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Social commitment beyond Eid
AL-WIDAA, al-widaa
ya Ramadaan. We have
reached the final days of
Ramadaan and eagerly await
the coming of Eid-ul-Fitr.
We sadly bid farewell to a
month of spiritual upliftment
and
social
involvement,
having spent our nights in
salaah and duah, and our
days in concern for the
less fortunate. Sadly, over
the years, some of us have
become so pre-occupied with
material pursuits that we
have overlooked the needs of
others. Ramadaan, however,
serves as a re-awakening
of not only our quest for
spiritual upliftment but also
a heightened awareness of
the plight of our fellow

beings. After Eid, many of
us continue fasting the six
days of Shawwaal to derive
the extra spiritual benefit
that comes with that extra
sacrifice. Should we not
also strive to derive the
benefit of social involvement
beyond Ramadaan? After
Ramadaan, the plight of our
neighbours, the unemployed
and the oppressed does not
disappear. Just as we strive
to gain additional spiritual
upliftment beyond Ramadaan,
let us strive to continue our
social commitment beyond
Ramadaan and Eid.
The
management
and
staff of Muslim Views wish
our readers, writers and
advertisers Eid Mubarak!
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Eid Mubarak
From all of us at Islamic Relief we wish you

Eid is a day of celebration and going to say slamat to neighbours, family and friends. It is a day when people dress in their
finest, and some of those who have performed the Hajj dress in traditional Arab garb. Pictured is Shaikh Moegamat Laatoe,
who served as imam in Worcester from 1960 to 1996, and his grandson, Najeeb Laatoe, both dressed in traditional Arab
attire.
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The glory of Eid,
and the need to
rise to the ongoing
challenges
THE final days of the great
month of Ramadaan are
upon us, and we should
all be trying to derive as
much benefit from these
last days. Increasing our
duahs and salaah will be
part of what we try to do,
and we will rush to pay our
zakaah-tul-fitr, or fitrah, the
compulsory contribution to
those who are not able to
supply their own needs.
Paying the zakaah-tul-fitr is an
act that purifies the givers who
may have slipped up during the
month of Ramadaan. At the
same time, this act of personal
purification becomes a sociallypositive deed, supplying,
at least for a short period,
the needs of those who are
unable to sustain themselves

and their dependants.
The word ‘fitrah’ to describe the
zakaah that is compulsory at the
end of Ramadaan, is consistent
with other meaning of ‘fitrah’,
namely the state of purity into
which every child is born.
The payment of the zakaah-tulfitr, if done conscientiously, and
not simply as an instruction to be
carried out, can have a lasting
impact on the way we conduct
our lives after Ramadaan. If we
are given the gift of cleansing
ourselves through zakaah at the
end of Ramadaan, we are given
the opportunity to reflect on the
greatness of Allah’s mercy on
us. Allah gives us the chance to
cleanse ourselves in ways that
can help us try to return to that
state of original purity, no matter
how difficult it is, as adults, to
keep this up consistently.
The need for human beings
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(Muslims included) to assist
each other is fundamental to
the common origin we all share
as the creation of the Supreme
Being. It is noteworthy that
the second half of Ramadaan
this year coincided with the
celebration of Easter and the
Jewish commemoration of
Passover. Easter and Passover
commemorate sacrifice and
triumph, and Ramadaan and
Eid-ul-Fitr have at its core the
issues of sacrifice and triumph.
This is an important lesson:
that followers of the Abrahamic
faiths have each commemorated
and thought through the tenets
of their respective faiths, and
have generously assisted those
in need, as acts of faith.
In this spirit, Muslims are
challenged by the article on
page 4 of this edition to think
beyond the three Abrahamic
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faiths. The writer brings to our
attention the issue of African
traditional belief systems, and the
seriousness with which Muslims
have to engage with ideas
like ‘the ancestors’ and how
Muslim societies encountered
and worked with such ideas in
the past. It is crucial for South
Africa’s future, and for Muslims.
Keeping with the idea of fitrah
as purity, another respected
contributor asks us to think
carefully about how we treat
and raise children. He makes us
think about long-standing social
crises such as daily hunger in
the lives of millions of South
(and neighbouring) Africans.
If we are to derive benefit
from Ramadaan, and be of
benefit after Ramadaan, then
the lessons from our writers
this month offer guidance
for us all. Eid Mubarak!
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A Ramadaan to never forget
NONTOBEKO AISHA
MKHWANAZI

SALEEMAH Thembi
Ntlangwini’s journey to
Islam highlights the ongoing
discussion within the South
African Black Muslim
community of acknowledging
ancestors according to
tradition and culture within
the constraints of shariah.
‘I am grateful to Allah for being a
Muslim, and experiencing my first
Ramadaan brings nothing but joy
to my heart,’ says Ntlangwini, who
was born and raised in Gugulethu,
a township in the Western Cape.
‘I grew up in a Christian family
which also strongly considers
tradition and culture as an
important element of a being.
When I was young, I would
experience dreams that would turn
out to be a reality, and experienced
a lot of signs of being a sangoma
(a traditional healer). And it was
when I was 14 years old that it
became serious and I then went for
initiation and became a sangoma,’
says Ntlangwini.
She explains that this was a
daunting task as she was young. At
times, she did not want to accept
her calling or gift given to her by
her ancestors but she did not have
much of a choice.

‘At that time, although my
gift was granted to me by my
ancestors, I still strongly believed
in uMvelingqangi (God) because
had He not willed, my ancestors
would not have guided me and
given me the gift to connect with
ancestors,’ says Ntlangwini.
It was late last year when she
embraced Islam after continuous
dreams in which, according to her,
her ancestors were showing her
that Islam is the best religion for
her.
‘At first, I had different dreams
that when interpreted meant
something good would happen to
my life. I then had a persistent
dream where I saw a man wearing
a white kurta and a turban asking
me to follow him. I had seen
Muslims before but at that time
it never dawned on me that the
dream had anything to do with
Islam.
‘The dream kept on pestering
me until, one day, I was doing
washing outside and I saw a
man passing by wearing a white
turban and a kurta. I quickly left
everything and followed him, and
he entered Masjid Murtazaa, and
that is where I then inquired about
Islam and immediately accepted it,’
says Ntlangwini.
She says that, at times when
she shares her story, she is judged

by many Muslims but to her what
matters is that she is a Muslim and
proud.
‘I have since denounced my
calling as I do not understand where
to draw the line when it comes
to my ancestral calling and Islam
because this is a topic which is not
mostly spoken about by scholars
of Islam, simply because most of
the ulama do not understand the
African tradition and simply rule
it out as shirk or haraam,’ says
Ntlangwini.
According to Professor Auwais
Rafudeen, a senior lecturer in the
Department of Religious Studies
and Arabic at the University of
South Africa (Unisa), Allah’s reality
is vast and there are many things in
His creation that are possible.
‘In Islam there is the world
of the Barzakh, the ‘Partition’ to
which all human beings go to after
they die. In that world, souls exist
as ‘spirits’, figuratively speaking.
These ‘spirits’ can be given different
names, such as ancestors.
‘But whether called ancestors or
anything else, this does not affect
their reality. They are real and we
may not know exactly the way they
exist in that other world, Allah
knows best. But it is possible that
through Allah’s power alone these
spirits or ancestors are allowed to
communicate with those on earth,’

says Professor Rafudeen.
He also says that the worship
or belief that ancestors solely
have power is shirk and therefore
haraam.
‘All that we do, see and
experience is solely through
Allah’s power. However, there are
many means, including possibly
ancestors, which He creates and
uses in His wisdom because He
knows best. Acknowledging
ancestors cannot be wrong as
long as it is within the context of
shariah,’ says Rafudeen.
He also says that, in general,
Muslims of other races in South
Africa need a deeper understanding
of the traditional African
worldview, its philosophy and
why Islam historically has been
compatible with it.
‘While Islam has certain
fundamentals, for example, that
all power belongs to Allah alone, it
has not called us to denounce our
cultures, traditions and legacies.
Islam has throughout history
spread by embracing the culture of
the local peoples.
‘The ulama have usually worked
with people in orienting people
to Islamic teachings via their
culture rather than despite it. This
is clearly evident from historical
and anthropological research,’ says
Professor Rafudeen.
Shaikh Ismael Gqamane, ameer
of the Western Cape Shura Council
and of the Imamat Council of the

Saleemah Thembi Ntlangwini, who
was a sangoma before reverting to
Islam.
Photo SUPPLIED

Townships, says he is researching
the topic because the confusion is
affecting more Black South African
Muslims, especially reverts, and
having a negative impact on
dawah, especially in the townships.
‘While it is important to iron
out the confusion, it is also
equally important that reverts and
Black South African Muslims in
general gain sufficient knowledge
about Islam so they do not find
themselves committing shirk all in
the name of Islam not prohibiting
cultural practices and encouraging
veneration of ancestors.
‘It is thus important for us as
South African ulama to engage in
extensive research on the topic at
hand so that we are well equipped
to do dawah,’ says Shaikh
Gqamane.
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Why are schools
so important?
YUNUS OMAR
WHO can we blame for
all society’s problems?
Schools and teachers!
It is rare for a day to pass in
South Africa (and, importantly,
across the world) without someone
issuing a strong statement that lays
the responsibility for everything
going wrong in the country on its
schools and its teachers.
Before we get to whether
schools and teachers are really
to blame for all society’s failures,
it must be recognised that this
way of thinking makes schools
the most important institutions in
society. This is a lesson we ought
to learn immediately.
If schools are so important
that we blame everything that is
wrong in the world with what
goes on (and does not go on) in
the schools then we ought to be
quite clear about what it is that
schools do (and should be doing),
and what schools do not do (and
should not be doing).
This article is the first of a
series in which we will begin to
think about schools in ways that
are often unspoken, and little
understood. The series will draw

freely from a fine text by Veronica
McKay, first published in 1995,
titled A Sociology of Educating,
and a number of other pieces of
writing that help us understand
the origins and implications of
how we think about schools.
Perhaps we can start by thinking
about schools in relation to what
is often spoken of as ‘success’. In
general, there are two pathways to
social success. By ‘social success’
I mean people being able to have
enough resources (money) to
support themselves and others
they care about.
This type of ‘social success’
includes being able to buy and
eat healthy food, and being able
to afford rented or owned homes
that are safe, comfortable and
spacious enough for everyone
to have ‘space’ in which to live
together but still have privacy
when needed.
It also means being able to save
enough money after one’s needs are
fulfilled. This allows individuals
and families to operate from day
to day without the psychological
burden of not knowing whether
there will be enough money for
tomorrow’s needs or emergencies.
As indicated earlier, there

Schools are society’s sorting houses for children into adulthood, and for the vast majority of children, their school success
or non-success will determine their futures.						
Photo YUNUS OMAR

are basically two pathways to
material ‘success’. One way is
through family inheritance. For
those without access to family
wealth through inheritance, the
option offered for social success
is via success in school. This is a
sobering thought.
For those children who do not
have wealthy families, and cannot
rely on inherited wealth and
privilege with which to manage
their social lives, the option
‘offered’ by society for social
success is to succeed at school.
In other words, instead of
being able to rely on the wealth
accumulated by those who lived

before you, these children have
no option but to view schools as
decisive institutions which will
largely determine how successful
they will be in life.
(There are exceptions to this
rule but as this series develops,
we will see how these few
exceptions are highlighted out of
all proportion in order to ‘prove’
that one can succeed in securing
the necessities of life without
doing well at school, and without
inheriting family wealth.)
As this first article in a longer
series comes to a close, it is useful
to think about how children can
succeed at schools that are situated

and found in the most unequal
society in the world, namely South
Africa.
While the series will focus
largely on South Africa, we
will see how schools across the
continent and the Global South
(those countries whose wealth
and people were plundered by
European and other colonisers),
fare as they take on the social
burden of preparing all students
for success in the world.
Yunus Omar (PhD) lectures in the
School of Education at the University
of Cape Town. He writes in his personal
capacity.

Wishing you and your loved ones a blessed day
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Breaking the Ramadaan stereotypes of women:
a call for equity in devotional practice
DR QURAYSHA
ISMAIL SOOLIMAN
AN Instagram post by
mindfully_mona wishing
Ramadaan Mubarak to those
‘who are newcomers & are
away from where & who they
call home,’ ‘Whose tables feel
lonely during iftar and suhoor’
and “Those feeling imposter
syndrome with religion because
of other’s judgement about
their identity. Or because they
are learning their faith ‘later’
in life” reminded me of my
reasons for raising awareness
on the Right of Women to
attend the Eid prayer and the
Right of Women to attend
the masjid a decade ago.
This struggle continues till
today as Muslim women largely
still do not appreciate the
baraqah of attending the Eid
salaah nor do they demand it,
and few know of the benefits
their presence in the masjid can
have to society on a large scale.
Azraa Seedat, vice-chair of the
Palistinian Solidarity CommitteeUniversity of Pretoria (PSC-UP)
admits this reality. She says,
‘I have never been to an Eid
salaah. This is something I never

questioned. For me, it was a fact
that this was only for men. Only
later, after being exposed to other
communities and gaining access
to the hadith on Eid salaah that I
realised it was a sunnah practice
commanded by the Prophet.
What strikes me is how reticent
we are regarding this matter.’
Why have Muslim women in
South Africa not grasped the
importance of the masjid as a
space and centre of learning for
males and females? Why don’t
women spiritually connect to the
essence of the masjid?
This relates to freedom,
structure and agency. Have
women freely decided how to
‘manage’ their spirituality on
the basis of knowledge attained
or have they been ‘told’ how
to act by rules and institutions
developed
by
male-centric
perspectives in our society?
The culture of ‘this is how
it has always been done’ has
permeated our mindsets so that
we became complacent in an
ignorance that suited us.
Practising
religion
and
spirituality is certainly harder
than getting dolled up and
competitively displaying your
table-spread or culinary skills.

How does one display one’s
spirituality or excellence of
character?
‘Soul-food’, it seems the
scholars here say, is not for
women. Women are encouraged
to indulge in baser things –
beautiful dress, stunning makeup, latest hairdo, to-die-for
pastries etc. This is preferred
over spirituality and purpose as
religion is reduced to a set of
routines, and a privilege for men
over women.
I have often heard senior
scholars jokingly address their
male counterparts about the
various delicacies they have their
wives prepare for them while
they attend the Eid salaah or
for devouring after the Taraweeh
prayer. There is no comment on
what they do with their women
folk to elevate their spirituality,
knowledge and practice.
Zohra Sooliman, of Gift of
the Givers, laments how women
are deprived of ‘experiencing the
spiritual elation’ of Ramadaan,
and says of Eid in Makkah and
Madinah, ‘Instead of preparing
Eid breakfast for the family, I
was reciting Takbeer, listening to
the khutbah and celebrating the
joy of Eid like in the Prophet’s

(SAW) time.’
Zohra believes that ‘despite
women’s advancements in other
domains of life, they remain
culturally and systematically
excluded from religious spaces’.
Tuks-MSA vice-chairperson,
Mariam Jacobs, confirms this
perception stating, ‘Young
females need to be guided and
educated from an Islamic and
not cultural point of view …
because the environment you
face determines how you look at
Ramadaan and Eid.’
So, if the clerics keep telling
us to stay at home and prepare
the biryani, it is likely that the
repetitive command associates
these dynamic Islamic events
with cooking and not spiritual
development.
This is different to the
experiences that some South
African Muslim women and
women in other countries are
enjoying. Yasmin Mahomed
states that in ‘South Africa
the patriarchal driven ulama
prefer women to pray within
the confines of the home,
cutting access to knowledge and
cultivating ignorance. This is not
the case in Ireland and most
Western countries.’

