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AS a result of COVID-19, 
for more than a year, South 
Africans have been in lockdown 
and curbed from the usual 
socialising with friends and 
family, going on holiday and 
worshipping in large groups.

There is hardly a family that 
hasn’t been affected, either 
through loss of income, loss of 
work or/ and loss of a loved one. 
And with the loss of a loved one, 
be it family or friend, there are 
restrictions even in the way in 
which we are allowed to mourn 
that loss.

On the education front, schools 

have not been able to return to 
normal, tertiary institutions are 
largely operating remotely.

In business, many of those who 
are fortunate to still be employed 
are working from home and 
meetings are held virtually. We 
have come to live a ‘new normal’ 
– one where handshakes, hugs and 
large gatherings are discouraged 
or even unlawful.

We have just witnessed another 
Hajj where no persons living 
outside Arabia were allowed to 
travel to Makkah and perform 
the act which is considered the 
pinnacle of a Muslim’s life. And 

we now welcome Muharram, the 
first month of the Hijri calendar, 
the first month of a new year, 
a new beginning. With all the 
pain and hardship many of us 
have endured over the past year, 
what is there that we can look 
forward to? There are many of us 
who have reached a point where 
we are merely ‘going through 
the motions’, ‘hanging in there’ 
some feeling despair, others 
telling themselves ‘this too shall 
pass’. And it will. Along with 
the pandemic, throughout South 
Africa, came the mobilisation of 
communities to support those in 

need. Even with the latest violence 
in Gauteng and KZN, members 
within those communities rallied 
to quell it and are seeking ways 
to address the issues that have 
surfaced.

We are facing trying times but, 
as reflected by some of our writers 
in this edition, there are ways to 
address them. Allah SWT tells 
us in the Quran, ‘Allah does not 
burden a soul beyond that it can 
bear’ (2:286). And to assure us 
even further, Allah tells us, ‘So 
surely with hardship comes ease, 
surely with hardship comes ease.’ 
(Quran 94:5-6).

Understanding the 
Phoenix massacre

According to KZN premier, Sihle 
Zikalala, 23 people died in the Phoenix 

Massacre. He added that police are…
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 …took the form of offering big shares 
to the Afrikaner petit bourgeois and 

transforming the likes of the Ruperts, 
the Ackermans and elements within the 
Broederbond into big capitalist tycoons.
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Muharram: a time 
for renewal and 
learning from the past

Dawn of a new day, a new year: As Muslims enter the new Hijri year, there are many who have experienced hardship and pain through loss of earnings or even loved ones. As many of us resolve to ‘turn over a 
new leaf’ at the start of the Gregorian new year, we can resolve to enter the new Hijri year with new purpose, and resolve to not allow the pain of the past to hamper our plans for the year ahead.
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WHEN looting erupted in South 
Africa on July 9, 2021, many 
neighbourhoods mobilised to 
defend homes, businesses and 
infrastructure. But in Phoenix, 
a suburb in the northern part of 
Durban, KwaZulu-Natal (KZN), 
the unrest became an opportunity 
for racially motivated killings 
of Africans by some Indians.

According to KZN premier, 
Sihle Zikalala, 23 people died in the 
Phoenix Massacre. He added that 
police are investigating 38 murder 
cases related to racial tension in 
eNanda, KwaMashu, Verulam and 
surrounding areas.

‘To defend your property 
against looters is understandable 
but targeting every Black person in 
sight is absolutely unacceptable,’ 
says Shaikh Farkhruddin Owaisi, 
a prominent Islamic scholar and 
lecturer at the International Peace 
College South Africa.

 ‘This horrible situation is 
aggravated by ugly messages 
portraying all Black people as 
‘thieves’, ‘looters’, ‘criminals’ and 
even ‘savages’. This racism nonsense 
needs to stop,’ says Shaikh Owaisi.

‘Statements such as “all Indians 

are racist”, “all Indians hate us” 
and “all Indians want to kill us” 
are also unacceptable and unfair. I 
call upon sane community leaders 
in Durban (Indian and African) to 
take a united stand against racism, 
violence and hate-speech,’ he 
declared.

South African Black Muslims in 
townships are deeply concerned as 
they say it seems to be affecting 
the manner in which Muslims are 
viewed, especially in townships.

The amir (leader) of the Soweto 
Muslim Shura Council, Zayd Langa, 
says that the Phoenix Massacre has 
put black Muslims in the townships 
at risk.

‘This is because our people 
still associate Islam with Indians. 
Mosques in the townships are 
called “isonto lama kula” (Indian 
churches). That is why we must 
be in the forefront to call for these 
vigilantes to be brought to book,’ 
says Amir Langa.

Muallimah Aisha Gwala, who 
runs a madrasah in eNanda, a 
township situated in the north-
western part of Durban, says 
she fears for her life as a Black 
Muslimah living in the township.

‘Black people are angry and 
deeply hurt because they have lost 
their loved ones who died because 

of the colour of their skin. They seek 
revenge and our lives as Muslims 
are in danger because some consider 
every Muslim as an Indian. We are 
also seen as a threat because of the 
fear that we might be sent to kill 
more Black people,’ says Gwala.

Moulana Hamzaa Mbhele says 
that some Black Muslims are also 
victims of this massacre. ‘Another 
Black moulana who tried to call 
for peace in Phoenix was told he is 
a k***** and when other brothers 
heard about this, they left Islam. 
They could not understand how 
some Indian Muslims would say 
such a thing to a Black Muslim. 
There is an ayah of the Quran 
that says oppression is worse than 
slaughter, and some of these Indian 
Muslim brothers are doing both,’ 
says Mbhele.

Zenzokuhle Imaan Xaba, the 
co-founder of Muslimahs On Call, 
says that this incident has increased 
Islamophobia in the townships. ‘We 
are already being faced with being 
told that we are following the very 
same kulas (a derogatory word used 
to refer to Indians) who kill our 
black brothers and sisters,’ she said.

This has also negatively affected 
dawah in the townships.

‘How do I go about giving 
dawah when the response will be, 

“Oh, you’re calling me to leave my 
religion for a religion where I will 
be killed because of the colour of 
my skin.” How do we go to masjids 
when we know at any time they can 
be bombed as part of revenge, asks 
Xaba.

In a press statement, the South 
African Black Muslim Conference 
(SABMC) stated that if the 
perpetrators of this massacre are 
Muslims, it should be known that 
they have acted contrary to the 
teachings of Islam.

‘It would be a gross transgression 
and violation of the Almighty’s law 
on our part to witness such injustice 
carried out against the weak and 
vulnerable and yet choose to remain 
silent. We refuse to be complacent 
in this regard; we demand justice.

‘By calling for justice, we 
advocate for true social justice and 
reconciliation in a true sense. Racism 
is inhumane and evil. Therefore, any 
Indian or persons who participated 
in such acts must face the full might 
of the law,’ stated SABMC.
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Phoenix Massacre’s negative impact on South African Black Muslims

KwaZulu-Natal premier, Sihle Zikalala (right), at the home of Thulasizwe 
Nzimande, an 11-year-old boy who died after allegedly being shot and stoned in 
Phoenix.                                                          Photo: THE WITNESS
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THERE can be few, if any, 
South Africans and fellow 
Africans who would not 
have witnessed in utter 
disbelief the scenes 
that played out in parts 
of KwaZulu-Natal and 
Gauteng during the second 
week of July, this year.
Trucks ferrying vital goods across 
South Africa, shopping malls, 
national infrastructure and local 
businesses were plundered.
The large-scale plundering 
of entire shopping malls and 
businesses is not where it ended.
Subsequent to the plundering, 
a number of the buildings 
and forms of transport were 
destroyed, chiefly by fire.
Several experienced and socially 
engaged writers in this edition 

have taken 
on the challenge of addressing 
this key moment in our post-
apartheid democracy.
These writers’ thoughts must be 
read, discussed, debated with, 
and offered our own insights 
as we grapple with a number 
of issues that this period and 
events throw up for us.
What is useful as we read these 
pieces of writing in this edition is the 
central thought that runs through 
each of the writers’ pens, namely 
that we cannot pin the cause of 
these events on one reason only.
Many have come out and 
said that ‘race’ and racism 
explains what has happened in 
KwaZulu-Natal, for example.
As these writers point out, shocking 
images, video-clips and audio-
clips have demonstrated that the 
influence of our still highly racialised 

living areas are a source of real 
concern as we try to understand 
and deal with these events.
There is little doubt that racism has 
played out during these events. 
Alarming evidence has emerged 
indicating that mobilisation of groups 
of people were indeed around issues 
like ‘race’ and ethnic association.
The extent to which this mobilisation 
was planned, and how it became 
more prominent as residential 
neighbourhoods became 
threatened, will emerge more 
clearly in the days ahead as more 
evidence makes the light of day.
It is necessary to condemn in 
the strongest terms the alleged 
targeting of persons because 
they are perceived to belong to a 
certain ‘race’ of human beings.
As one writer points out in this 
edition, from the time of our late 
President Mandela’s presidency, 

up to the present, the ruling 
party has clung officially to the 
apartheid classification system of 
so-called ‘races’ to define what 
type of South Africans we are.
Voices who called this out at that 
time were publicly humiliated. We 
are witnessing the carnage that 
racialised identities brings with it.
But, importantly, our writers point 
out that underlying all of this is 
the massive impoverishment 
of our people. We have to 
recognise that the violence of 
unemployment brought on by our 
ruling party’s adoption of neoliberal 
economics means that money 
for the people is reduced.
This is being exploited fully by 
those losing power, who have no 
desire to uplift the poor but use 
the poverty that has deepened 
under their terms of office to 
destabilise their opponents.

We have to 
see beyond 
the ‘obvious’
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EBRAHIM MPHUTLANE
WA BOFELO

A HISTORIC background 
is important to put the 
scramble by warring factions 
of capital and factions of the 
social and political elites to 
turn the state into a point of 
accumulation of private wealth.

This is important to free people 
from being turned into cannon 
fodder in the contest between the 
predominately white private sector 
elite and the predominately Black 
state elite and their respective allies, 
transnational capital from the West 
and Asian transnational capital.

One of the peculiar features of 
apartheid South Africa was that the 
blokes who were the champions of 
its policies and programmes, the 

Broederbond and the Afrikaner 
universities, were petit bourgeois rather 
than a bourgeois class with a stake 
in the commanding heights of the 
economy.

This class was, therefore, not 
completely acquainted with the logic 
of capital. It, therefore, thought that 
it was sustainable for local capital 
to flourish in the face of increasing 
pressure for global capital to isolate 
apartheid South Africa.

It is Anglo-American capital 
based in South Africa that was able 
to envisage that a more sustainable 
way of salvaging capital and shielding 
White privilege was a surface 
modification of society through a 
liberal democratic dispensation that 
would allow structural apartheid-
capitalism to flourish under a 
democratic institutional framework.

To bring in their Afrikaner 
counterparts to this logic, the English 
capitalist had to recruit the Afrikaner 
petit bourgeois to the logic of capital 
or a keener comprehension of the 
workings of global capital.

This took the form of offering big 
shares to the Afrikaner petit bourgeois 
and transforming the likes of the 
Ruperts, the Ackermans and elements 
within the Broederbond into big 
capitalist tycoons.

