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AZAD ESSA

OVER the past few years,  Kashmiri scholars have
been making the argument that 
India-administered Kashmir ought to be recognised as
an  occupied territory.

With more than 700 000 Indian soldiers, paramili-
tary and police in the region, the most militarised region
on earth, they argued that Kashmiris were living under
client leaders held firm by the might of the Indian mil-
itary establishment.

Since the insurgency began in the late 1980s, more
than 70 000 people had been killed, a further 7 000 en-
forced disappearances, thousands blinded and maimed
by pellets and live ammunition; the argument was not
hard to make but the veneer of India’s democracy, in a
rough neighbourhood, made it to some, a hard sell.

But on Monday, August 5, 2019, the veneer dissi-
pated.

Article 370, the clause in India’s constitution that il-
luminated Kashmir’s semi-autonomous status within
the Indian Union, including the ability to handle its own
affairs (besides defence, finance, communication and
foreign affairs), the right to its own constitution, ability
to make laws, as well as its own flag, would be imme-
diately scrapped.

The Indian government said it would change the
constitution in spite of multiple court rulings that the
clause could not be tampered with.

But to many Indians, the project to abrogate Kash-
mir’s ‘special status’ within the Indian constitution,
started by the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), the
right-wing Hindu nationalist group, and later floated
as an election issue for the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), has finally reached fruition.

In so doing, India turned from administrator to fully-
fledged coloniser, following in many ways, Israel’s
methods to accomplish total control of the state and its
people.

Protests have been held across the world denouncing India’s decision to scrap Article 370, the constitutional clause outlining Kashmir’s 
semi-autonomous status. Not only is it seen as an unambiguous provocation with the potential to inflame all of South Asia, it has also given 
licence to the Indian Occupation Army to continue its brutal crackdown of Kashmiris demanding independence. However, despite the outrage
among activists and freedom-loving people around the globe, India’s actions and  intensified crackdown on the civilian population have elicited
a meagre response from leaders in the Muslim world.
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India’s annexation of Kashmir
straight out of the Israeli playbook
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THE Indian government’s scrapping of
the special status of Kashmir as a
 disputed  territory under Indian military
occupation is the latest development in
the rise of India as a fascist regional
power.
Fascists are right-wing extremists and burn
with nationalist fervour that is authoritarian,
ultra-nationalist and dictatorial. Opposition
is usually suppressed and social
 organisation and the economy are
 subjected to strong regimentation.
Hindu ultra-nationalism, led by the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), is alienating
those who are not part of the Hindu
 majority. There has been a tenfold rise in
hate crimes in India in which the ‘other’ is
victimised.
The perpetrators are emboldened by the
growing prospect of impunity for violence
against anyone who does not embrace the
Hindutva vision of a ‘united India’.
The most disturbing development is when
nationalist fervour drives men and women
to march in protest and call for the release
of child rapists.
India today is developing a more
 permissive attitude to all forms of violence
as Hindu mobs routinely flout Indian law
and, even if they are arrested, they are
 released to be welcomed back as heroes.
Such incidents are growing in frequency
and are becoming a norm in a society
where its structural and organisational
 dynamics are fuelled by the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), the
 ideological base of the BJP.
The RSS finds inspiration in both Nazism
and Zionism. They appreciate Hitler’s
 solution for the ‘Jewish problem’ and they
similarly admire Israel’s political, economic
and social projects, like the settlements on
land taken from Palestinians.
The ironies and parallels are striking, and
India is enjoying good diplomatic and trade
relations with Israel and Arab states, like
the Saudi kingdom. Modi finds the
 respective Israeli and Saudi strategies of
consolidating power through brutal

 occupation and the ruthless  repression of
opposition particularly  instructive.
Another symptom of a fascist majoritarian
tendency is the control of mass media by
those who are close to political power.
India ranks 140 out of 180 in the World
Press Freedom Index as one of the world’s
most dangerous countries for journalists.
Furthermore, American politicians, like the
Indo-American congresswoman Tulsi
 Gabbard (who is also a presidential
 candidate), have no scruples campaigning
for the rights of minorities in the USA while
 remaining silent on the atrocities
 committed against minorities in India.
This is broadly the context to India’s
 unilateral annexation of Kashmir, the most
densely militarised zone in the world. More
than a half-million soldiers have been
 deployed to confine about seven million
Kashmiris to their homes, and impose a
complete communications blackout.
And Indians may now, like Israel,
 dispossess and displace Kashmiris and
build Indian settlements on Kashmiri land.
Over the past thirty years of military
 occupation, India has been responsible for
the deaths of 70 000 civilians, militants and
security forces in Kashmir.
Thousands have simply disappeared and
tens of thousands have passed through
torture chambers run by the Indian army.
Many of these atrocities are now, with the
advent of social media, freely circulated by
video in public.
These include footage and images of
 hundreds of teenagers blinded by the use
of pellet-firing shotguns.
Many South Africans of Indian descent
must adopt a principled position on their
relations, especially business relations,
with the Indian government and its
 institutions.
Organisations like the Ahmed Kathrada
Foundation, which received a donation of
R2 million from the Indian government in
2017 at the direction of Modi, similarly
have a moral obligation to review receipt of
this blood-tainted grant.
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CASSIEM KHAN
THE names Joao Rodriques, Seth
Sons, Neville Els, ‘Spyker’ van
Wyk, James Taylor, Steve
 Whitehead, Genis, Benzien,
Harold Snyman, Gideon
 Nieuwoudt, Ruben Marx,
 Daantjie Siebert, and Johan
Beneke, may not mean much to
most South Africans.

These names are, however, as-
sociated with surveillance, arrests,
abuse and torture, which resulted,
in the very least, in the ongoing
trauma of our leaders and, at
worst, are names associated with
deaths in detention.

These names of apartheid era
Special Branch members and
many more, are names etched into
the memory of our courageous
compatriots and their families
who resisted the apartheid state;
names such as Dr Hoosen Haffe-
jee, Steve Biko, Neil Aggett, Imam
Abdullah Haron, Mapetla Mo-
hapi and Ahmed Timol, to name
but a few.

There are some who would
want us to believe that the Special
Branch members named were pro-
fessionals just doing their jobs. But
in several cases it was found that
the deaths were clearly motivated
‘by ill-will and spite’, to quote the
Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission’s Amnesty Committee, in
the case of Steve Biko.

The Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC) recommended
between 300 and 400 cases for
further investigation and prosecu-
tion. To date, not one of the secu-
rity branch members have been
prosecuted.

The most known of the security
branch members named in the
media recently is that of Joao Ro-
driques, who was complicit in the
death of Ahmed Timol.

Rodriques has been using every
legal loophole in the book to en-
sure that he does not face prosecu-
tion.

His initial arguments were that
the National Prosecuting Author-
ity (NPA) should have acted im-
mediately after the TRC
recommendation was made, more
than 20 years ago.

He argues further that he is old
and that he has nothing further or
different to add to previous testi-
monies.

On June 28, 2019, the South
Gauteng High Court dismissed his
application for a permanent stay
of prosecution. He is now appeal-
ing this landmark decision, which
will be heard on September 18,
2019.

Rodriques was hiding in plain
sight until his own daughter un-
masked him.

The NPA spokesperson, Lu-
vuyo Mfaku, confirmed (in 2017)
that dockets would be opened
against two other security branch
policemen, Neville Els and Seth
Sons, involved in the Timol mur-
der. To date no action has been
taken.

The case of Steven Whitehead,
the security policeman implicated
in the death in detention of trade
unionist and medical doctor Neil
Aggett should be of great embar-
rassment to the new democratic
order.

A search on the internet con-
firms how Whitehead was cele-
brated in the intelligence
community both locally and inter-
nationally, without mention of his
involvement in the killing of 
Dr Neil Aggett.

Whitehead died a day after it
was announced by former Justice
Minister Masutha that the inquest
into the killing of Dr Aggett will
be opened.

The case of Dr Hoosen Haffejee
adds more intrigue to this quest
into the lives of former security
branch members.

Again, an announcement was
made that an inquest into the
death of Dr Haffejee will be done.
But this time around, the decision
was halted on the suggestion that
another similar case will allow for
a simultaneous inquest.

When lawyers for the Haffejee
family threatened legal action
against this National Prosecution
Authority (NPA) decision to halt
the inquest, the NPA announced
that the inquest would proceed,
only to be informed that, within
days of this announcement, one of
the key people implicated in the
killing of Haffejee, Colonel James
Taylor, had died. The family is
livid.

Hoosen Haffejee was only 26
years old when he is said to have
committed suicide by hanging on
his own trousers.

Former security branch police-
man Mohun Deva Gopal gave ev-
idence before the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission and
informed them that he was present
while Haffejee was interrogated,
assaulted and tortured.

Gopal maintained that Taylor
initiated the assault. Haffejee was
stripped naked and Taylor then
proceeded to slap and punch him
when he refused to divulge any in-
formation.

The lawyers appointed by the
family of Ash Shaheed Imam Ab-
dullah Haron are collecting state-
ments from people who were
interrogated by ‘Spyker’ van Wyk.
It is reported by several former de-
tainees how Spyker boasted about
his involvement in the interroga-
tion of Imam Haron.

The testimonies of former de-
tainees will be added to the dossier
that will be presented to the Na-
tional Director of Public Prosecu-
tions (NDPP), Shamila Batohi.

She will then decide if there is
compelling evidence based on the
review of the earlier inquest docu-

ment, where the apartheid state’s
version of a fall down the stairs
will be challenged using modern
forensic investigation methods, af-
fidavits of friends and family
members and testimonies of for-
mer detainees.

The Hawks have similarly con-
ducted their own investigation and
their dossier will also contribute to
the decision of the NDPP.

The family is hopeful that the
NDPP will soon review the infor-
mation and forward her decision
to the Minister of Justice.

The minister then formally an-
nounces the reopening of the in-
quest and requests the judge
president to allocate a court and a
judge who will listen to the evi-
dence that is presented, and make
a new judgement.

We have spent many years, cor-
rectly too, in remembering our
fallen heroes.

Our magnanimity as a people
has caused us to take our focus
away from the perpetrators, the
security branch members, the pub-
lic order or, as we knew them, the
riot police and the South African
Defence Force (SADF) military in-
telligence operatives who mur-
dered our friends and family in
exile.

The TRC recommended prose-
cutions, especially in cases where
lives were lost. 

Let us make sure that justice is
not delayed any longer.

If justice continues to be de-
layed or denied, defiance will be-
come necessary.
Cassiem Khan is the co-ordinator
of the Imam Haron
 Commemoration Committee.

Inquests into apartheid era killings: where have all the perpetrators gone?
These names are...

 associated with
 surveillance, arrests,
abuse and torture,
which resulted, in 

the very least, in the
 ongoing trauma of our
leaders and, at worst,
are names associated

with deaths in
 detention.
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ALTHOUGH taking my Shahada
marked the end of a chapter of
me finding my true self, the
 journey from there is to complete
the unification of self, to manifest
my holistic identity so that it is
not fragmented or
 compartmentalised.

It is to allow all the facets of
my unique self to come together
and in line with what The Source
– Allah ta’ala – guides me to.

It is about accepting all ele-
ments of my self as I find, some-
times, we have these different roles
or aspects of ourselves, which
sometimes make us feel that we
are not good enough as Muslims,
or we feel that the type of persons
we are is not acceptable in Islam.

It could be anything, like being
marginalised because of skin
colour or divorce or work – any
number of things. So the self-uni-
fication is about bringing together
all aspects of the self so that they
form one, authentic you, and you
accepting yourself.

A lot of people – I feel – live
double lives as Muslims because
they do not do this. It is about re-
turning to fitrah and not falling
into a sleep-like, complacent state;
so we must constantly reflect, look
inside ourselves and truly find that

soul fitrah again and again in the
chaos of our current times.

Understanding the difference
between religion and culture is im-
portant but often blurred for peo-
ple. Cultivating the deep
connection with The Almighty
and concentrating on one’s spiri-
tual state harnesses an authentic
shift inwardly, outwardly and in
one’s lifestyle.

For three years, I was estranged
from my mother during which
time the rest of my family was in-
structed to distance themselves
from me, too. I could see that her
negative experiences of Muslims
made her feel rejected and scared,
and that it was her perception that
I had joined the ‘enemy’.

Much of this was as a result of
the intolerance, isolation and
harsh viewpoints of her interac-

tions with Muslims, and stories in
British media. It was no wonder
she was fearful.

But I knew that this was not the
true Islam, it was surely not what
Allah wanted us to be but was
simply people’s interpretation.

I remained patient, steadfast on
the deen, increasing my knowl-
edge in Islam and purifying my
heart. My mother eventually came
to me because she recognised my
unwavering good character, re-
silience, strength, loyalty and
trustworthiness, and she became
proud to see that I was still her ‘lit-
tle girl’ but now a grown woman.

She had feared that she had lost
me and that I would change but,
actually, she found out who I had
really been all along. Now, we
have a much better relationship
than I could ever have dreamt of

having, and discuss or even laugh
about things that we would have
argued about before.

When we strive to reach differ-
ent spiritual knowledge and higher
states, secrets are revealed espe-
cially for us. When we truly yearn
to seek the levels of spiritual states
then there are tests, practices that
we do, repeat and follow instruc-
tions to achieve the refinement
and openings.

This is all dependent on inten-
tions and sincerity. What do you
want out of this life and the next?
I have developed a cycle of em-
bodying empowerment – consoli-
date, assimilate, accumulate and
rejuvenate.

We have to gauge where we are
on this cycle, presently, to embrace
that period to then proceed to the
next. This implies that there is a
flux between retreat and contribu-
tion. We must not be stingy in the
knowledge and wealth that we at-
tain but share it.

While we need to grow, we also
need time for TLC and healing.

It is dangerous to be compla-
cent and not yearn to always be a
student.

Finally, there must be time for
the consolidation of things be-
cause, as we get older, it becomes
more evident that the traces we
leave scattered behind and with
people should reflect the blueprint
from the Sahaba and our Rasool
(SAW).

The noble qualities, adab, char-
acter and way of dealing with sit-
uations by the Prophet (SAW)
inspires my every move. I am filled
with so much love for him in his
combined humility, care and
strength that this example allows
me to prosper, to be the best per-
son I can be and the spouse I am
looking for.

A decade of Shahada: end of journey and a new journey to completion
For three years, I was

 estranged from my mother
during which time the rest

of my family was
 instructed to distance

themselves from me, too. I
could see that her negative

experiences of Muslims
made her feel rejected and
scared, and that it was her

perception that I had
joined the ‘enemy’...

NINA NUSAYBAH ALEXIA
BRAZZO, who wrote in the
last edition about her
 introduction to Islam,
 concludes her reflections
on ten years of being
 Muslim with an account of
how her family responded
and the way forward.

Performing the traditional Minangkabau Melayu dance from West Sumatra, where
people lost their homes due to earthquakes throughout the island, with the
 famous band Debu (dust), with the message ‘Debu Peduli Lombok’. Location:
Posko Pengungsian, Santong, North Lombok. Photo FARAH BIN YAHYA

Astutely aware of the injustices and
pain in the world, we must pray and
speak out to make action count.
 Location: Visual Analog Studio

Photo DAVID DARMADI





Muslim Views . August-September 20198

AMINA WAGGIE
IT is that time of the year again,
when learners from various
madrasahs are perfecting their
 Islamic studies knowledge to
 participate in the annual
Madrasatul Quds Inter-Madaris
Quiz hosted by Madrasatul
Quds. This quiz encourages
learners to learn more about their
religion, Islam, in a fun and
 interactive manner.

This year, the quiz takes place
on Saturday, September 7, 2019,
at Rylands Civic Centre. It will
start at 09:00 and conclude at
13:00. Lunch will be served.

The quiz was initiated by Mual-
ima Yumna Samuels, the principal
of Madrasatul Quds, in 2017,
who saw an opportunity to make
learning Islamic studies for the
youth more exciting while simul-
taneously networking with other
madrasahs.

‘At Madrasatul Quds, we have
an annual inter-class quiz and in
order to make this more exciting
and to reach out to other madaris
in the community, I thought it
would be a good idea to branch
out. Our administrator, Mr Abdul
Hamid Firfirey, and other commit-
tee members of Madrasatul Quds
really took to the idea and we sub-
sequently ran with it,’ said Mual-
ima Samuels.

