
AS we enter December, 
many of us will utter a sigh 
of relief as we anticipate the 
approach of a much needed 
end-of-year holiday.

The month is characterised by 
celebration as it signals the start of 
the school holidays, matriculants 
ending their school careers and 
general workers enjoying a few 
days away from work.

For many, this period is a time 
of relaxation in preparation for 
the new year. However, for many 

others it is no different to any 
other part of the year. They have 
no reason to celebrate as they are 
faced with the same challenges of 
hunger, exploitation, abuse and 
even loss of life.

December bears some 
significant dates: December 1, 
World AIDS Day; December 
2, International Day of the 
Abolition of Slavery; December 
3, International Day of Persons 
with Disabilities; December 9, 
International Anti-Corruption 

Day; December 10, International 
Human Rights Day.

Is it not ironic that in the last 
month of the Gregorian calendar, 
we have five days acknowledging 
the rights of people yet, 
throughout the world, we find the 
perpetuation of abuse of the rights 
of people?

This December is particularly 
significant as we end a second 
year in the grip of COVID-19, 
with numerous families having 
lost loved ones, and the threat of 

a new variant and another wave 
of infections.

Is it then not a time for us to 
take a step back, consider our 
situation – local and global – and 
resolve, from this day forward, 
to act in ways that will be in the 
best interests of our families, our 
neighbours, our communities, our 
countries, and our world?

May we utilise the holiday 
ahead to re-energise and to resolve 
to work towards making this a 
better world for all who live in it.

There are more than 150 million orphans world wide.
You can give hope to ONE.
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‘On our second outing on September 18, 2021, we walked the streets of Bo-Kaap. The aim was to capture the rich heritage and vibrancy of the area. […] This image was 
taken when we came across a group of children playing along the steps. The freedom and playfulness is what makes this image so powerful as it is every child’s right 
to be safe in their immediate surroundings.’ These are the words of the photographer who explained why she took the shot. She is a member of a group who utilises 
photography to facilitate healing and rebuild confidence in persons who have suffered loss or trauma. For more about the project, see page 4.
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THE South African 
government is 
implementing the 
Emergency Response 
Action Plan on Gender-
Based Violence and 
Femicide (GBVF), which 
was announced by 
South African President 
Cyril Ramaphosa in 
September, 2019.
The South African campaign 
is part of a United Nations 
campaign that takes place each 
year from November 25, which is 
designated at the United Nations 
as International Day of No Violence 
Against Women, and runs up to 
and including December 10, which 
is International Human Rights Day.
Included in the period are World 
Aids Day (December 1) and 

International 
Day for Persons with 
Disabilities (December 3).
Part of the 16 Days of Activism, 
as the period from November 
25 and December 10 is more 
popularly known in South Africa, 
is a series of awareness-raising 
messages aimed at all South 
Africans and those who live 
and work in the country.
On the broadest front, the 
South African government 
urges communities to ‘challenge 
cultures and practices that 
perpetuate gender inequalities 
and consequent abuse 
of women and children at 
personal and societal level’.
This awareness-making message 
appears easy to accept, as no 
reasonable person can support 
the abuse of women and children.
Knowing the message, and 

accepting the message, though, 
has not stopped the ongoing 
violence against women and 
children. There is an ongoing 
need to assess what we are doing 
as a society so that we do not 
approach the problem as if we 
were not part of the problem.
As part of South African society, 
Muslims need to take seriously 
the directive to ‘challenge 
cultures and practices that 
perpetuate gender inequalities’.
One of the main areas to think 
about here is the issue of 
‘difference’ and ‘inequality’. There 
are distinct biological differences 
between our species but this does 
not mean that these differences 
must become understood as 
enabling prejudice against 
the rights of persons whose 
biological make-up is different.
The bigger picture is that we live 

in a global society that is largely 
driven by so-called ‘universal 
values’, which almost always 
means those values cherished 
by men from the Global North.
There are serious arguments about 
race, social class and gender 
that must become part of our 
everyday discussions if we are to 
make a meaningful and positive 
contribution to ensuring the end of 
abuse against women and children.
In this edition, one such positive 
contribution is visible on the cover.
As part of a campaign by women 
to empower themselves, the 
photograph on the cover is part 
of an international movement 
to have oppressed sections of 
society tell their stories, rather than 
have their stories told for them.
We need to listen to, and learn 
from, the people we ‘help’. 
Listening encourages humility.

Society needs 
knowledge and will to 
stop violence against 
women and children
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2022 ENROLMENTS NOW OPEN

MISHRAH SONDAY

AS more organisations 
harness the power of content 
marketing, it is heartwarming 
to see one that understands 
and utilises the power of 
storytelling in a unique way.

The organisation utilises the 
freedom of street photography to 
capture the raw, intimate experiences 
life gives us in fleeting moments. At 
the same time, it uses photography 
as a medium of healing and self-
discovery. With almost 36 years 
combined photography experience 
under their belts, founders and 
mentors Quaniet Richards, Nawawie 
Mathews and Shamiel Albertyn 

established the #shoot4purpose 
initiative.

Using their passion, faith and zest 
for life, the trio not only financed 
but used their personal skills, time, 
equipment and expertise to make 
this project a reality.

Quaniet Richards, head of 
institutional business at Nedgroup 
Investments, said, ‘While walking 
the streets of Cape Town and 
looking through the viewfinder, the 
plight of the homeless community 
and impoverished was amplified. 
This coincided with a massive spike 
in recorded cases of gender-based 
violence during the COVID-19 
lockdown.

‘The World Health Organization 

(WHO) reports that one in three 
women suffer trauma, related to 
physical or mental abuse from a 
partner or non-partner.

‘Our aim was to use photography 
to empower and facilitate healing in 
those who have experienced trauma 
and loss in their lives. We wanted to 
assist in rebuilding self-esteem and 
confidence.’

Nawawie Mathews, an operations 
and client liaison manager at Section 
9, added, ‘On a less serious note, 
our aim was to make photography 
fun and change the perception that 
photography appears to be an elitist 
extra-mural activity or hobby. We 
would like to make it accessible to 
everyone, regardless of race, faith or 
circumstance.’

The first five-week street 
photography workshop started on 
September 11, 2021, comprising 
five female participants who had 
no experience with cameras or 
photography. Despite this, the 
women were extremely passionate, 
enthusiastic and showed natural 
talent. The mentors’ method 
of teaching was completely 
unconventional. There were no 
tutorials on the technical aspects of 
photography; instead it was a quick, 
five-minute introduction on how to 
use the camera and access certain 
functionalities.

The aim was to find beauty within 

the simple things that life offers, and 
capture that.

Each week, the cohort walked 
various areas or interesting settings 
and grew their love for the art. 
Technical and editing tips were 
included in the last session. The 
camera equipment was sponsored by 
Fuji Film South Africa.

The cohort ended their journey 
with a photographic exhibition on 
October 24, 2021, at the Castle of 
Good Hope, in Cape Town.

The exhibition was well received 
and had a guest compliment of 
over 200 people, including Rashid 
Lombard, internationally renowned 
jazz photographer and political 
photojournalist, Ighsaan Higgins, 
attorney, gender-based activist and 
radio media host, as well as Hein 
Hough, regional head of sales, Fuji 
Film Western Cape.

Special mention and 
acknowledgment need to be made 
to the sponsors – Fuji Film South 
Africa, The Cape Muslim and Slave 
Heritage Museum, Dog Ear Editions 
and Framed Master Gilders and 
Framers.

‘It was an overwhelmingly 
positive experience,’ mentioned 
Shamiel Albertyn. The documentary 
filmmaker and director of 
photography said that ‘once you 
are in tune with your faith, you 
isolate the rest of the world and 

focus on giving back – the essence 
of community, positive energy and 
empowering people.

‘You reach a point where you put 
ego aside, you humble yourself with 
ongoing knowledge and use it as a 
tool to change the narrative.

‘The world needs healing, kindness 
and care. It requires ordinary citizens 
to do the extraordinary. We believed 
that we can use photography as a 
tool to document what is happening 
in our communities and, in this 
way, create awareness of the social 
challenges we face in society at large.’

Speaking on behalf of the cohort, 
Mishrah Sonday said, ‘All of the 
women mentored by #shoot4purpose 
come from a place where we needed 
something to help us take the next 
step in our journey.

‘Photography has opened 
our world and helped us find 
appreciation in the small things in 
life. It has made us walk slower, look 
at things differently and find beauty 
in the ordinary and mundane.

‘This has been a journey of 
self-discovery and has personally 
empowered me to take on life and 
its challenges; to find the simplistic 
beauty that lives everywhere around 
us. It has been liberating discovering 
a version of myself and skill that I am 
so proud of.’

The new cohort was scheduled to 
start on November 20, 2021.

Empowering social activism with a camera

The #shoot4purpose street photography group, from left to right, are Jasmine 
Ismail, Ilhaam Brown, Quaniet Richards (mentor and founder), Mishrah Sonday, 
Nawawie Mathews (mentor and founder), Nuraan Jacobs and Kashiefa Vlotman, 
pictured at the Palestian Wall, which was unveiled on September 25, 2021, on the 
corner of Chapel Street and Addison Road, Salt River.    Photo HANIEFA JABAAR
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SHAHISTA ROHAN

AS unthinkable as it may seem, 
many families are faced with 
the reality of dealing with 
seriously ill or terminally ill 
children. Coupled with poverty, 
many families are in desperate 
need of the support that NGOs 
such as Paedspal Paediatric 
Palliative Care has to offer.

This not-for-profit company was 
started in 2015 and is situated in 
Stonefountain Terrace, in Rondebosch, 
Cape Town, opposite Red Cross War 
Memorial Children’s Hospital. The 
hospital is one of Paedspal’s biggest 
referrers for incoming patients.

Children diagnosed with a terminal 
or chronic illness requiring specialist 
palliative care are referred to Paedspal, 
where they will receive check-ups and 
out-patient treatment in a nurturing 
environment, from people trained to 
offer the support these families need.

Also, families don’t have to sit in 
long queues, and are given sandwiches 
or some eatables while the child is 
being treated. Exhausted parents or 
carers receive counselling, social work 
support and aromatherapy massages.

For families who live far from 
the hospital and don’t have the 
means to visit their hospitalised 
child regularly, Paedspal operates the 
Footprints4Sam vans to help with 

transporting patients, and hopes to 
start their No One Journeys Alone 
(Noja) programme once COVID-
19 eases off. This programme plans 
to use trained volunteers as special 
companions to lonely Paedspal 
patients in hospital.

The Paedspal outreach programme 
is another of their initiatives that 
provides palliative care services to 
children and their families in a variety 
of settings, including secondary 
and primary level hospitals, 
private hospitals, intermediate care 
facilities, children’s institutions and, 
occasionally, patient’s homes.

Consisting of medical and 
psychosocial staff, the outreach team 
works closely with the patient’s 
in-hospital and community-based 
teams, and offers support to these 
teams by delivering ongoing specialist 
palliative care.

To children in the active phase of 
dying, this happens mainly at hospital 
or in the child’s home but Paedspal 
offers as much support as possible. 
The multidisciplinary team provides 
consultative services to hospitalised 
children and outpatient clinic services 
to ambulant children and their 
families.

They also provide training and 
mentorship for professionals and 
other palliative care providers in 
paediatric pain management and 
palliative care.

Paedspal volunteers are the 
welcoming face of Paedspal. One of 
the cardinal rules of volunteering is 
to never ask the parent what ails the 
child as this is one of the few safe 
spaces that these families have access 
to.

Dr Michelle Meiring, the founding 
director of Paedspal, is a senior 
lecturer in palliative medicine at 
University of Cape Town. She is also 
the chairperson of the South African 
national paediatric palliative care 
network, Patch SA.

Qualifying as a fellow of the College 
of Paediatricians, Meiring completed 
her training in Johannesburg, in 2002. 
She did most of her clinical training 
at Chris Hani Baragwanath (CHB) 
Hospital, in Soweto.

She admitted that those were dark 
days. Many babies died from AIDS 
because South Africa didn’t have 
access to anti-retroviral treatment. A 
few of her friends left paediatrics 
because it was too difficult: ‘Many 
of us go into the field because babies 
don’t die.’ Some even feared being 
infected through an injection injury.

She realised that her medical 
training hadn’t equipped her to 
manage dying patients: ‘I didn’t know 
how to ensure comfort for both the 
parents and the baby where death was 
inevitable.’

Paedspal fills the gap, offering 
much needed support to families 

whose children have been diagnosed 
with terminal illnesses and incurable 
diseases. Their belief is that there is 
never ‘nothing’ that can be done.

The staff at Paedspal provides 
holistic support for patients as 
well as parents and family of 
children with serious palliative care 
conditions, from diagnosis through 
bereavement and post bereavement. 
They offer music therapy and art 
therapy for patients and siblings, and 
aromatherapy massages for patients 
and their parents.

However, the services they offer 
to families facing the loss of a child 
can only stretch as far as their limited 
funds allow them. Their goal is to 
develop a paediatric palliative care 
in-patient unit that will provide 24/7 
care and hospice services.

When the COVID-19 pandemic 
struck, Paedspal was hit hard and 
their donations have reduced quite 
a bit and, as a knock-on effect, their 
services had to be reduced, too.

Paedspal needs help to realise their 
vision. They have the My School card 
initiative and welcome any donations.

