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Moulood: Reflection towards positive action
ANOTHER Moulood celebrating
the birth of Prophet Muhammad
(SAW) under lockdown signals
a time for serious reflection on
the state of our community, our
country and the world at large.
ANOTHER Moulood celebrating
the birth of Prophet Muhammad
(SAW) under lockdown signals a
time for serious reflection on the
state of our community, our country
and the world at large.
We are also approaching local
elections, when communities can
register their support and/or rejection
of the status quo.
Since these elections are taking
place under the cloud of the COVID
pandemic, it is important that
people make their voices heard while
adhering to the relevant protocols
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of social distancing, masking and
sanitising.
The fact that we are on lockdown
level 1 does not mean that we should
relax our guard. The weather is
becoming warmer and people
are more prone to going out and
socialising, which heightens the risk
of the arrival of a fourth wave.
With the celebration of Moulood,
we are again reminded of the
significance of the personality we
are celebrating: Nabi Muhammad
(SAW) – a mercy to humankind and
the best example to follow.
If we subscribe to these sentiments
then we should reflect this in our
behaviour and act in a manner
that will be to the benefit of all
those around us, locally and
internationally.
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crisis
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FW de Klerk must be charged for apartheid crimes
CASSIEM KHAN

THE Annual Imam Haron
Memorial Lecture this year
shifted its focus towards
apartheid-era crimes with
a call to investigate the
role of F W de Klerk.
Hosted by the Imam Haron
Foundation (IHF), the lecture
was live-streamed on Monday,
September 27, coinciding with
the 52nd commemoration of
the killing in detention of Imam
Abdullah Haron.
The two speakers were
specifically chosen to address the
theme ‘Amnesty, what amnesty?
de Klerk must face the law’,

focusing on the role of the
political decision-makers.
Lukhanyo Calata, representing
the Fort Calata Foundation,
named after his father – one of
the Cradock Four – declared that
F W de Klerk must immediately
be investigated by the Hawks.
De Klerk, the last president
of the apartheid regime, was
present in the National Security
Council meeting where it was
decided that the Cradock Four
had to be permanently removed
from society.
Judge Dumisa Ntsebeza
joined the webinar from Arusha,
Tanzania, where he is serving as
a judge at the African Human
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and Peoples Rights Court. He is a
former Truth and Reconciliation
commissioner.
During his presentation, the
judge delved into the role and
challenges of the TRC and raised
the point that if the masses
demanded an extension of the
TRC, the government would
have found it difficult to reject it.
However, there was no public
outcry at the time.
Judge Ntsebeza was visibly
moved when he spoke about
his relative who was killed by
askaris and the security police.
He also spoke of the 1993
Mthatha raid that was directly
sanctioned by de Klerk, in which

five teenage boys were killed in
their sleep.
The IHF was particularly
satisfied with the wide range of
the audience, with the majority

of participants from outside
Cape Town.
The
webinar
can
be
downloaded from the IHF
website www.imamharon.com

Judge Dumisa Ntsebeza (left) and Lukhanyo Calata were the guest speakers at the
Annual Imam Haron Memorial Lecture hosted by the Imam Haron Foundation, on
Monday, September 27.
Photo ONSCREEN PRESENTATIONS
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Moulood,
thought and
public action
THE period during
which Muslims celebrate
the birth of Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) is
indeed a time of joy.

The celebrations centre around the
personality of the Prophet (SAW),
his example, his modes of living,
how he dealt with people with whom
he agreed and disagreed, and how
he conducted highly complex affairs
of the Muslim state in Madinah.
In the course of reflecting on the
life of the Prophet (SAW), we are
blessed with having at our disposal
many texts that provide us with
insights about the various aspects
of the Prophet’s (SAW) life.
This is a blessing to us all,
as professing Muslims, and
to all humankind. Knowledge
is to be shared, and is the
birthright of all humankind.
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The world, at this
moment, is strikingly defined by
the continued destruction of lives,
families, bonds of togetherness
and the non-ability to be together
as caring communities as a result
of COVID-19. The destruction
caused by COVID-19 can never be
over-stated. At the time of going
to press, official figures indicated
that 4,5 million people had died
globally as a result of COVID-19.
This cannot be patted away with
‘I don’t believe that’. Sadly, we
live in an age in which, more and
more, we are witnessing the bold,
aggressive airing of views that are
based not on any credible facts or
evidence but merely on denial.
This has serious implications for
all of us, in light of COVID-19,
but the effects are wider.
In South Africa, officially the
world’s most unequal country

•

RABI UL AWWAL 1443

and the country with the highest
unemployment rate in the world,
we have a serious set of problems
that have to be thought through in
the most democratic, grassroots
ways if we are to save the country
from the ruin that stares us all in
the face. We have to be completely
aloof not to be able to see the
signs of destruction around us.
How have we come to this point?
In this edition, a writer makes a
key point: people are often able
to understand and state clearly
what is wrong but their solutions in
no way address the problem, and
therefore cannot solve the problem.
In South Africa, one of the key
issues we need to confront is
the steady loss of confidence
in the leadership of the country
since 1994, when we officially
left apartheid behind and moved
into a new democratic era.
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Only the most stubborn of us
(across the nonsensical and
unscientific ‘race’ divide) believe
that life is better for the majority
of our people than before.
Fascists in our midst base their
opinions about this on their
racism. We are not fascists.
Instead, we need to bring
deep, detailed, wide-ranging
thought to openly discussing the
problems we face as a country.
We cannot leave the fate of
the country to a few party
apparatchiks who urge us to
vote to keep their jobs secure.
We all need to work hard in order
to promote the best thinking
that can lead to the best actions
that will secure all our futures.
Moulood, being a time of reflection
on the life and example of the
Prophet (SAW), provides us with
just such an ongoing opportunity.
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Moulood-un-Nabi: not a day but a lifetime

PROFESSOR
NURAAN DAVIDS
MOULOOD-UN-NABI, also
referred to as Eid-e-Miladun-Nabi, or Mawlid an-Nabi
ash-Sharif, is widely accepted
by most Muslims to signify
the birthday of Sayyidina
Muhammad (SAW), in Rabiul-Awwal, the third month
in the Islamic calendar.
To quibble about the specificity
of time and place, and indeed,
whether we should at all be
celebrating this wondrous occasion,
is to lose sight of the very purpose
of Sayyidina Muhammad (SAW)
and his message – much as we do in
our attempts to reduce the miracle
of his life into a singular occasion of
a celebration.

We cannot disagree about
his birth, not only as a physical
creation but also as a metaphysical
manifestation of an entire way of
life.
To speak or write about the
point and purpose of Mouloodun-Nabi, therefore, is to immerse
ourselves in the essential
embodiment of his transcendental
life and message – from a birth
into orphanhood to the position
of Khatam An-Nubuwwa (Seal of
Prophethood): ‘Muhammad is not
the father of any of your men but
(he is) the Messenger of Allah, and
the Seal of the Prophets: And Allah
has full knowledge of all things.’
(Surah al-Ahzaab 33:40)
And clearly, as Muslims – those
who have received the message
– what we should not disagree
about is the immense gratitude
and appreciation due to Sayyidina
Muhammad (SAW): ‘Be grateful
to Allah. And whoever is grateful
is grateful for [the benefit of]
himself. And whoever denies
[His favour] then indeed, Allah is
Free of need and Praiseworthy.’
(Surah Luqmaan 31:12) Gratitude,
as most of us understand, is best
expressed in forms of remembrance
and commemoration.
To celebrate the birth of
Sayyidina Muhammad (SAW) is

not only to do with him (SAW).
It has to do with us, our ability
and willingness to recognise the
blessings bestowed upon us in
being invited into the message of
Islam, and indeed, whether we have
done justice to this message.
As such, when we remind
ourselves of Sayyidina Muhammad
(SAW), we ought to take stock of
ourselves in relation to him (SAW)
and his message.
Hence, we find in Surah
Al-Ghaashiyah (88:21), Sayyidina
Muhammad (SAW) is described
as a mudhakkir: ‘So remind, [O
Muhammad]; you are only a
reminder.’
As human beings, we have
been granted autonomy and
agency by Allah SWT; we cannot
be forced into accepting or living
by the message, ‘Let there be no
compulsion in religion.’ (Surah
Al-Baqarah 2:256)
Sayyidina Muhammad (SAW)
can only remind us – through his
words and actions so that his words
and actions become the practical
embodiment of the message; the
human expression of the Divine
message.
Importantly, in reminding us of
the message of Allah SWT, we
become the reminded, and are
invited into a perpetual state of

remembrance and reflection.
Being in a state of remembrance,
of dhikr, is a sensory process of
a continuous awareness and
attunement to the presence and
glory of Allah SWT: ‘And the men
and the women who remember
Allah much with their hearts and
tongues. Allah has prepared for
them forgiveness and a great reward
(i.e. Jannah).’ (Surah Al-Ahzaab
33:35)
Sayyidina Muhammad (SAW)
is reported to have said, ‘The
similitude of one who remembers
his Lord and one who does not
remember Him, is like that of the
living and the dead.’ (Al-Bukhari
and Muslim)
To me, therefore, the question is
not whether we should or should
not celebrate Moulood-un-Nabi;
the more important question is:
what about him (SAW) are we
celebrating? What exactly do we
understand by his (SAW) Sunnah?
Do we only interpret the Sunnah
as a formalised set of rituals and
forms of worship or do we realise
that the Sunnah constitutes a
cohesive, practical expression of
what it means to be Muslim; that
if we wish to draw closer to Allah
SWT then we can only do so by
living the message of Sayyidina
Muhammad (SAW)?

And that message, far from only
involving legalities and practices of
belief, encapsulates the very essence
of what it means to live a life in
complete surrender to the will of
Allah SWT.
How much, therefore, of what
we do is shaped by posing a very
simple question: what would the
Prophet do? We can only respond
to this question if we actually know
about Sayyidina Muhammad
(SAW).
If we know that he (SAW) was
a patient, honest, sincere, humble,
forgiving, just and generous man
then when faced with scenarios
which require these attributes, we
already have the guiding framework
and example of how to respond.
By following the master template
of Sayyidina Muhammad (SAW),
we have a better chance of not
only avoiding poor actions and
choices but our very emulation of
him becomes a form of praise,
moving us ever closer to Allah’s
SWT rahmah.
Nuraan Davids is Professor:
Philosophy of Education in
the Faculty of Education at
Stellenbosch University.
This is an abridged version of
the article. The complete article
appears on our website:
www.muslimviews.co.za

a
c
d
h
n
a
a
n
t
s
c
&
e
e
t
v
0
i
J
y
n
a
y
u
B

r
i
z
p
e
n
s
i
!
k
0
0
5
R
celebrate

30 summers
of

Ts & Cs apply

See on pack for details

6

Muslim Views . October 2021

The Prophetic spirit of positivity: dealing with
the pain of seclusion, isolation and separation

SHAIKH SA’DULLAH KHAN
AS we enter 1496 lunar years
since the birth of our beloved
Prophet (SAW), the earth
remains gripped in the throes
of a dreadful pandemic.
After 19 months since its advent,
we are all still reeling under turbulent
waves of the worldwide COVID-19
contagion that has, to date, infected
219 million people and cost the lives
of over 4 519 000, worldwide.
The pain of separation and
seclusion due to the pandemic
lockdown and related restrictions
is pervasive. It is a pain that can
be distressing for most, has been
devastating for some and traumatic
for many.

As we endure differing degrees
of isolation and separation, many
experience an intense sense of
helplessness, a fear of being infected,
the pain of losing a dear one and the
inability to visit the sick or console
the bereaved.
Being separated from loved ones
in their most desperate hours of need
increases anxiety, which leads to a
whole range of negative emotions,
such as fear, frustration, desperation,
despair and hopelessness.
Aware of the fact that the Prophet
encouraged us with the words, ‘There
are no omens/ warnings/ trying
situations but the best response to
it is optimism,’ (Sahih Muslim) we
realise that neither seclusion nor
isolation are new phenomena.
These were often experienced
during significant phases in the lives
of prophets and their relatives.
Prophet Yusuf was cast into
the prison by the ruler of Egypt
from which he eventually earned
his freedom; Sayyidah Mariam in
the mihrab (niche of the house of
worship) as a child where she was
spiritually nurtured and later found
solitary relief under a tree while
alone in her pregnancy with Prophet
Isa.

