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NONTOBEKO AISHA 
MKHWANAZI

‘DO your little bit of good 
where you are; it’s those little 
bits of good put together 
that overwhelm the world.’ 
These wise words were said 
by the late anti-apartheid 
activist and Nobel Peace 
laureate, Archbishop Emeritus 
Desmond Mpilo Tutu.

The announcement of the 
passing away of Archbishop Tutu 
on December 26, 2021, left South 
Africans heart-broken.

The Imam Haron Foundation 
paid tribute to Tutu, saying that 
he exemplified courage, speaking 
truth to power and being the 
‘voice of the voiceless when the 
situation demanded it the most.

‘Archbishop Tutu is 
remembered for warning leaders 
of the arrogant apartheid regime 
for the dire consequences of their 
actions.’

The ameer of the Gauteng 
Muslim Shura Council (GMSC) 
and executive member of the South 
African Black Muslim Conference 
(SABMC), Muhammed Gadimeng, 

said that Tutu also spread the 
message of religious tolerance and 
this contributed to the acceptance 
of Black Muslims, especially in 
townships.

 ‘We honour 
everyone who 

fought for justice 
and peace. It is 

not un-Islamic to 
pronounce on good 

that people did 
while still alive. 

There is a lot we 
can learn from the 
life of Tutu and we 
need not deprive 
ourselves from 

learning because 
of construed ideas 
of what Islam is’

Born in 1931, in Klerksdorp, 
North West Province, Tutu was 

Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Mpilo Tutu leading a march with the then president of the Muslim Judicial Council, Shaikh Nazeem Mohamed, calling for an all-party 
constituent assembly conference at the height of apartheid repression in November 1989.      Photo: SHAFIQ MORTON

The Arch leaves a legacy of outrage 
against all forms of oppression
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THE passing of Archbishop 
Emeritus Desmond Mpilo 
Tutu is a loss on many 
levels, and requires us to 
reflect on his life as we 
look to redefining the way 
the world works against 
the majority of its people. 
For the generation that was 
politically conscious from the 
1970s onward, ‘The Arch’ as 
he was fondly known to justice-
loving people, may represent a 
key way through which they can 
recall their own participation in the 
struggle against capitalist white-
minority rule in South Africa.
The liberation movements 
which had been targeted by 
the apartheid regime during the 
1950s and 1960s had mainly had 
their leadership captured and 
jailed, assassinated or exiled, 

and the major 
liberatory movement of the 1970s, 
namely the Black Consciousness 
Movement, led by its famously 
eloquent and brave Steve 
Biko, had seen their leadership 
captured in the mid-1970s, and 
Steve Biko brutally murdered 
after his capture in 1977.
Biko’s death, and the murder 
of, amongst others, medical 
doctor and trade unionist Dr Neil 
Aggett, in 1982, provided the 
internal struggle against apartheid 
capitalism with renewed vigour 
and commitment in a very public 
way; where, from the mid-1960s 
up until the early 1970s, the 
struggle had continued in a 
less visible way in South Africa 
and from exile as the liberation 
movements tried to establish an 
external armed and diplomatic 
struggle, events like the Fattis 

and Monis strike in Durban and 
the emergence of the courageous 
and intellectually strong South 
African Students’ Organisation 
(Saso) in the mid-1970s saw 
a strong internal resistance 
movement emerge from within 
South Africa’s borders.
This was an important period in 
our struggle, signalling that even 
with the leadership of the African 
National Congress (ANC), Pan 
Africanist Congress (PAC) and the 
Non-European Unity Movement 
(NEUM) in apartheid prisons or 
exiled, the flame of resistance in 
South Africa had smouldered and 
was now burning for all to see.
This internal movement came 
to be strongly aligned with the 
political ideologies of the banned 
and exiled political movements, 
which was to be expected.
It is in this period that Desmond 

Tutu rose to prominence as 
one of those persons who used 
his national and international 
standing to register his public 
outrage at the savagery of the 
capitalist apartheid regime.
It is vital that we mourn this 
brave Son of Africa, and learn 
from his legacy. It is equally 
important to note that the return 
of the exiles after 1990 sidelined 
the local movements that had 
organised from the 1970s through 
the red tide of the 1980s.
This is a moment to reflect 
on the folding of many of the 
internal structures that had built 
an alternative society from the 
bottom up, and the negative 
effects of this shutting down 
after the return of the exiles for 
the rebuilding after apartheid.
We can honour Desmond Tutu 
by asking difficult questions.

The passing of The
Arch is a moment 
to mourn and to ask 
difficult questions



4 Muslim Views . January 2022

2022 ENROLMENTS NOW OPEN

Cnr. Reen & Carrick Roads, Athlone Industria • Tel: 021 637 6810 
eliteccinfo@gmail.com • Visit our website www.elitecc.co.za for all our specials

JOIN OUR WHATSAPP SPECIALS LIST 
& STAY UP TO DATE WITH OUR LATEST DEALS!

Kindly send your name & surname to 062 840 9367 
and we will add you to our growing WhatsApp database. facebook.com/elitecashcarry

THE BETTER WAY 
TO SHOP...

TODAY & EVERYDAY!

AS he pointed out in the 
introduction to this series, 
last month (December 2021), 
SHAIKH ISMAIL LONDT, 
writing under the auspices 
of the Department of Quranic 
Affairs of the Muslim Judicial 
Council (SA), will highlight 
one Quranic verse per 
edition to understand its 
significance and provide 
an opportunity to attempt 
living by its guidance.
OUR verse of the month 
is verse 105 of Surah 
al-Maa’idah (chapter 5):
‘O those who have believed! 
Take responsibility for 
yourselves! Those who have 
gone astray will not harm 
you if you are on guidance. 
To Allah is your return, all 
together, then He will inform 
you of what you are doing.’

The above is a profound verse. 
It has three parts. The first is an 
earnest address to all believers to 
take charge of and responsibility 
for themselves. The Almighty’s 
phrasing in this part of the verse 
is unique and strong.

It is translated as ‘Guard your 
(individual) selves,’ ‘Take heed 
of yourselves’ and ‘Take care of 
yourselves’. Closer to the literal 

meaning would be, ‘Upon you 
is (responsibility for) yourselves.’

The call, in this verse, is in 
the plural form and speaks of 
attention to the individual self 
as well as the communal self. A 
believer should pay attention to 
himself but should also support 
the community of believers.

We are in this together and 
each believer is part of the greater 
body of believers. We should take 
responsibility for ourselves and 
feel concern for each other.

It is essentially a call for 
responsibility and that we not 
blame others for our current and 
future states. It is also a call 
towards intellectual and spiritual 
independence and that we not 
allow ourselves to be influenced 
by others. It is, finally, a call 
towards introspection and that 
we abstain from constantly 
examining and criticising others.

The world is moving at a rapid 
pace, and we are easily pulled 
along by the prevailing currents. 
These currents move in directions 
that only lead toward assumed 
worldly gain and pleasure.

They are constantly gaining 
momentum but are limited and 
restrictive and harmful to the self. 
They have repeatedly resulted 

in regret, dissent, rebellion, 
disillusion and war.

However, their proponents are 
all around us and we, naturally, 
feel overwhelmed by them. They 
undermine those who do not align 
with them and seek to harm them, 
intellectually, emotionally and, in 
some cases, even physically.

The second part of the verse 
reminds us that Divine guidance 
reigns supreme and that those 
who have lost their path cannot 
harm those who cling to guidance. 
‘Those who have gone astray will 
not harm you if you remain on 
guidance.’

This is a Divine promise. 
The power and purity of Divine 
guidance protects one’s mind, 
heart and soul. It protects the 
self.

The end of the verse speaks of 
hope, and it directs our resolve 
toward the ultimate future. 
Everyone will return to the 
Almighty, stand in front of Him 
alone, and each individual will be 
reminded of what it chose to do 
in this world.

What we choose to do here 
affects what will happen there. 
They will be responsible for their 
choices and we for ours. We 
cannot, therefore, allow ourselves 

to be swept away by the ideas 
and whims of men who cannot 
see beyond their lust, greed and 
desire.

We have to learn what we 
must, do what we should and 
continuously pray for resilience, 
to remain on the path of guidance, 
no matter what.

Commentators on this verse 
state that it is in reference to 
when you have invited people 
to the faith but they constantly 
reject your invitation. In this 
case, you are only responsible for 
yourself and not for them.

When Prophet Muhammad, 
peace be upon him, was asked 
about this verse, he said: ‘Comply 
with what you have been ordered 
of good and abstain from what 
you have been prohibited of bad.

‘(Do so) until when you see 
avarice obeyed, desires followed, 
the world preferred and everyone 
impressed with his own opinion 
then you should take special care 
of yourself and leave the masses; 
for ahead of you are days in 
which patience is like holding on 
to an ember (burning coal).

‘For the doer (of good) during 
them (i.e., during those days) is 
similar to the reward of fifty, 
doing what you do.’ (at-Tirmidhi) 

Your individual self is 
most important to you. And 
as a community of believers, 
our collective selves are most 
important to us. Take care of 
yourself and be strong in the 
face of temptation. Denounce 
that which the world beyond 
your faith is inviting you towards 
and reflect the brilliance of the 
guidance that you are blessed 
with.

Stand with the collective 
body of believers, inviting others 
towards true success, through the 
beauty of your actions and the 
purity of your illuminated self. 
May the Almighty guide us all. 
Ameen.

Shaikh Ismail Londt is the 
head of the Department of 
Quranic Affairs of the Muslim 
Judicial Council.

Taking responsibility for ourselves and others
The Holy Quran, Our Salvation
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FATIMA ALLIE

HAJJ The Timeless Journey 
is the brainchild of the late 
Shanaaz Parker, and it has 
become our amaanah. You 
and I are part of this project, a 
legacy that keeps on giving.

As a food stylist and chef, 
whenever Shanaaz was busy with 
a radio or television production, 
her guiding principle was always 
that the community benefit from 
those shows.