To help Paedspal, contact them 
on 021 200 5873 or e-mail info@
paedspal.org.za. To donate via 
EFT: Paedspal, Standard Bank 
Rondebosch, Account number 072 
9544 26 and please reference your 
name. Visit their website www.
paedspal.org.za

Providing holistic care for patients and parents
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Dr Teresa Jennings seeing one of 
her patients and her mother at the 
Paedspal Paediatric Palliative Care 
Clinic. It is their policy that children’s 
ailments are not shared with the public 
so that the child is seen as more than 
the illness he or she is facing.                                         

Photo SHAHISTA ROHAN

One of the Paedspal Paediatric 
Palliative Care patients after being 
treated for her serious condition and 
being gifted a teddy bear on clinic 
day. It is their policy that children’s 
ailments are not shared with the 
public so that the child is seen as 
more than the illness he or she is 
facing.           Photo SHAHISTA ROHAN
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NONTOBEKO AISHA 
MKHWANAZI

‘YOUNG Muslim women 
from townships are faced with 
numerous challenges. Apart 
from having to face issues every 
woman in South Africa has to 
endure, such as gender-based 
violence, they also often have 
to deal with challenges such as 
peer pressure, bullying, religious 
discrimination, racism and many 
more, which at times leads to an 
identity crisis, low self-esteem 
and fear of being a Muslim,’ 
said Fawzia Wisani-Gqamane, 
the assistant co-ordinator of the 
Western Cape Muslim Shura 
Council Women’s Forum.

Many young female Muslims in 
townships are reverts to Islam, and 
apart from battling to learn Islam 
out of fear of the Arabic language, 
and having to implement what they 
have learnt into their daily lives, they 
also battle with the feeling of being 
isolated and having no one to assist 
them in their journey.

This inspired the Western Cape 
Muslim Shura Council (WCMSC) 
Women’s Forum, in partnership 
with Islamic Relief South Africa, to 
host a Muslimah youth workshop at 
Gugulethu Masjid, in Cape Town.

Fawzia highlighted the 
importance of chastity. ‘In an era 
where not having a boyfriend may 

be interpreted by your peers as you 
being stupid, ugly and unattractive, 
remember that your primary purpose 
as a Muslimah is to serve Allah and 
not your peers.

‘This means prioritising and doing 
what is going to please Allah, which 
is acquiring knowledge and waiting 
for a man who will respect you 
enough to speak to your parents and 
marry you instead of leading you 
astray, which may result in numerous 
issues such as HIV/ AIDS, teenage 
pregnancy, etc,’ Fawzia cautioned.

The co-ordinator of the WCMSC 
Women’s Forum, Zainab Malaka, 
said that among the biggest 
challenges faced by Muslim women 
in the townships is lack of Islamic 
knowledge. ‘Seeking knowledge 
about your deen doesn’t only put 
you in a better position to do dawah 
but it is an act of ibaadah and in 
order for you to know that, you need 
knowledge.’

WCMSC youth co-ordinator, 
Fatima Zintle Wisani-Gqamane 
underlined the importance of the 
Islamic identity. ‘Unlike other 
religions, Islam is not just based on 
rituals performed once a week. Islam 
is an everyday religion.

‘You cannot be a part-time hijabi. 
It’s either you wear the hijab as a 
means of pleasing Allah or you don’t 
and subject yourself to punishment. It 
is important to also remember that as 
a Muslimah you are a representative 

of Islam, so you might think or take 
out your hijab and go to a party; a 
person watching you […] will say 
Muslim girls and Islam is bad.

‘Now, imagine just with your 
sinful act, you have subjected Islam 
to association with bad things. Let’s 
love our religion and protect it with 
all our actions,’ encouraged Fatima.

Islamic Relief’s, Samiullah Parker, 
said that as Islamic Relief, they were 
honoured to be part of the event. 
He feels that women can achieve 
everything they want through 
patience, hard work, perseverance 
and the will of Allah.

‘Through all the hurdles in life, as 
Islamic Relief we want to say we are 
there for you, you don’t have to walk 
this journey alone,’ added Parker.

The issue of gender-based violence 
was also raised as it is among the 
major hurdles the community faces.

‘Before I came to this event, I was 
of the view that it’s a taboo in Islam 
to actually talk about gender-based 
violence because on social media 
Muslims hardly speak about it. As 
reverts it then makes it hard for some 
of us to actually speak out about any 
form of abuse we experience.

‘It was during the event that I 
learnt that it’s okay to speak out 
when faced with gender-based 
violence and that it is not haraam to 
do so. I am also grateful to know that 
should I encounter any problems, 
I do not have to turn to my non-

Muslim friends who may lead me 
astray but I have mothers and bigger 
sisters which Islam gifted me to 
turn to in the time of need,’ said 
Nokuzola Phuthi. The event was 
also a platform where the Muslim 
township women could share their 
experiences and how they were able 
to change these hurdles into dawah 
in their community.

‘Alhamdulillah, I am grateful to 
the organisers for this event because 
it did not only allow me to share my 
journey to Islam but it also granted 
me an opportunity to learn and be 
inspired to be a better Muslimah,’ 
said Buhlebendalo Hadiyaphantsi, 

one of the facilitators of the event.
Mbalenhle Kamlana, one of the 

attendees, said that she was grateful 
for the event because she learnt to 
love herself. ‘I also learnt that I 
have a right to be a Muslim, and the 
words of those who look down upon 
me should not destroy because some 
of them do it out of ignorance,’ said 
Kamlana.

Muslim women from Gugulethu 
and surrounding areas attended this 
prestigious event in their numbers 
and the WCMSC aims to create more 
social, spiritual and educational 
programmes to help facilitate the 
lives of these phenomenal women.

Workshop addresses challenges facing young Muslim women in townships

Female Muslims who attended this prestigious event in Gugulethu Masjid.                                                                
Photo NONTOBEKO AISHA MKHWANAZI
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SHAIKH Ismail Londt’s 
recent appointment to head 
the Muslim Judicial Council’s 
Department of Quranic Affairs 
is a highpoint in the shaikh’s 
journey on the Quranic path, 
which has been driven by his 
love for the Divine Book.

With his roots in a city that has 
a deep and rich Quranic legacy, 
Shaikh Londt was born in Cape 
Town, in 1974, to a family with 
an attachment to the Quranic 
sciences.

It is a love that would later 

become the hallmark of the shaikh’s 
career and the kernel of his life, 
from whom many hufaadh would 
sprout, imbued with the love of the 
Quran under the shaikh’s tutelage.

Growing up in Lansdowne 
and Portlands, Mitchells Plain, 
the shaikh’s nascent love for 
the Quran became manifest at 
the fledgling age of six and he 
proceeded to memorise the Quran 
at the age of 11. He completed the 
memorisation when he was only 
13 years of age.

From reaching this milestone at 
a young age, the shaikh would go 
on to receive various traditional 

certifications (ijazah) in his field.
The mid-1980s was a period 

of political upheaval and the 
schooling of many was disrupted.

The young Ismail Londt did 
not get distracted and undertook 
preliminary Arabic, hifdh and 
Islamic studies at Darul Uloom 
Newcastle, in KwaZulu-Natal, 
from 1986 to 1991. This laid the 
foundation for his lifelong study of 
the Quran.

He would then go on to higher 
institutions of learning in Egypt 
from 1992 to 1996, where he 
specialised in the art of qira’ah, 
a specialisation in the dialectic 
choices allowed in the rendition of 
the Quran.

In spite of the many adversities 
students of Islamic studies faced 
abroad, Shaikh Ismail’s resolve 
never waned. And the knowledge 
that he was studying in the same 
land from where many famous 
ulama and Quranic reciters hailed 
kept him steadfast.

Shaikh Londt returned to Cape 
Town in 1997 and successfully 
completed his matriculation.

From 2013, Shaikh Ismail Londt 
has been serving as the co-imam 
of South Africa’s oldest mosque, 
Auwal Masjid, in Bo-Kaap.

Shaikh is the CEO and founder 
of the DU Centre, formally 
known as Dar Ubaiy. It is a hifdh 
institution dedicated to the service 

of the Holy Quran, and which 
recently transformed into one that 
supports the further development 
of memorisers and general reciters 
alike.

He is a member of the Jama’ah 
Khatmil Qur’an, founded in 1939 
by the doyen of hifdh teachers, 
the late Shaikh Muhammad Salih 
Abadi.

Shaikh Londt is currently 
reading towards a BA degree, 
majoring in Arabic and Linguistics.

In November this year, he was 
appointed to head the MJC’S 
Department of Quranic Affairs 
(DQA). Established in 2003, 
the department specialises in all 
matters related to the holy Quran 
as well as the promotion of quality-
driven teaching methods related to 
the memorisation and recitation 
of the Quran. Shaikh Londt is a 
founding member of DQA.

Some of the outstanding 
achievements of Shaikh Londt in 
the service of the Quran are:

The only South African to 
have recorded the Quran in its 
entirety in Egypt. This was at 
the recommendation of the late 
Shaikh Muhammad Mahmud 
al-Tablawi and the rendition was 
mostly overseen by Dr Ahmad Esa 
al-Ma’sarawi, the erstwhile Grand 
Shaikh of Quranic Activity. Shaikh 
Ismail Londt’s recording of the 
Quran was completed in 2001 and 

is regularly aired on Arab satellite 
channels.

The only South African to serve 
as adjudicator in the prestigious 
International Holy Quran 
competitions in Dubai and Turkey.

The first to introduce the age-old 
practice of traditional certification 
(ijazah) and the chain-based 
Quranic teaching (sanad) to the 
Cape Town community. This has 
been expounded on by Moulana 
Muhammad Saleem Gaibie and 
Shaikh Igsaan Davids.

The first South African to 
usher in the art form of maqamat 
(structured melodic recitation) 
which is an art form that was 
previously unknown to the South 
African community of Quran 
reciters.

The first in Cape Town to teach 
the tajweed poetic texts commonly 
referred to as ‘the Tuhfah and 
Jazariyyah’ as well as the first in 
Cape Town to formally teach the 
classical qira’at text referred to as 
‘the Shatibiyyah’.

The first in Cape Town to 
render the Taraweeh prayer in a 
qira’at rendition other than the one 
commonly recited in Cape Town.

He has written and produced 
various books, the contents of 
which range from Quranic etiquette 
to techniques of memorisation, the 
history of the Quran, tajweed and 
more.

8 Muslim Views . December 2021 

Shaikh Ismail Londt to head MJC’s Quranic department

Shaikh Ismail Londt was recently appointed to head the Muslim Judicial 
Council’s Department of Quranic Affairs.           Photo SAKEENAH LONDT MOSES
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SHAIKH ISMAIL LONDT 
introduces a new series, 
‘The Holy Quran, our 
salvation’, under the 
auspices of the Department 
of Quranic Affairs of the 
Muslim Judicial Council 
(SA). Shaikh Londt was 
recently appointed to 
head the department.

A MUSLIM should have a 
healthy relationship with 
the Holy Quran and cannot 
be divorced from it.

It is a Muslim’s primary source 
of guidance and, as such, one’s 
relationship with it should not be 
restricted to recitation. We should, 
instead, prioritise an awareness of 
its meaning.

The Holy Book was primarily 
revealed for its message. As such, 
regularly pondering over its contents 
is what the Almighty encourages us 
all to do.

The first generation of Muslims, 
known as the Companions, may 
the Almighty be pleased with 
them, spent their days learning 
new verses while their nights were 
spent pondering the meanings of 
the verses.

They considered every verse a 
message from their Lord, which 
is exactly what it was and what it 

still is. Every verse and chapter is a 
special communiqué from the Lord 
of the Worlds to humanity at large 
and to every person individually.

If we truly realise this, we 
would not allow ourselves to 
be distanced from this unique, 
special, marvellous, wise, beautiful, 
powerful and relevant Book.

Yes, it is indeed a relevant Book. 
What would you expect from a 
book that is the word of the One 
who knows all and who knows us 
best.

Its contents are, therefore, 
relevant to every generation, 
in every situation, in every time 
and every place, no matter what 
their background or what their 
nationalities, traditions and social 
standings may be.

The Holy Quran descended as 
a mercy from the All Merciful to 
draw us to His mercy. It protects us 
from all forms of darkness, drawing 
us out of the chaos of worldly 
challenges into the light of inner 
peace, emotional well-being and 
intellectual maturity.

Our beloved Prophet, peace be 
upon him, informed us that the only 
way out of approaching worldly 
tests is for us to reconnect with the 
Holy Quran. If we choose to do 
so, we will not only benefit in this 

world but in the next existence as 
well.

In the monthly articles to follow, 
we will attempt to highlight one 
Quranic verse per edition. It 
will allow us to calmly ponder 
its significance and afford us the 
opportunity to attempt living by its 
guidance for the month ahead.

We will do this with the prayer 
that the Almighty draws us closer 

to His Word and ultimately nearer 
to Him, through it. And we pray 
that He enables us to live by its 
teachings as exemplified by His 
Beloved, our Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him.

So, watch this space and 
together, let’s open our hearts to 
the Holy Quran, our salvation.

See opposite page for a profile 
of Shaikh Ismail Londt.

Relationship with the Quran beyond recitation

The Muslim Judicial Council (MJC) presidency, Moulana Abdul Khaliq Allie, first deputy president (left), Shaikh Irafaan 
Abrahams, president (third from left), Shaikh Riad Fataar, second deputy president (right), with the recently-appointed head 
of the MJC’s Department of Quranic Affairs, Shaikh Ismail Londt (second from left).

