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ONE of a number of villages that were left
 completely submerged after Cyclone Idai made
landfall on the night of March 14 near the port city
of Beira, in Mozambique. The cyclone went on to
wreak destruction in Zimbabwe and Malawi.
 According to government and United Nations
 officials, the death toll at the time of going to press
was 447 dead in Mozambique, 179 in Zimbabwe
and 60 in Malawi. Mozambique bore the brunt of
the cyclone’s force which injured 1 500 people,
 destroyed or damaged 33 600 houses and wiped out
500 000 hectares of crops. A total of 1,85 million
people were affected.

Dr Qasim Bhorat, who led the medical team of the
Gift of the Givers Foundation, was on the SANDF
helicopter that helped to evacuate people trapped in
this flooded area and relocated them to the
 government clinic at Gwaragwara. In a moving
 account of his experience, he said, ‘The aftermath
of the  cyclone and flooding is not merely a physical
one with only injuries and illness but also a deeply
emotional one for the many victims.’
He added that, due to limited capacity, rescuers and
medical personnel had to make some difficult
choices during the evacuation process.
Photo GIFT OF THE GIVERS FOUNDATION

Floods devastate
Mozambique

IN the aftermath of the terrorist attack by a white supremacist on two mosques in
Christchurch, which killed 50 people, a powerful message against racism marked
the solidarity demonstrations as New Zealanders stood with the Muslims, the
broader immigrant community and the Maori people. On Sunday, March 24, a
protest against racism in Auckland alone drew 12 000 people. South African-born
labour activist, Anna Majavu, who was part of the march, said that while much of
the media – and picture – focus has been on Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, ‘it is
important to make the point that solidarity is from the ground up’. As can be seen
from the poster displayed, the message of the protests went beyond showing
sympathy; it affirmed the rights of all communities, including the indigenous
 people of Aotearoa (the Maori name for New Zealand).
See pages 3 and 11 Photo MARCELO ESPINOZA
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THE international outrage following the
massacre of fifty Muslims in two
mosques in Christchurch, New Zealand,
on March 15 marked a major shift from
the usual discourse on Muslims.
For the first time, there are more voices
 offering a sober and balanced analysis of
an act of terror by a white supremacist
against Muslims.
The reaction also  reflected a shift in public
expressions of empathy and compassion
for those killed, and for Muslims generally.
In important ways the irony of an act of
 terror against Muslims precipitating
 international support for the rights of
 Muslims and a widespread call for a better
understanding of Islam, is unprecedented.
Indeed, the shift has surprised Muslims
and awakened an awareness of broad
public opinion outside the house of Islam
that challenges Islamophobia and bigotry.
While these developments may offer hope
for Muslims as an integral part of the
 diverse and civilised peoples of the world,
there are clear indications that the terror
attack is but a manifestation of a larger and
complex evil.
The bigotry of large constituencies of
 voters in various first world nation states is
responsible for placing power in the hands
of right-wing politicians and powerful 
ultra-conservative decision makers who
essentially have imperial agendas.
The current American president and the
 Israeli prime minister are fitting cases in
point.
These leaders are among several first
world political leaders whose racism,
 bigotry and the dehumanisation of the
‘other’ are simply part of their modus
operandi to achieve greater strategic
 political and economic goals.
However, a vital part of this dynamic
 between bigoted followers and their
 leaders is that the former are influenced by
the narrow agenda of media across the
world.
These media organisations are primarily
right wing and ultra-conservative but many
liberal media and commentators also
stereotype Muslims as a monolith that
poses a threat to liberal values and,

 therefore, to democracy and peace.
Prejudice and hatred of the ‘other’ is
 powerfully peddled by these media
 organisations that offer platforms to hosts,
analysts and guests who routinely spew
 Islamophobic and bigoted rhetoric,
 ostensibly in the interests of freedom of
 expression.
However, the interests of right wing
 mainstream media typically converge with
that of right wing politicians and leaders.
They share common values and they know
full well that ignorance of the ‘other’ is a
powerful basis for misinformation,
 demonisation and fear of the ‘other’.
A 2017 report by the US government on
terrorist violence from 2001 to 2016 found
that right wing extremists were responsible
for three times as many violent acts as
Muslim extremists.
Research by the Anti-Defamation League
found that 80 per cent of the victims in
 extremist attacks were killed by right wing
extremists.
Several independent studies at leading
 academic institutions arrive at  similar
 findings.
Mainstream media with an agenda against
the victims do not reflect these facts.
The Australian-born terrorist responsible
for the Christchurch atrocity was
 radicalised by the propaganda of right-wing
politicians and media.
The record of the Australian government’s
racism, at the very highest levels, speaks
of a systematic  dehumanisation of the
 Aboriginal people till this day.
Muslims must act strategically by offering
and seeking solidarity with subject peoples
who are similarly the target of
 demonisation and fear mongering.
Victims of Islamophobia, xenophobia,
racism and similar evils essentially have
common cause.
Bigots hate the ‘other’, and usually the
 latter includes immigrants, black  people,
Arabs and Muslims.
An alliance with communities oppressed
and marginalised for unjust reasons is
 enjoined by the Quran.
Muslims have both a responsibility and an
opportunity for  solidarity with the ‘other’.

SHAIKH SA’DULLAH KHAN
FRIDAY, March 15, 2019, will
ever be infamous for the 50
people mercilessly gunned down
by a hate-filled, racist, 
anti-Muslim extremist.

It is the height of irony that
this heinous attack took place in
the city of Christchurch – a city
that bears the noble name of
‘Christ’, the Prince of Peace, and
‘church’, a sanctuary for wor-
ship.

There can hardly be a more
diabolical act than the massacre
of peaceful women, men and
children in prayer at a place of
worship; a most despicable act of
terrorism, callously planned and
cold-bloodedly executed, moti-
vated by blind hatred and bar-
baric bigotry.

Whatever hate the callous
killer intended to trigger, the re-
action has been quite the oppo-
site.

The New Zealand Parliament
opened with a recitation of the
Quran for the first time in its his-
tory, and the national moment of
silence in honour of the deceased
was by adhaan broadcast live on
national television, radio and at
every mosque around New
Zealand at the time of Friday
prayers.

The Kiwis went in thousands
to parks and beaches with mes-
sages, artwork, flowers, candles
to show they stand with the
Muslim community, and they
raised over $9 million for the
grieving families, while the New
Zealand government pledged to
provide all the funeral costs and
to see to the needs of the affected
families.

The New Zealand prime min-
ister, Jacinda Ardern, showed re-
markable strength of leadership,
calling it a terrorist attack
though the attacker was ‘white’.
She refused to mention his name,
rather focusing on empathising
with the victims.

She visited every Muslim fam-
ily affected by the tragedy to ex-
press sympathy, providing love
and support, all the while

donned in hijab.
She is an inspiring example of

empathic leadership: kind, con-
siderate, caring, acting with im-
mediacy and, despite a backdrop
of terror, she managed to unite
and inspire her people with dig-
nity and courage, saying what
she means  and doing what she
promises.

Her voice echoed, and in some
way directed, the sentiments of
her citizens.

Her focus was building
bridges and breaking down bar-
riers, resolving conflict rather
than escalating clashes, offering
optimism rather than pessimism,
harmonising rather than polaris-
ing.

So, instead of fear and hate,
the New Zealanders and their
leader have responded with
courage and compassion, win-
ning a special place in the hearts
of 1,8 billion Muslims all over
the world.

This hateful atrocity in
Christchurch brings to attention
our strengths and our deficien-
cies.

It reminds us of our collective
vulnerability as a human society
and it proves, once again, that
terrorism has no colour, nation-
ality or creed.

Terrorism is, rather, a reflec-
tion of brutal, dogmatic, intoler-
ance arising from a self-righteous
mentality that arrogates ‘being
right’ to itself and undermines
and dehumanises those who dif-
fer, using such sanctimonious at-
titudes to justify and rationalise
the attacking or killing of inno-
cent people.

Well, those who died were
taken from us on the best of
days, at the best of times, doing
the best of acts, in the best of
places: Friday, at jumuah, while
praying, in the masjid.

We note that this tragedy, like
all tragedies, carries a tremen-
dous power within it; power to
cause grief, to cause mourning
and to cause sadness.

It also carries power to cause
cooperation, reflection and intro-
spection, as well as power to
cause change.

Look at the outpouring of em-
pathy from so many people; in-
stead of dividing people through
hate, people have come together
in sympathy.

Though we cannot undo the
tragedy, we can and must reflect
upon its lessons.
Sa’dullah Khan is the CEO of
Islamia College, Cape Town.
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from the New
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PROFESSOR EBRAHIM
ARNOLD

THE Interim Forum’s intent ‘to
support, promote and ensure the
development, growth and
 competitiveness of the Halaal
 sector in South Africa with a
 particular focus on job creation,
tourism and the growing of
 investment and exports, without
compromising Halaal integrity
while simultaneously addressing
past socio-economic inequalities’,
clearly points to drawing
 embedded expertise and  experience
from the Muslim community, in
particular, to give effect to this
 expansive  aspiration.

When Shaikh Thafier Najaar of
the Islamic Council of South Africa
(Icsa), at the last open meeting called
by the Department of Economic De-
velopment and Tourism (Dedat) and
the Department of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries (Daff), made
an impassioned plea for the forum
to ensure that the impoverished
communities benefit from the pro-
motion of the Halaal industry, he
spoke directly to the goal of ‘ad-
dressing past socio-economic in-
equalities’ as enunciated in the
above intent.

Having personally initiated and
for the last almost 20 years facili-
tated the ‘Ahlan wa sahlan yaa Ra-
madaan’ outreach programme of the
Voice of the Cape, I have directly
come into contact with the very real
ruinous impact of the socio-eco-
nomic inequities that still persist
even after more than 20 years into
the ‘new democratic South Africa’.

Being involved with the School of
Government of UWC in the aca-
demic development and facilitation,
throughout South Africa, in the
areas of public finance and financial
management, government budgeting
analysis, and performance manage-
ment, I am also acutely aware of the
budgetary constraints at all levels of
government in meaningfully trans-
forming the contemporary socio-
economic inequities.

Muslims have a communal obli-
gation (fard kifayah) to be in the
forefront of change in this regard.
Does the development and growth
of the Halaal industry hold potential
as a catalyst for change?

To answer this question, we need
to look, as a starting point, at the
nature and scope of Halaal certifica-
tion and whether it holds any com-
munal benefit other than consuming
halaal products.

Halaal certification and its
 beneficiaries

Halaal certification, with its
major focus of operations in the
food and beverage industries, is
often conflated with the growth and

development of the Halaal industry
and hence is assumed to have a so-
cial compact to address socio-eco-
nomic challenges.

A cursory overview of the annual
report of the South African National
Halaal Authority (Sanha) for 2018
provides a very sobering picture of
who the beneficiaries are of the Ha-
laal certification operations of
Sanha. Allow the treasurer of Sanha
to tell his own story:

‘I now want to present the trea-
surer’s report and the audited finan-
cial statements for the year ended 28
February, 2018. I am pleased to re-
port that 2018 was another excel-
lent year for Sanha as we once again
delivered outstanding value.

‘Annual turnover comprising
mainly certification income was R25
764 650, an increase of 14 per cent
from 2017. Operational expenditure
amounted to R23 797 428, resulting
in a net surplus of  R1 959 086. Em-
ployee cost to company of R16 474
763 accounted for 70 per cent of
total expenditure.’ (SANHA Annual
Report 1439/ 2017, p.25)

To enhance transparency and ac-
countability, there is a need for all
Halaal certifying bodies (HCBs) to
provide a functional analysis of the
employee cost in a similar manner
provided by public sector institu-
tions, to allow insight into the cost
of rendering the defined categories
of services: Halaal certification and

monitoring; educational
programmes for schools;
conducting briefings and
workshops on Halaal
certification procedures;
educating the public on
Islamic dietary laws and
practices, export market
etc.

In the case of Sanha,
there is some split be-

tween trustees/ officers’ remunera-
tion (8%) and other employee costs
(92%). Travel and other administra-
tive expenses make up another 30
per cent of the expenses.

The major point of concern is
that the only real beneficiaries from
the Halaal operations of Sanha are
the trustees, officers and staff of
Sanha.

There are no appropriations to
the general community, not even to
Sanha’s own 142 associated mem-
bers (see Table 1) made up of Mus-
lim organisations and jamaats
located in the nine provinces (Gaut-
eng, KZN, Mpumalanga and
Limpopo making up 85 per cent).

By contrast, the Muslim Judicial
Council (MJC) Halaal Trust, estab-
lished in 1945, appropriates most of
its net surplus to the social welfare
and religious units administered by
the MJC.

There is an urgent need to ad-
dress the question of the beneficiar-
ies of Halaal certification activities
of all HCB’s to avoid the commodi-
fication of Halaal integrity.

Does certification contribute
 meaningfully to the

 development and growth of
Muslim  entrepreneurship?
A perspective of the size and lo-

cation of the Muslim community is
helpful to position the Halaal indus-
try players and the potential internal

target market (see Table 2).
A study of the population statis-

tics, even if outdated, provides a per-
spective of operational footprints.
What is patently obvious is that the
largest Muslim population is located
in the Western Cape.

The initiatives of Dedat and Daff
must take serious cognisance of
these statistics. In fact, in the light of
the desire to grow the Halaal indus-
try and address some of the past in-
equities, it is imperative to have
updated research done on Muslim
demographics.

The foregoing demographic in-
formation provides a backdrop for
an analysis of the ‘items’ (certified
entities). Sanha’s website reveals the
following locations (see Table 3) of
the main outlets (note: no attempt
was made to analyse manufactur-
ers).

What is clear is that Sanha is
mainly located in Gauteng and KZN
and is rather thinly represented in
the other provinces (purely based on
number of ‘items’) so its claim of
being the ‘South African National
Halaal Authority’ must be con-
tested.

A closer look at the business en-
tities certified tells us that certifica-
tion merely enables existing
franchises to expand their markets
and does not really do much for
Muslim entrepreneurial develop-
ment or even socio-economic equity.

Cooperation not competition in
the promotion of Halaal

 integrity
In Table 4, we see the main fran-

chises certified throughout the
provinces where Sanha is opera-
tional.

The Halaal certifying bodies
ought not to see themselves as being
in competition with each other but
rather as a common collective seek-
ing to ensure the prevalence of over-
all Halaal integrity otherwise they
will be spinning off into a process of
‘cannibalising’ (marketing terminol-
ogy) the existing overall market

share for Halaal certification, which
encourages a tendency to ‘rubbish’
other certifiers in an attempt to gain
a ‘competitive advantage’. But this is
not a competition it is a fard kifayah
that benefits the Muslim community
in particular, and humanity in gen-
eral.

Growth and development of the
Halaal industry requires a recogni-
tion that growth and development is
way beyond certification, way be-
yond the theology of slaughtering,
way beyond food and beverages.

Rather, the Halaal Industry may
certainly be seen as a catalyst for
change to the depressing socio-eco-
nomic circumstances within which
people find themselves in this beau-
tiful, well-resourced country of ours.

But there has to be a commitment
to Halaal integrity, vigilance in over-
sight, determination for the collec-
tive enhancement of critical skills, a
multi-disciplinary approach for fore-
fronting inter-disciplinary excellence
and a belief that compliance to in-
ternational quality standards is to be
pursued with a spirit of cooperative-
ness for the benefit of Muslims who
value the sacredness of the prescrip-
tions of their faith.

Remember, that we do not have
faith unless we desire for our broth-
ers what we desire for ourselves.
Our brothers are those brothers in
humanity.

*Discrepancies in totals due to
rounding off.

Professor Ebrahim Arnold is
chairperson of the Interim Halaal
Coordinating Committee (IHCC).

Halaal industry development as a catalyst for change

Table 1: Sanha’s 142 associated members made up of Muslim organisations and
jamaats per province*

Table 2: SA Muslim population as percentage of total (latest by religion available
figures StatsSA 2001)*

Table 4: The main franchises certified
throughout the provinces where
Sanha is operational*

Table 3: Number of certified businesses per province*
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ASLAM MXOLISI TAWANA
DURING the early 1950s,
 legendary Islamic scholar and
 political activist Imam Abdullah
Haron took the message of Islam
to the indigenous Black people in
the townships of Langa and
Gugulethu, in Cape Town.

Since then, Islam has spread to
many other townships in the coun-
try with African people embracing
the deen of Islam in great num-
bers.

In fact, in a recent Sunday
Times article, an academic study
was reported wherein it was found
that the growth of Muslim num-
bers is mostly experienced in the
Black townships and rural areas.

This confirmed that everyday
people in these areas are becoming
Muslim in their thousands.

Within these new Muslim com-
munities, challenges peculiar to
their environments are being expe-
rienced that needs attending to in
the best way by these communities
as they understand their own cir-
cumstances.

The pioneers of Islam in the
kasi (a colloquial term for ‘town-
ship’) were the first-generation
Muslims who learned Islam from
the Malay and Indian communi-
ties but also sent their own chil-
dren and grandchildren to various
Islamic universities to study Islam
and to plough back into their com-
munities.

In addition, they also sent, and
continue to send, their other chil-
dren to university to study secular
education in order to enable these
second-generation Black Muslims
to return and take charge of the af-

fairs of Black Muslims within the
kasis and rural areas.

With the return of these gradu-
ates in various fields of Islamic
theology and secular education,
the time has come for these grad-
uates to take over the affairs of
Muslims within their communi-
ties.

This prompted the idea to have
an annual Black Muslim confer-
ence where indigenous Muslims of
Azanian (South African) origin
could come together to discuss is-
sues affecting their communities
throughout the country.

The inaugural South African
Black Muslim Conference will
therefore take place from April 19
to 21, 2019, in Soweto, Johannes-
burg

The theme of this first confer-
ence will be ‘Black Muslims in the
post-apartheid South Africa’.

The aims of the conference are
to outline the status of Black Mus-
lims in South Africa; to share ideas
and expertise on how to improve
the conditions of Black Muslims,
economically, socially and educa-
tionally; to adopt a national pro-
gramme of action to implement
the decisions of the conference;
and to encourage the culture of
taking charge of our own affairs.

The topics to be discussed at
the conference are the state of
Black ulama in the townships;
Black Muslims and economic de-
velopment; the social status of
Black Muslims in South Africa;
the development of Muslim
women in the townships; and
Black Muslims and education.

The conference is being led by
the highly respected Tshwane-
based alim, Moulana Zaid Langa,
who is the amir of the conference.

To address the topics, the
creme-de la-creme of Black Mus-
lim speakers from around South
Africa and the African diaspora
have been sourced to deliver pa-
pers covering the various topics.

These include highly respected
ulama, like Moulana Fuad Lobi,
Shaikh Abdul-Qadr Nkosi, Shaikh
Ismail Gqamane, Hafidh Raheem
Nkumane, and highly acclaimed
political activist and poet,
Ebrahim Bofelo.

Former student activist turned
businessman and amir of the
Galeshewe Muslim Association,
Aslam Mxolisi Tawana; Unisa-
based academic, Professor Amina
Ngubani; amir of the Gauteng
Muslim Shura Council, Sidi Mo-
hammad Gadimang; political ac-
tivist Mamohale Moloi;
IBM-based IT expert Fatima
Thekoane; community activist and
marriage counsellor, Abdusalaam
Motaung; teacher and youth ac-
tivist, Essa Khambule; and Unisa-
based academic, Nwabisa Nadia
Sigaba are also on the list of pre-
senters.