Once recruited in the logic of 
capital and convinced of the protection 
of White privilege under a liberal 
democracy guarded by the African 
comprador bourgeois class, this group 
were on the airbuses to Lusaka to 
discuss a negotiated settlement with the 
African National Congress.

This group enlisted the likes of 
Botha and De Klerk to the reformist 
agenda of a negotiated settlement 
based on power-sharing, guarantee 
of minority rights and guarantee of 
property rights.

The next step was to recruit a section 
of the African and petit bourgeois 
class and/or middle-strata classes 
into the bourgeois ranks through free 
shares and equity deals and the Black 
Economic Empowerment project.

As soon as this tiny section of the 
African upper classes, consisting of 
mostly social and political elites within 
the ANC, SACP and Cosatu, was 

recruited into the logic of capital, it 
became the best defenders of neoliberal 
policies and programmes.

To compete effectively in the dog-
eat-dog world of capitalism, this newly 
established African bourgeois class 
had to engage in divisive capitalist 
practices, such as offshore investments, 
capital flight, tax evasion and all forms 
of super-exploitation of labour and 
denigration of the environment for 
accumulation of private wealth. This 
includes the current president of the 
ANC and of the country, and some 
members of his cabinet.

In this way, an unholy alliance 
between the emergent African 
bourgeois, the largely white private 
sector and capital from the global 
north emerged and blossomed.

The snag was that a section of the 
socio-political elites within the ANC 
that became part of government but 
was not party to the equity deals felt 
excluded in the face of the sudden 
riches and opulence of their ANC 
counterparts.

This group had to turn to the state 
as a point of accumulation. On the 
other hand, the alliance of growing 
African bourgeois, the predominately 
white private sector and Western 
capital wanted in on the loot of the 
state, too. Eastern capital wanted in, 
too. It was only a matter of time for 
the African comprador bourgeois class 

that did not benefit immensely from 
the Codesa, and equity deals to find 
common cause with Eastern capital. 
Naturally, both factions are forced 
to enlist popular demands, social 
issues and nationalist and democratic 
concerns to boost their campaigns.

In the absence of any tangible 
alternative, the masses will remain 
trapped between the two warring 
factions of looters. This effectively 
translates into being trapped between 
the devil and the deep blue sea.

The way out of this morass is 
building and sustaining platforms 
where people critically reflect on their 
lived experiences, explore, share and 
experiment with practical solutions to 
their realities outside of the hierarchies, 
bureaucracies, orthodoxies, dogmas 
and canons of the highly sectarian 
and factionalised conventional political 
parties.

This requires a movement-building, 
coalition-building, united front 
approach that links all forms, methods 
and sites of struggle and activism, 
centred on the lived realities and daily 
struggles of the people on the ground.

Mphutlane wa Bofelo is a poet, 
essayist, social critic, activist and 
political activist.

Visit our website: www.
muslimviews.co.za for an extended 
analysis on the issue by Ebrahim 
Mphutlane Wa Bofelo.

The under-classes have nothing to gain from factional battles of different camps of capital

Nelson Mandela walking with the state president of Nationalist Party-ruled South 
Africa, F W de Klerk, and foreign minister, Pik Botha, on the way to signing the 
Groote Schuur Minute on May 4, 1990. The writer argues that the negotiated 
settlement paved the way for the protection of White capital and sharing the 
spoils with the social and political elites of the ANC, SACP and Cosatu.                                      
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IT has been 16 months since 
COVID-19 was declared a global 
pandemic. During this period, 
it has impacted millions of 
individuals in a variety of ways.

People both nationally and 
globally have and continue to 
suffer financially, physically and 
emotionally due to the pandemic. 
As a result, a large number of 
individuals, regardless of age, 
gender and class, have experienced 
some sort of psychological 
frustration. However, the impact 

on women’s mental health has 
been severe as compared to other 
groups.

This is among the many reasons 
why the Universitas Nahdlatul 
Ulama Indonesia (UNUSIA), 
in conjunction with the Muslim 
Judicial Council (MJC) Women’s 
Forum, held an international 
webinar on women’s health on 
June 29, 2021.

The webinar was hosted just 
after the South African president, 
Cyril Ramaphosa, announced the 
amendment of an adjusted level-4 
lockdown for two weeks due to the 
increase in COVID-19 infections.

Winda Maharani, a clinical 
psychologist and psychology 
lecturer at UNUSIA, one of the 
speakers, stated that it is important 
for women to acknowledge that 
health is not only the absence 
of a disease or infirmity but it 
is complete physical, mental and 
social well-being.

‘Often some women assume 
they are healthy when they are 
physically well, yet they suffer 
from depression and they do not 
seek help or are even aware that 
they are depressed,’ said Maharani.

Despite this, she noted that, 
according to research, women 
have been reported to have a 
lower quality of sleep and greater 

symptoms of insomnia, anxiety, 
depression and trauma when 
compared to males.

‘Sleep and mood disturbances, 
especially in women, increased 
ever since the pandemic started. 
Research also indicates that women 
show a higher level of empathy, 
which indicates an increased 
anxiety level,’ said Maharani.

She also emphasised the 
negative impact social isolation has 
on women’s mental health.

‘Women have been reported to 
have higher stress levels than men 
during the pandemic, and among 
the reasons behind this is because 
the restriction of movement means 
being unable to interact with 
extended family members or even 
friends thus leading to the feeling 
of loneliness. Others even have to 
grieve over the death of loved ones 
in isolation without any support 
structure,’ observed Maharani.

Mualima Khadijah Patel-Allie, 
the head of the MJC Women’s 
Forum, and also a guest speaker, 
highlighted that the issue of 
women’s mental health is not new, 
especially in South Africa.

‘Women’s mental health issues 
have existed even before the 
pandemic and, in some cases, it 
is due to gender-based violence, 
especially here in South Africa,’ 

said Patel-Allie.
She disputed the myth that 

depression is due to an individual’s 
lack of imaan (faith). Some 
Muslim women fear speaking 
or even seeking help regarding 
depression, anxiety or any other 
mental health issue because they 
might be labelled as having weak 
imaan.

‘A mental sickness is just like flu 
or any other sickness and it is not 
caused by an individual’s imaan 
increasing or decreasing but when 
one does not seek help it can affect 
one’s imaan,’ noted Patel-Allie.

Among the solutions she 
suggested was that women 
continuously read the Quran, 
ahadith, seerah and more. ‘This 
is a perfect opportunity for us as 
Muslims to connect with Allah and 
draw courage and strength from 
the Quran,’ she said.

She highlighted the importance 
of regularly checking up on friends 
and loved ones. ‘Calling, texting or 
emailing loved ones regularly helps 
to maintain social connections. 
Loneliness and depression can 
creep up during times of isolation 
so daily communication with your 
network is key,’ advised Patel-
Allie.

Among other solutions 
discussed was the importance 

of taking walks. ‘It is important 
for people to take time every day 
to go outside and get fresh air, 
while being sure to follow social 
distancing guidelines.

‘Whether the walk is 10 minutes 
or 30 minutes, setting up a routine 
that keeps people active and safely 
engaged with the outside world is 
good for both physical and mental 
health,’ said Elmy Bonafita Zahro, 
a psychology student at UNUSIA, 
one of the attendants.

It is also important to maintain 
a healthy diet. Sticking to a 
regular eating schedule maintains 
structure. Extra time at home can 
make it tempting to snack more 
often but adding more food to a 
regular diet can be negative for 
physical and mental health. More 
virtual support groups also need to 
be created.

Lastly, it was recommended 
that getting a good night’s sleep 
is the beginning of fighting mental 
disorders during the pandemic.

‘A regular sleep schedule and 
getting eight hours of sleep is key 
for mental health. If someone is 
no longer going to work in the 
morning, it can be easy to go to 
sleep later, knowing that there is 
no commute. But staying up later 
can affect health and productivity,’ 
said Zahro.
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Webinar throws spotlight on women’s mental health during the pandemic

Winda Maharani, a psychology 
lecturer at UNUSIA, says it is 
important for women to acknowledge 
that health is not only the absence of 
a disease or an infirmity but includes 
mental well-being.                                    
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Imam Husayn 
was martyred at 

the hands of those 
who considered 

themselves 
followers of our 
beloved Prophet 

Muhammad (SAW), 
writes SHAIKH 

SA’DULLAH 
KHAN.

THE tenth of Muharram is 
the day on which, according 
to some reports, Allah saved 
Prophet Musa (AS) from the 
tyrannical and despotic Pharaoh.

There are many pharaoh-like 
authorities who have appeared 
through history, and there were 
also those incorruptible standard-
bearers of justice who had the 
courage of conviction to oppose 
them.

In the post-Prophetic period, 
one such courageous person was 
Imam Husayn. He took on the 
corruption of the despotic Yazid 
and laid down his life on the tenth 

of Muharram, in 61 AH (680 CE).
That event serves as a 

milestone in the history of the 
faithful: the martyrdom of Prophet 
Muhammad’s (SAW) beloved 
grandson, at Karbala, in Iraq.

It must be remembered that 
the valiant Prophet Moses did not 
fight Pharaoh to become king, 
neither did the righteous Imam 
Husayn take on the army of the 
corrupt Yazid merely to replace 
the caliph.

The efforts of Prophet Musa and 
Imam Husayn were in fulfilment of 
a moral obligation which serves as 
a universal message that has left 
a lasting legacy of struggle and 
resistance against corruption and 
injustice.

The lesson in their struggle is 
not only that they were prepared to 
fight for what is right but were also 
willing to die for it – selflessness 
not selfishness, humility not ego, 
principle not power.

Such Musawi and Husayni 
struggle has always raged in a 
corrupted world. As Allama Iqbal 
said, ‘Ever since the beginning, two 
opposing forces have been at war 
– virtue and vice. Thus, Prophet 
Musa rose against Pharoah and 
Shabbir (Imam Husayn) rose 

against Yazid.’
The tragedy at Karbala was 

compounded as it was the massacre 
of the progeny of the final prophet 
of Allah; that family of the prophet 
of whom Allah invokes us through 
the Quran: ‘Say (to the people, 
O Muhammad)! I ask of you no 
reward except that you love my 
family.’ (Quran 42:23)

It was regarding this Quranic 
verse that Imam Shaafi’i wrote 
in his poetry; ‘O Family of the 
Prophet! Allah has made it 
obligatory on us in the Quran to 
love you.

It is a matter of pride for you 
that without saluting you our 
salutations (salawaat) are invalid.’

Karbala witnessed the killing of 
that Husayn of whom the Prophet 
said, ‘Husayn is from me and I am 
from Husayn. Allah loves whoever 
loves Husayn.’ (Sunanal-Tirmidhi)

Yet, Imam Husayn was 
martyred at the hands of those who 
considered themselves followers of 
our beloved Prophet Muhammad 
(SAW), those who claimed to 
act in the name of Islam, yet 
unremorsefully and shamelessly, 
were prepared to obliterate its true 
exponent; those who (like so many 
today) are prepared to kill for 

Islam yet are unable to live by it.
Yes, Imam Husayn was 

martyred at the hands of those 
who would kiss the Black Stone 
(because the Prophet kissed it) yet 
they mercilessly cut off the precious 
head of that dear grandson of the 
Prophet, a head which the Prophet 
so often caressed and kissed with 
affection.