Photo MOULANA MUJAHID WHITE, MJC MEDIA DESK

The Holy Quran, Our Salvation
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CTIEC MEDIA 

THE Cape Town Islamic 
Educational Centre (CTIEC), in 
conjunction with the Uitenhage 
Islamic Educational Centre 
(UIEC), under the guidance of 
Allama Moulana Sayed Imraan 
Shah Ziyaee and Moulana 
Khalid Omar, organised an 
inspirational event in honour of 
Prophet Muhammed (SAW).

The Grand Moulood 1443 took 
place in the Uitenhage Town Hall, on 
Sunday, November 14, 2021, and was 
attended by hundreds of devotees from 
Uitenhage, Gqeberha, surrounding 
towns and a few guests from Western 
Cape and KwaZulu-Natal.

Talks were delivered by Moulana 
Sayed Imraan Shah and Moulana 
Khalid Omar, and they focused on 
the purpose for loving and attaching 
oneself to our Beloved Nabi (SAW).

Moulana Sayed Imraan Ziyaee addressing the street march in Eastern Cape. 
Photo CTIEC MEDIA & BROADCASTING Community members holding posters during the street march in Eastern Cape.         Photo CTIEC MEDIA & BROADCASTING

Principal of UIEC, Moulana Khalid Omar, and principal of CTIEC making duah to conclude the Moulood in Eastern Cape.                      
Photo CTIEC MEDIA & BROADCASTING

Grand Moulood commemorated in Eastern Cape
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WHAT IS THE AMAN SCHOOL 
OF EXCELLENCE?

AMAN means Safety in Arabic, 
and the AMAN school in Beqaa, 
Lebanon, aims to secure the 
futures of underprivileged 
children.  The project will provide 
kindergarten, elementary and 
intermediate education  to 650 
of the most vulnerable children 
(Syrian / Palestinian Refugees and 
Lebanese) who cannot access 
education due to Lebanon facing 
dire socio-economic conditions. 
Education for these children 
changes the trajectory of their and 
their families’ lives and it provides 
them with a platform to achieve 
their dreams.

Scan TO
WATCH 
VIDEO

How many children will be 
enrolled at the AMAN school?

650 children of different 
nationalities: Lebanese, Syrian 
refugees, Palestinian refugees, and 
migrants found in the Beqaa region

What grades are 
included in the school?

Kindergarten – Grade 9

What will sponsorship 
cover?

Tuition, transportation, 
uniforms & school bags

How can you help?

A sponsorship of

will cover the cost of providing 
education to a child & helping 
their dreams to come true.

R16000 (or any amount)

A PROJECT OF AFRICA MUSLIMS AGENCY

BANKING DETAILS  

Africa Muslims Agency

Standard Bank

Ref: AMAN School

JOHANNESBURG   ACC: 000 445 312 | B/CODE: 00 48 05 

LENASIA ACC: 002 509 296 | B/CODE: 00 52 05

KWAZULU NATAL ACC: 401 273 199 | B/CODE: 00 52 05

CAPE TOWN    ACC: 203 382 110 |  B/CODE: 00 52 05

WE COLLECT ZAKAAT, LILLAH, SADAQAH EMPOWERING, EDUCATING, INSPIRING

+27 11 852 2142
LENASIA

+27 31 207 5676
DURBAN

+27 21 699 0545
CAPE TOWN

+27 11 834 8685/6/7
HEAD OFFICE

+27 83 251 9376
24 HOUR NO.

amasa@iafrica.comafricamuslimsagency.co.za
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IMRAAN CHOONARA 

EARLY in November 2021, 
the Africa Muslims Agency 
received shocking footage from 
our team in Malawi, showing a 
crocodile killing a villager living 
along the banks of the Shire 
River, in Liwonde, Malawi.

The victim was a girl whose 
mother had just passed away.  The 
girl was collecting water to clean 
herself for her mother’s funeral 
when the crocodile attacked.  
Other villagers collecting water 
at the same time witnessed the 
terrifying incident.  Her body was 
found a day later and a funeral 
held for her in the village.

Just over a year ago, our team 
visited a few other villages along 
the same riverbank, and was told 
the horrific story of a woman 
who went to collect water from 
the river and was attacked and 
killed by a crocodile.  Her young 
daughter watched the entire event 
unfolding, laughing because she 
thought that her mother was 
playing with the crocodile.

It is chilling and deeply 
disturbing to hear these stories 
and to think that people still live 

their lives facing daily danger in 
order to access water, which is a 
basic human right.

Global statistics tell us that one 
in nine people still lack access 
to clean water.  But when we 
move into the heart of Africa, this 
statistic changes to nine in nine 
people having no access to clean 
water in certain areas.

As debates raged at the COP26, 
African countries were demanding 
to be heard – the effects of climate 
change are already laying a 
heavy burden on the continent 
contributing the least towards the 
crisis.

Extreme weather events and 
changes in rainfall patterns have 
begun to drastically worsen daily 
life for people already living in 
dire conditions. Droughts and 
floods, combined with population 
growth, are creating a detrimental 
situation for food security and 
poverty, which in turn results in 
migration and conflict.

Madagascar is facing what 
has been termed the ‘world’s 
first climate-change induced 
famine’. Severe drought has left 
thousands of people famished, and 
farming communities completely 

destroyed.
Families have been eating locusts 

and cactus leaves to survive, and 
global reports estimate that over 
30 000 people are facing Level 5 of 
food insecurity – the most severe 
level that can be reached.  The 
drought has left the earth baked 
and dry with nothing left to plant, 
promising worsening conditions 
for the already suffering country.

The effects of climate change 
will, in turn, impact on economies 
that can already barely sustain 
their populations.

Africa is in urgent need of 
assistance. We must begin by 
providing food and water to 
allow communities the chance to 
develop, to move from survival 
mode into sustainability mode, 
and eventually to growth mode.

Africa Muslims Agency is 
working throughout Africa to 
provide waterwells and boreholes 
to communities in desperate need, 
as well as food hampers to victims 
of the drought in Madagascar.

Donate today to #HealAfrica
Donation details for waterwells 

(R14 500) or boreholes (R49 500): 
Projects Account; Standard Bank; 
account number 002511134; 

branch code 005205; swift code 
SBZAZAJJ

Donation details for Madagascar 
food hampers (R1 500): Name: 
Africa Muslims Agency; Standard 
Bank; account number: 203 382 
110; branch code: 00 52 05; swift 
code: SBZAZAJJ; reference: Heal 
Madagascar

Contact Details: Hussain 
Choonara: +27 82 859 2932; 
www.africamuslimsagency.co.za 
follow AMA on Instagram (@
africamuslimsagency); Facebook 
(@AfricaMuslimsAgency); Twitter 
(AMASDirectAid)

Imraan Choonara is the CEO 
of Africa Muslims Agency.

Africa Muslims Agency on the ground across the African 
continent in the face of crocodile attacks and climate change

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -

A well or borehole removes multiple dangers and problems for villagers.
Photo SUPPLIED
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YOUR SUPPORT ALLOWS US TO WRITE ABOUT WHAT MATTERS.

As a thank you from all of us at the Mail & Guardian we are giving away over R 100 000.00 in prizes.

Keep an eye out in our December issues to claim your share.

*Terms and Conditions Apply

ASHRAF GANGRAKER

IT is said that, in order for 
dreams to come true, you must 
dream first. In the dusty, near-
barren tented camps for Syrian 
refugees, where dreams have 
been shattered by the ravages 
of hunger, poverty and the need 
to survive, the Aman School of 
Excellence in the Beqaa Valley of 
Lebanon is a dream come true.

The Aman School of Excellence 
is an initiative of Africa Muslims 
Agency (AMA) – a school that 
will provide formal education 
for underprivileged Lebanese and 
Syrian, and Palestinian refugee 
children.

It was a momentous occasion 
when the school was officially 
opened on October 27, 2021. 
Dignitaries included the mayor of 
the local municipality and officials 
from the Lebanese Department of 
Education.

I was privileged to be part 
of the AMA delegation from 
South Africa, invited to attend the 
opening of the school. I also visited 
a number of the refugee camps on 
the borders of Palestine, Syria 
and in the Beqaa valley itself. To 
say that the living conditions are 
harrowing is an understatement.

The world watched in horror as 
the Syrian refugee crisis exploded 
onto our screens in March, 2011. 

The Syrian war has led to the 
largest refugee crisis as millions of 
people fled their homes and poured 
into neighbouring countries.

However, ten years on from the 
start of the Syrian war in 2011, 
the Syrian refugees in Lebanon are 
now the forgotten people of the 

world. As a nine-year-old girl told 
me in the camp, ‘We are invisible. 
No one sees us or cares about us.’

The tented camps are filled 
with hunger, poverty and despair. 
An air of helplessness rests heavily 
on the tents. My engagement with 
the adults in the camps often 

reduced me to tears for the depth 
of their suffering knows no limits.

Notwithstanding the struggles 
of the parents, it is the children 
who suffer the most. The majority 
of them do not attend school. For 
too many parents, the choice is 
schooling or food to live. In the 
end, that is a simple choice. Girls 
from as young as nine are working 
in the fields; boys do manual 
labour.

These children are unable to 
read or write their names. I asked 
the little ones and the young 
teenagers what they wanted to be 
when they grow up, what their 
dreams are. Their responses shook 
me to the core. ‘We do not have 
dreams. They never come true. 
Dreaming is not for us.’ ‘We are 
mocked and ridiculed because we 
cannot read or write.’

The children are filled 
with anger, frustration and 
hopelessness. They desperately 
want to go to school. The majority 
want to be teachers and doctors – 
teachers so that they can help 
other children read, and doctors 
so that they can care for the 
elderly.

It is in this context that the 
Aman School of Excellence must 
be seen. It is a beacon of hope 
where children can dare to dream 
again, and have those dreams 
realised. If we were to hand out 

food parcels, we would feed a 
family for a day, a week or a 
month.

However, if we were to educate 
a child, we change the trajectory 
of that child’s life forever. As 
mentioned earlier, the Aman 
School of Excellence is an initiative 
of Africa Muslims Agency. 
However, by Allah’s grace, it is 
the generosity of primarily South 
African donors that has made it 
a reality.

The cost of educating a child 
at Aman is R16 000 per annum. 
This includes school transport, 
books and the cost of tuition. 
Teaching and learning have 
already commenced.

The infrastructure is a full 
school building with classrooms, 
a hall, ablution facilities and an 
expanded playpark. The teachers 
are qualified Lebanese teachers, 
teaching the appropriate Lebanese 
curriculum with all the necessary 
certification and accreditation. 
At present, the school has 650 
learners in Grades R to Grade 9.

The 650 learners need our help. 
In order to remain at school, 
they need to be sponsored. I urge 
you to be part of the dreams of 
a child. Speak to your friends 
and family, and sponsor a child. 
Your sponsorship will change 
their lives, and yours too. Visit 
www.africamuslimsagency.co.za 
or pop in at our offices for more 
information.

The Aman School of Excellence is a beacon of hope

The writer, Ashraf Gangraker, with children in a refugee camp in Lebanon, sharing 
hampers and hugs.                         Photo SUPPLIED

The writer, Ashraf Gangraker, listening to children in a refugee camp sharing their 
stories of daily life with no food, education or dreams.                  Photo SUPPLIED
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NONTOBEKO AISHA 
MKHWANAZI

AMONG the key reasons for 
the youth not being motivated 
to pursue Islamic studies 
is the scarcity of bursaries 
for Islamic related studies, 
compared to other fields.

Some students of deen who 
start the journey of seeking sacred 
knowledge don’t make it to their 
final year because they can’t afford it.

Yet, knowledge of deen is 
imperative, not only for the individual 
who embarks on the journey but 
for the entire community. This has 
inspired the Mowbray Cemetery 
under the Moslem Cemetery Board 
to launch the Mowbray Cemetery 
Bursary Fund for Students of Deen.

The announcement of the fund 
was made by TV talk show host, 
activist, humanitarian and chairman 
of the Moslem Cemetery Board, 
Faizal Sayed, at the International 
Peace College of South Africa (Ipsa), 
in Rylands, Cape Town.

Initiated by Sayed and inspired 
by the second deputy president of 
the Muslim Judicial Council (MJC), 
Shaikh Riad Fataar, the fund aims 
to lessen the burden for students 
of deen. ‘Shaikh Fataar had made 
numerous requests for such a 
discussion, knowing the challenges 
students of deen face but it was 
not in my mind at all. It was when 

I visited Egypt and engaged with 
students of deen in Cairo that I 
realised that their challenge has an 
impact on all Muslims, including the 
future generation.

‘Yes, the journey of a student of 
deen is hard, nothing comes easy. I 
too have been there and experienced 
the same challenges but it is our 
responsibility as the community to 
help lessen the burden where we 
can,’ said Sayed.

According to him, the board 
believes that there are not many 
bursaries for deen students. ‘These 
students eventually serve the 
community and play a crucial role 
in societal development. Yet, there 
aren’t enough institutions which 
offer them bursaries,’ noted Sayed.

He also said that all registered 
institutions that offer Islamic studies 
in the country will be listed as 
beneficiaries, as deserving students 
will be vetted.

Sayed further expressed that the 
fund is established as a sadaqatul 
jaariyah which means ‘long-term 
voluntary charity’.

‘In Islam, there are acts and deeds 
which lead to reward in this life and 
the hereafter. These acts are referred 
to as sadaqatul jaariyah. Education 
and beneficial knowledge is one such 
act. Supporting the Bursary Fund 
for Students of Deen as a charitable 
act on behalf of your loved one is a 
unique and blessed act.