Shanaaz was passionate 
about sharing her skills and 
empowering our community. In 
2006, she published her second 
cookbook, called Indulge. This 
publication inspired her to 
partner with Ramadaan Kareem, 
an SABC TV production with 
Munier Parker.

In 2008, Shanaaz published 
Innovativ’, and in 2010, she 
empowered a few of her friends 
and her daughter to co-author 
eight books with her, and 
named them the Indulge Recipe 
Collection.

It did not end there. She 
wanted the community to benefit 
even more and her dream of 
sending deserving community 
members for their fard Hajj came 
to fruition through the sales 
of this book. Ten hujaaj from 
across South Africa were selected 

and performed their fard Hajj. 
This is how Hajj: The Timeless 
Journey was born.

12 months ago, this project 
was revived thanks to the 
niyyah of Shanaaz before she 
returned to Allah, in December 
2020. Rehana Parker Sayed, 
Shanaaz’s daughter, has taken on 
the leadership role to continue 
her mother’s living legacy. In 
order to fulfil this legacy, we are 
selling the Shanaaz Parker Recipe 
Collection books.

Over the past year, we 
have asked our community to 
kindly support this project by 
purchasing the books and to 
also nominate a worthy family 
member, friend or acquaintance 
to perform their fard Hajj.

For Phase 1, we packaged 
four Indulge Recipe Collection 
books at R99 and this is 
available from the following 
participating retailers: Spar 
Stores (Kromboom, Ottery, 
Grassy Park, Groote Schuur, 
Kensington, Strandfontein); Big 
Boy Crockery (Lansdowne); 
Sawants Creations (Rylands); 
Chikro (Grassy Park and Parow).

Thus far, we have collected 

R190 000 during Phase 1. This 
is due to the overwhelming 
community support. Shukran, 
thank you, for your kindness 
towards this project.

Phase 2 will be launched in 
February 2022. The community 
will be able to purchase Flavor’s, 
the fourth book of Shanaaz 
Parker, and receive a free Indulge 
Recipe Collection book and free 
conversion chart.

The global COVID-19 
pandemic is producing different 
variants of this virus, which is 
affecting the Hajj landscape. 
The selection panel of Hajj: The 
Timeless Journey awaits the 
guidance of the South African 
Hajj and Umrah Council (Sahuc).

As soon as we gain clarity on 
Hajj 2022, we will consider all 
the recommendations made by 
Sahuc and inform the community 
as to the way forward.

We will then be able to say 
with certainty whether our 
selected hujaaj will be able to 
go for their fard Hajj in 2022 or 
2023. We place our trust in Allah 
for Allah knows best and guides 
us all.

Hajj The Timeless Journey has 

become our community outreach 
initiative. All funds raised from 
the sales of these books will 
be contributed to this campaign. 
Over the past year, we have 
raised R190 000 and it is our 
niyyah to double this amount.

The more books we sell, the 
more funds will be collected to 
enable us to finance the fard Hajj 
of a number of deserving pilgrims 
who are unable to afford the cost 
for this sacred journey, Insha 
Allah.

We thank the community 
for taking the time to send in 
nominations and we encourage 
you to continue to nominate. Do 
not hesitate to nominate as you 
might change the life of someone 
near and dear. All nominations 
are being screened and saved.

Muslim Views and Radio 
786 are proud partners to this 
project. The nomination process 
is user friendly: Radio 786 has 
kindly designed an application 
form on their website, www.
radio786.co.za

• Click on the ‘Hajj: The 
Timeless Journey’ icon 
and follow the prompts

• Your motivation should be 

no more than 300 words
• A nominee can be nominated 

more than once by 
different people

• Couples can also be 
nominated

Nomination criteria: 60 years 
and older; has not performed 
Hajj before; has made niyyah 
to perform Hajj; has applied 
for Hajj accreditation through 
SAHUC; has the COVID-19 
vaccine; is financially not able to 
afford the cost of the Hajj.

Emai l  nominat ions 
to hajjthetimelessjourney@gmail.
com

Follow us on Instagram: @
shanaazparker legacyproject 
and Facebook: Shanaaz Parker 
Legacy Project.

A year later:

The community will be able to 
purchase Shanaaz Parker’s fourth 
book, Flavor’s, during phase two of 
the Hajj The Timeless Journey project. 
With every purchase, one receives a 
free Indulge Recipe Collection book 
and free conversion chart..                 

Photo SUPPLIED
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SAADIQE ROSSIER

THE Cape Muslim community 
was in October 2021 graced with 
the appointment of the youngest 
scholar to position of mufti of 
the Muslim Judicial Council.

It is a role that Mufti 
Abdurragmaan Khan takes on 
from his late teacher and former 
mufti of the MJC, the late Mufti 
Taha Karaan, who played a pivotal 
role in his life and intellectual 
development.

Mufti Abdurragmaan was born 
in Cape Town in 1983 and grew 
up in Athlone. His early upbringing 
was steeped in traditional Islamic 
values, growing up in a religious 
household that espoused the virtues 
of dawah, Quranic memorisation 
and furthering one’s spiritual 
development.

He recalled fondly: ‘My father 
was very active in dawah and 
my mother supported him, both 
in terms of his business and his 
dawah.’

He mentioned the impact his 
mother had on him at a young 
age. ‘In the evenings we weren’t 
allowed to watch television. Every 
night, we would read a book to my 
mother on topics such as the virtues 
of the Sahaabah and virtues of the 
Quran.’

Mufti Abdurragmaan embarked 
upon his formal schooling at 

Habibia Nursery, then Habibia 
Primary and attended high school 
at Islamia College.

He studied hifdh on a part-
time basis with Shaikh Sulaiman 
Benjamin but it was with 
Shaikh Ismail Londt that Mufti 
Abdurragmaan dedicated himself 
full-time to hifdh, completing the 
memorisation of the Holy Quran 
in 2000. Thereafter, he continued 
studying Arabic with Shaikh Londt.

In 2002, he joined Dar al-Ulum 
al-Arabiyyah al-Islamiyyah (DUAI), 
in Strand, where he met one of his 
greatest mentors and inspiration, 
the late Mufti Taha Karaan.

Mufti Karaan’s life and teachings 
left an indelible mark on Mufti 
Abdurragmaan, to the extent that 
the torch has now been passed on 
to his student who now carries on 
the legacy of his late teacher.

Mufti Abdurragmaan studied 
various Islamic sciences at DUAI, 
and did specialised courses in 
Islamic banking, finance, business 
law and the issuing of fatawa. In 
his final year, in 2006, he started 
teaching at DUAI and stayed on as 
a teacher until 2015.

In 2009, Mufti Abdurragmaan 
established Dar al-Turath al-Islami, 
an institute of higher Islamic 
learning, and continues to serve as 
its rector.

In 2011, he established the 
Mahabbah Foundation for the 

purpose of gathering Muslims in 
an environment in which Allah 
is remembered and His beloved 
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) is 
spoken about.

Mufti Abdurragmaan is 
currently imam at Masjid Khidmah 
al-Islam, Taronga Road, Cape 
Town, and also teaches online at 
SeekersGuidance.org.

He was appointed to the Fatwa 
Committee of the MJC in 2013 
and was appointed as the mufti in 
October, 2021.

As the mufti of the MJC, Mufti 
Abdurragmaan, along with the 
assistance of  the Fatwa Committee, 
will be responsible for issuing 
guidance to the community related 
to every facet of Islamic life.

‘Many people don’t know 
that they can contact the Fatwa 
Department for guidance regarding 
any religious matter, be it the 
Islamic rituals like salaah, fasting 
and zakaah, or Islamic business 
deals, investments, finance and 
banking, marital challenges, and 
even problems with their neighbour 
or employer,’ the mufti said as he 
discussed his new role.

He added: ‘The shariah 
is something that governs us in 
every aspect of our lives … there 
is guidance, telling us what we can 
do, what we cannot do and how we 
should do it.’

While discussing his goals as 

mufti, he expressed his eagerness 
to create more accessibility and 
transparency to the public 
regarding religious queries; to have 
a stronger online presence where 
people can send their questions and 
have fatawa uploaded online and to 
be more connected to the broader 
Muslim community.

‘We want the Fatwa Department 
to have a broader presence within 
the community, the idea is to 
become more accessible.’ Mufti 
Abdurragmaan went on to state, 
‘We want to host regular workshops 
and programmes aimed at young 
graduates and ulama with the 
objective of increasing knowledge 

and skill sets.’
When asked how he felt about 

stepping into the shoes of his 
former teacher and mentor, he 
stated, ‘Mufti Taha Karaan was 
so much more than just the mufti 
of the MJC. He wore many hats 
and played many roles, and for one 
person to fulfil all those roles is not 
possible.

‘One of those roles was mufti 
of the MJC; and with the support 
of the members of the Fatwa 
Department, we have no doubt that 
we will adequately fulfil the role of 
the Fatwa Department and that of 
the mufti by issuing clear guidance 
to the community.’

MJC mufti: ‘Fatwa Department should be more accessible’

The newly appointed mufti of the Muslim Judicial Council, Moulana 
Abdurragmaan Khan, says that the Fatwa Department should have a broader 
presence in the community and be more accessible.                                               

Photo DAR AL-TURATH AL-ISLAMI
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NONTOBEKO AISHA 
MKHWANAZI

THE journey to achieving 
success in this world and 
the hereafter begins with 
having the willingness to start 
doing something towards 
attaining that success.

This has inspired the 30-year-
old businessman, Pan African 
Youth Business president and 
ameer of Mvelingqangi Jumuah 
Masjid, Kulungile Raheem 
Nkumane, to strive in the belief 
that change can only be achieved 
when humankind starts to be part 
of the solution to the problems 

that they encounter.
Nkumane was born and raised 

in Winterveld, a township in the 
north-western part of Pretoria, 
where the rate of poverty and 
unemployment is at its highest.