After their first quiz in 2017,
they received a great deal of posi-
tive feedback from parents and
committee members from other
madaris who said that they had
learnt such a lot from the quiz.
This event was a great opportunity

for principals, team leaders and
committee members from all
madaris to interact with each
other and exchange ideas.

The quiz helped learners to be-
come more interested in learning
about Islam and it taught them
about the morals and values upon
which Islam is based, in a fun, Is-
lamic environment. They had the
opportunity to interact with other
learners of the same age from
other madaris and build friend-
ships. ‘This quiz is a form of
boosting their self-confidence and
self-esteem as it takes a lot of
courage to sit on a stage and an-
swer questions in front of an audi-
ence,’ said Mualima Samuels.

Madrasatul Quds has their own
syllabus and there are quite a few
madaris using it. For this reason,
they have invited all madaris using
their syllabus to participate in the
quiz.

However, participation is not
limited only to those using their
syllabus. As part of their outreach,
they have extended invitations to
some township madaris as well as
others who expressed interest in
the quiz. These madaris were then
given the relevant books needed
for the learners to prepare them-
selves.

The quiz mainly focused on
ages 10 to 13 (grade 5 to grade 7)
for the past two years, however, to

accommodate more madaris, Fir-
firey suggested that the age cate-
gory for 2019 be changed to ages
8 to 11 (grade 3 to grade 5).

The quiz has five rounds, and
elimination starts after the second
round, continuing all the way
through to the final round. There
are three judges every year, one of
whom is Farid Sayed, editor at
Muslim Views and media partner
of Madrasatul Quds, a judge since
the inception of the quiz, and two
others who are yet to be con-
firmed. ‘The lead-up to the final
round is a very exciting and nail-
biting experience and something
you definitely would not want to
miss,’ said Mualima Samuels.

For the sake of transparency,
Nizaam Abdol, from Fusion
Events Promotions, was ap-
proached to run the quiz.

Fusion Events Promotions does
all the admin in that they set up
the questions, work out the format
of the quiz, invite the judges, sort
the gifts and print the certificates.
The winners are chosen after all
the points from the previous
rounds have been accumulated.

The top three teams receive
medals, according to the position
achieved, and the overall winning
team receives a floating trophy
and meal vouchers sponsored by
Mr Liyakat Sonday, from Spitfire.
However, all participants receive a
certificate of participation and a
gift.

According to Mualima
Samuels, there are many madaris
that struggle to keep their heads
above water and who can barely
afford resources to create a con-
ducive environment for construc-
tive learning to take place.

For this reason, their adminis-
trator is sourcing cash donations
as they would like to give each
participating madrasah a cash
prize just for participating. They
would like to take this opportu-
nity to appeal to corporates to
come on board.

If there is anyone willing to
contribute to the upliftment of a
madrasah in need, please contact
Mr Firfirey on 082 973 2391.

Madrasatul Quds was estab-
lished in 1991 by the Madrasatul
Quds Institute of Masjidul Quds,
and has been in existence for 28
years.

Madrasatul Quds hosting Inter-Madaris Quiz

Madrasatul Quds, who won the inaugural quiz in 2017, followed up that success with another victory last year. Front (from
left): Dhanyaal Solomons, Uzair Badroodien, Faraaz Parker, Abdud Daiyyaan Delong, Zahraa Khan and Ayesha Akherwaray.
Middle (from left): Muallima Ghouwa Kassiem, Ebrahim Badroodien (Masjidul Quds trustee), Shakoor Jaffer (son of the late
Dr A K Jaffer), Idris Surve (madrasah committee member), Brian Isaacs (former principal, South Peninsula High School) and
Muallima Yumna Samuels (principal). Back (from left): Dawood Kagee (secretary, madrasah committee), Abbas Pangarkar
(madrasah committee member), Abdul Hamid Firfirey (madrasah administrator). Photo ABDURAHMAAN KHAN
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TASLEEMA ALLIE
THERE are, on average, 70
South African students, annually,
in the Al-Azhar system of Islamic
sciences. Many of our ulama
have graduated at the 
well-known Al-Azhar University.

Established in 970, Al-Azhar
University, in Cairo, Egypt, is one
of the world’s oldest degree grant-
ing universities, and is renowned
as ‘Sunni Islam’s most prestigious
university’.

Over the years, students study-
ing at Al-Azhar University estab-
lished the South African Students
Association of the Arab Republic
of Egypt, and, more recently, an
educational body, Manaratul Ilm,
was founded by South African
graduates of the institute.

Student life entails the acquisi-
tion of knowledge and not of lux-
uries. Being a student abroad,
where the native language is Ara-
bic, can be overwhelming for a
new student who needs to estab-
lish both a home and prioritise the
academic requirements of the in-
stitution.

The challenges encountered
vary from student to student but a
supportive network through this
transition is imperative.

At the student centre, a weekly
Raatibul Hadaad is hosted, and
the platform is used to encourage
students to extend the knowledge
acquired. This enables the sunnah

of extending beneficial knowledge
as a duty upon every student of
knowledge, and in adopting a
lifestyle of living with purpose.

Special ladies’ programmes in-
clude weekly Arabic and yoga
classes, ensuring that students and
families are in constant interaction
and support.

The student centre has become
a home and a support structure for
students to succeed. It has a small
library and free internet access for
student research and assignments.
However, funding is needed to
maintain the centre.

The Abu Shaar Brothers visited
South Africa in 2017, and with
Manaratul Ilm, hosted a successful
event at the Cape Town Conven-
tion Centre. This year, by popular
demand, the Abu Shaar Brothers
returns to South Africa for a one
night only event on October 12,
2019, at 7pm at Artscape Theatre,
in Cape Town.

The Abu Shaar Brothers is a
Syrian group of Nasheed vocalists
better known as the Kings of
Nasheed.

They are the sons of the hon-
ourable Shaikh Mowaffaq Bin
Ahmed Ismael Abu Shaar Alhus-
seini Alrefa’e, a descendant of the
family of the Messenger of Allah
(SAW).

Currently displaced and living
in Egypt, the brothers have main-
tained a close, supportive relation-
ship with the students.

Having had an extraordinary
show in 2017 and falling in love
with the South African Muslim
community, they have gladly
agreed to return with Manaratul
Ilm.

For those who missed the sold
out event in 2017, you have a sec-
ond chance to experience the
group live in concert for one night
only, this October.

Tickets are selling at Com-
puticket and outlets like Checkers
and Shoprite but are set to sell out
fast as so many have requested
their return.

Proceeds of the event go to-
wards the student centre estab-

lished since the last event, where
classes are facilitated in the vari-
ous Islamic sciences; to create an
intimate relationship with the var-
ious institutions where students
are studying and administer pri-
vate classes at the centre for stu-
dents needing extra tuition; to
finance the student centre rental,
its upkeep, private and open
classes; also to create opportuni-
ties for senior students to teach/
tutor intermediate students.

Since setting up the centre, the
students have had a phenomenal
100 per cent pass rate and at least
five distinctions in the university’s
top students.

There has since been an in-
crease of South African students
being accepted at Al-Azhar Uni-
versity and a number of graduates
from the institute as a result of the
support structure of the student
centre.

However, the student centre
needs to be maintained and events
like ‘The Abu Shaar Brothers SA
Tour 2019’ are greatly depended
upon to sustain it.

Muslim Views, Voice of the
Cape Radio and Al Jeem have gen-
erously partnered on the event.
For more details about the event,
please WhatsApp
061 218 5797.

South African students at Al Azhar University
create hub to succeed with Abu Shaar tour

HAJJI Aziz Ahmed Khan had a
celebratory reunion with family
and friends in Cape Town when
he marked his 90th birthday, on
August 12.

Born in Salt River, in 1929, to
Hajji Mohedien and Mrs Mariam
Bibi Khan, he went to India in
1935 for studies. In his student
days in that country, he was an ac-
tive member of the Muslim Stu-
dents’ Federation and the National
Indian Youth Congress.

On his return, he joined the
family business, the landmark
Junction Dry Cleaners, in Salt
River.

In 1976, he relocated to India
with his family and stayed in

Mahim, Mumbai, where his chil-
dren completed their education.

He is an avid reader and is flu-
ent in many languages, including
English, Urdu, Marathi, Hindi and
Konkani.

He is a mureed of Peer Sayed
Nooruddin Gilani of Kashmir and
has had very close ties with Hazrat
Hishammuddin of Karda.

He is the brother of the late
Hajji Rahiman Khan, and his sur-
viving siblings are Mrs Fatima
Paleker and Hajji Omar Khan. He
has six sons, a daughter and 14
grandchildren.

Hajji Aziz Khan and his wife,
Hawa, are currently on an ex-
tended holiday in Cape Town.

At the age of 90, he is still in
good health, fit and quite inde-
pendent, Alhamdulillah. When
asked what the secret to his good
health is, he would always reply,
‘My mother’s duahs.’

Hajji Aziz Ahmed Khan and his wife,
Hawa.

Photo courtesy SHARIEF PARKER

A celebratory reunion with family and friends
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DOUBLE YOUR MONEY
WITH FLIGOS LOLLIPOPS

ONLY R24 A BAG 
IN THIS STORE

SELL AT R1 PER STOK SWEET
48 X R1 = R48 

info@broadwaysweets.co.za      www.broadwaysweets.co.za     JHB +27 11 615 7120  or  +27 11 615 7360    CPT +27 21 933 4343    DBN +27 31 824 9140

RENOWNED Washington-based Islamic scholar and author of the 14-volume English tafsir, The Ascendant Quran, Imam
 Muhammad al-Asi, will be in Cape Town from September 13 to deliver a series of lectures.

His itinerary is as follows:
Friday, September 13, at 12.30pm: Zinatul Islam Masjid, Muir Street, District Six
Friday, September 13, at 7.30pm: Palestine and Human Rights Museum, 28 Sir Lowry Road, Woodstock
Saturday, September 14, from 3pm to 6pm: Hajj Seminar at the Gatesville Civic Hall (opposite Masjidul Quds)
Saturday, September 14, after Maghrib: Masjidul Quds, Gatesville
Monday, September 16, (time to be confirmed): University of the Western Cape, Bellville
Monday, September 16, at 4pm: interview on Voice of the Cape, 91.3FM
Tuesday, September 17, from 10am to noon: Ladies’ programme at Masjidul Quds, Gatesville
Tuesday, September 17, (time to be confirmed): University of Cape Town
Tuesday, September 17, (time to be confirmed): Masjid Al-Furqan, Islamia College Campus, Lansdowne
For further details about the programme, contact Hamid on 082 878 8648.
If you wish to contribute towards the funding of the Tafsir project as a sadaqatul jaariyah, please contact Yusuf on 071 876 1334

Imam al-Asi Cape lecture tour
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MADRASAH Islamia, in
 Atlantis, is organising an 
all-female event projecting the
message of winning back the
community for a safer society.

Open to adults and teenagers,
the madrasah has taken licence
with the Alice in Wonderland
character and has chosen the
theme ‘Crazy Hatter’ for the Sep-
tember 29 event.

Muallimah Fahimah Arnold
said that the theme came from ‘the
different hats that we as mothers,
spouses, daughters and sisters are
expected to wear in our daily lives.

‘From lover to punching bag, to
nurse, to accountant, pacifier,
counsellor, plumber, project ad-
ministrators and motivators; the
list goes on.

‘The message we wish to carry

over to our audience is how can
we win back our society so that
we can have that safe environment
or community our parents had
when they grew up.

‘How can we take this commu-
nity, particularly our children, out
of this mess of gangsterism, vio-
lence and substance abuse that is
so rife today?

‘Why do our children not have

regard for the sacredness of life?
Why are there so many innocent
deaths, suicides, murders, and
younger teenagers having babies,
kids leaving school?’

A number of guests, including
Magboeba Davids from Pathway
to Womanhood, Fadwa Solomons
and leading community workers
in Atlantis, will be speaking at the
event.

All funds raised at the Crazy
Hatter’s event will go towards sus-
taining Madrasah Islamia.

The programme starts at 3pm
and will be held at the School of
Skills, in Gouda Street, Avondale,
Atlantis.
For further information contact
Fahimah Arnold on 
082 819 2978 or Ansaaf Booley
on 072 582 8478.

Atlantis madrasah holds Crazy Hatter’s
event for a safer community
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JAGUAR is spearheading a
 campaign for the Oxford English
Dictionary (OED) and Oxford
Dictionaries
 (OxfordDictionaries.com) to
change their official online
 definitions of the word ‘car’.

The I-PACE, Jaguar’s all-elec-
tric performance SUV, is the 2019
World Car of the Year and Euro-
pean Car of the Year.

However, strictly speaking, the
zero-emission vehicle isn’t defined
as a car.

The Oxford Eenglish Diction-
ary, the principal historical dic-
tionary of the English language,
defines a ‘car’ in its online diction-
ary as: ‘a road vehicle powered by
a motor (usually an internal com-
bustion engine) designed to carry
a driver and a small number of
passengers, and usually having
two front and two rear wheels,
esp. for private, commercial, or
leisure use’.

Whereas the current definition
of a ‘car’ on the webiste Oxford
Dictionaries.com, a collection
of dictionary websites produced
by Oxford University Press (OUP),
the publishing house of the Uni-
versity of Oxford, is: ‘A road ve-
hicle, typically with four wheels,
powered by an internal combus-
tion engine and able to carry a
small number of people.’

To remedy the situation, Jaguar

has submitted a formal applica-
tion to the OED and OxfordDic-
tionaries.com to have the
definitions updated to include ad-
ditional powertrains, including

electric vehicles (EV).
David Browne, head of Jaguar

Land Rover’s naming committee,
said: ‘A lot of time and thought is
put into the name of any new ve-

hicle or technology to ensure it is
consumer friendly so it’s surprising
to see that the definition of the car
is a little outdated.

‘We are therefore inviting the

Oxford English Dictionary and
the Oxford Dictionaries to update
its online classification to reflect
the shift from traditional internal
combustion engines (ICE) towards
more sustainable powertrains.’

The Oxford English Dictionary
is widely regarded as the accepted
authority on the English language.
It is an unsurpassed guide to the
meaning, history and pronuncia-
tion of 600 000 words – past and
present – from across the English-
speaking world.

Jaguar unveiled the I-PACE, its
first all-electric vehicle, last year to
deliver sustainable sports car per-
formance, next-generation artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) technology
and five-seat SUV practicality.

Featuring a state-of-the-art
90kWh lithium-ion battery, two
Jaguar-designed motors and a be-
spoke aluminium structure, the 
I-PACE is capable of 0-100km/h in
4,8 seconds and a range of up to
470 kilometres (WLTP).

While both the Oxford English
Dictionary and Oxford Dictionar-
ies review the application, Jaguar
is encouraging people to get be-
hind the campaign by asking how
the word ‘car’ should be defined.

Contact Jaguar on Twitter,
Facebook and Instagram using
#RedefineTheCar with your
thoughts.
Source: MotorPress

Redefining what it means to be a ‘car’

Jaguar’s I-PACE, an all-electric performance SUV, won the 2019 World Car of the Year award but – according to the Oxford
English Dictionary – it is not a car! The motor manufacturer is now heading a campaign for OED to change its official
 definition of a car. Photo MOTORPRESS
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LEXUS South Africa is pleased to
announce that the revised RC F
range, including the first-ever
sharp-specification RC F Track
Edition, is now available in South
Africa.

With its focus on reduced
weight and even more dynamic
handling, the RC F debuts en-
hanced styling with improved
aerodynamics with greater down-
force, particularly on the front
axle, stiffer and lighter suspension
components, firmer steering con-
trol, more intuitive transmission
and grippier tyres.

In the case of the all-new RC 
F Track Edition, with its bespoke
carbon-fibre accoutrement, the
changes are even more pro-
nounced.

The result? More engaging han-
dling with improved driver feed-
back, enabling higher turn-in
speed to a corner, greater chassis
stability during rapid direction
changes plus improved steering
and throttle response.

Lexus Sales and Marketing Vice
President, Glenn Crompton, says
the RC F and RC F Track Edition
make a formidable pair in the per-
formance-enthused South Africa
market.