We must reflect on that 
poignant moment, on the 10th 
day of Muharram 61 AH (680 
CE) just before Asr prayer, when 
Imam Husayn stood on a sand 
dune at Karbala, blood flowing all 
over his body, having lost virtually 
everything and burying his dear 
infant child. Turning in every 
direction calling out to? Surely he 
was not expecting anyone there to 
come to his aid since those whom 
he had relied upon had already 
betrayed him?

Perhaps it was a call to people 
of conscience of every period, every 
generation in every land. It was a 
call for help against corruption, 
which everywhere, in every age, 
rears its ugly head to suppress 
justice and undermine the truth.

We bade farewell in Dhil-
Hijjah to the old year by 
celebrating Prophet Ibrahim’s 

(AS) commitment to Allah, 
characterised by his valour against 
Nimrud, and proven through his 
willingness to sacrifice his patient 
son, Prophet Ismail (AS).

Now we welcome the new 
year through Muharram by 
commemorating the martyrdom 
of Prophet Muhammad’s beloved 
grandson, Imam Husayn, who 
fought to uphold the principles 
of his grandfather, Prophet 
Muhammad (SAW), and his great 
forefather, Prophet Ibrahim (AS).

The commemoration of 
Ashura on the 10th of Muharram 
every year serves to remind us 
of the sacrifices of the righteous 
throughout our glorious history – 
from Prophet Musa (AS) through 
Imam Husayn (RA).

It reconnects us with our 
spiritual and moral legacy, making 
us aware of the people, then and 
now, who bravely stood up for 
what was right. More than that, it 
exposes those who watched what 
was happening, knew what was 
right, and yet, did nothing.

How many are there, even 
today, who shy away not only 
from mentioning the struggle at 
Karbala but from the very memory 
of Imam Husayn? God forbid that 
we ever become of those shameful 
ones who dare to forget.

Shaikh Sa’dullah Khan is the 
CEO of Islamia College.

Ashura: may we never forget
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THE COVID-19 pandemic 
continues to have negative 
financial ramifications 
on everyone.
Women are no exception 
to the effect of this scourge. 
Breadwinners have lost their jobs; 
some are experiencing salary cuts 
or have even lost their lives, and 
this has resulted in an increase 
of women having to feed their 
children or grandchildren.

To counter this devastating 

situation, more women are either 
aspiring to or already own small 
enterprises. This is among the 
reasons that inspired Awqaf SA, 
in partnership with Siyafunda 
Community Technology Centre 
(CTC), to host a women’s virtual 
workshop on digital marketing 
titled: #SheMeansBusiness, on July 
12, 2021.

Awqaf SA project facilitator, 
Hasanain Abdullah, said that the 
workshop is hosted annually ever 
since its inception in 2019.

He added that of all the 
workshops hosted under this 
initiative, this year’s workshop was 
the best because it helped equip 
women with digital marketing 
skills that are important for  
businesses to survive, especially 
during the pandemic.

Women from most parts of 
South Africa and other countries 
attended the virtual workshop. 
This created an avenue for 
networking among the women 
and they were able to not only 
learn from each other but to be 
inspired and encouraged in their 
respective business journeys.

‘Throughout the years, the 
#SheMeansBusiness workshops 
would be held physically in 
different parts of South Africa, 

such as Ladysmith, Durban, 
Johannesburg, Langa, Khayelitsha 
and many more. The reason for this 
would be so we can reach a wide 
range of women from different 
backgrounds,’ said Abdullah.

He noted that in most instances, 
entrepreneurs who have just 
started their businesses cannot 
afford print advertising because 
it is costly, and it yields lesser 
customers than digital marketing.

‘It is therefore important to 
have a proper understanding of 
how to utilise the digital marketing 
platforms such as Facebook and 
Instagram for business because 
when you’re unable to operate 
the platforms then your customer 
base will definitely not increase,’ 
he said.

He added that the country 
does not have enough effective or 
sustainable programmes to sustain 
entrepreneurs. ‘So, if you support 
an entrepreneur and they are able 
to employ people then you have 
not only imparted knowledge that 
feeds one family but you have 
opened an opportunity for job 
creation.’

The workshop facilitator, 
Bibi Fatima Patel, said that it is 
important that when using any 
of the social media platforms as 

a means to market your product, 
you need to know whether you’re 
on the right track or you need to 
take a detour. She emphasised the 
importance of being able to gauge 
your input versus your outcome.

‘You need to be able to 
understand that if you’re putting 
100 per cent effort then your 
customers at the far end must also 
receive it as 100 per cent and be 
able to respond to your effort.

‘This can be achieved by being 
cognizant of your target market, 
their age group and gender, what 
they like, what time are they likely 
to pay attention to their social 
media and what are the latest 
trends that might interest them,’ 
advised Patel.

Facebook as a tool that has 
assisted thousands of businesses 
worldwide to recover from 
lockdown was discussed in detail. 
‘There have been quite a lot of 
success stories of entrepreneurs 
using Facebook insight in order 
to understand not just their target 
audience but to understand people 
on Facebook and then be in a better 
position to market effectively and 
efficiently,’ said Patel. 

Lodovica Gordon, who 
was among the participants, 
said that she was grateful for 

the opportunity. ‘I am new to 
digital marketing but through this 
workshop, I have learnt quite a 
lot.’

Azraa Saleh, an architectural 
designer from A Squared Designs 
who was also a participant, said 
that she loved the concept of 
the workshop. ‘The workshop is 
amazing. I really appreciate the 
effort of everyone who made it 
possible, and I am so inspired.’

She said that it was lovely 
meeting all empowering 
businesswomen, and looks 
forward to collaborating with 
some of them in future.

Mel Miller, a participant who 
specialises in fridge desserts in 
Mitchells Plain, said that she was 
thankful to Awqaf and Siyafunda 
CTC for imparting digital 
marketing skills that she can use 
for any aspect of her business.

‘These two organisations did 
not just only give us knowledge 
but they went out of their way to 
ensure that we are able to access it 
by providing us with over R40 to 
buy data,’ acknowledged Miller.

Awqaf SA and Siyafunda CTC 
are planning more workshops 
under this initiative to share more 
knowledge on different aspects of 
business.

Awqaf SA’s digital marketing workshop empowers women

SheMeansBusiness workshop 
facilitator, Bibi Fatimah Patel, 
conducting the Awqaf SA 2020 
workshop.                  Photo AWQAF SA
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‘I RECALL sitting in the hospital 
bed and asking God to either 
take me or save me and use 
my life as a means to help 
the needy. I had lost all hope 
and felt my time had come to 
leave this world. But because 
of Allah’s mercy, today I am 
alive and serving the needy,’ 
says Puleka Shakira Ndalo.

Ndalo, who reverted to Islam a 
year ago, says Islam brought peace, 
harmony and contentment into her 
life. Born and raised in the Eastern 
Cape, in former Transkei, into a 
Catholic family, Ndalo always felt 
a sense of spiritual incompleteness 
before she embraced Islam.

‘I would go to church for a period 
of time and then stop going because 
I felt I was just going because it was 
the only church I was taught at home 
but I would starve from spiritual 
upliftment,’ says Ndalo.

In her teenage years, Ndalo and 
her parents moved to Cape Town, 
Driftsands, which is where she 
decided to try out other churches but 
the feeling of spiritual disconnect was 

still present.
‘The only religion I knew was 

Christianity so my search which was 
influenced by this huge need for 
spiritual upliftment that I myself did 
not know revolved around Christian 
churches,’ she relates.

‘A few years later, I got tired 
and decide just to worship God and 
not belong to any church. It was 
during this time that I was diagnosed 
with kidney failure. I could not find 
anyone to donate a kidney to me. 
I was always on dialysis, and I felt 
like every moment a part of me was 
slowly shredding into pieces but I 
had to act strong for my family.

‘I stayed in hospital for three 
years and during this time, Imam 
Yaseen Kotana, who stays at 
Driftsands Masjid, which is situated 
just opposite my home, would visit 
me at hospital and every time he 
came, I would be shocked at this man 
wearing a dress and praying in this 
language I could not understand,’ 
relates Ndalo.

She says that although she could 
not understand the moulana’s prayer, 
listening to it gave her a sense of hope. 
‘After years of being on dialysis, 
I gradually healed. The doctors 

discharged me and when I was at 
home during the national lockdown 
level-5, I noticed that Imam Kotana 
would wake up early in the morning 
and distribute bread to the needy. I 
then decided to join him as a way of 
giving back to the community.

‘Whenever I helped him, I would 
reflect on the prayer I made in 
hospital and would feel happy. It 
was also during this time that my 
misconceptions about Islam were 
cleared. I continued lending a helping 
hand and I was amazed at the fact 
that not once was I excluded because 
I was not a Muslim. I realised that 
Muslims were welcoming, and loving 
people and they did not force anyone 
to become a Muslim,’ says Ndalo.

She also says one day Imam 
Kotana sat her down and briefly 
explained what Islam was and what 
it meant to be a Muslim. ‘I went 
home, and I thought long and hard 
and came to a resolution that I 
wanted to be a Muslimah. The next 
day, I went to Moulana and told him 
I want to take shahadah.

‘I will never forget that day 
in my life because on that day, I 
found myself. After my excitement, 
the journey of acquiring knowledge 
began and it became overwhelming 
but with the help of Imam Kotana, I 
overcame my fears and other negative 
thoughts about my spiritual journey,’ 
says Ndalo.

She recalls that among the biggest 

tests she encountered as a Muslimah 
was the death of her mother just 
a week after she embraced Islam. 
‘I was left shattered, and some 
people expected me to go back to 
Christianity for comfort but with the 
grace of Allah, Islam helped me heal.

‘I got to learn about the aakhirah 
and this served as motivation for me 
to acquire more knowledge about 
Islam and also share it with my 
family with hopes that it also inspires 
them like it inspired me.’

People in the community who do 
not understand Islam discouraged 
her but through the guidance of 
Allah and her self-determination she 
ignored them. ‘Before I embraced 
Islam, I used to like wearing mini-
skirts but Islam taught me the 
importance of covering yourself as 
a woman.

‘Most people who knew me said 
I would not even survive a week 
wearing like Indians. Some people 
became distant and started treating 
me negatively but I was not bothered 
because the masjid gave me the 
support I needed. But I continuously 
engage with them and try to teach 
them the little bit I know about 
Islam.’

Ndalo is currently engaged in 
dawah work in her community. 
‘Whenever I give dawah, I always 
tell people that Islam is about 
acquiring the Islamic knowledge, 
understanding, believing and 

worshipping Allah.
‘This process takes time 

and therefore needs patience, 
perseverance and self-determination. 
Part of understanding Islam is also 
being aware that it is not there to 
make life difficult but it is there to 
make life in this world and in the 
hereafter easy,’ she notes.

She says that she is grateful to 
Allah for not just answering her 
prayers but for gifting her the gift 
of Islam.

Imam Kotana says that Ndalo 
is an inspiration to not only non-
Muslims but also to Muslims. ‘She 
continues to be very helpful to not 
only the masjid and Muslims but she 
is a pillar of the community,’ says 
Imam Kotana.