Despite this, he did not allow 
it to define his future, and he 
continuously works towards this 
also not defining the future of 
others.

‘My love for education started 
from a very young age. I just feel, 
through education, even the sky 
is not the limit; even though, at 
that time, it was all about learning 
English in order to connect with 
the world.

‘In my neighbourhood, there 
was only one house which had 
a television, and whenever we 
would all gather as youngsters to 
watch movies, I would actually 
get a glimpse of a world full of 
endless possibilities where I can 
become whatever I aspire to be if 
I work hard.

‘This encouraged me to never 
want to be another statistic of 
an unemployed youth but want 
to eradicate poverty,’ related 
Nkumane.

He believes that a mixture 
of good intention, an enormous 
dream, prayer and starting small 
can go a long way in achieving 

your dreams.
‘Through education, doors for 

my passion in business opened 
and I developed leadership skills. 
I would sell sweets at primary 
school, and I would have about 
three or four other learners selling 
sweets for me, and this at times 
would get me into trouble because 
break time would be over and 
I would still be outside of class 
selling sweets.

‘These skills went a long way. 
After primary school, I did hifdh 
and, upon completion, I worked 
as a driver at the embassy of Saudi 
Arabia for two weeks. Then with 
that income I started a small shop 
where I sold sweets and snacks. I 
always had money coming in, and 
I was not disheartened if I only 
made R2 a day.

‘I knew that I just had to keep 
going and eventually something 
great was bound to happen. From 
the little income, I was able to 
pay for my HIGCSE (Higher 
International General Certificate 
of Secondary Education) and my 
diploma in Islamic Studies. My 
business also slowly grew and 
then I got into transport logistics.’

Speaking about the 
Mvelingqangi Jumuah Masjid, in 
Winterveld, Nkumane said: ‘With 
the help of Allah, I initiated a 

project to build a Madinah model 
in our lifetime. Thus far, we have 
built a masjid, skills centre, mini-
shopping mall, in-house hifdh 
boarding school, a health care 
centre.

‘And among our pipeline 
projects is a waqf shopping centre, 
a set of apartments, a school which 
will cater for learners from grade 
1-12 and an IT college. I also got 
to be part of the mining indaba as 
a committee member. Recently, 
I was appointed as the Pan-
African Youth Business president 
and Muslim ambassador,’ he 
remarked.

He has also, through the years, 
provided more than 50 bursaries 
for both secondary and tertiary 
schools.

Nkumane highlights the 
importance of role models. His 
role model is Nabi Muhammad 
(SAW).

‘When I was young, I came 
across a book about Mansa 
Musa, and I was intrigued and 
aspired to one day be like him. 
He was not just a rich Mali king 
but in any community he would 
visit, poverty would be a thing of 

Thirty-year-old, businessman, Pan African Youth Business president and also 
ameer of Mvelingqangi Jumuah Masjid, Raheem Nkumane, who believes that 
change can only be achieved when humankind starts to be part of the solutions 
to the problems they encounter.          Photo SUPPLIED

Dream big, pray and start small

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9



9Muslim Views . January 2022

the past.
‘It was through the book that I 

also realised that every generation 
owes the next generation a breed 
of role models whose role model 
is Nabi (SAW), and our current 
society lacks these role models.’

He further says that his journey 
has always been inspired by the 
endless hope and possibilities 
Allah SWT mentions in the 
Quran.

‘My late mother, Zainab 
Nkumane, taught me the Quran 
from a very young age. She ran 

a madrasah and every time other 
children did not know their work 
they would be beaten once, and 
I would be beaten twice. This 
taught me to prioritise Islam in 
my life and shaped my view on 
difficulties being an opportunity 
to do good for others,’ related 
Nkumane.

He mentioned that in every 
journey there are those who will 
try to crush your dreams but 
istiqaamah (steadfastness) is key 
in achieving them.

‘Growing up in the township, 
where your dreams can be crushed 
because they do not seem to fit the 
norm or for the mere fact that 

you have dreams; I remember 
telling one of my peers that my 
first car will be a Mercedes Benz,’ 
recalled Nkumane. (At that time it 
seemed impossible for anyone in 
the community to own such a car 
because of the poverty rate.)

‘He [the friend] sarcastically 
responded and said where will 
you ever get a Mercedes Benz… 
And through hard work and 
dedication I achieved even more 
than the Mercedes Benz I was 
dreaming for,’ said Nkumane.

He says that resilience is among 
the characteristics an individual 
needs to adopt in order to achieve 
their dream.

‘It took us five years to get 
the land to be able to build 
Mvelingqangi Jumuah Masjid, 
and throughout the years a lot 
of people came and went but I 
stood firm with the hope that it 
will happen when Allah wills,’ 
Nkumane said.

He added that relying on Allah 
rather than on human beings 
for assistance is a step closer to 
achieving more than just worldly 
dreams.

‘Growing up, my mother 
instilled the belief in me of never 
relying on anyone’s pocket. She 
would say to me, go and do 
business and whatever you get, 

share it with others because it 
is not yours to keep but for you 
to use for the betterment of the 
ummah of Prophet Muhammad 
(SAW).

‘Allah also says in the Quran 
that there is no moving creature 
on earth whose provision is not 
guaranteed by Him, SWT. So, 
there is no need for us to depend 
on others for what Allah has 
guaranteed when we can just ask 
Him SWT, and He will provide,’ 
affirms Nkumane.

He advises us that days are not 
all the same and if you try and 
it does not work out today, ask 
Allah and try again tomorrow.

CONTINUES FROM PAGE 8
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NONTOBEKO AISHA 
MKHWANAZI

‘THE uncertainty of 2020/21 
has taught us that being 
prepared for the unexpected 
is more important than ever.

‘It has also given us an 
opportunity to reflect and 
evolve from traditional forms of 
adversarial approach to a more 
competitive intelligent approach, 
where unions will bring not only 
complaints to the table but solutions 
and risk mitigations to challenges 
of the future,’ says entrepreneur 
and secretary general of the Public 
Service and Commercial Union 

(PSCU), Tahir Maepa.
He said this following the 

PSCU’s inaugural conference, 
which was held at the Sheraton 
Hotel, in Pretoria, on December 
13, 2021.

Maepa says that the formation 
of PSCU was inspired by the effects 
of COVID-19, especially on the 
working class.

‘At some point, we were all 
isolated from our friends and 
families and had to adapt to new 
ways of living. Hence the need 
to build a trade union that will 
anticipate future challenges today 
in order to mitigate the mess the 
working class had to endure.

‘South Africa needed a union 
that will not sleep with employers 
at night and dance with workers 
during the day; a completely 
independent union that will only 
look after the interests of workers, 
with commitment, honesty, agility, 
robustness, innovation and a new 
mindset to our future challenges,’ 
says Maepa.

He expressed that PSCU is the first 
of its kind. ‘PSCU is the first union 
in the country that combines the 
public service with the commercial 
sector under one umbrella. It’s 
about time that workers in the 
financial sector, particularly 
banks, be freed from undemocratic 

partisanship…’ asserts 
Maepa.

In response to 
the call made by the 
National Minimum 
Wage Commission of 
written representations 
on the new proposed 
minimum wage for 
South Africa for 2022, 
Maepa claimed that 
minimum wages will 
never be equitable 
as long as Nedlac is 
untransformed.

‘Nedlac is almost 70 
per cent ruling party 
(Cosatu and ANC) yet 
it benefits the wishes of 
the 20 per cent, which 

is business. So long as this scenario 
remains, we expect nothing but 
continuation of exploitation of the 
most vulnerable working class,’ 
claims Meapa.

A majority of workers who 
are mistreated in their workplace 
fear speaking out, taking action 
or joining trade unions. ‘I always 
appeal to workers that they have 
a choice to either accept their 
condition as humiliating as it is or 
stand up for their rights even if it 
seems the odds are against them.

‘They need to organise themselves 
into strong groups whether in 
workplaces or residential, and 
they must work closely with civic 
and civil rights organisations to 
give them support if needs be to 
force the state to discharge its 
constitutional obligations,’ argues 
Maepa.

Advocate Smanga Sethene, 
one of the guest speakers at the 
conference, noted ‘A material 
vacuum has been identified where 
workers in various sectors of the 
economy are not unionised. The 
ruling party has thousands of 
employees who are not unionised, 
with some of them having to go for 
months without salaries…

‘I understand that PCSU is 
envisaged to occupy the critical 
space that has always been neglected 
by the various established unions in 
the country and I wish it all the 

best as it claims its place within the 
trade union environment. It should 
exist to change the employment 
environment in the country,’ says 
Sethene.

Professor Slindile Amina 
Ngubane, also a guest speaker, 
urged the PSCU to take a different 
approach in tackling gender-based 
violence in the workplace.

Often when speaking of gender-
based violence (GBV) in the 
work environment, people tend 
to automatically assume rape or 
sexual harassment, yet it is not 
only limited to that as it includes 
emotional and financial pressure.

Ngubane highlighted that PSCU 
needs to look into the emotional 
abuse that arises when Muslim 
women are still victimised and told 
they should not wear the hijab or 
just made to feel uncomfortable. On 
the financial side, she pointed out, 
that there was still wage disparity 
with women often earning less than 
their male counterparts.

‘When people come for 
induction at work, unions should 
not come and say membership is 
R30. Unions must go there and tell 
workers their rights, give them hope 
that there will be career progression 
without being dehumanised in the 
workplace, and show workers the 
willingness to represent them,’ said 
Ngubane.

For more information on PCSU 
email info@pscusa.co.za or check 
their website www.pscusa.co.za.Members of the PSCU at the inaugural conference at the Sheraton Hotel, in Pretoria.                

Photo SUPPLIED

PSCU brings renewed hope in trade unionism
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SHAFIQ MORTON

EXTOLLING the virtues and the 
seerah, the sacred biography, of 
the Prophet (SAW) has been an 
institution for over 1 400 years – 
and hardly the shirk and bid’ah 
espoused by certain literalist 
groups since the 18th century.