‘Offering an aggressively-priced
RC F and a more aggressively dy-
namic RC F Track Edition is an
ideal twin-strategy in this perform-
ance-loving South Africa market,’
Crompton adds.

‘These highly sophisticated,
proudly-unique, normally-aspi-
rated V8-powered coupes have
never been better represented than
after such comprehensive up-
grades.’

The new RC F range is avail-
able at Lexus dealerships now.

Subtle visual changes include
new, high-grade LED headlights
and L-shaped tail-lights shared
with other versions of the elegant
RC coupe, while a new side mirror
design is borrowed from the styl-
ish LC coupe.

The stainless-steel window sur-
round of the previous RC F has
been changed to a new, black
stainless design.

The signature spindle grille and
lower bumper air intakes have
been broadened to help deliver a
bolder look and more aggressive
stance, emphasising vehicle width.

Enhanced steering effectiveness
and reduced understeer were core
development targets for the RC F
and RC F Track Edition, with
lighter and stronger chassis com-
ponents now delivering an even
more agile and dynamic driving
experience.

Software control has been fine-
tuned to realise more supple ride
quality in the driver-selectable
NORMAL mode and reduced
body roll in SPORT S+ mode.

Four 19-inch forged alloy
wheel designs are available on 
RC F and RC F Track Edition. A

standard machined-finish design
features 11 sharp twin-spokes for
the RC F model. The RC F Track
Edition comes standard with a de-
sign incorporating a dark matt fin-
ish, 10-spoke design.

Lexus has delivered a newly-re-
vised and freer-breathing 5.0-litre
V8 for the RC F and RC F Track
Edition that further embraces the
benefits of natural aspiration in a
flagship performance coupe.

The highly sophisticated 2UR-
GSE petrol engine, which contin-
ues to be finely crafted with forged
connecting rods and titanium
valves, is now lighter and becomes
Euro-6-emissions-compliant for
the first time.

There has also been further op-
timisation of the exclusive Lexus
D-4S control, which combines
port and direct-fuel injection with

a high 12.3:1 compression ratio
for maximum performance and
low emissions.

The eight-speed torque con-
verter automatic transmission is
equipped with newly-developed
Artificial Intelligence Shift control
with drive mode switching that
more expertly adapts to the
driver’s intentions.

Significantly-improved aerody-
namics, handling and performance
have not come at the expense of
luxury, refinement or safety in the
RC F and RC F Track Edition.

Glass-fibre ornamentation is
standard on the RC F. Alluring
and exotic red carbon-fibre orna-
mentation has been newly devel-
oped for the RC F Track Edition.

The driving position is set low
for a sporty feel, while access to
the rear seats is aided by electri-

cally-adjustable front seats with
one-touch walk-in function that
automatically slides forward and
then returns to position.

Heated and ventilated seats as
well as an electrically-adjustable
steering column are standard for
front and passenger seats on all
variants, except the light-weight,
track-focused RC F Track Edition,
which only has the functionality
for the front seats.

All variants are equipped with
the highest level of safety technol-
ogy, including the Lexus Safety
System+ suite of driving aids: Pre-
crash (Brake Synchronised) safety
system with pedestrian detection,
Standard-Adaptive Cruise Con-
trol, lane-departure warning with
steering assist and LED-Automatic
High Beam.

Blind-spot monitor, reversing
camera, front clearance and rear
parking sonars, and rear cross-
traffic alert are also standard.

Repackaging of the RC F’s lug-
gage compartment has liberated
an additional four litres of vol-
ume, at 366 litres (VDA measure-
ment).

In South Africa, the RC F is
available in a choice of six colours,
namely, White Nova, Sonic Tita-
nium, Solar Storm Red, Poseidon
Blue, Naples Yellow and Graphite
Black.

The RC F Track Edition is
available in only four colour op-
tions, which are White Nova,
Sonic Titanium, Mercury Grey
Metallic and Graphite Black.
Source: MotorPress

Lexus puts the ‘F’ in RC

‘These highly sophisticated, proudly-unique, normally-aspirated V8-powered
coupes have never been better represented than after such comprehensive
 upgrades,’ says Lexus Sales and Marketing Vice President, Glenn Crompton.

Photo MOTORPRESS
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BUYING your first car is a major
step towards personal freedom
but it is important to not get
caught up in the excitement of
being mobile and end up tripping
on some common pitfalls.

In assisting consumers who
might be in the first-time buying
market or even those seeking to
upgrade their current car, Wes-
Bank has outlined some useful tips
to consider along the purchasing
journey.

‘We encourage consumers to
understand the factors that influ-
ence the car buying journey, from
various financing options and the
cost of owning and maintaining a
vehicle,’ says WesBank Head of
Motor, Ghana Msibi.

‘It’s also important to maintain
a good credit history as this is a
large contributing factor to receiv-
ing finance from banking institu-
tions.’

Research, research and research
It’s important to research the

various car models available, using
your financial circumstances for
initial budget guidelines.

The South African market fea-
tures a particularly large variety of
entry-level options, so it’s essential
to investigate as much about your
future wheels as possible before
signing on the dotted line.

This includes assessing the fuel

consumption of the possible vehi-
cle, insurance costs and the price
of potentially expensive mainte-
nance items, such as replacement
tyres.

It’s also highly advisable to do
business with reputable bank-ap-
proved dealers.

Have the 
required documentation

Without a valid driver’s licence,
no dealer or bank can finance a
car so it’s important to have a
valid driver’s licence prior to buy-
ing your car.

Upon applying for your vehicle
loan, a dealer will also request a
payslip together with three
months’ bank statements as proof
of income. These, among other
documents, are used to determine
the finance amount the bank can
offer you based on your income
and expenses.

Be realistic about 
what you can afford

No matter which car bracket
you’re searching in, from entry-
level to multi-million-rand exotics,
there is almost always temptation
to shop outside of budget con-
straints.

That fancy sports car may be
attractive but it’s imperative to not
get trapped in a car you can’t af-
ford with possibly overwhelming

monthly repayments and mainte-
nance.

‘Financial awareness and health
is of utmost importance and con-
sumers should continuously en-
gage with banking facilities should
they feel  financially overwhelmed
for guidance and support,’ said
Msibi.

Factors that may hinder
your car buying journey

Failure to maintain a good
credit history can lead to con-
sumers being blacklisted or enter-
ing debt counselling. Such
outcomes affect one’s credit pro-
file, which can hinder the banks

from providing finance when re-
quired for a vehicle or other pur-
chases.

Therefore, it is important to be
financially responsible, budget ac-
cordingly and live within your
means in order to maintain a pos-
itive credit history.
Source: MotorPress

The thrill of the first-time car buying journey

It’s important to shop around and research the various car models available using your financial circumstances for initial
budget guidelines. Photo MOTORPRESS
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KHADIJA MARTINEZ
BEFORE the defeat of Granada, territories
that had been inhabited by a majority of
Muslims, like Seville, Valencia and Toledo,
had been conquered by the Catholics, and
the rights of the Muslims respected but as
the Catholics gained control over the
whole of Spain, forced baptism became
compulsory for all.

The decree was: baptism or exile. These
forced baptisms seemed, at first, to be a
good decision in order for Muslims to carry
on with their lives but it proved to be a
tremendous trap.

Once they became ‘Christians’, they were
under the jurisdiction of the Catholic
Church, and the tribunal of the church was
what is known as ‘the Inquisition’.

As officially they were no longer Mus-
lims, they were accused of heresy as Chris-
tians under the rules of the Inquisition.

Even when they tried to find affinities be-
tween Christianity and Islam, it was enough
to be accused of being a heretic.

They were forbidden to speak or write in
Arabic, which had been their language for
over eight centuries.

Circumcision was not allowed, nor the
organisation of weddings according to Mus-
lim tradition; polygamy and celebrations of
any kind at any home with the doors closed
were banned.

Public baths were shut down, women
could not cover themselves, funerals could
not be carried out according to Islamic tra-
dition, and Muslim midwives were not au-
thorised to attend childbirth.

The Moriscos, as the Muslim converts
were called, asked for a delay to be able to
fulfil all the demands, and they offered the
king 200 000 ducats (gold coins), which
were accepted.

They managed, by following the same
procedure and paying massive amounts, to
delay the application of the laws for a few

years.
When King Charles died, the new king,

Philippe II, a ‘guardian of Christianity’, ac-
cepted no more delays and the Inquisition
was given full rein.

The Moriscos were still firm in their deen.
In 1526, a priest wrote to the king: ‘In
Granada, the Moriscos are very fine Mus-
lims; 27 years after they had all been bap-
tised, I could not find even 27 inhabitants
who are really Christians, not even seven.’

Another priest sent to check the faith of
some villagers wrote: ‘I am sick and tired of
these people; they have an infernal will
which makes me despair of finding any good
in them… I’ve been in these mountains for
eight days and I find them more Muslim
than ever… there is no other solution than
to burn them all alive…’

The Moriscos were compelled to take
part in the celebration of Mass, and through
laws and even festivals, some still surviving
in Granada like La Fiesta de la Cruz (the
Festival of the Cross), were forced to show
in public that they were not practising Islam,
the doors of their houses had to be open to
everyone, and in the streets they had to cel-
ebrate by eating pork and drinking wine
around a cross.

They had to keep their practice and be-
liefs secret.

Anyone could present a denunciation to
the Inquisitors.

A jealous neighbour, an angry customer,
anyone who saw or heard anything would
be sufficient testimony to send them to
prison and torture.

Even to be clean and perfumed was a sign
of being stubbornly attached to Islamic cus-
toms!

An extract from a document currently in
archives, referring to trials of the Inquisition,
state that a man was tortured ‘for playing
music in the night, dancing and eating cous-
cous’.

According to another document, seven-

teen inhabitants of a village caught while try-
ing to escape to North Africa were detained.
They entered prison on August 1, 1567. The
two who were considered responsible were
burnt alive on May 15, 1569.

Two others were condemned to the gal-
lows and the rest were released after torture
and almost a year in prison.

Many were caught for not showing
enough respect or having refused to pray in
front of images representing Jesus or the
cross, which they considered idolatry.

But also, we can see in those documents
how the Catholics did not understand what
the Moriscos considered idolatry and how
many of the accusations were completely
forged; many Moriscos were accused of hav-
ing statues of Prophet Muhammad (SAW)
and praying in front of it instead of praying
to the cross!

Forged accusations were very common,
and the Inquisition accepted them without
much question.

Under terrible torture, the accused would
sooner or later give up the struggle. Many
died during torture, many died in prisons,
many at the stake.

Once declared guilty, the church had the
right to confiscate and keep all their proper-
ties and wealth.

When the Muslims managed to escape
with their lives, if they breathed a word of
what had happened while they were prison-
ers, they were caught again for betraying the
secrecy.

I don’t want to go into detail about the
tortures, which were incredibly sadistic.

But in the main cities of Andalusia, there
are museums of the Inquisition, where you
can see their instruments and procedures.

Many Muslims rebelled and took refuge
in the mountains.

They were called the monfies.
They sent letters asking for help from

Muslim authorities in Algiers and Constan-
tinople.

Since no help came, they elected an amir,
a descendent from the Umayyads and started
an uprising in the Alpujarras, in 1568, which

lasted until 1571.
As a reprisal, the population of Granada,

who had not even participated in the upris-
ing, was deported to other parts of Spain;
the official number is 80 000, of which only
one in five survived the conditions of the
journey.

In December 1609, the ultimate solution
was signed – the decree of expulsion of all
the Moriscos from the whole territory of
Spain.

That resulted in genocide.
Although the Muslims were given three

days to leave their homes, it took five years
to expel them. Hundreds of thousands were
stuck on roads and in ports in terrible con-
ditions; many died on the road, the ones still
alive were sent in boats to the coast of
Africa.

They had to leave behind their houses and
properties, which were given to the Christian
landlords as compensation for losing their
workers. They were only allowed to take
with them what they could carry.

Parents were forced to abandon their chil-
dren under the age of seven, unless they went
to France or Italy (i.e. non-Muslim territo-
ries), again putting themselves at risk as they
were not welcome there.

They had to pay for their passage on
board the ships. The Royal Navy could not
do it alone so private captains offered their
boats, although it was later discovered that
they threw their passengers into the sea after
robbing them and returned for more.

Some Muslims took refuge in the moun-
tains. We can trace them to the 19th century,
by which time they had probably forgotten
their deen and their history but were, for
centuries, a force against the oppressors and
a support to the poor.

Vicente Medina composed the following
poem:
My Moorish Land
The Moriscos are still at the Ricote Valley
As from those ravines they could not bring
them out
They changed their dress code, of course!
There will be Moors in Spain for ever!

The terror of the Spanish Inquisition

MADRASAH Tul Madina (MTM) is
 hosting its annual career expo 2019 on
Saturday, September 14, 2019, from 9am
till 12:30pm, at Portlands High School
Hall, in Mitchells Plain.

This is one of the madrasah’s social de-
velopment projects to make information
available about study opportunities or jobs
to youth and their parents on the Cape
Flats.

Educational institutions, artisans and
small businesses will have information ta-
bles to share information on careers and ap-
plication procedures. This will provide them
the opportunity to distribute pamphlets and
display the banners of their institutions.

Visual displays and addressing the youth
collectively in the hall could be arranged by
request.

Last year, the career expo brought to-
gether a variety of higher tertiary and pri-
vate educational institutes, small businesses
and higher Islamic educational institutes
under one roof.

These included University of Cape Town,
Iziko museums, Cape Peninsula University
of Technology, Mastergrade IT, Sanzaf, Ipsa,
Madina Institute, Al Zahraa Institute and
numerous small businesses and artisans.

Educators, professionals, business people
and donors may contact MTM to see how
they can contribute to the expo’s further de-
velopment.

Educational institutes, artisans and small
businesses who wish to reserve information
tables may contact the madrasah at 021 376
2827 or 083 948 5436, 081 803 8538 or
email: madrasahtulmadina@gmail.com for

Career expo to bring study and
job opportunities to the youth

Art competition
closing date
 extended
THE submission date for the
 international art competition to
 commemorate Imam Abdullah Haron’s
killing in detention 50 years ago has
been extended.

Entries for the competition, organised
by the Islamic Foundation for Islamic Art
(Safia), must now be submitted no later
than Thursday, September 12, 2019. The
original closing date was August 31.

Entries should be submitted to the fol-
lowing address: NYZ Afripeak, First
floor, 82 Kromboom Road, Rondebosch
East, Cape Town, 7780 South Africa

For telephonic enquiries call Saneeyah
Adams at 083 452 6973.
The poster (right) detailing the theme of the
 International Art Competition. The closing date
has been extended to September 12, 2019.
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Commemorating an enduring legacy

This special supplement commemorates a series of events in the
 history of the Muslim community in the Western Cape.
A programme to mark these milestones will be held on Sunday
 September 8, 2019 at Auwal Masjid in Dorp Street, Cape Town. It
is hosted by Auwal Masjid and Jamaa-atu-Khatmiel Quran, with
support from the students of the legendary Shaikh Muhammad
Salih Abadi.
The programme commences with a Khatam-ul-Quran recital
 followed by a keynote address by Shaikh Amien Fakier.
The four milestone events being commemorated are:
Memorialising 225 years of Auwal Masjid and its National•
 Heritage status
Celebrating 80 years since the founding of the •
Jamaa-atu-Khatmiel Quran
Remembering al-Marhoom Shaikh Salih Abadi 20 years since his•
passing
Commemorating 50 years since the largest huffaaz tamat of•
Shaikh Abadi’s students and honouring his past students.

AUWAL MASJID
225 years as a symbol of Islam

AUWAL Masjid, located in
Dorp Street, in Bo-Kaap, is
the first mosque established at
the southernmost tip of
Africa. Recently declared a
National Heritage Site by the
South African Department of
Arts and Culture, the mosque
has been a beacon of Islam
for 225 years.

First masjid in South Africa
Auwal Masjid is far more

than a historic building in an
old part of Cape Town.

The land of the masjid was
donated by the lady Saartjie
van den Kaap and the first
imam of this first masjid was
the revolutionary from the roy-
alty of Tidore, Tuan Guru
(Imam Abdullah ibn Qadi
Abdus-Salaam).