Considering that much of the
learning about Islam was locked
in during apartheid by specific
ideologies that permeated from
the Indo-Pak and Arab regions,
teaching and practising Islam
became a regurgitation of the
distortions and colonisation of
Islam in these geographic spaces.
It is curious that South African
scholars did not follow the West
African Muslim scholars. The
colonial imposition worked to
‘dumb-down’ Islam and Muslim
intellectual thought.
Thus, many of our ulooms
never engaged in critical thinking
or the adab and etiquette of the
deen. Instead, we had individuals
given positions of authority,
who knew only as much as they
were told and limited to only the
books that were taught.
There has been little grounding
on future frameworks, realities
and changing societies. There has
been little innovative and creative
development in Islamic thinking,
and very little appeal to engage
the youth, new generations and
races of Muslims beyond Indian

CONTINUES ON PAGE 36
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Are we listening to the cries of our
children? An adab response
PROFESSOR
ASLAM FATAAR
THE month of Ramadaan is
a month of aligning our adab
or moral formation to virtuous
practices in the service of society.
This is the month in which we
cultivate our ability to recognise
our purpose in the world.
Examining our societal fault
lines is central to our moral
formation. We cultivate our Allah
consciousness to live in service of
the moral good.
Our capacity to listen and
perceive is particularly activated
during this month. Such sensory
awareness is emphasised in the
Quran when Allah declares in
Surah Qaf: ‘In this, behold, there
is indeed a reminder for everyone
whose heart is wide awake, that
is, [everyone who] lends an ear
with a conscious mind.’ (Quran
50:37)
This verse emphasises the
importance of actively listening
to our community’s travails. We
are challenged to listen with an
acute, morally cultivated heart
and a conscious mind.
The constant remembrance

of Allah (dhikrullah) produces
such a listening disposition. Allah
explains in Surah Ra’d: ‘Verily,
in the remembrance of God,
[human’s] hearts do find their
rest.’ (Quran 13:28)
The spiritually infused act of
‘heart listening’ gives us some
chance to disrupt our intuitions
and
understandings.
Such
listening would enable us to intuit
better, understand and act.
Listening with the heart allows
us to recognise our moral failings,
the cries and anguish of the
masaakeen, the most vulnerable
in our midst. Our moral training
during Ramadaan would enable
us to discern the deeper, more
submerged dimensions of our
existence.
This ability to listen with the
heart intently must extend to
hearing the cries of our children.
What is their anguish telling us?
Have we offered our children
the nurturing care and socialising
routines to develop the required
moral behaviour to encounter the
world with grace, confidence and
compassion?
The evidence shows that
during the COVID-19 pandemic,

children experienced anguish
and social dislocation. They
encountered circumstances that
ruptured their relationships, play
and learning routines.
Their cries and anguish would
reach a crescendo if we cared
to hear them. We now have to
develop a deep understanding
and insight into their plight. Such
understanding (marifa) will only
emerge if we care to listen with an
attentive consciousness.
It is narrated that Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) said: ‘Never
beat the children if they cry. Fulfil
their needs.’ I take from this
hadith that once we put ourselves
in a position to hear their cries,
we would never turn our backs on
them, never dismiss their pleas.
The Prophet (SAW), in response
to a baby’s cries, thus instructs us
to address her needs.
The cries of the children are
soft, incessant, almost inaudible,
drowned out by the noise that
accompanies the rush to get back
to normal life after the devastation
caused by the COVID pandemic.
The challenge is to re-establish
the conditions for building our
children’s morally sustainable

socialising pathways.
The bi-annual testing by
Western
Cape
Education
Department in October 2021
shows an alarming drop in
learners’ educational performance
in critical subjects during the
COVID period.
Poor reading performance in
the Foundation Phase is nothing
short of disastrous. Other data
show a dramatic increase in
learner drop-out at younger ages.
These indices illustrate that our
communities have now entered
an underdevelopment path that
threatens the aspirations of
children.
The impact of learning loss
among middle-class learners
who migrated to learning online,
behind screens, has been less
severe but not without negative
consequences. Learning has
been severely impacted among
the province’s working-class
learners, who suffered enormous
reductions in school learning
time.
Life under the pandemic has
therefore deepened pre-existing
experiences
of
educational
poverty. The anguished cries

Aslam Fataar is a professor in the
Department of Education Policy
Studies at Stellenbosch University and
currently a Research and Development
Professor attached to the university’s
Transformation Office.
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of children are palpable and
desperate. We are required to
respond to their cries, give them
a face, and develop concerted
joined-up
community-based
action to address this desperate
situation.
Underneath these educational
patterns are broader societal
ruptures
and
implosions.
Communities are wracked by
hunger and unemployment.
CONTINUES ON PAGE 35
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Goodwood Masjid encourages excellent masjid administration
NONTOBEKO AISHA
MKHWANAZI

NABI Muhammad (SAW)
said, ‘Of all places on earth,
the masaajid (mosques)
are dearest to Allah.’
These sacred places are not
just places of prayer but a beacon
of light in every community.
Therefore, proper management and
administration of each masjid is
sacrosanct as it serves a community
to be empowered spiritually, socially,
physically, legally and educationally.
One such masjid that has for
many decades displayed good
administration is the Quloobul
Moemieneen Masjied, also known
as Goodwood Masjid. This has been
recognised beyond the community
it serves, having received the
prestigious 2020 Radio Islam Best
Managed Masjid Award.
Led by Imam Ebrahiem Tofa and
chairperson of the masjid committee,
Hajji Mogamad Safedien, the masjid
has a rich history that dates back to
the 1920s.
‘The early Muslims of Cape
Town mostly resided in the
Bo-Kaap, District 6, Walmer Estate,
Woodstock and Salt River, and
in the early 1920s they started to
move into the Northern Suburbs
when bigger tracks of land became
available in the Goodwood area.
‘They soon established a wood
and iron structure which was used

as a salaah khaana. In 1924, the
land for a mosque was acquired
at 127 Goodwood Street. The
construction commenced in 1928
and was completed in 1932,’ says
Safedien.
He says that throughout the years,
the masjid has developed because the
key to good masjid administration is
leadership, inspired by the leadership
of Prophet Muhammad (SAW).
‘Our committee members are
appointed via a strict vetting and
election process, which is officiated
by a member of the Imaamat Council
of the Northern Suburbs (Icons)…
‘After nominations are made, we
allow for a period of objections
before the election of officials take
place at an elective AGM. We also
home in on the professional skills of
our community members to serve on
the committee.
‘Women and the youth also
have prominent positions on
many of our sub-structures, and
we believe in succession planning,
where we currently have two young
professionals in their twenties
serving on the masjid committee,’
says Safedien.
He highlights that commitment,
consultation and consistency are
important for the development of
the masjid.
‘Every year, we have a theme
in which we base everything we
do for the year, which is open for

input before it is announced and
implemented…
‘Our imaamat forms part of
our monthly committee meetings
to give us guidance and input.
Basically, follow the ameer and the
constitution where everything is
done with the imaamat’s blessings,’
says Safedien.
The masjid gets funding through
various sources of income, which
include annual fund raisers, food
sales, Jumuah collections, debit
orders, collection tins, rental income,
shariah compliant investment and
the sale of branded items.
The masjid committee runs
a wide range of services which
empower Goodwood residents and
surrounding areas.
‘These include a string of
madaaris (Goodwood Madrassa,
Madrassa Tul-Akhlaaq Nurul
Quran Female Hafith Institute), a
library, soup kitchen and weekly
bread distribution. An annual lunch
for the elderly in the Goodwood
area is hosted irrespective of race or
religion.
‘Hiking and sport for boys,
which include archery practice on
a Saturday at Fairbairn College
and participation in inter madrassa
competitions, craft and knitting
classes for girls, wellness centre,
wellness trailer, with two fully fitted
dental rooms, legal advice centre,
and many more,’ says Safedien.

Quloobul Moemieneen Masjied committee member, Mogamad Safedien, and Imam
Ebrahiem Tofa receiving the Radio Islam Best Managed Masjid Award 2020 from
the station’s presenter, Moulana Sulaiman Rawat.		
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He adds that under this year’s
theme, ‘What legacy have I left
behind’, the masjid is set to undertake
the biggest project in the history of
the Goodwood community, where
the entire masjid will be revamped,
renovated and expanded to form an
Islamic centre. The committee is also
working on a project to launch a
new Islamic/ secular school, starting
with Grade R in 2023.
He further pointed out that the
masjid engages in collaborative
community involvement, such
as neighbourhood watches, street
committees, the Goodwood Resident
and Ratepayers Association, school
governing body representation, and
they aim to do more this year.
Safedien
advises
masjid
administrators (muttawallees) who
are struggling with developing the
masjid to read and implement the

laws expounded on by the late
Shaikh Abdurraghiem Sallie, in
his book, The laws pertaining to
mosques in Islam.
‘I further advise them to set-up an
all-inclusive code of conduct which
all members must read, understand
and adhere to whenever masjid
matters are discussed, debated and
attended to. Always include the
imaamat as part of the committee
and give them an overarching
authority to bless all decisions taken.
‘Attract the youth with the
necessary skill sets and embrace
new technology. Always keep the
community in the loop with any
activities initiated. Be transparent,
with your ears fixed to the ground.
Tackle challenges head-on while
always being open to constructive
criticism and new opportunities,’
advises Safedien.
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The mystery of the first handwritten Quran at the Cape
NONTOBEKO AISHA
MKHWANAZI
‘IT was the grace of Allah
that the Quran came to the
southern tip of Africa from the
hearts and memory of political
prisoners, and this aspect of our
history ought to be cherished
and preserved,’ says engineer
and author, Armien Baderoen.
exciting corporate restructuring.
Baderoen, through his book
titled, The Footprint (2005),
highlights the numerous important
figures who have contributed
immensely to the growth of Islam
in the Cape. Among them was
Abdul Basi Sultania, also known as
the Rajah (king) of Tambora, who,
Baderoen claims, was the first to
produce a handwritten copy of the
Quran in the Cape.
According to Baderoen, the
Rajah, a political prisoner, was
a hafidh (one who can recite the
whole Quran from memory) and
had been brought to the Cape from
the Majaphit Kingdom of Java by
Dutch captors.
‘It was the year 1697, when
the rajah arrived at the Cape in
chains for actively opposing the
Dutch East India Company in his
native country. On his arrival at
the Cape, he was housed in a
stable at the Castle in Cape Town
but upon Shaikh Yusuf Makasar’s

intervention, the Cape authorities
moved the rajah to Vergelegen in
the district of Stellenbosch to live
in isolation and away from other
political exiles.
‘It was then when he shared a
special relationship with the owner
of Vergelegen, the Dutch governor
of the time, Willem Andriaan van
der Stel,’ says Baderoen.
In his book, Baderoen further
explains that it was Van der Stel’s
interest in Islam that inspired him
to allow the rajah to write the copy
of the Quran.
‘As highlighted in Roofbaron of
Landsvader by Annabi Postma, the
Dutch priest, Francois Valentijn,
would visit the governor and
noticed that the governor and the
rajah enjoyed hegemony and peace
with each other.
‘He also took interest on what
the rajah was writing and when the
rajah told him it was the Quran,
he was pleased to have seen the
Quran for the first time. The rajah
would also teach the Quran to
other political prisoners who came
from different parts of the world,
including Bengal, Madagascar,
Batavia, etc,’ says Baderoen.
According to Baderoen, there
is a misconception that the first
handwritten copy from memory of
the Quran was written by Imam
Abdullah ibn Kadi [Qadi] Abdus
Salaam, known as Tuan Guru.

In response to this, Baderoen
says that what makes it hard
for most people to recognise the
rajah as the first to produce a
handwritten copy is that the copy
has not been found and, unlike
Tuan Guru, the rajah did not
encourage his students to produce
copies nor did he produce a copy
that would be accessible. He
produced a single copy, which he
gave as a gift to Van der Stel.
‘But netherless, this does not
change that he was the first in the
Cape to invest time and write the
words of Allah,’ says Baderoen.
In an interview, Baderoen states
that the cradle of Islam in South
Africa and the first waqf masjid
was built in what is now the
Somerset West-Strand area.
‘So, away from the eyes of the
Dutch and the British, Islam to
a limited extent was practised
freely in the outskirts of the
Cape. Although proper Muslim
communities could not be formed,
a few Muslims could meet up for
dhikr or even salaah.
‘It was in 1804, when the
Dutch actually granted people
they regarded as slaves freedom
to practise religion but they still
could not build mosques. But it
was in the early 1700s that Jamia
Masjid was the first mosque to be
built with mud in Strand and was
declared from the foundation to

A view of the present-day Vergelegen manor house in Somerset West, near Cape
Town, which was the home of the Dutch governor, Willem Adriaan van der Stel,
at the time when the Rajah of Tambora, Sultan Abdul Basi, was held here as a
political prisoner.		
Photo DAVID STEELE/ SHUTTERSTOCK

ceiling as waqf,’ says Baderoen.
Veteran
journalist,
radio
presenter and historian, Shafiq
Morton, says it is believed that the
rajah wrote the Quran in about the
early 1700s. However, there are
no records of the rajah teaching
anyone as he was isolated from the
Muslim community.
He also highlights that it might
be quite challenging to trace
the Quran written by the rajah
but Professor Michael Laffan of
Princeton University believes it
may be in the Dutch archives as it
was apparently gifted to Van der
Stel, who left the colony due to
corruption in 1733.
‘To suggest that the Strand was
the first cradle of Islam, then, is
interesting but improbable given
the available evidence. There is a

Engineer and author of The Footprint,
Armien Baderoen, maintains that since
the first waqf mosque in the country
was built in the Strand, the area
should be considered the cradle of
Islam in southern Africa.
Photo NONTOBEKO AISHA
MKHWANAZI

ton of material that substantiates
the Bo-Kaap as the cradle of Cape
Islam and the very unique DNA
of the Cape Muslim, a distinct
but cosmopolitan identity,’ says
Morton.
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Polished Jieker production weaves
together realms of spiritual expression
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
SA’DIYYA SHAIKH reviews
Thania Petersen’s Jieker,
which was performed
on March 18, 2022, at
the Zeitz Museum of
Contemporary African Art.
JIEKER, performed at the
Zeitz Museum, on the V&A
Waterfront, in Cape Town, was
a mesmerizing production by
Thania Petersen, in collaboration
with the Young Men Sport
Club, Malay Choir and SautarRayhaan Nasheed Group.
The
religious
invocation
or rituals of remembrance
(dhikr in Arabic and rendered
colloquially in the Cape as jieker)
is a longstanding Muslim religious
practice inspired by the Quranic
teaching that states: ‘In the
remembrance of God, hearts find
solace and peace.’
Those in the audience who
regularly participate in such local
Muslim communal gatherings
might have immediately connected
to this evocative soundscape. Yet,
it was unusual and intriguing
to have the sounds of Muslim
worship reverberate through the
Zeitz Museum – its extraordinary
architecture
enhanced
and
magnified the sound of chanting.