‘Your support helps a student to 
complete his or her Islamic studies 
while benefitting your loved one who 
has passed away and is now in need 
of your duah and charitable acts 
done in their names,’ said Sayed.

Ipsa student liaison officer, Shaikh 
Farkhruddin Owaisi, says that 
lack of funding hinders the youth, 
especially those from impoverished 
communities, from attaining detailed 
knowledge about Islam in order for 
them to make an impact in their 
respective communities.

‘This is the time of the year where 
a lot of people apply at Ipsa and 
every year, students ask if there are 
any bursaries or sponsorships and if 
there aren’t any, they cannot study 
because they can simply not afford 
it. We therefore request people out 
there to support the knowledge of 
deen, it’s a sadaqah jaariyah for 
you and your family, until the day 
of qiyaamah,’ confirmed Shaikh 
Owaisi.

Shaikh Fataar also expressed 
pleasure on hearing of the launch 
of the much-needed fund. ‘This is a 
defining project that will assist many 
students and therefore I express my 
extreme happiness on hearing this 
news,’ he said.

He noted that he had been in 
discussion with Sayed for many 
months on the subject of a bursary 
fund for students of deen.

Cemetery Board member, 

Advocate Shameemah Dollie Salie, 
said that ‘to contribute to the 
education of a child, especially a 
child studying deen, is indeed one of 
the most beautiful ways of ensuring 
continual reward for our loved ones 
who have passed away when such 
contribution is made in their honour’.

Sayed added that they cannot do 
this alone and appeals to members of 
the public and businesses to support 
the fund in order to not only make 

a huge impact on the lives of the 
students of deen but to positively 
contribute to the attainment of the 
knowledge of Allah.

If you would like to contribute 
to the Mowbray Cemetery Bursary 
Fund for Students of Deen, please 
email Info@MowbrayCemetery.org 
or call the cemetery between 08:00 
and 16:00 daily on +27 63 399 0656.

Further information is available 
on MowbrayCemetery.org.

Mowbray Cemetery Board creates bursary fund for students of deen

Moslem Cemetery Board chairman, Faizel Sayed, during the announcement of the 
fund at Ipsa.                                       Photo SUPPLIED

Ipsa CEO, Dr Dawood Terblanche (right), expressing gratitude to the Moslem 
Cemetery Board chairman, Faizel Sayed, for hard work in community upliftment.

Photo SUPPLIED
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- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -

STARTING with just one 
store in 2013, this halaal 
community franchise has 
grown to become icons within 
each community it serves.

Each store that opened 
subsequently, met the needs of 
its diverse cultural clientele, fast 
expanding to reach a broader 
audience and fulfilling their 
needs through listening to the 
problems they encounter and 
providing services that address 
those concerns.

Our franchise operates on a 
simple philosophy: if a customer 
has a concern, address it accurately 
and promptly. Maintaining good 
customer relations is key to the 
success we have achieved thus far 
and can only stand us in good 
stead moving forward.

It is not always working harder 
that breeds success but working 
smarter to please those who are 
the supporters of your long-term 
vision.

Many community franchises 
have come and gone but what 
made them icons was their 
community appeal. When 
the customers are drawn to a 
franchise then the job has been 
well executed. The rest is up 
to the team, in maintaining 
that beautiful relationship and 
building it to higher customer 
satisfaction levels.

We can only thank our Creator 
for bestowing His blessings upon 
us over the years. The team 
at each store is dedicated and 
trained in effective customer 
relations.

If a customer has 
a concern, address 

it accurately 
and promptly. 

Maintaining good 
customer relations 

is key to the 
success we have 

achieved thus far .
This is not something that can be 

taught at a business school, this is 
real world experience that cannot be 
bought anywhere.

In 2013, we launched the first 
store, namely the Kromboom 
Kwikspar, and in 2015, we followed 

that with the opening of Groote 
Schuur Spar. Two years later, we 
launched Ottery Kwikspar, followed 
by Grassy Park Spar, in 2019.

Strandfontein Kwikspar opened 
its doors in 2020, bringing the 
number of stores in the group to five.

This year, 2021, was a big year 
for the group, with the opening of 
two more stores, namely, the 12th 
Avenue Spar, in Kensington and, 
also, the Kwikspar in Albert Road, 
Woodstock. These openings went 
really well and exceeded all our 
expectations.

We salute each and every team 
member at each store for attaining 
and maintaining these special values 
that make you all very special in 
every way.

Between 2015 and 2021, the 
group has achieved many milestones, 

and the journey was not always 
easy. Many hurdles had to be 
overcome and these obstacles were 
gladly accepted by those tasked in 
overcoming them.

We thank the current franchise 
teams for the complete dedication 
and positive mindset they exude in 
running such a well oiled machine.

We are proud of what you 
have achieved and wish you every 
success into the future. You have 
lived by the trade philosophy of 
the owner, ‘Everything convenient, 
served comfortably under one roof. 
The customers can buy groceries at 
any store but a completely fantastic 
shopping experience cannot be 
bought. That is what I strive for in 
all my stores.’

He salutes you all on a job well 
done.

A total of seven SPAR and KWIKSPAR stores, to date, and 
still going strong in expanding the community footprint

For the people of Strandfontein, this has been a blessing. No need 
to go into Central Cape Town or surrounding suburbs to get to a 
supermarket. Fully stocked with all you could desire and within a 
stone’s throw from your home.                 Photo SUPPLIED

Such a large variety of goods to try at our Deli counter. Always 
fresh and always something new to try out. Friendly staff to assist 
and priced to perfection to spare your wallet any discomfort.  
                                 Photo SUPPLIED

Kwikspar on Albert in Woodstock recently opened its doors and is 
really an elegant store that has everything under one roof. Be sure 
to visit and see how easy it is to shop there. Pop in today to see for 
yourself.              Photo SUPPLIED

Our original store on Kromboom in Rondebosch East. Still a resounding success and a place that is 
frequented by customers on a daily basis, that we know by name.              Photo SUPPLIED

Grassy Park is a brand new building suited to the requirements of the modern day shopping 
experience. In the heart of Grassy Park and centrally located.          Photo SUPPLIED

Shopper is overjoyed with the great service she is receiving from a cashier at the till point. Just part of 
the friendly service we are renowned for.                                                             Photo SUPPLIED

The store in Twelfth Avenue, Kensington is well equipped to handle the flow of shoppers living in the 
area as well as those that commute to the area for work purposes.                Photo SUPPLIED
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FATIMA ALLIE

A RECIPE is never a flop, it 
just becomes another recipe. I 
told Shanaaz Parker this and 
she smiled in agreement.
 This took place in her 
kitchen in 2010, while busy 
with the photo shoot for our 
cookbook collaboration. It was 
for Book 6: Cape Malay Classic 
Cooking which is part of the 
Indulge Recipe Collection.

She said that everything has 
a recipe, whether it is a good 
marriage bond, healthy family 
relations or much needed 
community assistance.

It was on a Friday morning 
when she called to ask me to 
co-author a book with her.

I had a meltdown. I said, 
‘What? Are you crazy? I can’t do 
this!’ She burst out laughing and 
called her daughter, Rehana, to 
hear what I had to say; she was so 
amused by my reaction.

She then told me to breathe, 
take 10 A4 pages, turn it 
lengthwise, fold it in half and tie 
a piece of string in the middle of 
the 10 pages. I would then have a 
book of 20 blank pages.

All I then needed to do was to 
write down my favourite family 
recipes on the top of each page. 
Lo and behold, after Jumu’ah, all 
the blank pages were filled. This 

is how my journey started as a 
co-author of a cook book.

We all have our own Recipe of 
Life. Each chapter in our lives has 
its own tried and tested recipe. 
It takes hard work to become an 
author, lecturer and entrepreneur, 
like Shanaaz was.

Her basic recipe was: one 
cup of intention, one cup of 
purpose, one cup of key people; 
one cup of skill; one cup of 
love; one cup of compassion; 
one cup of understanding; one 
cup of determination; one cup 
of kindness; one cup of respect; 
one cup of humility; one cup of 
perseverance; one cup of benefit 
to the community; one cup of 
gratitude and thankfulness.

These ‘life ingredients’ guided 
her to the legacy she has left 
behind, namely Hajj: The 
Timeless Journey, which now falls 
under The Shanaaz Parker Legacy 
Projects.

Rehana Parker Sayed, 
Shanaaz’s daughter, has taken on 
the leadership role to continue her 
mother’s living legacy. In order to 
fulfil this legacy, we are selling the 
Shanaaz Parker Recipe Collection 
Books.

The four Indulge Recipe 
Collection books are packaged 
at R99 and is available from the 
following participating retailers: 
Spar Stores (Kromboom, Ottery, 
Grassy Park, Groote Schuur, 
Kensington, Strandfontein); Big 
Boy Crockery (Lansdowne); 
Sawants Creations (Rylands); 
Chikro (Grassy Park and Parow).

We invite our community to 
support this project by purchasing 
the books and to kindly nominate 
a worthy family member, friend 
or acquaintance to perform their 
fard Hajj.

Muslim Views and Radio 786 
are proud partners to this project. 
The nomination process is user 
friendly: Radio 786 has kindly 
designed an application form on 
their website www.radio786.
co.za; click on the ‘Hajj: The 
Timeless Journey’ icon and follow 
the prompts.

Your motivation should be no 
more than 300 words. A nominee 
can be nominated more than once 
by different people. Couples may 
also be nominated. Below are the 
nomination criteria:

60 years and older; has not 
performed Hajj before; has 
made niyyah to perform Hajj; 
has applied for Hajj accreditation 
through Sahuc; has the COVID-
19 vaccine; is not financially able 
to afford the Hajj.

Email nominations to 
hajjthetimelessjourney@gmail.com

Recipe of Life -

Purchase Flavor’s, the fourth recipe book by Shanaaz Parker, and receive a free 
Indulge Collection Book and conversion chart for free. This offer will be available 
in early 2022.                 Photo SUPPLIED
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NONTOBEKO AISHA 
MKHWANAZI 

IN the quest to promote akhlaaq 
(good character), adaab (good 
manners), love for knowledge, 
humility, kindness and the 
continuous practice of the 
Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad 
(SAW) by the youth, the 
International Peace College of 
South Africa (Ipsa) hosted the 
2nd Annual Prophet Muhammad 
(SAW) Awards for Excellence at 
The Academia, in Lansdowne, 
Cape Town, on October 2, 2021.

Ipsa claims to be the first 
Islamic tertiary institution to offer 
qualifications accredited by the 
Department of Higher Education 
and Training (DHET), such as the 
Higher Certificate, BA and Bachelor 
of Arts Honours in Islamic Studies, 
and Masters in Applied Islamic 
Thought.

The institution is also dedicated 
to holistically empowering the youth 
with knowledge that will not only 
make them good citizens but will 
bring them closer to Allah.

Ipsa’s student liaison officer, 
Shaikh Fakhruddin Owaisi, 
noted, ‘At Ipsa, we believe that an 
institution of education should not 
only be serving its students and staff 
but the greater community beyond 
the walls of the institution. And 
this is the spirit all higher education 

institutions should have.’
He added that the awards were 

inspired by the most excellent human 
being: ‘The awards are not just 
named after Prophet Muhammad 
(SAW) because he is our prophet but 
because he (SAW) was somebody 
who always called for excellence. He 
(SAW) said, that if anyone of you 
does something, let them excel in it. 
So, the idea of excellence comes from 
Nabi (SAW).

‘He (SAW) was also the most 
excellent human being to live on this 
planet and so, striving for excellence 
is important for every Muslim. 
When some of the youth strive to 
achieve this excellence as parents 
and members of the community, 
we ought to encourage and support 
them.’

Ipsa CEO, Dr Dawood 
Terblanche, pointed out that the 
award recipients were acknowledged 
for excellent character and academic 
performance.

‘We honour and salute the 
matriculants from these institutions 
who have shown remarkable quality 
traits exemplifying and personifying 
the Prophetic model of our beloved 
Prophet Muhammad (SAW). The 
knowledge, character and social 
activism shown by the award 
recipients is indeed remarkable,’ said 
Terblanche.

The award recipients were Hafidh 
Musa Cader and Mumtaz Karriem, 

from The Leadership College; 
Fayzaan Mohammed and Layla 
Enos, from The Oracle Academy; 
Usama Isaacs and Fatima Karriem, 
from Al Azhar High School; Hafidh 
Muddaththir Farooki and Sameerah 
Armadien from Darul-Islam High 
School; Mogamat Wazir Daniels and 
Ashieqah Fisher, from Darul-Arqam 
High School; Abdul Razack Kafaar 
and Qudsiyyah Adams, from Islamia 
College; Fayaad Harneker and 
Imtithaal Manuel, from Star College; 
Sameer Kaprey and Aaliyah Isaacs 
from Rylands High School; Abubakr 
Adamson and Sherezaan Diedericks 
from Athlone High School.

Dr Terblanche congratulated the 
recipients, saying, ‘The awarded 
matriculants give us a sense of hope 
that our future holds a brighter 
tomorrow. You are the ambassadors 
of Islam and a role model to your 

peers. In the challenging times we 
live in today, marked with the 
highest disdain for the sanctity of 
life, honour and dignity, you have 
a responsibility to carry the flag of 
Islam.

‘Become a sweet voice of reason, 
respect and moderation. The Muslim 
community, South Africa and the 
world need more young women and 
men like your honourable selves,’ 
urged Dr Terblanche.