Prophet Yunus was in the depths
of the ocean before he found eventual
relief; the Ashabul Kahf youth
found safety from persecution in
the isolation of a cave; and Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) received the first
revelation while secluded in the Cave
of Hira (peace be upon them all).
Each of them endured the trial of
seclusion, the pain of separation and
the daunting experience of isolation
but all with faith in their hearts,
trust in the Divine and hope in
their minds. They imbibed what the
Quran exhorts: ‘Never lose hope
in the spirit of relief from Allah.’
(12:87)
We note that the human potential
for hope is an essential antidote to
despair; it is the thoughts that you
keep in your mind and attitude in
your heart that anticipate a positive,
pleasant, rewarding, relieving
outcome that you desire.
Positivity is exemplified in the
hopeful efforts of an exhausted
Sayyidah Haajar as she ran alone
between the hills of Safa and Marwa
in search of water to quench the
thirst of her darling son Isma’il; it is
demonstrated in the dependence on
the Almighty of little Yusuf as he was
dropped into the lonesome darkness

of a well.
It is illustrated in the patience of a
young Ibrahim as he was singularly
flung into the fire; it is typified in
the separation of baby Musa from
his dear mother as she cast him in
a basket onto a river in hope of
his safety; it is epitomized in the
persevering spirit of Isa as political
and religious authorities of the day
connived to crucify him.
Our beloved Prophet (SAW)
endured numerous trials of loneliness
in various stages of his illustrious
life: the loss of his father before
his birth, the loss of his mother in
his childhood, periods of solitary
contemplation in the Cave of Hira
before revelation, the ostracisation
by his people when he introduced
his mission, the three-year boycott
by the Makkans that led to isolation
at Shi’b Abu Talib, the attempted
assassination during his last days in
Makkah and finding cover in the
Cave of Thawr during his migration
to Madinah.
The positive spirit of hope and
tawakkul (optimistic reliance on relief
from the Divine) accompanied each
of these models of excellence during
their trying periods of separation
and isolation. May Allah’s peace and

blessings be upon them all.
Being positive about life ahead
is among life’s greatest motivators;
and hope is the best attitude towards
the future; that realistic expectation
that, Insha Allah, something good
or better could or will happen if
we faithfully and positively continue
doing the best we can.
It is by the will of Allah and their
positive spirit that Sayyidah Haajar
did eventually find water through
Zamzam, Prophet Yusuf was saved
from the well, Nabi Ibrahim was
protected from the fire, Nabi Musa
eventually found safety, Nabi Isa
was not crucified and Prophet
Muhammad found a safe passage
way to Madinah; peace be upon
them.
Prophet Muhammad (SAW)
recommended: ‘When anyone of you
calls upon Allah, always hope for the
best.’ (Ibn Habban)
If there is faith in the heart, with
the elements of optimism and a
positive spirit through periods of
isolation then, perchance, the rays
of hope could lighten the burden of
separation and loneliness.
Shaikh Sa’dullah Khan is the
CEO of Islamia College, Cape
Town.
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Turn to the Quran and Sunnah to address the country’s crisis
NONTOBEKO AISHA
MKHWANAZI
‘THE impact of the lootings and
racial tensions in Durban are an
opportunity for every Muslim
to engage in dawah. While
the entire country is searching
for solutions to these crucial
issues, Islam has long provided
practical solutions that ensure a
harmonious life for all,’ asserts
Moulana Dawood Fikrah, the
founder of Moulana Dawood
Fikrah Foundation (MDFF).
Many South Africans, including
migrants, have lost their livelihoods
as a result of the acts of violence
and looting that the country recently
witnessed due to the ongoing increase
in the rate of poverty, unemployment
and inequality.
These occurrences in Gauteng
and KwaZulu-Natal also saw
opportunists who were not influenced
by the urgent need to satiate their
hunger participate in these hideous
criminal activities.
Currently, businesses have been
destroyed, people are struggling to
get daily essentials, and the economy
has been crippled.
Moulana Fikrah, who runs an
organisation that seeks to alleviate
poverty and helps communities
find ways to improve their lives
through long-lasting solutions for
everyday issues they encounter, says

that Muslims have a huge role to
play in ending these issues because
they are fortunate to have knowledge
regarding the teachings of Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) and the Holy
Quran.
‘I established MDFF because I
saw a need for me to contribute
effectively towards the end
of injustices that exist in society
because I am a Muslim, meaning
that through the Quran and Sunnah
I am able to deduce solutions that
benefit not only Muslims but the
entire society. These solutions do not
become outdated but they provide
tranquility and a non-violent society
when implemented,’ claims Moulana
Fikrah.
He feels that the solutions to the
current issues South Africans are
facing were mentioned by Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) during his last
sermon. ‘It is, therefore, the duty of
all Muslims to communicate these
solutions to not only fellow South
Africans but to the world at large,’
advises Fikrah.
South Africa is the most unequal
country in the world, which is
among the many reasons behind the
lootings. According to the World
Bank, the richest 20 per cent control
70 per cent of the country’s assets
and resources, and the wealthiest
10 per cent own more than half the
national income.
The inequality gap has further

widened as a result of the COVID19 pandemic as more and more
South Africans have fallen below the
poverty line. This highlights just how
severe the issue of inequality is in this
country.
‘Islam teaches mankind that Allah
grants them wealth so they can
assist those who are needy. Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) emphasised the
importance of giving one’s wealth
in zakaah. This does not only serve
as helping the poor but it alleviates
poverty and bridges the inequality
gap,’ states Fikrah.
The looting claimed more than
300 lives. This is unfortunate
because some of the deceased were
breadwinners, thus further increasing
the level of poverty.
‘Prophet Muhammad (SAW) also
said that it is important to remember
that, one day, everyone will appear
before Allah and answer for their
deeds. So, everyone should always
be aware of this and not stray away
from the path of righteousness,’ says
Fikrah.
The looting also sparked racial
tensions in Phoenix, which resulted
in the loss of lives. Moulana Fikrah
claims that Islam is opposed to
racism. He also says that the Quran
teaches us that everyone is equal and
that no race can claim to be superior
to another.
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) in
his last sermon said: All mankind is

Moulana Dawud Fikrah says Muslims have an important role to play in
confronting societal challenges because the Quran and Sunnah offer solutions to
all issues.
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from Adam and Eve, an Arab has no
superiority over a non-Arab nor a
non-Arab has any superiority over an
Arab; also a white has no superiority
over black nor does a black have
any superiority over white except by
piety (taqwa) and good action.
Fikrah added that Allah did not
just do South Africans a favour
but showed mercy and absolute
kindness to humanity by sending the
final Messenger with the guideline
(Quran) for all issues we encounter.
‘The Nabi (SAW) also emphasised
this by stating that he (SAW) has left
mankind behind with two things,
the Quran and Sunnah, and if we
follow these we will never go astray,’
advises Moulana Fikrah.

He also highlighted that it is
important that Muslims not only
assist with the shortage of food,
medical supplies or daily essentials
but should also take a moment and
share the precious gift of Islam. He
noted that Prophet Muhammad
(SAW) emphasised that Muslims
must pass on his (SAW) teachings
to others.
‘Prophet Muhammad (SAW) said
that those who have been taught
about his teachings must continue
sharing the knowledge, and he also
wished that the last ones who receive
the knowledge to understand his
words better than those who listened
to him directly,’ concluded Moulana
Fikrah.
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Reading Be careful with Muhammad thirty years later
NABIL YASIEN MOHAMED

THIRTY years since its initial
publication, Shabbir Akhtar’s
second edition (with an extensive
additional preface) of Be Careful
with Muhammad is as relevant
as ever, if not more so.
Salman
Rushdie’s
novel,
Satanic Verses, published in 1988
opened the floodgates to mocking
Muhammad (SAW), with the
subsequent release of the Danish
cartoons in 2005 and the Charlie
Hebdo caricatures of Muhammad
(SAW) in 2015.
Akhtar’s classic remains the
most authoritative and persuasive
critique of Rushdie’s literary
terrorism, Satanic Verses. He
argues against the absolutism of
free speech and the necessity for
responsible speech.
In a lucid manner, Akhtar’s
book comprehensively surveys
and comments on the events
which followed the publication
of Satanic Verses – from the
Muslim protests, the book
burning in Bradford, the Liberal
inquisition on Muslim sentiment,
to Khomeini’s infamous fatwa to
assassinate Salman Rushdie.
Why is the slander and
vilification of Muhammad (SAW)
such a sensitive and injurious
matter to Muslims? Akhtar
pertinently addresses this question

in the opening chapter. He states
that, unlike the imitation of Christ,
the imitation of Muhammad
(SAW) is a religious obligation
upon all Muslims.
Muhammad (SAW) represents
the moral ideal upon which
Muslims pattern their daily
lives. To Muslims, he is ‘not
dead’ but ideologically alive. His
model of righteousness is closely
followed with utmost fervour and
enthusiasm. Thus, ‘any attack
on this holy pattern is already
an attack on a Muslim’s own
professed ideals,’ says Akhtar.
This amounts to an injury more
significant than a racial slur or
libel, it is an attack on the moral
exemplar for almost a quarter
of the human race. Akhtar notes
that, for Muslims, Islam is part
of their identity, much like race
and gender, an assault on it is an
assault on an inescapable part of
one’s being.
Contenders against Rushdie
are often criticised for not having
actually read Satanic Verses. In
an objective manner, Akhtar does
a thorough evaluation of the
book, on its literary merit and
contentious remarks.
He states that the book is not
just a work of fiction but its
striking resemblance to actual
events is a calculated attempt to
recast Islamic history in a negative

light and assassinate the character
of Muhammad (SAW).
Akhtar clearly shows that
any authentic Muslim, or even
nominal, will rightfully be enraged
by Rushdie’s malicious mockery
and vicious slander of Muhammad
(SAW). Akhtar is in no way averse
to debate and legitimate historical
criticism but draws the line at
‘scurrilous imaginative writing’.
In a balanced manner, Akhtar
defends the principle of free
speech but deems it immoral to, in
its name, wage malevolent attacks
on a religious tradition. He states
that in mature liberal democracies,
writers should indeed condemn
evil and injustice without the
fear of offending, however, they
should not tolerate works that
ridicule and demean established
religious traditions.
Akhtar states that the tension
is not between freedom of speech
versus censorship but disciplined
criticism versus Western licence
to ridicule and slander. He also
notes that freedom of speech is
not absolute; laws against racial
hatred, gender discrimination,
libel, blasphemy (as in Britain),
obscenity and sedition do exist.
He thus advocates for state
legislation to prohibit material
such as Satanic Verses to protect
religious minorities and maintain
social harmony. Thus, such laws

will not protect the beliefs per se
but ‘they protect the people who
hold these beliefs against offence’.
What gave the Rushdie affair
its momentum? Besides its actual
hype (from the book burning to
Khomeini’s fatwa), Akhtar alludes
to a psychic clash of civilisations
between Islam and the West;
a perpetual tension that exists
since the days of the Crusades; a
Western animus against Islamic
civilisation deeply embedded in its
historical memory.
Islam has always been
an intellectual and political
contender of the West, incessantly
fringing on its borders. But now
a contemporary fear exists of an
ever-increasing Muslim presence
in the heart of Europe.
Akhtar
states
that
the
expectation for Muslims to
swallow and tolerate Rushdie’s
literary terrorism is
not just a campaign
of free-speech but
cultural imperialism.
It is the West that
chooses the moral
fashion, we dare
not
express
our
independence
for
literary taste, no
matter how distasteful
it may be.
Our rejection of
this very sentiment

fuels the affair, and enrages the
West. Akhtar remarks that it is
this ideological battle that is the
primary reason for the continuous
defence to circulate a ‘relatively
inferior piece of literature’.
Shabbir Akhtar’s book is
original, persuasive and timely.
More than thirty years after the
Rushdie affair, Islamophobia is
more rampant than ever.
Akhtar’s book remains relevant
to the debate on censorship and
free speech, and without a doubt
the best critique against Satanic
Verses and Salman Rushdie’s
campaign against Islam. It is
essential reading deserving a place
on everyone’s shelf.
Be careful with Muhammad
is published by Bijak/ Sequoia,
Jakart/ Leicester, and available
on Amazon for 12,99 GBP, plus
shipping.
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Racism a major issue within the Muslim community
NONTOBEKO AISHA
MKHWANAZI
THE leader of the Muslim
community in Soweto noted
with deep concern that racism
exists in South Africa, and
that the Muslim community
is not immune to the elements
of this inhumane act of
discrimination based on race.
‘Black people did not bring racism
upon themselves but we allowed the
situation that exposes us to racism for
far too long. As South African Black
Muslims, we have not charted our
own path. This has led to dependency
on other races, and this keeps on
exposing us to racism.
‘But this does not mean we deserve
racism and this should never be a
means to justify it, whether within
or outside the South African Muslim
community,’ asserts Shaikh Thulani
Zayd Langa, the ameer (president)
of the Soweto Muslim Shura Council
(SMSC) and one of the leaders of the
South African Muslim Conference
(SABMC).
‘Many international Muslim
scholars who have visited our country
have also made this observation. This
includes Moulana Abdul Siddique,
way back in 1952, and Mirza Yawar
Baig who recently also made this
observation.
‘Despite that this is also the daily
reality of most Black Muslims. And

when I say this, I am not saying I
am painting every Muslim with the
same brush but what I am saying is
that racism exists and it is among
the major issues that we have within
the Muslim community,’ says Shaikh
Langa.
He also noted that this is a result of
numerous issues that have pre-existed
in society. ‘The existence of racism
within the Muslim community can be
attributed to numerous factors, such
as the issue of tribalism and class
in which some Indian Muslims have
extended their superiority complex to
Black Muslims.
‘Another factor which also
profoundly contributed to our
current situation is the legacy of
apartheid. During our dark past,
Black people were disadvantaged,
dispossessed of their land, excluded
from the economic activities of the
country and were the last in the
food chain, and this led to Black
people becoming the definition of
poverty and then regarded inferior
by racists even today.’ He highlights
that the continuous effort of some
Black ulama to bring about unity
within the South African Muslim
community often goes in vain because
some ulama, particularly from the
‘Indian’ Muslim community, refuse to
form brotherhood because they want
a ‘master and servant’ relationship
(with Black Muslims being the
servants).