For a diverse audience, this
melodious devotional form invited
each person to their deepest
internal centre, irrespective of
religiosity, while also functioning
as
an
absorbing
musical
performance for those unfamiliar
with the Muslim tradition.
Intriguingly, the performance
element did not detract from or
render inauthentic the dimension
of reverence – and it felt like
neither insider nor outsider was
made to be a secondary presence.
We sat on seats on the balcony
of the Zeitz Museum and looked
down at the group as they filed
into the centre of the atrium.
They seemed oblivious to
anyone except themselves, taking
the stage in single file and forming
a circle to begin their performance.
Their deep green fezzes and pearly
white robes against the majestic
architecture of the Zeitz Museum
created an expectation that
something significant was going
to happen.
And it did.
They began by breathing, first
slowly, then faster, then at a rapid
tempo, all in unison. Soon it was
apparent that their breathing had
transported them to an alternate
state of being and they were no
longer performing for an audience.

The men, old and young,
some no more than boys, were
traversing another realm as they
breathed the breath of the One,
lifting and carrying every receptive
heart along with them. Their
recitation, one moment calming
and restorative, in another
instance, soaring and yearning,
harnessed an energy that filled the
entire auditorium.
The synergy of voices was
perfectly
choreographed:
a
sublime capella, some deep bass,
some treble; now a call, then
a response; now the sound of
breath, then, calling the divine
name: Allah – tones, pitch and
cadence danced, soared, subsided,
and resumed with new intensity,
creating a breathtaking musical
encounter.
And then that timeless call to
prayer (adhaan), in a voice that
drew us all into a vortex of time
and space – the call to prayer
originating in the first mosque
of Prophet Muhammad (SAW)
in Madinah, transported the
audience to the heartbeat of the
early Muslim slaves arriving on
ship to the Cape, forced from
their homes in the Indonesian
archipelago, and through the
whole generations of Muslims
who survived to bring us this

transmission of sacred sound.
Haunting
invocations
carried through the centuries
and transmitted through this
performance, created an almost
tangible connection to the barakah
(blessings) that sustained a whole
lineage of people despite the
horrors of forced displacement,
enslavement and colonialism.
The endurance of faith and
love over dehumanising historical
forces of violence echoed within
the performance – it somehow
gave its audience a glimpse into the
capacity of the human spirit not
just for physical survival despite
harrowing circumstance but
pointed us to the extraordinary
capacity of humanity for spiritual
arrival.
Jieker
was
an
utterly
enrapturing, polished production
that seamlessly wove together
realms of spiritual expression,
communal ritual and musical
accomplishment, and held its
entire audience riveted.
Thania has stated that she
is working on developing and
building on this piece to engage
with more Sufi practitioners
globally. I am eagerly looking
forward to how she is going to
develop this soundscape more
capaciously to showcase the beauty
of women’s voices and femaleled dhikr groups, which prevail
in Cape Town and elsewhere on
the continent – but which did
not feature in this production,
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unfortunately.
Notwithstanding, there are few
adhkaar (plural of dhikr) I have
attended that have possessed the
intensity, power and sheer musical
beauty of Jieker.
A hearty congratulations to
the gifted artist and producer,
Thania Petersen, and the group
of men whose talent, skill and
extraordinary voices made this
performance awe-inspiring and
transformative.
Associate Professor Sa’diyya Shaikh
is the Director, Centre for Contemporary
Islam, in the Department for the Study
of Religions, University of Cape Town.

Inside the Zeitz Museum of
Contemporary African Art on the
V&A Waterfront. The writer points out
that ‘it was unusual and intriguing to
have the sounds of Muslim worship
reverberate through the Zeitz Museum
– its extraordinary architecture
enhanced and magnified the sound of
chanting’.
Photo TOYER NAKIDIEN
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Ramadaan with Penny Appeal South Africa:
use small change to make a BIG difference
PENNY APPEAL SA
REPRESENTATIVE

RAMADAAN, the month
of mercy! The month of the
Quran, the month where
rewards are multiplied.
Penny Appeal South Africa has
been on the ground throughout
Ramadaan to ensure that vulnerable
communities are provided with the
necessary aid.
This Ramadaan, Penny Appeal SA
focused on distributing food packs
to communities in South Africa and
around the world, water wells in
Africa, water tankers in war struck
countries, providing food packs,
Ramadaan necessities and Eid
gifts and clothing to orphaned and
vulnerable children in our care, and
discharged our zakaah, fitrah, fidyah
and kafaarah in communities by
providing hot meals, food packs and
food vouchers.
Around the world, over 820
million people don’t have enough to
eat. Every 3,6 seconds one of these
people will die due to starvation. In
South Africa, an estimated 1,8 million
households are food insecure, with a
dramatic increase in recent months
as a result of economic challenges

faced by thousands of South Africans
across the country.
Penny Appeal’s Feed Our World
campaign provides nutritious meals
to disadvantaged communities across
Africa and Asia.
By providing access to nutritious
food packs, as well as sustainable
solutions, such as food gardens in
schools and communities to address
food insecurity, the charity strives
to empower communities to become
self-sustaining.
Your donation of R600 will
provide a family of five or six with a
food pack, which ensures they have
groceries for one month.
Your fitrah, fidyah and kafaarah
donations are discharged to
communities before the day of Eid
to families in communities that we
serve. Families are provided with
food packs and hot meals during the
month of Ramadaan.
Approximately 884 million people
globally do not have safe water to
drink. Your donations towards Thirst
Relief, provides communities with
access to safe and clean water in
countries like South Africa, Malawi
and Zimbabwe by constructing water
wells.
Safe and clean water is also

accessible in war struck countries
by means of a water tanker. Donate
towards a water well today from R1
584 per month, or sponsor a water
tanker from R2000 in Yemen and
Palestine.
The Prophet (SAW) said: ‘The one
who cares for an orphan and myself
will be together in Paradise like this,’
and he held his two fingers together
to illustrate.
This
Ramadaan,
your
contributions towards the Child
Sponsorship Project ensured that
orphaned, abandoned and vulnerable
children in our care were provided
with clothing, school uniforms and
educational resources, nutritious
food, psychosocial support and
health and wellness support.
In addition, your generous drop
offs of Eid Dream boxes, allowed
these children to receive Eid gifts:
toiletries, educational supplies and
treats! For Ramadaan, Penny Appeal
provided these children with clothing
vouchers to purchase an Eid outfit,
too.
Penny Appeal South Africa has also
expanded its ventures and launched
The Penny Store in March this year.
The Penny Store stocks a variety of
premium quality dates, organic honey

in a variety of flavours, Syrian dried
figs, date molasses, zaatar, Zam-zam
water, Eid gifting and so much more!
All proceeds from purchases at
The Penny Store are channeled into
Penny Appeal SA’s various projects.
For the duration of Ramadaan,
The Penny Store popped up at
Westwood Mall, Durban, and
stocked an array of items, including
haleem, naan and sweet treats.
Products can be viewed on @
thepennystoresa on Instagram or
WhatsApp 063293 8737 to order in
Durban or Cape Town.
Your on-going support is the reason
communities are able to be provided
with the necessary assistance. Your
donations will change lives. Contact

031 1100573, WhatsApp 063293
8737 or email info@pennyappeal.
org.za
Every rand counts when taking
small change to make a BIG
difference!
Penny Appeal South Africa
is a locally registered relief and
development organisation with
a vision for a sustainable world,
through empowered people working
to build stronger communities.
The organisation delivers shortand long-term interventions to needy
communities focused on providing
relief of poverty, health, education,
care for orphaned and vulnerable
children, and emergency relief in the
wake of disasters.
All donations are tax deductible,
and the charity has a large project
portfolio, and interactive, vibrant
volunteer unit, while welcoming
partnerships and collaborations.

Pictured is an individual receiving a food pack from Penny Appeal SA.
Photo PENNY APPEAL SA
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The Holy Quran, Our Salvation

The Quranic definition of success
SHAIKH ISMAIL LONDT,
writing under the auspices
of the Department
of Quranic Affairs of
the Muslim Judicial
Council (SA), reflects
this month on a verse
which defines success
and how to attain it.
NEARING the end of this
glorious month of Ramadaan,
one is naturally filled with mixed
emotions. We are happy for the
achievements within the month,
and we are sad for its passing.
What should concern us is
whether our offerings of devotion
are accepted and if we have achieved
what the month was intended for.
What was the purpose behind
the fasting and all the additional
rituals? This is the question we
have to ask ourselves, and have we
succeeded in this regard?
The purpose of the month of
Ramadaan is not simply abstinence
from food, drink and intimate
relations. This physical abstinence
teaches us self-control and is a
metaphor for something grander
and much more significant.
As we are regularly reminded

throughout the month, Ramadaan
is more about developing a
higher level of consciousness and
enhancing our relationship with
our Creator. One naturally becomes
more aware of oneself during this
period because the journey towards
the Creator starts from within.
It is here, within oneself, that
success lies, based on the Quranic
definition. In chapter 91, verse
9, Allah highlights that success
is indeed for the one who has
prioritised the development of his
inner self. Successful is the one
who has constantly looked at and
managed to train and control his
ego.
This Quranic chapter begins
with the longest list of divine oaths,
signifying the importance of the
statement that is to be made. It
consists of eight oaths and then
proclaims the following, regarding
the ego, the inner self, ‘Indeed,
successful is he who purified it!’
One should know that the
ego, the inner self, the nafs, is so
important that it is included in
the eight oaths. Allah takes an
actual oath by it as well, and He
does not take an oath by anything
insignificant. The nafs are extremely
significant.

Purifying the inner self means
eradicating negative attributes
and traits. Attributes like jealousy,
animosity, greed, pride, envy,
dishonesty and anger should be
addressed and removed. They
should be replaced with positive
traits like honesty, sincerity,
compassion, humility, empathy and
contentment.
Deep reflection and honest
introspection are firstly required,
and one needs to research, learn
and consult regarding how to
achieve this inner state of positivity
and purity. Achieving this is a daily
battle, and it is the most important
one that we all must face.
The month of Ramadaan is a
training ground towards achieving
some level of improvement and
growth in this regard, and one
needs to be consistent in one’s
attempts to improve, for the rest of
one’s life.
Purification is achieved in stages,
and even if one negative trait has
been addressed and replaced then
success has been achieved. Not
only will success be gained in this
world but in the hereafter as well.
Negative traits create inner
turmoil, and one will only be
able to live peacefully and more

productively when one is rid of all
that is negative. In the hereafter,
nothing will weigh heavier on our
scales than our good character and
traits. This was conveyed to us by
our beloved Prophet Muhammad,
peace be upon him, and we believe
in it with all our hearts.
Our worldly successes are
acknowledged and have their
place amidst all our achievements.
However, if we do not improve
as humane and conscious human
beings then all our accomplishments
and acquisitions are without any
true value.
Yes, we are not angels but we
have the capacity to improve and
grow, and constantly develop into
better versions of ourselves. No
one is exempt from this. And this
should be our aim.
Coming out of Ramadaan
lighter in physical weight is not
the aim. Coming out of it with less
negative traits should be the goal.
And the lessons learnt along the
way should accompany us through
the rest of the year so we may
continue to improve and purify
ourselves from within. This is true
success by the Quranic definition.
I have to live with myself, and
I will face my Creator by myself.

And when this happens, I wish to
present myself to Him in the best
version of myself. I will only be
able to do this if I have focused on
myself from within. This should be
my mantra and concern.
May all our offerings during the
month of Ramadaan be crowned
with acceptance, and may we have
a blessed Eid. However, more
importantly, may it be that we
have tasted success in the realm of
self-improvement. And may we be
dedicated and disciplined enough
to continue this journey of selfreformation and development to
be truly successful in this life and
the next.
May the Almighty endow
us with the tools and support
to achieve this so that we may
meet Him in the best versions of
ourselves. Ameen.
Shaikh Ismail Londt is the head of
the Department of Quranic Affairs of
the Muslim Judicial Council.
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Sanzaf believes in a better tomorrow
SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS

AS the holy month of
Ramadaan draws to a close,
the South African National
Zakah Fund (Sanzaf) has
shifted its Operation Fitrah
Campaign into top gear.
This past week, Sanzaf’s offices
across the country have been a
hive of activity as marquees have
been set up and truckloads of

goods were delivered.
These goods are being
packed into hampers and will
be distributed to 28 000 families
in need across the Western Cape
before the end of Ramadaan.
Nationally, Sanzaf aims to provide
for 40 000 families on the day of
Eid as part of Operation Fitrah.
Fitrah is one of the vital
annual relief projects that Sanzaf
undertakes. Its main objective is

to ensure that every Muslim is
free from want on the auspicious
day of Eid-ul-Fitr.
Should you require information
on our zakah initiatives or how
to calculate your zakah, contact
021 6380965
For more information on Sanzaf
projects and programmes, follow
us on Twitter @SANZAFSA or
like us on Facebook.