Guest speaker, Yousuf Atcha, the 
principal of The Leadership College, 
encouraged parents and Islamic 
institutions to continue supporting, 
nurturing and guiding their children 
to the straight path.

‘It’s clearly evident that indeed 
there is transformation in our 
community; the transformation that 
is pioneered by Islamic institutions. 
May this transformation continue to 

blossom. Despite all the adversities 
in life, we as parents and teachers 
must always give children hope,’ 
said Atcha.

Musa Cader, one of the award 
recipients, said that he was honoured 
to receive the award.

‘I am grateful to Allah because 
if He had not willed it, it wouldn’t 
have happened. I am also grateful 
to Ipsa and my parents for inspiring 
me to do more and live my life 
striving to follow the footsteps of 
Nabi (SAW),’ said Cader.

Abdul Razaaq Kaffar, another 
award recipient, said that the award 
meant a lot to him: ‘I am grateful to 
Ipsa for receiving this honourable 
award because it did not only just 
encourage me but opened my eyes 
to the fact that anything can be 
achieved if you listen to your parents 
and teachers.’

IPSA hosts Prophet Muhammad (SAW) Awards for Excellence

Delighted Prophet Muhammad (SAW) Award for Excellence recipients during the award ceremony at The Academia, in 
Lansdowne, Cape Town.                                    Photo SUPPLIED
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ZEINOUL ABEDIEN CAJEE

IN many seminars and 
webinars, I have asked: ‘Does 
anyone know what is infaaq?’ 
Invariably, they answer: ‘Never 
heard of this word,’ ‘I don’t 
know.’ Truth be told, there 
are 83 mentions in 68 verses 
in the Glorious Quran.

In the very first ruku of 
Surah Al Baqarah, ‘And spend 
from the rizq that Allah has 
endowed you with’ (2:3). In 
another verse, ‘They ask you: 
what should they spend on?’  
(2:215) In yet another verse, 
‘The parable of the one that 
spends in the way of Allah …’ 
(2: 261)

Generally, scholars refer to 
infaaq as spending in the way of 
Allah but it also means general 
spending. And could also refer 
to wasteful/ wrongful spending.

One of the main branches 
of infaaq is sadaqah. Sadaqah 
has two main branches – 
compulsory and voluntary. The 
compulsory comprises zakaah 
as one of the five pillars of Islam, 
whereas the voluntary forms 

are expressed and encouraged 
in many ahadith and ayahs of 
the Quran. Voluntary forms 
comprise waqf, qard hasan, 
Lillah, sadqa, takaful and 
hibah.

Zakaah is compulsory and 
must be paid by every Muslim 
who has an excess over a certain 
minimum amount of wealth 
(nisaab). Zakaah distribution is 
governed by the eight categories 
prescribed by Allah in Surah 
Tauba (9:60)

Lillah (for Allah) comprises 
any form of charity given in the 
cause of Allah on a voluntary 
basis. Waqf is a permanent 
transfer of a portion of one’s 
wealth or assets for the pleasure 
of Allah on a voluntary basis, 
where the usufruct or the fruits/ 
revenues of the waqf may be 
used for any shariah compliant 
purpose.

Qard hasan is a voluntary, 
figurative ‘loan’ to Allah. It 
signifies a voluntary charity in 
the form of a sadaqah, waqf 
or lillah. A hibah is a gift of 
love and benevolence of one’s 
possessions to another person 

or institution without any 
consideration, payback, charge 
or benefit.

In many instances, it is also 
given as repayable loans to 
people or organisations with no 
expectation of return or profit. 
While zakaah has fixed rates 
based on a formula of our assets 
and liabilities, the other infaaq 
charities are voluntary and no 
fixed amounts are stipulated.

However, in giving and 
distributing, our actions must 
be governed by a sense of 
justice and compassion. For 
example, treating our children 
equally. There are instances, 
for example in the case of the 
noble Khadija (RA) who gave 
her wealth in support of the 
Prophet (SAW). There are 
thousands of role models for 
each type of infaaq.

Whereas unpaid zakaah may 
be treated as a debt in our wills, 
we are free to make bequests 
both during our lifetimes and 
upon death with all the other 
charities. A hibah may be given 
equally to one’s children, male 
or female, to an employee 

or to one’s relatives, as was 
encouraged by the Prophet 
(SAW) in exchanging gifts.

Charity is the one clamour 
we will make on the day of 
judgement, when if we are on 
the wrong side of Allah’s scales, 
we will plead to be sent back 
just to give sadaqah/ infaaq.

Another beautiful verse 
points to what perishes and 
what endures. Allah says, what 
we keep will perish, and what 
we give will endure forever. 
Hence, we are encouraged to 
give in the form of waqf, which 
becomes the most enduring 
voluntary charity in Islam.

Waqfs are generally invested 
in income-producing buildings, 
farms and other assets so that 
the revenues may be spent 
in perpetuity on worthwhile 
charitable projects, for Muslims, 
other communities, animal 
protection, environment, 
infrastructure, social cohesion, 
arts, culture, libraries, books, 
water and sanitation, roads, 
security and a myriad other 
uses.

While relief and 

rehabilitation are important, 
development, independence, 
community esteem and pride 
are also important, especially in 
our times.

Infaaq is a comprehensive 
format of giving in the path of 
Allah. While the word is popular 
in Southeast Asian countries, 
like Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Singapore, the concept needs 
much more discussion.

Awqaf SA is a specialist waqf 
institution and has been leading 
the way since 2000/ 2001. 
Come, join hands and let’s 
grow in the infaaqi economy – 
the Islamic gift economy.

Zeinoul Abedien Cajee [CA 
(SA) MEd] is the founding 
CEO of AWQAF SA. 

Infaaq: spending in the way of Allah
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SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS

ON Sunday, October 24, 
2021, at the Sanzaf Triennial 
General Meeting, the national 
leadership of Sanzaf was 
unanimously re-elected to 
serve another three-year 
term. May Allah SWT guide 
them and reward them and 
the organisation in our 
efforts to serve humanity.

This marks the second-
term for Sanzaf National 
Chairperson Fayruz 
Mohamed, who became the 
first woman to be elected 
national chairperson of the 
47-year old organisation.

Mohamed, a qualified CA, 
director and internationally 
certified in Zakah Management, 
led the organisation through a 
challenging period as COVID-
19 has changed all our lives in 
so many dramatic ways and 
continues to affect the socio-
economic climate of not only 
our beloved country but the 
entire world.

With her guidance, strong 
management and commitment 
from staff, Sanzaf was able to 
make an impact, and continues 

to be a beacon of hope to 
those in need.

Mohamed commented, 
‘Alhamdullilah, it is with 
great honour that I take the 
position as chairperson of 
the South African National 
Zakah Fund for another term. 
Much of my past tenure has 
shown us that the spirit of 
giving – despite the difficult 
times – is still very much alive 
within the Muslim community 
and we will continue working 
tirelessly to ensure we make an 
impact in the lives of those less 
fortunate.

‘I must take this opportunity 
to pay tribute to the great 
personal sacrifices of our 
hard-working and loyal staff 
and management who are the 
soul of the organisation.’

She concluded, ‘Looking 
forward, I am excited to 
lead the organisation to our 
Vision 2025, which will mark 
Sanzaf’s 50th year of service 
to humanity. We continue to 
work to make zakah education, 
collection and distribution 
more efficient and effective 
by incorporating advancing 
technology, and improving our 

internal corporate governance.
‘Just as we closed our 

financial period, we once 
again received international 
recognition from the Global 
Good Governance Awards 
for our efforts in capacity 
building, again representing 
our core principles.

‘We are grateful that our 
many partners and donors 
could assist us in leveraging 
the power of collective 
efforts at a time when they 
themselves were unsure of 
their own futures. Without 
these generous stakeholders, 
we would not have been able 
to respond on a significant 
scale.

‘As one of the longest 
serving zakah organisations in 
the country, we have adapted, 
grown and improved to make 
an impact and will continue to 
do so.

‘We ask the Almighty to ease 
the difficulties of the destitute 
and to guide and protect 
the ummah and community 
organisations such as Sanzaf, 
so we may continue His 
work with value and honesty, 
ameen.’

National leadership unanimously re-elected

Sanzaf National Chairperson Fayruz Mohamed (right) and Sanzaf First National 
Chairperson Moulana Hassiem Cassiem with the Cambridge IFA Global Good 
Governance Award 2021.                                Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS

Sanzaf National Chairperson Fayruz Mohamed.
Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS
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Appeal to ulama 
for Eid unity

I WRITE this with a heaviness 
that has been with the Muslim 
community in South Africa for 
the longest time. We are living 
through a pandemic; a pandemic 
that has taken so many loved ones 
from us, yet we still go through 
our lives with blinkers on.

We celebrate Eid-ul-Adha (the 
significance of this day is known to 
all Muslims) yet, as a community, 
we remain fragmented. The 
question that still gets asked is: 
‘Are you having Eid on the first or 
second day?’

If a pandemic hasn’t brought 
the ulama to unify on this, then 
what will?

It isn’t a question of who is right 
or who is wrong. It’s not about 

‘giving in’. It’s about doing what is 
right for families, for neighbours, 
for us ordinary people.

We are a people united by our 
religion but on Eid-ul-Adha we are 
a people disunited based on which 
imam we follow. Families do not 
have consensus on the day.

For years, many of my family 
celebrated Eid on the second 
day and we still do because the 
majority celebrate Eid on this day. 

However, if the ulama decide that 
Eid should be held on the first day 
then we will. It’s about uniting our 
community.

It shouldn’t be an intellectual 
debate; certainly not one that 
involves egos. It’s about doing 
what is right for all the people; for 
us Muslims.

Let’s heal our broken families.
We are going to be held 

accountable. Let us unify and do 

what is right, even if it means 
having a vote where everyone 
agrees to the outcome, whatever 
it may be.

Let’s have an Eid-ul-Adha 
where neighbours can greet each 
other, where families can visit and 
greet each other freely. Let’s get 
back to a united people, Insha 
Allah.

Nadia da Costa
Cape Town

Erratum: 
Soni Art
IN the article, 
‘Uncovering the role 
of Effendi scholars 
in Cape history,’ 
(Muslim Views, page 
24, November 2021), 
our reporter described 
Tasneem Chilwan as the 
‘founder’ of Soni Art.

Achmat Soni is the only 
founder of Soni Art, and 
Tasneem Chilwan was a 
member.

Muslim Views apologises 
for the error and any 
misunderstanding it may 
have caused.

The Editor

Letters to the Editor

AS part of its on-going drive 
to reach out to all sectors 
of our communities, The 
SA Foundation for Islamic 
Art (Safia) is hosting a 
children’s art competition.

The competition was 
launched on December 1, 2021, 
and children will be allowed 
three months within which to 
produce some really stunning 
ideas and place these in some art 
form. The age categories will be 
5 – 7 years; 8 – 10 years, and 11 
– 13 years.

According to Razzack Abbas, 
co-ordinator for new projects, 
Safia wants as many children to 
participate so will allow water 

colours, oils, mixed media, 
sculptures, wood carvings and 
any other interesting depictions 
of art.

‘The title would be: “Our 
view of the new world through 
art”, and we are hoping that 
this broad approach would 
encourage as many children to 
participate,’ he said. The focus 
of the artwork should be on 
recycling and climate change, 
Abbas emphasised.

Safia will be offering various 
interesting prizes which will be 
displayed on the Safia website 
once they are finalised.

For more information, please 
visit: www.safia.org.za

Safia children’s 
art competition
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AISHA ADAM

IT’S that time of the year 
again when children will be 
excited to do their brand new 
stationery and uniform shopping 
with their parents for the new 
school year. Unfortunately, 
that will not be the case for 
thousands of orphans and poor 
children living in the poorest 
regions of the Western Cape.

A survey conducted by Statistics 
South Africa reported that 59,4 
per cent of school learners walk to 
school every day due to the high 
rates of poverty in the country. The 
sad reality is that many of these 
children are unable to afford school 
shoes to make walking to school 
easier.

In rural schools, thousands of 
children struggle every year due to 
a lack of textbooks, calculators and 
stationery to accommodate every 
learner, and this ultimately results 
in poor performance amongst 
learners.

At Muslim Hands, we believe 
that every child has the right to 
attain a quality education with 
the right tools to enhance their 
learning. As such, at the start 
of every new school year, our 
Programmes department sets out to 

distribute hundreds of brand new 
stationery kits and school shoes to 
rural schools in the outskirts of the 
Western Cape.

The impact of your Gift a 
School Kit donations last year

Thanks to the generosity of 
donors, Muslim Hands teams set 
out to distribute 400 stationery kits, 
school shoes and dictionaries to 
Lukhanyo and Kleinmond primary 
schools, in Overberg.

Many of the children attending 
these schools come from informal 
settlements and often walk two 
kilometres daily to and back from 
school. Due to the pandemic, many 
of the learners’ parents and guardians 
have been left unemployed, with 
no income, making it extremely 
difficult to afford school supplies.

Upon arriving at the schools, 
our staff was welcomed by excited 
learners who were jumping with 
joy upon receiving their brand new 
school shoes and stationery packs. 
The stationery packs included 
books, pens, files, folders, crayons 
and much more.

The principals and teachers 
of the schools also thanked our 
staff members wholeheartedly as 
the donations would assist learners 
throughout the school year. The 

school shoes would also make 
walking to school much easier for 
children, especially in the cold, 
rainy months of winter.