‘I once raised this issue in one of
the meetings that was organised by
the House of Ummah organisation,
in Durban, questioning why is it that
whenever Black Muslims are trying to
register their concerns about how they
are treated in the Muslim community,
we get a material remedial action
response, which we refer to as a
‘goodie bag Islam’. This seems to
create an unintended impression that
we as the Black Muslim community
have nothing else to offer except for
our ‘revert stories’ and that we have
no other needs besides food hampers.
‘Throughout
history,
there
have also been great initiatives in
different corners of South Africa,
where individuals strived tirelessly to
forge brotherhood which promotes
Muslims to view each other as
brothers and sisters in Islam and not
through the lens of race, such as one
of the early Black Muslim we call Bab
Goolam Watse, who was addressing
Muslims in Lenasia and complaining
about racism among Muslim in the
late 1600s, Imam Lobi in Langa
township and many more but with all
of that it seems as though it was all in
vain,’ lamented Shaikh Langa.
Shaikh Langa claims that if
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) were
among us today he would not be
pleased with the current situation.
‘Prophet Muhammad (SAW) would
not even be able to serve as a
committee member in some masjids.

‘For example, the Queen Street
Mosque in both Durban and Pretoria
and many other masjids across the
country where there is a constitution
which only prescribes ‘Indian’ tribes
which can serve on their board.
‘The Nabi (SAW) would not serve
on the board of those masjids because
he (SAW) did not belong to any of
the tribes. So, he would definitely
not be happy because these are not
his teachings but these are traits of
the people of the jahilliyah (the preIslamic age of ignorance).’
He also believes that it is high time
that the Black South African Muslim
community became financially
independent just like the Senegalese
or Somali Muslim communities.
‘I believe that racism is something
we can’t fight because it’s within an
individual. What we need to do as
Black Muslims is to start developing
ourselves because we have been
heavily dependent on funding which
comes from other racial groups to
survive, and this has put us in a
position where we are seen as less of
people.
‘This dependency syndrome
is borne out of the fact that we
are unable to take care of our
religious needs, such as building of
prayer facilities, paying our imams,
madrasah teachers, establishing
educational institutions to impart
knowledge (Islam and secular).
‘We need to charter our own path

Shaikh Thulani Zayd Langa, the Ameer
(president) of the Soweto Muslim
Shura Council (SMSC), believes it’s
time for change within the South
African Muslim community.
Photo SUPPLIED

which is underpinned by hard work,
love for the community, loyalty, selfdetermination and many more, so
that when other people are racist we
won’t care because that will be their
own problem. Now we see them as
racist because we want to go there
and ask for zakaah,’ advised Shaikh
Langa. He added that Muslims
should go back to basics and proper
brotherhood needs to be created.
‘Change how you view black
people and see them as worthy human
beings. Create brotherhood, meaning
that you must be able to visit me in a
squatter camp and eat pap and vleis
with me.
‘Inter-marriages
should
be
encouraged, and when a Black person
wishes to marry a person of any
race, they should not be denied on
the basis of their colour because it
gives an impression that they are bad.
Every race has good and bad people
but no race has all bad people,’
concluded Shaikh Langa.
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Al Jama-ah introduces Private Members Bill on Muslim marriages
AYESHA ALLIEPATEL & PROFESSOR
MUHAMMED HARON
ON September 15, 2021, one
of SABC’s Special Assignment
programmes, produced by
Busisiwe Ntuli, focused on the
second part of the institution
of the Muslim marriage.
This previously aired programme
reflected on the myriad of challenges
that Muslim women encountered and
continue to face in the absence of the
recognition of Muslim personal law
(MPL).
Along with two Johannesburg-based
Muslim women, who were interviewed
regarding their respective marital
matters, the programme conducted
brief interviews with the Women’s
Legal Centre’s director, Seehaam
Samaai, Jamiat Ulama South Africa’s
secretary general, Moulana Ebrahim
Bham, Radio Islam’s Moulana Habib
Bobat, Muslim Lawyers Association
member F Ismail, and Islamic Help
Care Centre’s Masood Haffejee.
While each of these individuals
provided dimensions of the Muslim
marriage institution, the two women
shared their frank thoughts regarding
their respective encounters with their
spouses.
As one listened to the plight of
the two women who shared their sad
stories and how they have been treated
within their respective households,

many questions came to mind regarding
the rights of Muslim women and the
status of the Muslim marriage within
the South African secular setting.
One burning question that remained
uppermost was: why has the Muslim
marriage institution not been granted
its rightful recognition soon after South
Africa became a democracy in 1994?
Since 1987, Muslim groups made
efforts with the hope that the apartheid
regime would recognise the Muslim
marriage institution, all unsuccessful.
Soon after South Africa became a
democracy, Muslim organisations made
fresh efforts and these were supported
by, among others, the (late) minister of
justice, Advocate Abdullah Omar.
In Omar’s capacity as a key
minister, he proposed a minimalist
bill; unfortunately, most of the Muslim
groups reflected diverse opinions of the
process and despite having drafted a
bill by 2003, they could not advance
the process.
Though a few legal cases
managed to bring a glimmer of hope
considering positive judgements, the
Muslim marriage institution remained
unrecognised until December 2020.
During this period and about three
years ago, parliament mooted the idea
that members of parliament (MPs)
may propose a Private Members Bill
(PMB); one that would add value to the
legal-cum-juristic environment of South
African society.
In light of this, Al Jama-ah’s MP,

Ganief Hendricks, who was aware of
the difficulties in having the Muslim
Marriage Bill (MMB) legislated, put
forward a minimalistic PMB (aka
MMB 2021) that was akin to a legal
document that the late Minister Omar
had proposed.
Hendricks, came up with this
proposal knowing the MPL matters
have not been granted – despite various
efforts over more than two decades
and the Concourt’s pending judgement
during late 2021 – any formal legal
approval by South Africa’s democratic
legal system.
He did so with the hope that it would
bring relief to scores of Muslim women
because of the problems that they
encounter and continue to experience
in their marriage relationships.
Considering their difficulties and the
long legal process to have the issue
surrounding MMB resolved, Hendricks
initiated the process by using the
platform parliament granted MPs.
He was thus allocated two legislative
advocates who assisted him, and they
edited the executive summary that
Hendricks presented. The MMB
2021 was drafted in accordance with
parliament’s rules relating to proposed
new bills.
Over several weeks, the designated
advocates engaged with Hendricks to
ensure that the proposed MMB has
constitutional muster. As we share this
piece, they are still occupied with this
certification process so that it could be

completed by October 4, 2021.
Meanwhile, Hendricks followed the
necessary protocols after having handed
it to the speaker; the latter paid for the
summary and will take the steps to see
that it appears in a forthcoming issue of
the Government Gazette.
Now the procedures are as follow:
the proposed bill will be sent to the
Department of Home Affairs’ Portfolio
Committee on which Hendricks also
serves as a member. As soon as it serves
on its agenda, it will ask the secretary
of parliament to publish this final
bill. This is done so that it can solicit
comments from various stakeholders
and this public participation should
be completed within 30 days of its
publication.
Thereafter, the portfolio committee
will get a report and will eventually vote
on the bill. This process is undertaken
clause by clause; and, based on this,
it may make further changes. As it
approaches the ultimate lap, it is then
taken to parliament where it waits for
formal declarations and a final vote.
Mrs Veli Luthuli, a key Al Jamaah party member, spoke at the 2021
Women’s Parliament where she
informed them that a Nikah Bill (that
is, MMB) was drafted to restore the
Muslim women’s dignity. She suggested
that the recognition of the bill would
have implications for, among others,
the inheritance and death certification
processes.
At a special meeting between Al

Al Jama-ah leader and MP, Ganief
Hendricks, has introduced a Private
Members Bill on Muslim Marriages to
parliament.
Photo PARLIAMENT.GOV.ZA

Jama-ah members and Home Affairs
officials, the proposed minimalist bill
seems to be in sync with the ideas that
Home Affairs officials considered.
Amongst the matters agreed upon
was that the death certificates of those
individuals who were married according
to Muslim rites, should not have ‘never
married’ written next to their marital
status, as has been the practice; the
phrase’s removal will indeed return
their dignity.
The two groups also agreed to take
all negotiated matters to the minister of
home affairs for further deliberation. By
and large, the meeting between the Al
Jama-ah delegation and Home Affairs
officials was constructive; now we all
look ahead and await the outcome of
the parliamentary process.
Ayesha Allie-Patel and Professor
Muhammed Haron are Al Jama-ah
staff writers.
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30 years of restoring
hope and dignity
NONTOBEKO AISHA
MKHWANAZI
‘I WOULD never choose to
be anywhere else, therefore,
the celebration of the 30th
anniversary of Vision Child and
Youth Care Centre for me is
not just the celebration of the
existence of my loving home
but it’s a celebration of the
continuous love, care, guidance
and hope that has been shared
with children like me since its
inception,’ Said Goawa Francisco,
who has been a Vision resident
for the past nine years.
Francisco said this during
Vision’s anniversary celebration
event held at the Eagle Hall, in
Athlone, on September 19, 2021.
Guests from different parts
of Cape Town graced the event,
and listeners of different radio
stations tuned in as the event
was broadcast live on different
platforms. Renowned motivational
speaker and the event’s programme
director, Taj Akleker, said that this
auspicious milestone for Vision was
historical and therefore needed the
public to support, encourage and
also celebrate with them.
‘Much can be said and written

about this outstanding institution
because of its illustrious history,
based not only on the restitution of
hope but also on the restoration of
the dignity of young people,’ said
Akleker.
Naeema Jacobs, who was
Vision’s first resident and currently
the deputy managing director,
said that while Allah has granted
humankind the gift of life, it is
important to embrace and cherish
the inspiration to be selfless.
‘I was fortunate enough to
witness the birth of the centre,
which has been a home for many,
including myself. For years, we have
been taught by the founder, who
is also the house father, Sadique
Jacobs, that anything in life is not
just about you but it is also about
those around you. And he would
often say: be selfless and not selfish,’
noted Naeema.
Just as the pandemic had a severe
impact worldwide, Vision was no
exception. Naeema said that, at
first, they struggled to assist the
children to adjust to lockdown but
could take the time to know the
children better and also managed to
turn their fears into excitement by
playing games.
‘As days went by and President

The Vision Child and Youth Care Centre team during the 30th anniversary celebration, in Athlone. The founder and
housefather, Sadique Jacobs, is seated on the right. 					
Photo MA MEDIA

Cyril Ramaphosa extended the
lockdown, anxiety kicked in and
some of the children got depressed
but we were all able to survive that
phase, then COVID-19 hit us and
everyone was sick, including the
children and the staff.
‘And all I ever thought about
was what will happen to the kids
and who is going to help them, only
to find out that four of our house
residents decided to step up and
take care of everyone, including the
house parents.
‘These four children made sure
everyone received their medication
on time and they would prepare
meals with our dearest neighbour,
Zorina Khan, for which I am
eternally grateful […] I also heard
that community members would
drop food and medication, and as
Vision we thank everyone who was
with us through our toughest time,’
said Naeema.
When everyone had recovered,

Jacobs expressed his gratitude to the
four children. Francisco responded
saying it was an honour to take care
of him and his wife because for 30
years they have been taking care of
others and it was her opportunity to
do what they are doing for others.
‘This brought me to tears because
it was then that I realised that despite
the challenges that we are facing, we
are blessed by the Almighty with
true brotherhood, unity, happiness
and health,’ acknowledged Naeema.
She added that Vision would not
be able to offer the selfless service
of protection and love if it weren’t
for the community’s support and
generous donors.
‘It has been three decades of trials
and tribulations and yet Vision is
stronger than before due to your
assistance and for this I thank
you from the depth of my heart,’
acknowledged Naeema.
Adburaghmaan
Stegatsy,
another resident, made duah, ‘May

Allah grant our father, Sadique,
who recently turned 73, a long
life so that others may also benefit
from his knowledge.’ The children
rendered an inspiring dhikr as a
means of thanking Allah for the
role Vision has played in their lives.
Individuals and institutions have
also wished Vision a happy 30th
anniversary.
The Western Cape Department of
Social Development congratulated
Vision on their anniversary and
thanked the institution for being
a leader in the child and youth
care sector in Western Cape and
being a valued partner during a
time when children are experiencing
unprecedented levels of vulnerability
in South Africa and the world.
Africa Muslims Agency expressed
gratitude for Vision’s service and
beseeched Allah to reward Vision’s
excellent work and allow them to
continue bringing joy and hope to
children for many years.
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To nominate is an act of kindness
FATIMA ALLIE
AS we enter the birth month of
our beloved Prophet Muhammad
(SAW), we are more appreciative
of the noble qualities of this
best example to humankind. We
aspire to become better believers,
more caring parents, devoted
children, trustworthy friends
and compassionate spouses.
As a child growing up, the
month of Rabi-ul-Awwal meant
Moulood celebrations with the
ladies Moulood jamaahs from
Worcester,
Wellington
and
Malmesbury. I remember those
Saturday afternoons when each
jamaah donned a specific coloured
outfit with matching scarves.
I can still hear their melodious

Shanaaz Parker, founder of Hajj: The
Timeless Journey.
Photo SUPPLIED

salutations to Prophet Muhammad
(SAW). Coupled to the Moulood
celebration is my favourite
childhood tradition, namely
‘rampies sny’. It was the best
time to wear my flower girl dress
and, together with my cousins,
we would add various elixirs and
rose water to finely cut orange or
lemon tree leaves.
The infused aromatic leaves
would be wrapped in small
crepe pockets and handed out
as ‘rampies’ (potpourri) during
the Moulood celebrations. Just
smelling the rampies today,
conjures up all these memories in
an instant.
The last sermon of our
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) took
place during his farewell Hajj.
This message is filled with life
lessons and is of benefit to all of
humankind. Hajj is the fifth pillar
of Islam and for many, due to
financial constraints, Hajj seems
unreachable.
Shanaaz
Parker,
an
entrepreneur, wanted to make a
difference in the lives of those
who yearned to perform their
‘unreachable’ fard Hajj. She
constantly reminded me that our
attitude determines whether our
projects are successful or not.
Her concept, Hajj: The Timeless
Journey, sent ten hujaaj on their
fard Hajj.