An inspirational
journey to Islam

Puleka Shakira Ndalo’s journey to 
Islam is an inspirational one.                                       

Photo SUPPLIED
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THE beauty of life is found in 
simplicity, like the laughter of 
children or the smell of summer 
rain. It is that joyful feeling 
when your grandchildren run 
into your arms with warm 
smiles. It is also the ability 
to love and to be loved.

There is so much to be thankful 
for. As we enter the new Islamic 
Year 1443 AH, we do so with 
greater appreciation and gratitude. 
Let our motto for this year be: 
gratitude is our attitude.

As the COVID-19 pandemic 
spread across the world and 
changed the landscape, it has 
brought along many valuable 
lessons. One of them is to 
acknowledge and appreciate all 
our loved ones.

Sadly, so many family, 

community members and friends 
have succumbed to COVID-
19. Shanaaz Parker was one of 
our near and dear who passed 
away due to this virus. She was 
accredited to perform her fard 
Hajj in 2020 but was unable to do 
so. Allah knows best.

Shanaaz was a culinary expert, 
an author, a TV and radio 
presenter and an entrepreneur. 
She partnered with Ramadaan 
Kareem, Muslim Views and 
various other sponsors and donors 
on a project in 2006 called Hajj: 
The Timeless Journey.

They successfully selected 10 
hujaaj from all over South Africa, 
to experience their dream of 
performing their fard Hajj. This 
was realised through the sales of 
her Indulge recipe book.

Before Shanaaz Parker returned 
to Allah in December 2020, her 
last wish was the continuation of 
Hajj: The Timeless Journey. Her 
daughter, Rehana Parker Sayed, 
is now leading this project to send 
deserving hujaaj on their fard Hajj 
in 2022/23.

This is to be realised through 
the sales of the recipe books, 
Fusion, Indulge, Innovativ’ and 
the eight books of the Indulge 
Recipe Collection. This falls under 
the banner of ‘The Shanaaz Parker 
Legacy Projects’. Muslim Views 
and Radio 786 are proud partners 
to this project.

Hajj 2021 was limited to 
residents of all nationalities 
and citizens inside the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia. According to 
Haramain.Info, a total of 58 518 
hujaaj completed their Hajj. May 
Allah accept their Hajj, ameen. 
This was conducted under strict 
COVID-19 protocol conditions.

There was a marked increase 
of hujaaj compared to Hajj 2020. 
As the vaccine roll-out continues, 
more information will be revealed 
regarding Hajj 2022. May Allah 
continue to guide us.

So, I again ask: where does this 
leave Hajj: The Timeless Journey? 

The answer remains the same. We 
will continue with our amaanah, 
do our due diligence and ‘tie our 
camel’.  It is our niyyah that the 
selected hujaaj will receive an all-
expenses paid Hajj in 2022/23, 
which include air tickets, airport 
taxes, accommodation, food and 
spending money.

We call on businesses who 
would like to become part of 
this project to contact Rehana 
Parker Sayed on 083 4444 342 
or email hajjthetimelessjourney@
gmail.com

Our community outreach 
initiative can be supported in the 
following two ways.

1) Purchase a set of four 
Indulge Recipe Collection 
books at R99 from the 
following outlets: Spar 
Stores (Kromboom, Ottery, 
Grassy Park, Groote Schuur, 
Kensington, Strandfontein); Big 
Boy Crockery (Lansdowne); 
Sawants Creations (Rylands); 
Chickro (Grassy Park and 
Parow); Rehana Parker 
Sayed on 083 4444 342.                                          
From the sales of these books, 
we will be realising the Hajj 
dreams of those less fortunate. 
All net proceeds raised from the 
sale of the books will be used 
to finance the Hajj of a number 
of deserving hujaaj who are 

unable to afford the costs of 
this sacred journey. We have 
raised R110 000 to date.    

2) Nominate a deserving 
family member or friend using 
the following criteria: 60 years 
and older; has not performed 
Hajj before; has made niyyah 
to perform Hajj; has applied 
for Hajj accreditation through 
Sahuc; has the COVID-19 
vaccine; is financially not 
able to afford the cost of the 
Hajj.             Email nominations 
to hajjthetimelessjourney @
gmail.com 

Follow us on Instagram and 
Facebook
It is the new Islamic year, 

the month of Muharram. It is 
a time of renewal and for new 
beginnings. We invite you to 
nominate a deserving individual, 
albeit a family member, friend, 
colleague or community worker. 
Be that small miracle and become 
part of the nomination process. 
Be courageous and nominate with 
kindness to build a new beginning 
for someone who has made their 
niyyah to perform their fard Hajj 
but who are not financially by the 
means to do so.

The selection panel of Hajj: 
The Timeless Journey places its 
trust in Allah, for Allah knows 
best.

Purchase a set of four Indulge Recipe Collection books at R99 and you will be 
contributing towards sending a person on Hajj.                              Photo SUPPLIED
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THE devastating effects of 
COVID-19 has significantly 
escalated the threat to 
women’s safety, security 
and access to justice, and 
further increased gender-
based violence (GBV) cases.

Despite progressive and victim-
centric legislation, GBV victims 
rarely see justice due to severe 
deficiencies in the justice system 
that fail to provide victims the 
protection to which they are entitled 
by law, and this has increased 
during the pandemic.

‘We all need to take a stand 
against violence in our society. 
Notions of “what happens at home 
stays at home when there is abuse 
involved” needs to be challenged so 
that we collectively increase safety 
for GBV victims.

‘We all perpetuate norms by 
omission if we don’t jointly stand 
up against them. We need to call 
out sexist behaviour, call out rape 
culture, stop victim-blaming and 
hold perpetrators accountable,’ 
asserts acting executive director 
of Lawyers against Abuse (LvA), 
Rethabile Mosese.

While training as a lawyer, 
LvA’s founder, Bonita Meyersfeld, 
volunteered at an organisation 
providing support to victims of 
GBV. She fielded calls from women 
who had been victims of abuse and 
offered them legal advice.

Women spoke of feeling trapped, 
scared and, in some instances, had 
been failed by the justice system. 
In those moments, Meyersfeld 
felt helpless as she could do no 
more than explain that what was 
happening to them was wrong both 
in life and in law.

‘Their shock learning that 
abuse was both wrong and 
illegal confirmed what lawyers, 
psychologists and activists in the 
field of GBV have known for 
decades: the problem is not a 
case-by-case issue. The problem is 
systemic.

‘While the perpetrators of this 
abuse are guilty, so too is the system 
that legitimises and normalises 
violence against women and girls 
in the sanctity and safety of their 
homes, workplaces and schools,’ 
says Mosese.

This realisation led to the 
formation of LvA, in 2011, a non-
profit organisation (NPO) where 
GBV victims receive integrated 

legal and psychosocial support 
from trained professionals who 
have a deeper understanding of 
the systemic nature of GBV, in 
Diepsloot and Orange Farm.

Among the services LvA 
provides are assisting GBV victims 
in securing protection orders and 
pursuing criminal cases of sexual 
violence and assault, trauma 
debriefing, individual and group-
based therapy and counselling.

In addition, ‘LvA’s multi-
disciplinary team does not only 
provide GBV victims with holistic 
legal and psychosocial support 
services but they also continuously 
strive to strengthen the justice 
system’s response to GBV and 
empower communities around their 
legal rights,’ claims Mosese.

The LvA has had an enormous 

impact on the community, especially 
during this pandemic.

‘To date, LvA has provided 
critical support to over 1 338 GBV 
victims in Diepsloot, including 
assisting 713 clients with protection 
orders, supporting 309 clients 
pursuing criminal cases, and 
providing 502 clients with over 2 
500 therapy sessions...

‘LvA also launched a project with 
the overall objective to improve 
access to justice for GBV victims 
amidst the COVID-19 pandemic 
and a sub-objective of empowering 
community members to realise 
available legal rights and remedies 
in cases of GBV,’ says Mosese.

‘My dream is to live in a world 
where LvA services are not needed. 
Sadly, we have a long way to go. 
Until then, we need to ensure that 

those experiencing violence have 
access to comprehensive support 
services like those provided by 
LvA…

‘Government needs to allocate 
funds to community-based 
organisations doing critical work 
on the ground. We need to train 
our state actors … on gender-
based violence and trauma to limit 
secondary victimisation,’ she added.

She also emphasised the need 
for continuous awareness of GBV. 
‘We need to raise awareness about 
gender-based violence all year 
round … at our schools, religious 
gatherings and in our homes.’

She encourages women to reach 
out. ‘To women out there facing 
GBV, you are not alone. And what 
is happening to you or what has 
happened to you is not your fault, 
it is wrong.

There are individuals and 
organisations out there that are 
ready and willing to help. Speak 
out and keep speaking out until you 
find the help that you need,’ urges 
Mosese.

LvA advises individuals and 
organisations on legal remedies, 
legal procedures for protection 
orders and criminal cases related 
to GBV. You can contact LvA via 
the website: www.lva.org.xa; email: 
info@lva.org.za; Tel: 0720311840; 
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter: 
Lawyers against Abuse

LvA continues to work
tirelessly to support GBV victims

Lawyers against Abuse (LvA) acting executive director, Rethabile Mosese, says 
improving access to justice for gender-based violence victims is one of the major 
objectives of the NGO. (Note: This is a staged photo due to client confidentiality).

                                       Photo LAWYERS AGAINST ABUSE
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THE Imam Abdullah Haron 
Education Trust (IAHET) 
is saddened by the loss of 
our colleague and friend, 
Saamsodein Pather, who 
passed away on Monday, July 
5, 2021, at the age of 70.

Shams, as he was affectionately 
known, was a founder member 
of the IAHET, which launched 
in September 2005, and played 
a key role in the drafting of the 
organisation’s trust deed.

In keeping with his style of  
maintaining a low profile while 
being hands-on behind the 
scenes, Shams declined several 
opportunities to be appointed 

a trustee and even chair of the 
IAHET.

‘We are saddened by the loss of 
a valuable colleague like Shams, 
who in many ways was the moral 
beacon of our organisation’s 
governance structures. He was 
uncompromising and principled 
about good governance,’ said 
IAHET chairperson, Ebrahim 
Mohamed.

‘Even during the time when 
he stepped back from active 
involvement in the trust due to 
the debilitating nature of his 
illness, Shams still diligently read 
the minutes of our meetings 
and delivered valuable and 
characteristically wise input when 
required.

‘We were comforted by the 
knowledge that his door was 
always open to dispense his wisdom 
whenever we approached him.

‘Whilst his considerable 
achievements in his business career 
were undoubtedly remarkable and 
have rightly been lauded, I have 
been privileged to know Shams the 
generous, kind and “true human” 
for the past 37 years.

‘His empathy with the 
downtrodden and marginalised 
sections of humanity spurred him 
to act – and act he did, with 

a principled, thoughtful and 
compassionate demeanour,’ 
Mohamed added.

Shams was passionate about 
making a difference in the field 
of early childhood development 
in marginalised communities. He 
often visited centres supported 
by the IAHET in informal 
settlements and assisted in securing 
sponsorships, while always 
avoiding any potential conflict of 
interest.

Rhiedewaan Allie, director of 
the Foundation for Community 
Work (FCW), an ECD organisation 
supported by the IAHET, recalled 
a meeting with Shams and his 
IAHET colleague, Yusuf Patel.