The beloved Prophet (SAW) 
reminded us, ‘None of you have 

faith until I am more beloved to 
him than his children, his parents 
and the rest of the people…’

The historical, and accepted, 
way to express this omniscient 
love has been through the ecstasy 
of verse, and the annihilation of 
the ego in the presence of the 
Messenger (SAW).

The first person to do this was 
the Prophet’s (SAW) uncle, Abu 

Talib, who recited that despite 
Quraish tribulation, he would still 
support his beloved nephew.

Ka’b bin Zuhayr, a former 
enemy of Islam, eulogised the 
Prophet (SAW) in the very first 
Qasidat ul-Burdah (the Song of the 
Mantle) in 630 CE. The Prophet 
(SAW) was so touched that he 
adorned Ibn Zuhayr with his cloak.

Six centuries later, the Sufi 

mystic, Imam al-Busiri, would be 
wrapped in the Prophet’s (SAW) 
mantle in a dream; a dream that 
would cure him of sickness after 
he’d penned his famous verses that 
are still recited today.

These magnificent odes, written 
by countless scholars and lovers 
of the Prophet (SAW), are recited 
at Mouloods. The Moulood, 
sanctioned by the ulama, 
commemorates at any time the 
blessed birth of the Prophet (SAW), 
a noble birth adorned by miracle 
and illuminated by angelic light.

Scholars agree that to praise 
and greet the Prophet (SAW) and 
to honour his life are of the most 
authentic ways to get close to him.

Conventionally, we have become 
accustomed to hearing riwayat 
(verses) upon the Prophet (SAW) in 
Arabic, Urdu or Persian – elevated 
classical languages, layered with 
meaning and syncopation – that 
have produced poets such as Rumi, 
Shiraz, Barzanji and Iqbal.

When The Beloved Prophet: 
An Illustrated Biography in 
Rhyme, crossed my desk, my 
curiosity was piqued. Authored 
by Zaahied Sallie, and exquisitely 
and accurately illustrated by Saaid 
Rahbeeni, it proved to be a feast 
for the eyes.

There are no depictions of 
the Prophet (SAW) or his noble 
Companions. What we have instead 

are detailed illustrations that reflect 
the everyday experiences of the 
early Muslims, from a palm broom 
and a clay jar resting on a roof, to 
desert scenes.

But where this book breaks the 
stereotype is in its text – English. 
And where it stands out is in 
its four-lined rhyming couplets, 
a huge semantic test to sustain 
over 115 pages. But Sallie has met 
the challenge. For example, when 
he talks about The Year of the 
Elephant we get:

‘There was once a man inspired 
by Words/ Arabic of superlative 
form, struck high chords/ 
A message from Heaven to an 
unlettered man/ Authored by God, 
the final revelation began’

Thankfully, Sallie has not 
tried to ‘sanctify’ his verse with 
pseudo-biblical English, such as 
‘thee’, ‘thou’ and ‘hast’. The read 
is all the better for its simple use 
of contemporary language, which 
makes this an accessible and highly 
pleasant browse, or deep read, for 
people of all ages.

Published internationally 
by Claritas Books, The Beloved 
Prophet: An Illustrated Biography 
in Rhyme is a testimony to the 
sometimes not-so-appreciated 
creativity of those in our 
community. These are people who 
deserve the highest accolades for 
their efforts.

The Beloved Prophet: An Illustrated Biography in Rhyme embracing a classical tradition

Zaahied Sallie’s four-lined rhyming couplets over 115 pages in honour of the beloved Prophet (SAW) are ably complemented 
by Saaid Rahbeeni’s exquisite and accurate illustrations.                             Image SUPPLIED
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NURAH TAPE

FORMER South African 
ambassador to the US, Ebrahim 
Rasool, has described a new 
publication on the life of 
Prophet Muhammad (peace 
be upon him) as nothing short 
of ‘bold and audacious’.

He was speaking at the launch of 
The Beloved Prophet: An Illustrated 
Biography in Rhyme, held in Cape 
Town.

The 115-page book detailing 
the life of the last prophet of Islam 
is written by Zaahied Sallie and 
illustrated by Saaid Rahbeeni.

Rasool said that it is important 
that the seerah (life story) of the 
Prophet (SAW) captures the hearts of 
what he called the ‘sunrise generation’ 
in new ways.

‘The boldness between Zaahied 
and Saaid is that they did rhyme and 
illustration. And with it,’ he stressed, 
‘we must go into battle for the souls 
of the next generation, that they may 
grow to love the Prophet in the way 
that we have been taught to love, 
except that the act is being upgraded.’

UK-based Claritas Books 
recognised the value of such a 
publication and took on the project. 
The entire seerah is written in rhyme, 
accompanied by rich illustrations that 
bring the story to life.

Rasool praised Claritas saying, ‘It 

has emerged as one of the premier 
publishers of Muslim thought today.’

Shaikh Sharif Banna, chairman of 
Claritas Books, says that the author 
and illustrator have contributed to 
the Prophet’s legacy ‘in a unique way 
in putting together what is, to the best 
of my knowledge, the first illustrated 
English biography in rhyme of the 
Prophet Muhammad’.

Banna explained that when the 
author first shared this labour of 
love with him at a chance meeting in 
Cape Town, in 2018, ‘it immediately 
captured my imagination’.

‘I’m a firm believer of pursuing 
our full creative potential in 
communicating our faith, the beauty 
of this message of Islam, the message 
and values of the Quran, and life 
and legacy of Prophet Muhammad,’ 
adding, ‘We essentially agreed to 
work together in bringing this book 
to life.’

Banna hopes that ‘this work 
inspires others to continue this legacy 
of communicating our values … and 
the Prophetic biography’.

Rasool described the publication 
as ‘the thinking person’s biography… 
The methodology of the book is bold 
and audacious because it does not 
hedge its bets on our ambiguous 
relationship with beauty,’ he said.

‘It says that there is beauty in 
illustration within parameters, and 
there is beauty in rhyme because it 

has an effortless, persuasive character. 
And so, this work challenges us, and 
it is critical for that next generation.’

Author, Zaahied Sallie, said, 
‘What I attempted was to give new 
form to an existing story, to create a 
reflective and meditative space of the 
Prophet’s exemplary life by merging 
poetry and art.’

He explained that the Prophet 
(SAW) lived at a time when the 
Arabic language had reached its 
zenith in poetry. It was an art form 
‘that drew the listener in, moving and 
inspiring… the setting was perfect for 
the noble Quran to win over hearts.

‘Using poetry allowed me to create 
a brief story but with depth – found 
in the undertones and evocative use 
of language.’

The book comprises 52 chapters, 
each with its corresponding artwork, 
624 stanzas and 2 496 lines.

Illustrator, Saaid Rahbeeni, credits 
his late mother for instilling in him a 
love of reading, and through that he 
‘developed a love for comics’, which 
led to his passion for art.

In line with Islamic tradition, the 
personage of the Prophet (SAW), his 
wives, children, grandchildren, and 
those of his closest Companions are 
not depicted in the book.

Rahbeeni said, ‘We tried to give 
as much detail as possible, despite the 
omissions that we have to maintain.’

With Sallie referring to the poets 

of that bygone era as the ‘Twitter 
of the day’, Rasool said, ‘The next 
generation will not have the attention 
span to listen to long khutbahs and to 
read long biographies.

‘They need to be hooked 
immediately,’ Rasool emphasised. 
‘Let us compete not only in content 
but in methodology and style, and 
as this book says in its disclaimer, 
respectful of the traditions of Islam, 

not violating it.’
Al-Azhar High School, in Athlone, 

Cape Town, has prescribed the book 
for Islamic Studies to students in 
grades 8–11.

More information on the 
book can be found at: www.
thebelovedprophetbook.com or 
www.claritasbooks.com and on 
Instagram: @thebeloved_prophet |@
claritasbooks

New biography on the Prophet for ‘the thinking person’

Zaahied Sallie, author of The Beloved Prophet: An Illustrated Biography in 
Rhyme, says that he ‘attempted to give new form to an existing story’.                                               

Photo ZAAHID SAFEDIEN



14 Muslim Views . January 2022

THANK YOU
FOR GIVING HOPE.

islamic-relief.org.za
0800 111 898

073 154 5369
0800 111 898

Acc Name.        Islamic Relief   
Bank Name.     Standard Bank

Branch Code     005205 
Acc No.             005318459 | Savings
Reference         Name + Your Number S

N
A
P
S
C
A
N

IRSA CORRESPONDENT 

FOR millions of the world’s 
most vulnerable people, 2021 

was a year of continued 
crisis, suffering and loss.

The global economic decline 
induced by the COVID-

19 pandemic only served to 
intensify the plight of those 
affected by wars, natural 
disasters and poverty. Over the 

past 12 months, more lives were 
placed at risk and in need of 
humanitarian assistance than 
ever before.

In 2021, Islamic 
Relief provided 
life-saving aid to 
over 16 million 
people through the 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
of more than 680 
significant projects in 
38 countries across 
the globe.

From Yemen to 
Malawi, Bosnia to 
China and right here, 
in South Africa, you 
helped us provide 
essential aid to 
families struggling 
to survive. You 
made it possible for 
Islamic Relief to save 
lives and to bring 
sustainable change to 
help lift communities 
out of poverty.

Last year, we 
strived as one body 
to bring ease to those 
in need. Together, 
we made a difference 
through interventions 

that dramatically improved 
the quality and accessibility of 
food, water, hygiene, healthcare, 
education, livelihood and social 
services to communities at risk.

In Ramadaan, you were able 
to provide suhoor and iftaar 
to over 1,2 million people, and 
during the days of Eid-ul-Adha, 
you shared the sacred sacrifice 
with 3,2 million people around 
the world.

As we tackle the effects of 
climate change and address the 
lack of clean water, you were 
able to provide clean water to 
over 844 775 people.