NOMINATE

This came to fruition when she
placed all her teaching, cooking
experiences and life skills into one
hat and partnered with Ramadaan
Kareem, Muslim Views and
various other sponsors and donors
on a project in 2006 called Hajj:
The Timeless Journey. This now
falls under the auspices of The
Shanaaz Parker Legacy Projects.
Shanaaz returned to Allah
in 2020 and, through her living
legacy, her daughter, Rehana
Parker Sayed, is now leading this
project to send deserving hujaaj
on their fard Hajj in 2022/ 23/ 24.
This is to be realised through
the sales of the recipe books
Fusion, Indulge, Innovativ’ and
the eight books of the Indulge
Recipe Collection. Muslim Views
and Radio 786 are proud partners
in this project.
The following stores are
participating retailers: Spar Stores
(Kromboom, Ottery, Grassy
Park, Groote Schuur, Kensington,
Strandfontein); Big Boy Crockery
(Lansdowne); Sawants Creations
(Rylands) and Chikro (Grassy
Park and Parow).
A pack of four books costs
R99. Thus far, R190 000 has

.
mg.co.za/greening-the-future

Supported by

been raised. You may also contact
Rehana Parker Sayed on 083 4444
342 to purchase the set of recipe
books.
In the next few weeks, we
will be launching Phase 2 of the
Hajj campaign, which entails the
following: purchase the Shanaaz
Parker Flavour’s Book and receive
a free Indulge Collection Book
and a conversion chart (terms and
conditions apply).
Nominating a family member,
friend, colleague or acquaintance
for Hajj is an act of kindness.
Take a few minutes and become
part of this community outreach
initiative, which can be supported
by purchasing a set of four Indulge
Recipe Collection books at R99
or by nominating a deserving
community member to perform
their fard Hajj.
These are the nomination
criteria: 60 years and older; has
not performed Hajj before; has
made niyyah to perform Hajj;
has applied for Hajj accreditation
through Sahuc; has the COVID19 vaccine; is financially not able
to afford the cost of the Hajj.
Email
nominations
to
hajjthetimelessjourney@gmail.

com Follow us on Instagram: @
shanaazparkerlegacyproject and
Facebook: Shanaaz Parker Legacy
Project
Radio 786 has kindly designed
an application form on their
website www.radio786.co.za.
Click on the ‘Hajj: The Timeless
Journey’ icon and follow the
prompts. Your motivation should
be no more than 300 words.
It was the late Shanaaz Parker’s
niyyah to send hujaaj away in
2022, however, if we are only able
to send our hujaaj away in 2023
or in 2024 then we will abide by
the guidelines. The selection panel
of Hajj: The Timeless Journey
places its trust in Allah, for Allah
knows best.
Let us, during this beautiful
birth
month
of
Prophet
Muhammed (SAW), work on our
kindness, compassion, empathy
and understanding towards
uplifting our community.
Spread joy and happiness.
Nominate someone and this act
of kindness will change their lives
and the lives of their families
and our community. Together,
you and I form part of Hajj: The
Timeless Journey.

Nominate
an individual,
organisation or
project worthy
of recognition
against climate
change.
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Vaccinated or not? The oncoming mosque storm
DR FARID ESACK

WHILE Muslims often make
very eager combatants in local
religious battles, there are few
things that we value as much
as the idea of unity (note, only
the idea of unity). Nothing
pains us as much as disunity.
The battle around whether
COVID is a reality and ‘to mask or
not to mask’ has now moved on to
the debate around ‘to vaccinate or not
to vaccinate’.
This debate has been raging with
various levels of intensity in our
community and families for a while.
It is now reaching the level of the
early years of the ‘to celebrate Eid
with the sighting of the moon or with
Makkah’.
The family tensions around when
to celebrate Eid – however painful
at that time – was a twice a year
bit of drama. Its wounds could
heal during the year until they got
re-opened towards the end of the
next Ramadaan. After more than
thirty years of ‘two labarangs’, we
have developed some form of herd
immunity against anger at families
who do not celebrate on the same
day as we do. However, the loss of
the joy of a common community day
of celebration is still felt on every Eid
day.
With mosque committees now
taking decisions on making COVID

vaccination compulsory, I fear for the
shortage of wisdom in our community
in how to deal with the spill over of
such a decision.
We – particularly the intellectual
class – wrongly imagine that people
are persuaded by arguments alone
or that people who do not go along
with our logic are bereft of any
sensibility. At the same time, we can
acknowledge that countless of our
own daily decisions and beliefs have
no roots in rationality.
About 15 years ago, I conducted a
study among about 25 of Pakistan’s
most senior-most religious leaders,
trying to assess their knowledge
of HIV and AIDS. The research
consisted of both questionnaires and
interviews.
When asked what they thought
were the most significant causes
of HIV in Pakistan (in order of
significance) 20 correctly replied
‘sharing drug needles’. This is indeed
the case in most Muslim societies.
When the same group of ulama
was asked, much later in the interview,
‘What were the most important steps
that needed to be taken to prevent
HIV and AIDS?’ 23 responded by
saying that something had to be
done about pornography, sex outside
marriage and nudity on TV. There
was clearly no connection between
their knowledge of the causes of HIV
and the practical steps to end it.
The challenge for those who wanted

to promote a scientific approach to
the eradication of the disease – people
like me – is to recognise and address
the larger moral and ethical social
horizons of those who do not respond
scientifically to our concerns.
This is no small task, and it
certainly cannot be accomplished in
a single or even multiple arguments
at the occasional family gathering; let
alone on a sound-byte on Twitter or
a Facebook post.
In the case of COVID, some
may argue that it is not primarily
a question of other people needing
to vaccinate. Rather, it is about
protecting ourselves from the virus
that they may be carrying. However,
if we are vaccinated then, according to
our argument, we should be protected
against seriously getting COVID
(although we may still transmit it to
others). At the same time, there is a
sense of frightening urgency about
this as our hospitals get inundated
with COVID cases. The evidence is
indisputable that more than 90 per
cent of the cases that they are now
dealing with are those who are not
vaccinated.
My heart goes out to health staff,
trained to be compassionate, who
must deal with a serious ‘gatvol’
factor. I have no sympathy for the
cheerleaders against vaccination.
I, with some humility, offer the
following words to the community.
We need to ask ourselves, ‘Do we

The writer points out that there is evidence that those who are not vaccinated
currently form 90 per cent of the COVID cases hospitals are dealing with. This, he
points out, puts severe pressure on health workers..
Photo SUTTERSTOCK

want to clobber people who disagree
with us or do we want to transform
people while doing everything we can
to remain safe?’
Many people have fears about the
COVID vaccination. These fears have
no scientific basis but are real.
We risk reducing our perception
of and our relationship to others
entirely to the new labels of ‘provaxxer’, ‘non-vaxxer’, and ‘antivaxxer’. There is much more to all of
us than our position on vaccinations.
We remain people who bleed when
we are pricked, laugh when we are
happy, sad when we are hurting on
the inside, loving and often annoying.
In brief, we are complex.
Can we hold on to the sacredness
of others and not box them entirely
into a single label – regardless of how
strongly we feel about our position?
In the Quran, Nabi Musa (AS)
was instructed to go and challenge
Fir’oun yet he was told by Allah to

speak to Fir’oun gently. None of us
– no matter where we stand in this
vaccination debate – are better than
Musa (AS) and none of us is worse
than Fir’oun. Can we please go gently
with each other?
One last thought: if anyone,
probably a male, ends up being denied
access to a mosque because he is not
vaccinated, can we spare a thought
for the many Muslim women who
are routinely denied entry at most
mosques in the country; alternatively,
when they are found in one, are being
stared at as if they are two-horned
devils?
Dr Farid Esack is a senior
researcher at the Johannesburg
Institute of Advanced Studies,
University of Johannesburg.
For Professor Aslam Fataar’s
view on the topic, visit: https://
muslimviews.co.za/2021/09/21/
should-the-unvaccinated-be-deniedentry-to-mosques/
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Dedicated teacher strives to establish a smart library in Bonteheuwel
NONTOBEKO AISHA
MKHWANAZI
THE first word that descended
on Prophet Muhammad (SAW)
was ‘iqra’, meaning ‘read’,
opening the door to read,
write and ponder. And what
better way to inculcate this
principle than to advance the
means to attain knowledge.
This is among the many things
that inspired Adnaan Adams, a
mathematics and physical science
teacher, to initiate a project titled,
‘Smart Library and beyond’ which
aims to revamp the Modderdam
High School library into a smart
library.
Adams, who has been in the
education sector for over 20 years,
recently received the Kader Asmal
Excellence Award as one of the
Western Cape provincial winners of
the National Teaching Awards.
Modderdam High School is
situated in a challenging area of the
Cape Flats, namely, Bonteheuwel.
The school offers education to over a
thousand learners with some coming

from neighbouring communities
such as Kalksteenfontein, Montana,
Netreg and as far as Philippi.
Adams plays a major role in
the lives of his learners, such as
coordinating the school’s feeding
scheme, which ensures learners get
healthy meals daily because, for some
of them, that is the only meal they
will have for the day. ‘We feed about
100 learners with breakfast, and a
cooked meal for lunch every day,’
said Adams.
He claims that the school’s
learners are continuously faced
with socio-economic issues, such as
unemployment, poverty, gangsterism,
drug abuse and therefore should be
provided a space where they can
access knowledge that will increase
their skills and motivate them to
not allow their current situations to
determine their future.
‘The school is on a continuous
drive to improve the lives of the youth
and the community as a whole. It
is then an ethical and educational
obligation to be a beacon of hope to
the learners of Bonteheuwel and the
surrounding areas,’ said Adams.

Prophet Muhammad (SAW)
commanded knowledge upon all
humankind, and urged us to seek
knowledge as far as we can reach,
and at all times.
Adams continues to promote
this principle by working tirelessly
to remove the barriers to learning
by employing technology which will
make it easier for learners to not only
source knowledge that is within their
reach but to seek and find it in any
corner of the world.
‘As we adapt to new technologies
and different ways of doing things,
there is an urgency for our library to
change, from the traditional library to
a more resource and research based
library with integrating technologies
(a smart library).
‘Learners will enjoy the proposed
aesthetic space with the objective to
be inspired, motivated and to do
better, for only if you know better,
you will be able to do better,’ claims
Adams.
The parents and the Bonteheuwel
community are excited about this
project. ‘The community and our
school governing body (SGB) are
very happy for this
worthy initiative.
‘We
know
the value of such
a project to our
community. We
need to be aware
of the critical skills

needed for 4IR together with the Stem
(Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics) agenda and the
17 Sustainable Development Goals
of the UN.
‘We want to create conditions for
our learners to grow intellectually,
to empower, to develop as well as
improving their situational context in
which they find themselves,’ enthused
Adams.
He feels that the smart library
will offer numerous resources to
learners, which are not available at
the traditional library.
‘These include access to more
reading material, such as online and
print books in different languages,
periodicals, magazines, newspapers,
journals, audio-visual aids, full
access to the internet, screening of
documentaries, educative videos.
‘It will also be a venue for training
on research, workshops, the chess
club and it can be a space for other
technological related initiatives, such
as robotics, app development and
coding. This could be a platform to
also introduce literacy programmes,
such as a reading programme and
it can create jobs for community
members,’ claims Adams.
However, the institution currently
faces numerous challenges in terms
of achieving the smart library. ‘The
challenges include the current library
space being too small, unavailability
of enough chairs and tables, lack of a

variety of books.
‘There is insufficient access to
e-reading and online devices, research
facility, and white board for research,
projector and learners struggle to
print as there aren’t enough printers,’
said Adams.
He highlighted that during the
past few months, there have been
generous donors who have paved the
way to achieving this goal.
‘We have managed to secure paint
from Duram paints. We also received
a smart TV and The Bookery, an
NGO based in Woodstock, was
generous to sponsor us with a Libwin
system (library management system)
with 3 000 to 4 000 books, a laptop
and a printer.
‘I also secured a partial monthly
stipend for our library assistant, and
training. In order to achieve our goal
we need R125 000, and to date
we have raised R2 117,80,’ noted
Adams.
He further expressed his gratitude
to all those who have assisted in this
initiative thus far and urges the public
to join hands in making this project
a success.
For more information you can
contact Adams on the numbers
083 687 0559 or 021 100 3926.
You can visit their website:
https://modderdamhigh.co.za/ or the
social media platforms Instagram:
proudlymodderdamhigh; Facebook:
Proudly Moddedam High

JOIN OUR

Teacher Adnaan Adams received the Kader Asmal Excellence Award as one of the Western Cape
provincial winners of the National Teaching Awards.
		