The Dutch banished him for
12 years to Robben Island, off
Cape Town, in 1780, for his re-
sistance against the cololonial
occupation of the Malaysian-
Indonesian archipelago.

Upon his release from im-
prisonment in 1792, Tuan

Guru was 81 years old. Yet,
under his leadership, Auwal
Masjid, from its inception in
1794, facilitated a myriad of
activities.

The masjid served as a place
of worship, a refuge for slaves,
a centre of spirituality, a school
of learning open to all; per-
chance the first madrasah in
the southern hemisphere.

Hallowed history
Auwal Masjid has ever since

its inception been a symbol of
struggle of Muslims for the
recognition of Islam and the
freedom to worship.

The hallowed history of the
masjid is of vital importance in
the narrative of striving for jus-
tice against oppression, for the
promotion of learning and the
desire for equality and freedom
for all.

This story is significant in
the broader national account
of Islam’s contribution to the
enhancement of societies in
Africa.

Auwal Masjid in Dorp Street, Bo-Kaap, Cape Town.
Photo TOYER NAKIDIEN

TUAN Guru, the first imam of the first masjid in Southern Africa, was
 incarcerated on Robben Island from 1780 to 1792. While on the island, he
wrote the entire Quran from memory. A handwritten copy of the Quran is
still on display at Auwal Mosque (photo ).
Though they imprisoned him, they could not detain the Quran that was in
his heart. Though they banished him, he never abandoned the Quran that
inspired him.
Despite his incarceration, his manifest destiny was fulfilled. We salute Tuan
Guru, a scholar-teacher, a revolutionary exemplar, a spiritual luminary, one
who bequeathed us the gift of the Quran at the Cape.

Photo TOYER NAKIDIEN

Perpetuating the Quranic tradition

THERE have been numerous imams of Auwal
Masjid over the past 200 odd years after Tuan
Guru. These included Achmad van Bengal (the
 husband of Saartjie van den Kaap), Abdol Bassier,
Abdol Barrie and Gasant Achmat.

The current imams, Shaikh Ismail Londt and
Moulana Mohammed Carr, are keeping alive the tra-

dition of Quran, the teaching of Islam and the prac-
tice of dhikrullah.

Among the imams of the historic Auwal Masjid
was one of the renowned teachers of Quran in South-
ern Africa, Shaikh Muhammad Salih Abadi. He was
a founder member of the Jamaa-atu-Khatmiel Quran,
which celebrates 80 years since its launch.

Imams of Auwal Masjid

The last group photograph of the Jamaa-atu Khatmiel Qur’an with its founder, Shaikh Muhammad Salih Abadi. Standing
(from left): Hafidh Achmad Solomon, Hafidh Shaikh Ismail Londt (current Imam of Auwal Masjid), Hafidh Dr Razeen Gopal
and Hafidh Hoosain Dalvi. Seated (from left): Hafidh Imam Sierauj Willenberg, Hafidh Shaikh Abdullah Awaldien, Hafidh
Imam Mogamad Salie Davids, Hafidh Shaikh Muhammad Salih Abadi (who served as Imam at Auwal Masjid), Hafidh Imam
 Abduraghman Salie, Hafidh Fouad Gabier and Hafidh Aslam Abrahams.

ESTABLISHED around 1940,
the Jamaa-atu Khatmiel Qur’an
group has been meeting weekly,
solely to recite the Quran.

Among the objectives of the ja-
maah was to unite those who had

memorised the Quran in the spirit
of friendship while, at the same
time, critically listening to one an-
other’s recitation in order to en-
sure a high quality of accurate
recitation.

The objective was to promote
the Quran in the community, and
this practice continues today, the
reciters meeting every Sunday to
recite the Quran.

These Quranic recitation pro-

grammes are arranged through the
executive board member of Auwal
Masjid, Hajji Cassiem Abdullah,
who also serves as the general sec-
retary of the Jamaa-atu Khatmiel
Qur’an.

Jamaa-atu 
Khatmiel
Qur’an

In recent years extensive renovations have been carried out at Auwal Masjid to
accommodate a growing congregation. However, it still retains the charm and
character worthy of the first masjid in South Africa. Photo TOYER NAKIDIEN
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We congratulate all involved and acknowledge their contribution to the Islamic spiritual leadership and heritage in the Cape.

SHAIKH MUHAMMAD SALIH ABADI
THE very name ‘Shaikh
Salih Abadi’ still conjures
up an image of Quran,
just as the very sound of
his voice was an echo of
the Quran.

No other religious
leader in the Cape re-
ceived the respect and ho-
nour accorded to him.
Many people would at-
tend the mosque
where Shaikh Abadi led
prayer purely to hear his
recitation or to be blessed
by his noble presence.

The extent to which
Shaikh Abadi was revered
and respected was often
manifested in the sponta-
neous affection and regard
shown when he was seen
by those present who
would rush towards him.

His humility was evi-
dent in the manner in
which he smilingly recip-

rocated the attention he
received from old and
young.

The son of Muhammad
Sulayman Abadi, who em-
igrated to South Africa
from Taiz, in Yemen,
Shaikh Salih Abadi started
memorising the Quran
under Imam Mu’awiyyah
Sedick, who was of Turk-
ish origin as his grandfa-
ther had arrived from
Istanbul, and settled in the
Cape.

At the age of 15,
Shaikh Abadi had memo-
rised the Quran then left
for Makkah in 1927,
where he remained to
study for twelve years.

Besides studying at
Saulatiyah Institute, he
was under the expert tute-
lage of outstanding schol-
ars, such as Shaikh
Muhammad Jamal Mir-

dad, Shaikh Muhammad
Ubaid, Sayed Alawi Ma-
liki, Shaikh Eesa Rauwas,
Shaikh Abd al-Hayy al-
Kettani al-Maghribi,
Shaikh Abd al-Baqi al-
Laknawi, Shaikh Abd al-
Rahman Dahhan and
Shaikh Hasan al-
Mashshaat.

Locally, he also benefit-
ted from the vast knowl-
edge of Shaikh Ismail
Hanief Edwards.

Upon his return to
South Africa, Shaikh
Abadi dedicated his entire
life to transmitting the art
of precise Quranic recita-
tion.

Though he served as
imam at Grey Street
Masjid, in Durban,
Zeenatul Islam Masjid, in
District Six, Shafi Masjid
and Auwal Masjid, in Bo-
Kaap, his life was prima-

rily dedicated to reading
and teaching the Quran
until he breathed his last,
on September 14, 1999, at
the age of 87.

Shaikh Salih Abadi’s
lasting legacy is the con-
tinuation of the heritage
of Tuan Guru, one pre-
served the Quran by writ-
ing it from memory and
the other preserved the au-
thenticity of the Quran by
promoting accuracy of its
recitation.

Through the protege of
Shaikh Abadi and subse-
quent students, it is esti-
mated that over 1 000
people have, to date,
memorised the Quran in
South Africa. Shaikh Salih
Abadi is rightfully consid-
ered the doyen of the huf-
faadh fraternity in
southern Africa. Shaikh Muhammad Salih Abadi during his latter years.

Icon of Quranic teachers in South Africa

Students of 
Shaikh Salih Abadi:
the fruits of his labour
ACADEMIC and historian, Dr Yusuf da Costa, documented that
among the many students who had memorised the Quran under
Shaikh Salih Abadi were Imam Shamsodien Ebrahiem, Shaikh
 Abdurraghiem Sallie, Shaikh Ghanief Booley, Imam Ahmed Moos,
Imam Omar Abdullah Ulday, Moulana Farouq Patel, Shaikh
Muhammad Moerat, Shaikh Sa’dullah Khan, Shaikh Abdurragh-
man Salie, Moulana Abd al-Haq Makdah, Shaikh Fouad Gabier,
Shaikh Siraj Johaar, Moulana Abdul Aleem Akleker, Dr Hoosain
Khan, Moulana Abdurrahman Haffejee, Dr Razeen Gopal, Hafidh
Goolam Muhideen, Imam Amien Soeker, Moulana Yunus Makdah,
Hafidh Sierauj Willenberg, Imam Ismail Soeker, Hafidh Habib
Kagee, Shaikh Abd Allah Awaldien, Shaikh Hashiem Cassiem,
Shaikh Ebrahim Gabriels, Hafidh Haroun Kadwah, Moulana
Shabir Rajah, Hafidh Ismail Fakhrudin and Hafidh Shabier Kajee.

Shaikh Muhammad Moerat
Shaikh Salih Abadi was not

only my honourable ustaadh but
he and Ummie were parents to me.
There I was, a little boy from
Paarl, taken in by these loving,
pious people in Bo-Kaap. They
nurtured me with affection and in-
stilled in me a higher appreciation
of the words of Allah. I feel privi-
leged to have been tutored and
mentored by an exceptional
teacher of the Quran and a re-
markable human being: Shaikh
Salih Abadi.
Shaikh Siraj Johaar

There are those who come into
our lives and have an immeasura-
ble impact that changes our lives
forever. For many of us, Shaikh
Abadi was that person, and he im-
pacted our lives through the Holy
Quran.
Professor Yusuf da Costa

There can be no doubt that the
huffaadh at the Cape have played
a unique role in the history of
Islam in South Africa. They have
kept the Quran alive within the so-
cial fabric of the Muslim commu-
nity, and in this way, they have
made a major contribution to the
preservation of Islam in this coun-
try. In all this, Shaikh Muhammad
Salih Abadi’s contribution has
been particularly significant.
(from Hifz tradition at the Cape)

Shaikh Sa’dullah Khan
Shaikh Muhammad Salih

Abadi was a disseminator of the
legacy of al-Quran and an expert
exponent of the enunciation and
articulation of Quranic recitation.

He transmitted the science of
Tajweed-ul-Quran according to
authentic chains of transmission,
and was among the foremost pro-
moters of the preservation of the
Quran and a prime teacher en-
abling such preservation of revela-
tion in southern Africa.

Contemporary historians ac-
knowledge Shaikh Abadi as ‘an
icon of Quranic teachers’ at the
southern tip of Africa, one who
has earned the deserved respect of
every reciter, teacher and promoter
of Quran.

He is worthy of being a distin-
guished member of the Ahl-ul-
Quran, whom Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) referred to as
ahl-lullah wa khaas satuh (people
of Allah who are special to Him).

May Allah forever bless the
noble soul of Shaikh Salih Abadi,
and may those whom he has
taught continue to perpetuate his
outstanding legacy.

This was a citation presented by
another of his students, Shaikh
Sa’dullah Khan, on behalf of all
those who learnt Quran under the
tutelage of Shaikh Salih Abadi.

Tributes to 
Shaikh Salih Abadi

The largest group of Shaikh Abadi’s students to tammat as huffaadh, graduated at the Shafi Mosque, in Chiappini Street, in 
Bo-Kaap. They passed out their Tahfidhul Quran on August 30, 1969, under the auspices of Shaikh Salih Abadi and in the pres-
ence of the life-president of the Muslim Judicial Council, Shaikh Ahmed Behardien, and other notable scholars of Quran.
(Back Row – older graduates) Moulana Abdul Aleem Akleker, Hafidh Alauddin Mukaddam, Imam Abduraghman Salie, Shaikh
Fuad Gabier, Shaikh Serag Johaar, Moulana Abdurrahman Haffejee.
(Middle Row – Quranic scholars) Imam Nawawi van der Ross, Shaikh Salih Abadi, Shaikh Achmad Behardien, Shaikh Abdul Aziz
Gabier, Imam Shamsodien Ebrahiem.
(Front Row – younger graduates) Shaikh Sa’dullah Khan, Dr Hoosein Khan, Hafidh Goolam Muhideen.

Largest group to tammat under Shaikh Salih Abadi

The newborn blessed by the grace of the sage...
Shaikh Salih with Haji Hashiem Enous and baby
Ayesha Jacobs in 1998.

A young Shaikh Salih
Abadi (right) with his
 ustaad, Imam Muawiyah

Shaikh Seraj Hendricks, of the
 Azzavia, in Cape Town, looks on as
Shaikh Salih Abadi reads the Quran at
Macassar to mark 300 years of Islam at
the Cape. Photo SHAFIQ MORTON

Reciting a
duah from
his famous
red kitab
(book),
which

Shaikh Salih
Abadi
 always

 carried with
him.

Shaikh Muhammad Salih Abadi (seated centre) with members of the community on his return from Makkah.

Shaikh Salih Abadi welcoming Shaikh Sayed Muhammad Maliki al-Alawi to Cape Town, with Shaikh Nazeem
 Mohamed looking on. Photo SHAFIQ MORTON

Shaikh Salih Abadi (seated, centre) with his father, Sulayman
(standing directly behind him).

LEFT: Shaikh Salih Abadi (in the white
turban) concludes the Khatmul Quran
celebrating 300 years of Islam at the
Cape.

Shaikh Salih Abadi (right) with one of his students,
Shaikh Muhammad Moerat.

Shaikh Salih Abadi performing the nikah of one of
his students, Shaikh Sa’dullah Khan, with another
student, Imam Abduraghman Salie, looking on
(right).

TOP: Shaikh Salih Abadi (left) during
his student days.
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Tribute to the marhoom students of Shaikh Salih Abadi
May Allah reward them with the highest place in Jannah

IMAM Shamsodien Ebrahim
 Firfirey, or Hafiz Saheb as he was
popularly known, was one of the
earliest hifdh students of Shaikh
Salih Abadi.

An unassuming man with re-
markable capacity for memorisa-
tion, Imam Shamsodien was
known for his soft approach,
avoidance of controversy, modest
demeanour and beautiful recita-
tion.

Such was the quality of his
tilawah that the strict Shaikh
Abadi would prefer him to read
whenever there was a request for
one of his students to recite.

Imam Shamsodien served with
wisdom and distinction as imam at
Nurul Islam Masjid, in Addison
Road, Salt River, for over 45 years.
He dedicated his entire life to lead-
ing the congregation in salaah and
teaching Quran at the masjid.

Numerous students from all
over southern Africa have memo-
rised Quran under the tutelage of
Imam Shamsodien. These include
Dr Rashid Omar, Dr Riedwaan Is-
mail, Moulana Khaleel Tambe,
Shaikh Shouket Ali, Qari Idrees
Paruk, Imam Moosa Titus, Shaikh
Faizel Firfirey, Hafidh Abdurah-
man Sonday, Advocate A. Mo-
hamed, Hafidh Mushtaq Rahim,

Imam Abdul Wahab Hamdulay,
Hafidh Ahmed Behardien, Shaikh
Hashim Julies, Imam Yusuf
Parker, Imam Bashier Rahim,
Moulana Adil Johaar, Hafidh
Aslam Hamdulay, Hafidh
Amirudin Paleker, Imam Goolam
Parker, Imam Fuad Samaai,
Hafidh Khaleel Hamdulay, Imam
Fahim Daries, Moulana Abdul
Malik Fanie, Goolam Hafiz
Rooknodien; and the list goes on
to over 100 huffaadh.

Some of Shaikh Salih Abadi’s
students, like Shaikh Sa’dullah
Khan, also revised the Quran by
Imam Shamsodien.

Despite his meagre income,
simple lifestyle and lack of recog-
nition by many, Imam Shamsodien
treated all those he encountered
with respect.

Students relate his unique abil-
ity to engage each hafidh as an in-
dividual, recognising their
strengths and weaknesses, and
dealing with them accordingly in a
most dignified manner.

Such was his humility and bash-
fulness that when he was invited,
in 1999, to receive the Masjid-ul-
Quds Achievers Award for Out-
standing Service to the
Community, he had to be per-
suaded by another Quran student

of his, late Dr Abdul Wahab Bar-
day, to attend.

Imam Shamsodien left this
world with a smile on his face on
March 10, 2000, at the age of 76.
He lies buried next to his ustaadh,
Shaikh Salih Abadi, at the Con-
stantia maqbarah.

Imam Shamsodien Ebrahim:
loving teacher of Quran

Imam Hafidh Shamsodien Ebrahim
 receiving the Masjid-ul-Quds
 Achievers Award for Outstanding
Service to the Community in 1999.

Since Shaikh Salih Abadi and his
beloved wife, Fatimah (Ummie),
had no biological offspring, it
was Shaikh Abdurraghiem  Sallie
who was closest to being a son to
them.