President Cyril Ramaphosa has
also been invited to address the
gala event of the conference.

There is overwhelming support
from many quarters of the general
Muslim community in South
Africa for this conference.

There is also a positive vibe and
anticipation within Black Muslim
communities throughout the coun-
try and everyone is looking for-
ward to this historic conference.
Aslam Mxolisi Tawana is a
 panelist at the conference and
part of the organising committee.

Status of Black Muslims the focus of historic conference

Unisa-based academic, Nwabisa Nadia Sigaba (left), and amir of the Western
Cape Shura Council, Shaikh Ismail Gqamane (right) are among the speakers who
will be addressing the historic first South African Black Muslim Conference.

Photos GIVEN MALULEKA (left) & ABDUL LATIEF ROSSIER (right)

The historic first South African Black Muslim Conference is being led by
Tshwane-based alim, Moulana Zaid Langa. Photo SUPPLIED
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MAHMOOD SANGLAY
FOLLOWING news early in
 February this year that  Brimstone
Investment  Corporation had
 undertaken to join an Israeli
company in a bid to buy out
Clover South Africa, there was
an announcement, within three
days, of a review of this decision.

Later that month, CEO of
Brimstone, Mustaq Brey, resigned
as a member of the Imam Abdul-
lah Haron Education Trust
(IAHET).

The reason for these develop-
ments is pressure brought to bear
on Brimstone by lobby groups,
notably the South African chapter
of the Boycott Divestment Sanc-
tions (BDS) movement.

In explaining its decision to re-
view, Brimstone referenced its
‘value-driven identity’ and the
‘widespread outrage’ by South
Africans who support resistance to
the Israeli occupation of Palestine
and to Israeli apartheid.

Brey agreed to a formal inter-
view with Muslim Views once
Brimstone’s review process is con-
cluded. The matter of the com-
pany’s original decision to
participate in the deal as well as
the outcome of the review may
then be the subject of media in-
quiry.

However, there is also public
interest in Brey’s position as a
member of the Imam Abdullah
Haron Education Trust (IAHET).
As a founder member and former
chairperson, Brey said that after
ten years of service to the trust, he
does not ‘wish for this matter to
cause any harm to the good name

of IAHET’.
He therefore tendered his resig-

nation and, on February 21, the
board of trustees formally ac-
cepted his decision to step down.
Farzana Mahomed, chairperson of
IAHET since 2016, told Muslim
Views that the trustees had ac-
cepted Brey’s decision unani-
mously and expressed their
gratitude for his leadership and
selfless service.

Other members of the trust are
Ebrahim Mohamed, the vice
chairperson, Fatiema Haron-Ma-

soet, Mary Burton, Brian Isaacs,
Mpho Ndebele, Saleem Tricgardt
and Thabiet Majal.

Mahomed says that the priority
of the trust is to protect its in-
tegrity, including the programmes
for the benefit of its beneficiaries.
To date, IAHET has contributed
approximately R2,6 million to-
wards bursaries for 373 students
and approximatly R1,3 million on
early childhood development.

An estimated 1 200 children
and 600 parents have benefitted
from these programmes.

Brimstone CEO resigns
from Imam Haron trust

Farzana Mahomed succeeded Mustaq Brey as chairperson of the Imam  Abdullah
Haron Education Trust (IAHET) in 2016. Photo SUPPLIED

THE Electoral Commission of
South Africa (IEC) and the
 Muslim Judicial Council (MJC)
issued the following joint
 statement in light of the national
and provincial elections
 coinciding with Ramadaan.

Representatives of the Muslim
Judicial Council (MJC) of South
Africa and the Electoral Commis-
sion (IEC) have been engaging in
discussions about the holy month
of Ramadaan coinciding with the
date of the elections.

According to the MJC, the holy
month of Ramadaan will possibly
commence on Tuesday, May 7, de-
pending on the sighting of the new
moon.

Voting in the national and
provincial elections will take place
between 7am and 9pm on May 8,
2019.

The national and provincial
elections (NPE) is a necessary and
key tool within any democratic so-
ciety that ensures good gover-
nance, political stability and
political accountability to the elec-
torate.

Participation in the elections is
a requisite civic duty placed on all
citizens who have registered and
who are able to participate.

This year, the NPE coincides
with the beginning of the Islamic
holy month of Ramadaan, in
which billions of Muslims across
the globe observe the abstinence
of food and drink from sunrise to
sunset, in a conscious attempt to
build a heightened sense of moral
and spiritual development.

The observance of the fast
should not be seen as an isolated
event but rather part of our daily
lives, with the exception that we
are in a state of heightened self-re-

flection and contemplation on the
society around us.

In ensuring that the elections
run smoothly for all those partici-
pating in it, the MJC and the IEC
met to discuss certain considera-
tions for voters and electoral staff
who are observing the fast on elec-
tion day and the two days of Spe-
cial Voting scheduled for May 6 to
7.

The MJC and the IEC have
agreed to work together to ensure
a smooth process of voting and a
successful election.

For electoral staff
and party agents

The IEC and MJC encourage
Muslim electoral staff to fulfil
their religious obligations during
the course of duty, and both or-
ganisations will assist in facilitat-
ing opportunities for the
observance of prayer, where pos-
sible.

This will also include obser-
vance and facilitation of space in
the breaking of the fast at sunset,
where possible.

For voters
Should members of the Muslim

community find it necessary, they
may apply for a Special Vote,
which will provide allowance to
cast a vote on Monday, May 6,
and Tuesday, May 7, from 9am to
5pm.

Applications for special votes
open online and at IEC local of-
fices from April 4 to 18.

The MJC reaffirms its commit-
ment to the democratic process
and calls on the entire Muslim
community, who are eligible, to
cast their vote in the 2019 elec-
tions.

NATIONAL ELECTIONS 2019

IEC and MJC discuss
Ramadaan and elections



Muslim Views . April 201910

www.iawafrica.com

 Africa For
 Palestine

Across 250 cities, towns and universities worldwide. 
Endorsed by over 110 local and international organisations. 
With more than 100 events on the African Continent.

 Israeli
Apartheid
Week
 1-7 Apri l 2019

15th

IT’S all systems go as the
Boorhaanol Islam Movement and
Muslim Views gear up to
 welcome the blessed month of
Ramadaan with the publication
of the Taraweeg Survey in the
Muslim Views.

After last year’s successful
launch of the first Taraweeg Sur-
vey as a supplement to Muslim
Views elicited overwhelmingly
positive feedback, preparations for
this year’s edition began much ear-
lier with planning meetings be-
tween the two parties.

However, the crunch time is
now over the next few weeks as
Boorhaanol must make contact
with the representatives of about
200 mosques in the Western Cape
to get accurate details about their
plans for this year’s Ramadaan.

All mosques have been grouped
into geographic regions, with one
person (surveyor) designated to
about ten mosques (see website for
surveyor allocated to a specific
mosque). For example, we are
very grateful to the principal of
Darul Arqam High School, Shaikh
Ebrahim Dawood, for availing
himself and his staff to take re-
sponsibility for the 29 Mitchells
Plain mosques.

If a surveyor has not yet been in
contact with your mosque’s imam
or committee, please make contact
with the surveyor allocated to
your mosque (details on the web-
site www.boorhaanol.org.za).

The information required this
year is similar to that of last year,
with a few additional specifica-
tions of each mosque this year.

These are the total capacity for
both males and females; whether
it is disabled-friendly i.e. wheel-
chair accessible and special toilet
facilities; and email address of the
imam. We are very grateful to Sha-
heed Essop and his team for
painstakingly measuring up the di-
mensions of the 65 new mosques
since the last survey was done in
2011. From their measurements,
the total capacity of each mosque
could be calculated. Also, thanks
to Gesant Abed and his photogra-
phy team, each mosque will have
an updated photograph to adorn
the Taraweeg Survey.

A concern at this stage is the
lack of responses to the appeal to
readers to inform Boorhaanol
about any jamaat khanas that will
be performing Taraweeh Salaah
this year. It is hoped that such a list
will assist local Muslims in per-

forming their Taraweeh Salaah
this year.

The improved, bigger Taraweeg
Survey will be available at most
mosques with Muslim Views on
Friday, May 3, 2019, Insha Allah.
If you anticipate struggling to get
hold of a copy, contact the offices
of Muslim Views on 021 696 5404
to make arrangements for yours.

Thereafter, the online Taraweeg
Survey will be available on the
website www.boorhaanol.org.za,
which will be updated regularly
throughout the month of Ra-
madaan. Similarly, the Muslim
Views website is now operational
and has a designated Boorhaanol
link which will take readers to the
online Taraweeg Survey and any
other Boorhaanol articles which
recently appeared in Muslim
Views.

For any further information
please contact Yusrah at the
Boorhaanol office on telephone

number 021 424 1864 or via
email at  boorhaanol@gmail.com.

Bigger, better Taraweeg Survey on the way

Masjidul Kareem, in Eleventh Avenue,
Eagle Park. Photo GESANT ABED

Coowatool Islam Mosque, in Long
Street, Bo-Kaap.

Photo GESANT ABED

This year’s Taraweeg Survey will feature more information on each masjid,
 including wheelchair accessibility and whether there are special toilet facilities.

Image SUPPLIED
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AFROZ ALI
PERHAPS it is too early for
analysis and lessons to be drawn
from the latest act of terrorism
committed on Friday, March 15
that hit the Muslim community
in Christchurch, New Zealand.
Indeed, it was a tragedy felt by
all people of New Zealand.

New Zealand is one of the most
peaceful countries globally. Most
of its people and its government
have largely advocated for and
lived as a positively coexistent so-
ciety. But is that sentiment, in spite
of it being lived by most in the so-
ciety, enough for the type of vio-
lence that befell Christchurch?

What might be some core influ-
encing factors that has led to such
a tragic massacre in, of all places,
a place of worship, and in New
Zealand?

Muslims were specifically tar-
geted and killed in coldblooded
murder by a deranged individual
who, based on the early stages of
investigations, seems to have held
to a right-wing racist and white
supremacist ideology. Simply put,
his ideological god was hatred of
the other.

When the circumstances
around the Christchurch massacre
of innocent lives are initially ex-
amined three very specific factors
reveal themselves.

The first factor that keeps con-
tributing to terror attacks and in-
discriminate violence is that of

access to weapons.
In New Zealand, the minimum

legal age to own a gun is 16, or 18
for military-style semi-automatic
weapons. All gun owners must
have a licence. But, most guns
don’t have to be registered, except
military-style semi-automatic
weapons.

According to a BBC report,
New Zealand police said that they
‘can’t be sure how many legally
owned firearms there are in the
country as there is no record of the
majority of firearms’.

New Zealand Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern said that the
shooter, identified as Brenton Tar-

rant from Australia, had licences
for the two semi-automatic
weapons, two shotguns and a
modified lever-action firearm,
which he allegedly used during the
terrorist attack that left at least 50
Muslims dead.

Given the fact that Australian
gun laws are far stricter than New
Zealand’s, did this Australian
cross ‘the ditch’ so that he could
access such guns and kill those
whom he hated in a land where it
was legal to possess military-style
firearms?

These are the types of questions
New Zealand will have to try and
answer in order to make it a safer
country. Weapons proliferation is
real and nations must stop being
the agency of violent weapons to
become part of civil society.

New Zealand has as many guns
as one in every four citizens. Police
figures indicate that of the 154
homicides involving firearms in
the past decade, 80 per cent of
them were committed by individ-
uals without a gun licence. And
therein lies the problem: clearly, it
is not licensing that suggests that
gun violence can be curbed but ac-
cess.

And that is why it is heartening
news that Prime Minister Arden
has confirmed that New Zealand
will now, at the very least, ban
semi-automatic firearms.

The second factor that has con-
tributed to terrorism is political in-
fluence and fanning of the fire of

hate.
Whether it is religious fanati-

cism, ideological hatred or nation-
state bigotry, they all share the
common thread of influencing the
spread of hate and fear in order to
attain politically motivated objec-
tives of supremacy over others.

New Zealand Prime Minister
Ardern is a worthy note of excep-
tion to most politicians around the
world; her leadership is admirable.

Language is powerful, particu-
larly by people of influence but at
an arm’s length away of the actual
violence committed. Many politi-
cians are exposing their moral
bankruptcy and have stains of
blood on their hands for the lan-
guage and policies they have in-
strumented in the name of
national security.

Words kill and the
Christchurch terrorism against
Muslims is no exception. The
shooter listed the likes of US pres-
ident Donald Trump as someone
he took as a positive influence,
specifically due to the president’s
inflammatory and divisive stance
against immigrants and, in partic-
ular, Muslims.

There is no doubt about it: the
arrogant barrels of the mouths of
politicians help pull the trigger of
guns of all kinds of terrorists.

Citizens around the world have
a heightened responsibility to keep
voting such politicians out of of-
fice. In this day and age, it is less
about who we vote into office and

more about who we vote out.
The third factor is extreme lev-

els of ignorance mixed with arro-
gant self-righteousness. The
shooter in Christchurch is no dif-
ferent in terms of his ignorance of
Islam, and society, than the foreign
fighters of Isis. They all have acted
out of gross ignorance but with an
overflowing characteristic of arro-
gant self-righteousness.

The utter irony, as a case in
point, of the Christchurch shooter
is not lost: his ideology is based on
hatred of immigrants who, ac-
cording to him, ‘have invaded our
lands’.

Yet, he resides in the usurped
lands of indigenous Austronesians
(Australia), supports the invasion
of foreign lands like Afghanistan,
and went on to New Zealand – the
rightful lands of the noble Maori
– to kill in the name of supposed
invasion by the immigrant. It
would be funny if it was not this
tragically distressful to try to grap-
ple with his bigotry.

New Zealand is a beautiful
country, and its people are noble.
It is not immigrants that must be
stopped from crossing borders or
the ditch; what must be stopped
are weapons, foul mouths, rheto-
ric and hatred. And one place on
earth we can have hope for this to
happen is New Zealand.
Imam Afroz Ali is the founder of
Transformative Living, based in
Sydney, Australia, and is a
columnist for Muslim Views.

Terrorism does not have borders
The Christchurch massacre: analysis and lessons

Thousands in New Zealand’s largest
city, Auckland, said no to racism in a
demonstration on Sunday March 24.

Photo MARCELO ESPINOZA
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CASSIEM KHAN
INTERNATIONAL Day for the
Elimination of Racial
 Discrimination was observed by
the United Nations (UN) on
March 21.

The UN formally established
this observance in 1966, six years
after the Sharpeville massacre,
which captured worldwide atten-
tion. This event involved police
opening fire and killing 69 people
at a peaceful demonstration
against the apartheid ‘pass laws’ in
Sharpeville, on March 21, 1960.

The pass laws were the most
humiliating of the apartheid laws
as it sought to regulate and control
the movement of Africans. The
Pan Africanist Congress (PAC)
under the leadership of Professor
Robert Sobukwe organised the
anti-pass law campaign and chose
March 21 as the day Africans
would go to the nearest police sta-
tion and hand in their passes.

This continued countrywide in
a largely peaceful manner, with the
exception of Sharpeville.

The Sharpeville massacre con-
tributed to the international com-
munity prioritising the need to
eliminate racism. The world was
guided by this South African expe-
rience and it follows that we as a
nation should be leading the world
in ending all forms of racism.

Thus, it is unfortunate that as
expressed by the South African

Human Rights Commission
(SAHRC), racism continues to be
the number one human rights vio-
lation.

As further articulated by the
SAHRC, equality related com-
plaints, such as racial discrimina-
tion, account for 68 per cent of the
total of equality complaints. This
ranges from calling people the ‘K
word’, baboons and monkeys, to
being prejudiced in the workplace
and in access to education.

Racial discrimination and in-
come inequality in South Africa
are inextricably linked. South
Africa is one of the most unequal
societies in the world.

In 2015, a study conducted by
the Institute for Justice and Recon-
ciliation (IJR) found that income
inequality is listed as the most sig-

nificant dividing feature in con-
temporary South Africa. Further-
more, the poorest people continue
to be black women, and the rich-
est, white men.

The majority of South Africans
continue to live on 2,5 US dollars
or R35 per day.

Given that it is the 25th year
since the end of apartheid and the
establishment of a democratic dis-
pensation, the income gap has
grown, which is largely due to the
adoption of neo-liberal economic
policies that favour the free-mar-
ket and privatisation.

According to Professor Olivier,
of University of the Free State
(UFS), in an SAFM radio interview
on World Happiness Day, inequal-
ity has increased the levels of
anger, violence and general ill-will
that has made South Africa one of
the unhappiest countries.

Is the Muslim community per-
petuating income inequality and
racial discrimination through its
employment of particularly, black
women who work as domestic
workers for slave wages?

I hope that this Ramadaan, that
disgusting practice of forcing do-
mestic workers to wake up for
suhoor and clean up after iftaar
will end.

This year marks the 50th year
that a leader from this Muslim
community, ash-Shaheed Imam
Abdullah Haron, was killed in de-
tention for his political activism to
end inequality and racial discrimi-
nation.

Imam Haron, like most politi-
cally conscious people of his time,
was greatly influenced by the
Sharpeville massacre.

Liberation organisations such
as the PAC, ANC and SACP were
banned, and hundreds of political
activists arrested.

Sharpeville shook the apartheid
state, as the world, the market and
the masses reacted almost bringing
the regime to its knees.

Imam Haron was aligned to the
then banned PAC. However, the
nature of his membership to the
PAC, and that of its armed wing
Poqo has never been confirmed.
His alignment to the PAC was
through his association with Bar-
ney Desai, the author of Killing of
the Imam.

Further, many of the Imam’s
students were PAC members and
through them he had direct con-
tact with the Pan-Africanist Con-
gress.

In addition, as to demonstrate
the depth of Imam Haron’s politi-
cal activities, he worked with
Canon Collins, of the London-
based Defence and Aid Fund, to fi-
nancially support the families of
people imprisoned for political ac-

tivities against the apartheid
regime. This served as a trigger for
his arrest.

Imam Haron was held for 123
days where he was interrogated
and brutally tortured by thuggish
apartheid security police until he
was murdered on September 27,
1969.

In this 50th year since his
killing, Imam Haron’s family has
started the legal process of re-
questing that the National Prose-
cuting Authority (NPA) reopen the
inquest that followed his martyr-
dom.

The reopening of the inquest
into the killing of Ahmed Timol in
detention has motivated the
Imam’s family to call for the re-
opening of the inquest. They be-
lieve that there is sufficient
evidence to prove that the
apartheid regime’s version was a
deliberate distortion of what tran-
spired during the 123 days.

The Timol case has proven that
information exists, whether it is as
police records, private notes of the
Special Branch members and
knowledge within families of who
were complicit.

We should follow the example
of Imam Haron by working tire-
lessly to eliminate racial discrimi-
nation and income inequality in
our homes, our places of work
and worship.
Cassiem Khan is the co-ordinator
of the Imam Haron
 Commemoration Committee,
which operates under the
 auspices of the Imam Haron
Foundation.