‘I remember us discussing the 
relevance of our work and the way 
forward. We will fondly remember 
Shams for his concern and 
commitment to make a difference 
in the lives of young children, their 
development and education to 
overcome poverty in marginalised 
communities.’

Eric Atmore, director of 
the Centre for Early Childhood 
Development, another of the 
IAHET’s ECD partners, said: 
‘Shams embodied all that is 
good about people. I enjoyed his 
positivity and his down-to-earth 

common sense. Despite his status 
as a leader in the business field, he 
was not flashy at all. South Africa 
has lost a valued son.’

After graduating with a Bachelor 
of Business Science degree from the 
University of Cape Town, in 1973, 
Shams completed a BComm (Hons) 
and MBA at the same institution.

He worked in the asset 
management industry for more 
than three decades, holding senior 
executive positions at Norwich 
Union, Colonial Mutual Life 
Assurance Company, Southern 
Life and Real Africa Asset 
Management.

More recently, he was chairman 
of Coronation Fund Managers, 
and served on the boards of 
Lungisa Investment Holdings and 
Kagiso Tiso Holdings. He was 
also a member of the UCT Joint 
Investment Council.

He was appointed to the Oceana 
Group Limited Board in 1996, 
and dedicated 24 years to the the 
business.

‘Shams served the board with 
diligence and integrity, and left an 
indelible mark on all who interacted 
with him. The board pays tribute 
to a leader, a colleague and a 
friend. He will be sorely missed,’ 
said Mustaq Brey, chairman of 

Oceana Group Limited.
In their tribute, Oceana said: 

‘… Shams was highly respected, 
extremely dedicated and always 
made time to share his views and 
knowledge with others.

He was the voice of reason, 
always providing thoughtful 
and considered feedback with 
a thorough understanding of 
Oceana’s business and the broader 
fishing sector.

‘He was also well-known for his 
sharp mind, attention to detail and 
standing his ground when he had a 
strong opinion.’

Oceana Group CEO, Imraan 
Soomra, added: ‘Shams epitomised 
the qualities of a good leader. 
He possessed great wisdom, the 
utmost respect for people and had 
a wonderful sense of humour.

‘He led with integrity and 
humility, and we could reach out 
to him at any time for advice and 
always a balanced view. He has 
left a legacy and will always be 
remembered for it.’

The IAHET, on behalf of all 
our partners and beneficiaries, 
conveys its sincere condolences and 
heartfelt sympathies to Shams’s 
widow, Fozia, children Fazlul, 
Nadia and Raeesa, and his four 
grandchildren.

IAHET and investment industry lose a ‘servant leader of integrity’

The Imam Abdullah Haron Education 
Trust and the investment industry, 
with the passing of Saamsodein 
‘Shams’ Pather, lost a person who 
served with integrity and who 
demanded accountability.                                      
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VOCAL Tunes of the Cape 
presents an online nasheed 
concert that aims to inspire 
youth and the Muslim 
community at large.

Nasheed is a form of inspirational 
dawah that is rendered vocally, either 
a cappella (only voices) or with 
instruments. Also, it is a devotional 
song sung in solo or as a group.

Nasheeds are popular in the 
Islamic world and sung in the Arabic 
language, English or Urdu. The 
content usually makes reference to 
Islamic beliefs, motivation, history, 
religion and praises upon our beloved 
prophets (peace be upon them).

In addition to the nasheed 
performance, the daf (drum-like 
instrument) is commonly used. 
This was the most popular musical 
instrument in the time of our Prophet 
Muhammad (SAW).

The Cape Town community 
is blessed to have many talented 
nasheed artists inspiring our youth, 
which includes popular groups 
and solo artists from within our 
community.

The pandemic has changed the 
entertainment industry, globally. 
Our new normal is virtual. Virtual 
streaming allows one to enjoy a 

show in the comfort of one’s own 
home.

In light of this, Aspire Promotions, 
in collaboration with Africa Rise 
Youth Development Project, has put 
together an exclusive online nasheed 
concert for the Muslim community.

Aspire Promotions has been 
producing and hosting several events 
for the community, ranging from 
business promotions to entertainment 
and event planning services.

This idea came about as a result 
of a discussion around the Islamic 
entertainment industry, which needs 
a lot of support within South Africa.

Africa Rise Youth Development 
Project, which was established in 
2018, aims to positively contribute 
towards the development of the 
spiritual, psychological and physical 
wellbeing of South Africa’s youth. 
This is done by coaching youth 
through vocal and daf (drum) 
training. The academy is under the 
leadership of Amaanullah Mohamed.

Let’s take a journey to discover 
the backgrounds on our talented 
Islamic artists in Cape Town.

Omar Abrahams, aged 36, born 
and raised in Cape Town, started 
his singing career at the age of 14 
and became inspired to join other 
nasheed groups through his career. 
He has now progressed to become 

a solo nasheed artist, which was 
his goal from an early age. Omar 
has already launched several Islamic 
music videos on YouTube and social 
media.

Qaeed Davids, studied hifdh 
at Ibn al-Jazary Institute, under 
Shaikh Abdurashied Brown (RA). 
He also studied Quran and tajweed 
under Shaikh Abdul Aziz Brown. 
Thereafter, he studied under the 
leadership of Shaikh Ismail Londt, 
at the Darul Ubay Institute, as well 
as under the leadership of Moulana 
Saleem Gabie, at Al Tanzil Institute.

Through his Quran journey, 
he was inspired with nasheed and 
the beautiful melody of Quran. 
He participated in various qiraah 
competitions and took 1st place 
in the national Cape Town qiraah 
competition. Later in his career, 
he participated in another qiraah 
competition in Iran and achieved 6th 
place out of 200 participants.

‘Muhabbat’ means ‘love’ – a 
bond that has kept four gentlemen 
together for over 20 years. It all 
began in 1996 when Ashraf, Siraaj, 
Ganodien and Tougeed got together 
and formed the RnB group called 
‘Shee Boom’. The group decided 
to further their careers by touring 
Spain.

Years later, they reconnected and 

formed Muhabbat, a four-piece a 
cappella, faith-inspired group with 
Tasleem Karriem as their producer 
and mentor.

Aswaatul Islam is a group that 
was established at Darul Arqam 
Islamic High School. They have 
been in existence for eight years and 
currently consists of 10 members. 
The group has performed at many 
big Islamic events and has also 
participated in nasheed competitions.

Sautur-Rayhaan was established 
in October 2013. The group is 
from Mitchells Plain and has made 
regular stage appearances in Cape 
Town, including the Annual High 
School Nasheed Competition. They 
launched a music video in 2019.

In our current times, when the 
younger generation has so little time 
to study the teachings and history of 
Islam, nasheed plays an important 
role in the upliftment of their imaan. 
The basic purpose of nasheed is to 
spread the message of Islam and 
peace; and what can be a better 
way than Islamic music, which has 
the power to conquer the mind and 
soul?

In different countries, with 
different languages, among different 
races and people of different beliefs, 
the soulful music of nasheed has not 
only attracted people but has also 

been able to spread the teachings 
of Islam throughout the globe. This 
production aims to uplift the viewers 
spiritually and bring us closer to the 
remembrance of the Almighty.

The MSA Cape’s partnership in 
this event allows youth from all 
MSA (Muslim Students Association, 
Western Cape) campuses to promote 
unity among youth and facilitate 
the spreading of the message of 
peace and love for nasheed. MSA 
Cape strives to uphold the principles 
of shuraa, proper planning and 
communication, openness and 
transparency.

The production team for this event 
is directed by Aspire Promotions, 
Africa Rise Youth Development 
Project, TK Studios by Tasleem 
Karriem and Inspired Creative 
Works (Shahied Johaadien). Filmed 
at the Joseph Stone Auditorium, in 
Athlone.

Media partners are Radio 786, 
Muslim Views, Hijazi Channel and 
Ahlus Sunnah Media Network. It 
is sponsored by Mother of Plain 
food emporium, Damascus Middle 
Eastern Cuisine & Shisha Lounge.

Tickets for the show can be 
purchased on Quicket.co.za for 
Only R 120 per family (Including 
a digital CD track). For further 
enquiries on this event, email events@
aspirepromotions.co.za or contact 
Amaanullah on 082 265 0825.

Nasheed evening in the comfort of your own home

Vocal Tunes of the CapeVocal Tunes of the CapeVocal Tunes of the Cape
VIRTUAL NASHEED CONCERT

Date:03 September 2021   Ticket: R120 per family 

MEDIA 
PARTNERS

(Includes a digital CD + Bonus Track)Book on :

Qaeed Davids
Muhabbat 

Sautur-Rayhaan 
Aswaatul-Islam 
Omar Abrahams 

Featuring:

Date:03 September 2021   TDate:03 September 2021   T
Time: 8 PM 
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Abraham 
Accords: a pact 
with the devil
THE irony of the United States-
brokered Abraham Accords, 
also referred to as the Peace 
Agreements, is that the signatory 
parties are not in conflict with 
each other!

The conflict present with 
the signatory countries is the 
continuous assault on fellow 
Muslims. But if the terror on fellow 
Muslims were of importance, there 
would be no Abraham Accords.

The Arab countries who agreed 
to the US and Israeli-brokered 
peace deals were the United Arab 
Emirates and Bahrain. Morocco, 
Sudan and Oman followed later. 
The signing spectacle witnessed 
completion on September 15, 2020.

In retrospect, on Israel’s agenda, 
the continuous 14-year air, sea and 
land blockade, the expulsion of 
the residents of Sheikh Jarrah, the 
annexation of the West Bank, the 
present bombardment on peaceful 
worshippers in Al Aqsa mosque 
and the Palestinians territories.

The plan to annex the West 
Bank was agreed to be delayed, not 
abandoned. The 14-year blockade 

has destroyed and continues to 
destroy the lives, economy and 
infrastructure with the imposed 
restriction on the movement of 
goods and people.

The burning question is: Did 
Bahrain and the UAE have the 
leverage to address these pertinent 
issues?

Bahrain and the UAE 
compromised on brotherly values 
for no explicit concession.

Sudan entered the Peace 
Agreement on September 26, 2020, 
and Morocco, in December 2020. 
Both these countries were dangled 
a carrot, and some arm-twisting 
seems part of the deal.

Sudan was removed from the list 
of ‘State Sponsors of Terrorism’, 
lifting sanctions and relief of debt. 
Morocco received recognition of 
its claim over Western Sahara from 
the United States.

Oman’s agreement in November 
2020 followed a statement on 
‘committed to peace between Israel 
and the Palestinians based on a 
two-state solution’.

The UAE leapt at the prospect 
of an increase in economic 
opportunities. History shows us 
the UAE on a path to constructing 
the biggest and the tallest. In 
1971, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 

Nahyan referred to Israel as ‘the 
enemy’. What turned foe to friend?

Five months after the signing 
of the Peace Agreement/ Abraham 
Accord in the US, the Israeli 
military conducted airstrikes in the 
Gaza Strip. The strikes, according 
to the Israeli government, are the 
result of Hamas rockets fired into 
Israel.

The rubber bullets and stun 
grenades fired at worshippers 
during prayers at Al Aqsa mosque 
form part of the retaliation. The 
attack happened on the last Friday 
of the month of Ramadaan, 
coinciding with International Quds 
Day. The day is usually a peaceful 
protest held on the last Friday of 
Ramadaan, globally.