Shaikh Abdurraghiem, who
was originally from ‘Fietas’,
Vrededorp, in Gauteng, spent
eight years living with Shaikh
Abadi, in Cape Town, and was
then taken by him, in 1958, to
Makkah for further studies, even
studying under some of his teach-
ers at the Haram.

A lover of books and passionate
about cricket (his father was the
captain of the then Transvaal
cricket team), Shaikh Abdur-
raghiem focused much of his life
studying and teaching what he had
learnt.

Such was his thirst for knowl-
edge that, despite ill-health, he
journeyed to Cairo to further en-
hance his knowledge even when he
reached the age of 50.

He mastered numerous fields of
study, such as Tawhid, Tafsir, Leg-
islative History, Personal Law and
Jurisprudence.

Besides Shaikh Abadi, his
teachers included Imam Abdul
Hamied Malick, Shaikh Shakier
Gamieldien, Shaikh Ahmed Behar-
dien, Sayed Abdur Rahman al-

Maliki (Makkah) and Dr Taha
Abdul Aziz Abul Fadl (Egypt).

Shaikh Abdurraghiem founded
numerous educational institutions,
especially in impoverished areas,
such as Manenberg, on the Cape
Flats. He also established boarding
homes from Paarl to Surrey Estate
for students from outside the
Cape, who wished to memorise
the Quran.

An estimated 60 students from
across South Africa attained the
honour of hafidhul Quran under
the tutelage of Shaikh Abdur-
raghiem.

He taught a variety of subjects
at numerous classes throughout
his life and served as imam in Klip-
town (home of the Freedom Char-

ter), imam of Kerk Street Mosque,
in Johannesburg, president of Ma-
jlis-ush-Shura al-Islamia and, fi-
nally, 25 years as imam of Shafi
Mosque, in Chiappini Street, Bo-
Kaap.

He authored more than 30 out-
standing books on a multiplicity of
subjects, from fundamentals of
faith to inheritance; from divorce
and maintenance to child care.
Most of these works are being
used as textbooks and sources of
reference by many teachers of Is-
lamic studies.

Shaikh Abdurraghiem Sallie
breathed his last on September 1,
2013, at the age of 69 and the
world bade farewell to a jurist,
teacher, imam and a prolific au-
thor.

Shaikh Abdurraghiem Sallie: 
a life committed to learning,
 empowering and serving

A young Shaikh Abdurraghiem Sallie
(left), with his teacher, Shaikh
 Muhammad Salih Abadi (seated), and
Shaikh Muhammad Ali from Aden in
Yemen.The student, Shaikh Abdurraghiem

Sallie. In this historic photograph of the Jamaa-atu Khatmiel Qur’an, taken in July 1959,
Shaikh Muhammad Salih Abadi (fourth from left) with the three marhoom
 students: Imam Shamsodien Ebrahim (next to Shaikh Abadi), Hafidh Omar
 Abdullah Ulday (standing, second from left), Shaikh Abdurraghiem Sallie
 (standing,  second from right).

Among the well-known students
of Shaikh Salih Abadi was the
Wynberg-based Hafidh Omar
Abdullah Ulday.

He initially studied under Imam
Mu’awiyah Sedick, one of the
teachers of Shaikh Salih Abadi but
after the passing of Imam Sedick,
in 1952, he memorised the Quran
under the guidance of Shaikh
Abadi and studied Islamic Ju-
risprudence under Shaikh Achmat
Behardien.

Hafidh Omar Abdullah had the
honour of reciting Quran with
senior huffaadh, such as the leg-
endary Shaikh Ismail Ganief Ed-
wards, Shaikh Ismail Tarien, Boeta
Noor Ghafiz, Imam Gasant,
Shaikh Yusuf Gabier, Shaikh Uth-
man Najjaar, Hafidh Sedick Sa-
dien and Shaikh Yusuf Booley.

Among the numerous students
who graduated in Hifdh-ul-Quran
under him were Imam Hashim
Lamara, Shaikh Mieraaj Abra-
hams, Imam Abdullah Agherdien,
Hafidh Nazeem Davids, Shaikh
Ighsaan Abrahams, Hafidh
Ebrahiem Slamang, Shaikh
Ebrahiem Tofa and Hafidh Ashraf
Jikolo, who served as assistant
imam with him at Quloobul
Moe’mineen Masjid.

In his service to the community,
Imam Omar taught Quran at var-
ious schools, including Muham-
madeyah Primary School, in Batts
Road, Wynberg, Salt River Mus-
lim School, St Athens Road Masjid
and in Kensington, with Dr Yusuf
da Costa.

After the fall of apartheid,
when the community started to
move back into Goodwood, Imam
Omar Abdullh Ulday re-initiated
the Goodwood Madrasah, in

1998. Known for his dedication to
teaching Quran to students, he
was known for his punctuality.

He served in imamate position
at Siddiqui Masjied with the
renowned scholar and author,
Shaikh Amien Fakier. He also did
imamate at Shafi Mosque, in Bo-
Kaap, Yusufeyyah Masjid, in
Wynberg, and Quloobul Moe’mi-
neen Mosque, in Goodwood,
where he officiated till his passing.

He served as member of the
Jameya-tul Qurraa Committee as
well as on the MJC Imaarah and
Halaal Trust. Imam Hafidh Omar
Abdullah Ulday passed away on
November 10, 2009, at the age of
71. He was a student and then
companion of Shaikh Salih Abadi
for 52 years.

Imam Omar Abdullah Ulday:
 dedicated teacher and
 steadfast companion 
for 52 years

Imam Omar Abdullah Ulday was a
 companion of his teacher, Shaikh
Muhammad Salih Abadi, for 52 years.

Unless stated otherwise, all
 photographs in this supplement

were sourced from family, friends
and students.

All editorial content was compiled
by Shaikh Sa’dullah Khan.
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THE internationally acclaimed
NGO, Islamic Relief SA launches
its Refugee  Empowerment
 Project 2019 (WREP 2019) in
South Africa.

The project aims to address the
daily challenges faced by female
refugees in the country.

Most of these women have not
only been displaced but also have
limited access to formal employ-
ment due to reasons such as lack
of skills, knowledge, language
barriers, and mistrust between lo-
cals and refugees. WREP has been

launched in the hope of empower-
ing these women socially and eco-
nomically through skills
development and social cohesion.

The project targets 120 margin-
alised women (84 refugees drawn
from the IRSA Orphans Sponsor-
ship Programme (OSP) and 36
South African women drawn from
host communities.

The project sets out to increase
household income through engag-
ing in viable livelihood options,
enhance female worker rights and
also foster social cohesion.

Islamic Relief South
Africa launches project
for women refugees

THE Jamiatut Toliebien Muslim Burial Service hereby confirms that
Gamat Saaid Mustapha is no longer in their employment as an agent
or collector.

He is, therefore, no longer authorised to collect any funds or mem-
bership booklets on behalf of the burial service. For any enquiries please
contact the office of the burial service at 082 557 1301 or 021 391 2978.

Muslim burial
service notice

THE South African National
Zakah Fund (Sanzaf) announced
the organisation’s financial
 results of its year ended 30 April
30, 2019/ 24 Shabaan 1440.

In the reporting period, Sanzaf
reached its 45th year milestone,
marked by an ‘encouraging in-
crease in the distribution and ex-
pended of total funds collected.’

An interview with the Sanzaf
chairperson, and an analysis of
the financials will be published in
the next edition of Muslim Views.

Sanzaf audited
financials
 published

MANY European countries have
some of the lowest road fatality
rates.

While there are many reasons
for this, from better resources to
more respect for road laws, one
reason is the limitations placed on
driving times of commercial driv-
ers.

South Africa does not have sim-
ilar restrictions but fleet managers
should look to the example set
abroad and place their own restric-
tions on their fleets.

The managing director of Mas-
terDrive, Eugene Herbert, says not
only are limitations placed on driv-
ing times but this is measured to
ensure enforcement.

‘Commercial vehicles have
modern telematics systems that can
measure many parameters, includ-
ing driving and rest times. Unfor-
tunately, South Africa does not

have similar restrictions on truck
and bus drivers and even if this
were to happen it would be some
time before it could become en-
forceable using advanced telemat-
ics systems.

‘Yet, companies committed to
improving road safety, looking
after the well-being of drivers and
avoiding the costs associated with
crashes, shouldn’t rely on the law
to help them improve conditions
for their drivers. Every company
can commit to limiting driving
times and making mandatory rest
periods of their own accord.’

It is possible to meet customer
demands and delivery schedules
while still ensuring drivers are not
fatigued.

‘Granted, this may require some
additional costs but these will be
nowhere near the cost that crashes
will have on your organisation and

the families of drivers.
‘Look at the proven laws and

policies from abroad that deter-
mine what driving hours are con-
sidered acceptable to prevent
fatigued driving or driving times
that make drivers vulnerable to
crashes. Then implement these
within your own fleet and give
your drivers the necessary tools to
make this possible.’

Become a South African organ-
isation that leads the way in road
safety.

‘Do not wait for law-enforcers
to tell you how to increase road
safety but rather lead the way
based on international best-prac-
tice. Combine this with training
and a company culture that priori-
tises safety, and you will soon be-
come a leader in road safety,’ says
Herbert.
Courtesy: MotorPress

Looking abroad for better road
safety measures to stem road deaths

This months’s
‘Narratives for
Thought’ is
 titled “The
 beggar who
wanted more”.
Turn to page 29
in this edition
for the full story.
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GENEVIEVE GONSALVES 
& SIMONE DELO

WE often take for granted the
importance of hearing in our
lives, and it is only when you lose
a sense that you realise its
 importance.

Hearing is an important aspect
of communication. It enables us to
socialise, assists with relaxation
and stress relief, and it plays an
important role in warning us of
potential danger in our surround-
ings. Loss of hearing can cause
feelings of isolation, frustration
and even lead to depression.

A hearing loss is not always ob-
vious and certainly does not only
affect the elderly. We often find
that people with hearing impair-
ments are treated with intolerance
by their family and friends.

People with hearing loss tend to
hide their difficulties, unsuccess-
fully so, creating a perpetual cycle
where communication is difficult.

There are various causes for
hearing impairment; some can be
medically treated while others
may require assistive listening de-
vices or hearing aids. If there is no
option for surgical intervention,
hearing aids will go a long way to
improve hearing and communica-
tion.

Hearing aids are very advanced
at both a technical and cosmetic
level, and should be used when

hearing loss is first noticeable.
Continued stimulation of the hear-
ing pathways is important to pre-
serve its function.

Noise is a part of everyday life,
however, excessive exposure to
loud noise can damage your hear-
ing, especially with repeated expo-
sure. People who work with or
around loud machinery are most
at risk and should be wearing ear
protection.

There is legislation to protect
employees who work in noisy con-

ditions, however, there is very little
attention paid to recreational
noise exposure. This includes the
damaging levels of noise at con-
certs, playing in a band or night-
clubs. Hearing screening is done at
most hospitals shortly after birth.
Some babies are born with hearing
loss while others may acquire their
hearing loss in the first few years
of life.

There are different causes for
hearing loss in childhood, which
includes birth defects, syndromes,

complications during preg-
nancy or birth as well as
middle ear infections. Young
children may develop middle
ear infections, which can af-
fect hearing. Recurrent mid-
dle ear infections are treated
by ENT surgeons with the
insertion of grommets.
Grommets remain in the ear
for up to a year. This hearing
loss is usually temporary
and, after treatment, will re-
turn to normal.

One of the most notice-
able signs of hearing loss in
childhood is delayed speech
and language development.
Therefore, early identifica-
tion is a crucial first step in
the management of those af-
fected.

With the aid of a cochlear
implant, hearing aids and re-
habilitation, speech and lan-
guage development can take

place.
Aging is a normal part of life;

however, as your body ages, you
may notice a decline in your hear-
ing.  One of the first signs that
your ears have started aging is a
ringing or buzzing sound in the
ear.

The following are signs of hear-
ing loss: People may sound as if
they are mumbling; constantly
asking someone to repeat what the
person has said while communi-

cating; difficulty when having to
participate in group conversations;
frequent misinterpretation; diffi-
culty listening in the presence of
background noise; difficulty hear-
ing alarms and warning sounds;
increasing the volume of a TV or
radio.

If you suspect you have a hear-
ing loss, contact an audiologist for
an assessment and advice.

An audiologist is trained to as-
sess and diagnose your hearing
problems, and advise you on the
best form of management.

This may include referrals to an
ENT specialist for medical man-
agement if necessary, hearing aid
fittings, communication repair
strategies or therapy (aural reha-
bilitation).

Why not visit our new Hear
Right branch in Rondebosch if
you think you have a hearing loss?
The Hear Right Riverside Mall
Rondebosch branch is on the
ground floor, opposite Vitacare
Pharmacy, and you can have your
ears syringed if necessary.

Feel free to have your hearing
tested and ask our audiologists
about your current hearing aids,
too.
Free call 0800 12 4327 or email
us at info@hear-right.co.za

Hearing loss in the spotlight
Health File

There are different causes for hearing loss in childhood. These include birth defects,
syndromes, complications during pregnancy or birth as well as middle ear infections.

Photo 123RF.COM
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SHAMEEMA ADAMS
IN a continuous effort to ensure
accessibility to healthcare and
 towards bringing healthcare
 services within reach of the local
community, Melomed Richards
Bay has successfully added yet
another offering to its range of
multidisciplinary services
 following the opening of the first
Catheterisation Laboratory
 (cathlab) in the history of
 Zululand and Northern
KwaZulu-Natal (KZN). This
brings life-saving facilities within
much closer reach to the people
living in the area. 

With the first successful heart
bypass, which took place at
Melomed Richards Bay, it is yet
another milestone achievement in
the transformation of the private
healthcare landscape delivery in
Zululand.

Mr Ramkilowan, a 48-year-old
male from Empangeni, presented
with severe chest pains and short-
ness of breath.

The resident interventional car-
diologist at Melomed Richards
Bay, undertook an angiogram
which revealed coronary artery
disease.

He had a severe form of disease
involving the left mainstem artery,
and was not amenable to percuta-
neous stenting.

As part of the holistic team ap-
proach, the patient was then re-
ferred to the specialist
cardiothoracic surgeon at
Melomed Richards Bay, who per-
formed the bypass.

The cardiothoracic surgeon ex-
plains about a coronary bypass
procedure:

Coronary bypass surgery redi-
rects blood around a section of a
blocked or partially blocked artery
in your heart to improve blood
flow to your heart muscle.

The procedure involves taking
a healthy blood vessel from your
leg, arm or chest and connecting it
beyond the blocked arteries in
your heart.

The risk of developing compli-
cations is generally low but it de-
pends on your health before
surgery. Your risk of complica-
tions is higher if the operation is
done as an emergency procedure
or if you have other medical con-
ditions, such as emphysema, kid-
ney disease, diabetes or blocked
arteries in your legs (peripheral ar-
tery disease).

Coronary bypass surgery gener-
ally takes between three and six
hours, and requires general anaes-
thesia. The number of bypasses
you need depends on where in
your heart and how severe your
blockages are.

Most coronary bypass surgeries
are done through an incision in the
chest while a heart-lung machine
keeps blood and oxygen flowing
through your body. The surgeon
takes a section of healthy blood
vessel, often from inside the chest
wall or from the lower leg, and at-
taches the ends above and below
the blocked artery so that blood
flow is redirected around the nar-
rowed part of the diseased artery.

After completing the graft, the
surgeon will restore your heart-
beat, disconnect you from the
heart-lung machine and use wire
to close your sternum. The wire

will remain in your body after the
bone heals.

Your results and long-term out-
come will depend in part on taking
medication to prevent blood clots,
lower blood pressure, lower cho-
lesterol, helping to control dia-
betes as directed and by following
healthy lifestyle recommendations.

It is comforting to know that
Melomed Richards Bay’s state of
the art cathlab, cardiac theatre,
cardiac ICU and highly skilled
staff now make the hospital the re-
gion’s only Cardiac Centre of Ex-
cellence. The people of Zululand
and Northern KZN no longer
have to travel to Durban and its
surrounding areas for any cardiac
medical intervention.