Remember Imam Haron and eliminate racism
Cassiem Khan addressing the
 audience at the media conference on
February 8, coinciding with Imam
Haron’s birthday, when two special
 announcements were made. The first
was of a campaign and series of
events to mark the 50th year of
 commemoration of Imam’s death in
detention. The second, but more
 significant announcement, was of the
intention of the Haron family to launch
an application to re-open the inquest
into the circumstances surrounding
the death of Imam in police custody
after 123 days in detention – hence the
theme of the campaign #123 days.

Photo ISGAAK EBRAHIM

Madrasah Tul
Madinah Youth
Moulood
OVER a thousand youth and parents
attended the Youth Moulood on Sun-
day, February 24, at the Portlands High
School hall, in Mitchells Plain. The
event was organised by Madrasah Tul
Madina. According to Mualimah
 Shamiega Ajam, the secretary of
Madrasah Tul Madina, the organisers
‘consider this the finest gathering of
our youth, madaris and madrasah
learners and their parents in many
years. They had all gathered to show
their love for the Nabi Muhammad
(SAW)’. Poems, nasheeds and short
speeches were presented and they
were all well received. There were also
Muslim students from two high
schools in the area – A Z Berman High
School and Portlands High School –
who participated in the event.
 Mualimah Ajam said the success of
the event proved that ‘the hard work of
all the madrasah teachers is starting
to pay off’. She also expressed thanks
to madaris from Delft, Blikkiesdorp,
Atlantis, Grassy Park, Khayelitsha and
all the areas of Mitchells Plain that
 participated. The special guests at the
Moulood were Shaikh Riyaad
 Rinquest, imam of Jumua Mosque, in
Cape Town, and nasheed reciter
Ahmad Menshawy. The programme
ended on an intensely emotional note
with everyone joining in the final
recitation of the qaseedah and
ashraqal (salawaat). Photos SUPPLIED
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WITH the all-new Toyota
Corolla Hatch, one of the most
successful model names in
 automotive history makes a
 striking return.

Taking over the Auris name
badge in South Africa, the Corolla
recalls a memorable history in this
country – mostly with sedan mod-
els but also the Corolla Conquest
and Avante variants of the 80s and
90s – and this new hatchback
builds on its predecessors’ cele-
brated qualities of contemporary
design, driving dynamics and effi-
ciency.

With the Toyota New Global
Architecture (TNGA) chassis as its
basis, the Corolla is longer, lower
and, therefore, sleeker than its
Auris predecessor. The striking
nose features all-LED lamp clus-
ters, with integral daytime running
lights beneath the curved edge of
a flatter, clamshell bonnet and nar-
row upper grille. Beneath that,
trapezoidal lower grille features a
new mesh design and a frame that
projects powerfully forwards with
a grille surround that generates
Toyota’s signature ‘catamaran
shape’ at the front corners of the
car. It emphasises the car’s width
and gives the Corolla that aggres-
sive broad, sporting stance.

Like the front, the rear styling
is more rounded than before and
a 14-degree increase in the angle
of the rear screen and muscular

haunches above the rear wheel
arches combine to give the car a
more compact appearance.

All-LED light clusters, located
as far to the two corners as possi-
ble, emphasise the car’s width,
while the rear bumper styling
echoes the ‘catamaran’ look of the
front. A lower rear lip features a
blackout design matching the
front; and all versions of the
hatchback feature a roof spoiler
and shark fin antenna.

The new Corolla hatch comes
in six exterior colours, including
three new colours – Scarlet Metal-
lic (Red), Oxide Bronze and
Caribbean Blue. The highest levels
of visual and tactile quality were
the goals of the dedicated Toyota
Motor Europe Sensory Quality
team (also responsible for the Toy-
ota C-HR crossover’s acclaimed
interior) when styling and design-
ing the Corolla’s driver and pas-
senger environment.

The result is a spacious, mod-
ern and cohesive cabin with new
textures, colours and trims that
are both ergonomically practical
and eye-catchingly styled.

The slim instrument panel, for
example, is not only key to gener-
ating a sense of spaciousness but it
improves forward visibility while
still allowing the driver to be posi-
tioned lower and closer to the car’s
centre of gravity for a more engag-
ing driving position.

The driver’s cockpit has that
real wrap-around feel and the
sporty nature is echoed in a front
seat design that also optimises
comfort and reduces fatigue on
long journeys.

The high-grade Xr models also
have slim, Alcantara-covered,
front sports seats with wide shoul-
der supports that combine with
solid, thick side bolsters to really
grip your upper body and thighs
when cornering. The revised rear
seats feature a new seat cushion
material that allows for more even
distribution of the occupants’
weight and, as standard, all rear
seats can be folded using a remote
lever to create a fully flat exten-
sion to the loadspace.

That TNGA platform men-
tioned earlier is the foundation for
all Toyota’s future powertrain and
vehicle development and the ver-
sion of this modular platform em-
ployed in the Corolla is designated
the GA-C. With it, the GA-C
brings considerable dynamic han-
dling benefits to the new Corolla
range, thanks to it being both
being torsionally stiffer (by 60 per
cent) and lighter, as well as offer-
ing a lower centre of gravity.

Not only does a new multilink
rear suspension mean there is less
intrusion in the loadspace, allow-
ing for an increase in load volume
but handling stability, steering re-
sponse and ride comfort are no-

tably improved.
The latter, thanks to a new

shock absorber valve design in
both front and rear suspension
systems, also reduces friction by
40 per cent, resulting in a
smoother and more comfortable
ride.

Under that stylish front bonnet
is a 1.2-litre four-cylinder tur-
bopetrol engine that delivers
85kW and a constant torque curve
of 185 Nm between 1 500 and 4
000 rpm through either a 6-speed
manual or a new 10-speed Sport
Sequential Shiftmatic Continiously
Variable Transmission (CVT).

The engine is the same power
unit found in the Toyota C-HR
and it is good for a brisk 0 to 100
km/h of 9,5 seconds for the man-
ual (10.4 for CVT) and the top
speed of 200 km/h (190 for CVT).
Fuel consumption has been pegged
at 6,1 litres per 100 km for both
manual and CVT variants.

The Corolla Hatch features a
host of active and passive safety
features. There are a total of seven
airbags – driver and passenger,
along with two side and curtain,
as well as one for the driver’s knee
– plus Vehicle Stability Control is
standard, along with the full suite
of electronic aids present (ABS,
EBD, Brake Assist and Hill-assist
Control). It also comes standard
with ISOFIX attachment points
for child seats.

All Corolla Hatch models come
standard with a 6-services/ 90 000
km Service Plan and 3-year/ 100
000 km warranty. Service intervals
are set at 12 months/ 15 000 km.

There are three models in the
line-up:
Corolla Hatch 1.2T Xs 6MT –
R336 800.
Corolla Hatch 1.2T Xs CVT –
R347 400.
Corolla Hatch 1.2T Xr CVT –
R367 100.

The return: the all-new Toyota Corolla

Adopting the Toyota New Global Architecture (TNGA), the Corolla is longer, lower
and, therefore, sleeker. Photo MOTORPRESS
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WITH the Easter weekend, and
other long weekends, many
 families head to various
 destinations across South Africa.

If you will be one of the people
behind the wheel during this time,
get to grips with these six tips now
to ensure you arrive at your holi-
day destination safely, and return
home destressed.

WORK Arriving safely at your
destination takes work. The first
step is ensuring your vehicle’s
maintenance is in order.

The managing director of Mas-
terDrive, Eugene Herbert, ex-
plains: ‘Before setting off on a long
journey, ensure your services are
up-to-date, windscreen wipers
have not degraded, tyres are not
worn and are correctly inflated.
Crashes as a result of ill-main-
tained vehicles are a common oc-
currence.’

WAY Plan your route before de-
parting.

‘This includes paying close at-
tention to areas where crashes are
common, and planning where to
stop. Once you have this route,
stick to it.’

WATCH Employ defensive
driving techniques throughout the
trip.

‘This includes paying attention
to the drivers around you and
watching out for any reckless be-
haviour that could endanger other

drivers. If you can see another
driver is about to act recklessly
well before they actually do it, it
gives you time to react before their
driving becomes a hazard. This in-
cludes watching the sides of the

roads for pedestrians and animals
that may suddenly cross. Every
year, one of the largest groups of
fatalities is pedestrians. As you
near towns or see road signs warn-
ing of pedestrians, pay heed and

adjust your driving accordingly.’
WAIT Studies in recent years

suggest that fatigued driving is be-
coming as large a threat to mo-
torists as what drunken driving is.

‘Ensure you get a good night’s

sleep before setting off. If you did
not sleep well the night before,
rather get a few more hours shut
eye and arrive at your destination
slightly later. If you feel sleepy
while driving, take a break and
wait until you feel refreshed before
leaving again.

‘While many prefer leaving at
night, it can also be safer to wait
for daylight hours. Besides the
challenges it creates with fatigue
and reduced visibility, night-time
is also when you are more likely to
encounter drivers who may be at-
tempting to avoid law enforce-
ment. These are the drivers you
don’t want to share the road with.’

WATER Ensure you are prop-
erly hydrated and nourished.
‘Take time to prepack plenty of
healthy snacks and water. This
will assist with your concentration
levels and avoid the energy crash
that often follows unhealthy foods
and sugary drinks.’

HEADING HOME At the end
of the trip, remember to do all of
the above again.

‘The trip home should take as
much planning as the one to your
holiday destination. Avoid trying
to rush home and taking unneces-
sary risks. There can be no better
end to a trip than arriving home
refreshed, destressed and, above
all, safely,’ advises Herbert.
Source MOTORPRESS

The 5Ws and 1H of safe holiday driving

Studies in recent years suggest that fatigued driving is becoming as large a threat to motorists as what drunken driving is.
Photo FOTOLIA
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Road regulations are
rules, and not mere
suggestions
RECENTLY, three teenagers were killed and another was in a serious
condition in hospital in KwaZulu-Natal after a taxi driver skipped a
red light and collided with them.

The community has expressed anger at the tragic incident, saying that
taxi drivers often drive recklessly in the area. The unfortunate truth is
that such reckless driving is not limited to just that part of South Africa
or the taxi sector but is a national pandemic.

Many drivers in South Africa treat road regulations as mere sugges-
tions rather than rules to drive by.

The managing director of MasterDrive, Eugene Herbert, explains:
‘Most drivers automatically assume only taxi drivers break the law and,
admittedly, they are often culprits. Yet, they are not the only ones at
fault.

‘Not coming to a complete stop at stop signs, driving in yellow lines,
distracted driving and not giving way to pedestrians are all rules that
many motorists disobey daily.

‘After an incident as horrifying and tragic as this one, all drivers need
to reassess their own driving and question how many times they are
guilty of disobeying a road rule, no matter how small. South African
drivers have the attitude that they can break the law because other driv-
ers do and get away with it.’

Instead, South African drivers should play their role in developing
safer roads.

‘Every driver needs to commit to driving defensively, courteously and,
importantly, within the confines of the law. Part of the reason road fa-
talities are much lower in many first world countries is because drivers
take the law seriously. It is time for South African drivers to start creating
their own culture of safe driving.

‘As a nation, we have been left horrified by what happened to the
teenagers in KwaZulu-Natal. Let it be powerful motivation to any driver
who breaks the law to change their behaviour,’ says Herbert.
Source MOTORPRESS

PARTS of South Africa have seen some considerable
rain recently and Cape Town is gearing up for its
winter rainfall.

Those who commute to work and other destina-
tions on motorcycles know how uncomfortable this
can get.

The training director at MasterDrive, Derek
Kirkby, provides a few tips for riding in the rain
should you find yourself in this situation again.
l Make sure you have a quality rain suit (in yellow).

This will not only keep you dry but will increase
your visibility. Remember, if you are warm and dry,
you can operate the controls more efficiently.

l Be aware while lane splitting that you have less
grip and you are riding on the dotted white lines
so take it slower.

l Keep in mind that side windows of vehicles are
misted up and drivers cannot see you in their side
mirrors.

l Ensure you treat your visor with anti-fog or that
you have a pin-lock insert on your visor to prevent
it from fogging up.

l Try to stay in the wheel wipes (wheel tracks) of ve-
hicles ahead of you as they have distributed the
water already.

l Use more of the rear brake than the front as trac-
tion is limited.

l Be aware of oil that has mixed with water on the
roads.

l Avoid puddles as this might be a pothole filled with
water.

l Wear good quality, waterproof gloves.
l Avoid shiny-smooth surfaces. Surfaces that are

slightly slippery on dry days become perilously
slippery in the rain. Stay off of things like painted
lines, manhole covers, metal plates and even tar
snakes. If you do find yourself caught on one of
these, avoid hard braking or acceleration –just roll
over it without any sudden inputs.

l Loosen up. Clinging to the bars with a death grip
will do three bad things: tire you out faster, exag-
gerate the effects of any movements you make and
keep your suspension from working as it should.
Remember that your bike is designed to handle
small bumps and wiggles so let it do its job.

l Give yourself time and space. Take it easy. Reduce
your speed and put more space between you and
the vehicle in front of you. Braking distances are
much longer in the rain, and you can’t count on
having traction when you need it. Plus, you need
time to scan the road ahead and choose your lines.

Source: MOTORPRESS

Riding in the rain can be quite uncomfortable and presents
additional hazards. Photo MOTORPRESS

Riding a motorcycle in the rain
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Support victims of New
Zealand mosque attack
Al-Nu’man ibn Bashir reported: “The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon
him, said, ‘The parable of the believers in their affection, mercy and compassion for each
other is that of a body. When any limb aches, the whole body reacts with sleeplessness
and fever.’”

Our hopes, prayers and practical help go out to each and every victim, bystander or loved
one affected. Reading the news can make you feel hopeless but when we stand together in
solidarity, we can make a real difference to the victims of these attacks.

Penny Appeal Australia is coordinating with a number of local partners on the ground
in New Zealand. We are delighted to hear the prime minister offer full support to families
with funeral arrangements. This will go a long way we pray, Insha Allah.

Proceeds raised by Penny Appeal will help with both the short and long-term needs of
the grieving families, and we will be distributing these accordingly, including support for
those who have sustained life-changing injuries. It is critical to ensure sustainability in sup-
port services.

Penny Appeal and its teams will commit to providing support based on appropriate needs
assessments whether that is psycho-social support, community cohesion programmes or
otherwise. Our experience of having supported communities over the years, particularly in
the UK after such tragic incidents has demonstrated the necessity for these provisions and
we seek to do likewise here.

No amount of money will bring back their loved ones but we do hope to lessen their
burden in some way. You can donate by contacting 031 11 00 573 or email info@pennyap-
peal.org.za

VANESSA RIVERA 
DE LA FUENTE

WHENEVER we talk about
Muslim women, two dominant
discourses reach our ears. The
first is about women of the past
who are seen as role models, such
as Aisha, Fatima and Khadija
(RA).

This perspective, which I call
the historical approach, presents
the ideal woman with qualities we
should strive to develop, values
that make possible a life with
which we can feel more comfort-
able and a deepening of our imaan
(faith). These values include wis-
dom, loyalty, courage, justice, per-
severance, faith, independence and
generosity.

The second discourse is based
on stereotypes, and presents Mus-
lim women as passive and without
initiative. I call this the objectifica-
tion approach, which says that
Muslim women are oppressed and
in need of someone to save us
from the bondage of religion and
from men, who, incidentally, are
all terrorists.

The historical approach gives
fair honour to Muslim women of
the past. Without them, and thou-
sands of Muslim women in
recorded history who are rarely
named, it would have been impos-
sible to develop Islamic civilisation
and expand our faith.

Muslim women have been ac-
tive agents of progress, social jus-
tice and equity for the Islamic

community. Asma Bint Abu Bakr
and Umm ad-Darda are high-
lighted scholars. Bilqis, the Queen
of Sheba, is mentioned as an ex-
ample of good government in the
Quran, as are Radiya, in India.
Rabia of Basra was the first mystic
Muslim woman.

But, what about Muslim
women today? Where are we?
How is Islam honouring us as
women today?

When I say ‘Islam’, I mean the
practice of Muslim lifestyle, our
daily deen. How are we ensuring
that today’s Aisha, Fatima, Rabia
and Bilqis are participating in
building the future of the ummah?

We believe that Allah SWT
gave each member of humankind
a part of the caliphate on earth, a
share of responsibility and leader-
ship to make the creation fruitful.

In the Quran, Allah says to the
angels, ‘I shall put a successor…’
And without distinction, He has
created humankind with the same
freedom and duties. Therefore, the
role of women in the Muslim com-
munity is not only an issue to re-
flect on historically but it should
be done without delay.

This notion of caliphate, the
core in the management of the
world as described in the Quran
implies equality between man and
woman. It is involvement upon
equal freedom. It is the responsi-
bility to choose, manage and par-
ticipate in society. It is not easy
today for women to take our place
on earth as caliphs.

Although worship is a duty and
a right of every Muslim, there are
limits in our access to the
mosques. We face reduced partici-
pation in community meetings and

decisions, even though the Quran
gives women the power to partici-
pate in the government of the
community.

Muslim women are not trusted
to be leaders even though Allah
SWT and the Prophet (SAW)
trusted us to hold these roles.

The Quran came to improve
the status of women. There are
many ahadith that show that
women could ask questions di-
rectly and offer their opinions in
matters of religion, economic and
social issues.

Limiting the contribution of
women in the community and/or
remaining indifferent and doing
nothing to facilitate our inclusion
as caliphs is ignoring the basic
teachings of the Quran, social jus-
tice, freedom and reason.

We must recognise the contri-
bution of Muslim women to the
Islamic community and hu-
mankind as a whole, not only in
the history of Islam but in our
present and future as mothers,
workers, professionals, scholars,

sisters, wives, leaders and activists
as bearers of a message with
unique voices.

We must recognise the diversity
of Muslim women and humanity;
while not all of us have the same
talents, tastes and abilities, all are
called to contribute.

This recognition must start
with ourselves. As Muslim
women, we must empower our-
selves and each other around this
caliphate we have been given. No
one will do it for us.

We must acknowledge that our
role in history is being written
today as we are taking back our
caliphate without hesitation. Islam
has honoured women, and women
have honoured Islam. It is in our
hands to create a new legacy for
the future.
Vanessa Rivera de la Fuente is a
global consultant in gender,
human rights and development,
and describes herself as a Muslim
feminist. Your comments and
feedback are valued. Email her
at: vrivera.de@gmail.com

TAKING BACK THE CALIPHATE

The role of Muslim women as agents of social justice

Vanessa Rivera de la Fuente.
Photo SUPPLIED

This notion of caliphate, the core in the management of the 

world as described in the Quran implies equality between 

man and woman. It is involvement upon equal freedom. It is 

the responsibility to choose, manage and participate in society. 

It is not easy today for women to take our place on earth as caliphs...

One of the injured victims being placed in an ambulance after the Christchurch mosque terrorist
 attack. Photo SUPPLIED
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AS our group of friends started
accepting Islam, we wanted to do
at least one prayer a day together.
We discussed amongst ourselves
where we could do it and
 someone came up with the idea
that since we had inherited from
our Muslim antecedents what
had been the ancient main
Mosque of Seville, we should do
it there.