Photo SUPPLIED

FRI 15 OCT 2021
3.30PM - 5.30PM

Teacher Adnaan Adams is working towards revamping the Modderdam High School library.
Photo SUPPLIED
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Worcester masjid work may stop due to lack of funds
JIHAAN OPPERMAN
WORCESTER Islamic Society
(WIS) is a masjid located in
Hex Park, Worcester, which is
a less privileged area previously
known for its high crime rate.
The society is currently
constructing the main section of
the masjid and has now reached a
point where all building activities
may be delayed due to financial
constraints.
The building project kicked off
before the initial lockdown with
the foundation being laid but
construction had to be paused
due to the COVID-19 restrictions
put in place by the government.
As lockdown restrictions were
lifted, the society could proceed
with their plans and, at this
stage, the ground floor has been
completed as well as the second
floor of the building.
However, the society is
pleading to the community to
continue donating towards this
cause as all their goals have not
yet been reached. Currently,
the construction of the columns
on the second floor is still in
progress.
Moulana
Moegammad
Stephanus, speaking on behalf
of WIS, says that they have
reached out to the community for
assistance and all the donations
received thus far have helped a lot
with the progress of the building
project at the masjid.
‘The next step would be to put
up the roof and another wudu
area as the current area is a bit
too small to accommodate all the
musalees. We are also still in need
of funding for a sound system
that needs to be installed,’ says
Moulana Stephanus.
The committee of the masjid
relies solely on fundraising
initiatives for the maintenance of
the masjid and all its projects but,
due to COVID-19, it has not been
easy to raise funds with events
not being able to take place.
‘We have tried to adapt to
the new normal by doing virtual
fundraisers, such as an online
food bazaar where you could

The Worcester Islamic Society needs to urgently complete the main section of the masjid, given that the current facility in Hex Park is packed to capacity during
Jumuah.
					
								
Photo FABIO JULIES

place your orders via WhatsApp
and have it delivered straight to
your door and, Alhamdulillah,
the support of the community
during these uncertain times
has been truly exceptional,’ said
Moulana.
Even though the building
project is one of the main priorities
now, the society still needs to see
to the day-to-day needs of the
masjid, such as maintenance.
‘We are going through
tremendous financial difficulties
to keep the masjid afloat. Just like
any other business or household,
we need to see that the bills and
salaries are paid on a monthly
basis and with COVID-19, the
task of raising funds is much
more complex than it used to be,’
said Moulana.
‘Most of the congregants are
not by the means to contribute
towards their monthly jamaah
fees and we are thus forced to
ask for assistance outside of our
community,’ Moulana added.
‘Therefore, the society would
like to request from each and
every one out there to become
part of this venture and donate
a minimum of R50 towards this
worthy cause. We might not
be here to see how our vision
becomes a reality but we have
faith in Allah’s timing, and place
everything in His hands.’

Moulana Stephanus reminds
people of the hadith of the
Prophet (SAW): ‘Whoever builds
a masjid for the sake of Allah
then Allah will build for him a
house in paradise.’
To donate to this noble cause,
the committee strongly advises
readers to make direct contact
with the WIS and not via a
third person. The office can be
contacted on weekdays, between
08h00 and 12h00, on 082 065
6493 or wisislam.soc@gmail.
com.
Banking details for the
building project are: Worcester
Islamic Society Building Account;
Nedbank; account number:
1213515548; branch code:
198765; type – cheque account.
Banking details for the
masjid maintenance account are:
Worcester Islamic Society General
Account; Nedbank; account
number: 1001214080; branch
code: 101507; type – cheque
account. For more information
you can contact Adams on the
numbers 083 687 0559 or 021
100 3926.
You can visit their website:
https://modderdamhigh.
co.za/ or the social media
platforms Instagram:
proudlymodderdamhigh;
Facebook: Proudly
Moddedam High

The second floor of the main building and columns still in the process of
completion.
				
Photo ZAF KHAN

A bird’s eye view of the main building still in the process of being completed.
Photo ZAF KHAN
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- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE Lebanon – an economic crisis leading to death and despair
HAAFIDH HUSSAIN
CHOONARA
AMA regional manager,
Hussain Choonara, recently
returned from a trip to Lebanon,
where Africa Muslims Agency
(AMA) has been working for
four years, providing various
types of humanitarian relief.
Extensive work is being done in
the refugee camps – which house
hundreds of Palestinian and Syrian
families – as well as work with
Lebanese families in need.
With the economy in severe
decline, exacerbated by the Beirut
Blast in 2020 and COVID-19
creating a further downward spiral,
Lebanon faces a fuel and water
crisis that is having devastating
effects on the people.
Hospitals face the daily horror
of not having enough electricity to
save lives. Ordinary people spend
hours in queues to get medication
for family members in need, or gas
for their cars.
At hospitals, parents wait with
children in pain but there is no
medication to help them. Surgeries
and urgent medical procedures
cannot take place due to the lack
of electricity.
The stories encountered on the

trip were heartbreaking – children
and elderly, the most vulnerable,
waiting for medical treatment that
they may never receive if we do not
intervene to assist now.
AMA is working to provide solar
panels and medication to hospitals.
The hospitals AMA is assisting
service over 100 000 patients per
year, including Lebanese people
as well as Palestinian and Syrian
refugees, and the total cost to
provide solar panels is R2-million.
‘I ran away from death and
war in Syria. Will you leave me
to die?’ These are the words of
Muhammad, a young boy in a
refugee camp in Aarsal, Lebanon.
He needs urgent medical attention
but there is no electricity for the
hospitals to help him. How do we
answer this question from a child?
Jana is one-and-a-half years old
and needs an operation on her
stomach but because there is no
power to perform the operation,
she is kept on a drip, waiting,
suffering.
Omar is seven years old and
struggles to breathe. He needs lung
surgery but doctors cannot perform
this surgery because there is no
electricity in the hospital. He has
to visit a medical centre to use a
nebuliser for some relief. But what

happens when the generators don’t
work? What happens when the fuel
runs out?
Across Lebanon, young and old
face the daily horror of life with
sickness and no means of relief.
These children are angry, they are
fearful. They carry pain and fear
that no child should have to bear.
Their parents carry their own share
of anguish, unable to help their
children with even basic medication.
Medication and fuel were
provided to hospitals as part of
AMA’s recent visit but this will not
last long. A sustainable solution for
electricity is urgently required, in
the form of solar panels.
AMA is making an urgent
appeal for contributions towards
solar panels as patients are losing
their lives due to the lack of
power and fuel. The solar units
fitted to these hospitals provide
a lifetime of difference, removing
their dependency on the unstable
electricity grid.
When you donate towards the
AMA campaign to provide solar
panels to hospitals in Lebanon, you
are providing ease for these children
and removing their unimaginable
suffering.
In refugee camps, children
dream of going to school, of having

something to focus their attention
on besides thinking about what to
eat or longing for parents who have
passed on.
If these children do not gain
access to education, the cycle of
poverty can never be broken in
their communities, and building
sustainable futures becomes a
nearly impossible task.
Alhamdulillah,
AMA
is
extremely proud to be launching
a school in Lebanon, which will
cater for Lebanese and refugee
children. AMA’s aim is to create
sustainable solutions which allow
opportunities for future generations
to be self-sufficient and escape their
circumstances, Insha Allah.
AMA runs various other
initiatives in Lebanon, all of which
aim to provide a better quality
of life for refugees and Lebanese
people.
The Orphan Hope programme
aims to provide basic needs, such as
food, clothing and medical expenses
for orphan and needy children.
The Bread of Hope initiative
funds bakeries, which provide
122 000 loaves per day across
Lebanon.
The Dignity Tent project
provides and maintains the tents
which refugees call home, providing

Families queue in hospitals for help
they will not receive due to lack of
power in hospitals across Lebanon.
Photo SUPPLIED

shelter from extreme heat and cold,
and a space to call their own.
AMA also sponsors a mobile
clinic that provides much needed
medication and consultations. In
addition, winter warmth rescue
campaigns provide heaters and
blankets for those living in tents
during the bitterly cold winter
months.
The scale of the humanitarian
crisis in Lebanon is rapidly
increasing. The people of Lebanon
need your support. To support the
#HealLebanon campaign, you can
donate to:
Name: Africa Muslims Agency;
Bank: Standard Bank; Acc: 203
382 110; B/code: 00 52 05; Swift
code: SBZAZAJJ; Reference:
HealLebanon
Contact details: Hussain
Choonara: +27 82 859 2932;
www.africamuslimsagency.co.za

20

Muslim Views . October 2021

Waqf and maqaasid al-shariah
ZEINOUL ABEDIEN CAJEE
ALLAH SWT in His infinite
wisdom has given us various
laws in the Quran and, together
with the sunnah of His Noble
Messenger, Muhammad (SAW),
we have a comprehensive
system of life and living.
The critical question for our
great Muslim scholars (al Ghazali,
Shatibi et al) has been: what
are the intents of the lawgiver?
And, in view of these intents or
maqaasid, how does waqf slot in?
Islamic scholars have concluded
that there are several objectives or
purposes of shariah known as
the maqaasid al-shariah. These
may be categorised as: essential
(daruriyyat),
complementary
(hajiyyaat) and embellishment
(tahsiniyyaat).
In the ‘essential’ category,
the objectives are about the
protection, preservation and
promotion of deen (faith),
nafs (life), nasl (posterity), aql
(intellect) and maal (property).
Some scholars have included
human dignity, human rights and
the environment.
Underlying these objectives

are the notions of justice and
compassion, and laws that will
bring public benefit (maslaha)
and avoid harm (mafsada). Our
obligations in this regard could
be at the individual level or at a
collective level (fard al ayn/ fard
al kifayah).
A waqf by its very nature
and as an institution initiated
by Prophet Muhammad (SAW)
needs to be in harmony with the
maqaasid al-shariah. If a waqf
is not in agreement or consistent
with the maqaasid al-shariah then
it will not be regarded as a shariah
compliant waqf. For example, one
may not provide beneficiaries of a
waqf with alcohol.
Waqf does not operate in a silo.
It is embedded within the broader
tenets of Islam and operates in
a comprehensive way with the
general principles of Islam. For
example, one may not give loans
that are based on riba. Waqf
funds may not be used to create
enmity or to foster corruption.
The
following
examples
of activities via waqf may be
construed to be compliant
with the maqaasid al-shariah,
including the three categories

(essential, complementary and
embellishment) at individual,
family, community and country
levels for the protection,
preservation and promotion of:
Deen: building masaajid,
Islamic centres, dawah, printing
and distributing Qurans and
Islamic literature; establishing
madaris and other educational
institutions, scholarships and
stipends for Islamic studies and
for Islamic scholars, campaigns
that promote Islamic values,
youth leadership development.
Nafs:
research
and
development of medicines, having
adequate security to safeguard
people, clinics, hospitals – general
and specific, campaigns around
healthy living, physical and
spiritual well-being, welfare of
orphans and other vulnerable
persons.
Nasl: This includes promoting
family values, chastity, love,
honour, dignity, family solidarity,
progeny, the institutions of nikaah,
caring for relatives, avoidance of
family breakups and divorce, antigender violence, anti-child abuse.
Maal: This includes all forms
of halaal wealth creation, and
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preservation, subject to rules of
zakaah, sadaqah and infaaq on
the one hand and riba, hoarding,
miserliness on the other; capital
savings and mobilisation for
the strengthening of all levels of
society; institutions such as Awqaf
SA on a community wide basis,
Islamic financial services, poverty
alleviation and job creation.
Aql: The development of the
mind and intellectual capacity
within society; research and
development in all fields and
all sciences, including religious
sciences; more tertiary graduates to
the highest levels of achievement.
Developing experts in all
fields of human existence,
including fauna and flora;
establishing institutes of learning,
understanding, analysis and
critical thinking; the promotion
of a reading culture; promotion
of learning languages; reading
rooms, book clubs, libraries.
Other:
Enhancement
of
environment and earth’s life
supporting systems; human rights
and dignity; social cohesion, unity
and brotherhood; arts, culture
and heritage.
There will be many other
actions for the promotion,
protection and preservation
in each of the categories; it

may be infrastructure or other
development and protection/
preservation programmes. The
items above are not exhaustive
and could well change over time.
In conclusion, Awqaf SA, as
a leading waqf institution, is
committed to operating within
the framework of the maqaasid
al-shariah and in the promotion
of all its facets.
Awqaf
SA
invites
the
community to support the
growth and development of this
institution to take us forward
in community development and
empowerment, Insha Allah. Visit
www.awqafsa.org.za for further
information.
Zeinoul Abedien Cajee [CA
(SA) MEd] is the founding CEO
of AWQAF SA.
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Bapak Ismail: building a bridge between Cape Muslims and Southeast Asia
MUHAMMED HARON
WITH KASSIEM ADAMS
& NAZREEN SALIE
AT the Cape, the Muslim
community continues to be
a well-established, religious
minority within a predominantly
secular environment. The
community, still vibrant after
three-and-a-half centuries, has
become known for its diverse
contributions, from the building
industry to the clothing industry.
Cape Muslims are also known
for their hospitality, friendliness
and generosity. From among
them, outstanding personalities
have emerged, who subscribed to
honourable values that they reflected
in their daily actions and reinforced
by their rich religious teachings.
This essay focuses on one such
notable personality, namely, Bapak
Ismail Petersen, who trained as a
tailor but developed skills beyond his
profession.
He was known to be a communal
networker actively involved in
various public activities, such as
socio-cultural-cum-religious ones.
Because of his civic acts, he became
known within Muslim circles as a
cultural activist.
Having demonstrated an ability
to create sustainable communal
networks between the Cape Muslim
community and those who hailed