With a limited amount of time
(known as the Golden Hour) to
perform an intervention once a
person suffers a heart attack

and/or stroke, Melomed Richards
Bay has made the distance to the
closest cardiac catheterisation lab-
oratory (cathlab) shorter and safer.

We are proud to yet again have
shown our commitment to the
local community by opening these
much-needed healthcare services
and specialised centres of excel-
lence.

Melomed – providing afford-
able quality healthcare.

For more information, contact
the Melomed Richards Bay hospi-
tal on 035 791 5300

Melomed Richards Bay, corner
of N2 and MR496 John Ross
Highway, Richards Bay.
Shameema Adams is the group
marketing manager at Melomed.
Her email address is:
shameema.adams@melomed.co.za
Her telephone contact number is
021 699 0950.

A FIRST FOR ZULULAND: MELOMED RICHARDS BAY GROUND-BREAKING OPEN-HEART SURGERY

Open heart bypass surgery now offered at Melomed Richards Bay

PROVIDING AFFORDABLE QUALITY HEALTHCARE.www.melomed.co.za

CARDIAC CENTRES
OF EXCELLENCE
ADVANCED STATE OF THE ART CARDIAC FACILITIES 
AT YOUR DOORSTEP. 

Melomed cardiac centres are geared to serve and provide 24-hour treatment 
to patients for all heart related illnesses. This includes a number of cardiac 
diagnostic and interventional procedures, within the Catheterization 
Laboratory (Cath lab) supported by established lnterventional Cardiologists.

Melomed Cardiac Centres of excellence offers: Electrophysiology (EPS), 
Diagnostic Angiograms / Diagnostic Coronary Angiogram, Coronary Artery 
Stenting, Rotablation for Coronary Artery Stenosis, Optis Integrated Optical 
Coherence Tomography (OCT) and Fractional Flow Reserve (FFR) system 
with Angiographic Co-Registration just to mention a few.

*Interventional cardiologists are super specialists who can diagnose and treat a patient in the Cath Lab.

info@melomed.co.za

GATESVILLE TOKAI & BELLVILLE BELLVILLE RICHARDS BAY

Dr S Thakersee 
021 638 3017

Dr MC Hendrickse 
021 637 8218/9

Dr P Ntuli 
021 764 7158

Dr V Freeman 
021 949 9332

Dr S Mthiyane  
035 791 5406

Open heart bypass surgery is now offered at Melomed Richards Bay.
Photo SUPPLIED

The first cathlab at Melomed Richards Bay brings lifesaving facilities much closer
to people in the area. Photo SUPPLIED
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TASLEEMA ALLIE
EVERY person wants to live a
healthy and prosperous life of
purpose. With today’s lifestyle
being about good eating habits,
regular exercise and looking after
our mental or spiritual selves is a
priority.

Through the sunnah of our
Beloved Nabi Muhammad (SAW)
and the guidance of the Holy
Quran, every person is warranted
a life of purpose, along with a well
balanced lifestyle.

One misconception to clear is
that sisters in hijab care less or

need not bother much about self-
care, fitness and beauty essentials.

Statistics of the Middle East
beauty industry should serve to
clear that notion. In 2017, Eu-
romonitor International reported
in the Gulf Cooperation Council,
which includes the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, Kuwait, Oman and
Bahrain, $9,3 billion was spent on
beauty and personal care.

It is estimated to reach $47,5
billion in 2021.

That said, there is a long his-
tory of beauty care in the Muslim
community with many girls learn-

ing self-care from their mothers
and grandmothers. Capetonians
are also big on fitness with many
entering big international races
such as the cycle tour around the
peninsula and the Two Oceans
Marathon.

The health and beauty industry
has grown in leaps and bounds,
and right here, on the southern tip
of Africa, we have our Muslim sis-
ters as ambassadors to the indus-
try.

Taking good care of oneself is
not taboo. Personal care extends
to mind, body and soul with alter-
native medicines, healing and

regimes fast becoming a preferred
choice.

Hijabi ambassadors have ex-
celled in the industry with a huge
shift from flea market stands to
recognised designers with signa-
ture boutiques, artists, therapists
and leading coaches in the indus-
try. However, there are very few
facilities in shopping hubs that
cater for sisters in hijab though
some local salons have adopted
the use of a screen for those who
request it.

On September 7, 2019, be-
tween 8am and 5pm, a women’s
health expo will be held at Samaj
Centre, in Gatesville, Athlone.

Hosts of the event, Aspire Pro-
motions, Abdul Baasit Colbie
says, ‘We have a community of
beauty and health consultants.
Everyone wants to be their best
version of themselves and we
wanted a space where sisters could
come and enjoy a number of ther-
apies and demonstrations.

‘It’s going to be a lovely day for
girl company and relaxation. It’s
also an opportunity to reinvest in
our community and to connect en-
trepreneurs with the larger net-
work of sisters with better
alternatives.’

The event is set to be a combi-
nation of good food, self-care,
health, beauty and spiritual
growth. A series of talks by health
professionals, demonstrations and
coaching will be the order of the
day.

In Cape Town, we are a hard-
working community and taking
time to care for ourselves is often
a challenge. This is an opportunity
for our ladies to take some time

out and invest in themselves.
You need to invest in yourself

to enable your ability to perform
at your best, and in being the best
version of you. The responsibility
of caring for yourself, though, is
yours.

The truth is that many health
treatments can be pricey but at the
women’s expo, exhibitors and
therapists have partnered in slash-
ing their rates for just one day so
that many ladies will be able to
enjoy a bit of pampering.

The awesome bit for mothers is
that a special kiddies’ zone is set
up for the children so that mum
can relax for a massage with the
peace of mind that the children are
being cared for.

Exhibitors include alternative
healing, massage, physiotherapy,
health and beauty, fashion, good
food, healthy treats and sound ad-
vice for all those ailments.

Entry is free and if you need a
good massage, want to lose weight
or check up on those winter ail-
ments you have been having then,
ladies, make a day of it.

Between 8am 1pm, you could
have a free assessment of your
blood pressure, BMI (body mass
index), heart rate and rhythm.

There’s also a free screening for
Jaccold’, which is: jaundice,
anaemia, cyanosis, clubbing, lym-
phadenopathy and dehydration.

And if you are battling to shed
some pounds or just want to shift
to a more healthy lifestyle then
there is nutritional advice and in-
sight to a specialised diet for meta-
bolic syndrome to weight loss.
For more details: events@aspire-
promotions.co.za 079 757 2459.

Women’s Health Expo 2019 brings personal care to your neighbourhood

Melomed Private Hospital Group is proud to announce that one of our hospitals, namely, Melomed Bellville, has been
 distinguished in the Top 20 hospitals nationally by Discovery Health. We thank all our specialist doctors, staff and
 management teams for achieving this success. Melomed hospitals strive to provide affordable quality healthcare to the
 communities we serve. Photo SUPPLIED



A FUN FILLED, INSPIRING THEATRICAL PLAY 
IN AID OF ORPHANS AND VULNERABLE CHILDREN

TICKET: R150
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Save the date
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11 oct.
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12 OCTOBER 2019

ABU SHAAR
B R O T H E R S

TOUR SA 2019

7:30PM  ARTSCAPE THEATRE

TICKET SALES OPEN
AUGUST 2019 AT COMPUTICKET

PRESENTS

ABUSHAAR TOUR SA 2019

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -

Sanzaf staff, teachers and guests with
students who received winter packs as
part of Sanzaf Operation Winter
Warmth. On August 1, 2019, Sanzaf
Western Cape took a trip to
 Vredenburg to give warmth to the
 children of Panorama Primary School.
Over 1 200 meals, party packs and
winter packs containing a jacket and
scarf were  distributed. To contribute to
Operation Winter Warmth visit
www.sanzaf.org.za 
or call 021 638 0965. Photo SUPPLIED

SANZAF to Give Hope during Muharram
AS the month of Muharram heralds the dawn of the new
Islamic year so, too, it is a special time for Muslims around
the world. Just as it is associated with giving, taking stock
of ourselves and where we are going, spiritually, it is also a
time of joy and mercy. The month of Muharram is one of
the four sacred months that are ushered in by fasting,
 especially the first ten days, which are resplendent with
spiritual reward. Sanzaf Western Cape has a number of
 activities planned for the month. For further information
on how you can get involved in these activities, visit our
events calendar on www.sanzaf.org.za or follow us on
Facebook and Instagram.
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SABEEHAH MAHOMED
FOR over ten years, the Sujee
family had a visitor every Friday
morning: Yusuf, the beggar.

From the first day he went to
their door, he never left empty
handed. Despite the Sujee’s not
being wealthy, they always kept
food and a bowl of money during
the week, which was reserved for
Yusuf. His weekly visits only to
their home became known by all
the neighbours.

Mr Sujee would often spend
time listening to Yusuf’s grievances
every week. Old clothes were
given for his children, and he soon
became the main recipient of any
charity from the Sujee household.

One Friday morning, as per
usual, Yusuf arrived. Mr Sujee left
his breakfast and went to answer
the door. After a few moments,
there was an unexpected response
– Yusuf was refusing to accept the
money given to him. Instead, he
was demanding R300.

Mr Sujee was known to be gen-
erous and never refused people,
often giving more than expected.
What aggravated this incident was
that Yusuf knew Mr Sujee was un-
employed and not in good health.

The reaction of a beggar refus-
ing the money handed to him and
instead demanding a greater
amount, left the Sujee’s feeling
hurt.

Hearing of this incident made
me realise how I had acted in a
similar way, not to any person but
to Allah. The Quran refers to this,
‘Indeed mankind, to his Lord, is
ungrateful.’ (Quran100:6)

There are countless favours we
enjoy every day – being alive, our
hearts beating without our con-
trol, breathing fresh air without
which we would die in a few min-
utes, our senses, water, food, a
warm bed, clothes, family; so
much, yet so little appreciation.

Adopting a culture of com-
plaining means that many of us
are no different than Yusuf, beg-
ging favours of Allah, receiving
countless blessings without asking
or even deserving it, and then re-
sponding with ingratitude.

At times, our relationship with
God has become transactional. We

pray for specific things we desire
and if our needs are met in a dif-
ferent way, we complain that ‘God
never answers our prayers’. We
give so little thanks but an abun-
dance of complaints.

Islam is not a religion of blind
faith, and encourages curiosity,
learning and pondering over that
which goes on around us. Every-
thing the Quran advises towards –
in this case, gratitude – has a logi-
cal reason supporting it.

Narratives for Thought
The beggar who wanted more

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31
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‘THE most beloved action to
Allah is the most continuous,
even if little.’ (Hadith)

We have survived more than
367 years in South Africa. What
about the next 367 years? Our
forebears laid the foundations and
infrastructure for a vibrant
ummah. Mosques, musallahs,
madrasahs, and  organisations and
institutions abound.

We, too, should leave a great
heritage for our children and fu-
ture generations so that Islam may
flourish throughout this beautiful
land.

No other country has the reli-
gious freedom that we enjoy but
we have to take care of the future,
together. We have to develop fur-
ther infrastructure to serve our
needs, contribute towards nation-
building, and ease the challenges
of the poor and needy.

We have to take care of our or-
phans, elderly, disabled and desti-
tute, and take care of the growing
ummah in South Africa and our
neighbours.

Throughout the glorious his-
tory of Islam, many sacrifices were
made by Muslims who could see
the value of living, protecting and
promoting this great faith not only
among themselves but sharing
with others. Now it is our time to
make sacrifices with our wealth,
time, talents and skills.

Awqaf SA, as a community-
based civil society initiative and

the pioneer waqf institution in
South Africa, has shown that by
mobilising community resources
the waqf way, the potential of fur-
ther strength and empowerment is
within our reach.

The noble Prophet (SAW) said
that a strong believer is better
loved by Allah than a weak be-
liever. This does not mean in the
physical sense, it is meant at the
broader collective level. Allah ex-
horts the believers to prepare
themselves to the utmost with
power.

Who can deny that wealth is
power? And collective wealth has
greater power than individual
wealth. Hence, Awqaf SA is ‘our
community sovereign fund’.

Awqaf SA calls on the ummah
from all walks of life, including
our business and professional
communities, to revive this great
sunnah and to make the waqf sys-
tem part of our everyday lives. It
is our moral and Islamic duty.

The institution of waqf is about
the future growth and develop-
ment of communities. It is about
goodwill, mercy, compassion, and
the promotion of self-help, em-
powerment and self reliance. It is
about changing our mindsets
about the way we give charity.

Waqf is a pure Islamic sustain-
able community development in-
stitution established by our leader,
Prophet Muhammad (SAW), his
noble Sahaba (RA), and Muslims

past and present.
As in the past, waqf continues

to play a major role in the empow-
erment of the ummah worldwide.
It can do the same in South Africa
for our future. But we must join
hands now.

Capital gift to Allah? Allah
SWT asks in the Holy Quran:
‘Who is there that will loan to
Allah a beautiful loan? He will
multiply it for you manifold, He
increases or decreases and to Him
is your return.’ (2:245)

In another verse, Allah SWT
tells us: ‘If you loan to Allah a
beautiful loan, He will multiply it
for you and grant you forgiveness
for Allah is Grateful and Forbear-
ing.’ (64:17)

In Surah Muzammil, Allah
commands: ‘…And establish
salaah and zakaah and give to
Allah a beautiful loan…’ (73:20)

In terms of benefit, an often
quoted verse from Surah Baqarah
comes to mind where Allah prom-
ises a 700 fold benefit: ‘The para-
ble of those who spend of their
wealth in the path of Allah is that
of a grain of corn: it grows seven
ears, and each ear has a hundred
grains…’ (2: 261)

We have the Prophetic solution
– the waqf system. Remember the
Prophet (SAW) said: ‘When a per-
son dies,  there are three deeds that
do not end: waqf (sadaqah jariya),
beneficial knowledge and pious
children that you leave behind.’

There is no doubt of repayment.
How do we action these verses

of request, persuasion and com-
mand?

Every working Muslim donates
R10 per month for him/ herself
plus each member of the family as
waqf. If you can give more, all the
better or one per cent of your take
home pay. Businesses, corporates,
professionals and others can do-
nate more – each according to his/
her means.

Is this a pipedream? No. Singa-
pore, a Muslim minority commu-
nity, has a government backed
scheme where each working Mus-
lim contributes between R30 and
R300 per month, according to
their salaries. This amount is de-
ducted by employers from their
salaries, and paid to the Muslim
Development Fund. The fund is
then used for various community
development projects and pro-
grammes.

Only the income generated is
spent on various project cate-
gories, such as education and tar-
biyyah, dawah, healthcare, social
cohesion and solidarity, poverty
alleviation and humanitarian ef-
forts.

Awqaf SA has created the plat-
form for exponential growth to
take the ummah to greater heights.
Over the 20 years, we have seen
the success of the waqf system
grow in South Africa and in many
parts of the world.

Our institutions and organisa-
tions, our learned ulama, profes-
sionals, students, elders,
volunteers – have all played a role
in the development of Awqaf SA.
Your waqf, time, skills, duahs and
sincerity is and always will be
highly appreciated.

How should we give a capital
gift to Allah?

Complete a waqf donation
form (for referencing purposes);
pay by debit order  (download at
www.awqafsa.org.za); pay by stop
order; direct cash deposit or EFT;
snapscan/ Payfast.

This is your ‘unit trust’ for the
akhirah. Is it not worth the sacri-
fice? Lets open our hearts. Lets
#SharetheCare  and commit now
for a worthwhile cause that we
can all be proud of. Give Allah a
beautiful loan, a capital gift: waqf.

Call to give your capital gift to Allah - a legacy and heritage

14411441144114411441uharram 
ubarakM

Muharram Mubarak - The month of Allah

MUHARRAM - A SACRED MONTH
WAQF - A SACRED INSTITUTION

Awqaf SA’s quest of the Revival of 
the Divine institution of Waqf.
Barakallufeekum – Jazakumullahukhairan - 
May Allah bless and reward all abundantly

144114411441uharram 1441
Awqaf SA | FNB | 62052040145 | BC 250655
Ref: Cell | Name | WAQF

Whatsapp : 084 786 0010
info@awqafsa.org.za | awqafsa.org.za
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According to neuroscience and
UCLA’s Mindfulness Awareness
Research Centre, ‘Regularly ex-
pressing gratitude literally changes
the molecular structure of the
brain, keeps the gray matter func-
tioning, and makes us healthier
and happier.’ Gratitude is more
than simply saying, ‘I am grateful’.
It is a value, a practice and a con-
scious way of life. It is embodied
in our actions towards others and
ourselves, reflected in our words
and enjoyed through our emo-

tions. It is a living expression.
The common answer to the op-

posite trait of arrogance is believed
to be humility. Interestingly how-
ever, the Quran refers to gratitude
as the quality needed to save one
from arrogance; the quality miss-
ing in Azazeel, which led him to
become Iblees when all the knowl-
edge, worship and status he en-
joyed could not save him.