The protests mark solidarity 
with the Palestinian people and 
remembrance of Israel’s occupation 
of East Jerusalem. The protests 
add awareness to the continuous 
brutality on the Palestinian people, 
Israel as an apartheid state, Israel 
as a colonialist in the 21st century, 
US taxpayer money supporting 
the oppression, anti-zionism is not 
anti-semitism.

The constructors of the Abraham 
Accord derived the name from the 
three Abrahamic religions: Islam, 
Christianity and Judaism. Prophet 

Ibrahim is known as ‘Al-Khaleel’ – 
the friend of Allah. 

Rabiah T Badroen

Turkish support 
for atrocities must 
be condemned
WHILE the Turkish regime of 
Recep Tayyib Erdogan portrays 
itself as a defender of democracy 
(Muslim Views, July 2021), its 
meddling into the affairs of other 
countries – particularly Syria and 
Libya – exposes its abuse and 
criminality.

Just one example, which has 
been recorded by the independent 
research group, Syrians for Truth 
and Justice (STJ), is the case 
of Afrin, the majority Kurdish 
enclave in northern Syria that has 
been occupied by Turkish-backed 
forces since January 2018.

Bassam al-Ahmed, the human 
rights activist and founder of 
STJ which records abuses by all 
parties in Syria’s decade-long 
conflict, has evidence of members 
of the Sultan Murad Brigade 
(SMB), which operates under the 
banner of the Turkish-backed 
Syrian National Army, operating 
criminal syndicates, terrorising the 

citizens of Afrin and indulging in 
the systematic abuse of girls and 
young women.

According to reports by the 
website, Al-Monitor, Leila 
Mohammed Ahmed, a 63-year-old 
Kurdish woman detained by the 
SMB, ‘witnessed, helplessly, ten 
young women take their own lives 
after being raped by the SMB’.

The world – particularly gullible 
Muslims – should sit up and take 
note of the atrocities supported by 
the Turkish regime.

When we condemn the Iranians, 
and its allies, for backing the brutal 
regime of Bashar al-Assad, we also 
need to raise our voices against the 
Turkish support of rebel groups 
that operate not only in Syria but 
also in Libya.

A Kurd in South Africa
Name withheld for 

safety reasons

Write to:
editor@muslimviews.co.za or
PO Box 442 Athlone 7760
Please provide contact details 
(name, address, telephone number).
Muslim Views will only publish 
your name and location.
Letters that are brief will be given 
preference, and the editor reserves 
the right to shorten letters.

Letters to the Editor



15Muslim Views . August 2021

SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS

DURING Muharram, the South 
African National Zakah Fund 
(Sanzaf) hosts a number of 
activities to usher in the Islamic 
new year. Muharram is one 
of the four sacred months of 
the Islamic year and has been 
blessed with specific virtue.

Muslims are recommended to 

increase their practice of giving 
sadaqah, and many Muslims view 
Muharram as a time to reconcile 
their zakah obligations.

Sanzaf actively engages young 
people and the elderly during 
Muharram by providing relief to 
those in need.

Some of the activities planned for 
this month are: Ghatamal-Quran 
to usher in the auspicious month 

of Muharram; commencement 
of the Sanzaf Bursary 2022 
application process, serving warm 
nutritious meals to more than 
45 feeding schemes throughout 
the Cape Peninsula and Boland; 
zakah consultancy services, zakah 
webinar and many more.

For more information, visit 
www.sanzaf.org.za or call 021 447 
0297.

Pictured is Asif Mohamed, a Sanzaf supporter, interviewing a potential bursary 
student, which forms part of the Sanzaf student selection process. The Sanzaf 
Education, Empowerment and Development (Seed) Programme draws upon 
industry specialists and qualified graduates to interview and engage with 
potential bursary students.                                  Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -

Do more with Sanzaf this Muharram

Vocational training courses continue to have an important role in the job 
market and as a result many students who successfully complete the 
accredited computer administration course secure gainful employment. 
The Sanzaf Vocational Training courses are conducted in partnership with 
accredited service providers and range from hospitality and motor mechanics 
to building training programmes.                Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS
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IMRAAN CHOONARA

TO say that the past few 
weeks have been difficult ones 
for South Africa would be a 
complete understatement. With 
COVID numbers spiking, the 
healthcare system was placed 
under strain, and many families 
are dealing with the stress of 
having someone in hospital 
or recently passed away.

The unrest in the country has 

increased the burden manifold, with 
families facing hunger, violence and 
having their livelihoods destroyed. 
For thousands of South Africans, 
these challenges come on top of 
already dire living conditions, 
facing cold and hunger on a daily 
basis.

In light of these conditions, 
it is easy to become despondent 
but, Alhamdulillah, it has been 
incredible to see the way in which 
many South Africans responded to 

the crisis unfolding in our country. 
People have donated in cash and 
kind, have given of their time, have 
cleaned the streets and helped each 
other to get through the dark hours.

The Africa Muslims Agency 
(AMA) teams responded to the 
crisis that began in mid-July by 
delivering assistance to communities 
in KwaZulu-Natal and Gauteng. 
On Friday, July 16, 2021, a convoy 
left Johannesburg carrying essential 
items requested by communities in 
need.

Distributions took place in 
Phoenix, Verulam, Overport, 
Chatsworth, Stanger and many 
other areas. The AMA team 
worked with the community in 
KZN to provide essential items, 
such as milk, bread, nappies and 
baby formula so that people could 
access these high-demand products.

AMA has also lent assistance in 
Fordsburg, Gauteng, after shops 
were looted and people left with 
nothing. AMA arranged premises 
and provided ingredients for locals 
to cook and feed the community 
a few meals during these difficult 
days.

AMA also secured ‘bread kits’, 
which include flour, oil, yeast 
and milk, to allow people to bake 
bread and distribute it within their 

communities.
The COVID-19 third wave 

remained an enormous concern 
during June and July, and AMA 
decided to assist by preparing 
supplement packs, which contain 
Vitamin B co, ascorbic acid, 
Vitamin D, 3 in 1 (zinc, selenium, 
vitamin C) and Kulunji seeds.

The contents of these packs 
were recommended by doctors as 
immune boosters, and the packs 
were distributed to doctors and 
other medical personnel, who were 
extremely grateful for the effort.

The distribution of blankets 
and winter warmth packs also 
continued during this period. In 
addition to arranging their own 
distributions, AMA partners with 
250 community-based organisations 
to enable donations to schools, 
orphanages, old age homes, refugee 
centres and communities across 
South Africa.

Large distributions took place is 
areas like Salt River, in Cape Town, 
and Ennerdale, in Johannesburg, as 
well as distributions in the Mvezo, 
Ludondolo and Qunu areas of the 
Eastern Cape.

It is important that families have 
the basic essentials of warmth and 
nourishment as these provide many 
additional benefits – removing some 

of the most difficult barriers to 
learning, such as hunger and cold, 
can assist learners to concentrate 
and perform better at school.

Although we are living in 
unprecedented times, it is important 
that we keep working to serve 
humanity and to continue finding 
ways to improve the lives of those 
around us.

As August is Women’s Month, 
we are excited to launch our 
‘Care Pack’ project. AMA will 
be distributing packs with soap, 
toothpaste, body lotion, roll-on, 
razor blades and reusable sanitary 
pads every month to girls in Mvezo, 
Eastern Cape.

As we attempt to make our way 
through this difficult period in our 
country’s history, let us never give 
up hope. We have been told that 
we will be tested – the question is, 
how will we react in times of crisis?

Let us see these tests as an 
opportunity to reach out, to help 
those in need, to reaffirm our sense 
of humanity and to build a great 
nation once more.

Contact details: Aaliyah Dangor, 
Marketing Manager: AMA, 
084 260 3478 or marketing@
africamuslimsagency.co.za

Imraan Choonara is the CEO at 
Africa Muslims Agency.

Africa Muslims Agency’s approach in times of crisis

AMA packing hampers with volunteers to provide aid in KZN amidst the unrest.                
Photo SUPPLIED
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Africa Muslims Agency
Standard Bank
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AMA is proud to launch our Care 
Packs initiative in August, to 
coincide with Women’s Month.  
AMA has identified a group of 
girls in Mvezo, Eastern Cape, to 
receive a monthly pack consisting 
of toiletries, reusable sanitary pads 
and a surprise item each month.

Similar projects will also launch in 
Afghanistan and Lebanon, showing 
AMA’s dedication to supporting 
young women across the world.

DONATE ANY AMOUNT TO ASSIST WITH OUR 
EMPOWER SA OR CARE PACKS INITIATIVES

17Muslim Views . August 2021
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An Awqaf initiative

D
O

N
AT

E
N

O
W FNB Account Name: AWQAF SA

Account Number: 62052040145
Branch Code: 254005
Ref: Your Cell Number/Waqf

Support our sustainable 
projects including:

awqafsa.org.za
Whatsapp / SMS 084 786 0010

Orphans & Elders

Cataract Removals

Qur’an Distribution

Food & Tree Waqf

Infrastructure 
development

Education and
leadership 
programmes

Make a Waqf-Sadaqa Jaariya Pledge!

Make a Waqf, 
leave a Legacy!

The month of Islamic Revival

ZEINOUL ABEDIEN CAJEE

ONE of the many objectives of 
waqf is to become self-reliant, 
not only as individuals but also 
as families and communities. 
In this article, we explore the 
notion of self-reliance and how 
the waqf system promotes that 
within the context of community.

Self-reliance, on the one hand, 
conjures up notions of independence, 
self-sufficiency, resourcefulness, 
self-supporting, mutual help, 
regenerative and security. The waqf 
system, on the other hand, enables 
and promotes self-reliance by gifting 
assets into the public domain for 
public benefit.

Colonised and vulnerable groups 
often fall victim to a dependency 
syndrome (e.g. tobacco, drugs, 
alcohol).

While some may justifiably 
depend on social grants and 
support from either state, family 
or community, there are those who 
become victims of the dependency 
syndrome. Here survival depends 
on assistance from others. There’s a 
feeling of uselessness and inferiority, 

low self-esteem, incompetence.
Self-reliance has an aura of self-

confidence and takes many forms 
at a community level. For example: 
does the community produce its 
own food? Do we farm for daily 
consumption or for commercial 
purposes? Do we have our own 
abattoirs that serve the Halaal 
industry? Are we producers, 
manufacturers or consumers?

Let us look at the concept of 
kifayah. Islamic jurisprudence 
distinguishes two types of duties: 
Individual duty or fard al-ayn, such 
as daily prayer (salaah).

Sufficiency duty or fard al-kifayah 
is a duty imposed on the community 
of believers (ummah). The classic 
example is janaazah – an individual 
is not required to perform it as long 
as a sufficient number of community 
members fulfil it.

If we apply the concept of 
sufficiency to other aspects of life 
then we will see whether we, as 
a community, are compliant with 
the notion of fard al-kifayah. If a 
community does not have water, it 
would be the whole community’s 
responsibility to ensure that water is 

available for the community.
However, if someone or an 

institution provides water, the 
community is absolved from the 
duty. This similarly applies for 
all community needs, whether 
it be mosques, schools, clinics, 
professionals, housing, abattoirs, 
food production or security. The 
state has a responsibility, too.