The mosque had been demol-
ished to build a cathedral on its
foundations, leaving only the patio
and the minaret, and had become
a famous landmark in the city, the
Giralda. We agreed that we would
pray Asr Salaah every day on the
patio, bringing our own rugs; one
of the men would, after paying the
entrance fee, go up into the
minaret and call the adhaan.

We did this for many months
and, after some time, rented a
basement as a musallah.

With time, that basement be-
came too small and we rented a
bigger one right in the centre of
the city.

A few years later, the lease was
about to expire and the landlord
said that we either had to buy the
property or leave. And this is
where Frederic Kanoute, one of
the most prolific African foot-
ballers of the modern era, comes
into the picture.

A former African Footballer of
the Year, Freddie was capped 39
times for Mali, scoring 23 goals
and playing a vital role in pro-
pelling Mali to the final of the
African Cup of Nations in 2010.

A last minute appeal was made
to Kanoute who, at the time, was
playing for Seville Football Club,
and he stepped in and bought the
place.

It is estimated that Kanoute
spent a whole month’s salary on
buying it and it was registered in
his name.

We made an agreement with
him, and since then, the commu-
nity of Seville contributes with a
monthly donation to the Kanoute
Foundation to support the Sakina
Children’s Village, in Mali.

In the meantime, Alhamdulil-
lah, the community has grown
and, added to that, recent years
have brought many more immi-
grant Muslims to the city.

With the swelling numbers, the
need and desire has grown in the
hearts of Muslims of Seville to
have a dignified place of worship
that will become a beacon of light
for the entire city.

The project we are working on
now is to buy land in the centre of
Seville and build a proper mosque
which, like the one we built in
Granada, will become a symbol of
Islam’s revival in al-Andalus, a
beautiful and expansive place
large enough to gather all the
Muslims of Seville, and from
there, call the people to Islam.

Kanoute is aware of this need
and, in the same way that he
helped the Muslims of Seville once
before, he wants to do so again.

He is working with the Seville
Mosque Foundation to help us
raise a million Euros for the proj-
ect of the mosque and Islamic cul-
tural centre of Seville through a
crowd-funding campaign.

The campaign was initiated
after he received the prestigious In-
ternational Benevolence Award
earlier this month.

The award is given by the Pres-
idency of Religious Affairs of
Turkey and Diyanet Vakfi Foun-
dation.

This award recognises the effort
and dedication of people, from all
walks of life, who help and serve
others, of which Kanoute is a great
example.

We hope that with his help, and
of the Muslims from all over the
world who have been supporting
this project for the last five years
from as far afield as Indonesia to
the United States, this project will
soon become a reality, Insha Allah.
May Allah give us success!

For more information about
the Seville mosque and cultural
centre project, visit the website:
www.sevillemosque.com

Readers can also contribute to
the crowd fund via this link:
www.launchgood.com/kanoute
Khadijah Martinez lives in
Granada where she runs a travel
agency specialising in tours for
Muslim travellers.

African superstar footballer Kanoute helps Seville mosque project

This is the historic Patio de los
 Naranjos (patio of the orange trees),
with the minaret La Giralda in the
background. The minaret, which has
been converted into a bell tower, is
the only remnant of the central
mosque in Seville which was
 demolished in 1248 to make way for a
Catholic cathedral. This is where, in
the early 1980s, the revived Muslim
community in Seville, a city situated
in al-Andalus in south-west Spain,
started performing prayers in jamaah.
Now, Muslims in Seville face a major
financial challenge to establish a
 purpose-built masjid in a city that was
once the site of one of the most
 impressive mosques in Muslim Spain,
built between 1172 and 1182.

Photo SUPPLIED

Continuing the series on Islam
in Spain, KHADIJA MARTINEZ
writes about the challenges to
establish a purpose-built
mosque in Seville and the role
that former African Footballer
of the Year, Frederic Kanoute,
is playing to assist.

Another perspective of Patio de los Naranjos, the patio of the old Mosque of Seville, built between 1172 and 1182. This is
where, in the early 1980s, the revived Muslim community in Seville, a city situated in al-Andalus in south-west Spain, started
performing prayers in jamaah. Now, Muslims in Seville face a major financial challenge to establish a purpose-built masjid
in a city that was once the site of one of the most impressive mosques in Muslim Spain, built between 1172 and 1182.

Photo SUPPLIED

Frederic Omar Kanoute, retired Malian footballer, named African Footballer of the
Year in 2007 and starred for Spanish club, Sevilla, was one of the recipients of
the International Benevolence Awards presented on March 13 by the Turkish
Diyanet Foundation, a charity linked to the Presidency of Religious Affairs. Now
in its fifth year, the awards recognises ‘good deeds that warm the hearts of
 people’. Kanoute embraced Islam in his twenties and launched a foundation for
impoverished children in Mali. One of the foundation’s projects, Sakina
 Children’s Village established in 2010, offers care to orphaned and vulnerable
children. Kanoute is also known for his efforts to prevent the closure of a
mosque in Seville by paying out of his own pocket as the mosque was about to
be sold after its lease expired. Photo SUPPLIED
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the conquest of Istanbul, see the Whirling Dervishes and so much more.
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RUDEWAAN ARENDSE
‘LEAVE your country in search of
loftiness and travel! For in travel
there are five benefits: relief of
adversity, earning of livelihood,
knowledge, etiquette and noble
companionship.’ (Imam 
Shaafii – RA)

These benefits of travel, as nar-
rated by Imam Shaafii, are well
documented and are epitomised
by two of history’s most famous
explorers, who happened to have
been Muslim.

The two are Ibn Battuta, with
his medieval travels and chronicles
during the 14th century Islamic
world, Asia and China, and Ibn
Fadlan, with his travel narratives
of Northern Europe and Scandi-
navia during the 10th century de-
scribing the Volga Vikings of
present-day Russia.

In the Islamic worldview, trav-
elling has always been connected
with noble aims and a higher-
order imperative. This includes
travelling for knowledge and
learning – many of the greatest
journeys undertaken in the history
of Islam had as their aim, the seek-
ing and spreading of knowledge.

Travelling was also undertaken
to enlighten and enrich the soul
through spiritual growth and
transformation, to aid societal
progress and human development
and to know and experience the
diversity of Muslim people, na-
tions, culture, history and her-
itage. Travelling is encouraged in
Islam. In the Quran, Allah SWT

enjoins Muslims to travel: ‘Say, [O
Muhammad]: travel through the
land and observe how He began
creation. Then Allah will produce
the final creation. Indeed Allah,
over all things, is competent.’
(20:20)

With a glorious legacy of travel,
advocated by divine injunction in-
comparably diverse and rich cul-
tural and heritage landscapes
globally, Muslim travellers have
become a major segment of global
travel.

‘Muslim spend on travel was
valued at US$177 billion in 2017,
and is forecast to grow to US$274
billion by 2023.’ (State of the
Global Islamic Economy Report
2018/19)

Muslim-friendly 
tourism and Halaal tourism
Muslim-friendly tourism is a

niche in general tourism, and
refers to seeking to address the
leisure as well as the faith-based
needs of Muslim travellers. How-
ever, it should be noted that while
Muslim-friendly tourism seeks to
cater for the faith-based needs of
Muslim tourists, not all hospitality
products and services necessarily
meet shariah requirements. Thus,
Muslim-friendly tourism is not
necessarily halaal.

On the other hand, Halaal
tourism, a subcategory of Muslim-
friendly tourism, provides assur-
ance and/or endeavours to ensure,
that all hospitality products and
services, meet all shariah require-
ments, all of the time, and that
every component of the tourism
experience is halaal.

Muslim-friendly destinations
have both halaal and non-halaal
hospitality products, services and

experiences. However, the obser-
vant Muslim is able to enjoy the
tourism experience of the destina-
tion because of provisions for the
Muslim’s faith-based needs, and
the ease of Islamic allowances for
the Muslim traveller.

For example, if there is no
mosque at the destination or there
is no prayer facility at the hotel or
accommodation, tourists pray in
their rooms, provided that the
room is clean and there is an indi-
cation of the direction of the
Qibla.

If the itinerary requires travel-
ling during prayer times or there is
no prayer facility, prayers can be
combined or completed later than
prescribed prayer times, at a time
and place that is suitable.

If there are concerns about the
Halaal status of food at certain es-
tablishments, tourists tend to se-
lect vegetarian or seafood options
or eat at food establishment
owned by Muslims or providing
cuisine from countries with sizable
Muslim populations or Muslim-
majority countries; for example,
the ubiquitous tikka chicken and
kebab outlets.

Faith-based needs and concerns
of Muslim travellers and tourists
include halaal food, prayer facili-
ties, ablution facilities, recreation
facilities and services based on pri-
vacy, family-friendly environments
with no non-halaal activities as

well as no immodest, alcohol and
pork-based encounters or engage-
ments.

According to Crescent Rating
in 2018, the majority of Muslim
travellers adhere to some of these
needs. However, there is variation
in respect of priority among Mus-
lims. Halaal food typically enjoys
the highest priority.

Globally, most Muslim trav-
ellers and tourists are practising
Muslims and their main concerns
while travelling are halaal food
and prayer facilities. Assuming
everything else is the same, they
would opt for Muslim-friendly
travel and tourism products and
services.

This segment constitutes 60 per
cent of Muslim travellers and
tourists. Then there is 20 per cent
that is stricter and require a 100
per cent Halaal tourism experi-
ence. The last 20 per cent of Mus-
lim travellers and tourists are
non-practising Muslims.
Rudewaan Arendse is a 
non-executive director of
 Cullinan Holdings, a leading
travel and tourism company that
owns many industry brands,
 including Thompsons, Hylton
Ross and Pentravel. Rudewaan’s
company, Tayyib Travel, also
partnered with Trafalgar to
 develop Muslim-friendly and
 Halaal tours to selected global
 destinations.

The rise of the Muslim traveller
Sukaina Rajabali is an accomplished food and travel photographer based in
Dubai. She is pictured above on  vacation in Zanzibar, Tanzania, in  December
2018. Rajabali is of the view that Muslim women have diverse options in the
global Halaal travel  industry. Photo WWW.SUKAINARAJABALI.COM
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DR HISHAM DAFTERDAR
THE modern concept of family
trust was developed in the West
in the nineteenth century to
 preserve family business.

Monica M Gaudiosi (‘The in-
fluence of the Islamic law of waqf
on the development of the trust in
England: The case of Merton Col-
lege’) has noted the resemblance
between the Islamic waqf and the
English Law of Trust, and high-
lighted the strong influence of the
waqf on the development of West-
ern laws.

There are similarities between
the family waqf and the private
trust that ensure the continuity of
the family business and the flow of
revenues to the heirs.

Under the Law of Trust, as
under the rules of waqf, property
is preserved and its usufruct is ap-
propriated in order to benefit spe-
cific individuals or some other
charitable purpose.

These institutions can be cre-
ated for an indefinite period of
time and favour the successive
beneficiaries.

However, there are substantial
differences between trusts and
awqaf (plural of waqf). The struc-
ture and purposes are different.

The trust is not a separate legal
entity like a company or an indi-
vidual. It is, essentially, a relation-
ship that is recognised by the

courts in the context of their juris-
diction.

Family trusts are often estab-
lished for tax considerations and
other financial reasons. They can
dispose of their assets and can be
imminently wound up according
to laws regarding dissolution of
trusts by the settlor, the trustee or
the beneficiaries.

In contrast, the waqf is per-
ceived as a sacred trust and there
is no separation between its legal-
ity and morality. The waqf is pro-
tected by a whole raft of shariah
rulings which ensure its irrevoca-
bility, inalienability and perpetuity.

A family waqf would ultimately
devolve to a charitable waqf (waqf
khairi) after the fulfilment of the

object of its creation, such as the
passing of a certain number of
generations or the extinction of
the family line and hence the busi-
ness unit remains within the do-
main of the waqf.

A family waqf may also be set
up in the founder’s will (wassiyah)
which by its nature is a testamen-
tary trust that goes into effect only
after the death of the founder
(grantor). However, in such a case,
the waqf should not exceed one
third of the estate and should not
include beneficiaries who are heirs

under the Islamic inheritance
(faraidh) rules.

Thus, the waqf allows for
transfer of the business both while
the founder is alive or after his
death. Unlike wills, which can be
easily contested, a waqf is rarely
successfully challenged.

Most Muslim parents share the
same concerns and worries about
their children’s long-term financial
security and happiness. They hope
that the values upheld by the fam-
ily and the principles that they
cherish will be instilled and

handed down to future genera-
tions. Many of the parental con-
cerns and expectations arise from
the inheritance of wealth. The
waqf structure is a trusted mecha-
nism that combines family values
and wealth.

Investment performance is just
one of its functions. What ulti-
mately is more important is realis-
ing the founder’s wishes and
upholding the family legacy.
Dr Hisham Dafterdar, CPA,
PhD, is chairman of Awkaf
 Australia Ltd.

In awqaf we trust – management of family wealth - Part Two
Family trusts are often established for tax

 considerations and other financial reasons. They 

can dispose of their assets and can be imminently

wound up according to laws regarding dissolution of

trusts by the settlor, the trustee or the beneficiaries.

In contrast, the waqf is perceived as a sacred trust 

and there is no separation between its 

legality and morality.
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NURAIN TISAKER
RELATIONSHIPS are based on
underlying assumptions,
 including what is okay, what is
not okay, depending on the
 person.

Boundaries describe limits and
rules in relationships. Since
boundaries define who we are and
who we are not, what is ours and
what is not ours, it can be chal-
lenging for this to be apparent to
others and sometimes even to our-
selves.

Boundaries often indicate how
far we are willing to go within our
own level of comfort in a relation-
ship, and this needs to be clarified,
verbally and non-verbally.

All relationships have assump-
tions behind them, based on soci-
etal, cultural and religious values.
These assumptions are rarely dis-
cussed openly in everyday conver-
sation.

As a result, individuals may
have different assumptions about
certain relationships and the
boundaries that exist in those re-
lationships.

Often, boundaries are related to
trust. We are more likely to be le-
nient with our boundaries in rela-
tionships that are established than
with strangers or people who
hardly know us.

Physical boundaries help us de-
termine who we allow to touch us
and under what circumstances
they may do so. Physical bound-
aries include the clothes we wear,

who we allow onto our property
and into our spaces.

To set physical boundaries,
people may use non-verbal
queues, such as signs to indicate
‘no entry’ or ‘do not enter’. When
setting physical boundaries ver-
bally, people may directly say
things such as ‘no’ or ‘do not
touch’.

Mental and emotional bound-
aries give us the freedom to have
our own thoughts and opinions.
Emotional boundaries help us deal
with our own emotions and disen-
gage from harmful, manipulative
emotions of others who may take
advantage of us.

When setting emotional bound-
aries, it is helpful to have a good
sense of self-awareness as well as
distinguishing between what is
ours and what is not ours.

Self-awareness includes recog-
nising our own beliefs, values,
thoughts, feelings, wants, needs
and decisions. In identifying this,
we then have a choice as to how
or what we may communicate to
others so that we can establish or
set boundaries.

Spiritual and religious bound-
aries help us establish our own
personal experiences, values and
the relationship we may share
with the Almighty. Since this is a
personal experience, individuals
may feel uneasy sharing their inner
spiritual experiences with others
who do not share the same beliefs.

In contrast, others may try to
force their spiritual or religious be-
liefs onto others with disregard.
While awareness of self is essen-
tial, it is also important to have
awareness around others and the
fact that their spiritual and/ or re-
ligious views may differ.

Boundary problems
Individuals who struggle to say

‘no’ are often seen as being com-
pliant within relationships. They
may even struggle to say no to bad
things and often feel guilty and
controlled by others. Their weak
boundaries let everything in, re-
sulting in them feeling angry to-
wards others for ‘taking
advantage’ of them.

Some individuals struggle to
hear ‘yes’, to receive good from
others or even avoid accepting
compliments. Firm or rigid bound-
aries result in keeping out good
and bad. They cannot believe that
others do not want to harm them.

Tips for setting 
healthier boundaries

When setting boundaries, it is
helpful to establish what the
boundary problems are within a
relationship before beginning the
process.

We may need to ask questions,
such as who is the other person in-
volved? Why is it important for
me to set the boundary? What
message am I telling myself that
prevents me from setting the
boundary? Do I think setting the
boundary means I am being selfish
or disobedient? Will I be hurt or
will others be hurt? Does setting
the boundary mean I am angry?

When setting up boundaries,
one should use words, truth, time,
distance, people and conse-
quences.

Examples of words are: ‘No,’
‘Sorry, I cannot help you,’ and, ‘I
am not comfortable doing that.’

An example of using truth is: ‘I
feel … (annoyed) when you…
(take my books without asking). I
would prefer it if you…(asked be-
fore taking it).’

An example of using time is:
‘I’m busy right now. Give me five
minutes and I will get back to
you.’

An example of using distance
when setting a boundary is the
statement: ‘I won’t be able to come
to the party.’ You could physically
distance yourself or leave the
room. One could use people when
setting a boundary, for example: ‘I
am not going to discuss this unless
we have a counsellor with us.’

An example of using conse-
quences is when you say: ‘If you
don’t stop shouting at me, I am
going to put the phone down.’

There can be negative and pos-
itive consequences when persons
try to change or set boundaries.
Often, there will be resistance to
changing boundaries, making it
necessary to state the boundary
multiple times or to communicate
them via different methods.

It is essential that there is con-
sistency when establishing a
boundary with a person. Say what
you mean and mean what you say.

If you would like to read more,
look at Boundaries: When to say
yes, How to say No by Henry
Cloud and John Townsend. An-
other useful read is Boundaries
and Relationships: Knowing, pro-
tecting and enjoying the self by
Charles L Whitfield.
Nurain Tisaker [MA Clin Psych
(UCT)] is a clinical psychologist
in Lansdowne.

Setting and maintaining healthy boundaries in relationships

Health File

Nurain Tisaker. Photo SUPPLIED

SHAMSHUDIEN Ali (Shamshu
Bhai) Parker, 64, of Panorama
passed away peacefully in his
sleep, on Monday, February 11,
2019, at the N1 City Hospital
after a short battle with cancer.

Shamshu Bhai was born on
February 17, 1954, in Belgravia
Estate to Allie Ebrahim and
Shabira Parker.

Shamshu Bhai was a trustee of
the Parow Muslim Community
Trust (PMCT) and musallee of the
Panorama Masjid. He assisted the
Panorama and Cravenby masjids
with their masjid collections.

He was also a member of the
Kalusta Karjiker Educational Soci-
ety. He was a jovial and fun-loving
person with a good heart. No
work was beneath him and he
would happily help wherever he
could, no matter the task.

In life, if we are fortunate, we
come across individuals who help
others with no thought of return
or reward. Shamshu Bhai was
such a person. His time spent as-
sisting the mosques was, for him,
an opportunity to meet and greet
the Muslim families that lived in
the community.

He also became a welcoming
face for new members of the com-
munity. He made sure to gently
warn you that he would come to
collect for the masjid during Ra-
madaan.

This simple yet powerful act of
a masjid collector knocking on our
door makes us truly feel that we

are part of a community, and cre-
ates the desire to go to the masjid
and meet other people.

We are grateful to him and
those like him who perform this
important community building
function. More importantly, if you
ever needed to know which Mus-
lim family lived where or who was

new in the community, Shamshu
Bhai was the person to ask.

He was well-liked by all those
who knew him and many of us
were fortunate enough to be his
friends.