The Prophet (SAW) said, 
‘Whoever removes a worldly 
hardship from a believer, Allah will 
remove one of the hardships on the 
Day of Resurrection from him.’ 
(Muslim)

Donate to our Gift a School 
Kit appeal today and help provide 
stationery packs to the most 
vulnerable children living in the 
outskirts of the Western Cape. Visit 
muslimhands.org.za or call our 
office on 021 633 6413 to make 
your donation today.

THE United Ulama Council 
of South Africa (UUCSA) held 
its annual general meeting 
in Lenasia, Johannesburg, 
on November 19 and 
20, 2021. Meetings were 
held with stakeholders, 
and matters of national 
importance were discussed.

Delegates representing all 
nine member organisations were 
present. The Muslim Judicial 
Council (MJC), Jamiatul Ulama 
KZN (JUKZN), Sunni Jamiatul 
Ulama (SJU), Sunni Ulama 
Council (SUC), Cape Town Ulama 
Board (CTUB), Darul Ihsan 
Humanitarian Centre (DIHC), 
Jamiatul Ulama South Africa 
(JUSA) and the Council of Ulama 

Eastern Cape (CUEC) attended 
the two-day meeting hosted by the 
Sunni Ulama Council.

Key points of discussion 
included the following:

• Meeting with NSPCA to deal 
with matters regarding 
qurbani and ritual 
slaughter. The relationship 
with the NSPCA is an 
opportunity to convey the 
sublime method of Islam 
in sacrificing of animals is 
divine and most humane.

• The proposed changes to the 
Matrimonial Property Act. 
The serious consequences 
of this legislation that will 
impact on all marriages 
were unpacked. The Law 

Reform Commission has 
granted an extension for 
submissions.

• A closer look at government 
failures and failures of 
citizens. The need for all 
to be alive to the realities 
we face.

• Long-term implications of the 

July insurrection.
‘Alhumdulillah, we enjoyed 

very productive and robust 
discussions over the two-day 
period. We thank our hosts, the 
Sunni Ulama Council for their 
hospitality. We humbly beseech 
your support and duahs for the 
success of UUCSA,’ said Moulana 

Abdul Khaliq Allie, the president 
of UUCSA.

The aim of UUCSA is to unitedly 
work towards the preservation, 
promotion and protection of 
Muslim identity and interest in 
South Africa.

Issued by UUCSA Media 
Committee

A learner in a rural school in Overberg using brand new stationery donated by 
Muslim Hands                                    Photo SUPPLIED

Some of the ulama who were present at the annual general meeting of the United Ulama Council of South Africa (UUCSA), 
from left, Moulana Sayed Imraan Ziyaee, Qari Umar Sithole, Mufti Sayed Haroon Al Azhari, Moulana Dawood Ndolvu and 
Moulana Thabiso Twala.                        Photo AHLUS SUNNAH MEDIA NETWORK

Children overjoyed at Kleinmond Primary School upon receiving their stationery packs at the start of the 2021 school year.
Photo SUPPLIED

Muslim Hands launches stationery drive

UUCSA AGM in Lenasia

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -
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SEPTEMBER 2019
PERFORMANCE AT THE 
ARTSCAPE THEATRE
IN CAPE TOWN.

FEATURING OUR
VERY OWN

KHUDDAMUL-ISLAM
NASHEED GROUP

ABO SHAAR 
B R O T H E R S
SA TOUR 2019

R100

MP3 DISK

19 TRACKS

LAUNCH OF THE LONG-AWAITED ABO SHAAR CD

KAUTHAR ROOMANEY

AS human beings, each of us has 
an inherent tendency to deviate 
from the straight path and to do 
things that is not in alignment 
with our faith and moral values.

Not a day passes when one can 
be certain that ‘today I have made 
no mistakes’.

At times, we are oblivious of 
the fact that we are doing wrong; 
and at times we consciously and 
deliberately do things we know 
we ought not to. These wrongs 
may cause agony to others or even 
bring pain and suffering to them.

Backbiting and slandering has 
become widespread amongst 
humankind. Some of us use back-
biting or gossiping and slandering 
to hurt others in order to feel good 
about ourselves. It is a psycholog-
ical power dynamic to make one 
feel high by making someone else 

feel low.
These deliberate and wrongful 

acts are often seen between friends 
and close family members. It is so 
common that we subconsciously 
engage in either listening to it or 
partaking in it. Furthermore, it has 
become an issue of family meetings 
and an avenue for expressing their 
anger, misgivings and jealousy.

Those who indulge in backbit-
ing find flaws in others without 
considering their own. They are 
insensitive of the matter that by 
taking a magnifying glass and scru-
tinising someone else means that 
they view themselves as perfect 
human beings, free of their own 

judgement and unbothered about 
how they treat others.

There was a Jewish woman in 
Makkah who would throw gar-
bage on the doorstep of the Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) 
in defiance of his message. One 
day she fell sick and could not 
throw the garbage so the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) visited her. It 
is said that she was so amazed at 
his character that she realised his 
prophethood and accepted Islam.

This story teaches us to still 
practise acts of kindness even 
when wronged. Do not be fazed 
by what is said about you or done 
to you, whether it be speaking ill 
about you or harming you.

Remove yourself from those 
who hurt you more than they love 

you, those who stunt your growth 
rather than clap for it. There will 
be lots of people who will dislike 
you because they did not hear your 
side of the story.

Follow the Prophet’s (SAW) 
advice. Let them judge you, let 
them misunderstand you, let them 
gossip about you. if you did not do 
it, do not own it. Their opinions 
do not need to affect you.

Stay kind, committed to love 
and free in your authenticity, no 
matter what they do or say. Don’t 
doubt your worth or the beauty of 
your truth. Just keep shining like 
you do because what doesn’t kill 
you makes you stronger.

Kauthar Roomaney is a sur-
vivor, teacher and motivational 
speaker.

SHAIKH ISMAIL LONDT

WHAT, at the very least, should 
every Muslim know regarding 
the teachings of Islam? And how 
does a Muslim navigate his life 
in this ever-changing world? 

These are the questions that 
the Dar Ubaiy Centre’s new, one-
year course aims to answer. It 
is a full-time programme from 
Monday to Friday and is ideal for 
the young adult who has recently 
matriculated and wishes to 
ground himself before proceeding 
with higher academic studies or 
work.

The centre will also 
accommodate other dedicated 
mature gentlemen who can avail 
themselves in the allotted times.

The course seeks to empower 
the individual with fundamental 
knowledge regarding the Holy 
Quran. Beyond recitation, its 
laws and Quranic sciences, the 
offering will make special effort to 
analyse, discuss and learn about 
the moral guidelines embedded in 
the Quranic content.

This is a much-needed area of 
study, and the course has been 
equipped with new and innovative 
content in this regard.

The course is also designed 
to equip the individual with the 
basics of Islamic belief, history 
and jurisprudence. The prepared 
content addresses the foundation 
of fundamentals that every 
Muslim should know regarding 
a variety of Islamic concepts and 
laws.

As such, it hones the 
individual to become a leader in 
his own home, and a competent 
representative of his religion in his 
working space and community. 
The content also serves as a good 
foundation for further research 
and inquiry.

And finally, special effort will 
be made to discuss and explore the 
Quranic and Prophetic guidance 
where modern challenges are 
concerned. We live in a world 
that is rapidly changing and we 
may be left unsure as to who 
we are in relation to everything 
around us.

We may not know how to 
respond to or deal with current 
events, specific situations, 
concepts and claims. A wide 
variety of topics will be explored 
in this regard, and expert help will 
be sought to guide us through this 
maze of important and relevant 

issues.
Feel free to contact the DU 

Centre on 076 650 7772 for 
more information or apply for the 
course directly via this link: www.
tinyurl.com/MM2022application.

Inquiries have been made for 
similar offerings on a part-time 
basis and we will consider it in 
the future, Insha Allah but, for 
now, the course will be offered 
on a full-time basis as of January 
2022, if the Almighty so wills.

We request everyone’s prayers 
that the Almighty guides us in 
our endeavour and blesses it 
with acceptance and the intended 
beneficial outcomes for all. 
Ameen.

What doesn’t kill you makes you stronger

Mindful Muslim: a one-year course like no other

Survivor’s Blog
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       Tel: 021 697 0388 076 391 3781Cell:

macbatct@gmail.comE-mail: 

 Website: www.macbatct.wix.com/macbat

Address: Shop 10 Asar Mini Mall, Belgravia Road Athlone

” – Dorothea Lange
 
The beauty of photographs is that they allow you to re-experience life's moments through touch, 
sight and holding them close to heart. 
 

 
Why having a photo album is important 
 

· Looking through old photographs is like travelling through me 
· It preserves moments that we o�en might not get the chance to experience again
· It tells a visual story that cannot be told in words

Photography takes 
an instant out of time, 

altering life by 
holding it still

we now 
SPECIALISE IN

BOOK PRINTING
 

we now 
SPECIALISE IN
BOOK PRINTING
 

PERSONALISE YOUR RECIPES

PUBLISH YOUR OWN BOOKS

PUBLISH YOUR VERY 

TREASURED PHOTOS IN A 

PHOTOBOOK

Showcase your precious 
moments or �i� another 

with a stylish photo album 

Focus on Finance

WITH many people receiving 
their December pay cheque 
mid-month, January can be 
a particularly lethargic and 
stressful month if we spend 
too much during December. If 
you’re paid on December 14, 
there is potentially 42 days to 
the next pay cheque, in January.

Christmas euphoria is thick in 
the air, with every retailer tempting 
you to ‘spoil yourself’. As this 
frenzy continues to build up and 
gain momentum, the harsh reality 
is that the vast majority of South 
Africans are struggling financially 
but such festivities blur our logic 
and cause us to justify excessive 
expenditure.

Avoid being swept up in the 
season’s tide. As the torrid 2021 
curtains close and you are among 
the lucky ones going home with a 
13th cheque, or bonus, consider 
using that money to start 2022 the 

right way. Here are some points 
worth considering:

Firstly, avoid spending your 
anticipated bonus or rack up credit 
card debt before you are paid the 
bonus, as perhaps was the case 
this past ‘Black Friday’. Retailers 
are drumming up deals to lure 
shoppers to spend in their stores. 
This can unhinge your budget, 
should the company’s financials 
not include bonuses.

No legislation can force 
employers to pay year-end bonuses 
to their employees and, in an ailing 
economy, the annual bonus is often 
the first perk to fall away.

Always remember that your 
bonus might be taxed and so don’t 
count on having every penny of 
your bonus to spend. As the adage 
goes, ‘It’s easy to spend what you 
don’t have but very taxing to pay 
back what you owe.’

Secondly, it is too easy to let the 
spending during the holiday season 
spiral out of control as people often 
go into denial mode in the hype 
of the festive season and end up 
having to deal with debt in the new 
year.

The truth of the matter is that 
you cannot expect not to spend 
any money in such times. Financial 
prudence demands that you start 
planning to spend your extra money 
by creating a budget, considering 
what you realistically expect to 
spend and your financial priorities.

Thirdly, divide the bonus into 
three categories: debt, savings and 
expenditures, and allocate amounts 
to each category. The December 
budget must take into account 
the costs of January as well as 
unforeseeable life events, such as 
death, spontaneous adventures 
and surprise guests, among many 
others.

However, striking a balance 
between those holiday goals and 
the longer-term finances is of 
paramount importance.

Fourthly, it is advisable to use a 
sizeable portion of the bonus to pay 
off any debts, credit cards, bond 
and retail accounts. The longer you 
take to pay off any debt, the more 
you end up paying in interest.

Over and above the everyday 
living expenses and debt, one needs 
to state clearly what is available 

for gifts, travel and entertainment 
over the festive period. However, 
if you haven’t already saved up 
for December, the worst enemy 
to progress that you could do is 
borrowing money to spend.

Debt in the form of credit 
and retail cards is expensive. 
Such borrowings to cater for the 
festive season can leave you with a 
financial hangover going into 2022. 
Who knows whether another ‘grim 
reaper’ like COVID-19 awaits us 
in 2022?

Instead of blowing your bonus 
on large and expensive items, 
come up with a strategy that sees 
you saving and investing. This 
will ensure that you have enough 
to meet your and your family’s 
financial needs in 2022.

Consideration should be given 
to appropriate investments and 
insurance policies, such as life 
insurance, health insurance and 
funeral cover. It will be wise to set 
aside a portion of the bonus for 
such important financial needs – 
plan ahead.

In conclusion, we’re not 
suggesting that you become a 

miser and not spend your hard-
earned bonus on yourself but it is a 
worthwhile exercise to map out your 
anticipated festive expenditures 
and make contingences for rainy 
days beyond December.

COVID-19 has shown us the 
dark side of life when we are 
financially unprepared for the 
eventualities of life. Spending your 
annual bonus wisely or investing 
it is better than squandering it all 
during the festive season.

For any queries, please contact: 
Hassen Kajie (Entrepreneurial 
Business Services Director, Cape 
Town) M: (+27) 82 333 3389; E: 
hassen@nexia-sabt.co.za

Yousuf Hassen (Entrepreneurial 
Business Services Director, 
Centurion) M: (+27) 82 333 3376; 
E: yhassen@nexia-sabt.co.za

Please note that the above is 
for information purposes only and 
does not constitute tax/financial 
advice. As everyone’s personal 
circumstances vary, we recommend 
they seek advice on the matter. 
Note that while every effort is made 
to ensure accuracy, Nexia SAB&T 
does not accept responsibility for 
any inaccuracies or errors contained 
herein.