By the same token, where 
poverty and inequality is rampant 
in a community, it becomes our 
collective responsibility to alleviate 
it. Waqf is one way of creating a 
sustainable way of self-reliance for 
the ummah.

The waqf system is about 
enabling community self-reliance 
by gifting private assets into the 
community. Individuals, families, 
businesses and organisations can 
and should contribute to growing 
and developing the waqf system.

All the instruments that enable 
self-reliance should be implemented 
so that this sense of independence 
can be realised. Mobilisation 
of community resources and the 
generosity of members of the 
community, the ummah, is essential 

to make our communities self-
reliant.

The waqf system, as it is currently 
implemented in some communities, 
will enable the community to be 
self-sufficient. The Rustenburg 
Muslim community derives income 
from its Mosque Plaza waqf 
property, and supports itself and 
other communities.

The Juma Masjid Trust, where 
the historic Grey Street Mosque 
complex is located, is also self-
sufficient and supports other 
communities. What we must do 
in each community is to establish 
waqfs and to strengthen AWQAF 
SA as our community sovereign and 
solidarity fund.

The waqf system, which has 
proven to build a self-reliant 
ummah, provides the capital and 
asset base on the one hand – this 
includes assets such as income-
producing properties (wholly 
or partially owned shopping 
centres, farms, housing complexes, 
businesses) and social and religious 
institutions (orphanages, hospitals, 
schools, mosques).

By becoming self-reliant through 

the waqf system, we will ensure that 
both current and future generations 
are self-sustainable, providing social 
security (takaful) for the poor and 
vulnerable.

Surely there is an Islamic 
imperative. Prophet Muhammad 
(SAW) detested poverty, reliance 
and dependence. He promoted self-
reliance in much of his advice. Allah 
is all Powerful and Independent, the 
Sustainer of the universe. He wants 
us also to be powerful, independent, 
self-sustaining and be dependent 
only on Allah – tawakkal ’alalllah.

Should you wish to know more, 
you may log on to www.awqafsa.
org.za or contact our offices for 
further clarification and advice.

Zeinoul Abedien Cajee [CA 
(SA) MEd] is the founding CEO of 
AWQAF SA. 

Waqf and self-reliance of individuals and communities
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NPO: 005-997 /PBO: 930019033

According to WHO, lack of access to good 
quality healthcare is fundamentally responsi-
ble for the vast majority of maternal deaths. 
The solution is simple: we need to provide 
new and expectant women with better and 
more accessible medical care.

Your donation will be used to support  
the work of our Motherkind clinics.  
This includes providing pre- and post- 
natal care as well as funding community 
midwives.

30 Ernest Road, Rylands, 7764, Cape Town
mail@muslimhands.org.za 

Bank: Standard Bank, Current Account, Account Name: Muslim Hands, 
Account Number: 071 621 881, Branch code: 031110DONATE NOW: muslimhands.org.za | 021 633 6413

Motherkind is our maternal health  
campaign which aims to support new  
and expectant mothers in some of the 
most high-risk countries.

SOUTH AFRICA

SUPPORTING MOTHERS
ACROSS THE WORLD

       Tel: 021 697 0388 076 391 3781Cell:

macbatct@gmail.comE-mail: 

 Website: www.macbatct.wix.com/macbat

Address: Shop 10 Asar Mini Mall, Belgravia Road Athlone
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AISHA ADAM

The significance of Muharram 
in Islam

MUHARRAM, the first month 
of the Islamic calendar, holds 
great significance in Islam. 
The word ‘muharram’ means 
‘forbidden’, and waging war 
in this month is not allowed. 
We should also refrain from 
committing sins in this month 
as it holds great virtue.

Muharram also holds the day 
of Ashura (10th Muharram), 
which celebrates the day Allah 
SWT freed Prophet Moosa (AS) 
and his people from the pharaoh 
in Egypt. It is also the day Imams 
Hassan and Hussein (RA), the 
grandchildren of the Prophet 
(SAW), were martyred at Karbala.

Although fasting on the day 
of Ashura is not obligatory, it 
holds great significance as the 
Messenger (SAW) said fasting 
on the day of Ashura ‘expiates 
the minor sins of the past year’. 
(Muslim)

However, the Prophet (SAW) 
advised his ummah to also fast 
on the 9th or 11th of Muharram 
as a means of differentiating his 

ummah from the People of the 
Book. As such, we should try and 
follow this sunnah of our Nabi 
(SAW) and fast on the prescribed 
days, as following his sunnah 
holds immense blessings.

It is also advised to keep 
voluntary fasts during this month, 
recite the Quran abundantly, 
make nafl prayers, such as 
Tahajjud Salaah, and give charity 
to help the poor and needy.

Build a well in your loved one’s 
name this Muharram

The Prophet (SAW) said, 
‘The best form of sadaqah is 
giving someone water to drink.’ 
(Ahmad)

Dirty water kills 3,5 million 
people across the globe every 
year. Currently, almost 800 
million people, globally, do not 
have access to a clean water 
source. With the current COVID-
19 pandemic, providing these 
poor and remote communities 
with clean water is crucial, now 
more than ever.

At Muslim Hands, there are 
several ways in which we address 
the water crisis. We have a 
selection of water wells for donors 

to give towards: Tube wells, Dig-
A-Wells and Community Wells. 
We also have a Safe Water 
Fund, where donors can give any 
amount they wish towards our 
Water and Sanitation projects.

Our teams start by assessing the 
needs of locals on an individual 
basis and we thereafter tailor 
our water solutions to suit these 
communities accordingly. One of 
the major problems encountered 
by our staff on the ground is a 
lack of education.

Subsequently, Muslim Hands 
provides educational programmes 
to train these people on how to 
use water safely and how to keep 
their water sources clean.

Over the years, through the 
generosity of donors, Muslim 
Hands helped hundreds of 
communities globally. Our teams 
recently built a community well in 
Sindh village, in Pakistan, where 
they met Siyani, a poor woman 
whose daughter drowned and lost 
her life in an unsecure water well 
while collecting dirty water.

We also assisted Nafisa’s 
village in Takarwet, Niger, where 
the people used to journey three 
kilometres every day to collect 

dirty water from a source in 
which animals defaecated. 
Muslim Hands built a Dig-A-
Well in her village, giving Nafisa 
and her people an opportunity 
to work, go to school and earn a 
livelihood as they no longer have 
to spend numerous hours walking 
to collect dirty water.

Assisting poor villages by 
building a water well is a great 
form of sadaqah jaariyah. Many 

of us have lost loved ones over 
the past year due to COVID-19, 
and what better way to honour 
them than by building a water 
well that will provide clean water 
to thousands of poor families for 
years to come?

Visit muslimhands.org.za for 
more information on our water 
projects or call our office on 021 
633 6413 to build a water well 
today.

A family in a remote village in Sri Lanka collecting clean water from a Muslim 
Hands water well.                                            Photo SUPPLIED

This Muharram, give clean water to the poor with Muslim Hands
- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -
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We applaud South Africa’s women 
pioneers and change makers! 

For more information,  
contact Mahlodi Makate 
at mahlodim@mg.co.za

#appreciation  #family  #gratitude  #love  #dreams 
 #fear   #belief  #wearyourmask #godconsciousness  
#facts  #knowledge   #health   #tolerance  #dunyah

#tests  #trials #community #parents   #prayer
#thanks  #indebtedness  #faith #kindness #satisfied
#courage #trust #encouraged #optimistic   #pleased

#radio786  #peaceful  #devotion   #death #nature
#socialdistance #gratefulness  #purpose #life 

 #staysafe 

#bethedifference
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FERNAAZ HUSSAIN 

AS we anticipated the beginning 
of Dhil-Hijjah and finalising our 
preparations for the Qurbani 
2021 campaign, we were 
hurled into an unprecedented 
time in South Africa. A wave 
of unrest shook the country.

We are reminded of the verses: 
‘Verily, with hardship comes ease. 
And so when you have finished 
your duties, continue to strive in 
devotion. And direct your longing 
to your Lord.’ (Quran 94:5-8)

Islamic Relief acted immediately 
and provided aid to those in need 
during these difficult days.

Your act of devotion – qurbani 
– provided ease to thousands of 
families around the world, and in 
South Africa, your qurbani came 
as crucial relief during a trying 
time.

For families enduring lengthy 
conflicts in Syria, Yemen and 
Afghanistan, your qurbani may be 
the only time families would eat 
meat this year and revel in the days 
of Eid as families gathered around 
to savour the fresh and nutritious 
meals that you have provided.

For those who are trying to 
survive under a 15-year blockade 
in Gaza, your qurbani was 
a reminder that we have not 
forgotten the Palestinian families 
this past Eid.

So, as we remembered the 
struggle and dedication of Prophet 
Ibrahim (AS), to sacrifice for the 
sake of Allah, we are grateful 
that you chose to entrust us with 
your blessed sacrifice to support 
families in need.

Your sacred sacrifice enabled us 
to deliver over 173 000 qurbani 
meat packs to families in over 
29 countries, and this incredible 
project is only possible with your 
faith and trust in Islamic Relief 
around the world.

On behalf of our rights-holders, 
staff, volunteers, management and 
board of directors, we are humbled 
and grateful for your support, and 
trust that you and your family had 
a blessed Eid-ul-Adha.

May the Almighty accept from 
you and us, and grant all of us a 
good year ahead, Insha Allah.

You may keep updated with 
our Qurbani 2021 feedback by 
visiting www.islamic-relief.org.za

A glimmer of hope in the midst of difficulty

The spirit of Qurbani is to partake in the 
sacred sacrifice forged by Prophet Ibrahim 

(AS) in his quest to attain the pleasure of Allah. 
By sharing your act of Qurbani with those who 
are in need, you have elevated those blessings 
in the sight of Allah (swt).

This year, your Qurbani donations enabled us 
to complete 200 000 Qurbani’s in over 
29 countries.

Jazaka’Allah kheiran for bringing smiles
on faces and sharing hope this Eid.

Thank You for Sharing 
Your Sacred Sacrifice 
with Islamic Relief!

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -

Islamic Relief has been fulfilling qurbani since 1984.                           Photo SUPPLIED
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7 Magisterial Districts7 Magisterial Districts
34 Members34 Members
Keeping you connectedKeeping you connected

Nominate a Representative inNominate a Representative in
your Magisterial area thatyour Magisterial area that
would best represent you as awould best represent you as a
community.community.

For more information: 

Download & Register the VOC App           

@voiceofthecape

www.vocfm.co.za        

@VOC91.3fm @VOCfm

IN May 2021, Muslim Views published a report on the problems 
experienced by Darul Islam Islamic High School (DIIHS) in complying 
with the regulations of the Western Cape Department of Education.
The report also stated that DIIHS reached out to a Turkish 
organisation, the Maarif Foundation, for assistance. The Maarif 
Foundation subsequently contacted Muslim Views and confirmed that 
no agreement between the school and the foundation had been signed. 
The foundation also clarified that it has no relationship with DIIHS 
nor any involvement with the compliance problems at the school.
The Maarif Foundation is an agency of the Turkish government 
and is providing educational services to 359 institutions in 44 
countries. When the foundation engages an existing educational 
institution it takes sole responsibility for the management of 
its affairs, and not in partnership with any other party.