We would never have been 
able to do this without the 
grace of Allah SWT and without 
your incredible support. Every 
donation, every kind word, 
every thought and prayer has 
touched a life and given hope of 
a better future.

To our amazing staff, 
partners, donors, supporters, 
volunteers and well-wishers, we 
say, ‘Thank you!’ We thank you 
for all you have done and all 
you continue to do. As long as 
there is a need, may Allah keep 
us together. May He continue 
to use us in the service of the 
most needy and vulnerable of 
His creation.

Jazakum-Allahu khair.

Thank you for giving hope to so many
- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -

In 2021, Islamic Relief sponsored 79 800 orphans in 27 countries through their Orphan Sponsorship Programme.  Photo SUPPLIED
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Focus on Finance

NEW year’s resolutions often 
come and go, with a negligible 
amount of them working out as 
planned. The rest are forgotten 
somewhere in life’s wild maze 
and perhaps regretted later.

As you embrace a fresh start to 
2022, let slip old habits and create 
new, lasting money and finance goals, 
it is important that you reset your 
personal finances and goals for 2022. 
This is a great time for setting some 
good financial goals and taking control 
of your finances.

As a point of departure, always 
reflect on your previous year’s budget 
and spending patterns as this is essential 
in deciphering how well you managed 
your money, where you went wrong 
and what aspects need improving.

Thereafter, create an annual budget 
in which you set out small, realistic 
goals that will help you toward your 
larger goals. Crafting an annual budget 
is one of the cardinal financial aspects 
but often gets snubbed.

A wise person should have money 
in their head but not in their heart. 
Remember, it is only you who can 
decide how to budget your money and 
set the wheels in motion. For many 
people, reducing spending and paying 
off debt are their top priorities.

Generally, the simplest but effective 
budget approach is to first get out of 
debt and then build wealth.

Evaluate your bills and debts. List 
all your monthly and annual, routine 
expenses and prioritise associated 
payments. Set up a debt payment plan 
and commit to your plan all year 
long. Paying off debt is sometimes 
an enormous feat of dedication and 

endurance.
However, consider paying off the 

smallest debts first, especially those 
with higher interest rates, like your 
credit cards and retail accounts as well 
as your once-off, high expenses, such 
as school fees, then work toward the 
larger debts, like mortgage and car 
repayments.

In tandem with this, identify non-
essentials, cut down unnecessary 
expenses and live within your means. 
Ensure that your expenditure is less 
than your income but remember that 
budget adjustments may be needed to 
accommodate your growing needs and 
changes in income.

Another important key to financial 
success is saving money. Strive to save 
at least 10 per cent of your monthly 
income, besides your retirement 
contributions. Having something in 
mind that you are saving towards is 

an incentive for putting money away 
regularly. With this savings plan you 
can go for ‘sho’t left’ trips with your 
friends.

As part of your general savings, it is 
further advisable to have an emergency 
fund with money only to be used for a 
dire circumstance. Build this fund to a 
healthy level of at least three months’ 
pay. It can be handy in case of job 
loss, medical bills or other unexpected 
emergencies.

If the greater part of 2020 and 
2021 is anything to go by, we know 
that you could be employed today and 
jobless tomorrow or healthy today 
and tomorrow be gravely ill. Such 
experiences have taught us to gear up 
for those rainy days.

Where possible and the pocket 
is deep enough to permit, cater for 
sinking funds. These are funds accrued 
for foreseeable expenses like car 
services, gifts and home renovations. 
Start saving for those expenses now 
and they won’t be unexpected when 
they eventually happen.

Learn about money and finances. 
They often say ‘your mind is your best 
weapon’ and ‘knowledge is power’. 
Empower yourself by researching 

online, reading financial books and 
learn great investment lessons from 
successful investors.

Investing is a great way to make 
money work for you without any 
academic degree. An investment in 
knowledge gives the best return.

If you consider making these 
financial changes, you will surely not 
require the pernicious services of loan 
sharks, and be on your way to financial 
freedom in 2022.

For any queries, please contact: 
Hassen Kajie (Entrepreneurial Business 
Services Director, Cape Town) M: 
(+27) 82 333 3389; E: hassen@nexia-
sabt.co.za

Yousuf Hassen (Entrepreneurial 
Business Services Director, Centurion) 
M: (+27) 82 333 3376; E: yhassen@
nexia-sabt.co.za

Please note that the above is for 
information purposes only and does 
not constitute tax/financial advice. 
As everyone’s personal circumstances 
vary, we recommend they seek advice 
on the matter. Note that while every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy, 
Nexia SAB&T does not accept 
responsibility for any inaccuracies or 
errors contained herein.

‘I should have, could have, would have but didn’t…’
Are you looking at how the December break 
drained your bank balance and wish you had done 
a better job of saving or are you just keen to avoid 
last year’s money troubles? This one’s for you. 
Your money matters, writes TINASHE CHIPATISO, 
a tax and corporate consultant at Nexia SAB&T.
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an Anglican cleric who in 1984 
received the Nobel Peace Prize 
for his role in the opposition to 
apartheid in South Africa.

Though he wanted to follow a 
medical career, Tutu was unable 
to afford it and, instead, became 
a teacher in 1955. He resigned his 
post in 1957. He then attended 
St Peter’s Theological College in 
Johannesburg and was ordained 
an Anglican priest in 1961.

In 1962, he moved to London, 
where, in 1966, he obtained an 
MA from King’s College London. 
From 1972 to 1975, he served 
as an associate director for the 
World Council of Churches. He 
was appointed dean of St Mary’s 
Cathedral in Johannesburg, 
in 1975, the first Black South 
African to hold that position.

‘In May 1976, he wrote to 
apartheid-era prime minister, B 
J Vorster, about the country’s 
explosive situation, calling for 
real reconciliation with justice for 
all and a peaceful path towards 
a more just and open society in 
which the wealth of the country 
will be shared by all,’ the Imam 
Haron Foundation said in its 
statement.

In 1978, Tutu accepted 
an appointment as the general 
secretary of the South African 
Council of Churches and became 

a leading spokesperson for the 
rights of Black South Africans.

During the 1980s, he played an 
unrivalled role in drawing national 
and international attention to 
the iniquities of apartheid. He 
emphasised a non-violent means 
of protest and encouraged the 
application of economic pressure 
by countries dealing with South 
Africa.

In 1980, while in a meeting with 
the apartheid-era prime minister, 
P W Botha, Tutu boldly told him 
that the apartheid government 
should commit itself to citizenship 
for all, abolish all pass laws, stop 
forced population removals and 
bring about a uniform education 
system.

The award of the 1984 Nobel 
Prize for Peace to Tutu sent 
a significant message to P W 
Botha’s administration.

In 1985, at the height of the 
township rebellions in South 
Africa, Tutu was installed as 
Johannesburg’s first Black 
Anglican bishop and, in 1986, 
he was elected the first Black 
archbishop of Cape Town, thus 
becoming the primate of South 
Africa’s 1,6 million-member 
Anglican church.

In 1988, Tutu took a position 
as chancellor of the University of 
the Western Cape, in Bellville, 
South Africa.

During South Africa’s moves 
toward democracy in the early 

1990s, Tutu propagated the idea 
of South Africa as ‘the Rainbow 
Nation’, and he continued to 
comment on events with varying 
combinations of trenchancy and 
humour.

In 1995, President Nelson 
Mandela appointed Tutu head 
of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, which investigated 
allegations of human rights abuses 
during the apartheid era.

Gadimeng said that South 
Africans should continue 
spreading the message of peace as 
a legacy left by Tutu.

‘The preaching of peace 
is necessary to build a nation. 
However, in South Africa, it will 
remain a pipedream without 
justice and reparations for crimes 
committed by colonialism and 
apartheid.

‘It is incumbent upon each 
South African to promote peace 
but seek justice as well. So, the 
work of Tutu was a foundation 
in the direction in which we as 
a nation need to work on in 
order to attain total freedom and 
liberation,’ said Gadimeng.

In response to some Muslims 
who took to social media to hit 
out at those expressing their 
condolences and honouring Tutu’s 
life, Gadimeng said that those acts 
are hideous and uncalled for.

‘We honour everyone who 
fought for justice and peace. It is 
not un-Islamic to pronounce on 

good that people did while still 
alive. There is a lot we can learn 
from the life of Tutu, and we 
need not deprive ourselves from 
learning because of construed 
ideas of what Islam is,’ declared 
Gadimeng.

The Muslim Judicial Council 
secretary general, Shaikh Zaid 
Dante, said that Tutu’s ‘legacy 
and life will live on in the hearts 
of all South Africans and the 
world at large.’

The South African BDS 
Coalition said that while it 
mourned the loss of a ‘dear friend 
and comrade’ it will always be 
‘inspired by his exemplary life’.

They pointed out that the 
archbishop ‘understood the role 
that boycott, divestment and 
sanctions played in bringing the 

South African apartheid regime to 
its knees, and how urgent it is that 
we utilise this powerful weapon 
to end apartheid in Israel’.

The chairperson of the Gauteng 
Palestine Solidarity Committee, 
Ronnie Kasrils, remarked that 
Tutu was ‘extraordinary in so 
many ways. Israel denied him 
access to Gaza in 2006 but he 
persisted, gaining access through 
Egypt, in his mission to report to 
the Human Rights Council on the 
Beit Hanoun massacre that killed 
19 Palestinians, including seven 
children.

‘This was just one example of 
his consistency and fearlessness in 
the face of repression, in apartheid 
South Africa and in supporting the 
Palestinian struggle for freedom,’ 
stated Kasrils.

CONTINUES FROM PAGE 1

Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu on his 90th birthday at Cape Town’s St 
George’s Cathedral on October 7, last year. Next to him is his wife, Leah Tutu, and 
on the left, his sister, Gloria Radebe.                          Photo SHUTTERSTOCK
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AS he pointed out in the 
The POF’s response to 
the University of Cape 
Town Online Private High 
School (UCT-OHS). 
THE University of Cape 
Town (UCT) in partnership 
with the Valenture Institute 
launched their online private 
schooling endeavour in 
2022 to great fanfare.