Shamshu Bhai was a business-
man from a humble background.
Like many of our elders, he, with
his darling wife Aysha, worked
hard for many years in their Ma-
troosfontein then Blue Downs
shops to create a life for them and
their four daughters.

He did not take kindly to retire-
ment and was always busy in his
transport business or other activi-
ties.

He learned to ride a bicycle at
the age of 62. He said to friends,
‘My grandchildren can ride, so I
have to try,’ and he did – an amaz-
ing achievement which we will al-
ways be proud of.

Shamsu Bhai is survived by his
wife, Aysha, his daughters,
Jamilla, Nazrana, Habiba and
Akila. He has eight grandchildren,
Amjad, Amar Shah, Sher Ali,
Ameena, Safiyyah, Ayyub, Aisha
and Abdul. He has three son-in-
laws, Afzal, Irshad and Shahid.

We, sadly, say goodbye to a
man who could never lie. With
Shamshu Bhai, what you saw was
what you got – a trait we should
all try to emulate.

May Allah bestow His infinite
mercy upon him, fill his qabr with
noor and grant him Jannatul Fir-
dous, Insha Allah. Ameen.

SHAMSHUDIEN ALI PARKER (FEBRUARY 17, 1954 – FEBRUARY 11, 2019)

He knew and helped
his community

SHABIER NHLEKO
THE MA Motala Islamic Centre,
in partnership with Gift of the
Givers, distributed 90 hygiene
packs, 50 walking sticks and
stacks of cleaning material in the
form of soap, Handy Andy and
dishwashing lubricants to
 Zibambeleni Old Age Home, in
 KwaDabeka, Ward 20, on
Wednesday, March 6, 2019.

The 86 senior citizens, all resi-
dents of the old age home, were
handed the nicely packed hygiene
packs and walking sticks. There
was jubilation written all over
their faces as caregivers lined them
up to receive their gifts.

‘We are very fortunate and
grateful at the same time to both
NGOs for thinking of our senior
citizens,’ remarked Sister Mfeka, a
senior staff nurse at the old age
home.

The visit and donation come
after a donation of two Jojo tanks
were donated to the home late last
year, which was mentioned by a
board member present during the
distribution. ‘They are fully
utilised to preserve water,’ said
Mrs Zuma.

Ward 20 Councillor, Mr Mba-
bos’ office representative was pres-
ent and acknowledged the gesture
shown by Gift of the Givers and
the MA Motala Islamic Centre.

SHAMSHUDIEN Ali (Shamshu Bhai)
Parker. Photo SUPPLIED

NGOs assist senior citizens

Senior citizens posing with their newly donated walking sticks. Photo SUPPLIED
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PROVIDING AFFORDABLE QUALITY HEALTHCARE.www.melomed.co.za

Melomed Gatesville Hospital is an accredited facility for teaching and training in internal medicine by the Stellenbosch 
University Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences. Our Specialist Doctors below are external lecturers for Stellenbosch 
University Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences and they provide training to the medical students.
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SHAMEEMA ADAMS
THE Melomed Private Hospital
Group and Stellenbosch
 University, more specifically the
Faculty of Medicine and Health
Sciences, have successfully
 established a partnership for the
training of medical
 undergraduates.

The collaboration between the
respective parties started in 2017
and Melomed Gatesville Hospital
is now officially an accredited fa-
cility to provide such excellent

teaching and training.
Throughout the year, the four-

week rotation of the fourth-year
medical students consists of them
spending four weeks at Melomed
Gatesville, supervised and trained
by highly skilled and qualified
Melomed specialists.

The doctors of Melomed pro-
vide a transfer of rare clinical skills
and knowledge to these Stellen-
bosch University fourth-year stu-
dents by allowing the students to
accompany the specialist doctors
on ward rounds and assisting the

doctors with patients.
Dr Zaraina Solomons, special-

ist physician at Melomed
Gatesville Hospital and also the
co-ordinator for these students
states: ‘It’s important to us that the
students are able to receive safe
and effective clinical training at
our hospitals within the commu-
nity.

‘Melomed Gatesville Hospital
provides that opportunity to ex-
pose the students to a health sys-
tem that helps to improve patient
outcomes and reduce costs.

Part of our training with the
students include direct patient care
evaluations, monitoring patient re-
sponses and successful discharge.’

The training partnership be-
tween the respective parties has
been such a huge success that Stel-
lenbosch University has recognised
Melomed Gatesville as a centre of
excellence, which will prompt the
roll-out of this partnership to
other Melomed facilities, such as
Melomed Mitchells Plain,
Melomed Tokai and Melomed
Bellville.

Melomed management looks
forward to the day when registrars

(training specialists) are also
trained within the Melomed Hos-
pital Group.

On March 1, 2019, the chair-
man of Melomed, Ebrahim Bho-
rat, and Professor Rafique Moosa,
the executive head at the depart-
ment of medicine, signed the 2019
‘memorandum of agreement’ to
ensure the ongoing support and
collaboration.
For further information, please
contact the Melomed Group Mar-
keting Manager, Shameema Adams,
on 021 699 0950 or you can con-
tact her via email at
Shameema.adams@melomed.co.za

Melomed and Stellenbosch University establish training partnership

The Melomed Private Hospital Group and Stellenbosch University’s Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences have signed a
partnership for the training of undergraduate medical students. Pictured at the event are, standing, from left, Professor Elvis
Irusen, head of pulmonology, Dr N Mohamed (histology/ cytology pathologist), Suzette Olivier, student administrator at
 Stellenbosch University; Dr Zaraina Solomons, specialist; Dr Y Essack (chemical pathologist), Dr Abu Mowlana (specialist in
pulmonology), Dr Marli Conradie (head of endocrinology), Dr Henry Hendricks (Melomed Gatesville hospital manager),
 Professor Rafique Moosa (executive head, Department of Medicine, Stellenbosch University) and Ebrahim Bhorat (chairman,
Melomed). In front (from left) are fourth-year medical students Aaliya Gani, Athar Harnekar and Ayesha Korowlay.

Photo SUPPLIED

On March 1, the Melomed Private Hospital Group and Stellenbosch University’s
Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences signed a partnership for the training of
undergraduate medical students. Pictured, from left, are Melomed CEO Mr R Allie,
Melomed chairman Mr E Bhorat and Professor Rafique Moosa, of Stellenbosch
University’s Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences. Photo SUPPLIED
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MASNOENAH KAMALIE
INTERNATIONAL Peace
 College South Africa (Ipsa) held
its fourteenth annual graduation
ceremony on Friday, March 8,
2019, at The Centre for the Book
(COB) which is an outreach unit
of the National Library of South
Africa.

The venue provided an apt set-
ting, considering that the COB’s
mission is to promote a culture of
reading, writing and publishing in
local languages, and to provide
easy access to books for all, a mis-
sion supported and reflected by
Ipsa.

Of the 35 graduates honoured
on the evening, 24 received certifi-
cates for their successful comple-
tion of Ipsa’s one year Higher
Certificate in Islamic Studies
(HCIS), a programme that spe-
cialises in leadership development,
particularly aimed at young ma-
triculants before embarking on
further tertiary and/or work op-
portunities, and 11 students grad-
uated with Bachelor of Arts
Islamic Studies (BAIS).

The graduation event also fea-
tured ash-Shaheed Imam Abdullah
Haron being honoured with Ipsa’s
Lifetime Achievement Award,
which Ipsa annually bestows on a
deserving scholar, leader or active
member of the Cape Muslim com-
munity for his or her service in ed-
ucation, research and community
service.

The proceedings began with a
full academic procession led by
two Ipsa students, Uthmaan Ravat
and Fatimatuz Zahrah Adams, ac-
companied by a melodious rendi-
tion of qasidah rendered by the
Ipsa male nasheed group.

The academic procession con-
sisted of Shaikh Ighsaan Taliep,
the principal of Ipsa, alongside
Advocate AB Mohamed, chairper-
son of the Ipsa board, Professor
Muhammed Haron, the keynote
speaker for the event, and Shaikh
Irfaan Abrahams, MJC president,
with Ipsa academic staff follow-
ing.

The national anthem, the
recitation of the Holy Quran and
opening duah by Ipsa student
Hafidh Uzair Jattiem formed part
of the official opening ceremony
and also helped to set the tone for
the occasion.

Masnoenah Kamalie, a gradu-
ate of, and now lecturer and qual-
ity assurance officer at Ipsa served
as MC for the evening.

After warmly welcoming stu-
dents, family and friends, Ipsa

principal, Shaikh Taliep, delivered
his principal’s address. He ex-
pressed the institution’s pleasure
and delight in the graduates’
achievements.

He congratulated the gradu-
ates, and encouraged them and
those present to continue support-
ing Ipsa.

He also encouraged graduates
to use what they have learnt at
Ipsa, and add to the value of their
communities, that was congruent
with the message and encourage-
ment delivered by the Ipsa chair-
person of the board, Advocate AB
Mohamed.

Professor Muhammed Haron,
who represented the Imam Haron
Foundation in commeration of the
50th year of the martyrdom of
ash-Shaheed Imam Abdullah
Haron who was being honoured
with the annual Ipsa Lifetime
Achievement Award, was the
keynote speaker.

After thanking Ipsa for inviting
him, and congratualting the stu-
dents on their achievents, he pre-
sented the students with seven
aspects to imbibe in their lives as
Ipsa graduates.

The first aspect was that of
being ambasadors of Ipsa and
Islam. The second aspect he said
was inspired by something akin to
what is reflected in the final verses
of Surah Baqara that draws one’s
attention to the notion of
muhasaba, thus motivating them
toward adopting a self-critical ap-
proach.

Thirdly, he reminded them that
while adopting this self-critical ap-
proach, they should remember
that the ‘test’ will not so much be
in what they know but rather in
the way they use the accumulated
knowledge, their application of
the body of information, and the
results that will emerge as they put
that knowledge into practice or
action.

Constant tafakkur – remem-
brance and contemplation – was
listed as the fourth aspect they
should keep in mind, with chart-
ing a vision for themselves being
the fifth aspect.

Haron encouraged the gradu-
ates to ask themselves, among
other, where they wish to be in five
years, and which field they would
want to leave their footprints in in
the next 10 years.

With aspect six, he reminded
the students of the idea of being of
the select chosen ones who studied
at Ipsa, when he placed this op-
portunity within ‘qada wa qadr’
and termed it ‘making it happen’.

With his seventh and final
point, he directed students toward
further studies and excellence in
academic research. He encouraged
that they should assume a critical
posture when it comes to under-
taking or pursuing research.

The programme continued with
Ipsa BAIS graduate, Nishaat
Ebrahim, delivering a presentation
for the Lifetime Achievement
Award, which was awarded to
Professor Muhammed Haron’s fa-
ther, Imam Abdullah Haron.

The martyred anti-apartheid
activist, humanitarian and reli-
gious leader was posthumously
honoured with the Lifetime
Achievement Award for outstand-
ing commitment and service to the
upliftment of the community, de-
termination in the struggle for
democracy, nation-building, build-
ing democracy and human rights,
justice and peace as well as for the
resolution of conflict.

The official conferral of certifi-
cates was conducted by Dr Da-
wood Terblanche and Dr
Tawffeek Mohamed.

After certificates were con-
ferred, Muttaqqeen Momath de-
livered a speech on behalf of the
HCIS class, while Waseema Abdu-
raouf delivered the graduates’ ad-
dress on behalf of the BAIS
students.

Waseema Abduraouf was also
the recipient of the Ipsa Principal’s
Award that is bestowed on a stu-
dent for academic excellence, col-
lege representation and in
appreciation of outstanding and
selfless support to the college and
student body.

In 2018, Abduraouf repre-
sented Ipsa in Nepal at the Con-
tending Modernities Madrassa
Discourses Workshop, presented
by Professor Ebrahim Moosa and
Professor Mahan Mirza, and on
14 March, together with fellow
students Noorun Nisaa Abra-
hams, Hafidh Muhammad Lub-
wama, Hafidh Tauha Adjiet,
departed for Qatar where they
participated in the 5th Annual
Universities Arabic Debate Com-
petition that is hosted by the
Qatar Foundation for Education,
Science and Community Develop-
ment.

The evening’s proceedings were
interspersed with various qasidah
performances.

The graduation ceremony was
concluded with a vote of thanks
and recitation of salawat by the
HOD Islamic Studies, Shaikh
Fakhruddin Owaisi, and Ipsa stu-
dents.

Ipsa graduation 2019 honours Imam Haron

Professor Muhammed Haron (second from left) accepting the Ipsa Lifetime Achievement Award which was presented
posthumously to his father, ash-Shaheed Imam Abdullah Haron. Handing over the award is Shaikh Irfaan Abrahams,
 president of the Muslim Judicial Council, and they are flanked by Advocate Abubakr Mohamed (left), a board member of
Ipsa, and Shaikh Ighsaan Taliep (right), the principal of Ipsa. Photo SHARAFAT JAFFER

Women and the mosque: a case
study for the maqasid approach

MASNOENAH KAMALIE
INTERNATIONAL Peace College South Africa (Ipsa) hosted its
annual Alumni and Ulama Intensive Training (AUITP) Workshop
on the theme ‘Women and the mosque: a case for the maqasid
 approach’ and was presented by international scholar and
 specialist in Maqasid Studies, Professor Jasser Auda.

The event was held at the college campus on Sunday, February
17, and was well attended by members of the ulama, Ipsa alumni
and general public.

Ipsa principal, Shaikh Ighsaan Taliep, noted that the motivation
behind hosting the AUITP workshops is to provide a platform and
give an opportunity for Ipsa alumni and local ulama, generally, to
further develop their skill sets.

These annual workshops are intended to facilitate a space for
scholarly discussions on contemporary matters facing our commu-
nity.

He elaborated on the theme of this year’s workshop and the need
to address misconceptions relating to the role and function of female
leadership in Islam.

He also highlighted that while for the Cape Muslim community,
women’s access to and presence in the mosque space is generally not
an issue, for too many other women, especially in the other
provinces of South Africa, including elsewhere globally, many
women do not necessarily share in this faith space and communal
experience.

Drawing on Auda’s recently published book Reclaiming the
mosque: the role of women in Islam’s house of worship as a point
of discussion, the workshop addressed many pertinent and often
misunderstood issues.

The book provides a comprehensive overview of major issues re-
lated to Muslim women and their relationship with places of wor-
ship in Islam, and critically interrogates issues such as what it means
to call something ‘Islamic’.

Importantly, it also explores related issues concerning women in
Islam, such as child marriage and women’s leadership generally.

The book is divided into 20 short chapters and each chapter tack-
les issues such as the basis on which some Muslims prevent women
from entering mosques, whether women can lecture men in the
mosque and whether women’s leadership is forbidden by hadith.

The workshop was structured around the book’s chapters and
comprised a comprehensive discussion on Auda’s approach in seek-
ing to answer the questions posed in each chapter.

He described his approach as being very traditional with a con-
temporary relevance, and the workshop focused on his methodolog-
ical strategies of utilising the Quran to present an exegesis of the
Quran or the Hadith to present an explanation of the Quran and
other hadith.

Some of the key issues discussed included unpacking questions
such as ‘What does the Quran say about women and the mosque’
and ‘What does the Sunnah say about women and the mosque’ and
mapping out the interpretive methodologies used to arrive at the
conclusions made in the book, such as stating that it is permissible
according to the Quran and Sunnah for women to attend the
mosque.

Another issue explored was some of the reasons why Muslims
might prevent women from going to the mosque. The discussion fo-
cused on counter and conflicting narrations of Companions regard-
ing women and mosques.

Auda argued that these countering ahadith provide the basis for
disagreements about women’s access to the mosques.

One of these narrations is attributed to the wife of the Prophet
(SAW), Sayyida Aisha (RA), who said, ‘If the Messenger of Allah
(SAW) had seen the unlawful innovations that women have intro-
duced, he would have definitely prevented them from going to the
mosque, as the women of the Children of Israel were prevented from
their temples.’

The other narration is attributed to Umm Humaid (RA), a Com-
panion of the Prophet (SAW), who reported that the Prophet (SAW)
told her: ‘Your prayer in your house is better for you than your
prayer in the congregation.’

So, her nephew narrates, Umm Humaid ordered that a prayer
place be prepared for her in the furthest and darkest part of her
house, and she used to pray there until she died.

In presenting his arguments and methodologies, Auda concluded
that there are clear and authoritative examples in support of women
attending the mosques, he averred that taking the aforementioned
narrations as a general rule, and forgetting their context is an ex-
treme interpretation that no sound scholar should approve.

He also argued that in today’s context, restrictions and obstacles
hindering women’s presence in the mosque should be removed, not
the other way around.

An important point he raised was to be cautious of some of the
ways that certain historical female personalities, such as Sayyida
Aisha, have been infantilised which serves to obscure their political
role within the Muslim imaginary.

He concluded that women should be encouraged to attend the
mosque, not only as her right but also for its many positive social
and spiritual purposes, including remembering Allah, acquiring
knowledge, meeting other Muslim women who frequent the
mosque, thus fortifying a sense of sisterhood, and participating in
public activities in a way that benefits her, her religion, her family
and her community.
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MASNOENAH KAMALIE
ON February 16, 2019,
 International Peace College South
Africa (Ipsa), in partnership with
Awqaf SA, hosted its second
 annual colloquium, a panel
 discussion focusing on the role of
civil society in relation to
 government.

Ipsa board member and Educa-
tion Committee head, Professor
Ebrahim Arnold, opened the pro-
gramme with a recitation and
translation of the Quran and a
prayer.

In his welcoming message, Ipsa
principal, Shaikh M Ighsaan Tal-
iep, outlined the thinking that in-
formed the theme and topics for
this year’s colloquium. He mapped
out the aims of the forum by iter-
ating the importance of Muslim
social awareness and their civil re-
sponsibilities towards ensuring a
more just society.

He added that Ipsa’s annual
colloquia are aimed at facilitating
a space for critical and robust dia-
logue among various role players
on many varied and key issues that
affect the South African Muslim
community. These events are in-
tended to provide a platform for
stimulating important conversa-
tions that include leading academ-
ics, scholars and activists within
the broader Muslim community.

This year’s panellists included
Professor Jasser Auda (Ipsa and
Maqasid Institute, UK); Professor
Nuraan Davids (Stellenbosch Uni-
versity); Doctor Quraysha Ismail
Sooliman (University of Pretoria)
and Professor Aslam Fataar (Stel-
lenbosch University).

Professor Auda’s presentation,
entitled ‘Awqaf, endowments for
empowering civil society: an Is-
lamic perspective’, argued that
contemporary Muslims living in
minority contexts have tended to
separate Islam from the develop-
ment of key organisational struc-
tures and from creating an
engaged civil society and govern-
ment, and have therefore limited
its scope to a spiritual and moral
ethical movement only.

Noting that such an attitude is
not consistent with Islamic aims,
he emphasised that because Islam
is a way of life, its social impact is
intended for all humanity.

He therefore noted that more
attentive consideration should be
given to developing civil society

and its organisations.
One of the key features for en-

abling this broader social vision
and perhaps also one of the main
reasons for its current lack is the
issue of inadequate funding.

Presenting awqaf as an impor-
tant mechanism for building and
developing civil society, he out-
lined some traditionally authentic
models of awqaf as examples of
how this could work in contempo-
rary minority contexts.