Maarif Foundation clarifies its position

It’s getting tough out there, but we can help your brand take the
next step. Get started with e-commerce, refresh your Social Media
presence or reach totally new audiences online. From Tweets &
Fleets to Emojis & Stories, we'll help you do the best thing for your
business. Whether Digital Marketing & Social Media excites you or
scares you, we’ve got a solution for you. Call 021 140 1519 or email
sameer@socialnatives.co.za now to make your next move.

Independent journalism and 
great consumer brands go 
together in print and online.

Multiply your media exposure 
on our new website.

Enquire about our print 
& online package deal.

Email: 
adverts@muslimviews.co.za

Phone: 021 696 5404

www.muslimviews.co.za



Art need not 
be murals that 

decorate kilometres 
of public walls. 
It can be tiny, 
no bigger than 
a button, writes     

DR M C D’ARCY.

THE day was perfect, the skies 
blue, the seas calm. In this 
time of COVID-19 lockdown 
it was ideal to take a drive 
around the peninsula and drink 
in all its spectacular vistas.

The first stop was Kalk Bay 
Harbour where I wanted to take 
pictures of the fishing boats that had 
come in to disgorge the legendary 

thousands of the silvery snoek fish. 
But the quayside was deserted, only 
two seals sunning themselves on 
ledges above the waves.

Some boats were coming in. I 
got excited but the fish shop was 
closed; no fish for sale. One boat 
delivered crates of small fish for 
distant factories. I enquired whether 
some would be for sale. I had no 
luck. I stood there with my head 
hung low and shuffled on with my 
four-wheeled walking aid. A firm 
hand stopped me.

‘Give this man a fish,’ came a 
loud voice. It was a tall, muscular 
man, Alistair, the captain of a fishing 
boat. He commanded a fish cleaner. 
‘Take one fish. Clean it, and give it 
to this man.’

I took out my wallet but he 
restrained me and said, ‘No. It’s for 
you. Money is not everything!’ It 
was a gift from the heart; of that I’m 
certain. All he asked was for me to 
pray for the safety of all fishermen.

May the Almighty bless him and 
all those who go to sea and risk their 
lives so that we can partake of the 
bounties of the sea. The fish tasted 
heavenly.

Small things in the art world can 
also be stunning. We often think that 
art should be huge canvasses that are 
hung on cavernous museum walls. 
How wrong. Art need not be murals 
that decorate kilometres of public 
walls. It can be tiny, no bigger than 
a button.

It is not necessary to call for 
expensive canvasses, dozens of 
precious tubes of exotic paints and 
brushes made of rare, kolinsky 
weasel hair that will set you back 
hundreds of rands for a tiny brush. 
All it needs is ingenuity to use what 
we discard as trash and use them 
to produce works of great art and 
beauty that everyone can admire 
and use without making a hole in 
the pocket.

Take some thick, white paper 
or even brown or white cardboard. 
Cut out some circles or squares. 
Paint them with ordinary, white, 
acrylic house paint and let it dry 
thoroughly.

Draw geometric patterns in pencil 
on them. You can use the school 
mathematics rulers, dividers and 
compasses if you so wish or just 
freehand.

Flowers, and even little stars or 
stripes would be even easier. Let 
your creative heart fly. Coloured 
house paints, acrylics or oil, would 
also be satisfactory. Ball-point pens 
of blue, black or any other coloured 
hue can be put to use. Let the artistic 
juices flow at minimal cost.

You can use round, coloured 
cards as coasters to protect furniture 
from wet glasses or even use them as 
fridge decorations, using some putty 
to fix them against fridge doors. 
They’ll also be refreshing birthday 

presents to spice up that boring 
socks and ties gifts.

The accompanying illustrations, 
specially fashioned by my daughter, 
Shameema, can kick-start your 
ingenuity. Remember, small things 
can have great impact. You’ll be 
proud of them long after other 
presents have gone to dust.

This is a short column. Soon, I’m 
going to have operations on both my 
eyes. Pray for me.

Visit www.artsforall.co.za for 
some previous editions.
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Arts for All

Small things, great impact

Shameema Dharsey’s artistic coasters to inspire creative hands and hearts.
Photo M C D’ARCY

JOIN US LIVE ON THE 
27 AUGUST 2021 AT 4:30PM SAST

Chat to our Lecturers and Students
about why you should Register for 2022

Find out more about our programs on offer

Learn how we are growing confident,
successful and talented individuals that are
benefitting communities around the world 



RELIGIOUS communities 
are meant to counsel their 
flocks during times of crisis. 
Their pastoral response 
should be aimed at the 
welfare of its members.

When a crisis hits, such as the 
coronavirus pandemic or the recent 
violence, looting and attempts at 
sedition in our country, people feel 
anxious about their very existence 
on earth, country, city or town.

They experience anxiety over 
their safety and security, and 
economic and financial well-being. 
They suffer from the effects of 
tenuous life circumstances. They 
may experience hardship, job 
loss, and their life aspirations and 
prospects may diminish.

They question their existence 
and can fall into depression and 
ill-health, and lack of well-being. 
They also suffer from psychosocial 
afflictions, such as increased 
depression, anxiety, other mental 
health problems.

Families who raise children 
struggle to keep focus, put bread 
on the table, get their children 
adequately fed, have them do their 

homework, and so on. Women 
in households bear the heaviest 
burden in keeping families fed, 
clothed and taken care of.

The majority experience in our 
country is one of poverty, hardship, 
lack of employment and food 
insecurity, and general societal 
malaise associated with stressful 
circumstances. This is the context 
into which religion must speak, 
bring solace and comfort, address 
needs and offer counsel and prayer.

Religion must offer concrete 
hope. It must counsel to its flock’s 
anxieties, provide psychosocial 
support to families, and address 
immediate needs concerning 
hunger, clothes and living 
conditions.

Together with other faith 
communities in South Africa, 
especially in Gauteng and Kwazulu-
Natal, the Muslim community 
has been in the firing line during 
the violence. Muslims in these 
provinces have had to respond to 
the violence and looting in their 
communities.

Two responses have been 
especially noteworthy. The first 
centred on the felt need to protect 
themselves, their families and 
communities, mainly where they 
lived close to where looting took 
place. The looting often spilled 
over into communities, and 
communities felt vulnerable.

A few faith adherents became 

part of local community protection 
groups guarding streets and 
neighbourhoods. Some became 
involved in recrimination and 
vigilante behaviour.

This reactive behaviour took 
on the perception of minority 
communities defending themselves 
against the ‘marauding looting 
majority’. It took on a racialised 
tinge, which was very unfortunate.

Those groups who defended 
their communities argued that 
they were left vulnerable and had 
to offer some sort of defence of 
their communities, especially in the 
absence of visible policing.

Yet, this situation must be 
understood in the context of 
perceptions that some Muslim 
community sectors have meted 
out racist behaviour towards 
black communities. Muslim 
leaders have not always been 
unequivocal in condemning such 
racist behaviour. Racism must be 
publicly condemned, and visible 
steps must be taken to eradicate it 
from community life.

What is also evident during 
the last few weeks was that many 
religious leaders worked hard to 
counsel their faith adherents not 
to behave outside the law. They 
advised them not to frame their 
action and behaviour as a minority 
response to threats and not to 
target innocent people based on 
race.

This type of counselling 
toned down temperatures. It got 
people to focus on more positive 
behaviour. It prevented a situation 
that could have slid into racialised 
stereotyping and recrimination.

The religious response in this 
instance was productive and 
excellent. In this case, the normative 
religious commitments to values 
of social cohesion trumped over 
impulses for negative recrimination, 
revenge and violence. This is 
religion at its most valued and 
constructive in the face of mayhem, 
panic and threat.

A second interrelated dimension 

observed in the Muslim religious 
response was its behaviour in 
the face of hunger and need that 
spiralled immediately after the 
looting. Here the community’s 
long history and culture of charity, 
welfare and service kicked in. 
Indeed, this culture of service 
and charity is a hallmark of this 
community in South Africa for 
many decades.

The values of service and charity 
as enunciated in Quranic scripture 
are paramount. In this case, the 
scripture instructs the believers to 
give charity to establish bonds of 
trust and cohesion. The scripture 
teaches the believer that money and 
property are placed in the believer’s 
trust and that portions of wealth 
must be disbursed to needy causes.

This attitude has informed 
giving charity over many years and 
decades. The natural reflex is to 
give to charitable causes in normal 
times and increase such giving in 
times of crisis, whether elsewhere in 
the country or local communities.

Over the past weeks, we have 
seen an example of such heightened 
charity in response to need. Such a 
response is essential. It establishes 
bonds of sharing and co-living. 
Service and charity bring people 
together and serve as a bulwark 
in the event when parts of the 
community’s responses are framed 
as a racialised response in defence 
of one’s community.

The charity and services response 
provides a basis for religious 
leaders to quell such minority racist 
tendencies in communities. Very 
importantly, it sends a signal to 
the rest of the community and 
country that allying to harmonious 
co-living is a crucial priority in the 
face of strife, threat and division.

Religious communities should 
not simply limit their response to 
pastoral, charity and community 
service. It should also join civic 
groups to call attention to this 
current crisis’s political and 
structural dimensions. Religious 
people should develop alliances to 

force conversation and practical 
steps to address the underlying 
social conditions that create a crisis.

The culture of political 
corruption and impunity has 
had direct consequences for 
communities’ desperate living 
circumstances. Religious 
communities must side with those 
who resist corruption and call for 
decisive actions against corruptors. 
They must hold government and 
political parties accountable for 
permitting a culture of impunity. 
And they must insist that the rule of 
law and abiding by the Constitution 
are paramount.

Religious people should avoid 
becoming the government at 
prayer. A critical distance should 
be established between religious 
people and ruling elites. Religion 
must side with the poor, the 
desperate and the needy.

An example of this was set by 
the recent responses of the South 
African Council of Churches 
(SACC). They called on the 
government to act decisively to 
address the underlying problems 
that cause poverty and hardship.

In addition, the SACC has 
called on local communities to 
reject looting and recrimination. 
Its call for a type of amnesty for 
looters who return stolen goods 
was an attempt to retain a sense of 
goodness among those who may 
have been swept up in the looting.

Finally, religious communities 
should develop a structural 
response to poverty and hardship. 
One key issue that can be lobbied 
for is a basic income grant to 
deserving categories of people.

Putting money into the hands of 
people confers dignity. It enables 
people to address needs and put 
the money to use to survive and 
circulate in township economies 
to regenerate livelihoods in these 
contexts.

This article was drawn from 
notes prepared by Professor Fataar 
for a panel discussion on Radio 
Sonder Grense, Friday July 23.
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Religion must offer real hope in times of crisis
ASLAM FATAAR, 
distinguished 
professor in the 
Faculty of Education at 
Stellenbosch University, 
writes that in times of 
crisis, religion has to 
offer concrete hope.

Religion must offer concrete hope, the writer stresses, during times of crisis, 
such as the violent riots witnessed in parts of KwaZulu-Natal and Gauteng, in 
mid-July. This warehouse in Durban’s industrial area was completely destroyed 
after looters set it alight.                                                                                                                                         
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