Why Janu-worry? Take heed, don’t blow your year-end bonus!
TINASHE CHIPATISO, 
a tax and corporate 
consultant at Nexia 
SAB&T, advises on the 
end-of-year expenditure.
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Acc Name.        Islamic Relief   
Bank Name.     Standard Bank

Branch Code     005205 
Acc No.             005318459 | Savings
Reference         OVC + Your Number
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islamic-relief.org.za
DONATE NOW 

There are 
more than 150 million 
orphans world wide.
You can give hope 

to ONE

Get Involved
Sponsor an orphan for R700 

Contribute to our orphans 
waqf from R500 

Contribute any amount towards 
our orphan's general fund.

per month

NABILA MAYET

THOUSANDS of benefactors 
gladly use Islamic Relief to see 
to the needs of more than 62 
000 orphans in 27 countries. 
You, too, can become a patron 
by investing in this noble 
cause with Islamic Relief.

Children must be protected, 
and orphans and vulnerable 
children, more so. From just 
R500, you can aid and safeguard 

their childhood with dignity.
The Prophet (SAW) said, 

‘Whoever takes care of an 
orphan, he and I will be together 
in Paradise like this (his index 
and middle fingers held close 
together).’

Children deserve the God-
given right to be loved, protected, 
uplifted, developed and educated. 
However, for one in five children 
worldwide, these rights are 
deprived.

Children stripped of these 
fundamental human rights face 
illiteracy, disease, child labour, 
abuse, exploitation, extreme 
poverty and even death.

A society that causes children 
to lose hope is a desolated one. 
Islamic Relief, together with 
thousands of benefactors, provide 
hope to orphans and vulnerable 
children.

Through an integrated system 
of support and care, Islamic 

Relief, together with related 
childminders, guardians, families 
and local communities, combat 
poverty and inequality, and 
provide lasting and sustainable 
solutions.

Islamic Relief’s orphan project 
is considered the best in its class.

Join us, and together we 
can aid and offer hope to more 
children around the world by: 
providing food, healthcare, 
education and financial support 

to childminders and families; 
administering a special orphan 
endowment fund that supports 
long-term sustainable care for the 
orphans and their childminders; 
establishing a general fund that 
allows donors to support orphan-
related projects around the world.

With your support, we’re not 
only transforming futures, we’re 
saving lives.

Visit www.islamic-relief.org.za 
to donate or for more information.

Put a smile on a child’s face by donating to Islamic Relief’s 
Orphans and Vulnerable Children Campaign.       Photo SUPPLIED

The Orphans and Vulnerable Children’s Project, by Islamic Relief, looks at the holistic development and empowerment of the orphan family 
and has, therefore, established local field offices which is the hub of activity in various rural areas. This allows the orphans, vulnerable 
children and their siblings to remain in their homes and communities.                                          Photo SUPPLIED

Islamic Relief sees to the needs of orphans in 27 countries
- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -
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IBRAHIM OKSAS AND 
NAZEEMA AHMED

IN sharing his perspective on the 
universal value and importance 
of effort, work and striving 
in this world, Bediuzzaman 
shares in his tafsir, Risale-i Nur, 
that work is both a necessary 
condition for human beings 
and is ultimately beneficial for 
the continuation of social life.

He says that in order to maintain 
and preserve social life, five principles 
are necessary: first is compassion, 
second is respect, third is security, 
fourth is to know what is haraam 
(forbidden) and halaal (permissible), 
and fifth is effort and work.

For Bediuzzaman, the necessity of 
work constitutes a universal truth, 
and the pleasure afforded by work 
and effort can be observed in all 
creation, from animals to human 
beings. Furthermore, effort affords 
pleasure and work affords happiness, 
while idleness and laziness afford 
neither pleasure nor happiness.

He says that the reason that work 
affords pleasure is that Almighty 
Allah, through His abundant 
generosity, placed the reward for 
work and the pleasure derived from 
it within the work itself. It is for this 
reason that in their assigned duties, 

which are called creative commands, 
animate beings conform to Allah 
Almighty’s commands with eagerness 
and a sort of pleasure. For example, 
bees and chickens undertake their 
duties with pleasure.

This means that there is enjoyment 
in their work so that they perform 
it perfectly, even though they do not 
consider the results of their duties as 
they do not possess intelligence.

Bediuzzaman then invites 
us to consider our own members 
and faculties to confirm the truth 
that pleasure can be found in the 
performance of duties. When we 
employ our emotions and faculties, 
like our eyes, intellect, imagination, 
in their duties, each of these receive 
different pleasures in performing the 
duties connected to our individual 
survival and the survival of the human 
race. Undertaking the assigned duties 
constitutes a means of enjoyment for 
them, and to give up a duty is a kind 
of torment for a member, like the legs 
losing their ability to walk.

Bediuzzaman next cites examples 
from the animal kingdom to confirm 
his claim that for all creation, pleasure 
is derived from the performance of 
duties, with no expectation of reward 
or validation.

He asks us to consider the males 
and females of the animal species, 

like the hen and the cock, which 
act as shepherds, and we ought to 
understand that they do not perform 
these duties on their own account or 
for their own perfections.

He says that even if a cock is 
hungry, the cock prefers the hens to 
itself, summoning them to feed. It 
does not eat but allows them to do so. 
And it is clear from this action that the 
cock feels enjoyment in carrying out 
this duty, rather than from feeding 
itself. The hen will also sacrifice its 
life for its chicks, throwing itself at a 
dog. It will also remain hungry and 
give them grain. That is to say, it 
receives such pleasure in its duty that 
it renders preferable both the pains 
of hunger and the pangs of death. If 
the males and females of the animal 
kingdom have to sacrifice their lives in 
the course of their duties, they do so.

This is so, since they perform 
their assigned duties, not on their 
own account but on account of the 
Munificent Bestower of Bounties, the 
All-Glorious Creator who employs 
them in their duties, in which, 
through His rahmah, He includes 
pleasure. Bediuzzaman then draws 
our attention to the plant kingdom 
and says that evidence that the wage is 
present in the duty itself is that plants 
and trees conform to the Glorious 
Creator’s commands in a manner that 

implies eagerness and pleasure.
He says that the fragrant scents 

that plants and trees emit, and their 
sacrificing themselves for their shoots 
and fruits until they rot, show to the 
attentive observer that they receive 
such pleasure in conforming to Allah 
Almighty’s commands that it destroys 
them.

Furthermore, it is apparent that 
there is within seeds a longing in 
their duty of germinating and sending 
out shoots. Bediuzzaman likens this 
to someone who is imprisoned in a 
constricted place who longs to go out 
into an open space; such a longing is 
also apparent in seeds, through their 
duty of sprouting.

In considering inanimate creation, 
Bediuzzaman states that inanimate 
beings desire and seek a position, 
perfection, beauty and order, not on 
their own accounts but on account 
of Allah Almighty’s Most Beautiful 
Divine Names manifested on them.

Thus, inanimate beings become 
illumined and progress because, in 
performing their natural duties, they 
become like mirrors and places of 
reflection of Allah Almighty’s name of 
Nur-al Anwar (Light of Lights).

Thus, in all inanimate things, 
ranging from the rotations and the 
voyages of the suns to the spinning 
and turning and vibrations of minute 

particles, all the striving and motion 
apparent in the universe turns on 
the law of qadr, and proceeds 
from Allah Almighty’s power and 
is manifested through the creative 
command (specific, assigned duties 
of creation) which comprises Allah’s 
will, knowledge and command.

In conclusion, when considering 
human beings, Bediuzzaman 
posits that it is because of this 
aforementioned mysterious principle, 
which is in force in the universe and is 
called ‘Sunnatullah’ (Divine Practice), 
that idle, lazy people who live in ease 
and affluence for the most part, suffer 
more distress than those who strive 
and work.

He says this is so because people 
who are idle always complain about 
their lives and desire that their lives 
pass quickly. Since they are bored as a 
result of their idleness, they seek relief 
from their boredom by indulging in 
various forms of entertainment and 
amusement.

However, the person who works 
and strives is thankful, offers praise 
and does not want his life to pass 
quickly. Bediuzzaman reiterates the 
following universal principle: ‘The 
person who lives in idleness and ease 
complains about his life while the 
industrious person who strives is 
thankful.’

Effort and work afford true pleasure and happiness
Light from the Quran
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It’s getting tough out there, but we can help your brand take the
next step. Get started with e-commerce, refresh your Social Media
presence or reach totally new audiences online. From Tweets &
Fleets to Emojis & Stories, we'll help you do the best thing for your
business. Whether Digital Marketing & Social Media excites you or
scares you, we’ve got a solution for you. Call 021 140 1519 or email
sameer@socialnatives.co.za now to make your next move.

THE South African 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(SABC) is a state-owned 
public enterprise providing 
19 radio stations and six 
television broadcasts to 
the general public.

Prior to 1994, the SABC’s 
religious programmes were 
confined to Christianity. 
Based on government’s 
policy that no specific faith 
can be privileged over others 
in a secular state, the SABC 
was compelled to comply by 
including faith-specific [Islam, 
Judaism, Hinduism and African 
(Traditional) Religion] as well 
as multifaith programmes after 
1994.

These were officially 
recognised as the five religious 

minorities with the largest 
following in South Africa. The 
remainder of the faith groups 
were grouped together as 
‘other’.

In 1994, the SABC board 
appointed a religious 
broadcasting panel (RBP) which 
constituted representatives 
of the five faith communities 
referred to above who were 
to act as advisers to the board 
on matters relating to religious 
programmes, and liaise with 
their specific communities.

Muhammad Amin Amod and 
Suleman Dangor were the first 
two Muslim representatives 
on the RBP. While the latter 
retained his position, Dr Faizal 
Suleman was appointed to the 
RBP’s second term of office.

The RBP’s first task 
was to generate a religious 
broadcasting policy which 
stipulated, inter alia, that 
religious programmes could 
not be used for proselytizing 
and that paid broadcasting of 
religious programmes would 
not be permitted.

Based on this policy, the RBP 

rejected the IPCI’s application 
for a paid programme in 
the 1990s. However, the 
policy on paid broadcasting 
has since been revised, and 
the SABC has agreed to 
‘make air time available for 
purchasing by religious groups 
for broadcasting of religious 
material’.

The SABC board dismissed 
the majority of the original 
producers of Christian 
programmes and replaced 
them with one producer for 
each of the five faith-specific 
programmes.

On the recommendation of 
the Muslim members of the RBP, 
Shaikh Salamntu was appointed 
as the first producer of the 
Muslim magazine programme, 
named An Nur. At the time, 
Reverend Solly Mabelane was 
the commissioning editor of 
religious programmes.

Following the restructuring 
of religious programming, 
a commissioning editor was 
appointed from each of the 
five faiths mentioned, Shehnaaz 
Adam being appointed as the 

commissioning editor for An 
Nur.

However, since she took 
up another position in the 
company, there is currently no 
Muslim commissioning editor 
for An Nur.

The SABC produces several 
multifaith programmes which 
are broadcast on the various 
platforms of the SABC. 
These focus on a range of 
contemporary issues from the 
perspective of the respective 
religions.

The allocation of time for 
each faith group on television 
was one of the most contentious 
issues dealt with by the RBP.

While Christians were 
extremely disappointed that 
their time allocation had been 
reduced substantially, the other 
faiths were pleased that they 
would at last be accommodated 
on SABC’s platforms.

After many debates, 
Christians were allocated 
70 per cent of the total time 
allocated for religion, Muslims, 
Jews and Hindus five per cent 
each and ATR three per cent. 
The balance (12 per cent) was 
allocated to ‘other’ (religions).

In order to save costs, the 
SABC outsources religious 

programmes. The company 
that has produced the majority 
of the An Nur programmes 
is Xcon Films, based in Cape 
Town.

The topics covered include 
profiles of individuals/ 
organisations, marriage, organ 
donation, ladies’ fashion, travel, 
cooking and book reviews.

One of the major challenges 
that An Nur is facing is being 
moved from one channel to 
another, which means that the 
producers have to continuously 
adapt to the format of the 
channels.

Since the cost of producing 
religious programmes is 
borne largely by the SABC, 
management does not look 
too favourably on these 
programmes. However, it 
cannot dispense with them 
since they are protected 
under government policy on 
broadcasting.

Producers have to work on a 
tight budget due to the lack of 
sponsorship or advertising on 
An Nur by Muslim companies. 
Despite these challenges, An 
Nur has become popular over 
the years and has a wider 
viewership than the programmes 
of the other minority religions.

The birth of An Nur-SABC, a Muslim magazine programme
The allocation of time for each faith group on television 
was one of the most contentious issues dealt with by the 
RBP, writes EMERITUS PROFESSOR SULEMAN DANGOR.

Discussions with Dangor
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WHEN two people meet, they 
invariably ask, ‘How are you?’

As Muslims, we do not say 
‘good’ or ‘fine’, we always say, 
‘Alhamdulillah.’

As we near the end of two 
years of the global pandemic, 
we can take a moment to reflect 
on how we coped, and are, 
in fact, still coping during this 
trying time.

We mourn the loss of loved 
ones, be they family or friends, 
and we beseech Allah SWT for 
recovery of those who are still 
ill.

As a caring and compassionate 
ummah, we empathise with 
those who have lost their jobs 
or had to take a reduction in 
salary, and we do our best to 
assist where it is needed.