Pictured is Yasmina Francke, Sanzaf CEO, presenting a Zakah Seminar during Ramadaan. Sanzaf’s role is becoming
increasingly important to educate people about zakah as a divine model for alleviating poverty and creating prosperity that
is created when zakah is given. Sanzaf hosts regular seminars and webinars during the year to create awareness of the third
pillar of Islam.							
Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS

Pictured from left to right, are Ml Noor Moses, Muneeb Andrews, Ebrahiem
Freeman and Zain Majiet from the Lavender Feeding Scheme, preparing iftaar
meals for the community in Cuban Heights, Lavender Hill. This Ramadaan,
Sanzaf aims to serve one million meals across the country, with daily iftaar meals
conducted in various parts of the country. Furthermore, Sanzaf continues to serve
meals to children and the elderly after Ramadaan to those in need.
Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS

Pictured is Shaikh Saeed Wehiliye, from Sanzaf in George, preparing Ramadaan
Hamper packs earmarked for communities in Pacaltsdorp, Themabalethu,
Rosemore and surrounding areas to those in need. A total of 25 000 pre-Ramadaan
Grocery Hampers were delivered nationally.
Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS
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A letter to Shanaaz Parker
DEAREST Shanaaz
We are bidding farewell to the
month of Ramadaan, your
favourite month. You couldn’t
wait for this holy month to come
and you were saddened when
this month came to an end.
During Ramadaan, I especially
remember the conversation we
had when you said that you
wanted to do more for our
community, and sending one
person to perform their fard Hajj
was only a thought, back then.
As I pick up our Indulge Recipe
Collection Book 6: Classic Cape
Malay Cooking, I burst into smile
because of how you convinced me
to co-author this book with you.
Our journey was and still is,
a personal one. We started off
with Fusion: East Meets West and
ended off with Hajj: The Timeless
Journey which now forms part
of The Shanaaz Parker Legacy
Projects, and still aims to send
selected South African pilgrims
on an all-expenses paid, fard Hajj.
We await direction from the

South African Hajj and Umrah
Council (Sahuc) to plot the way
forward via our media sponsors,
Muslim Views and Radio 786.
You taught me about the ‘food
safe’ or the chest freezers that
allowed you to prepare savouries
and food in advance. You would
label and organise the containers
and you always reminded me that
‘preparation is key to success’.
You loved tamatiebredie
(tomato bredie) and bollas and
always had a spread at the boeka
table, and on the day of Eid-ulFitr. Little did we know that our
last meal together in November
2020, was to be braised steak
with mashed potatoes.
In hindsight, I know that Allah
gave you the hidayah to bring us
together to announce that you
wanted to continue with Hajj:The
Timeless Journey through the
sales of your cook books. You left
this as an amaanah for us to see
to fruition.
Your community spirit is
being continued through your

daughter, Rehana Parker Sayed,
who is leading and managing this
project. Through Phase 1 of the
cookbook sales, we have raised
over R190 000. Phase 2 is now in
full swing.
Hajj: The Timeless Journey
has now become a community
outreach initiative. From the
sales of your cookbooks, we will
be realising the Hajj dreams of
those less fortunate. The more
sales we receive, the more worthy
recipients can undertake this fifth
pillar of Islam.
You always reminded us that
Eid is a time for family and
friends. Eid is about caring and
sharing with dignity. I echo your
words: ‘Always keep your family
together. Julle moet almal saam
eet op Labarang. Baie slamat vir
Labarang – Eid Mubarak’. (You
should all eat together on Eid.
Best wishes for Eid.)
You are missed, treasured and
remembered.
Fatima Allie
hajjthetimelessjourney@gmail.com
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Imagine the possibility of a better world with AMA
IMRAAN CHOONARA

The provision of water to the fasting is a means of immense reward.
Photo SUPPLIED

Thousands of grocery hampers were distributed across South Africa to ensure
that families have suhoor and iftaar on the first day of Ramadaan.
Photo SUPPLIED

ALHAMDULILLAH, by the grace
of the Almighty, and the support
of our loyal donors, Africa
Muslims Agency has taken the
Imagine campaign to 14 countries
around the world this Ramadaan.
For thousands of families across
the globe, there is never a
guarantee as to where their next
meal will come from. Children
are forced to work or beg, women
are placed in vulnerable positions
and countless people suffer from
malnutrition and starvation.
Nabi Muhammad (SAW) said,
‘Whoever gives iftaar to one who is fasting
will have a reward like his, without that
detracting from the reward of the fasting
person in the slightest.’
This is why, every Ramadaan, AMA
focuses on fulfilling this Sunnah and
facilitating the ability of others to do so,
reaching out to our ummah in the greatest
need across the world, from Syrian and
Palestinian refugees in Lebanon, to the
deeply impoverished in Afghanistan and
Africa, to the people of Gaza.
The Imagine campaign invites people
to Imagine creating a better world, by
providing food and water, the most basic
of human rights and needs, to people
across the world, with the understanding
that providing basic needs opens the

possibilities to so much more.
We ask you to Imagine a world with
education for all, with no abuse, a world
without childhood death from starvation.
All of this begins with providing healthy
food and clean water.
Last year, with the incredible support
of our donors and teams across the world,
AMA provided over 13 million meals
during the month of Ramadaan, bringing
ease and joy during this month of blessings.
We have renewed our efforts this year,
and as we enter the last ten blessed nights
of Ramadaan, it is our sincere wish to
provide meals to as many communities
as we possibly can, allowing families to
experience the beauty of Ramadaan, to
be able to focus on prayer rather than the
worry of having no food for their families.
Imagine your reward for bringing food
and the spirit of Ramadaan to those most
in need. Imagine your reward when they
pray for you.
Each Ramadaan, AMA also
encourages the sponsorship of waterwells.
The beloved Prophet (SAW) said: ‘And
whoever gave [in Ramadaan] to a fasting
person water to drink, Allah shall grant
that giver a drink from my fountain, such
a drink where that person shall never again
feel thirsty until he enters Paradise.’ (Ibn
Khuzaima)
Guided by these words, AMA has
identified 950 villages in dire need this year,
and we ask the community to contribute

towards a waterwell for R14 500. These
wells will quench the thirst of the fasting,
wash the limbs of the praying and be
a source of sawaab-e-jaariyah, eternal
reward, for the donor.
Embrace the mercy of Allah SWT in
these blessed nights by providing food and
water to the fasting as we seek forgiveness
and salvation from hellfire.
When you give your donations this
Ramadaan, we urge you to think deeper, to
imagine the impact that your contribution
can make, to imagine the world that we
can create if we have a unified purpose,
and to understand what a meal or what
water really means.
Imagine, just Imagine…
We are grateful to each of our donors,
whose generous contributions bring hope
and healing during the blessed month and
throughout the year.
May Allah accept the niyyah and grant
all immense barakah in every sphere of
life, ameen.
We also wish the community a
blessed Eid-ul-Fitr. May Allah shower his
blessings upon all and may it be a joyful
day of sharing, family and barakah. Eid
Mubarak.
Contact
Details:
Hussain
Choonara: +27 82 859 2932; www.
africamuslimsagency.co.za Follow AMA
on Instagram (@africamuslimsagency);
Facebook (@AfricaMuslimsAgency);
Twitter (AMASDirectAid)
Imraan Choonara is the CEO at Africa
Muslims Agency.
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Awqafability – many happy returns
HISHAM DAFTERDAR
SUSTAINABILITY is broadly
defined as the ability of
something to maintain or ‘sustain’
itself over a long time. By this
definition, sustainability is not
anything new for awqaf. It’s a
system that pools a number of
activities that awqaf has been
practising for the last 1 400 years.
Awqaf, like all organisations,
need revenues to sustain themselves
and fundtheir operations. They
need to generate sufficient cash
from their assets or appeal to
donors whose contributions are
unpredictable. As a result of the
COVID pandemic, the looming
financial crises and the mounting
pressure on charities to declare
their funding sources, corporations
and individuals are now giving
less.
Many awqaf organisations
have reported a noticeable
reduction in donor funds and
are having difficulty in achieving
financial sustainability. More
awqaf organisations are finding it
necessary to expand their revenue
base to include steadier forms of

income from commercial activity
and investments.
This spills over into the
competitive environment of the
marketplace, where awqaf have
to compete with the commercial
sector, which raises concerns about
the impact of such activities on the
social mission of awqaf.
Why do awqaf need to invest
prudently? Shouldn’t awqaf be
profitable in order to be sustainable?
There is a degree of commerciality
in these questions. Some people
see a conflict between the waqf as
a not-for-profit institution and the
pursuit of growth and profitability.
Awqaf need revenue streams
to carry out their mandates and
to ensure long-term financial
sustainability. The income is used
to support their social work.
Making a profit and doing social
good should not be regarded as
contradictory.
Profitability is not in awqaf’s
credo and their ultimate goal is not
financial. Making a profit is more
of an outcome than an objective
to be pursued. Awqaf’s aim is to
make their businesses profitable
and not making profit the business
of awqaf.

Wishing you and
your family a blessed
Eid filled with joy
and happiness.

Awqaf stakeholders consist of
groups and individuals of diverse
nationality, educational and
economic status. Such groups
have different values, interests
and perceptions of acceptable
performance.
In responding to this list of
stakeholders, awqaf organisations
may face a problem of balancing
financial needs with operational
objectives. The financial needs can
be readily expressed in quantitative
terms, while operational objectives
are more conventionally expressed
in qualitative terms.
There is a risk of overplaying the
financial objectives at the expense
of the operational objectives,
thereby inducing a form of rolereversal where the waqf social
objectives support the financial
objectives, rather than the financial
objectives supporting the waqf’s
operational objectives.
Awqaf organisations must
seek a balance between being
financially efficient and socially
effective. There is little use in
being financially efficient if the
organisation is proving to be
ineffective in delivering successful
social services.

Likewise, an awqaf organisation
that is highly effective in meeting
its operational objectives but is
inefficient financially will soon find
itself unable to continue delivering
its services as its resources drain to
critical levels.
There is a misconception among
some that because an organisation
is a waqf, it should not seek
profits. Some stakeholders believe
that awqaf organisations should
break even or distribute the surplus
if there is one.
The main difference between
awqaf and the private sector is
that in the corporate world, profit
is used to create individual wealth.
In awqaf, the surplus is used to
accomplish a mission. The waqf is
seen as a flow-through entity and a
conduit of income to beneficiaries.
Awqaf investment vision is
not myopic. Responsible awqaf
organisations take a long-term view
when investing. Their obligation for
asset protection and management
emphasises the need for capital
preservation, capital appreciation
and income generation that enable
them to realise their mission well
into the future.
Awqaf by its social goals is

changing the way businesses
do business. An obsession with
continual pursuit of profit is
unsustainable and threatens to
compromise many invaluable work
pursuits. Awqaf investments stand
for something larger than profit.
They are powerful complements
to other activities as they advance
the awqaf’s social mission
and the community’s financial
sustainability by creating jobs,
alleviating poverty and growing
the economy.
Awqaf business is becoming
recognised as the enterprise that
directly ties investment with
awqaf’s ultimate goal of creating
social value.
Hisham Dafterdar (CPA, PhD) is
Chairman of Awkaf Australia Ltd

THE BETTER WAY
TO SHOP...
TODAY & EVERYDAY!

JOIN OUR WHATSAPP SPECIALS LIST
& STAY UP TO DATE WITH OUR LATEST DEALS!

Kindly send your name & surname to 062 840 9367
and we will add you to our growing WhatsApp database.

facebook.com/elitecashcarry

Cnr. Reen & Carrick Roads, Athlone Industria • Tel: 021 637 6810

eliteccinfo@gmail.com • Visit our website www.elitecc.co.za for all our specials

EID MUBARAK!
We thank you for supporting
the Prophetic system of Waqf.
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REVIVING THE SUNNAH OF WAQF

info@awqafsa.org.za
WhatsApp/sms - 084 786 0010

Muslim Views . April 2022

International Islamic finance conference
to formulate socially impactful solutions
SHAIKH ZIYAAT ISAACS
AN INTERNATIONAL
conference aimed at addressing
pertinent issues across the
Islamic finance industry
is scheduled to be held in
Cape Town next month.
Hosted by I Consult Africa, the
Cape Town International Islamic
Finance Conference (CPTIIFC)
will be held at the Century City
Conference Centre from May 10 to
May 12.
Among the themes the conference
will address are Islamic Banking,
Capital Markets and Insurance. The
discussions will seek to formulate
sustainable and socially impactful
solutions for Islamic financial
institutions.
The conference has attracted
Islamic finance leaders in South Africa
and from abroad to demonstrate
how the impact of Islamic finance
principles are indeed a catalyst to
further enable the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) set out
by the United Nations.
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, adopted by all United
Nations member states in 2015,
provides a shared blueprint for peace
and prosperity for people and the
planet, now and into the future.

At its heart are the 17 SDGs,
which are an urgent call for action
by all countries – developed and
developing – in a global partnership.
They recognise that ending
poverty and other deprivations must
go hand-in-hand with strategies
that improve health and education,
reduce inequality, and spur economic
growth – all while tackling climate
change and working to preserve our
oceans and forests.
Focus will be given to the SDGs as
outlined by the United Nations (UN)
and how Islamic finance can assist
in achieving these goals through the
Higher Objectives of the Shariah
(Al-Maqasid).
Both local and international
scholars will be in attendance to
demonstrate how the Higher
Objectives of the Shariah have been
the compass in guiding them to
serve the development of the Islamic
finance industry.
Going beyond finance, social
economic justice entails a much
broader spectrum of inclusivity that
speaks to social welfare of the masses
and provides sustainable solutions
for generations to come.
Nevertheless, finance being the
focus, particular attention will also be
given to Value Based Intermediation
(VBI). VBI encourages all financial

intermediaries (not only Islamic) to
integrate responsible and sustainable
practice through a more focused
corporate value intent that includes
wider stakeholder inclusion and a
broader community-centric impact.
VBI shares several similar
characteristics with other socially
responsible strategies led by ESG,
Sustainable
and
Responsible
Investment (SRI) and Corporate and
Social Responsibility (CSR).
The exploration on leveraging
Islamic social finance to achieve the
SDGs by mobilising and using Islamic
finance for the COVID-19 response
and other sustainable development
priorities is a must for the discussants
from diverse backgrounds at the
conference.
Discussions about ways to
leverage Islamic finance have been
ongoing, many efforts so far have
been individual deals. These range
from green ‘sukuk’ – shariahcomplaint bonds for environmental
projects – to the Global Muslim
Philanthropy Fund for Children,
a partnership between the Islamic
Development Bank and the United
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).
A key initiative of this conference
is to foster local and international
collaboration of key stakeholders in
the Islamic finance industry with the

objective to improve the deliverance
of Islamic financial services in South
Africa and beyond its borders.
To this extent, local and
international shariah scholars will
be given the opportunity to discuss
jurisdictional matters that may
have an impact of the sustainability
on regulation of Islamic finance
in Muslim minority and Muslim
majority countries.
The conference has also invited
local regulators to engage with
industry and scholars for the
provision of Islamic finance in
mainstream dialogue in the South
African context, among others, both
the Banking Association of South
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Africa (BASA) and the Financial
Services Conduct Authority (FSCA)
will be participating in the conference.
The three-day event has attracted
scholars and industry from all sectors
of the financial industry in South
Africa and looking forward to
receiving international guests from
Nigeria, Tunisia, UK, Malaysia,
Bangladesh, Pakistan and the USA.
The main conference will be
held on Tuesday, May 10, and
Wednesday, May 11, and day three,
on May 12, 2022, will host a series
of Master Class sessions and Market
Opportunities for those keen to dive
deeper into Islamic finance academia
or investment opportunities.
For more information on the
conference, please visit: https://
cptiifc.co.za/
Shaikh Ziyaat Isaacs is the managing
director of I Consult Africa.

An international conference, hosted by I Consult Africa, is scheduled to be held at
the Century City Conference Centre, from May 10 to May 12, in Cape Town. Focus
will be on the 17 SDGs as outlined by the United Nations (UN) and how Islamic
finance can assist in achieving these goals through the Al-Maqasid.
Photo SHUTTERSTOCK
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Your zakaah is powerful
FERNAAZ HUSSAIN
THE day of Eid is met with joy
and a tinge of sadness. We are
bidding farewell to the most
beautiful month and we may
not have the opportunity to
experience Ramadaan again.
For millions of Muslims
around the world, the month of
Ramadaan meant abundance,
blessings and mercy. It was a
time we searched for Divine
Mercy and became vessels of
mercy for those less fortunate.
This
Ramadaan,
South
Africans came out in robust
support for every hungry family,
for every struggling community,
for every lonely child and every
ailing parent. Your response,
once again, showed us the power
of working as a collective to help
bring ease to those most in need.
You showed us the power of
your zakaah by providing food,
water, medical assistance and
orphan support. We continue to
remind you that your zakaah is
powerful and your zakaah can
change the world of many people
in need of help.
Islamic Relief has been
collecting and dispensing your
zakaah for over 30 years, it is

a responsibility that we take
seriously. It is imperative for us
to ensure that we are answerable
to you, and most importantly, we
are of service to the communities
we serve.
Your zakaah enabled us to
initiate lifesaving projects that
will have a lasting impact and
provide a cure to the pains of
the people in Afghanistan, Syria,
Yemen, Gaza and right here in
South Africa.