Under the cover of a 
sophisticated marketing strategy, 
with catchphrases such as ‘Learning 
liberated’ and ‘UCT an inclusive 
innovative African institution’, the 
online initiative is presented as part 
of a broad decolonial project that’s 
accessible to all students in South 
Africa. But how true is this bold 
statement?

Although UCT is the face of 
the new, private online venture, 
countless entities are contributing 
to the initiative, such as the United 
States-based Valenture, Stanford 
University, private sponsors, pilot 
schools, amongst others.

This form of elitist public-private 
schooling for the few who are able 
to afford it, is the complete opposite 
to what the oppressed fought for 
during and after the apartheid years.

What happened to ‘pedagogy for 
liberation’, ‘education for liberation’ 
and the Freedom Charter’s promise 

that ‘the doors of learning and 
culture shall be open to all’?

From the standpoint of the 
oppressed and exploited majority, 
this promise remains hollow.

For UCT, it is abundantly evident 
that the solution to the increasing 
crises in education is found within 
private and commodified schooling.

UCT has abandoned its central 
mandate, to be an accountable 
public institution, which the ‘Rhodes 
must fall’ and the ‘Fees must fall’ 
student movements highlighted.

UCT, as one of the leading public 
universities on the African continent, 
should be promoting public 
education as a common good and 
throw its weight behind resolving the 
deepening inequality in our failing 
education system.

In a previous pamphlet, the POF 
demonstrated how private and 
commodified schooling is a primary 
source of growing inequalities in 
education. It is not a solution but a 
driver of inequalities in education.

Under the banner of UCT-OHS, 
the university presents itself as the 
forerunner to deliver on quality 
schooling.

Through this project, it claims 
to provide a model of schooling 
which is capable of addressing youth 
unemployment through embracing 
the potential of the Fourth Industrial 

Revolution (4IR).

‘Our schools 
and teachers 

should develop 
an emancipatory 

‘education 
for liberation’ 

approach, which 
promotes free, 
quality public 

education for all – 
an education that 
is state funded, 
with zero school 
fees, top quality 
well-equipped 
schools, small 

class sizes and a 
socially progressive 

curriculum.’
A critical weakness of this 

model is that it views students as 
commodities (products traded for 

profit) or what is termed ‘human 
capital’.

Given this commoditised view 
of education, UCT is blatantly 
endorsing the exclusive 4IR online 
learning as the primary way forward 
in the current period.

Overlooked is the fact that online 
learning, as part of technological 
innovation, has neither addressed 
nor reduced inequality in even highly 
technologically resourced countries, 
including the United States and 
Britain, least of all in countries with 
extreme poverty and inequality.

By capitalising on the obsession 
with technological innovation 
to remedy the broken schooling 
system, UCT is moreover misleading 
the public.

One of its (UCT-OHS) central 
aims is to ‘cream off’ the top 
students from poor backgrounds for 
whom bursaries will be found. This 
they will balance with parents who 
can afford to pay.

Also, to sell its enterprise and 
make it acceptable, UCT claims its 
online materials are freely available. 
But is this so? It is not. Rather, 
what we clearly see is a carrot being 
dangled, with some online material 
available but no free access to 
teachers and or tuition.

Based on its analysis, the POF has 
no alternative but to reject the UCT 
model of online private schooling as 
discriminatory, since it privileges an 
affluent few over the vast majority.

It is not a solution to our 

worsening schooling and education 
system. Instead, it is simply 
administering the poison of private 
commodified education to an 
already seriously ill child.

The POF furthermore declares 
that our schools and teachers 
should develop an emancipatory 
‘education for liberation’ approach, 
which promotes free, quality public 
education for all – an education that 
is state funded, with zero school fees, 
top quality well-equipped schools, 
small class sizes and a socially 
progressive curriculum under 
democratic community control.

This type of education must 
equip our youth to grow and be 
enriched fully and holistically as 
young people who care for the 
vulnerable and downtrodden within 
communities and society in general.

Let us develop an emancipatory 
form of resistance within education 
and broader society through 
building a united front of progressive 
organisations and activists; a 
front that is opposed to privatised 
education and is anti-capitalist in 
form, method and content.

Phantsi the UCT-Valenture 
online private schooling!

Reject the commodification of 
education!

Build the anti-capitalist United 
Front!

Forward to free, quality public 
education for all!

Issued by the Progressive 
Organisations’ Formation (POF)

Learning liberated or liberated learning 
for increasing educational inequalities?
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AWQAF SA
IGNITE YOUR ETERNAL CONNECTON WITH ALLAH

BY ESTABLISHING YOUR WAQF

awqafsa.org.za
Whatsapp / SMS :

FNB Account Name:
Account Number:
Branch code:
Reference:

AWQAF SA
62052040145
254005
Your Cell Number

ZEINOUL ABEDIEN CAJEE

THE December 2021 virtual 
conference organised by the 
Indonesian-based World Zakat 
Forum focused on the synergy 
between zakaah and waqf.

The conference also took 
a bold decision in rebranding 
itself with a new name: World 
Zakat & Waqf Forum, to 
symbolise the synergy between 
these two important institutions 
in Islam.

When synergy is applied and 
internalised by the institutions 
of zakaah and waqf, we should 
expect much greater results and 
impact rather than when each 
acts on its own.

Several verses in the Quran 
urge us to spend of the bounties 
that Allah has provided in the 
form of infaaq/ sadaqah/ qard 
hasan, and several verses speak 
directly about giving regular 
zakaah. Many hadith also 
advise and direct us to give 
sadaqah and sadaqah jaariyah/ 
waqf.

We know that zakaah is the 
compulsory due commanded by 
Allah that all Muslims who 

have in excess of the nisaab – 
the minimum wealth that one 
possesses – have to pay, while 
waqf is the voluntary capital 
gift to Allah – the perpetual 
charity as advised and practised 
by the Prophet (SAW), his 
Companions, and those who 
followed them.

While zakaah has fixed 
percentages ranging from 2,5 
per cent to 20 per cent of one’s 
wealth, calculated within a 
certain time frame on a range 
of respective zakaatable assets, 
waqf gifts may be any amount 
or any asset up to 100 per cent 
of one’s wealth, and the usufruct 
may be spent or used for any 
shariah compliant purpose.

How can we optimize the 
collaboration and synergy 
between zakaah and waqf? 
Options include traditional 
relief handouts, development, 
empowerment, capitalization of 
zakaah and a combination of 
all. Our focus in this article is on 
synergizing  the capitalization 
of zakaah  and waqf.

According to leading Islamic 
scholar, Shaikh Jasser Auda: 
‘Capitalise zakaah into an 

investment asset for the benefit 
of zakaah beneficiaries and 
combine it with waqf to be 
beneficial beyond zakaah 
beneficiaries.’

The International fatawa 
organisation, OIC International 
Islamic Fiqh Academy, a body of 
esteemed Islamic scholars, have 
also resolved authenticating the 
capitalisation/ investment of 
zakaah for zakaah beneficiaries.

Zakaah and waqf  funds 
may be used to establish many 
projects that serve  zakaah 
beneficiaries, either exclusively 
or on a case by case basis. Dr 
Anwarullah, a shariah scholar 
and advisor, cites zakaah funded 
factories in Pakistan, where 
zakaah beneficiaries are either 
co-owners and/or employees.

Waqf investment revenues 
may complement staff salaries, 
medical aid and scholarships 
for the children of employees. 
There are also hundreds 
of waqf-based schools and 
universities. Needy students are 
given bursaries and scholarships 
from zakaah funds to enable 
them to complete their studies 
and contribute to society with 

their skills and knowledge.
Desk research done a few 

years ago by the South African 
National Zakah Fund (Sanzaf) 
indicates the potential of annual 
zakaah collection in South 
Africa to be in the region of 
R1,2-billion.

On the other hand, the 
potential of waqf assets is 
also great because of the very 
nature of waqf with no fixed 
percentages and the big hearts 
of donors. There is steady 
growth of the waqf sector in 
South Africa as evidenced in 
the growth of Awqaf SA and 
many other waqf initiatives in 
the country.

Given the potential in South 
Africa, a typical model of 
synergy is where a shopping 
centre is acquired with both 
zakaah and waqf funds –  
with strictly separate zakaah 
and waqf shareholdings. 
By synergising, a powerful, 
enduring and sustainable flow 
of funds can be produced to 
fund the respective beneficiaries.

In conclusion, Awqaf SA, as 
a leading waqf institution, is 
committed to operate within 
the framework of the maqaasid 
al-shariah and in the promotion 

of all its facets. Synergysing 
zakaah and waqf is an idea 
that needs serious consideration 
given the rampant poverty, 
unemployment, inequality and 
our strategic interests.

Zakaah and waqf 
organisations and donors 
should cooperate in the best 
interest of the ummah. Awqaf 
SA invites the community 
from all backgrounds to 
support the growth and 
development of both waqf and 
zakaah to take us forward in 
community development and 
empowerment, Insha Allah. 
Visit www.awqafsa.org.za for 
further information.

Zeinoul Abedien Cajee [CA 
(SA) MEd] is the founding CEO 
of Awqaf SA.

The synergy between zakaah and waqf
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SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS

NO child should ever be 
without stationery to do their 
schoolwork yet, studies show 
that many children are living 
in poverty due to no fault of 
their own; they are deprived 
of an opportunity to learn.

School supplies such as books, 
stationery and other educational 

materials are costly, and it 
is the time of the year when 
household expenses catapult, 
with unemployment reaching an 
all-time high.

According to Personal 
Finance, the average cost of a 
school uniform in South Africa is 
between R300 and R800, while 
the costs at schools that require 
specific uniforms can go up to 

R1 500.
The main obstacles are often 

school fees, school uniforms 
and the cost of basic stationery, 
which are still big hurdles to 
overcome. The South African 
National Zakah Fund (Sanzaf) 
with the support from our loyal 
contributors are helping to ensure 
that primary school children are 
equipped with stationery packs 

to assist them to improve their 
learning capabilities.