Doctor Quraysha Ismail Sooli-
man focused on ‘Civil society and
the state: ethics, concepts and
power: a decolonial perspective’.

She motivated that Muslims
find guidance for action and
speech within their tradition,
which is founded in Quran and

Sunnah.
However, by separating it from

a civil existence, coupled with
being South Africans who have a
historical context of what civil
means, which conjures the image
of the white saviour and the black/
Muslim barbarian, she argued that
we have lost sight of our civil re-
sponsibilities.

Unpacking some of the objec-
tives of the shariah – the ethical
code of Islam – she highlighted a
range of examples that included
Muslims’ inaction on environmen-
tal and animal rights causes to
ulama and Muslims’ generally
questionable responses to the
FeesMustFall campaign, to help
draw attention to some of the
ways that Muslims have become
oblivious or are either absent from
or inconsiderate towards the
plights of the broader community,
and the complexities and chal-
lenges of living as a Muslim mi-
nority in a plural society.

In her presentation entitled
‘Muslim education in democratic
South Africa: convergence or di-
vergence of religion and citizen-
ship?’ Professor Nuraan Davids
interrogated the impact of Muslim
schools in relation to fostering a
cohesive national identity and
shared civil responsibility.

Her talk focused on answering
the question, ‘How might the
prevalence of faith-based schools
enhance South Africa’s democratic
project?’

Professor Aslam Fataar, in his
presentation titled ‘Can the exam-
ple of Imam Abdullah Haron in-
form Muslim civic engagement in
South Africa?’ drew inspiration

and lessons from the life, leader-
ship style and example of political
engagement of the martyred Imam
Abdullah Haron.

Using this as a backdrop for
mapping out what civil engage-
ment for a Muslim citizen entails,
the notion of a committed com-
munity leader, humanitarian, so-
cial justice activist, living in
minority Muslim society was ex-
emplified through Imam Haron’s
life’s works.

Using the metaphor of ‘the im-
possible as a possibility’, Fataar
suggested that Imam Abdullah
Haron, through his faith-inspired
praxis during the 1950s and
1960s, should be at the centre of
our ethical commitments as Mus-
lim citizens.

He further argued that it is nec-
essary for Muslims to know their
history, especially that of key fig-
ures such as Imam Haron, to learn
critical lessons such as when and
under what circumstances greater
ethical clarity and purpose
trumped narrower religious iden-
tity operations and commitments
in the community.

The colloquium raised many
robust points for further discus-
sion and debate, such as the rela-
tionship between civil society and
government from an Islamic per-
spective, issues related to revolu-
tionary thought, student
movements, violence, social jus-
tice, Islamic education, the role of
awqaf in supporting Muslim so-
cial change movements, particu-
larly amongst indigenous African
Muslims, and breaking the cycles
of monopoly and tyranny around
the world were also highlighted.

IPSA colloquium discusses role of civil society in relation to government

Guests and presenters at the second Ipsa colloquium held on February 16 (left to
right): Shaikh Shahid Esau, Democratic Alliance MP; Sidi Abdulqadir Mandla
Nkosi, leader of the Tshwane Muslim Shura Council; Associate Professor Nuraan
Davids, Stellenbosch University; Dr Quraysha Ismail Sooliman, lecturer at
 Pretoria University; Professor Ebrahim Arnold, head of the Education Committee
at Ipsa; Shaikh Ighsaan Taliep, Ipsa principal; Professor Jasser Auda, lecturer in
Maqasid Studies at Ipsa; Ebrahim Rasool, ANC election campaign head in the
Western Cape; and Professor Aslam Fataar, Distinguished Professor at
 Stellenbosch University. Photo IPS
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MAHMOOD SANGLAY
IT sounds incredible but ulama initially
opposed the  establishment of a national
 organisation dedicated to the  collection
and distribution of  zakaah in South Africa.

Great initiatives do not succeed before
they overcome extraordinary challenges. It
was 1974, in the heyday of apartheid, and
the times were extraordinary. The idea of a
national zakaah fund was proposed in the
days that apartheid brooked least resistance
– the 1970s.

The idea was conceived as a social wel-
fare intervention in an oppressed, dispos-
sessed and disenfranchised majority.

Dr Shawkat Alli Thokan was among
these visionary men who understood that
poverty in an unjust political environment
required a macro-level approach but with
impact at local community level.

The ulama at the time, in what was then
known as the Transvaal, were generally
apolitical, nor were they inclined to develop
a national strategy to address poverty.

So, when the idea was proposed to them
by members of the Muslim Youth Move-
ment of the day, they opposed it. Perhaps
the novelty of the idea was a tad too profane
for a puritan mindset averse to innovation.
They said that it could not be done.

Perhaps the ulama then were also a little
insecure about the management of logistics
around obeisance to this pillar of Islam by
a group not entirely accountable to and
under the auspices of the clergy.

Whatever the reasons, in 1974, the South
African National Zakah Fund (Sanzaf) was
registered and at the fourth Muslim Youth
Movement Convention, in April 1974, Dr
Thokan was unanimously appointed its first
national director.

This offered Muslims the organisational
structure to respond to the social welfare
needs of people under apartheid rule, in-

cluding limited access to resources, poor
working conditions and social problems
caused by political and economic disem-
powerment.

Sanzaf’s reach at the time extended to
Natal but, in 1975, the Zakah Fund Cape
was established. In 1977, at a formalisation
conference, the three main national regions
merged to form a national organisation.

The head office of Sanzaf was then at the

Cape with Shaikh Faaik Gamieldien as na-
tional chairperson and Abdurazaaq Razaaq
as national co-ordinator.

In subsequent years, the Eastern and
Northern Cape regions emerged. Today,
there are 29 Sanzaf offices in five provinces
employing 114 people.

A powerful measure of the growth of the
organisation over the 45 years is its income
of zakaah, Lillah and sadaqah.

In 1974, the income was a princely sum
of R13 000. The income in 2018 was R130
million.

In the last six years, Sanzaf has doubled
its income and distribution. Nevertheless,
the last two years have been particularly
challenging for the South African economy,
and its impact was generally felt by all sec-
tors, including the philanthropy sector.

Nevertheless, Sanzaf’s distribution for
2018 offered hope with an increase in dis-
tribution from 81 per cent to 90 per cent.
Effectively, the impact on assistance received
by the needy from Sanzaf has increased by
10 per cent from the year prior.

Consequently, their surplus decreased
from R13 million to R2,7 million, again re-
flecting the corresponding impact of higher
distribution. This impact is further under-
scored by the number of needy assisted in
the 2017/18 financial year: 1 193 392 pri-
mary and 234 400 secondary beneficiaries.

Shauket Fakie, chairperson of Sanzaf
from 2015 to 2019, spoke to Muslim Views
about the 45-year-old legacy of Sanzaf.

He said that the organisation has won
the hearts and minds of its donor commu-
nity who value its professional modus
operandi and commitment to accountable
and transparent principles of governance.

In addition, Saznaf’s Vision 2020 com-

mitment is to develop ways of adopting an
integrated approach to employing Islamic
institutions like zakaah, awqaf and qard
hasan with a view to becoming financially
self-sufficient.

An important aspect of the growth of the
organisation is the way it has embraced in-
novations in information and communica-
tions technologies for digital marketing,
crowdfunding, communications and inter-
nal systems.

The zakaah calculator CD, the MyZa-
kahZA app and a presence on a variety of
social media platforms are examples.

Ultimately, these contribute significantly
to efficiencies in realising its mission of
transforming the lives of the poor and
needy.

The Sanzaf model is also respected inter-
nationally and has generated interest from
other organisations, like the World Zakah
Forum. Over the past few years, Sanzaf has
increasingly been invited to international
conferences and meetings to share its ex-
pertise and intellectual capital.

Sanzaf also hosted a number of interna-
tional zakaah seminars and conferences.

Fakie says that the organisation looks
back after 45 years with gratitude for its
many milestones and looks forward with
hope.

Among these milestones are the acquisi-
tion of at least four properties, nationally,
for offices in order to enhance service deliv-
ery, the publication in 1984 of the Sanzaf Is-
lamic/ Gregorian diary and partnerships and
collaboration with international institu-
tions, like the Islamic Development Bank.

Perhaps more significantly, the milestone
of the past decade was transformation in the
interests of gender diversity. Women now
occupy many positions of influence and
power, including that of chairperson and
CEO. That certainly spells hope at 45 years
of service.

Looking back with gratitude, forward with hope
Shauket Fakie served as national chairperson of
Sanzaf from 2015 till 2019. He spoke to Muslim
Views about Sanzaf’s 45th anniversary.

Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS
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FOLLOWING a spate of
 incidents involving imams,
trustees and musallis in Cape
Town, Durban and
 Johannesburg, I thought it
 opportune to capture the
 discourses in the Muslim
 community on social media and
during social events regarding
these issues.

The ultimate question is
whether mosques are ‘musalli
friendly’. There are numerous
questions relating to trustees, such
as: who are eligible? Should
trustees alone determine what ac-
tivities take place at the masjid?
Should they censor the imam’s
talks? Should they be elected or
appointed?

Other questions include, should
trustees who no longer reside in
the area and do not attend the
mosque regularly be allowed to
continue as trustees? And, should
there be criteria that would ‘dis-
qualify’ trustees who are not fit to

serve? Trustees, generally, allow
only the activities of those whom
they support or approve of. They
deny activities that do not comply
with their understanding of what
is legitimate and permissible.

Most trustees have provided
valuable services at no cost, often
using their own resources to at-
tend meetings and spending time
away from families.

However, many no longer re-
side in the area and hardly attend
the masjid but continue to serve as
trustees. While this may ensure
continuity and stability, it prevents
resident, regular musallis from
serving.

The following questions have
been raised about imams:

Do imams take instructions
from trustees regarding the con-
tents of their talks? Do imams
speak on contemporary issues,
and take into consideration their
audience when preparing their
talks?

Do imams show preference for
certain groups over others? And,
do imams decide what activities
should take place at the masjid?

There is a perception that most
imams are either obliged or willing
to follow the trustees’ orders in re-
lation to their lectures because of
dependency. Thus, imams avoid

discussing subjects that trustees do
not agree with or might embarrass
them in some way. There have
been cases of imams losing their
jobs for disagreement with
trustees.

Most imams, like trustees,
show a preference for one group
or another with the result that
most mosques are identified with
the group that the imam belongs
to or supports.

In most cases, though, imams
do not discuss theological differ-
ences or condemn other groups.
They focus on moral issues or
events from the seerah or khilafat
or incidents from the lives of the
Sahabah. However, there are in-
creasing demands for imams to
focus on contemporary issues. The
fact that they do not is one of the
reasons why many Muslim youth
show little interest in the imams’
discourses.

Many mosques are not ‘child
friendly’. Children are sent to the
back during salaah, expelled from
the masjid for being ‘too noisy’
and, in some cases, even prevented
from attending the masjid.

In most cases, in the northern
provinces, women are prevented
from attending prayers and other
events at mosques. Even where
they are admitted, they are, gener-

ally, given a confined space in an
unfriendly environment, out of
sight, where they may have diffi-
culty following the imam in the
salaah or hearing the speaker.

Consultation with the musallis
either by the imam or trustees in
matters relating to the affairs of
the masjid is rare; their input, in
general, is zero. 

Yet, there are among them indi-
viduals with diverse expertise,
skills and talents who could pro-
vide valuable suggestions and ad-
vice.

The following questions are
often raised with respect to the
role of the masjid: Is a masjid
merely a place of worship? Why is
there a sudden proliferation of
mosques? And, is the huge cost of
building mosques justifiable?

Various reasons have been ad-
vanced for the proliferation of
mosques. Building mosques in
areas where none exist or to ac-
commodate a huge influx of
musallis is understandable.

However, the concern is that
families or groups have begun to
treat certain mosques as their pri-
vate fiefdoms, as bases for their
activities. Some argue that the
huge amounts of money spent on
a masjid could be better spent on
building several, less costly
mosques, especially in areas where
no masjid exists or, if there is one,
it is not easily accessible to the ma-
jority of people who do not have
their own transport.

The alternative suggestion is
that some of the money be spent
on the construction of the masjid
proper, but the rest on facilities
such as a resource centre, games
room and an office for the imam.

There is an increasing demand
for mosques to become centres of
communal life and more ‘musalli
friendly’. Among the suggestions
are to allow activities which are
‘shariah compliant’; let the masjid
become a forum for community
service; create a ‘sister friendly’ en-
vironment where women do not
feel marginalised. It has been sug-
gested that imams be encouraged
to focus on positive news and cre-
ate optimism in the hearts of the
musallis. Imams should negotiate
with youth regarding topics they
consider relevant for pre-khutbah
talks and even provide halaal en-
tertainment for the youth.

Mosques could have regular
‘open house’ sessions where young
people can participate in discus-
sions on contemporary challenges;
offer counselling services involving
the imam and/ or social workers;
organise interfaith meetings; and
make the masjid ‘text friendly’ for
updating musallis of events.

Some of these suggestions have
been made to trustees or funders
of mosques over a long period but
nothing has come of it. Some
mosques in the UK and US have
implemented some of the meas-
ures mentioned. When will we do
so?

Discussions with Dangor
How do we get our mosques to be ‘musalli friendly’?

‘Do imams speak on contemporary issues’ is one of the
 questions EMERITUS PROFESSOR SULEMAN DANGOR
 identifies as of great importance in the Muslim community.

AMINA WAGGIE
AZ BERMAN High School, in
Mitchells Plain, launched the
school’s Muslim Student
 Association (MSA) on Thursday,
February 28, 2019, in the
 Muslim prayer room that was
 recently established in an unused
classroom at the school.

The high school is situated in
Tafelsig, a very poor area that is
plagued by crime and gangsterism.
The youth face major challenges
such as drug abuse, teenage preg-
nancy, anti-social behaviour and
the breakdown of families caused
mostly by unemployment, alcohol
and drug abuse.

These all play a role in how the
youth develop, and have a nega-
tive impact on their psychological,
emotional and spiritual well-being.
The youth see school as an escape
from their lives at home and the
challenges they face in the area.

The role of the educators at the
school is to enrich the children’s
lives by educating them so that
they can better themselves and up-
lift their community.

Due to the large Muslim pres-
ence in Tafelsig and the need for
Islamic awareness and youth pro-
grammes, a few of the Muslim
teachers at AZ Berman decided to
take the initiative and start an
MSA for the students, Muslim and
non-Muslim alike, to develop a
positive Islamic and united iden-
tity.

‘As a Muslim, I feel that it is
our duty to look out for one an-
other and to create unity amongst
each other, especially amongst the
youth. We are situated in a danger-
ous area, where the youth face
challenges daily, and through the
MSA, we hope to help these chil-
dren get through those trials by
using the teachings of the Holy

Quran and the Prophet Muham-
mad (peace be upon him) as our
guide,’ said Adnaan Samodien,
Mathematics and Life Orientation
teacher at the school.

The AZ Berman High School
MSA will be focusing on providing
holistic support by offering addi-
tional academic assistance and so-
cial skills as well as, to an extent,
seeing to the learners’ emotional
and psychological needs.

The MSA intends to approach
some organisations who have the

skills and necessary resources,
such as social workers and psy-
chologists, to give advice to the ed-
ucators and help the learners.

‘We are fortunate enough to
have a principal who is very ac-
commodating and pro-youth de-
velopment so when we
approached him with the initiative
of an MSA in Tafelsig, he was very
excited because he knows that it’s
not only about involving the Mus-
lim students but it’s about uniting
the school as a whole,’ said Samo-

dien.
Currently, the AZ Berman High

School MSA is planning a hike to
Kirstenbosch Gardens for the
learners of their school. Once they
have completed the hike, they will
be treated to some refreshments
followed by a short dhikr.

The group intends to emphasise
the idea that one can have fun in
an appropriate manner, where
learners are properly attired and
their behaviour is that becoming
of a Muslim.

There have also been a few hol-
iday programmes, such as Islamic
short courses, career days, Islamic
expos and so on, where Madrasah
Tul Madina Haafith Institute has
offered to involve the AZ Berman
MSA during the school holidays.

The MSA has also started plan-
ning Ramadaan programmes for
the students, such as mass iftaars
(breaking fast), visiting orphan-
ages and old age homes, and as-
sisting the less fortunate in the
community.

The MSA involves learners
from grade 8 to grade 12, how-
ever, when the students reach
grade 12, the educators emphasise
that the students’ focus should be
on their academic programme,
and the teachers aim to assist the
students by giving them extra les-
sons, tuition and any other re-
sources they are able to find that
can assist in developing the learn-
ers academically.

The MSA was fortunate enough
to receive some donations towards
their newly established organisa-
tion, such as prayer mats, Qurans,
pamphlets about Islam and
Quranic calligraphy.

The group also needs surahs for
beginners and assistance with Ara-
bic reading, especially in terms of
pronunciation for the learners.

During the second school term
of 2019, the MSA intends to hold
madrasah classes, twice a week, in
the prayer room, which will only
be for the learners of the school.

The AZ Berman High School
MSA has been well received by fel-
low educators, the learners and
parents.

All the Muslim educators who
have joined in, intend to continue
to work together and extremely
hard to ensure that the MSA leads
to the success of the learners and
the community.

High school in Tafelsig establishes Muslim Student Association

The educators together with the students of AZ Berman High School pictured at the MSA launch that took place, on February
28, in the newly established Muslim prayer room at the school. In the back row, from left to right, are Ms Najmah Japtha,
Latiefa Erasmus, Chernica Williams, Jaydah Titus, Najeeda Vlitman, Aakifah Adams, Shaiekah Carelse, Mr Adnaan
 Samodien, Mr Samaoen Osman, Hlomela Soboti, Mandla Mara, Oyama Harmans and Ms Raeesa Allie. In the front row are
Salmah Davids, Malieka Fredericks, Bilqees Domingo, Nabeelah Mosaval, Cassiem Mia, Zameen Coetzee and Moegamat
Heneke. Photo SUPPLIED
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SHANAAZ EBRAHIM-GIRE
FRIDAY, March 15 marked eight
years of an unrelenting crisis in
Syria. Fresh violence and growing
aid shortages have prompted a
new wave of displacements in
Idlib, where some three million
Syrians face an especially bleak
and uncertain future.

In the weeks leading up to the
anniversary, a new string of at-
tacks was reported, including
strikes on medical facilities such as
hospitals, a paediatric centre, a
blood bank and an ambulance
garage.

A medical centre supported by
Islamic Relief was among those af-
fected, with windows blown in
and rubble sprayed across hospital
beds.

‘These unconscionable attacks
were the worst we have seen in
Idlib for months, affecting already
beleaguered hospitals and health
centres, and show us that we can-
not ignore the people of Idlib.

‘They also destroyed a public
bakery, which is providing desper-
ately needed food, keeping strug-
gling families alive,’ said Islamic
Relief Worldwide CEO Naser
Haghamed.

In February, 40 000 civilians
were forced to uproot once again
in north-west Syria, often in freez-
ing cold and rain.

Dwindling aid supplies and re-
strictions on humanitarian access

are fanning the misery with wide-
spread shortages of food, shelter
and medicine all hitting residents
hard and promoting mass dis-
placement as people move from
village to village in search of safety
and supplies.