How does it work?
We provided food for iftaar
and suhoor to fasting Muslim
families around the world at
the beginning of Ramadaan in
homes that satisfy the category
of zakaah.
We give children the joy of
Eid by gifting new clothes and
toys to commemorate the special
day with us. In countries that
need emergency projects and
sustainable solutions to help
them endure their difficulties,
your zakaah gave them hope and
helped them sleep better at night.
In 2021, we watched in horror
as the Gaza Strip endured days
of bombs and violence, which
resulted in the loss of homes and
important infrastructure. A year

later, you were there to help them
experience a beautiful Ramadaan
amongst their pain. You gave
them food and water, the two
basic essentials needed to survive.
It has been 11 years of conflict
in Syria and for years on end, you
opened your hearts to the people
of Syria. The war may be silent yet
it continues to destroy lives with
little hope of ease on the horizon.
Your zakaah ensured that the
people of Syria will have bread to
help alleviate their hunger.
Afghanistan is fast becoming
one of the worlds worst
humanitarian crises. Millions
of families are on the brink of
famine and your zakaah saves
lives by giving them food.
The children of Yemen are being
born malnourished, the war has
ravaged the poorest of the Arab
countries and the current levels
of hunger are unprecendented.
More than 17,4 million Yemenis
don’t know where their next meal
will come from. Your zakaah
gave protection to children,
saving them from starvation,
malnutrition and sickness through
specialised nutrition projects.
In South Africa, where at least
11,8 million people are hungry
and 2,5 million South Africans
experience hunger every day,
coupled with the lack of access to
key resources, such as clean water,
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From all of us at Islamic Relief we wish you

O

n behalf of lslamic Relief
South Africa, we thank
our generous donors for
their continuous support towards
the upliftment of underprivileged
communities locally and globally.
This year we encouraged you
to harness The Power of Your
Zakat towards the alleviation
of our Muslim brothers and
sisters suffering all over the
world. Today we can share their
joy, happiness and smiles through
your Generosity, Alhamdulillah.
We are part of one powerful Ummah
and we have faith that our strength
lies in our collective action to
make the world a better place.
JazaakAllah Khairan for your
trust and faith in Islamic Relief
From all of us at Islamic Relief
we wish you EID MUBARAK!
Alhamdulillah.

education and employment, your
zakaah enabled us to provide
food to our neighbours.
This is the power of your
zakaah.
This Ramadaan, the youth
remarkably used their resources
to help raise funds for projects
they felt strongly about. They
reached out to friends and
families around the world to help
support their cause.
The youth are the future, and
with their zest to share in the

spirit of giving, we have hope
that we will leave behind worthy
custodians who are conscious of
the plight of the world’s most
impoverished.
Your zakaah has changed lives,
may Allah SWT reward you and
grant you the best in both worlds,
ameen.
We extend our heartfelt wishes
to you and your loved ones this
Eid-ul-Fitr. May your homes
be filled with love, light and
laughter, ameen.

More Eid distributions. We cannot do it without you. We thank you!
Photo ISLAMIC RELIEF WORLDWIDE
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Ipsa students’ hard work rewarded with top results
NONTOBEKO AISHA
MKHWANAZI

THE International Peace
College South Africa (Ipsa)
undergraduate graduands
were filled with joy and
excitement as they walked in
at the graduation venue as this
was their long-awaited day.
March 25, 2022, marked
the day in which the students’
sleepless nights, hard work
and dedication was celebrated
during Ipsa’s Higher Certificate
in Islamic Studies (HCIS) and
Bachelor of Arts in Islamic Studies
(BAIS) graduation ceremony,
at the Islamia Auditorium, in
Lansdowne, Cape Town.
Since its inception, Ipsa
has taken an active interest
in the development of Islamic
scholarship and research at a
national level. Its commitment
in this area is demonstrated
by the range of programmes it
offers which are accredited by the
Department of Education, which
include, HCIS, BAIS, Bachelor of
Arts Honours Degree in Islamic
studies, and a Masters in Applied
Islamic
Thought
(Maqasid
Al-Shari’ah) and thus making it a
first of its kind.
The event, which is among
Ipsa’s annual flagship events was
attended by donors, the donor

Ipsa’s Bachelor of Islamic Studies class of 2021 graduates, seated (from left): Ashieka Noordien, Fatima Taz Zahrah Adams,
Faatima Davids, Ganeefah Abrahams, Aneeqah Parker, Kowthar Mohamed Husein; back (from left): Abdinuur Mohamed Ali
and Muzzammil Ahmad Farooki, who also won the College Merit Award as the top achiever in the class. Missing from the
photograph is Aaisha Johaadien.
Photo NAZMEH SCHROEDER

community, friends of Ipsa and
proud parents of graduates.
The institution is proud to
celebrate its 2020 academic
achievement of 28 undergraduate
students with eight of them
graduating cum laude (attaining
distinctions for all their modules).
The event’s keynote speaker,
Rehana Khan-Parker, who is an
attorney, litigation specialist,
arbitrator and mediator, extended
her heartfelt congratulation to
the graduates.
‘When a student seeks higher
education like our lovely graduates
today, their achievement brings

nothing but joy.
There is no doubt that these
students have had to make
sacrifices to ensure that they
excel in their studies and that is
praiseworthy as peer pressure and
other influences can be daunting,
challenging and even tempting.
‘Greater praise though goes to
the parents, sponsors and donors
who make great sacrifices to
ensure they finance the studies
of the graduates, often putting
their personal needs second to
that of students. But of course, of
the greatest acknowledgements
one has to make is the one to

Allah SWT who no doubt opened
the doors and listened to their
pleading hands accompanied by a
duah (prayer) in the middle of the
night,’ said Khan-Parker.
In celebrating the event, Ipsa
board member, Nazir Osman,
was ecstatic with the institution’s
results and commended lecturers
for their dedication towards
teaching the youth the deen of
Allah, and the students for their
effort to acquire knowledge that
will not only assist them in this
world but will guide them to the
hereafter.
Ipsa bursary recipient and

cum laude achiever in HCIS,
Nomfundo Amina Magwaza,
said that she was grateful to Ipsa
for believing in her.
‘As a young woman who
comes from a community where
Islam is misunderstood to be a
religion belonging to a certain
race, it is important that I am well
versed with Islamic knowledge in
order to spread the message of
Islam. I am very grateful to Ipsa
for affording me this chance to
spend my youth days attaining
the knowledge of deen,’ said
Magwaza.
Ipsa board chairman, Advocate
Hafidh Abu Bakr, said that he
was delighted at the performance
of the graduates as it is in line
with the primary objective of
Ipsa, which is to produce
knowledge with excellence which
is the cutting-edge requirement
for Islamic studies.
During the event, Ipsa
conferred their 2022 Lifetime
Achievement
Awards
to
Shaikha Maimona Solomon
and al-Marhum Shaikh Nazeem
Taliep (awarded posthumously)
for his life-long dedication to the
community.
According to Ipsa’s Taj
Akleker, this event has inspired the
institution to continue producing
leaders of a high calibre.
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Your Eid gift with Muslim Hands
AISHA ADAM

THE IMPACT OF
YOUR DONATIONS
THIS RAMADAAN
Ramadaan is a month of
immense blessings and virtues.
The Messenger (SAW) advised
us to maximise our good
deeds during this month
and abstain from sin.
Our teams delivered your
iftaar donations in several
countries throughout the blessed
month, including Pakistan, Mali,
Syrian refugees in Turkey and
Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh.
Alhamdulillah,
your
iftaar
donations ensured orphans, the
poor, needy, elderly and those
suffering with disabilities had
food for iftaar and suhoor during
Ramadaan.
Moreover, thanks to your
zakaah and sadaqah donations, our
teams will be able to run large-scale
bread factories in Syria to help feed
thousands of people daily, build
water wells to provide safe and
clean water to poor communities,
illuminate the blessed Dome of the
Rock Masjid in Al-Aqsa complex,
and deliver life-saving aid to
families suffering in conflict zones
around the world.

This Ramadaan, your impact
was truly astounding, and we thank
you for your generous donations to
help uplift the lives of the poor
and needy within the worldwide
ummah.

Donate a great charity gift for Eid
As Eid approaches, many of us
will be looking for the perfect Eid
gift for a loved one. And what
better way of spoiling your loved
one than giving sadaqah jaariyah in
their name?
Great Charity Gifts is an easy
way to give a gift to someone in
need, in the name of your loved
one. Your gift will continue giving
to those most in need, and every
time someone benefits from the gift,
you and your loved one will both
gain reward for it.
Our Great Charity Gifts range
from gifting a sewing machine to
empower a widow, building a well
to give clean water to a community,
donating an olive tree to help a
Palestinian farmer or even gifting
poultry to a family as a livelihood
scheme.
SubhanAllah, over the years,
your Great Charity Gifts have made
a significant impact in the lives
of the poor. One such remarkable
story was Zahra’s.

How a Great Charity Gift
changed Zahra’s life
Widowed at the age of 31, Zahra
suffered from extreme poverty and
hardship. She struggled on a daily
basis to source food for herself and
her child, and could barely manage
to run her household.
Thanks to the generosity of a
donor, Zahra was able to enrol in the
Muslim Hands sewing programme,
where she learnt how to sew and
make clothes. At the end of the
training programme, Zahra was
gifted a sewing machine of her own
so that she could start her own
business.
SubhanAllah, Zahra now runs her
own business as a tailor and is able to
earn an income with dignity. She no
longer has to worry about where her
next meal will be coming from, and is
able to cater to her child’s needs, and
this was all possible due to a donor’s
generosity.

Gifts, we will send you a certificate,
personalised with the name of your
loved one. This Eid, your donation
of a Great Charity Gift will allow
your loved one to earn the rewards of
sadaqah jaariyah for years to come,
while also knowing that your gift will
help empower the life of someone

poor and bring a smile to their face.
From the entire team at Muslim
Hands South Africa, we wish you Eid
Mubarak! May Allah SWT accept
our ibaadah and acts of charity during
the blessed month of Ramadaan, and
allow us to have a joyous Eid with
our loved ones, ameen.

Zahra’s life changed after a donor gifted her a sewing machine. Photo SUPPLIED

How to donate a Great Charity Gift
You can visit our website
muslimhands.org.za to view our
wide range of Great Charity Gifts
and also donate online. Alternatively,
visit our office at 30 Ernest Road,
Rylands, or call us on 021 633 6413
to make a donation.
For each of our Great Charity

Muslim Hands staff members on the ground at the inauguration of a community
well in Banigolo village, Mali.				
Photo SUPPLIED

Muslim Views . April 2022

29

Madina Institute produces first BA graduates
TASLEEMA ALLIE
THIS March 2022, Madina
Institute hosted its first full
graduation since the start of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Hosted at the Century City
Convention Centre, the event
was spectacular, graduating
the Usul al Din Class of 2020
and 2021, and the institute’s
first lot of Bachelor of Arts
in Islamic Studies graduates.
Noting the significance of
the event, the president and
founder, Shaikh Dr Muhammad
al Ninowy, flew in from Atlanta,

USA, to be part of the procession
and auspicious occasion.
The private event included
dignatories, principals, parents
and media who have all actively
contributed to the success of the
graduands. The event was hosted
by the CEO, Faizel Royker, and
official ceremonial formalities
by the institute’s dean, Professor
Khadija Moloi.
Shaikh Dr Muhammad al
Ninowy gave the keynote address,
which expanded on the students’
academic journey, and the guest
speaker, Professor Crain Soudien,
CEO of the Human Sciences

Research Council (HSRC) gave
the graduands a great boost on
their road ahead.
Top achiever for the Usul al
Din Class of 2021 is Zakiyya
Latib in Fiqh, Seerah, Quran,
Tazkiyyah, and was also awarded
the Abdur Rashid Brown Award
for her dedication, commitment
and perseverance. Imran Adams
excelled in Quran and Usul,
followed by Hassan Kalla in
Hadith and Khadija Baba in
Arabic.
The highlight of the event was
the graduation of the Bachelor of
Arts students that left many very

Madina Institute’s first BA in Islamic Studies graduates: from left, Ghazalli Ali Adams, Hafidh Zubair
Aziz Ismail, Ashkan Shokuri, Rayaan Evans, Awais Mukhtar, husband and wife: Ayyoob Gafieldin,
Sharfaa Mustafaa, Raeesa Hoosain, Chartine Sakindi Sharifa, Aaieshah Gamieldien, Ayesha M Ashraff
and Safiyya Holliday.
			
Photo MADINA INSTITUTE

Wishing you an

Eid
Mubarak,
Filled with love, happiness and prosperity,
Aameen

Shukran to all who continue to pledge their
Zakah, Lillah and Sadaqa to our Student Bursary Fund
that serves to provide beneficial knowledge to 110
students. Your generosity is growing communities in
noble character and love. May Allah bless you, Aameen

APPLICATIONS FOR 2023 ARE OPEN

www.madinainstitute.ac.za

emotional. Topping the class was
Safiyya Holliday in Hadith and
Usul, AshKhan Shokuri in Quran
and Fiqh, and Sharfaa Mustapha
in Arabic and Imaaniyat.
Aisha Muhammad Ashraf
rendered a poem and Rayaan
Evans a class message of
appreciation to the faculty, staff,
trustees, dean and president.
This 2022, Madina Institute
introduced
an
internship
programme for its graduates
that is being overseen by the
institute’s chief academic officer,
Dr Intisaar Etbaigha, and trustee,
Shaikh Mahmood Khatib.

The institute that is based in
the Icon Building, in Cape Town,
is raising funds for Project:
Deen for Teens that serves to
bring the Islamic sciences and
a much needed youth support
infrastructure to the area of
Belgravia Estate, in Athlone. To
find out more and contribute one
may contact Faizel Royker on
083 6611664.
The institute has opened
applications for 2023 studies and
student bursaries. To apply visit:
www.madinainstitute.ac.za
Tasleema Allie is the chief operations
officer (COO) at Madina Institute.