Contribute today and help 
break the cycle of poverty.

For more information visit 
sanzaf.org.za or contact 021 
6380965.

Act to make an impact
Just in: The South African 

National Zakah Fund (Sanzaf) 
is collaborating with Lace Up 
for Change (LU4C) to provide 
school children with brand new 
pairs of school shoes.

Lace Up For Change is a 
registered non-profit organisation 
who uses sport as a medium to 
facilitate positive change to those 
less fortunate.

Sanzaf distributes stationery packs to children 
in need who don’t have the basics for school 

The 2022 academic school year is underway and it poses a very difficult time for those struggling to make ends meet. 
Primary school learners, specifically, often need much more supplies such as paper, crayons and toiletries. The South 
African National Zakah Fund (Sanzaf) with the continued support from members of the public has made it possible to 
provide stationery packs to those who need it most.                 Photo ZIYAAD KARSTENS

Sanzaf provides much needed stationery packs to children in need. Many 
families in the Western Cape struggle to secure everyday essentials. Pictured are 
Shireen Kamaldien, head of projects, and Ashraf Kenny, head of income in the 
Western Cape, assessing the necessary resources and supplies earmarked for 
distribution in under-resourced areas.                      Photo ZIYAAD KARSTENS

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -
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IMRAAN CHOONARA

‘THOSE who in charity spend 
of their goods by night and by 
day, in secret and in public, have 
their reward with their Lord: on 
them shall be no fear, nor shall 
they grieve.’ (Quran 2:274)

Alhamdulillah, the year 2022 
marks 35 years since Africa Muslims 
Agency was established in South Africa. 
We express our deepest gratitude to 
Almighty Allah SWT for his endless 
favours upon us and for allowing us the 
opportunity to be tools in the process of 
serving humanity.

We remember the remarkable 
sacrifices made by the late Dr Abdur 
Rahman As Sumait and the late 
Mahomed Farid Choonara as they 
travelled the continent of Africa to 
understand the plight of people living 
in remote areas, and to bring aid to 
them through water, food, masaajid, 
education and various other forms of 
necessities.

The organisation has grown over 
the years, expanding to many countries 
beyond Africa. We have operations in 
Afghanistan, Lebanon, Syria, Palestine, 
Burma, Turkey and Yemen, amongst 
others.

We remain humbled at the way in 

which the Almighty brings us together 
with others on the same path as we 
are, working to serve humanity, and 
we have partnered with incredible 
organisations and people in countries 
like Lebanon and Turkey to expand 
our reach to as much of the ummah 
as we can.

In South Africa, we continue to 
work hard to alleviate the challenges 
that face our people, focusing on the 
provision of essentials such as food, 
toiletries, blankets, sanitary packs and 
stationery, and we remain responsive 
to the need on the ground, adapting 
our offering to the greatest need, such 
as the provision of masks, sanitisers 
and medication during the COVID-19 
waves.

Some of our key initiatives include 
water wells and boreholes, orphan 
and education sponsorships, masaajid, 
disaster response, medical assistance 
and provision of essentials.

As needs shift around the world, we 
must adapt to find new ways of assisting 
those in need. We have installed solar-
powered boreholes in Afghanistan and 
provided solar panels to hospitals in 
Lebanon as a way to overcome lack of 
access to electricity.

We have begun a school in Lebanon 
with a curriculum tailored to the needs 

of refugee children as part of our goal 
of breaking their cycle of poverty.

In Women’s Month, last year, the 
provision of sanitary packs for young 
girls was included in our portfolio to 
empower the youth and build their 
confidence as we recognised the huge 
need for these basic items in countries 
around the world.

We have also begun providing 
nutritional meals to children in South 
African schools to expand our feeding 
schemes locally.

We are always humbled by the way 
in which our teams find ways to help 
others, no matter what it takes. We 
recognise the tireless work of our staff, 
ground teams and volunteers to deliver 
the aid that saves lives across the world.

And, of course, we say, ‘Thank you’ 
to our donors for your contributions, 
support and duahs over the years.

Central to our work at AMA has 
always been people – whether it is our 
founders, our donors, our supporters or 
our beneficiaries. The AMA philosophy 
is not to give and leave but rather, to 
give and grow wherever we can.

When our staff and delegations visit 
refugees and the impoverished, we hear 
over and over again that their gratitude 
is not just for the meal or item we 
have provided; it is for the love and 

care that come with it, the knowledge 
that someone, somewhere in the world 
cares.

It is our wish that as we mark 35 
years of service, we will not pause but 
rather, we will ask Allah to give us the 
strength to do even more, to reach new 
places and people, and continue finding 

ways to serve and seek His mercy.
Contact details: Hussain 

Choonara: +27 82 859 2932; 
www.africamuslimsagency.co.za; 
Follow AMA on Instagram (@
africamuslimsagency), Facebook 
(@AfricaMuslimsAgency), Twitter 
(AMASDirectAid)

A child peeps put from a torn refugee tent in Lebanon, where AMA works to 
provide dignity tents, food, orphan sponsorships, education and more as part of 
our global efforts to combat poverty and need.         Photo SUPPLIED

The provision of water through boreholes and water wells in Africa is one of the 
first key projects with which AMA began 35 years ago.            Photo SUPPLIED

Africa Muslims Agency commemorates 
35 years of service to humanity 

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -
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Thank you.
“Thank you to all those who have 

supported us over the past 35 years. 

We pray for the ability to continue 

serving humanity together with you 

for many years to come Insha’Allah”

by sponsoring towards our projects.
EARNPERPETUAL Rewards

+27 11 852 2142
LENASIA

+27 31 207 5676
DURBAN

+27 21 699 0545
CAPE TOWN

+27 11 834 8685/6/7
HEAD OFFICE

+27 83 251 9376
24 HOUR NO.

amasa@iafrica.comafricamuslimsagency.co.za

BANKING DETAILS

Africa Muslims Agency

Standard Bank

Ref: Winter Rescue

JOHANNESBURG   ACC: 000 445 312 | B/CODE: 00 48 05 

LENASIA ACC: 002 509 296 | B/CODE: 00 52 05

KWAZULU NATAL ACC: 401 273 199 | B/CODE: 00 52 05

CAPE TOWN    ACC: 203 382 110 | B/CODE: 00 52 05

WE COLLECT ZAKAAT, LILLAH, SADAQAH EMPOWERING, EDUCATING, INSPIRING
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Reach your next client with a
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Contact us to design a product
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 ADVERTISE NOW

AISHA ADAM 

SUBHANALLAH, your 
generosity knew no bounds 
in 2021. You have truly 
honoured the legacy of our 
Prophet (SAW) by assisting 
orphans, widows, the elderly, 

vulnerable and disabled 
throughout South Africa. 
Here is a summary of our key 
achievements locally in 2021:

Launched The Open Kitchen
Alhamdulillah, this was our 

biggest local achievement in 2021. 

The community kitchen was 
established in Rylands, Athlone, 
to provide free warm meals to 
the homeless, elderly, disabled and 
poor who cannot afford to buy 
food for themselves.

Through the generosity of the 
donors, the kitchen is feeding 
hundreds of people weekly and has 
partnered with local organisations 
such as Gatesville Melomed 
Hospital to feed more people. Visit 
muslimhands.org.za to make a 
contribution to the kitchen today.

Fed over 62 160 people through 
the Bread Run

Every week, our Programmes 
teams travel far and wide to 
various informal settlements across 
the Western Cape to distribute 
your sadaqah donations. Fresh 
bread, noodles and lentil packs 
are distributed amongst orphans, 
the poor and vulnerable, ensuring 
families do not go to sleep hungry 
on an empty stomach.

Installed brand new computer 
lab facilities in orphanages 

and schools in need
Our teams travelled far and wide 

to locate schools and orphanages 
that are accommodating children 
from low-income backgrounds. 

Through your donations, brand 
new computers were installed in 
these centres to enable children to 
enhance their learning and acquire 
computer literacy skills. Some of 
the centres that have benefitted 
from this project include: Al 
Huda, Anjuman and As-Salaam 
educational institutes.

Conducted nationwide food 
hamper distributions

SubhanAllah, your 2021 
Ramadaan fitrah donations 
enabled us to distribute over 2 
000 fitrah parcels amongst the 
poor and needy in South Africa. 
Additionally, we also distributed 
food hampers in the poorest regions 
across the country throughout the 
year, ensuring families surviving 
without any income have basic 
essentials to feed themselves for at 
least a month.

Provided medical assistance 
to the disabled, poor and 

vulnerable
SubhanAllah, through your 

donations, brand new wheelchairs 
were donated in Kimberley to 
the disabled and elderly. We also 
conducted free eye-testing for 
elderly patients in the region and 
provided them with brand new, 

customised dentures.
Our teams also donated brand 

new curtains to Victoria Hospital, in 
the Western Cape, to assist doctors 
when treating patients.

Additionally, our teams traveled 
to Pietermaritzburg to conduct 
needs-assessments in orphanages 
in the area, and to their dismay, 
observed that many of the centres 
could not afford beds and the 
children were sleeping on the floor. 
As such, our teams donated brand 
new beds and mattresses at these 
orphanages, ensuring orphans get 
the quality care they truly deserve.

2021 was an extremely fruitful 
year for Muslim Hands as we 
assisted the poor and needy, locally 
and abroad, and this was all due 
to your generosity. From the entire 
team of Muslim Hands South Africa, 
we thank you, our donors, for your 
unwavering support, kindness and 
compassion towards the poor.

As the new year kicks in, we 
continue to serve the poor and 
needy, and your donations will 
make all the difference. We are 
currently running our Gift A School 
Kit appeal to provide brand new 
stationery packs to children who 
come from low-income settings and 
attend rural schools. Help build a 
child’s future by donating today at 
muslimhands.org.za or alternatively, 
call us on 021 633 6413.