Um Kasem, a widow with five
children who has been repeatedly
displaced inside Idlib, said that on-
going displacement and a lack of
medical care were her biggest con-
cerns, and that she has no access
to a doctor.

‘We have been displaced seven

times because of the war. When-
ever we move somewhere, war ar-
rives. We then kept moving
between small villages; there were
so many that I forgot their names.
Sometimes, we were in an area for
a month and we would have to
move. We got very tired.’

Desperate situation 
putting children at risk

As incomes and living stan-
dards have collapsed, staff on the
ground in Idlib have reported
widespread use of child labour.

Other coping mechanisms like
early marriage, and even child re-
cruitment, are also being seen as
families struggle to earn enough to
feed themselves.

In one camp designated for dis-
placed widows, Hadeel, a 12-year-
old girl, said that some girls there
had already been married off by
their mothers because they were
struggling to support them due to
rising poverty rates and poor liv-
ing conditions.

Children are also being put at
risk of violence as they are forced
to walk kilometres to go to school
as local schools have been de-
stroyed or closed down due to
teacher shortages.

Haghamed said that the dan-
gers children are facing every day
is completely unacceptable.

‘They do not feel safe in their
homes or tents or on their way to
school.

‘These children fear that if they
do not fall victim to bombs or bul-
lets, they could end up forced into
often dangerous types of child
labour just to make ends meet.’

He appealed to the interna-
tional community to find a lasting
solution to restore the hope and
dignity of the Syrian people.

‘Islamic Relief is calling for im-
mediate humanitarian support to
revive the economy and essential
services so that people no longer
have to go hungry, so that they can
access basic health services and so

that children no longer go to sleep
terrified of whether they will wake
up or not. Eight years of this is far
too much…’

Islamic Relief saving lives
Islamic Relief has been actively

working in Syria since 2011 and
remains one of the few interna-
tional agencies still operating on
the ground. We are providing
food, education, health care, shel-
ter and water and sanitation serv-
ices, and also assist Syrian refugees
in Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq,
where millions have fled due to the
violence.

To support Islamic Relief’s ef-
forts in Syria, donate online at
www.islamic-relief.org.za. Bank
deposits can be made to Islamic
Relief SA, Standard Bank, Ac-
count number 005318459, Fords-
burg branch, Branch code
005205, Reference: Syria & con-
tact number.

For zakaah contributions, use
the following bank account de-
tails: Islamic Relief SA, First Na-
tional Bank, Account number
62161066933, Smith Street
Branch, Branch code 221426, Ref-
erence: Syria & contact number.
A detailed report is now available
on the eight years of war in Syria
and of Islamic Relief’s
 interventions on the ground.
Email info@islamic-relief.org.za
or call 0800 111 898 to request a
copy.

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -

Eight years of war: Syria crisis far from over

Mothers like Um Kasem (featured in article) and Fatema Al-Smmaq (pictured here)
are struggling to support their children as conditions in refugee camps  continue
to deteriorate. Both families are relying on the support of aid organisations like
Islamic Relief for food and water. They continue to pray for peace and the safety
of their children. Photo MAJDI SAMAAN, ISLAMIC RELIEF WORLDWIDE
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MASNOENA ALLIE ISAACS
THE Messenger of Allah said:
‘The best of men are the men of
Yemen, belief is Yemeni, and I am
Yemeni.’ (Ahmad)

The people of Yemen were di-
rectly blessed by the Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) but these
blessed people are currently suffer-
ing from ‘the worst man-made hu-
manitarian crisis of all time’. Four
years of civil war and regional
conflict have left millions of
Yemeni families in need of aid just
to survive.

Over eight million people in
Yemen are on the brink of starva-
tion. Half of all health facilities are
damaged or unable to function,
and millions of Yemenis have little
or no access to clean water.

Every ten minutes, a child
under five dies of preventable
causes. It is our duty to put a stop
to this tragedy.

With your help, Muslim Hands
has been distributing food parcels
to some of the worst affected areas
in Sana’a, Hadhramount, Ta’iz
and Aden, including essentials
such as rice, kidney beans and
cooking oil.

We are now implementing
long-term projects which include
providing school meals for chil-
dren as well as setting up fully-
equipped mobile health clinics in
rural areas.

We are also constructing wells
and rehabilitating existing ones to
provide hundreds of families with
safe water. The people of Yemen
are relying on your support to sur-
vive. Yemen can’t wait. Act now!

Described by the UN as ‘the
worst man-made humanitarian
crisis of our time’, the war in

Yemen has turned a poor country
into a humanitarian catastrophe.
Now, with over 8,4 million of the
country’s population on the brink
of starvation, a basic food parcel
could mean the difference between
life and death for a Yemeni family.

Just R1 200 is enough to pro-
vide up to seven people with

enough food to last them a whole
month, including essentials such as
rice, flour, kidney beans and cook-
ing oil.

Children are bearing the brunt
of the conflict. Every 10 minutes,
a child under five dies of prevent-
able causes, and nearly two mil-
lion Yemeni children are severely

malnourished. R2 800 can provide
a child in Yemen with nutritious
school meals every day for a whole
year.

As a result of the conflict, only
half of Yemen’s health facilities re-
main functional but the need for
medical care is higher than ever.

Cholera outbreaks are on the
rise, levels of malnutrition are sky-
high and 60 people a day are being
injured in the fighting. R560 can
cover the running of a fully
equipped mobile medical clinic
serving the most vulnerable and
isolated communities for a whole
day.

Already one of the most water-
scarce countries in the world, the
destruction of so much of the
country’s infrastructure has left a
massive 16 million people without
access to safe water and sanita-
tion. R9 300 can help rehabilitate
deep water wells, providing com-
munities with clean, safe water on
their doorsteps.

We understand that by donat-
ing to Muslim Hands you are
placing your trust in us. Donate
today and help save a community
in desperate need.

Contact Muslim Hands today
on 021 633 6413 or visit our of-
fice at 1 Carnie Road, Rylands or
on the Muslim Hands website:
www.muslimhands.org.za.

Muslim Hands – united for the
needy.

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -

Yemen is on the brink of famine

Muslim Hands’s distribution of relief aid in Yemen. Photo SUPPLIED

An annual khaatamal Quran programme was recently held by members of the Paarl Muslim community
at the Schoongezight Muslim Cemetery, on the slopes of the Paarl mountain in remembrance of those
buried there. The first burial took place in the mid-eighteenth century and the last in 1937. In 1988,
Kieyaam Abrahams (left) launched a clean-up project of the maqbara. A wall was also erected around
the maqbara with funds collected from concerned people. In 1994, the maqbara was declared a
 heritage site by the then Paarl Municipality now Drakenstein Municipality. About ten years ago, the
 former imam of the Paarl Muslim Jamaah (PMJ), Shaikh Nabil Moerat, suggested to Abrahams to start
an arwaagh at the maqbara to honour all those buried there. Abrahams then started the annual
 khatamul Quran programme, which takes place in February every year. Sitting at the maqbara are
Kieyaam Abrahams, Shaikh Zarier Moerat (imam of the PMJ), Shaikh Abdul Moutie Moerat (honorary
imam of the PMJ) and Hafidh Omar Cook. Photo ACHMAD PATEL

Day of remembrance
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SABEEHAH MAHOMED
‘AND of His signs are the
 creation of the heavens and the
earth and the diversity of your
languages and your colours.
 Indeed in that are signs for those
of knowledge.’ (Quran 30:22)

After travelling for three
months, the final two weeks of my
travels were spent in Cape Town.

Of all the cities I had previously
been to, nationally and interna-
tionally, Cape Town had many
Muslims.

I felt a sense of comfort that
things may be easier for me there.

One of the greatest advantages
of being a Muslim in South Africa
is our freedom to practise Islam.

For the most part, we have access
to halaal food and freedom to
dress in Islamic attire without fear
of ridicule.

We hear the adhaan in certain
areas, have many mosques and
prayer facilities in malls.

If one cannot find a designated
prayer room, many simply read
wherever they are without being
harmed or insulted.

On Friday afternoon, at exactly
2pm, I had a meeting at the Amer-
ican Corner, located within the
Cape Town CBD.

Using the MyCiti bus, I arrived
shortly after 1pm and walked to
the Central Library. 

Being a traveller, I had my
travel musallah in my handbag
and planned to pray at the office
before the meeting.

As I entered and greeted the re-
ceptionist, I noticed the board-
room was empty.

It was lunchtime and the place

was quiet.
After the formalities, I asked if

I could pray.
The lady was startled!
She immediately became tense

and she sounded agitated by my
question.

She looked at me with big eyes
and said, ‘We do not allow prayer
of any sort … not here!’

Now before you assume this
was a white, non-Muslim Ameri-
can, let me confirm it was not.

In fact, it was a local South
African.

Her reaction is what surprised
me the most.

It was not a simple ‘no’ but my
request to pray made her feel so
uncomfortable.

This was unexpected.
I had previously been allowed

to pray on different occasions at
the US Embassy in Gauteng, inside
the ambassador’s office in Wash-
ington DC and had been invited

for iftaar at the US consulate gen-
eral’s house.

I did not argue, though, and left
to find another area where I could
pray.

Friday afternoon in the CBD
during the lunch hour is busy, very
busy.

The library was buzzing inside
and out, and there was no masjid
within walking distance.

It was a hot day, the sun was
blazing, I had not yet eaten and
time was running out as I contin-
ued walking, without direction,
looking for the first quiet area,
corner or just about any place I
could pray but did not find one.

After walking and walking, I
noticed a supermarket named
Tawakal Shop.

Ah! Muslims. Alhamdulillah! 
I went inside and noticed a lady

behind the counter in hijab who
was not South African.

I asked her if I could please
pray Dhuhr in a corner of the shop
and pointed to an empty area next
to some boxes.

She looked at me, nodded and
said, ‘Come.’

As I followed her, she led me to
where the storeroom was. There,
laid out was a musallah in the cor-
ner and she said, ‘The place is
small but you can use it if you are
okay with it.’

At this point, this was a luxury

for me.
She left me to read my prayers

in peace and quiet, did not even
ask my name nor stand to watch
me since her stock was in the
room and I was a stranger.

When I was done, I went to
thank her and we began speaking
in-between serving customers.

Her name was Fatima and she
was from Somalia.

Ten years ago, she arrived in
South Africa after a very difficult
journey.

She had struggled and faced
many challenges as she worked
hard to open her own shop and,
today, still runs it by herself.

I was overcome with gratitude.
Allah had guided me to walk (un-
knowingly) in the direction of this
shop and I had received help from
my Somali Muslim sister.

A few weeks earlier, I had com-
pleted an in-depth research report
on the Somali community in May-
fair, Gauteng.

This stranger, this ‘foreigner’ as
we so often say, who appears to-
tally different to me, is a woman
of strength and kindness.

She is my Muslim sister from
another country and she helped
me.

‘Unexpected kindness is the
most powerful, least costly, and
most underrated agent of human
change.’ (B. Kerry)

Narratives for Thought

Looking for a place to pray
Introducing our new columnist: Sabeehah Mahomed holds a
postgraduate honours (BA) degree in Islamic Studies and BA
degree in Religious Studies. She is an entrepreneur and
 businesswoman since 2013, BoldLeaders (USA) fellow and
 former executive member of the Johannesburg Youth City
Council. She is a public speaker and serves on multiple
 organisations. In 2018, Sabeehah represented South Africa at
the International Youth Summit in Lahore and is the vice
 president of the  Sustainable Development Goals Youth Council.
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LET us try to unpack some of the
changes that came through from the
2019 budget speech; changes that
affect the average household.
The budget speech is the most an-

ticipated finance event of the year.
Many of us are left confused with all
the technical jargon and talks in the
billions and trillions.
For ordinary South Africans, the

outcome we typically care most
about is how the new budget is
going to affect our pockets.
Will we have to pay more in in-

come tax?
How much more will my fuel

cost?
Will my parents’ old age pension

increase?
While these are all valid con-

cerns, we have to look at the bigger
budget picture to understand where

we all fit in, and where we can con-
tribute to the success of this great
country.

No increase on tax brackets: In-
come brackets were left unchanged
and not adjusted for inflation for the
first time since 1990. This is not nec-
essarily a good thing, if you earn the
same as last year then you will not
be taxed more.
However, if you receive an infla-

tion-based increase, this is not good
news for you.
Because the tax brackets haven’t

moved in line with inflation, this
means that you will be taxed at a
higher rate, reducing your take-
home pay.

Increase in fuel levy: There was a
29c increase in the fuel levy for
petrol and 30c for diesel.
As consumers, we need to start

looking at ways to reduce our fuel
consumption. You can start by en-
suring that your car is properly serv-
iced, your tyres are maintained and
inflated correctly, and maybe con-
sider carpooling to work or making
use of public transport to cut back
on fuel costs.

Sin taxes on the rise: Sugar Tax
and excise duties on alcohol and to-
bacco were increased in this year’s
budget. This will hopefully encour-
age consumers to focus on living a
healthier lifestyle: Spirits – R4,54
per 750ml; cigarettes – R1,14 per
pack of 20; tobacco – R1,29 per
50g.

Increases for grants: Annual, in-
flation-based grants increases were

also announced. The government
has allocated R567 billion for social
grant payments. The increases for
2019 will be as follows:
l R80 increase for old age, disabil-
ity, war veterans and care de-
pendency grants.

l R40 increase for the foster care
grant, to R1 000 per month.

l The child support grant will in-
crease from R410 to R420 per
month in April and to R430 per
month in October.
A new ‘Help to Buy’ subsidy to

help first-time home buyers pur-
chase a home was also announced.
As a pilot, it gets R950 million over
three years. The details are yet to be
released.

Small business and job creation:
The government has allocated
R19,8 billion for industrial business
incentives of which R600 million
has gone to clothing and textile
competitiveness programmes. This
will help to support 35 000 existing
jobs and create around 25 000 new
jobs over the next three years.
The best news from the 2019

budget speech was that there wasn’t
any new bad news – which is a win
in our books. Happy new financial
year everyone!
Contact any one of Nexia SAB&T
branches nationally for assistance
in your tax affairs.
Please note that the above is for
 information purposes only and
does not constitute tax advice. As
each individual’s personal
 circumstances vary, we recommend
they seek advice on the matter.
Please note that while every effort
is made to ensure accuracy, Nexia
SAB&T does not accept
 responsibility for any inaccuracies
or errors contained herein. If you
are in doubt about any information
in this article or require any advice
on the topical matter, please do not
hesitate to contact any Nexia
SAB&T office nationally.

How does the 2019 budget affect us?
HASSEN KAJIE, CA (SA), a director of Nexia SAB&T, based
in the Cape Town office, and AYSHA OSMAN, CA (SA),
 National Technical Manager for Nexia SAB&T, in the
 Centurion office, give us a brief overview of the effects this
year’s budget speech will have on our pockets, and
 include some helpful tables about taxable income, rebates
and tax thresholds.

Hassen Kajie Aysha Osman

Focus on Finance
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DILSHAD PARKER
IT has been accepted for some
years now that Cape Town is one
of the leading cities in coffee
 culture in the world.
In fact, in 2015, Truth Coffee

Roasting, the popular steampunk
cafe in Buitenkant Street, Cape
Town, was recognised by UK news
agency, The Telegraph, as the best
coffee shop in the world. But a
coffee shop in Bonteheuwel?
This may be the last place you’d

expect to find a coffee shop – its
reputation of being rife with gang-
sterism and ridden with crime
would keep most outsiders away –
which is partly why Aneesah
Seale, a married mother of four
decided to realise her dream and
open a coffee shop right in the
heart of this troubled neighbour-
hood.
Having been born and raised

there, this is her way of giving
back and uplifting her community.
An ex-wage clerk in various

factories, Aneesah eventually be-
came a stay-at-home mom.
She started a cake business

from home called That Cake Lady,
which took off beyond her expec-
tations.
Barely a year later, in February

2019, she took the plunge and
opened That Coffee Shop in the
front courtyard of her house. The
space has been enclosed with a
canvas marquee and drapes are
hung to soften the effect.
Rustic wooden tables that were

made by her father are adorned
with a cheery, plastic floral centre-
piece. A vintage-looking sideboard

sports the cakes and treats of the
day, and the menu is written on a
large chalkboard against the wall.
I chatted to her about her inspi-

ration for the coffee shop. She ex-
plained that she grew up helping
her dad in the bakery that he man-
aged from when she was nine
years old. And her love for cook-
ing and baking took root then.
She is a self-taught cook who is

inspired by her mother’s home
food. Her practice is to keep
things simple and use really good
ingredients. She keeps up to date
with the latest food trends by
watching cooking shows like
Jamie Oliver’s.
Running a small business is not

always easy but she has found a

mentor in the ward councillor of
the area, Angus McKenzie. He
motivates and pushes her to al-
ways push her boundaries and do
better.
She has also found a lot of sup-

port in the people of the neigh-
bourhood who are just too glad to
have a nice place where they can
go have a cup of coffee and slice of
cake without having to travel to a
mall. Even tourists from out of
town who have seen articles about
her on news sites have visited,
wanting to experience an authen-
tic slice of the Cape Flats culture.
This is very much part of her vi-

sion as more tourism in the area

will bring more visible policing
which, in turn, will create a better
Bonteheuwel for everyone.
I’d already had two coffees that

morning but it was almost 12pm
and I decided a light lunch would
be in order. I had to forego her
popular Red Velvet cake and Car-
rot cake as well as the breakfast
items, which include a breakfast
quesidilla filled with scrambled
eggs and topped with cream
cheese, which looked good on an-
other patron’s table, and opted for
the recommended sticky dunked
chicken wings and chips.
Aneesah tells me she cooks

from the heart so the menu will
change on a daily basis.
The wings come in a luscious

pile served on a wooden board

with a sprinkling of chives and a
side of chips. These are proper,
home-made, chunky chips, not the
frozen, out of a bag kind you get
at many other places. The deep
fried wings are deliciously crunchy
under the sweet and hot sauce they
have been dunked in.
I found them a tad sweet but

the heat was spot on. These are
not an option if you don’t like hot
spicy wings. The serving was gen-
erous for R65.
Aneesah is mindful of where

she is located and keeps her prices
affordable for the community.
I ordered a juice to go with it

and was offered a guava juice – of
the type that I had as a kid grow-
ing up; not something you find on
many restaurant menus. I loved
how refreshing it was in the mid-
day heat.
There was only one other table

occupied by two ladies talking
business.
The neighbourhood was quiet.

And there was no music playing to
cut the stillness.
It was peaceful and serene,

which is the antithesis of what
you’d expect in Bonteheuwel.
That Coffee Shop is a beautiful

initiative by Aneesah; one that is
sure to give another dimension to
this notorious piece of the Cape
Flats.
This review is independent and
meals were paid for. Dilshad
Parker is owner and author of
www.hungryforhalaal.co.za

Get some coffee culture in Bonteheuwel

Rustic wooden tables and old school
kitchen chairs lend a comforting
 feeling of home at That Coffee Shop,
in Bonteheuwel.

Photo DILSHAD PARKER That Coffee Shop’s popular dunked
chicken wings are spicy and not for
the faint-hearted.

Photo DILSHAD PARKER

Aneesah Seale is giving back to her
community in Bonteheuwel by creat-
ing an oasis in the form of a coffee
shop, called That Coffee Shop.