The leader of Al Jama-ah, Ganief Hendricks MP, has been appointed to serve on a key Parliamentary
Group on International Relations. See page 30.				
Photo AL JAMA-AH
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Al Jama-ah MP appointed to Pan African Parliament Focus Group
AYESHA ALLIE
THE leader of the
Al Jama-ah party and
Member of Parliament (MP),
Ganief Hendricks, has been
appointed to serve on the
Pan African Parliament Focus
Group, a sub structure of
the Parliamentary Group on
International Relations (PGIR).
Hendricks was nominated by
the PGIR, and his appointment
was approved by the Speaker
of the National Assembly, Ms

Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqakula, MP
and chairperson of the National
Council of Provinces (NCOP), Mr
Amos Masondo. Hendricks also
serves as an alternate Member
on the Portfolio Committee on
International Relations.
The appointment to the PAP
Focus Group is described as a
critical position to ensure the
execution of work mandated
to the PGIR. The tasks of the
focus groups would include
developing annual work plans,
ensure that reports are tabled,

Jaybee Estates
embraces
almost four
decades in
business
NONTOBEKO AISHA MKHWANAZI

LED by a highly experienced master
practitioner in real estate, Hameed
Rooknodien, Jaybee Estates has
been for over the past two decades
granting aspiring homeowners and
sellers an opportunity to experience
a reliable and efficient service that
caters for their specific needs.
Rooknodien, who started the
company in 1984, says his passion
grew from a combination of his
interests and personality.
‘I love people, and there is nothing
that brings me more joy than me taking
an individual through the process of
owning a house they can call home.’
Rooknodien and his team, which
comprises his personal assistant, three
estate agents, three intern agents and

that resolutions and decisions
made at international arena are
implemented and monitored.
Regular meetings with the PGIR
will also be held.
The PGIR Focus Groups,
which are sub structures of the
PGIR consists of core members
of delegations to international
parliamentary organisations.
Other MPs appointed on the
PAP are from the ANC, DA, EFF
and ATM. The convenor of the
PAP Focus Group is Professor
Mathole Serofo Motshekga

one bond originator, continuously strive
towards providing the best services.
This is seen through the range of
services they offer, such as residential
sales, rentals and property management.
While Jaybee Estates’ focus areas are
Rylands Estate, Crawford, Rondebosch
East and the Northern suburbs, they also
offer services within the broader Western
Cape region.
Jaybee Estates is committed to going
the extra mile, and commission prices are
always negotiable.
Further to that, Jaybee Estates is
associated with all the service providers in
the real estate industry: bond originators;
conveyancers and their legal teams;
providers of compliance certificate and
maintenance personnel.
So, for a real estate journey that
is seamless and rich with endless
possibilities, contact Jaybee Estates.

(ANC MP).
An ecstatic Hendricks says
being part of building closer
relations with the African
continent has always been
his wish. ‘I have always been
passionate about a United States
of Africa after spending time
in Libya in 1974. I hope I can
advance this noble objective,’
he says.
Hendricks thanks the PGIR,
the Speaker of the National
Assembly and chairperson of
NCOP for their trust in him to

help carry out the mandate taken
at international forums.
Al
Jama-ah’s
National
Executive
Committee
spokesperson, Faizel Khan,
says that the party is extremely
proud of its hardworking and
committed leader.
‘Al
Jama-ah
leads
in
promoting a new Muslim
civilisation for the Muslim
world where Africa’s thought
leaders are in the forefront. The
appointment of our president
to PAP Focus Group will help
give the necessary impetus,’ says
Khan.
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Letters to the Editor
Jumping to
Erdogan’s defence
on Israeli ties
THE article by Iqbal Jassat, titled
‘Erdogan’s Israel outreach borders
on the scandalous’, published in
the March 2022 issue of Muslim
Views is deemed deeply offensive
by the Turkish community in
South Africa, failing to understand
or appreciate, the subtleties of
international diplomacy and

SADN conducts
workshop for
tertiary students
THE Southern African Dawah
Network (SADN) conducted its
second tertiary students workshop
on Saturday, March 26, 2022, at
the Islamic Propagation Centre
International (IPCI) lecture room, in
Durban.
These are series of workshops
designed to support students
spiritually and academically. Students
are studying electrical engineering,
information technology, hospitality
and tourism, law and education
at various institutions, such as
Durban University of Technology,
Unisa, Mancosa, Regent College,

Turkey’s long-standing proactive
role on Palestine dating back to
the days of Sultan Abdul Hamid
and others during the Ottoman era
who were custodians of the area.
It is surprising that an article
targeting the president of Turkey,
containing such harsh accusations
and over-simplistic generalisations
was featured on a platform like
Muslim Views, whose democratic
and constructive editorial policy is
known and respected by everyone.
Conflicts in international
politics will be more remembered
Mangosuthu University of Technology
and Berea Technical College.
The speaker, Moulana Abdul Aziz
Maluleke, an imam by profession and
a source of motivation to students,
set the context of the workshop by
sharing the most valuable knowledge
about the month of Ramadaan and
the importance of reading the Quran.
As part of the empowerment to
students academically, the SADN, with
the generous assistance of its donors,
awarded laptops to deserving students.
This will help to improve their studies.
These workshops help students to
be guided by a positive mind and
driven by self-motivation.
We thank all those who contributed
towards the uplifting of the youth.
South African Dawah Network
Email: sadn@mweb.co.za
Website: www.sadn.co.za

by examples of those who acted,
as opposed to those who did not.
When the constructive, longterm vision of Turkish President
Erdogan in the Islamic world is
understood, the disappointment
caused by the fact that Muslim
Views published an article that is
clearly one-sided, will be better
comprehended.
Moreover, the Palestine policy
of Turkey, which questions the
open apartheid practices of this
century by Israel is Turkey’s
national policy.

It has been promoted on every
platform by using all political and
humanitarian means available. It
will be sufficient to do a short
research on the internet to discover
Turkey’s aid to the Palestinian
people.
On the other hand, with regard
to Turkey’s foreign policy. For
example, our diplomatic relations
with Serbia will not prevent us
from supporting the Bosnian
Muslims, and our friendship with
Russia will not prevent us from
being in the right place in the

Ukraine conflict, and nor will our
relations with Israel change our
approach to the Palestinian cause,
on the contrary, it will strengthen
it.
Hasan Huseyin Yigit
Executive Board Member
Turkish-South African
Youth Association (Turksay)
Muslim

Views

is

committed

providing a platform for critical opinion
from public commentators.
Editor

January 2022: The burnt out National Assembly building. Visit our website: www.muslimviews.co.za for Yunus Omar’s
article, ‘The place of Cape Town in a burning South Africa’.				
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WHE N T H E M O O N O F E I D A R I S E S I T B RI N GS HA P P I N ESS A N D JOY.

Eid Mubarak

M AY YO U R LI FE A LWAYS STAY FI LLED WI T H SUCH JOY.

“When the day of Eid ul-Fitr, the angels descend
on earth, where they take their positions at access
points of roads, calling out with a voice that is
heard by the whole creation of Allah, except men
and Jin, “O Ummah of Muhammad (SAW)!
Come out to your most Noble and Gracious Lord,
who grants much, and pardons the major sins”
Ibn Abbas (RA)

willowtongroup.com

to

independent journalism. This includes
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IMA’s response to Health
Department’s proposed amendments
THE Islamic Medical Association
of South Africa (Imasa) is in
existence for over 40 years and
is a national organisation with
branches in various parts of the
country. As Muslim medical
and healthcare professionals,
we are committed to the values
expressed by the Hippocratic
Oath and the Muslim Healthcare
Professional Oath, and believe
that it is our responsibility
to serve the community.
Imasa not only provides health and
medical care to those who cannot afford
it but also serves as a representative body
of Muslim healthcare professionals, at
various levels. The Imasa is committed
to bringing about change through
constant interaction. Our membership
consists of over 1 500 medical and
allied health professionals.
As the Imasa, we recognise that
disease outbreaks and other acute public
health risks are often unpredictable
and require a range of responses.
The International Health Regulations
(2005) (IHR) provide an overarching
legal framework that defines countries’
rights and obligations in handling
public health events and emergencies
that have the potential to cross borders.
The National Health Act, 61 0f
2003 in South Africa requires the
rapid detection of notifiable medical
conditions, as well as the prompt risk
assessment, notification, verification

and implementation of timely
interventions.
By the powers vested through the
Constitution, it is the responsibility
of the national minister of health to
develop and implement regulations
for matters within the jurisdiction of
Health and, for the specific purpose
of this response, refers particularly to
the National Health Act: regulations
relating to surveillance and control
of notifiable conditions: amendment
with a specific focus on insertion of
regulation 15 and 16.
We wish to raise the following
points about the regulations:
1. The intention of Regulation
15 and 16 is to cater for the
novel corona virus (COVID19) which was declared a
pandemic. Over the past two
years, important clinical and
scientific lessons have been
gathered with respect to
this virus. South Africa, like
other countries, is moving
towards accepting COVID-19
to be endemic and therefore
the inclusion of COVID-19
under the notifiable medical
condition regulation in the
current format, is misplaced.
2. Section 15.A – Over the past
two years sufficient evidence
has been obtained on the
natural history of COVID19, risk factors, transmission

patterns and outcomes.
Protocols of management are
continuously changing and
so too the implementation
of protocols with respect to
gatherings. Adopting a onesize fits all approach is not
feasible. Therefore, it is our
opinion that 15 A should be
reviewed and regulation 15.1
of the 2017 regulation be
re-inserted.
3. Regulation 15 D is contrary
to current guidelines which do
not make it compulsory for
isolation but rather patients
are advised to:
• Wear a mask whenever interacting
with people, for the next five
days from the date of the test
• Avoid social gatherings (three or
more people) for five days
from date of test
• Avoid being with others socially, in
indoor spaces, for five days
from date of test
• Specifically avoid socially interacting with the elderly (>60 years)
and anyone with co-morbidities (diabetes, lung disease,
heart disease, kidney disease,
cancer, uncontrolled HIV,
immunocompromised), for
five days from date of test.
4. Regulation 15.2 C with
respect requires a thermometer
to check temperature is
redundant. In a recent article
published ‘Why Temperature
Screening for Coronavirus
Disease 2019 With Noncontact

5.

6.

7.

8.

Infrared Thermometers Does
Not Work’ in the Oxford
Academic Journal of Infectious
Diseases, the current use of
temperature as a monitoring
and screening tool, is dispelled.
Section 15H adds to the
workload on an already
constrained system. The
completion of forms is a
tedious task that failed
during the initial attempts
at implementation. Contact
details were incomplete. The
contact tracing will not be
practical during widespread
disease of a condition. It may
be more suitable to establish
a GIS mapping system of
confirmed cases and make
extrapolations of contacts.
Regulation 16I (2) restricting
the number of attendees in a
funeral to 100 does not take
into consideration the different
religious rites and time periods
of the funeral prayers. In case
of a Muslim burial the duration
is less than five minutes with
an open-air burial. The risk
of transmission is similar,
irrespective of the crowd size.
Regulation 16 J 2 refers only
to protocols applicable during
a pandemic and epidemic.
These regulations including
non-pharmaceutical measures
do not cater for an endemic
situation and therefore are
retrogressive in their approach.
A restriction of an outdoor

gathering to a maximum of
1 000 or 2 000 is not based on
any scientific evidence but an
assumed figure.
9. Physical distancing as a nonpharmaceutical
measure
is not practically feasible
in all settings and therefore
cannot be imposed. Rather,
the importance of good
ventilation, which is proven to
mitigate aerosol transmission,
should be emphasised.
Although, the Imasa cautiously
welcomes some components of the
regulations as drafted, it needs to
be reviewed using updated scientific
evidence. The many discrepancies,
vagueness in articulation, lack of
scientific foundation and overreach into personal autonomy and
constitutional mandates, warrants it be
rejected by Imasa.
We are of the opinion that the draft
regulations are a top-down imposition
with limited focus on compliance
and surveillance from a population
perspective. Furthermore, we wish
to emphasise the importance of a
synchronised risk mitigated strategy
tailored to provincial variation, rather
than a one-size fits all.
Compiled by IMA executive
committee members

Wishing all a joyous

Eid Mubarak

Muslim Views . April 2022

33

Discussions with Dangor

From darkness to light
Humankind has to exit the
spiritual darkness, writes
EMERITUS PROFESSOR
SULEMAN DANGOR.

THE Quran transformed
the Arabian peninsula from
the darkness of jahiliyyah –
ignorance of Divine Guidance,
refusing His message – to
the light of Revelation.
The Arabic word for darkness
(zulumat) appears 30 times in 28
verses of the Quran. It is contrasted
with the word light in the following
verses: ‘Allah took away their light
and left them in utter darkness’
(2:17).
‘Allah is the Protector of those
who have faith: from the depths
of darkness He will lead them forth
into light. And those who disbelieve
– their allies are Taghut. They take
them out of the light into darkness’
(2:257).
‘Wherewith Allah guides all who
seek His good pleasure to ways of

peace and safety, and leads them out
of darkness, by His will, unto the
light, guides them to a path that is
straight’ (5:16).
‘Praise be Allah, Who created the
heavens and the earth, and made
the darkness and the light (6:1);
‘Can he who was dead, to whom
We gave life, and a light whereby he
can walk amongst men, be like him
who is in the depths of darkness,
from which he can never come out?’
(6:122).
‘Say: Are the blind equal with
those who see? Or the depths
of darkness equal with light?’
(13:16); ‘Alif Lam Ra A Book which
We have revealed unto thee, in
order that you might lead mankind
out of the depths of darkness into
light’(14:1).
‘Bring out thy people from the
depths of darkness into light, and
teach them to remember the Days
of Allah’ (14:5); ‘He it is Who sends
blessings on you, as do His angels,
that He may bring you out from the
depths of darkness into Light: and
He is Full of Mercy to the Believers’
(33:43).

‘Nor
are
the
depths
of darkness and the Light’ (35:20);
‘He is the One Who sends to His
Servant Manifest Signs, that He
may lead you from the depths
of darkness into the Light and
verily Allah is to you most kind and
Merciful’ (57:9).
‘A Messenger who rehearses to
you the Signs of Allah containing
clear explanations, that he may lead
forth those who believe and do
righteous deeds from the depths
of darkness into Light’ (65:11); ‘Its
night doth He endow with darkness,
and its splendour doth He bring out
(with light)’ (79:29).
While the Arabic term ‘zulumat’
literally means darkness, in all of
the above cases it has a figurative
meaning, including ‘spiritual
darkness’, ignorance of the Ultimate
Truth or Reality (al-Haqq).
The essential message of these
verses is that humankind has to
exit the spiritual darkness and
enter the spiritual light through the
Guidance contained in the Divine
Scriptures and channelled through
the prophets, of whom Muhammad
(SAW) was the last.
The word ‘nur’, which literally
means light, has several figurative
meanings. It is a Divine Attribute,
could refer to the Prophet (SAW) or
the Quran and could be understood
to mean ‘spiritual light’, revelation,
guidance etc. as the following verses

indicate:
‘O mankind! surely there has
come to you a convincing proof
from your Lord: For We have sent
to you a clear light (nur)’ (4:174); ‘O
people of the Book! Surely there has
come to you our Messenger, making
clear to you much that you used to
conceal of the Book, and passing
over much. Surely, there has come
to you from God a light (nur) and a
clear Book’ (5:15).
It is not sufficient to proclaim
to have faith (imaan). The Quran,
in fact, advised the Bedouins not to
claim to have believed but to have
submitted since (true) faith had not
entered their hearts (Quran 49:14).
Imaan has two phases: verbal
profession (Iqrar bil-lisan), and
heart-felt conviction (tasdiq bilqalb) which must be translated into
practical implementation.
Once the pre-Islamic Arabs, had
adopted the light (nur) of Islam, they
gave up all that was associated with
darkness (zulumat).
In essence the adoption of Islam
means renouncing all beliefs and
practices that are detrimental to
one’s physical, mental, social, moral
and spiritual well-being. This was
well-understood by the pre-Islamic
Arabs which is why they initially
resisted the Prophet’s (SAW) call to
embrace Islam.
Once they entered the fold
of Islam, they became the most

venerated of all men and women
(apart from the prophets), reflecting
the pristine qualities that are
characteristic of those who have
been blessed with the light of
revelation.
In addition to the characteristics
of jahiliyyah, today we are faced
with atheism, oppression, tyranny,
terrorism, exploitation of the poor.
It is understandable for Muslim
minorities to be saddled with these
challenges since they live in secular
states where religion is a private
affair and does not dominate public
life.
However, these challenges are
prevalent even in Muslim majority
countries and have begun impacting
negatively on the conduct of the
youth. We are now witnessing an
increase in an exodus from Islam,
and rise in the number of nominal
Muslims.
Sadly, we have relegated the
Quran to a book of recitation despite
the fact that the Quran exhorts us to
reflect and ponder.
We produce an abundance of
huffaadh, which is commendable,
pay great attention to correct
pronunciation and are inspired
by the beautiful recitation of the
Quran. But for most of us, the
Quran has ceased to be a Book
of Guidance and plays little or
no role in transformation of our
personalities.
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Focus on Finance

Home office expenses incurred by employees
The designated office area should be occupied for
purposes of work only, writes TINASHE CHIPATISO,
a tax and corporate consultant at Nexia SAB&T.