from Southeast Asia, he established
himself as a ‘non-state actor’, an
activist who operated outside his own
community and beyond his place of
birth’s geographical borders.
The fact that his Indonesian and
Malaysian Seamen’s Club (IMSC),
which he set up in 1945, welcomed
and assisted many seamen passing the
Cape is ample proof of his kindness,
kinship and his big-heartedness
towards strangers.
Through these social interactions,
he learnt to speak Bahasa Melayu.
When Malaysian Airlines landed at
the Cape en route to Argentina, he
deepened relations by extending his
hospitality to pilots and their cabin
staff.
As Bapak Ismail passionately
pursued his social activities during the
early 1960s, Malaysia’s first prime
minister, Tunku Abdul Rahman
(1957–1963/ 1963-1970) announced
that South Africa’s diaspora Cape
‘Malays’ were welcome to take up
residency in Malaysia.
A handful responded. Bapak
Ismail and his wife did not take
up the tunku’s offer. During that
period, he worked within a setting
where he could maintain strong links
with the Southeast Asian seamen who
benefitted from his services.
In a sense, it may be argued that
it was during these mid-career years
that he became the non-state actor
and ‘unofficial diplomat’ acting in

the interest of his community below
the radar, without realising the
extent to which he was contributing
to international relations – a
contribution that is largely not
recognised nor acknowledged.
When he connected with the
National Writers Association of
Malaysia (known in Malaysia as
GAPENA) that was led by late Tan
Sri Prof. Drs Ismail Hussein via the
Sri Lanka ‘World Malay Symposium’
organisers in the mid-1980s, he
opened opportunities for others to
take advantage of these socio-cultural
developments.
GAPENA, though a national
organisation in Malaysia, extended
its tentacles to connect with Malay
diaspora communities, like the Cape
Muslims. Bapak Ismail cooperated
with this organisation to strengthen
its ties with the local Cape Muslim
religio-cultural organisations and
exposed GAPENA to various sectors
of the Cape Muslim community.
Through his efforts, the nature
of international relations should be
appreciated. Others also functioned
in other sectors in the same way but
Bapak Ismail formed exceptional ties
through his personal activities, using
his IMSC as a conduit to achieve
higher goals.
Even though accolades were
showered on Bapak Ismail, no one
should ignore the role that his wife,
Ibu Hawa, played in his achievements.

Whenever Bapak Ismail invited
foreign guests who landed at the port,
she would be by his side. She housed
them, cooked for them, and cared for
them during the period they stayed at
their humble home.
The couple has formed a
partnership that is unique. Wherever
he travelled, she accompanied him.
As far as is known, Ibu Hawa
accompanied Bapak Ismail wherever
he was invited, showing the close
bond that exists between the two.
On June 14, 2021, he celebrated
his 97th birthday. He was a man with
a mission that he, along with his wife,
has handsomely accomplished.
In conclusion, His Excellency, Mr
Dave Malcomson, South Africa’s
high commissioner to Malaysia,
notes: ‘We are pleased to hear that
Mr Ismail Petersen is to be honoured
for his lifetime of work promoting
and establishing international links
and connecting communities in South
Africa and Southeast Asia…
‘As a result of this work, he was
made an honorary member of the
Malaysian Historical Society. It is
due to the work of such magnificent
activists that the ties between nations
and countries, such as Malaysia and
Indonesia with South Africa, remain
so strong today.’
Bapak Ismail Petersen is to be
honoured by the governor of Melaka,
His Excellency Tun Seri Setia (Dr.)
Haji Mohd Ali bin Mohd Rustam

during his annual Birthday Honours
List. Due to the COVID-19 lockdown
restrictions, though, the investiture
ceremony has been postponed till
further notice.
For more information about
Dunia Melayu Dunia Islam
(Afrika Selatan)/ The Malay And
Islamic World (South Africa) South
Africa, visit www.hooliha.com/
DMDISOUTHAFRICA/groupview
or contact Nazreen Salie on 076 454
3486
Prof Drs Muhammed Haron is
the editor of “Going Forward: South
Africa and Malaysia Cementing
Relations”.
Nazreen Salie writes in her
professional capacity as the chairman
of DMDI-South Africa.
Kassiem Adams is a teacher.

A man on a mission: Bapak Ismail
Petersen.
Photo SUPPLIED
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- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -

Sanzaf empowers primary school learners and young adults
SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS
SANZAF acknowledges how
important the much-needed
skill sets gained through
vocational training (VT)
is to helping the country’s
national development goals
of employment and a capable
workforce to support growth.
As part of our multifaceted support, beneficiaries
are trained in official and
recognised courses ranging
from computer administration
to motor mechanics and
hospitality. Through VT,
beneficiaries gain expertise and
accreditation to either start a
business or find a job, thereby

enabling them to provide for
their families.
Sanzaf has partnered with
educational institutions and set
up in-house training facilities
to provide education and
skills courses, and has been
successful in providing access
to employment for beneficiaries
after completing their training.
Sanzaf and Warriors of Hope
SA conduct outreach
programmes at primary
schools in the Western Cape,
aiding 1 000 girls
To date, hundreds of Grade
7 learners have received much
needed washable sanitary
towels at various schools

throughout the Western Cape.
Due to the challenges facing
primary
school
learning
regarding menstrual health
education programmes at
primary schools, the South
African National Zakah Fund
(Sanzaf) came on board to
support the initiative with
Warriors of Hope.
With your continued support
we can do more; visit www.
sanzaf.org.za. Help us do more
by signing up for a monthly
Sanzaf debit order today.
All qualifying contributions
to Sanzaf are tax deductible
and certificates are issued on
request. For more information
contact 021 638 0965.

Pictured from left to right are Faeza Govind, Sanzaf Education, Empowerment and Development programme (Seed)
coordinator, Nadine Schroeder, student, Yumna Alexander, facilitator, Beyonce Donough, student, Nawaal Erasmus, student,
and Rishda Solomon, a Sanzaf caseworker, at the Sanzaf certification ceremony held in Manenberg, Cape Town.
Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS

Shafiek Barendse (right), Sanzaf regional manager Western Cape, and Raihana
Barouche, a Sanzaf caseworker based in Salt River, do the final check on the
medicare packs for distribution to more than 250 elderly citizens throughout the
Western Cape.
		
Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS

Pictured are (left) Shireen Kamaldien, head of projects Sanzaf, and Zeenat
Parker, Warriors of Hope facilitator, conducting a workshop at Mimosa Primary
School, in Bonteheuwel, Cape Town. Sanzaf, in partnership with Warriors of
Hope SA, are currently distributing 1 000 washable sanitary towels to female
students throughout the Western Cape. The workshops are aimed at creating
menstrual hygiene awareness through education and training, and to reduce the
high number of school absenteeism and drop-outs caused by menstrual-related
challenges.
		
Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS
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Muslim Hands assists over 1 200 victims of the KZN riots
AISHA ADAM

THE mass riots and looting in
KwaZulu-Natal and Gauteng
affected 40 000 businesses
and led to 105 000 people
losing their jobs, causing a
R3,4-billion setback for the
South African economy.
Currently, at least 55,5 per cent
of South Africans are living below
the poverty line, and the riots
have only made matters worse for
families that lost their jobs and
livelihoods.
As the riots continued,
thousands of businesses were
looted and shop owners feared
opening their stores, causing
serious food shortages in the two
regions. Many families struggled
to source basic essentials, such as
milk, diapers, baby formula and
bread.
Muslim
Hands
(MH)
emergency teams responded
swiftly and delivered a truck of
food items to assist poor and
needy individuals in KwaZuluNatal and its surrounding areas.
Food items that were distributed
included cooking oil, milk, tea,
flour, sugar, peanut butter, rice
and much more.
However, months after the

unrest, the need for assistance has
only increased in the two regions
as thousands of South Africans
are now facing unemployment
coupled with poverty.
‘Many individuals are now
poverty-stricken, their jobs being
lost due to the destruction of
factories, shopping centres and
warehouses. These supply chains
have now been destroyed, leaving
thousands without jobs,’ stated
Imraan Roomaney, Muslim Hands
fundraising manager.
In response to this food crisis,
Muslim Hands implemented
an emergency intervention in
KwaZulu-Natal to assist victims
of the riots in Phoenix and its
surrounding areas.
On August 17, MH teams
arrived in Phoenix with food
parcels to assist over 1 200
individuals.
Our staff members were
welcomed
by
leaders
of
Aleem Masjid, volunteers and
beneficiaries who were eagerly
waiting for their food hampers
(containing milk, cooking oil,
sugar, peanut butter, rice, tea and
much more). The distribution then
took place under strict COVID-19
protocols.
Our teams were humbled by

the overwhelming response of the
beneficiaries upon receiving their
food hampers. Many expressed
gratitude to our staff members
while others became emotional
and tearful upon receiving their
food items, and prayed for
the donors who had made the
distribution possible.
The Prophet (SAW) said, ‘He
is not a true believer who eats his
fill while his neighbour is hungry.’
(Bayhaqi)
You too can help make a
difference by donating to feed the
poor and hungry, locally. Visit
our website muslimhands.org.za
or call us on 021 633 6413.

Beneficiaries were thankful for the donations received from the Muslim Hands
teams and their donors.
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Muslim Hands teams and volunteers conducted food hamper distributions in KwaZulu-Natal.
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Discussions with Dangor

Seek stillness amidst the noise and the movement
Allowance has to be made for minorities so Muslim scholars
recently developed al-Fiqh al-Aqliyyah (Fiqh of Minorities),
writes EMERITUS PROFESSOR SULEMAN DANGOR.

THIS article is based on
an interview I had with the
late Mufti Taha Karaan, on
August 5, 2020, on my talk
show ‘Global Dynamics’ on
Channel Islam International.
In Makkah, there was very
little that was revealed in terms
of law during the first 13 years
of the Revelation. The focus
was on doctrines – matters of
aqeedah.
When the Muslims arrived in
Madinah, the Prophet’s (SAW)
answers to questions that were
posed to him by the Sahaabah
were recognised as rules and
regulations.
After the Prophet’s (SAW)
demise, legal opinions – or
fatawa (plural of fatwa) –
began to be issued in Madinah

by the Sahaabah.
This practice continued
under the Khulafa al-Rashidun,
Umayyads,
Abbasids,
Ottomans, etc., leading to
the development of numerous
madhaahib
(schools
of
law), which eventually were
consolidated into the Hanafi,
Shaafi’i, Maliki and Hanbali
madhaahib.
Muslims who emigrated to
Abyssinia during the Prophetic
era constituted the first Muslim
minority in history.
After the Muslims were
defeated in Spain, in the late
15th century and Catholics
became the rulers, the Muslims
became a minority.
The Crusaders as well as
colonialists created minorities
after their conquests of Muslim
lands.
Subsequent to colonialism,
Muslims migrated to Europe,
mainly to the lands of their
colonisers.
Some went as economic
migrants, some for education
but, eventually, most settled

permanently in those lands.
Today, Muslims in the so-called
West constitute 30 per cent
of the world’s total Muslim
population.
When Muslim lands were
colonised,
scholars
had
to find ways to establish a
bridge between provisions of
the shariah and the laws of
the country so a hybrid system
of laws existed in colonised
Muslim
countries.
These
countries are now considered
‘free’.
The fact that Muslims lived
under a Christian ruler in
Abyssinia (al-Najashi) is used
as justification for Muslims
living as minorities in countries
where they are not persecuted.
Spain,
where
Muslims
managed to retain their identity
through the commitment of
the fuqaha for at least 250
years after their defeat by the
Christians remains an archetype
of a Muslim minority.
The traditional division
between dar al-harb (abode of
war) and dar al-Islam (abode

of Islam) is no longer tenable
since many Muslims are no
longer temporary subjects due
to return to their countries
of origin but rather, are full
citizens of the countries in
which they are residing.
A third category, an abode
where Muslims can live
in peace and security (dar
al-aman) now applies to (the
majority of) Muslims living as
minority communities. Some
scholars deemed it necessary
to develop fiqh applicable to
Muslim minorities.
Fiqh was initially developed
in the context of Muslim
majority
situations.
But
some of the challenges which
minorities face are unique and
the application of fiqh for
majorities is not relevant in
their situation.
Allowance has to be made
for minorities so Muslim
scholars recently developed
al-Fiqh al-Aqliyyah (Fiqh of
Minorities). According to Mufti
Taha, al-Fiqh al-Aqliyyah
is an aspect of general fiqh
and not a separate entity. It
was developed in mitigating
circumstances and is applicable
in specific situations.