When we consider that we 
have been spared most of the 
ravages experienced by others, 
we say a very sincere and 
heartfelt ‘Alhamdulillah’.

What does it mean when we 
say it? Sometimes, it trips off 
our tongue very lightly, almost 
automatically.

It may be a good thing to 
ponder on this utterance, which 
is one we use to thank Allah 
for all His blessings. Whether 
something good or bad happens, 
we are always optimistic; we 
know that everything comes 
from Allah.

When the Prophet (SAW) saw 
something he liked he would 
say, ‘Alhamdulillah alladhi bi 
ni’matihi tatim us salihat.’ (All 
praise and gratitude belong 
only to Allah by whose blessing 
and favours good things are 
accomplished.)

When it was something 
he disliked, he would say, 
‘Alhamdulillah al kulli hal.’ (All 
praise and thanks belong only 
to Allah in all circumstances.) 
(Saheeh al Jami 4727)

This is an expression of 
complete trust and gratitude, 
and because it was used by our 
Prophet (SAW), we follow his 
example.

As Muslims, we are meant 
to be people who ponder and 
reflect. Allah SWT constantly 
reminds us to reflect when Allah 
addresses us as ‘for those who 
reflect’ – in seventeen places in 

the Holy Quran.

When we say 
‘Alhamdulillah’ 

we are 
simultaneously 
thanking and 

praising Allah; 
doing this is, in 
fact, a form of 
worship. It is 

possible to thank 
someone for a 
favour without 

necessarily 
praising them; and 
it is also possible 
to praise someone 

without being 
grateful to them.

When we say ‘Alhamdulillah’ 

we are simultaneously thanking 
and praising Allah; doing this 
is, in fact, a form of worship. 
It is possible to thank someone 
for a favour without necessarily 
praising them; and it is also 
possible to praise someone 
without being grateful to them.

As Muslims, we are always 
in a state of gratitude for the 
favours that Allah heaps upon 
us, sometimes, without us being 
fully aware of them. Having this 
phrase in our lives, one that no 
other community or group has, 
is one of the ways that Allah 
shows us His mercy.

It is a spiritual gift that comes 
from Allah alone and we use it 
to bring goodness to our lives 
and the lives of those of others 
around us. Allah promises us: 
‘If you are grateful, I will surely 
increase you in favour.’ (Quran 
14:7)

This verse from the Quran is 
echoed by the American author 
Zig Ziegler. He said, ‘Gratitude 
is the healthiest of human 
emotions. The more you express 
gratitude for what you have, the 
more you will have to express 
gratitude for.’

It is amazing how what 
was revealed more than 14 
hundred years ago is now being 
‘discovered’ by modern man. 
We have the true guidance and 
it is important that when we 
use the phrase, we are fully 
cognisant of what we are saying 
and aware of the significance of 
the phrase.

When we are patient in 
adversity then Allah facilitates 
an increase on our patience and 
perseverance, and that in itself 
is a reward.

We have surely been tested 
since our country went into 
lockdown 19 months ago, and 
those of us who have lost loved 
ones know that as sad as we are, 
it was their time to go. We ask 
Allah to have mercy on their 
souls and to increase us in our 
fortitude.

We pray that those of us 
who are still here have drawn 
closer to Allah, increased our 
gratitude and strengthened our 
imaan. For this we say a sincere 
Alhamdulillah alladhi bi ni’ 
matihi tatim us salihat, in the 
full understanding of what we 
are saying, Alhamdulillah.

The significance of saying ‘Alhamdulillah’
From Consciousness to Contentment
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SALT RIVER was one of the few 
mixed-race areas that escaped the 
claws of the devilish apartheid 
regime. Why? Was it because 
its skilled labour was needed 
by the varied industries that 
grew up within its bounds?

Many factories sprang up and 
flourished there, particularly 
in the clothing industry. Rex 
Trueform, a men’s clothing giant, 
grew in bounds, affording jobs to 
the denizens of Salt River, from 
nearby District Six and far-off 
townships.

My uncle, Abdullah, from 
District Six, worked there for 
fifty years for his long-service 
gold watch. A large brick-
making industry made use of 
its Devil’s Peak mountainside 
clay deposits. Soft-drink Coca-
Cola bottled millions of svelte 
(shapely) bottles of that iconic 
thirst quencher.

Cigare t te  fac tor ies 
manufactured their ‘corked’ or 
‘filter’ Kavalla King cigarettes 
in Salt River. Well, it prospered 
for a while and then, slowly, 
its walls and neighbourhood 
amenities succumbed to neglect 
by the City Council of Cape 
Town and deficient personal 
resources.

But after 1994, ‘New South 
Africa’, Salt River, together 
with other local industries, were 
dealt death blows by uncaring, 
incompetent politicians and 
avaricious entrepreneurs. They 
sold out the jobs of the hard-
working local people who 
depended on the factories of 
Cape Town.

Greater South Africa was 
ravished by the claws of cheap-

labour foreign countries, such as 
China, Taiwan and Bangladesh. 
Its mineral wealth and natural 
resources were and are being 
decimated by giant predatory 
foreign interests. Thousands of 
hard-working families are still 
being dumped into abject poverty 
and hunger.

Years ago, I asked a patient 
who once worked in the collapsed 
clothing industry whether she 
was negatively affected by the 
wholesale destruction of the 
clothing industry in Cape Town. 
Her answer startled me. ‘No,’ 
she said, ‘we are very busy. We 
take off the labels of cheap shirts 
coming from China, and then 
sew on new, more expensive 
‘designer’ labels.’

Like a rising phoenix from 
the flames of despair, Salt River 
is getting a new coat of hope 
and smiles. Graffiti is personal 
scratchings and angry slogans 
on walls. Murals are pictures 
of hope, smiles and visions of a 
better future.

Some months ago, I wrote 
a column on the emergence 
of mural decoration on the 
walls of lower Salt River. 
These were spontaneous, 
cheerful outpourings of artistic 
expressions. It included some 
calligraphy of prayers and artistic 
vision by the Soni family.

It reminded me of my 
involvement in the mural 
painting in Bo-Kaap a decade 
ago, when the world-renowned 
Iranian muralist, Nasser Palangi, 
used my book collection for some 
ideas to paint a lively mural in an 
arcade in upper Wale Street.

He made it a collective affair, 
with local artists giving their 
hands and brushes with fun and 
joy. I erected a plate relating 

to this mural and its artists. 
But, with so many destructive 
elements abounding, the last time 
I visited the mural, the plate was 
gone.

A few weeks ago, ensconced in 
a car ‘COVID-19 bubble’, my son 
drove through the streets of Salt 
River. It was a journey of delight. 
Across the vast expanses of many 
of the industrial buildings of Salt 
River shone the most amazing 
murals I have ever seen in my 
travels near and far. Stunning is 
a better word to describe them.

Often, murals are merely 
figures of politicians or national 
heroes, staid and morose but this 
was something else. The works 
of art ‘moved’, ‘raced’ and, in 
one bird painting, swooped and 
dived. The colours and artworks 
lock the eyes of the viewer like a 
mesmerising trance.

There were many murals, 
each more daring in colour and 
imagination. The figures reflected 
modern design and execution. 
Gone was the dust of the past. 
The Salt River community has 
been gifted with new-found 
emotion.

They have been awakened by 
art and artists of vision, talent 
and merit. The community has 
been blessed by art that should 
and will lead them to awaken to 
new directions, fresh impetus to 
make Salt River a better place 
to live in and demand from 
fossilised city administrations to 
capitalise on this manna from 
heaven.

Tourists should visit this Salt 
River mural magic and spend 
their money to make Salt River 
a better place to live and love 
in. Others should learn this self-
help. The artists are true saints of 
Salt River, Mural Town.

Arts for All

Salt River, Cape Town’s mural capital

An exotic bird swoops in this dramatic Salt River mural.     Photo M C D’ARCY

Contrasting styles of art are evident in these two bird and line drawing murals in 
Salt River.                         Photo M C D’ARCY

This man is surrounded by a field of flowers, heralding springtime in Salt River.
Photo M C D’ARCY

Like a rising phoenix from the flames of despair, 
Salt River is getting a new coat of hope and smiles,
writes DOCTOR M C D’ARCY.
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PROPHET Muhammad 
(SAW) commanded knowledge 
upon all Muslims, and urged 
them to seek it as far as they 
could reach, at all times.

Born and raised in Cape 
Town, 26-year-old, entrepreneur, 
translator, post-graduate student 
and author, Raees Mohammed, is 
among the South African Muslim 
youth who have travelled as 
far as Yemen in pursuit of the 
knowledge of Islam.

Tarim is a historic town 
situated in Wadi Hadhramaut 
(Valley of Hadhramaut) in the 
southern part of the Arabian 
Peninsula, Yemen. It is also home 
to Dar al-Mustafa, a well-known 
educational institute for the study 
of traditional Islamic sciences.

Mohammed, in his book The 
Road to Tarim, published by 
Dar al-Turath al-Islami, describes 
Tarim as ‘a popular destination 
for seekers of knowledge and 
spirituality worldwide. It is 
home to an environment largely 
unparalleled in its preservation 
of the inward and outward 
manifestations of the Islamic 
spiritual tradition’.

Mohammed’s passion for 
acquiring Islamic knowledge 
started at a very young age.

‘I left school at grade five 
because I wanted to learn the 
Quran. I became hafidh and I still 
had a thirst for Islamic knowledge 
that encouraged me to then travel 
to Tarim. When I came back 
to South Africa, my journey of 
knowledge continued and still 
continues as I am currently 
doing an honours degree and, 
hopefully, next year I will be 
pursuing an MBA, if Allah wills,’ 
said Mohammed.

His motivation to write   
which takes readers through 
his journey to Tarim from his 
decision-making struggles, 
spiritual experience, dealing with 
being in a war zone as a student 
and many more was sparked 
by a chance encounter with Jon 

Foster-Pedley, dean and director 
of Henley Business School Africa.

Pedley was the head of 
Executive and Management 
Education at University of Cape 
Town’s Graduate School of 
Business where he designed the 
MBA leadership and executive 
programmes.

Mohammed recalls the 
encounter: ‘I was driving an Uber 
as an extra hustle. One day, I 
picked up Pedley, and he asked 
me to tell him about myself. I told 
him about my journey to Yemen 
and he was really inspired. He 
then gave me a dean’s scholarship 
to study at the business school 
and I thought, if a guy like him 
was inspired, I could inspire more 
people and even the youth.’

Mohammed claims that he 
didn’t only write the book to 
document his journey but also 
to inspire Muslim youth to write 
their stories.

‘I hope the book really inspires 
the youth because it has become 
a norm within the South African 
Muslim community for the elderly 
people to be the ones writing 
books. There is a serious lack 
of young authors in our Muslim 
community, yet the youth have a 
lot of inspirational stories.

‘Hence, among the many 
reasons why I wrote this book 
is to inspire the youth to not be 
scared to document their stories 
and share it, for that is also 
another form of dawah,’ said 
Mohammed.

He expressed that sometimes 
we think we come from difficult 
conditions but when we go to 
other places, we realise that we 
actually are living in ‘jannah on 
earth’ compared to most people, 
and we are unappreciative.

‘Tarim offers little to those 
who seek worldly gains. 
It does not have much of the 
fancy materialistic things we 
are accustomed to; most of the 
people are poor but they are 
filled with joy, contentment and 
ease. Their primary focus in life 
is pleasing Allah and not pleasing 
themselves or the next person,’ 

said Mohammed.
Among the many valuable 

lessons he highlights in the book 
is the value of time for a young 
person.

‘As the Muslim youth, we often 
struggle with time management. 
We ask ourselves how to juggle 
working or studying while 
simultaneously worshipping 
Allah. It was when I was in Tarim 
that I realised that a day is quite 
long enough for me to actually 
get the most of it by doing as 
much as I can and, of course, 
prioritising ibaadah.

‘This principle is good to 
attain from a young age because 
you grow with it and you get 
to do things better. If you put 
effort, indeed Allah rewards you,’ 
expressed Mohammed.

Through the book he also gives 
practical advice on how to learn 
the language of Jannah, Arabic.

‘As Muslims, it is important 
for us to know the Arabic 
because it’s not only the language 
of Jannah but the language of 
the Quran, which is our guide. 
How do you expect to do what 
is written in the guide when you 
do not know what is written in 
the guide?

‘Firstly, teach your children 
Arabic from a very young age. 
Furthermore, I feel that the 
manner in which Arabic is 
taught in South Africa at the 
moment should develop. It is too 
grammatical for people and that 
is why people are not benefitting 
from the language,’ advises 
Mohammed.

He also encourages students to 
do their best and Allah will do the 
rest as they are about to conclude 
their 2021 academic year.

‘If your journey as a student 
is easy then there is a problem. 
Through struggle, you become 
a better and stronger person,’ 
concluded Mohammed.

The Road to Tarim is available 
from the online stores of the 
publishers (https://daralturath.
co.za/publishing-house/) or at 
Timbuktu Bookshop and The 
Lounge on Kromboom.

Writing to inspire youth to tell their stories

Twenty-six-year-old Raees Mohammed, the author of The Road to Tarim, says he 
didn’t just write the book to document his journey but also to inspire youth to 
write their stories.            Photo SUPPLIED

In pursuing his knowledge of Islam, the writer left the hustle and bustle of Cape 
Town for the historic town of Tarim, in Yemen, where he could immerse himself in 
the ‘inward and outward manifestations of the Islamic spiritual tradition’.
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