SINCE the advent of COVID-19,
many salaried employees had
to work remotely and probably
incurred additional expenses.
Section 23 of the Income Tax
Act (the Act) dealing with allowable
tax deductions is under government
review to accommodate home office
expenditure due to COVID-19. Having
worked from home for at least six
months during the 2021 tax year does
not automatically entitle one to claim a
tax deduction.
According to the Act, home office
expenditure typically includes rentals
paid in respect of the premises, rates
and taxes, interest on the property
bond, cost of repairs to the premises,
office equipment, furniture and fittings,
cleaning, general wear-and-tear.

Any expense in connection with the
premises may be permitted if it has
been expended in the home office for
business purposes.
Section 23(b) sets out additional
requirements before claiming the
deductions. When working from
home and having set aside a room
or part of your home as office space,
the designated office area should be
occupied for purposes of work only.
The area should not serve a mixed
purpose. A room will be regarded
as occupied for trade purposes if the
occupied part is specifically equipped for
purposes of the trade and is exclusively
used. Essentially, that room may not be
employed for any alternative purpose.
Furthermore, additional restrictions
are imposed, depending on whether
income received by the employee
constitutes mainly commission.
A deduction will only be allowed in
respect of home office expenses if the
income from the employment or office
is derived mainly from commission

or other variable payments, and the
taxpayer does not perform his/her
duties mainly (more than 50 per cent
of the time) in an office provided by
the employer; or the taxpayer mainly
performs his/her duties in his/her home
office.
No deductions will be permitted
when salaried employees partly perform
some duties at home but work mainly
from their employer’s office. They
will need to prove on a balance of
probabilities that more than 50 per cent
of their duties were performed in the
home office.
This requirement is a question of
fact to be substantiated on assessment.
For instance, if the taxpayer only works
in the home office space for two out of
the five working days and the rest spent
at the employer’s office then no tax
deduction will be permitted.
However, in the 2022 budget
speech, government announced that
it’s reviewing current home office
allowances for employees working from

home due to COVID-19.
The tax deduction for home office
expenses is generally calculated on a
pro-rata basis, considering the home
office size relative to the entire home
space or floor area of the premises.
For example, the total home area
could be 100 square metres, while the
total office space is 10 square metres.
A tax deduction will be applicable only
to the area of the home that is utilised
for work purposes, being the 10 square
metres.
The taxpayer is therefore required
to prove the exact floor area of the
premises attributable to the home office.
Claiming tax deductions for home
office expenses could also have adverse
capital gains tax implications when
disposing the home in future, particularly
for your primary residence. The first
R2-million of a capital gain or capital
loss on the disposal of a primary
residence must ordinarily be disregarded
for CGT purposes.
Any capital gain therefore derived
upon the sale of property will be
apportioned for the non-residential use
and the R2-million proceeds rule on
primary residence will not apply to

the home office space used for trade
purposes. Only the private portion
of the capital gain will be eligible to
be reduced by the primary residence
exclusion of R2-million.
The business portion of the capital
gain will be subject to capital gains tax
whether or not the taxpayer claimed,
or was entitled to claim, a deduction
against income in respect of home-office
expenses.
Lastly, in order to claim a deduction,
the burden of proof lies with the
taxpayer. It is therefore advisable to
meticulously document and calculate
each expense incurred while utilising a
home office space for work purposes.
Please note that the above is for information
purposes only and does not constitute tax/
financial advice. As everyone’s personal
circumstances vary, we recommend they seek
advice on the matter. While every effort is made
to ensure accuracy, Nexia SAB&T does not
accept responsibility for any inaccuracies or
errors contained herein.

For any queries, please contact: Hassen
Kajie (Entrepreneurial Business Services
Director, Cape Town) Mobile: (+27) 82
333 3389; Email: hassen@nexia-sabt.co.za
Yousuf Hassen (Entrepreneurial
Business Services Director, Centurion)
Mobile: (+27) 82 333 3376; Email:
yhassen@nexia-sabt.co.za

Contact us:
Cape Town Office
Tel: 021 596 5400
Fax: 021 596 5401

accountants | auditors | consultants

Other Branches:
Centurion (Head Office): 012 682 8800
Bloemfontein: 012 682 8940
Durban: 012 682 8920
Kimberley: 012 682 8980
Nelspruit: 012 682 8910
Polokwane: 012 682 8970
Port Elizabeth: 012 682 8995
Rustenburg: 012 682 8955

Services at Nexia SAB&T
Accounting and Related Services | Audit and Assurance | Business Rescue | Business Start-up
Company Secretarial Services | Corporate Finance, Mergers and Acquisitions | Corporate Governance
Enterprise Risk Management | Financial Outsourcing | Financial Planning and Advice
Information Technology Audit and Assurance | Internal Audit | Management and Business Consultancy
Payroll Services and Advice | Taxation Services | Trusteeships

www.nexia-sabt.co.za
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Domestic violence has increased.
The streets are unsafe. Children
live lives in the absence of
community
cohesion
and
support.
Responding to the cries of the
children requires an integrated
response in which Islam’s ethical
cultivation methodology must
stake a claim. Islam’s commitment
to goodness and fairness presents
a viable platform for galvanising
our energies. Cultivating moral
recognition is a cornerstone of

the believer’s practices.
Our
righteous
practices
emanate from aligning our
heart (qalb) and spirit (rooh)
to accessing Allah’s mercy
(rahmah). And Allah’s mercy is
the spiritual fuel that we put to
work in response to suffering in
the world.
Our children require us
as parents to read to them
consistently. Daily reading, for
example, activates children’s
epigenetic materials central to
their personality and cognitive
development. It takes parents
with moral energy to sustain

household
routines
and
arrangements that support their
children’s development.
The Islamic ethical approach
must respond systematically
to providing essential material
resources
for
sustainable
living. We must participate in
government and communitybased initiatives that guarantee
shelter, food, health and welfare
provisions. Muslims should play
a role in partnership with others
to address basic needs.
Islam insists on combining
individual moral cultivation with
righteous,
community-based

practices. Allah’s mercy within
us provides the moral energy for
building cohesive communities
based on neighbourliness and
caring families.
Our ethical practices are
based on daily acts of generosity.
Children deserve to live in a
world where our communities
and families support their
development. They deserve
to grow up in families where
they feel loved, cared for
and empowered to develop
flourishing personalities.
I end with a hadith in which
Prophet Muhammad (SAW)

35

explains: ‘My Lord has instilled
ethical behaviour in me and
made my ethical behaviour most
excellent.’
The
hadith
emphasises
cultivating
excellent
and
beautiful behaviour as a divinelyinspired acquisition. Our moral
formation (adab) guides how we
adapt our behaviour in the face
of crises and disruption.
Responding to the cries of the
children requires a commitment
to concerted ethical formation as
a bedrock for our practical work
to provide our children with
sustainable life paths.

Shop 10 Asar Mini Mall, Belgravia Road Athlone
Tel:
021 697 0388
WhatsApp:
076 391 3781
Cell:
082 786 3337
e-mail:
macbatct@gmail.com
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2 IndulandRoad
021 691 7015 / 9489
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Would like to take this opportunity to
thank all our Muslim Clients, Suppliers,
Staff and Families for their support and
wish them:

َﺗ َﻘ ﱠﺒﻞَ ﷲُ ﻣِ ﱠﻨﺎ َوﻣِ ﻨﻜُﻢ
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and Malay.
This has become most
apparent with access to social
media and scholars from the
West where women, youth and
men are flocking to websites
and Ramadaan programmes to
learn about Islam. This circle of
Muslims is certainly growing.
This is my ‘Ah-ha’ moment.
Women don’t come to the
mosque, are not excited about
attending the Eid salaah even
though Prophet Muhammad
(SAW) commanded them to

attend, and are not endeared to
it because of a colonised teaching
of Islam and self-choice.
But also, because the scholars
who head and lead the centres
of learning and the masjids have
no appeal. Women (and many
men, especially the youth) do not
identify with the imams or the
various Muslim councils. Most
have an aversion to religious
figures. Sadly, but perhaps
justified.
How many of the current
clerics
can
engage
with
professionals on the realities of
a global and multi-polar world,
on changing technology and its

impact on day to day living, on
oppression or business ethics?
This is important if one
acknowledges that in this age,
more women are graduates from
institutions of higher learning
than men. Women have an
incredible thirst for intellectual
engagement and this is missing
from those who claim to be ‘in
charge of the deen’.
Iram Yousuf (PhD candidate,
UP Law) says, ‘We live in a
society that often seeks extremity
… Islam is an extremist religion
ruled by men. Women are
shunned, they are the face
that haunts the kitchen. Their

company? Their own reflections
in steel appliances.
‘Lonely, confined, is it not
a wonder then that a woman
in her menses asks, “How do
I reach out to my Allah? What
do I do to feel this spirit of
Ramadaan? Or the blessings of
Eid?”
‘And had her soul been
nurtured the way she nurtures
everything around her, she
would find the spirit in her
family, in the adhaan, in the
recitation of the Quran in the
mosque or the Takbeer at the Eid
prayer. Historically, it is this that
constituted the centres of the

It’s getting tough out there, but we can help your brand take the
next step. Get started with e-commerce, refresh your Social Media
presence or reach totally new audiences online. From Tweets &
Fleets to Emojis & Stories, we'll help you do the best thing for your
business. Whether Digital Marketing & Social Media excites you or
scares you, we’ve got a solution for you. Call 021 140 1519 or email
sameer@socialnatives.co.za now to make your next move.

THANK YOU

over 24 000 in attendance

Wishing all Muslims a joyous

www.radio786.com

community from which life and
social interaction stemmed.’
If we are to breathe a new
life into our communities, one
that will illuminate for future
generations the straight path, let
us decolonise Islam so that we
no longer have to keep writing
about equity in devotional
prayer. It would simply be the
norm.
As Shaikh Abdal Hakeem
Murad said, ‘Male and female
cannot be equal for they are
mutually superior.’
Dr Quraysha Ismail Sooliman is a
postdoctoral researcher at the Centre for
Mediation in Africa, University of Pretoria.
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Rays of hope
KHALIL SUNGAY
FEW in South Africa have not
had their shoes spilled in sanitiser
in the last 24 months, and just as
we are coming out of the COVID
pandemic and thought the world
is a safer place, we’re in the
eye of the storm of the Russia/
Ukraine conflict, with our petrol
price shooting through the roof.
Our hearts go out to the many
loved ones we have lost across the
world in a pandemic that have
ravaged 100 000 and counting in
our country alone.
Consumers will have to brace
themselves for difficult days
ahead.
It was a vicious and gutwrenching twelve months to be
South African as we watched
what played out in KwaZuluNatal (KZN) and we, and the
world, held our breath and
watched dumbfounded as events
unfolded.
I was pulling out the last bits
of my hair and had friends from
overseas sending me video clips
asking me if that was really
happening in our country.
I was about ready to give up
and curl up in a corner when
Imtiaz Sooliman shared that he
had never seen such a sprit of

ubuntu as good citizens went
about protecting properties and
shopping centres in the aftermath.
Then, off course, we saw
parliament go up in flames only
to hear what I suspected all along,
that there was no insurance on the
property.
South Africans really have big
hearts. Very few know but I know
of a man from KZN giving away
R2-million loaves of bread a day,
making the pick-up point the
mosques in affected areas.
Despite all the negativity that
always reigns supreme amongst
us, our economy has actually held
up and bounced back nicely on
the back of resources, despite
COVID-19 and the riots.
Our country has seen a
significant increase in corporate
income tax revenues in the 2021/22
year, driven by commodity prices
and favourable terms of trade.
Contribution to income tax
also increased substantially
and so, too, recurring taxes on
immovable property, for example,
municipal property rates have
been shown to be the taxes that
are most conducive to economic
growth.
The bottom line is that we
need more citizens to pay their
taxes for this will contribute

significantly to the economy and
address unemployment that is at
almost 40 per cent.
The dichotomy in our country
is massive. It is a sad fact that 25
per cent of those who pay tax,
pay for the 75 per cent of all those
who don’t.
Add to that a high crime rate,
Eskom burning away a billion
rands a day and some politicians
who stole our country, and it
gives me heartburn every time I
hear their rhetoric as they duck
and dive.
Despite all this, we must learn
not just to focus on the negatives.
Notwithstanding
all
the
corruption, government has built
a sizable amount of houses and
we are slowly smoking out the
criminals we voted into power.
Ace appears to have run out of
cards and Niehaus has lost total

credibility, and as citizens, we
need to be on our guard.
Zondo’s third report is damning
and we have journalists in our
country who are not afraid to
speak out, and we must support
them.
We need to remind ourselves
that The NPA was decimated and
are finally clawing their way back,
and I remain a big fan of Batoyi.
Then there are those who are
coming through for us. Kieswetter,
our very own Imtiaz Sooliman,
Thuli Madonsela and Zondo to
name a few.
We forget that Elon Musk is
homegrown.
After 20 years of looting, we
are still the third largest economy
in Africa.
To breath in some peace and
quiet over weekends, I drove
inland from Cape Town just to

escape city life, and for a few
hours, I felt I was in another
country. Tourists come here
and remind us what a beautiful
country we have, and fund
managers offshore still see value.
I’m not for one minute making
small our challenges. It appears
daunting but we forget that we
have overthrown the apartheid
government, and nothing stops us
from doing the same today.
We can still practise our deen
freely and we can call Cyril
‘squirrel’ and not get thrown in
jail. The low local municipal voter
turn out was a blow and we
cannot afford that same apathy in
the upcoming elections.
It is time for each one of us to
do our bit to take our country
back.
Khalil Sungay is a director at Randsure
Insurance and Financial Solutions.
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Light from the Quran

The heavens and the earth
IBRAHIM OKSAS AND
NAZEEMA AHMED

DO we ever devote some time
to reflect upon the significance,
the position and the place of
the earth in relation to some
of Allah Almighty’s other
astoundingly majestic creation?
Bediuzzaman Said Nursi
addresses this matter very
cogently in his contemporary
Quranic tafsir, Risale-i Nur
(The Treatise of Light).
He puts forth the proposition
that despite being physically small
and insignificant in relation to the
heavens, the earth, is the heart and
centre of the whole universe.
It is precisely because of this
immaterial greatness of the
earth, that the All-Wise Quran puts
it on par with the heavens, although
it is like a tiny fruit of a huge tree.
He says that It is as if the Quran
places the earth in one pan of a scale
and the whole of the rest of the
universe in the other. It repeatedly
says multiple times in the Quran:
‘Sustainer of the Heavens and the
Earth’.
Bediuzzaman thus says that
despite its small size, the earth may
be thought of as equal to the heavens
for it may be said that ‘a constant

spring is greater than a lake with
no inlet’.
And, although a pile of grain the
size of a mountain apparently seems
to be thousands of times larger than
a measure, since it has all passed
through the measure and been
transferred to another place, the
measure may be seen as in balance
with the grain.
It is the same with the globe
of the earth; Allah Almighty has
created it as a place for exhibiting
His magnificent and multifarious
art, a place where His creativity
is concentrated, as a pivot of His
wisdom, a place for the manifestation
of His Power, a garden of His Mercy,
and a field for His Paradise.
Furthermore, according to
Bediuzzaman, the earth is the home
of man, with man being the fruit of
the tree of creation, its furthest part.
He says that it is well-known that
the fruit of something is its most
distant, most comprehensive, most
delicate, and most important part.
Therefore, since man, who is
the fruit of the universe, is a most
comprehensive, most wonderful,
most powerless, weak and most
subtle miracle of Allah Almighty’s
Power, it follows that he will inhabit
a place of great importance and
significance.