The author of Infinity-Princi-
ple, Chad Steele, explains a ratio
for practising gratitude to increase
happiness and self-worth: Happi-
ness = Gratitude/ Attitude

‘Whenever your attitude is not

gratitude, it will diminish your
sense of happiness. However, if
you simply notice that you’re un-
happy, you can transform that un-
happy attitude (reactive) into a
conscious act of gratitude (proac-
tive). The more you practise trans-
forming attitude into gratitude,
the more happiness your world
view, and your life will occur to
you as a celebration.’

Does Allah not promise us the
same increase through gratitude?

‘If you are grateful, I will surely
increase you [in favour]... (Quran
14:7). I conclude with the story of
Prophet Musa (AS) when he ad-

dressed the Bani Israeel. They had
crossed the Red Sea and were now
in the middle of the desert, with-
out food, water or shelter. The
people were beginning to com-
plain and feel hopeless. As hu-
mans, we often focus only on our
problems. At this point, it may be
expected that Musa (AS) would
give a khutbah about sabr because
of the difficult circumstances they
were facing.

Instead, he spoke about grati-
tude and reminded them to be
thankful for Allah having saved
them and their children from the
severe torture of Pharaoh.

He helped shift their focus to
what they had gained instead of
feeling despondent over their cir-
cumstances.

The first step of gratitude is not
to only think of the ‘good’ you
have but, as the Quran reminds us,
to remember the bad from which
Allah has already saved you.

The Sufi poet Rumi wrote:
‘Wear gratitude like a cloak and it
will feed every corner of your life.’
Sabeehah Mahomed holds a
 postgraduate honours (BA)
 degree in Islamic Studies. She is
an entrepreneur and
 businesswoman.

For Sales & Trade Inquiries Contact Dawood Kagee:
Fax: (021) 692 2452  |  Cell: 084 556 2967  |  email: dkagee@hotmail.com

For Sales & Trade Inquiries Contact Dawood Kagee:

PPP
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SMALL business owners face
challenges every day. Trying to be
tax compliant is often not at the
top of their list and tax deadlines
often come and go while they are
struggling to keep the business
afloat.

When small business owners do
get around to completing their tax
returns, they often go at it alone,
not realising that business tax re-
turns are a bit more complicated
than individual returns. They
often do not get professional help
when submitting their annual tax
returns and may therefore be miss-
ing out on some deductions avail-
able to them.

Small businesses, like other tax-
payers, have to complete their an-
nual tax returns within 12 months
of the end of their financial year.
Here are some helpful hints to
help make the process a little
smoother:

Record every cent earned or
spent. While it may sound like an
administrative headache, keeping
an accurate and up-to-date record
of your business’s income and ex-
penses, allocated to their various
categories, is critical to ensuring a

smooth tax return.
The nature and size of your

business will determine whether
you would want to look at invest-
ing in an accounting software
package or if a basic spreadsheet
recording system will suffice.

Keep all your slips. Keep all
documents relating to income and
expenses, such as invoices and re-
ceipts, and file them in a logical
order. Should Sars request verifica-
tion on your business’s tax return,
you will easily be able to supply
these. Scrambling around to find
slips from the past year can then
easily be avoided.

Make copies of documents. It’s

best to keep both a hard copy and
electronic version of documents.
Scanned copies can be stored on-
line using cloud services like
Google Drive or Dropbox, which
ensures they’re safe, even if the
originals get lost or if your com-
puter is damaged or stolen.

Store documents for five years.
Don’t toss away your documents
once you’ve filed your business tax
return. Legislation requires that
taxpayers keep all relevant docu-
ments for a minimum of five years.
Sars may request a review of pre-

vious tax returns and you don’t
want to be missing vital docu-
ments that impact your business’s
tax liability.

Use the correct rates for depre-
ciation. If your business owns as-
sets that devalue over time, be sure
to use the correct wear and tear
rate from Sars’s list of different
asset types. For example, comput-
ers depreciate at a different rate to
vehicles. Also, check whether your
business qualifies for the special
wear and tear allowances avail-
able.

Know all the allowed deduc-
tions. There are numerous deduc-
tions and allowances available to
small medium enterprises (SMEs).
It is in your best interest to famil-
iarise yourself with them to ensure
you never pay more tax for your
business than necessary.

Provide properly for provisions.
Remember that accounting provi-
sions are treated differently for tax
purposes. Ensure you reverse the
provision for leave pay and provi-
sion for employee bonuses in your
business’s tax calculation as these
are only deductible for tax once
they’ve been paid.

Submitting your annual tax re-
turn can be stressful but if you are
unable to do it correctly or need
help filing then asking for help is
the best tip that can be offered.

Contact any one of Nexia
SAB&T branches nationally for
assistance in your tax affairs.
Please note that the above is for
information purposes only and
does not constitute tax advice. As
each individual’s personal
 circumstances vary, we
 recommend they seek advice on
the matter. Please note that while
every effort is made to ensure
 accuracy, Nexia SAB&T does not
accept responsibility for any
 inaccuracies or errors contained
herein. If you are in doubt about
any information in this article or
require any advice on the topical
matter, please do not hesitate to
contact any Nexia SAB&T office
nationally.

Tax: helpful hints for small
businesses in South Africa
HASSEN KAJIE, CA (SA), a director of Nexia SAB&T, based
in the Cape Town office, and AYSHA OSMAN, CA (SA),
 National Technical Manager for Nexia SAB&T, in the
 Centurion office, give small business owners some helpful
hints regarding their tax returns.

Hassen Kajie Aysha Osman

Focus on Finance

When small business owners do get around to

 completing their tax returns, they often go at it 

alone, not realising that business tax returns are 

a bit more complicated than individual returns.

At the start of a new year, many of us are setting 
new goals for the year ahead and making plans 

others want to shift gears in their career, start a 
family or buy a new house.    
But when it comes to creating the life you deserve, 
there’s one new year’s resolution everyone should 

 
So speak to me today about Sanlam’s wide range 

Sanlam is a Licensed Financial Services Provider.

Imtiyaaz Nassadien 
Financial Planner 

087 809 0945 
076 994 9554

nassadien@sanlam4u.co.za

New year’s resolutions

Phone: +27-21-638 5137 
Fax: +27-21-638 3900 

Email: sales@easipack.co.za 

8 Pleasant way,  
Athlone Industria, 
Cape Town, South Africa 
7764 

Manufacturers and Distributors of: 

Plastic  Bags, Tubing, Sheeting Bubble Wrap 

EasiGrip bags (re-sealable bags)  Aerothene 

Polypropylene - Bags, Sheeting Adhesive tapes - Various 

Shrink wrap Corrugated Board and Cartons 

Pizza and Cake boxes Twines 

Sock and Shirt Insert boards Strapping 

Pallet Wrap Hand Sealers, Tape Dispensers 

 
HACCP  

CERTIFIED 
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Thirst Relief

Provide clean water by
building a well in your name

or that of a loved one

Hifz Orphan
Support an orphan to
become Hafiz of the

Holy Qur’an

The Mosque
Project

Build a mosque in your
name or in the name of

a loved one

OrphanKind
Give vulnerable orphans
the love and care they

need to thrive

Education First
Help open new schools so
more children can learn to

build brighter futures

R500

DONATE TODAY FROM

It has been reported from Abd Allah ibn`Amr ibn al- As
(Allah be pleased with him), that “Whoever fasts `Ashura,
it is as if he has fasted the entire year. And whoever gives

charity this day it is like the charity of an
entire year.”
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DILSHAD PARKER
THE bohemian lifestyle of Kloof
Street, in Gardens, has always
been a hotspot for seekers of
 cuisine from different cultures.
Eatstanbul is the latest restaurant
to open there, adding some
 Turkish flavour along this vibey,
cosmopolitan strip.

Eatstanbul is sister restaurant
to Saray, located on the foreshore,
in the CBD. Saray is well known
for authentic Turkish food and is
popular with lovers of shisha.

The feel of Eatstanbul is quite
different from the original restau-
rant, Saray, though. The decor
feels more Mediterranean, with
topaz blue walls and decor accents
bringing a feel of the ocean into
space. The space is not too big so
the restaurant feels quite cosy and

would be great for small func-
tions.

We were seated quite easily
around 6.30pm on a week night in
June. It filled up quite quickly
after that so it seemed we just
missed the rush hour and may
have had to wait for a table had
we arrived later.

They had just opened for a
month so novelty status would
keep them busy for a while. Our
waiter seated us at a table I chose
for good lighting – blogger hazard,
lol.

The menu has flavours straight
from Istanbul. Traditional mezes,
such as hummus and falafel, ac-
companied by Turkish breads.
There are also kebabs, which are
prepared over coal grills and guvec
(seasonal vegetables cooked in a
clay pot) as a signature main

course.
For dessert you can expect a

small variety of traditional style
sweets, like sticky sweet baklava
and sutlac (traditional Turkish rice
pudding).

We ordered Corba, a lentil soup
starter, which I basically swooned
over. The spicy flavour hit just the
right notes but the bread that ac-
companied it felt a bit heavy.

For the little munchkin, we or-
dered an egg pide which was the
closest thing to a simple pizza on
the menu, and this bread was light
and delicious. People with young
kids will know how tricky it is to
take them to unusual places where
you’re not sure if the type of food
will go down with them.

Thankfully, pides are quite sim-
ple and worked out well; he loved
it.

This is also a great option for a
starter for two or three people.
They have pides in a variety of
flavours for about R80 each.

The meze you can combine
your own at about R45 per item
like humus, falafel etc or you can
opt for their platter with a variety
on for R160.

For mains, we opted for Istan-
bul Nazik, pan fried beef pieces
served over a yoghurt and
aubergine puree. I would order
this again.

The aubergine was creamy and
I enjoyed the smokey flavour. I
had the Adana, a spicy lamb
kebab served with shredded let-
tuce, carrot and onion on a Turk-
ish flatbread. This was
accompanied by rice and chips. I
encountered this at Saray as well
with one of their other dishes.

Three starches on the plate
seems like a lot of carbs to me but
must be a traditional thing. Mains
on average are about R140.

Service was really good. The
waiters knew their menu and
when I mentioned that my dish
seemed dry and could use some
kind of garlic sauce, they made an
effort to bring me some crushed
garlic which I could mix into the
mayo on the table. This made a
difference to my dish, which I en-
joyed more.

During the day, they screen the
shisha section from the main
restaurant but at night they leave
the screens open – something to
bear in mind if you’re going with
children or don’t like eating while
shisha is being smoked in your
space.

For a sweet ending, we shared
a Turkish rice pudding called Sut-
lac. It’s served cold and creamy.
The little guy had a chocolate
milkshake which was thick and
tasty – thankfully, not weak like at
many places I find lately. And a
proper Turkish coffee to end an
authentic Turkish meal. 

I quite like the modern feel of
Eatstanbul while still maintaining
a traditional menu and vibe. I
think they have the mix just right.
It’s definitely a place I’ll visit
again.
This review is independent and
meals were paid for. Dilshad
Parker is owner and author of
www.hungryforhalaal.co.za

Eatstanbul, Cape Town, in the heart of bohemian Kloof

Turquoise and teal lend a Mediterranean flavour to the cosy setting.
Photo DILSHAD PARKER

The night’s favourite, Istanbul Nazik, pan fried beef pieces served over a creamy
yoghurt and aubergine puree. Photo DILSHAD PARKER

Zemcor, 124 Capricorn Drive, Capricorn Business Park,  
Muizenberg, Cape Town, South Africa
Tel: + 27 21 709 0541              
Fax: +27 21 709 0899              
Email: info@zemcor.co.za              
www.zemcor.co.za

Supplying quality ingredients to micro, national and 
multinational companies. For further details please call 
us on +27 21 709 0541 or email us at info@zemcor.co.za

Cnr. Reen & Carrick Roads, Athlone Industria Tel: 021 637 6810 
eliteccinfo@gmail.com Visit our website www.elitecc.co.za for all our specials

JOIN OUR WHATSAPP SPECIALS LIST 
& STAY UP TO DATE WITH OUR LATEST DEALS!

Kindly send your name & surname to 062 840 9367 
and we will add you to our growing WhatsApp database. facebook.com/elitecashcarry

THE BETTER WAY 
TO SHOP...

TODAY & EVERYDAY!



Muslim Views . August-September 2019 35

Shanaaz Parker 
Feature Editor, 

Fusion Lifestyle 

Serves 6 – 8

TUNA BREYANI



Muslim Views . August-September 201936

MASNOENA ALLIE ISAACS
EDUCATION is a key that
 unlocks countless opportunities.
It is a way out of poverty, a
 driving force for social change,
and an important aspect of
 personal development and
 welfare. This is why it is at the
heart of the work that we do.

Muslim Hands runs education
projects around the world. We
have built a global network of
schools, each catering to the spe-
cific needs of the area they are
serving. This ranges from modest
classrooms serving isolated com-
munities that would otherwise not
have access to schooling, to cam-
puses serving large groups of poor
and disadvantaged children.

Besides establishing our own
schools, we run a varied range of
educational programmes in a
number of different areas. This
gives those who may have missed
out on educational opportunities
or those who have specific educa-
tional needs, the support they re-
quire to progress in life.

Whether it is providing voca-
tional training for young adults in
Afghanistan or supporting spe-
cialised learning for deaf children
in Somalia, our work in education
is all about providing opportuni-
ties that empower people to build
a better future for themselves.

The South Saida Vocational
Training Centre, in Saida,
Lebanon, supported by Muslim
Hands, was established in 2003 to

address the alarmingly high num-
ber of male students dropping out
of school in the local area.

It started off with afternoon
teaching before becoming a full
time vocational training centre,
educating over 280 boys between
the ages of 14 and 20.

The courses on offer here in-
clude accountancy, mechanics,
computer maintenance and IT sys-
tems, literacy, electronics, heating
and cooling systems. These
courses ensure students can ac-
quire the qualifications and expe-
rience to go into further study or
to find a decent job where they
can earn a good, sustainable in-
come.

However, it’s not just educa-
tional support that the centre of-
fers these young men.

The centre also offers lessons
on ethics and behaviour, has a pro-
gramme of social activities, and
supervisors who are there to pro-
vide emotional support and build
up the student’s confidence.

The atmosphere is friendly and
informal, students seem genuinely
enthusiastic about what they are
learning, and the teachers are just
as passionate.

It all goes to show that with the
right nurture and care, every child
can achieve their potential.

We ensure that there are no fi-
nancial obstacles to learning. We
provide pupils with nutritious
meals to keep them  alert, we put
transport at the disposal of those
in remote communities, we distrib-
ute school bags, manuals and
school uniforms but, above all, we

provide a safe environment for the
children to be happy.

Our aim is to raise the educa-
tional standard of the whole com-
munity, thereby, not only ensuring
that the highest standard of train-
ing is delivered to our own teach-
ers but we also share our expertise
with other schools in the whole
area.

Our schools are well equipped.
Essential resources such as com-
puters, science labs and libraries
are provided to ensure high stan-
dards of learning.

Sports facilities are never neg-
lected; soccer pitches or volleyball
courts are included in the school
buildings to complement the phys-
ical education offered in the pro-
gramme.

To date, over 25 000 children
have received a Muslim Hands-

supported education. We support
130 schools in over 18 countries.
We employ almost 1 300 educa-
tors.

How you can help
After locating a need for educa-

tion provision in a specific
area, we construct purpose-built
schools that provide students with
high quality facilities and a tailor-
made space for learning and play-
ing. 

By donating to our school
building fund, you will be giving a
wonderful sadaqa jariyah to en-
sure that children from the most
deprived communities have access
to a high standard of education in
a secure and engaging learning en-
vironment.