Scholars resort to instruments
such as maslahah (benefit),
taysir (facilitation) and qiyaas
(analogy) to generate fiqh
appropriate and relevant for
minorities.
Mufti Taha pointed to the
debate around the performance
of Jumuah salaah at the Cape.
According to the Shaafi’i
madhhab, Jumuah becomes
mandatory if there are at least
40 males available.
If this position were adopted,
there would have been no
Jumuah prayers at the Cape for
the early Muslim settlers so they
had to make adaptations by
reference to other madhaahib.
This debate would have been
unlikely in a Muslim majority
state.
Finally, Mufti Taha stated
that students of fiqh sometimes
felt alienated when studying
fiqh because it did not match
realities. Also, he found that
it was common for qadis (and
muftis) to apply the laws they
have studied from texts.
However, he argued that it is
imperative for muftis to know
and understand the context
in which they operate when
issuing edicts.
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Light from the Quran
The Prophetic Sunnah: Quranic indications
IBRAHIM OKSAS AND
NAZEEMA AHMED
WHAT position does the
Sunnah of Rasoolullah
(SAW) occupy in our lives?
In reflecting on the prophethood of
Nabi Muhammad (SAW), Bediuzzaman
Said Nursi, in his contemporary Quranic
tafsir, Risale-i Nur, contends that for
believers, it is an indisputable reality that
Allah Almighty is the One who raised
and perfected Nabi Muhammad (SAW)
and made him the guide of humankind.
In his discussion on the value of
adhering to and following the guidance
of Rasoolullah (SAW), Bediuzzaman cites
the ayahs at the end of Surah Toubah:
‘Now has come to you a Messenger from
among yourselves; it grieves him that you
should perish; ardently anxious is he over
you; to the believers is he most kind and
merciful.
‘But if they turn away, say: “Allah
suffices me, there is no god but He; in Him
do I place my trust – He the Sustainer of
the Throne of Glory Supreme!”’ and the
ayah in Surah Ali-Imran: ‘If you do love
Allah, follow me: Allah will love you and
forgive you your sins for Allah is OftForgiving, Most Merciful.’
In expounding on these ayahs,
Bediuzzaman demonstrates not only
the superlative degree of Allah’s Rasool
(SAW) but the many ways in which

following his Sunnah constitutes
guidance that is truly transformative for
the believers.
Bediuzzaman further cites the
following narration: Allah’s Noble
Messenger (SAW) said: ‘Whoever
adheres to my practices (Sunnah) when
my community is corrupted shall receive
the reward of a hundred martyrs.’
It is then self-evident that to adhere
to Nabi Muhammad’s (SAW) Sunnah
is highly recommended, especially when
innovations are widespread.
Bediuzzaman conveys that to comply
with the Sunnah in even a ‘small’ matter
of behaviour, particularly when the
Noble Rasool’s (SAW) community is
corrupted, signifies taqwa and a powerful
imaan.
This is so, since to follow the Sunnah
calls to mind Rasoolullah (SAW), and
such recollection necessarily calls to
mind Allah Almighty’s presence, since
these two sorts of recollections are
interconnected.
When the Sunnah is observed in the
seemingly mundane, though necessary,
human actions of eating, drinking or
sleeping, these acts are transformed into
worshipful actions in compliance with
the shariah.
The person who engages in these
actions considers to follow Allah’s
Rasool (SAW) and thus conceives of his
actions as rightful conduct of the shariah.

He recalls that Rasoolullah (SAW)
brought the shariah and then his
heart turns to Almighty Allah, the
True Lawgiver, and he gains a sort of
awareness of Allah Almighty’s presence
and a sense of ibaadah.
Bediuzzaman says that the person
who consciously and habitually follows
the Nabi’s (SAW) Sunnah, transforms all
his acts into ibaadah, and in this way can
transform his entire life into one that is
beneficial and worthwhile, with minimal
effort.
In light of this, we may consider
dispensing with the oft repeated phrase
‘it is just a Sunnah’.
Bediuzzaman further contends that
the person who takes as his guiding
principles Rasoolullah’s Sunnah, rises
to the station of being beloved of Allah
under the shadow of Allah’s Beloved
(SAW).
He further states that the
aforementioned ayah: ‘Say: “If you do
love Allah, follow me: Allah will love
you” definitively proclaims the necessity
and importance of following the Sunnah
of Rasoolullah (SAW).
Furthermore, this ayah conveys: ‘If
you love Allah, you will follow Allah’s
Beloved (SAW). If you do not follow him,
it inevitably points to the conclusion that
you do not love Allah.’ This constitutes
irrefutable logic.
Thus, loving Allah entails following

the Sunnah of Allah’s Beloved (SAW).
Bediuzzaman puts forward the
argument that the person who believes
in Almighty Allah will certainly obey
Him. And among the different ways of
obeying Him, the most acceptable and
meritorious way is the way showed and
followed by Allah’s Beloved (SAW).
Bediuzzaman indicates that there
are degrees in the Sunnah, with the
most important among the Sunnah
being those that symbolise Islam and are
connected with its sha’air (marks). The
sha’air of Islam are ibaadah, concern for
the community, and constitute general
rights of a sort.
If one person does them, the entire
community benefits but when that person
gives them up, the entire community is
rendered answerable.
Some of the Sunnah are considered
compulsory and incontestable, as
prescribed in the shariah and which can
therefore not be changed.
Another sort of Sunnah are voluntary,
and these are of two kinds: one includes
those related to ibaadah, also prescribed
in the books of shariah – to change these
are considered innovation.
The other kind is known as ‘conduct’
(adab). These Sunnah are enumerated in
the accounts of Rasoolullah’s (SAW) life.
Bediuzzaman states that opposition
to these Sunnah cannot be considered as
innovation but it may constitute a kind
of opposition to Rasoolullah’s (SAW)
conduct, resulting in the inability to

derive benefit from its light and true
courtesy.
Furthermore, following this sort of
Sunnah entails emulating Allah’s Beloved
(SAW) in his customary, natural actions
and interactions, which are evident from
numerous unanimous reports.
He cites as example numerous
Sunnah showing the conduct of
speaking, and explaining the principles
of eating, drinking, sleeping and social
relations, the practice of which are
termed ‘conduct’.
Bediuzzaman indicates that the
person who practises them transforms
his habitual actions into ibaadah, and
becomes the recipient of effulgent light
since the practice of even a small aspect
of such ‘adab’ calls to mind Allah’s
Rasool (SAW) the means of transmitting
light to that person’s heart.
In concluding, Bediuzzaman invites
us to consider the reality that since
Allah Almighty brought together every
imaginable kind of courtesy and good
conduct in His Beloved (SAW), what
kind of discourteousness does the person
display who abandons the Sunnah?
It is not unsurprising therefore that
such an ill-mannered person, who does
not follow the Sunnah, becomes eligible
to be deprived of Allah Almighty’s
favours.
Insha Allah, may we absorb and
exemplify the reality that love of Allah
necessitates that we adhere to and follow
the Sunnah of Rasoolullah (SAW).
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Focus on Finance

Retention of accounting and tax records
TINASHE CHIPATISO,
a tax and corporate
consultant at Nexia
SAB&T, advises on the
retention of accounting
and tax records.
THE retention of accounting
and tax records can be
complicated and dreary.
While clarity regarding the
retention of these records remains
adrift for many businesses of any
size, the Companies Act 2008
imposes the statutory retention
period for diverse types of records.
An organisation’s accounting
document retention strategy is
contingent on its compliance with
legal requirements for the proper
filing of taxes and the business’s
specific goals.
The Companies Act 2008
asserts that all businesses, at
their registered offices, must
maintain adequate accounting
records and retain certain other
documents, records or statements
explaining their transactions
and demonstrating the financial

position. Companies that fail to
maintain adequate records risk the
imposition of fines.

the origin and destination of that
data, the date and time it was sent
or received can be determined.

Types of accounting records

How long should you retain
accounting records?

Accounting records can include
invoices, receipts, employee
payroll, purchases, expenses, VAT
records and tax returns. Relevant
supporting information and
documentation for any of these
items ought to be maintained as
well.
Section 16 of the Electronic
Communications and Transactions
Act further asserts that records may
be digital or physical. It should,
however, be borne in mind that
the safety of the records remains
of paramount importance, lest one
contravenes other legislative rules
such as the Popia (Protection of
Personal Information Act).
Accordingly,
a
company
complies with section 16 if: the
information is accessible; it is
in the format in which it was
generated, sent or received, or in
a format which accurately depicts
that particular information; and

Due to various legislative
requirements,
documents
of
companies must be retained for a
certain number of years. Where
different legislation refers to the
retention of the same records, a
business must be prudent by
adhering to the most stringent of
the legislative requirements.
For instance, sections 29, 32 and
55 of Value Added Tax Act require
that records such as invoices, general
ledgers and registers alike be kept
for five years from the submission
date of the returns, while section 24
of the Companies Act, conversely,
requires the financial records to be
kept for a minimum of seven years.
It is therefore advisable to retain the
financial records for seven years.
Additionally, the Auditing
Profession Act, No. 26 of 2005,
implicitly requires documents to
be retained for three years. The

It’s getting tough out there, but we can help your brand take the
next step. Get started with e-commerce, refresh your Social Media
presence or reach totally new audiences online. From Tweets &
Fleets to Emojis & Stories, we'll help you do the best thing for your
business. Whether Digital Marketing & Social Media excites you or
scares you, we’ve got a solution for you. Call 021 140 1519 or email
sameer@socialnatives.co.za now to make your next move.

International Standard on Quality
Control (ISQC 1) paragraph A61
specifically requires the retention
period for audit engagements to be
no shorter than five years from the
date of the auditors’ report.
Evidently, from the above,
the overriding principle is that
each organisation adheres to the
legislative prescription for the
retention of various documents.
There are, however, other
occasions,
where
legislation
requires a prolonged ‘indefinite’
retention of records, in case of any
objections and/or appeals that need
to be lodged against assessments.
International Standard on Quality
Control (ISQC 1) paragraph A61
specifically requires the retention
period for audit engagements to be
no shorter than five years from the
date of the auditors’ report.
Evidently, from the above,
the overriding principle is that
each organisation adheres to the
legislative prescription for the
retention of various documents.
There are, however, other
occasions,
where
legislation

requires a prolonged ‘indefinite’
retention of records, in case of any
objections and/or appeals that need
to be lodged against assessments.
For any queries, please contact:
Hassen Kajie (Entrepreneurial
Business Services Director, Cape
Town) M: (+27) 82 333 3389; E:
hassen@nexia-sabt.co.za
Yousuf Hassen (Entrepreneurial
Business
Services
Director,
Centurion) M: (+27) 82 333 3376;
E: yhassen@nexia-sabt.co.za
Please note that the above is
for information purposes only and
does not constitute tax/ financial
advice. As each individual’s
personal circumstances vary, we
recommend they seek advice on the
matter. Please note that while every
effort is made to ensure accuracy,
Nexia SAB&T does not accept
responsibility for any inaccuracies
or errors contained herein. If you
are in doubt about any information
in this article or require any advice
on the topical matter, please do
not hesitate to contact any Nexia
SAB&T office nationally.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28
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This can be summarised as in the table below:

Tax Document

Retention Period

Returns are submitted.

Five years from date of submission

Submission of returns is required but still pending.

Indefinite, until the return is submitted – then five-year rule
applies.

Taxpayer not required to submit a return but receives income,
had capital gains/ losses or engaged in any other activity that is
subject to tax or would be subject to tax but for the application
of a threshold or exemption.

Five years from the end of the relevant tax period.

A taxpayer who has been notified or is aware that the records
are subject to an audit or investigation.

In addition to the five-year rule, records must be retained
until the audit is concluded or assessment or decision becomes
final. The extended retention will apply irrespective of the
prescription of assessments in terms of Section 99.

A taxpayer who lodged an objection or appeal against an
assessment or decision under the TA Act.

In addition to the five-year rule, records must be retained until
the audit is concluded or the assessment or decision becomes
final.

Company documents:
Document

Retention Period

Presented annual financial statements

Seven years from date of issue.

Presented accounting records

Accounting records for the current year and for the previous
seven contemplated financial years of the company.

A company has been notified or is aware that the records are
subject to litigation or investigation.

In addition to the seven-year rule, records must be retained
until the litigation process is concluded or the decision
becomes final. The extended retention will apply, irrespective
of the prescription in terms of Section 24.
Postmasberg’s ethereal painted daisy rainbows.
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- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE Islamic Relief implements a solar energy project in Kaljibrin city, Syria
NABILA MAYET
A SOLAR energy system
was established by Islamic
Relief, in Syria.
The project, completed within
a six-month period, comprised
the installation of solar panels to
convert sunlight into electricity in
Kaljibrin city.
The population of Kaljibrin is 18
000 of whom 5 187 are displaced.
The city has no electrical network.

There is no financial possibility for
the displaced population to pay
the costs of fuel and other supplies
to operate diesel generators to
pump water from public wells to
generate power.
The solar energy system
implemented by Islamic Relief in
the city can provide more than
55 per cent of the energy needed
in the winter months, and this
percentage increases gradually
until it reaches 100 per cent during

summer.
Unlike internal combustion
engines, this energy system doesn’t
produce harmful emissions that
cause chemical and physical
pollution, hence it’s considered to
be one of the most environmentally
friendly systems.
Among the most important
advantages of this project is
reducing the financial burden
due to the low operating and
maintenance costs.