A recap of Muslim Hands 2021 local achievements
- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -

Muslim Hands installed a computer lab at Kids Haven to assist orphans and 
needy children.                   Photo SUPPLIED

Imraan Roomaney (Muslim Hands fundraising manager) distributing free warm 
meals to the poor and needy at The Open Kitchen.        Photo SUPPLIED
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Shop 10 Asar Mini Mall Belgravia Road Athlone
Tel: 021 697 0388    Whatsapp: 076 391 3781
Website: www.macbatct.wix.com/macbat
e-mail: macbatct@gmail.com

print 200 Business cards
 for R275

eg t
on 200 A6 flyers

Terms & Conditions
Design for Business Cards & Flyers

must be supplied in a printable format
Extra charges for design. Printed 1 sided 

It’s getting tough out there, but we can help your brand take the
next step. Get started with e-commerce, refresh your Social Media
presence or reach totally new audiences online. From Tweets &
Fleets to Emojis & Stories, we'll help you do the best thing for your
business. Whether Digital Marketing & Social Media excites you or
scares you, we’ve got a solution for you. Call 021 140 1519 or email
sameer@socialnatives.co.za now to make your next move.

SAADIQE ROSSIER

SOUTH Africa, time and 
time again, throughout its 
chequered history, has proven 
that it boasts a limitless treasure 
trove of young talent and a 
vast ocean of potential just 
waiting to be discovered.

Idrees Abdulla, a young man 
from Cape Town, has shown on 
the international stage the strong 
resolve and talent South Africans 
have in aspiring to achieve anything 
they set out to do and to quash any 
obstacles that may lie in their path.

Idrees was born in 2000, in 
Cape Town, and grew up in the 
Claremont area, to parents from 
whose guidance and encouragement 
he was able to excel in sports and to 
follow his career, his dream and his 
calling; that is, the sport of hockey.

His proclivity towards sports 
was already manifest at the age 
of three and he played football 
for Thornhill United in the Rygate 
Football Association. Growing 
up, he moved on to ‘The People’s 
Team’, Santos.

Idrees started playing hockey at 
the age ten although he participated 
in other sports as well. His father 
was a sportsman with natural 
athletic prowess – particularly in 
football and volleyball – a skill that 
he would pass on to his son.

Through both their mutual love 
for sport and his father’s unflagging 
support and encouragement, the 
smouldering passion for sport in 
Idrees was ignited and started to 
blaze with time.

Idrees is a member of the SA U21 
men’s hockey team that recently 
participated in the Junior World 
Cup, held in Bhubaneswar, India, in 
2021, where he scored three goals 
in six games.

He attended SACS Junior School 
and Bishops Diocesan College, 
matriculating in 2018 and went on 
to study at UCT in 2019.

During his first year at UCT, he 
got the opportunity to play hockey 
in Belgium; an opportunity that 
further bolstered his desire to pursue 
his dream of being a hockey player. 
He resumed his studies in 2020.

Currently, Idrees plays as a 
forward for the UCT first team. 
He mentioned that in hockey, and 
sports in general, there are many 
lessons to be gleaned; lessons that 
could assist you in real life situations, 
that teach you to confront problems 
head on and to not be scared when 
faced with an obstacle or hindrance.

Hockey teaches one the value 
of teamwork and fosters good 
communication skills and healthy 
relationships in life. The aspect of 
hard work and discipline in sport 
engenders in an individual the ability 

to have good time-management 
skills.

The most universal aspect of not 
just hockey, but sport in general, 
according to Idrees, is that its 
lessons can be applied in every facet 
of one’s life; one tastes success and 
failure, falling and getting back up.

This aspect of sport cultivates the 
capacity to pursue your goals and 
dreams and to bounce back when 
experiencing setbacks, to never be 
deterred from your ambition.

He has represented South 
Africa and has won a number of 
accolades and merits which include: 
selection for the WP U21A team 
and representing South Africa in 
the U18 team against Australia in 
a three-match test series in 2018; 
was on the WPCC 1st team hockey; 
being on the UCT 1st team; selected 
for South Africa U17; represented 
WP U18; WPCC best sportsman 
of the year nominee; represented 
South Africa U16 in a tournament; 
represented WP U16 at the IPT; 
selected for SA U21 team; KMTHC 
1st team player (Belgium); selected 
for the Western Province Men’s 
indoor hockey team; selected for 
the Western Cape Seals under 18; 
selected for Africa All Stars team; 
selected for SA U16  All Stars team; 
represented the Western Cape Seals 
under 16.

Idrees is currently in the final 

year of his psychology degree at 
UCT, which he started studying 
due to its relevance to real life and 
because it allows one to understand 
different types of people and how 
their psychology works.

He is convinced that this degree 
will help him to better deal with 
people from every facet of society, 
ranging from the workplace, in 
team work, with friends and how to 
better empathise with people with 
different personality traits and how 

to better connect with them.
Regarding his vision for the 

future, Idrees hopes to fulfil his 
dream to play hockey overseas 
and to reach the pinnacle of his 
potential, the culmination of his 
dedication, by playing for big teams, 
internationally.

He plans to use his tertiary 
studies as a map to navigate the 
different personality types he might 
encounter along his, hopefully, long 
and prosperous journey ahead.

A hockey player with a vision for the future

Idrees Abdulla hopes to play hockey in the international arena.    Photo SUPPLIED
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YOUTUBE has excellent free 
lessons for aspirant writers and 
artists. Most are structured so 
that they are easy to understand. 
They encourage writing and art 
students to get started on the basics 
of these enjoyable arts without 
inner fear and extravagant costs.

I’ve learnt a great deal from 
the illustrated presentations and 
lectures. And the advantage is that 
you can watch the lessons over and 
over, at your own leisure.

Be a writer. You don’t need a 
computer or iPad; a simple ballpoint 
pen will do. A few years ago, I was a 
judge for a nation-wide playwriting 
competition. The winner did not 
have a computer. The play was 
written on a phone.

You can start by writing short 
stories; stories without long passages 
of description and dialogue. First, 
make notes of the basic story, then 
clothe the ideas with simple flesh. 

Here’s an example.

Samad’s coin
Samad screwed his heel into the 

sea-sand. He felt the mussel shell and 
added it to the others in his plastic bag. 
‘That’s enough, for the soup,’ he said to 
himself. ‘One onion and a carrot more. 
Ma loves’t. Nurse Josephine said she 
must eat to get well. Please God, Ma 
mustn’t die. There’ll be no one for me. 
No one!’

A sharp glint from between the 
rocks blinded Samad’s eyes. Was it 
a tin? No, it was a yellow coin. He 
brushed away the sand and read: One 
Gold Dollar. ‘Must be from an old 
shipwreck,’ he whispered to himself. 
He slipped it into his pocket. ‘I mustn’t 
be robbed.’

The walk back home was in a daze. 
What to do? The coin was old. It was 
valuable. It belonged to someone. The 
bank would think he stole it and call 
the police.

He stopped outside Sammy’s Pawn 
Shop. ‘No, definitely not! Sammy gave 
so little for Ma’s gold ring.’ He walked 

on, right into Suliman’s Superette for a 
carrot or two.

It was quiet. Mr Suliman sat behind 
the counter softly reading from his 
Friday kitaab (book). Samad knocked 
on the counter. ‘Mr Suliman, can I ask 
a question?’ Mr Suliman nodded. ‘If 
one picks up something valuable, like a 
gold coin, is it a sin to keep it?’

Mr Suliman squinted at Samad. ‘If it 
is stolen, it is the work of the devil, Iblis. 
If it belongs to no one, it’s not a sin.’ He 
raised his voice, ‘Which one is it?’

Samad took a step back. ‘I found it, 
Mr Suliman. One must always tell the 
truth. Isn’t it?’

‘Yes, absolutely!’ replied Mr 
Suliman.

‘And one must be honest and 
fair; does it say so in the kitaab, Mr 
Suliman?’

‘Most definitely,’ said Mr Suliman. 
He raised his eyebrows. Something 
wasn’t going well.

Samad placed the gold coin on the 
counter. ‘I want to sell this coin; it’s for 
my mother’s medicine. Tell me what 
you’ll pay for it.’

Mr Suliman looked at the coin. It 
looked valuable. He took a little bite at 
it: solid gold. It is doubly valuable for 
collectors, like me. He placed his hands 
over his ears. ‘Shaitaan, Iblis, don’t 
tempt me. Go away. I must be honest 
and fair; I said so.’

‘How much, Mr Suliman?’
Mr Suliman wiped the sweat from 

his brows. ‘One must be fair,’ said Mr 
Suliman. ‘And you must be fair.’

‘Yes, Mr Suliman, ‘it is the right 
thing to do.’

‘The coin is valuable.’ He took two 
small books from under the counter 
and gave one to Samad. ‘I will give you 
one thousand rands now. And you can 
come in here from time to time and I 
will give you more money or anything 

in this shop and it will be recorded 
in these two books until all is settled 
between you and me.’ The two shook 
hands and smiled.

Now, after you’ve written your 
story, take a break. Watch the drawing 
videos on YouTube then get out some 
pencils for your next project. You will 
use some old paper and practise your 
sketching hand. All you need are two 
pencils: an ordinary HB pencil used in 
schools – the graphite nib is somewhat 
hard and can produce neat, thin lines. 
The second pencil is a 3B with a softer, 
darker graphite nib that you can smear 
to produce soft shadows or texture. 
Practise drawing an egg. Take careful 
note of its shape and the shadows.

That will suffice until next time.

Arts for All
Free lessons for aspirant authors and artists

A pencil sketch of an egg. Note that shadows and light give a three-dimensional 
appearance.                  Sketch and Photo M C D’ARCY

A few years ago, I was a judge for a nation-
wide playwriting competition. The winner did 
not have a computer. The play was written 
on a phone, writes DR M C D’ARCY.