As such, the earth is man’s
cradle and dwelling-place, with
regard to the meaning and signs
of all the miracles of art created
and displayed on earth by Allah
Almighty. Man’s duty is to learn
and understand the wisdom in all
the Divine arts displayed on the
earth and understand the significant
meaning of all the signs of creation.
According to Bediuzzaman, the
earth is also the place of display
and point of focus of all the
manifestations of Allah Almighty’s
Divine Names; the place of assembly
and reflection of unending Divine
activity; the means and market of
Allah Almighty’s boundless creative
acts, whose generosity is particularly
clear when we witness the numerous
small species of plants and animals
on the earth.
He further says that in a small
measure, the earth is also the place
of the manifestation and existence
of samples of the artefacts to be
found in the truly vast worlds of the
hereafter.
He says that we can then see that
even if the earth does not weigh
more than the heavens, it does not
weigh less, either. Thus, we may
understand the meaning of ‘Sustainer
of the Heavens and the Earth’.
Bediuzzaman posits that it is

self-evident that the earth and the
heavens are connected to one another
like two countries under a single
government. There are important
relations and transactions between
them. Things that are necessary for
the earth like light, heat, blessings,
and mercy in the form of rain, come
from the sky, that is, they are sent by
Allah Almighty.
Furthermore, according to the
consensus of the revealed religions,
which are founded on Revelation,
and the agreement of all those
individuals who uncover the
mysteries of the universe, relying
on what they have witnessed, the
angels and spirit beings descend to
the earth from the skies.
According to Bediuzzaman, the
silence and tranquillity of the heavens,
and their order and regularity, and
vastness and luminosity, show that
the inhabitants of the heavens are
not like those of the earth; they are
obedient, they do whatever they are
commanded. Because the country
is vast there is nothing to cause
overcrowding and disputes. Their
natures are pure, they are innocent,
and their stations are fixed.
However, on the earth, opposites
come together, evils are mixed with
good, and disputes start between
them. For this reason, conflict and
suffering are born. And from them
examination and competition are
set. And from them progress and

decline occur.
Furthermore,
the
speedy,
constant change and transformation
of the earth, which emerge from
the instances of wisdom mentioned
above, requires that its inhabitants
too undergo change in accordance
with it.
And, it is because this limited
earth manifests unlimited miracles
of power that according to their
creation and unlike other animate
beings, no natural limit or restriction
has been placed on the faculties and
powers of man and jinn, who are the
earth’s most important inhabitants.
As a result of this, man and jinn
have manifested endless progress
and endless decline. A great field of
trial and examination has opened,
from the prophets and the saints to
the nimrods and the devils.
In conclusion, Bediuzzaman says
that since, just as Allah Almighty has
chosen the earth from the universe,
and chosen man from the earth,
and bestowed on him a high rank
and importance; so out of mankind
He has chosen the prophets, saints
and purified ones; true human
beings who through their belief and
submission make Him love them.
Thus, the earth indisputably has
a preeminent place in the entire
creation, and as our dwelling place,
it is our responsibility to provide the
necessary stewardship in taking care
of and protecting the earth.
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Poisoning the light of progress
Ravenous, uncaring, selfish humans are the prime
villains in the spectre of the catastrophic disasters
of climate change, writes DR M C D’ARCY.

EVERY autumn at the Cape
of Good Hope, thousands of
March Lily buds pierce the dry
summer earth. Their virginal
pink and white flowers open
like ethereal wedding gowns.
Bees carry pollen from flower
to flower, and so pollenate the
seeds. The petals shrink and fall,
leaving the fertilised seeds in
their cases. Then, long, bladelike leaves emerge from the earth
to produce nourishment for
the growing seeds of the next
generation.
In winter, the lilies hibernate.
And so the natural life cycle of
birth and death of all living beings
play out. Man is no exception.
But man is an exception
in other ways. He has often
shattered order into disorder,
peace into endless wars of greed
and cussedness.
He
has
built
fantastic
monuments,
exceptionally
beautiful art and tilled the earth
to produce crops to feed man and
beast. But he has been furiously
desecrating the earth and the lifegiving gases and seas that sustain
all creatures on earth.
The vistas of the natural
world have been shattered almost
beyond restoration. And much
of this by men – the males of the
species.
President Bolsinario of Brazil
approves the burning of the
Amazon Rainforest that is vital
for removing dangerous carbon
dioxide from the air and releasing
vital oxygen to all on earth.
Deforestation in the East Indies
for timber and chopsticks add to
the misery.
Much of the seas are now

deserts, scraped bare by huge
fishing fleets to provide food
but also wasteful products, such
as sushi and shark-fin soup, a
tasteless, eastern luxury.
Human overpopulation is
the biggest threat to the earth’s
existence. Ravenous, uncaring,
selfish humans are the prime
villains in the spectre of the
catastrophic disasters of climate
change we see currently all over
the globe.
Men have made war ever
since creation. Currently, we
are viewing on live television
the horror of the invasion and
destruction of Ukraine by the
psychopathic Russian dictator,
Vladimir Putin, placed there by
zombie voters.
Millions are displaced or have
fled to neighbouring countries.
Innocent civilians are bombed
with incendiary missiles and
heinous cluster bombs that mow
indiscriminately through innocent
lives. Essential hospitals, schools,
art and cultural heritage buildings
are in flames.
South Africa’s foreign minister,
Naledi Pandor, a Muslim,
condemned it. Strangely, the South
African government slapped her
down, probably because Russia
provided some guns and training
during the apartheid struggle. But
evil is evil wherever it occurs,
whether East or West.
We are witness to wars all over
the globe started by superpowers,
such as the USA and Britain
in Iraq, Libya, Afghanistan,
Kashmir, and the Israelis in
occupied Palestine.
Africa is continuously wracked
by internecine wars between
states, between racial groups,
fanatic religious groups and
political connivers.
South Africa is perpetually

wracked by criminal, taxi and
gang wars. Rapes and murder
are endemic. Inter-sex and
home violence are astronomical.
Economic violence between
the haves and have nots and
a flood of kleptomania by the
administration, at all levels, are
bleeding the country to death and
destruction.
Religious perceptions often
have their own demons. For a
healthy family and community,
equality between sexes is vital.
The ‘no person is above another
person’ principle is of paramount
importance.
I was horrified to read an article
‘The Angry Wife’ in a local, free
monthly magazine: ‘The Muslim
wife has to understand that her
anger directed at the husband
constitutes la’nat (Allah’s curse)
for her.
‘It does not behove her to
display anger and displeasure in
the face of her husband, regardless
of any dislike she may have for
any of his acts.
‘With humility and patience she
should tolerate his shortcomings
and even his injustice. Her humble
acceptance of her husband’s
excesses will bring the Pleasure of
Allah cascading on her.’
And another quote: ‘The
woman who angers her husband
invites the wrath of Allah, hence
her deeds of virtue are rebuffed
and find no entry to the heavens.’
This diatribe must have been
written by a man with his intellect
wrapped tightly in black purdah.
Women are to be respected.
Women are often denigrated and
shoved intellectually aside. The
first two universities in the world
(Fez University, in Morocco, and
Al-Azhar, in Cairo) were founded
by two women, both named
Fatima.

The Polish female scientist,
Marie Curie, was the first
person to win two Nobel
prizes in different sciences (In
chemistry she discovered the
element Polonium; in Physics for
discovering radiation).
The calculations of a team
of
Afro-American
female
mathematicians were crucial in
the space programme of the USA.
The list goes on.
In my youth, a ‘non-white’
female artist was a rarity in the
local community. Over the years,
school art classes, and, I hope,
my 28 years of nagging in “Art’s
for All” columns, talks at schools
and libraries helped to change the
art scene.
Internationally
renowned
calligrapher, Achmat Soni’s
extensive mosque decorations
opened many eyes to ‘Islamic’ art.

His art classes cemented his genius,
and many women delightedly
sallied into the art world. His
associated art foundation roped
in many budding artists of both
sexes.
Education is essential for
progress in this world; it is the
light of civilisation, peace and
harmony. Art and sane culture
complement that.
The new Taliban government
in Kabul denied young women
entry to high schools for seven
months, opened it for two days
then closed the schools again.
Imagine having an illiterate
mother, marrying an illiterate
woman,
having
illiterate
daughters. They will all linger
in darkness in a world that was
created of light and beauty.
To switch off the light of
existence to a fellow human being
is sinful. They are truly poisoning
the light of progress and the art of
living a wonderful life.

The March Lily, its brief life blowing in the autumn breeze.
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Tiefie Barnes: an exemplary man, an exceptional cricketer
PROFESSOR ANDRE
ODENDAAL and ASLAM
KHOTA write that Tiefie
Barnes will go down as
one of the finest allrounders in the history
of non-racial cricket.
ABDOOL Latief ‘Tiefie’ Barnes
hit the headlines as a 15-yearold, a star in the making, and
retired at the age of 54 as a
coach and player for Ottomans
Cricket Club, in Gauteng.
He was a young, curly haired
boy who was a brilliant batsman,
bowler and fielder, and by the time
he turned 20, he was commanding
a place in the Transvaal team.
Barnes turned on magnificent
performances day in and day out,
and when the occasion was big
enough, he adorned it with batting
of grace and class, unhurried and
always pleasing to the eye.
He was a diminutive man but
was able to outfox batsmen with
his deceptive and crafty off-spin
bowling.
Tiefie Barnes was born in
Kimberley in 1941, and was named
after his famous grandfather who
played for Griqualand West in
the late 1920s. Jamaldien ‘Marlie’
Barnes, Tiefie’s father, then carved
a career as a great batsman in the
1950s and the young Barnes then
emulated his dad and granddad to
become one of the country’s finest
cricketers.
They shared a rich history in the
sport and are the only family that
amazingly fielded three generations
to captain their respective
provinces. Marlie and his dad
captained the Griquas and Tiefie
skippered Transvaal in 1970, proof
that cricket was in their DNA.
Marlie and Tiefie also shared
the distinction of being named one
of five cricketers of the year in
1957 and 1972, respectively, by the
pioneering The South African NonEuropean Cricket Almanack and
its successor, South African Cricket
Almanack.
His growing reputation earned
him the title as one of the country’s
leading all-rounders in the days
prior to unity in sport in South

Africa. He seldom disappointed and
was often the leading protagonist in
the many victories he championed
for Transvaal and the South African
Cricket Board of Control’s (Sacboc)
select XIs.
The young Barnes’ precocious
talent saw him playing club
cricket in the senior leagues for his
father’s Ottomans team, in Fietas,
Johannesburg.
He was a batsman that exuded
style and elegance and played all
round the wicket.
In the beginning, he bowled off
cutters and later turned to off-spin
with greater success.
Tiefie graduated as a teacher
in 1961, and started his career at
Germiston Coloured School, as it
was called then. He was a natural
sportsman who earned provincial
colours in rugby as well. He played
fly-half for Caledonian Roses and
Transvaal.
In 1969, Tiefie joined Crescents
Cricket Club and turned them
into a dominant force in the
Transvaal Cricket Federation
league. He debuted for Transvaal
in the Dadabhay Trophy non-racial
tournament aged 20 and became
a mainstay in the side for an
incredible 16 seasons.
At a time when competition was
fierce but limited, Barnes took a
total of 95 wickets and scored 975
runs. Transvaal won the 1974/5
Dadabhay tournament for the
first time in 13 years, with Barnes
scoring a precious 104 against
Western Province in a game they
only needed to draw to take the
trophy.
He attained national colours
and was regularly selected to play
in The Champions versus The Rest,
and in the North/South games
which used to be a highlight of the
Sacboc calendar in those dark days
of playing in racial ghettos.
Already in his early 30s by then
and having given up his teaching
career, Barnes played for one
season in England as Colne Cricket
Club’s overseas professional in the
Lancashire League. He scored over
500 runs and bagged 33 wickets.
His best-ever performance
was against Eastern Province in

Abdool Latief ‘Tiefie’ Barnes is presented with a commemorative frame from his lifelong colleague and friend, Osman Latha,
at the Transvaal 1975 Dadabhay championship team’s reunion in October 2018.			
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Tiefie Barnes was a key member of the triumphant Transvaaal Dadabhay Trophy championship in 1975. Leading them onto
the field in Lenasia is captain Abdul Bhamjee (left). Other members of the team are, from left, Hoosain Ayob, Solly Chothia,
Ahmed Gabru, Ebrahim Bhamjee, Abdool Latief ‘Tiefie’ Barnes, Munir Saley, Gamba Johannessie, Aboo Manack, Suliman
Rubidge and Moosa Mangera.								
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1975/76, in Johannesburg, when
he scored a century (107) and took
ten wickets (6/50 and 4/47) in the
same match.
This earned him the distinction
of being the only player of colour in
a 100-year history of all first-class
cricket in South Africa to achieve
the double of scoring a century and
taking 10 wickets or more in one
match.
He registered four centuries
all told and took nine wickets in
a match, and 10 in a match on
two other occasions. His highest
score of 111 was against Natal in

1975/76.
In the brief flirtation with
so-called ‘normal cricket’ in 1976,
aged 37, Barnes was selected to
play against a touring International
Wanderers team. He took 2 wickets
for 4 runs in the first match and in
the so-called second ‘Test’ at The
Wanderers scored a defiant 30,
facing the thunderbolts of the great
Dennis Lillee and compatriots Max
Walker and Gary Gilmour.
Tiefie can best be described as
a ‘once in a generation’ cricketer,
and he left an indelible mark on the
game. After unity, Barnes honed his

skills as a coach and then took up
the post as a match referee in 2005
until his retirement in 2019.
He refereed for the ICC during
the 2005 Women’s World Cup
in South Africa, South African
women bilateral tours and Under19 international tournaments as
well as domestic first class cricket.
Tiefie is survived by his wife,
Fatima, sister of the well-known
brothers Aboo Bakaar ‘Bokka’
and Hashiem ‘Rosey’ Rasdien
from ‘Fietas’, their four sons, three
daughters, 14 grandchildren and
five great-grandchildren.
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