Donate to Muslim Hands now
and give a child a brighter future.

Education at the heart of Muslim Hands’ work for over 25 years
- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -

Another one of Muslim Hands’s schools. Photo SUPPLIED

A group of young men at The South Saida Vocational Training Centre in
Lebanon, supported by Muslim Hands. Here the students can be seen in their
mechanics class. Photo SUPPLIED
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JASMINE KHAN
SEPTEMBER is the month of the
Spring equinox, bringing new life
and new hope after a very cold
winter. It is also the start of our
new year.

Every year, on the 10th of
Muharram, we commemorate the
martyrdom of Imam Husain, the
grandson of our beloved Rasool
(SAW). Also, every September, we
commemorate the martyrdom of
Imam Abdullah Haron.

This year, these two events fall
during the same month.

As we commemorate these
events, let us do some reflection on
why we are doing this. One of the
reasons given is that we should
never forget.

However, dare we ask the ques-
tion: ‘What is the point of remem-
bering these men when we do not
learn anything from the way they
lived, and, more significantly, why
do we not follow their example?’

When the Muslim empire was
sliding into corruption under a
tyrant from the Ummayad dy-
nasty, Yazid, Imam Husain took a
stand against Yazid’s illegitimate
and unpopular rule.

Hussain was admired and re-
spected by society at large so Yazid
thought that with Husain’s alle-
giance he could gain some form of
legitimacy.

Husain knew the consequence
of his refusal but the choice be-
tween the easy thing and the right
thing was no choice at all. He said,
‘I will never give Yazid my hand
like a man who has been humili-
ated nor will I flee like a slave. I
have not risen to spread evil or to
show off.  I only desire to enjoin
good values and prevent evil.’

Another man who stood for
justice was Imam Abdullah
Haron. At a meeting on May 7,
1961, at the Cape Town Drill
Hall, he described the Group
Areas Acts as ‘inhuman, barbaric
and un-Islamic’. He added, ‘These
laws are a complete negation of
the fundamental principles of
Islam, designed to cripple us edu-
cationally, politically and econom-
ically... We cannot accept
enslavement.’

Of the Sabotage Bill he said,
‘Our motherland has been a big
prison house with just a few loop-
holes to breathe through. Now
that it is cemented, a granite wall
is to be built around our mother-
land to suffocate us so that the
world does not hear our cry. The
monster of racialism is vicious .’

In this manner, he pro-actively
attacked the apartheid laws. In
spite of being warned that the sit-
uation was getting dangerous for
him as the Security Branch police
were targeting him, he continued
standing up for justice.

On the morning of May 28,
1969, the Imam was summoned
by the notorious Security Branch
to Caledon Square. The Imam was
held incommunicado for four
months (123 days) with no oppor-
tunity to see his wife and children.

These are the two men whose
martyrdom we commemorate
every year; men who embodied
and obeyed the command from
Allah: ‘O you who believe, be per-
sistently firm for justice, witnesses
for Allah, even if it be against
yourselves or parents and rela-
tives.

‘Whether rich or poor, Allah is
more worthy of both. So follow
not [personal] inclination, lest you
not be just. And if you distort
[your testimony] or refuse [to give
it] then indeed Allah is ever ac-
quainted with what you do.’
(Quran 4:135)

The word ‘justice’ is of such im-

portance to Allah that it appears
24 times in the Quran, in 22
verses. It is one of the most impor-
tant attributes of Allah Himself.
Justice can take place in all walks
of life; in family, in business, at
work, with friends and every-
where else.

As we enter the new year, let us
reflect on whether it is justice
when we refuse to speak to family
members because of something
trivial in the greater scheme of
things. Is it justice when we do
business and socialise with men
who abuse their wives and even
their children?

Is it justice when we condemn
someone on flimsy evidence or,
sometimes, no evidence at all, just
hearsay? Is it justice when we
work for an Islamic organisation
and receive a communication rais-
ing some concerns and we just bla-
tantly ignore the communication?

Do we ever wonder when faced
with these scenarios, what Imam
Husain or Imam Haron would
have done in similar situations?
These were men who were pre-
pared to give their lives for justice;
all we are asked to do in most

cases is to give up our pride and
show a little compassion.

Closely related to the concept
of justice in the Quran is the con-
cept of equality, which goes hand
in hand with justice. The Friday
prayers and the Hajj are examples
of justice and equality where we
stand shoulder to shoulder. That is
both equality and justice and that
is what Allah has asked us to em-
brace. Why do we embrace equal-
ity only on these occasions, and
not in our daily lives?

Allah has said: ‘O My slaves, I
have forbidden injustice for My-
self and forbade it also for you. So
avoid being unjust to one another.’

Allah has declared that when
He shows justice to His entire cre-
ation then why can’t we do the
same? Indeed, He expects us to
stay away from injustice the same
way that He does.

Let us resolve now as we enter
the new year and a new season, to
live in harmony and follow the ex-
ample of the icons that we are
commemorating; let us reclaim
our natural fitrah and live up to
what Allah calls us in the Quran:

‘You are the best of peoples
ever raised for humanity; you en-
join al-ma’roof (Islamic monothe-
ism and all that Islam has
ordained) and forbid al-munkar
(polytheism, disbelief and all that
Islam has forbidden).’ (3:110)

From Consciousness to Contentment

Emulate our icons for justice

‘O you who believe, be persistently firm for justice, witnesses for
Allah, even if it be against yourselves or parents and relatives…’
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TASLEEMA ALLIE
CAPE Town Muslims celebrate
having another Islamic institute
registered by the Department of
Higher Education and Training
as the well-established Cape
home of the Usul al Din
 programme of Madina Institute
is provisionally registered for its
three year Bachelor of Arts (BA)
programme.

What is a Bachelor of Arts (BA)
degree really worth today? And
what types of jobs are available to
those who complete the degree?

Because a degree in the arts em-
phasises thinking above all else,
the successful recipient can, and
should be able to, make an argu-
ment that careers are out there if
the mind is properly engaged.

The training may be perceived
as generic but the soft skills of re-
flection and communication are in
demand in almost every field. Fur-
ther, you may be delightfully sur-
prised that there are thousands
who have graduated with a BA de-
gree and have pursued a successful
career path.

The skills developed are often
hard to quantify on paper but a
BA graduate can think critically
and creatively, and organise infor-
mation and materials with disci-
pline. These are traits that open
doors to a wide variety of occupa-
tions that are not directly related
to the field of study.

There is a direct correlation be-
tween the soft skills you will gain
while working towards a BA and
the types of industries that will be
happy to hire you.

Outside of occupations that re-
quire specific knowledge related to
the hard sciences and specialised
industries, the skills acquired over
the course of a three year BA de-
gree are often considered more im-

portant than the actual subject
matter that was studied.

A BA graduate can easily forge
a career in communications,
media, government, teaching and
so much more.

Understandably, it can be diffi-
cult to figure out the direction of
your life after school. Some ca-
reers and opportunities may re-
quire additional training or
education but a BA provides an
exceptional foundation on which
to build your dream.

Research has shown that while
‘vocational’ degrees lead to higher
salaries in the short term, the gap
closes over time as arts graduates
complete additional studies or
gravitate towards careers in gov-
ernment, management and more.

There are many jobs you can
pursue after graduating with a BA
degree. Some of these roles will
draw on the skills you’ve earned
while completing a particular
major. Others will take advantage
of the generic skills possessed by
arts graduates, such as the ability
to think critically, communicate ef-
fectively and conduct research.

The degree provides you with

the necessary academic and intel-
lectual foundation for graduate
coursework in disciplines as varied
as law, teaching, journalism, inter-
national relations and media.

If you wish to continue explor-
ing the subject of your undergrad-
uate degree or hope to begin a
career in academia or research
then you may wish to undertake
further studies.

Generally, the first step after
completing a Bachelor of Arts is
enrolment in a one-year honours
programme. This may be followed
by a master’s degree and a doctor-
ate.

Strong performance in these re-
search degrees can prepare you for
a career as a teacher, academic or
consultant. It can also enable you
to submit more competitive appli-
cations for jobs outside your field
of research.

What makes the Usul al Din
programme distinct at Madina In-
stitute SA?

The BA programme is accred-
ited by the Council of Higher Ed-
ucation (CHE), listed on the South
African Qualification Authority
(SAQA), and Madina Institute

NPC is provisionally registered
with the Department of Higher
Education and Training until De-
cember 31, 2021, as a private
higher education institute under
the Act.

The three-year Bachelor’s De-
gree of Arts in Islamic Studies is
carried out over three years, that
is, 36 months, spanning six semes-
ters.

The minimum requirement for
admission is a Bachelor’s pass or
matric exemption.

The BA degree encourages crit-
ical and independent thinking in
the field of Islamic sciences. Stu-
dents who graduate from the
course have opportunities to ex-
pand their careers through post-
graduate studies in a wide range of
fields at a variety of internation-
ally recognised institutions.

Madina Institute is synony-
mous with graduates who advance
in excellent leadership and life
changing growth. This year, the in-
stitute welcomed its first lot of BA
students.

The one-year, intensive, Usul al
Din programme is still on offer but
quite a few students make the wise

decision to cross over to the BA
degree programme that focuses
on: Quranic sciences, memorisa-
tion and pronunciation of the
Holy Quran, Exegesis, Islamic
Creed, Logic, Spiritual Sciences,
Science of Hadith, Prophetic Biog-
raphy, Muslim History, Founda-
tions of Jurisprudence, Shaafii/
Hanafi Fiqh, and Comparative Ju-
risprudence.

This does not mean pursuing
further studies in theology only
but as this article advises on the
flexibility of a BA degree, what
better way to pursue the advanced
study of deen and pursuing further
studies with a greater knowledge,
depth, meaning and critical analyt-
ical skills of the Prophetic instruc-
tion?

That brings us to another mat-
ter that challenges educating our
youth.

According to the GSH 2017,
the percentage of youth (18-24
year old) who are not attending an
educational institution due to fi-
nances is 51 per cent in South
Africa, with the following provin-
cial statistics: Free State – 67%;
Gauteng – 61%; Mpumalanga –
56%; KwaZulu-Natal – 54%;
North West – 53%; Western Cape
– 42%; Northern Cape – 38%;
Limpopo – 38%; Eastern Cape –
33%.

Clearly the lack of funding has
a great impact on educating our
youth. Annually, Madina Institute
raises the necessary funds for stu-
dent bursaries, and as of 2020,
they will introduce the Madina
Scholarship programme. (These
are limited and subject to terms
and conditions.)

Those who would like to apply
may telephone +27 (0)21 421
9027; email Info@madinainsti-
tute.ac.za or visit the website:
www.madinainstitute.ac.za

Madina Institute offers BA degree

The BA degree encourages critical and
 independent thinking in the field of Islamic

 sciences. Students who graduate from the course
have opportunities to expand their careers

through post-graduate studies in a wide range 
of fields at a variety of internationally 

recognised institutions.
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MAHMOOD SANGLAY
LAST month, we published an
article on Shaikh Mahdi
 Hendricks’s PhD thesis on the
work of the spiritual luminary
Abu al-Abbas Ahmad ibn
Mustafa ibn Al Alawi, the
founder of the Alawiyya tariqah
(Sufi order).

Shaikh Al Alawi’s commentary
of Surah Najm is typically eso-
teric, hence we expect his interpre-
tation of the Quran to reflect a
preponderance of verses that lend
themselves to an esoteric reading.
These verse are generally classified
as mutashabihat (allegorical).

However, Shaikh Al Alawi’s es-
otericism is not limited to verses
that  typically lend themselves to
allegory.

A fascinating example of this
apparent anomaly is his reading of
Surah Al Anbiyaa (The Prophets)
in 21:30.

‘Have those who disbelieved
not seen that the heavens and the
earth were a joined entity, and We
separated them and made from
water every living thing? Then will
they not believe?’

This verse alludes to a scientific
phenomenon, namely, the creation
of the universe and the creation of
life. Shaikh Mahdi, in six pages of
his thesis, refers to the substantial
treatment by Shaikh Al Alawi of
this verse.

Shaikh Al Alawi makes two re-
markable observations. First, the
verse is directed at those who re-
ject God, and they are recognised
as a people who will appreciate

the import of the verse at an ap-
propriate point in time.

The allusion here, according to
Shaikh Al Alawi, is to a future sci-
entific community who makes the
discovery that all of creation was
once a single unit and was then
cleft asunder (in what is typically
known as the Big Bang Theory).

The shaikh thus recognises the
progressive nature of knowledge
and the relevance of Quranic
truths to ongoing scientific discov-
eries that transcend generations.

Secondly, Shaikh Al Alawi un-
derscores the significance of Allah
addressing the disbelievers’ faculty

of reason and their capacity for
undertaking empirical observation
of the universe.

In asking the rhetorical ques-
tions ‘Have those who disbelieved
not seen…’ and ‘Then will they
not believe’, Allah is foreground-
ing and validating the primacy of
belief founded on empirical obser-
vation, to the exclusion of any
other sources of knowledge and
truth.

Perhaps greater certainty will
emerge through further observa-
tion in future as the evidence for
the theory augments ‘seeing’ and
therefore ‘believing’.

The point that Shaikh Al Alawi
makes, albeit obliquely, is that the
deepening belief in the theory
through scientific evidence is ax-
iomatically complemented by tra-
ditional faith in a Creator who is
the ultimate cause of the Big Bang
and of life. Shaikh Al Alawi posits
that faith and reason are interde-
pendent in the appreciation of the
phenomenological universe. How-
ever, only faith – even if concomi-
tantly also founded on reason –
offers a way to knowledge and
certainty of the truths that exist
beyond the ken of science and rea-
son. Such faith affirms the exis-
tence of Allah, His majesty and
His omnipotence.

Shaikh Al Alawi’s treatment of
21:30 envisages a temporal devel-
opment of Quranic hermeneutics,
together with an audience-specific
reading of the divine text. The
shaikh is also pointing to an inher-
ent disconnect among Muslims be-
tween science and revelation.

The usual Muslim invocation
of the Quran as an ever-relevant
text is by now a platitude. This is
because we, as an ummah, have
failed in the realm of scientific en-
quiry and the production of
knowledge specifically on the ori-
gins of the universe and the origins
of life.

It is quite noteworthy that the
reference to the origin of all life
from water in 21:30 points to the
lack of a coherent Islamic narra-
tive on Darwinian evolution.
Many Muslims, like puritan evan-
gelicals, are stuck in advocacy for
barring the teaching of evolution

as scientific fact in schools.
This is despite the fact that the

Quran, in the countless verses that
supplement, complement and ex-
pand on 21:30 confirms the evolv-
ing nature of living organisms
while underscoring the special sta-
tion accorded to the human being.

Science cannot find the missing
link or explain human conscious-
ness, and Muslims have not en-
gaged established scientific fact
with the creation of humanity.

Contemporary advocates of sci-
ence and reason are generally
atheists. And they are also part of
a broader movement that is hostile
to religion, specifically to Islam.
This is because they view Islam as
a threat to reason, to world peace
and to democratic values.

The conduct of fringe groups of
Muslim extremists is aiding this
distorted narrative. Hence, the
prevailing prejudice against Islam
precludes any meaningful appreci-
ation that the Quran offers the
world.

So Muslims have the responsi-
bility to engage the unbelievers –
in appropriate terms. And the
terms of engagement is not the
language of faith, revelation or
moral superiority. It is the lan-
guage of reason and evidence –
and then a drawing to the text.
This requires an understanding of
the science as well as the text.

Alas, we must still develop a
paradigm in which Quranic
hermeneutics and science con-
verge. This is the inherent discon-
nect between reason and
revelation.

The Big Bang as esoteric Quranic allusion
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left millions of Yemeni families in need of aid just to survive.

By giving to our Yemen Appeal you are helping us respond to 
the most pressing needs of displaced families who are living 
in temporary shelter, often without access to food, water and 
healthcare. 

Donate: muslimhands.org.za or call us 021 633 6413

Donate Now

This is a graphic illustration of the presumed Big Bang Theory which is
 consistent with both the science of the origins of the universe and of life, and
with Shaikh Al Alawi’s esoteric reading of the 21:30 in the Quran.
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