The solar energy installation took place within a period of six months, and provides more than 55 per cent of the energy
needed in the winter months..
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Installing solar energy panels that enable the conversion of sunlight into
electricity.
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From Comsciousness to Contentment

The true meaning of La ilaaha ilallah
JASMINE KHAN

WE are well into the second year
of the pandemic; as Muslims
we know that everything comes
from Allah, and that whatever
Allah decrees has a purpose.
Many of us consider this
Pandemic as a pause during
our very hectic life, and an
opportunity to reflect and
bring about a shift in our lives.
However, there are still
a few who are still spinning
while the world has slowed
down.
As a Muslim we live by the
kalimah of La ilaaha illallah;
we believe in the divine
lordship of Allah (referred
to as ‘ruboobiyyah’). This is
belief that Allah is the only
power who creates, gives life
and death, and maintains the
affairs of all that is in this
universe.
La ilaha illallah is the belief
in the divine nature (referred
to as “uloohiyyah”); that Allah
alone is worthy of worship.
La ilaha illallah is the belief
in the names and attributes of
Allah (referred to as “al-asma’

wa’l-sifaat”), which means
affirming what Allah has
affirmed for Himself of names
and attributes, and denying
any attributes that Allah has
said are not His.
No one can be a Muslim
without believing and adhering
to the tenets of La ilaha illallah.
It is narrated by Jabir bin
`Abdullah, that the Prophet
(pbuh) said: “Moses (AS) said:
O Lord! Teach me something
that I can remember You with
and I can supplicate You with.
Allah said: “Say ‘La ilaha ill
Allah’, Musa said: Oh my
Lord, all of your servants says
this. Allah said: “If the seven
Heavens and those who dwell
in them other than Me and the
seven Earths are put into one
pan of the scale and ‘La ilaha
ill Allah’ is put into the other;
‘La ilaha ill Allah’ would be
heavier.” [Ibn Hibbaan and
Haakim]
When we consider this
hadith it is very clear the value
that Allah has placed on La
ilaha illallah
When we affirm La ilaha
illallah, we acknowledge and

testify that everything comes
from Allah; we have to go
a step further and trust that
whatever Allah has decreed
for us is only for our benefit;
although we may not be able
to see the wisdom immediately.
Umar ibn Khattab is reported
to have said:
“What is destined will reach
you, even if it be underneath
two mountains. What is not
destined, will not reach you,
even if it be between your two
lips!”
The true essence of La ilaha
illallah, entails directing all
acts of worship, intentions
and thoughts to Allah Alone
rather than any other object.
All other objects of worship
are annulled and refuted by La
ilaha illalah.
When we say “There is no
God but Allah and Allah is the
Most Great, Allah remarks:
My slave has spoken the truth.
Indeed there is no God except
Me and I am All Great.
When we say there is no
God but Allah and He is the
only One, Allah says My slave
has spoken the truth, indeed

there is no God but Me and
I am the One. When we say
“There is no God but Him and
there is no associate with Him,
Allah remarks My slave has
spoken the truth.
There is no God except
Me and I have no partner.
When we say there is no God
but Allah, to Him belong the
sovereignty and to Him is due
all praise, Allah remarks My
slave has spoken the truth.
There is no God except Me.
To Me belongs the kingdom
and to Me is due all praise.
When we say there is no God
but Allah and there is no
power or might except with
Him. Allah remarks: My slave
has spoken the truth. There
is no God except Me and the
power and might belong to
Me. (Narrated by Abu Huraira
and recorded in Ibn Majah,
Tirmidhi and Ibn Hibban)
Directing all acts of worship
to Allah and believing that
Allah alone is in charge is the
true essence of La ilaha illallah,
contrary to the practice of those
who utter this testimonial with
their words, but contradict it

with their actions.
It was once said to Al Hasan
Al-Basri: ‘Some people say that
those who proclaim La ilaaha
illallah shall enter Paradise.’
He said, ‘Yes. For those who
proclaim this word and fulfil its
implications and requirements,
then saying La ilaha illallah
shall enter them into Paradise.’
In addition, Wahb bin
Munbih asked: ‘Is not La ilaaha
illallah the key to Paradise?’
He said, ‘Yes. However,
every key has teeth; if you use
a key that has teeth it will open
for you, otherwise it will not
open.’
‘The best dhikr is La
ilaaha illallah and the best
supplication is ‘Al-Hamdu
Lillah.’
(At-Tirmidhi,
An-Nasa’i and Ibn Majah) It
should not be treated lightly or
uttered automatically.
This is how the heart is
purified of anything that is not
for Allah Alone, and cleansed
from the intention to commit
whatever Allah has prohibited.
Our success in this life and the
hereafter is all tied to La ilaaha
illallah.
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Arts for All

A feast of flowers along the West Coast
We have immeasurable treasures under our
feet that gold, silver and diamonds cannot
buy, writes DOCTOR M C D’ARCY.

VISION is a divine gift
often valued only when it is
compromised or eclipsed. For
years I struggled to read, to
paint, and most of all, to drink
in the blessings of my surrounds.
I was reprimanded by my
ophthalmologist: ‘You should have
had cataract surgery two years ago.’
He was right. My eyes served me
well for 81 years. I have read more
than a thousand books, and even
more thousands of magazines and
newspapers that gave me pleasure
and knowledge in science, art,
religion and medicine.
National Geographic opened my
eyes to the world around me. The
excellent Richard Attenborough
TV-series of the natural world
complimented it well. Documentaries
are my opium.
I’ve written more than 300 Art’s
for All columns over 28 years. My
‘young adult’ novels won prizes. The
Rage of the Sea-wind was flagged in
Germany as one of the best ‘young
adult’ books in the world, in 1995.
Tolly, Hero of Hanover Park,
written in 1988, was, and still is,
prescribed in local schools. The
short story, It’s a sin to light a
candle in the dark, relates an episode
during the apartheid era when it was
legally forbidden to sell a candle on
Sundays. Shops, except for cafes,
were closed after 1pm Saturdays, till
Monday morning.
According to Afrikaner NGK
belief, the Lord made the earth in
six days and rested on the Sabbath
– Sunday. This story is currently
included in an English setwork for
Grade 7 learners.
A play, The Red Disa, was
stage-read at the Artscape Theatre.
Another short story, The Coon,

was published in an English literary
magazine, translated into Afrikaans,
reworked for adult first-time readers
and published as a comic book. My
books were scribed into Braille for
the blind.
Painting has been my hobby
for many years. My paintings have
been displayed in the Iziko National
Gallery, in Cape Town, the National
Art Gallery, in Kuala Lampur, in
Malaysia, and the Baxter Theatre.
My painting, The Devil’s
Revenge, depicting the destruction
of District Six, was published in
a Pretoria University volume of
the most significant South African
paintings of the 20th century. My
photographic works have been used
in and on the cover of a book and in
newspapers.
In my formal career, as a
qualified pathologist, I had to look
down a microscope, day in, day out.
Electron microscopy also took its
toll. Illustrated lecturing also had its
visual burden.
I was fortunate to travel the
world. I visited the ruins of ancient
civilisations and modern wonders.
Hajj was a sacred journey of
particular fulfilment.
The architecture of the Muslim
world in Cairo, Granada’s Alhambra
and Istanbul enthralled. Down the
Nile River to the Valley of the Kings
and the tomb of the boy-pharaoh,
Tutankhamun, was a wish fulfilled.
The Taj Mahal in Agra, India, was
ethereal. Cherry-blossom time in
Kyoto, Japan, was a joy. So, my eyes
made my life fruitful and pleasant.
The rains came. It woke up
the Cape’s unique floral kingdom,
the most diversified in the world.
We have immeasurable treasures
under our feet that gold, silver and
diamonds cannot buy. We have
given the world many of its most
famous and beautiful plant species.
They include beautiful gladioli

species by the dozens, flame bright
red-hot pokers, and the eye-popping,
orange Strelitzia Reginae (Bird of
Paradise) flowers. Namaqualand
daisies come in carpets of blooms.
Shimmering pink bokbaai vygies are
local gems.
Yellow clover blooms provide
siering-stems that are used for its
sour flavour in waterblommetjie
bredie. Multi-coloured varieties
of daisies dazzle in the sun.
Pelargoniums are used to distil rose
attar. Blood-red disa orchids trace
mountain streams down the slopes
of Table Mountain. Geraniums, and
a host of other iconic plants colour
the whole world.
Bubbled in an anti-COVID virus
car, my son took the family on
an excursion to the Postmasberg
and the West Coast Reserves. The
sky was clear. The sun was bright;
perfect for viewing one of nature’s
sensational paintings.
Billions of daisies turned their
heads to the sun. Floral carpets of
visual splendour decked hills and
valleys, splashing swathes of colour
that swept the senses to heaven.
These feasts of rioting rainbow
madness were nature’s colour pallets
at their pinnacle best.
On the return journey, we were
treated with another wide-screen
vista for dessert. Miles of hillsides
were decked in bright yellow rapeseed blooms.
It was as if a giant had washed the
earth with scrambled-egg. Ethereal.
Canola oil for cooking is extracted
from rape seed.
And then the evening skies turned
on another technicolour display of
orange clouds and glowing sunlit
heavens. Satiated with soul-food
more splendiferous than any feast,
one can only be thankful for such
blessings.
Sadly, mimbars in mosques are
silent to such displays and sublime

nectars of joy and compassion
deluged on us by the Almighty. They
concentrate on punishment, hell and
damnation. What a loss, what a
tragedy that these flowers bloom
unseen by so many. They are visual

blessings and prayers.
Sight is precious. I am delighted
and thankful to those who care and
preserve the wonders of the Earth.
May Allah shower His mercy on
them.

A Postmasberg daisy is a pollen feast for bees. 		
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The West Coast has once again been blessed with a shower of daisies from
heaven.						
Photo M C D’ARCY

A carpet of rapeseed flowers for canola oil along the West Coast.
Photo M C D’ARCY
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The role and functions of masaajid committees
It is not uncommon to hear about strife
surrounding the administration of our masaajid.
DR ESHAAM PALMER, a constitutional lawyer
and environmental activist, offers guidelines that
would lead to a functional masjid administration
that would benefit the broader community.
A MASJID is the ‘house of
Allah’ and a place of worship
for Muslims. During the early
history of Islam, the imam was
the pivot around whom the
activities of the masjid revolved.
The imam oversaw the
management and functioning
of the masjid, and usually had
assistants, like the muadhin to
help him. Masaajid committees
are a modern development and
grew out of the need to free
up the imam from the growing
administrative duties.
Since
the
establishment
of Islam, rules have evolved
regarding the management and
control of masaajid. Committees
have an important role to play
and must carry out their functions
with integrity and in a principled
manner.
Allah states in Surah Toubah,
verse 18: ‘The masaajid of Allah
are cared for by people who
believe in Allah and the Last Day,
perform prayer, pay zakaah and
fear none but Allah; these are the
rightly guided.’
Masjid committee members
must be of high moral and ethical
stature. A member must be of
good standing in the community
and be a role model to those
around him for it is good manners
that affect people most.
They must be vigilant at
identifying the needs of the masjid
community and try to offer help,
either in the form of material
help or counselling. Generally,
committee members are elected
by the masjid community in
terms of the masjid constitution.
The Prophet (SAW) said: ‘The
most beloved of you to me and
the ones closest to me on the Day
of Judgment will be those who
have the best character and those
who show affection towards the
people, and whom the people

also love.’ This captures the
moral and ethical qualities that a
masjid committee member should
possess.
Committee members must
ensure that the masjid is a centre
for information about Islam
and dawah. They should also
be conversant with methods to
resolve disputes between members
of the masjid community. In other
words, committee members must
be chosen on the basis of their
personal qualities and attributes.
When selecting the members of
the committee, preference should
be given to the needs of the
masjid and Islamic education.
The members should be those
who have imaan and total belief
in, and obedience to Allah and
His Messenger (SAW). It is
important that these qualities
exist on an individual basis so
that the masjid can be operated
in accordance with the principles
of the Quran.
In order to ensure consistency
and
integrity,
committee
members must conduct their
affairs based on the masjid
constitution, which includes
the roles and responsibilities
of the members, the imam’s
responsibilities,
processes
for
conflict
management
and resolution, and all other
important policy matters.

The writer points out that the proper care and administration of the masjid is a Quranic injunction mentioned in Surah
Toubah, verse 18. 								
Photo SHUTTERSTOCK

The roles and functions of
masaajid committees:
• The committee must appoint
suitably qualified office
bearers, including the imam,
muadhin, caretaker etc.
• Although the committee
appoints the imam, it
must support the imam by
not pressuring him, and
understand his worldly needs
in order to ensure that he
can fulfil his role effectively.

• The committee must relieve
him of his administrative
duties and ensure that he has
an income that will allow
him to support himself and
his family. It goes against
the principles of Islam to
expect the imam to accept
a pittance for an income
as this will oblige him to
do additional work to make
ends meet.
• Committees should never
undermine
the
imam,
should
have
regular
meetings with him and
have an open relationship.
Notwithstanding differences
with the imam, the committee
members must always act in
a respectful and principled
manner towards him.
• The imam must guide the
committee regarding issues
relating to the shariah, and
should accept his lead in
this regard. Should there
be significant differences
of views in this regard, a
neutral mediator, consisting
of a learned person(s) or

•

•

•

•

Islamic body should be
engaged to amicably resolve
the differences.
Committee members must
consult with the masjid
community before making
important
decisions;
otherwise it may result in
certain members of the
community not wanting to
attend the masjid.
The committee must respect
the eminent members of the
masjid community and treat
them in a way that reflects
the love and respect the
community has for them.
It is a privilege to hold the
position
of
committee
member, and if the role is
carried out with integrity,
dignity and respect, there
awaits them a handsome
reward from Allah.
The committee should invite
local Muslim businessmen
and businesswomen to
regular meetings to take
advantage of any support
they may be able to offer.
At these meetings, the

committee could discuss its
future plans or challenges
they may have.
• Committee members must
encourage
the
masjid
community to work together
for the benefit of the masjid
and preserve unity amongst
them.
Masaajid committees are a
recent development in respect of
the management and functioning
of masaajid. They should play a
positive and proactive role and
conduct the administrative affairs
of the masjid.
The committee must respect
and protect the imam and ensure
that he is able to carry out his
functions effectively.
Committee members should,
at all costs, avoid friction and
conflict with the imam, and
unless differences are resolved in
an amicable manner, the image of
Islam and Muslims in general will
suffer significant reputational
damage.
Ultimately, Allah will hold to
account those who care for His
house.
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