Photo SUPPLIED
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IBRAHIM OKSAS 
and NAZEEMA AHMED

WHEN we utter, ‘There is no
ilah but Allah,’ we are affirming
with our tongues the unity of the
Divine and the True Worshipped
One.
In his contemporary Quranic

tafsir, Risale- i Nur, Bediuzzaman
invites us to look to the universe
and try to understand the true
meaning of the ceaseless activity
within it.
He indicates that there is a most

orderly activity that is apparent on
the face of the universe, especially
on the page of the earth. And we
observe on the earth a most wise
creativity. And we clearly see a sys-
tematic unfolding; that is, every-
thing is being expanded and
revealed and given an appropriate
shape and form.
Furthermore, we see a most

compassionate, generous and mer-
ciful benevolence and bountiful-
ness. Since this is so, it of necessity
proves, indeed it provokes aware-
ness of, the Necessary Existence
and Unity of an Active, Creative,
Opening, and Munificent Posses-
sor of Glory.
Indeed, the constant renewal of

beings demonstrate that those be-
ings are the manifestations of the
sacred names of an All-Powerful
Maker, and that they are works of

art produced by His actions and
impressions and pages inscribed
by the pen of divine determining
(qadr) and power; and that beings
are mirrors reflecting the beauty of
His perfection.
Just as the Owner of the uni-

verse proves this mighty truth of
tawhid with all the scriptures and
sacred books that He has revealed,
so have the people of truth and the
perfected members of the human
race proved the truth of tawhid
through their investigations and
discoveries.
That is to say, the scriptures

and books of the Pre-Eternal Wit-
ness, and the investigations and
unveilings of the people of wit-
nessing, and the orderly states and
wise and purposeful functions of
the manifest world are united in
their agreement on this degree of
the affirmation of tawhid.
Bediuzzaman states that those

people who do not accept the Sin-
gle One of Unity (Wahid-ul Ahad),
must therefore either accept innu-
merable gods or they must deny
both their own existence and that
of the universe.
In reflecting on the phrase Wah-

dahu (He is One) and when we
open our eyes, the first thing that
attracts our attention is the univer-
sal and perfect order that exists in
the universe.
We see that there is a compre-

hensive, sensitive equilibrium;
everything exists within a precise
order and a delicate balance and
measure.
When we look a little more

carefully, a continual ordering and
balancing strikes our eye. That is
to say, someone is changing the
order with regularity and renew-
ing the balance in a measured way.
When we study it even more

closely, a wisdom and justice ap-
pear behind the ordering and bal-
ancing. A purpose and benefit are
considered, a truth and a useful-
ness are followed in the motion of
everything, even the minutest par-
ticles.
When we study it with even

greater attention, what strikes the
gaze of our consciousness is the
demonstration of a power within
an extremely wise activity, and the
manifestation of a comprehensive
knowledge that encompasses all
things together with all their at-
tributes.
That is to say, the order and

balance in all beings show us
plainly a universal ordering and
balancing; and the ordering and
balancing show us a universal wis-
dom and justice. And the wisdom
and justice, in turn, show us a
power and knowledge. That is, it
is apparent that behind these veils
is One Powerful over all things
who has knowledge of all things.

Furthermore, when we look to
the beginning and end of every-
thing, we see, particularly in ani-
mate creatures, that their
beginnings, origins and roots are
such that it is as if their seeds con-
tain all the systems of those crea-
tures, each in the form of an
instruction sheet and a timetable.
Then their fruits and results are

such that the meanings of those
animate creatures are filtered and
concentrated in them; they leave
their life histories to them.
Then we look to the outer and

inner faces of those animate crea-
tures, the free disposal of an ut-
terly wise power and the
fashioning and ordering of an ut-
terly effective will are apparent.
That is, a strength and power cre-
ate a command and will clothed
with form.
Thus, when we study beings at-

tentively, we observe that their be-
ginnings are instruction sheets
prepared by One Possessing
Knowledge, and that their ends
are plans and manifestos of a
Maker; that their outer faces are
beautifully proportioned dresses
of artistry devised by One who
Chooses and Wills, and that their
inner faces are well-designed ma-
chines of an All-Powerful One.
This situation, therefore, neces-

sarily and self-evidently proclaims
that no time and no place, ab-

solutely nothing, can be outside
the grasp of power of one, single,
Glorious Maker.
Each thing and all things, to-

gether with all their attributes are
planned and directed within the
grasp of power of an All-Powerful
Possessor of Will. They are made
beautiful through the ordering and
graciousness of a Merciful and
Compassionate One, and they are
embellished with the adorning of
a Loving Benefactor.
Indeed, for anyone who is intel-

ligent and has eyes in his head, the
order and equilibrium, and order-
ing and adorning in the universe
and in the beings within it demon-
strate, at the degree of unity, One
who is Single, Sole, Solitary,
Unique, All-Powerful, Possessing
of Will, All-Knowing and All-
Wise.
Bediuzzaman concludes that it

is therefore quite apparent that
there is a unity in everything and,
as for unity, it points to one. For
example, the whole world is illu-
minated by one lamp, the sun; in
which case, the world’s Owner is
One and the same.
And, for example, all the ani-

mate creatures on the earth are
served by air, fire and water, which
are the same. Since this is so, the
One who employs them and sub-
jugates them to us is, therefore,
also One.

Light from the Quran

Unity points to One
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JASMINE KHAN
WE are encouraged to make the
most of time because time has a
specific significance in Allah’s
sight. Allah, in His infinite mercy
has decreed certain times of great
value and we need to make use of
these bounties.
One of these times is the last

third of the night, as sworn to by
Allah: ‘The night and its homing!’
(Quran 84:17) ‘And by the night
when it is still!’ (Quran 93:2).
In addition, Rasoolullah (SAW)

refers to the prayer at night as
being the most valuable after the
obligatory prayers. This is re-
ported from Abu Huraira, when
he (SAW) was asked what the best
prayer is after the five daily
prayers.
This prayer at night, which is

done after waking from a period
of sleep, is known as Tahajjud.
It is also reported from Abu

Huraira that Rasoolullah (SAW)
said: ‘Our Lord descends to the
lowest heaven in the last third of
every night, and he says: Who is
calling upon me that I may answer
him? Who is asking from me that
I may give him? Who is seeking
my forgiveness that I may forgive
him?’ (Bukhari, and Muslim)
The secret of the swearing of

Allah by the night offers us a di-
vine window through which we
are able to connect our hearts with
our Creator.

There is great value in leaving a
comfortable bed, performing ablu-
tion and standing devoutly in
prayer, knowing that our Rabb is
close to us even more than at other
times.
Prostrating to our Lord when

everyone else is asleep gives one a
special sense of closeness and con-
nection to Allah, which is often
difficult while praying during the
busyness of the day’s activities.
We are told that when we go

into prayer, we have to be fully
conscious and present but also we
must feel presence of heart.
We do strive for this all the

time, however, we are weak and
vulnerable and often feel as if we
did not quite get to that point. Our
Creator, who knows us better than
we know ourselves – after all, He
created us – is taking pity on us
and grants us countless opportuni-
ties to make it possible for us to

connect with Him.
Tahajjud Salaah is such an op-

portunity. We are alone with Him,
no telephone calls, demanding em-
ployers or children needing atten-
tion. It could well mean that
praying at night is meeting and
conversing with one’s beloved.
When you are awake in the

stillness of the night, it is like being
in another dimension. With purity
and sincerity of intention, you feel
privileged and honoured to be en-
veloped in love and mercy.
Rasoolullah (SAW) stood so

long in the night prayer that he
was asked, ‘Why do you strain
yourself though Allah declared in
the Quran that you were forgiven
all your sins?’
He (SAW) replied, ‘Should I not

be a grateful servant?’ (Bukhari)
He also said: ‘Two units of

prayer performed at night are
more beneficial than anything in

the world. If I thought that it
would not be a burden on my peo-
ple, I would enjoin it on them.’
(Fadail al-Amal, 257)
‘There is a certain moment at

night. If a Muslim catches that
moment to wish something from
Allah, that thing is granted to him/
her.’ (Tirmidhi)
The value of leaving our beds in

the darkness of the night cannot
be over-emphasised for Allah is
pleased with the one who gets out
of his/ her comfortable bed to
offer the prayer of Tahajjud and
Allah SWT asks the angels: ‘What
makes this servant of mine care
about praying at this time of the
night?’
The angels reply: ‘It is his/ her

wish to attain your grace and
blessing, and also fear of your
punishment.’
Allah says: ‘I grant him/ her

what he or she wishes from Me

then. And I safeguard him/ her
from what she or he fears.’ (Fadail
al-Amal)
As human beings, we are weak

and prone to error, and we all long
to gain Allah’s pleasure.
The salaah during the last third

of the night is Allah’s favour to us.
He knows our weaknesses, and is
all Merciful.
In the Quran, Allah explains

the features of those who will be
saved from the Divine punishment
and be placed in Paradise: ‘They
were in the habit of sleeping but
little by night.
‘And in the hours of early

dawn, they (were found) praying
for forgiveness.’ (51:17-18).
The second part of the night is

said to be more valuable. Ra-
soolullah (SAW) said: ‘The wor-
ships that are done in the second
half of the night is more likely to
be accepted.’ (Abu Dawud).
To make it easier  to worship at

night one must have a strong de-
sire to do so, have a light dinner
and retire early and wake early.
Rasoolullah (SAW) says: ‘When

you sleep Satan ties three knots on
the back of your neck.
And he says to each knot, ‘Let

a long night stay with you.’ When
you wake up and cite the name of
Allah, one of the knots unties.
When you make ablution another
knot unties. And when you offer a
prayer all of the knots untie.’
(Bukhari)

From Consciousness to Contentment
The value of Tahajjud Salaah, the night prayer

When you are awake in the stillness of the night, 

it is like being in another dimension. With purity

and sincerity of intention, you feel privileged and

honoured to be enveloped in love and mercy...
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LET’S recount a story by the
Danish raconteur, Hans Christian
Anderson: Once upon a time
there was a very pompous king
who loved to dress up in fine
clothes for state functions and
parades.
Two tailors smiled and plotted.

They sat down in the busy town
square and proceeded to mime as
if they were spinning cloth.
Passers-by looked, shook their
heads at the two and asked: ‘Are
you mad? We can’t see any thread
or cloth.’
‘Ah!’ said the two. ‘This gold

cloth is finer than cobwebs, more
shiny than silk. Only the very
clever and sophisticated can see its
beauty.’
Each day crowds came to mar-

vel at the tailors. They oohed and
aahed until the king got to hear of
the magic cloth. He summoned the
tailors.
‘Your majesty,’ said the two.

‘This cloth is spun only for kings
and queens who are endowed with
great taste and erudition. It is very
expensive and needs much gold to
make the cloth.’
The king pushed out his chest.

‘I am that,’ he whispered to him-
self. ‘Make me a suit and cape for
the New Year parade. Here is a
sack of gold.’ 
The tailors spun the ‘cloth’, fit-

ted the ‘suit and cape’ on New
Year’s day then vanished as fast as
they could with their bag of gold.
The king walked down the

street parade waving and smiling
at the adoration. Crowds cheered

and whispered to one another:
‘Isn’t the suit and cape wonderful;
so beautiful.’
Then a little boy who had not

heard about this magic suit shook
his mother’s skirt and shouted:
‘Look! Look! Mama, Look! Look
at the king! He is naked, naked
like the day he was born.’
Recently, Achmat Soni and his

wife Nazli took me to the Investec
Cape Town Art Fair at the cav-
ernous Cape Town International
Convention Centre, on the fore-
shore. I didn’t feel well, and a bit
grumpy.
On our way, we stopped in Salt

River where groups of young
artists were painting frescoes on
walls to revitalise the dilapidated
environment. Riots of colour
splashed over the walls into realist
and stylised subjects. Their enthu-
siasm and commitment rejuve-
nated me. But more of that in a
future article.
The Investec Cape Town Art

Fair was vast and professional,
reminiscent of ‘Biennale’ fare. It
reeked of an ‘intellectually elitist’
ambiance. Display areas were
sparsely decked with largely ‘cre-
ative art’ populations, a few real-
istic but most needed deep
reflection to decipher.
The crowd consisted mainly of

the advantaged sections of the
population. Many of the younger
viewers were dressed in traditional
‘I’m an artist’ outfits – look, I’m
wearing a red shoe on my left foot
and a yellow shoe on my right.
‘Cognoscenti’ swanned around,
immersed in the ‘art’. Here and
there were artists ‘of colour’ and
foreign accents.
But where were the locals?
An art dealer urged us to view

one of the exhibits. He ushered us
to a blank wall from which hung
a series of thin ropes adorned with
pieces of beads and other tiny bits
which looked like semi-precious
stones.

‘Isn’t it wonderful? It’s by a
local artist who is represented in
many venues and art galleries
overseas. You can see the knees of
the faithful in prayer.’
That interested us. We won-

dered if it was a sort of avant-
garde prayer rug. Achmat, Nazli
and I squinted at the vague dark
areas from this side and then from
the other side.
We failed in our ‘artistic’ quest.

Was it artistic psychobabble? We
felt like that little boy of Hans
Christian Anderson’s iconic tale.
I was reminded of the time

when I visited an art auction many
years ago. On the wall was a small
white canvas with five red dots; a
print signed by the Spanish artist
Joan Miro, a known surrealist.
(Price then: R500. Now, probably
R5 000.) What did it mean? Let’s
psychobabble it.
The white canvas depicts a pu-

rity of heart and reason. The red
dot cluster is a depiction of vio-
lence and extreme psychological
angst. Was the artist in torment of
faith and sorrow, anxious to atone
for the piercing of humanity on
the cross and the rain of bloody
tears of war, pestilence and death?
Or is this an enactment in the

corridas of the bulls in the bull-
rings of his ancestral home?
Is this the surreal spattering of

blood on sand when the sacrificial
bull’s neck is pierced by the hooks

on the banderillos of the torment-
ing toreadors, and culminates
when the cruel sword of the mata-
dor plunges into the heart of the
black bulls who in agony duck
and drive their horns into the
groin and chest of their slayer?
All this from five dots of blood

on a white canvas. I did not buy it.
To come back to this extrava-

gant art show. I always say that
anything you think is beautiful, is
art. But the next person has a right
to disagree.
We are a Third World country

with special needs. Biennales of
Venice and Cannes are contempo-
rary art elitist shows, and well for
their countries. But this exhibition

could have been more fruitful if
half of the venue had been used to
display the notional contemporary
art of the curators.
The other half should have

been seconded for the exhibition
of the art of the other artists of
South Africa, and, in particular,
the local artists who never get a
chance to display their talents at
such venues.
It would have invigorated local

art even if one artist had got to dis-
play one art piece. Their families
and folk would have flocked to the
show and enjoyed it even if they
had been prevented from consum-
ing the wine and tit-bits of the elit-
ists.

The crowd consisted mainly of the advantaged sections of the
population, writes DR M C D’ARCY.

Art’s for All

Is art psychobabble self-delusion?

Bust made from beads Photo M C D’ARCY

Surrealistic dots of Spanish painter
Joan Miro. What’s your reading of it?

Photo M C D’ARCY

Iranian Shirin Neshat’s artwork
 ‘Hassan’ ($85 000), from her Our
house is on fire exhibition, is an
 example of how this visual artist used
Iranian  poetry written over
 photographs to depict the grief and
loss  experienced during the Arab
Spring uprisings. Photo M C D’ARCY

Bicycle and scrap. Is it art? Photo M C D’ARCY
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SHAFIQ MORTON
FEW realise that the Topkapi
Palace Museum, in Turkey, is not
the only place where sacred relics
of the Prophet (SAW) are kept
and displayed.
Jameah Masjid, in New Delhi,

built by the Mughal emperor, Shah
Jahan, in 1656, houses an equally
impressive collection of relics, in-
cluding gazelle skin Quranic folios
written by Sayyidina Ali, Sayyid-
ina Hasan and a complete Quran
by Sayyidina Husain (RA).
These relics, which were origi-

nally from the house of the Bani
Abbas, moved from Baghdad into
the care of the Seljuks via the
Abassid conqueror, Alp Arslan.
They passed through the hands of
Sultan Bayazid Yaldhiram, to
Genghis Khan’s descendant, Emir
Timur, and then to the Mughals of
India, via Sultan Babur.
Shah Jahan – of Taj Mahal

fame – appointed Sayyid Muham-
mad al-Arab (Khwaja Qayamud-
din), a Prophetic descendant from
Madinah, to curate the relics in a
special building that he had con-
structed inside the masjid, the
Dargar Asar Sharif.
For nearly 400 years, the sons

of Sayyid Muhammad have been
looking after the relics, it being the
duty of a family member to be
present at the Jameah Masjid 24
hours a day to guide people who
wanted to view the relics.
Last year, Sayyid Ehraz Ahmad

– a descendant of Sayyid Muham-
mad – landed in Cape Town,

which is when the idea was born
of exhibiting some of the relics in
South Africa.
Sayyid Ehraz said that those

who could not afford to visit Mad-
inah or the Topkapi Palace, in Is-
tanbul, also deserved some of the
Prophet’s (SAW) blessings.
With that in mind, a South

African tour was organised to-
gether with the Chisti Sabiree Re-
search Association of South
Africa, the Cape Town leg to be
hosted by the Al Kaaf Human
Rights Centre and the Palestine
Museum, in District Six.
However, things took a dra-

matic turn at the eleventh hour
when the director of the centre,
Anwah Nagia, received a com-
plaint about the compliance of the
venue (it was fully compliant), al-
legedly via a neighbour, who had
lodged an objection to the event
with the Cape Town City Council.
In the spirit of avoiding any un-

pleasantness, the organising com-
mittee voted to transfer the
exhibition to Masjidul Quds, in
Gatesville. Ironically, this proved
to be a resounding success. More
than one person commented that
by divine default, the objector had
actually multiplied the barakah!
So, after an opening ceremony

at the Al Kaaf Centre on Sunday
evening, March 3, the following
day saw the opening of the exhibi-
tion at Masjidul Quds.
On display were a hair of the

Prophet (SAW), a piece of his tur-
ban, fragments of his cloak, a
piece of carpet from his burial

chamber, dust from his grave, a
sandal and an Ottoman-era lock
of his chamber.
A special moment was when

Sayyid Ehraz would open a box
housing fragments of the Prophet’s
beloved cloak resting in a bed of
rose petals. The cloak still has the
fragrance of the Prophet (SAW).
Being allowed to smell the

Prophet’s (SAW) garment was, in-
deed, an extraordinary honour.
For three days, thousands of

Capetonians waited patiently in
long queues to view the relics.
During the exhibition, the Quran
was recited, and many visitors ob-
served that the atmosphere was
reminiscent of the relics’ room at
Topkapi Palace and even the
Prophet’s (SAW) city of Madinah.
The queues were sometimes

long, which involved hours of
waiting, and yet not once was
there ill-feeling or complaint.
Hour after hour, people filed by
the relics, their faces telling a thou-
sand stories.
The dignity of the historic occa-

sion, the patience of those waiting
in the lines and the restraint once
they entered the viewing space was
remarkable to witness.
An excited young child asked

one of the guides: ‘Am I going to
see the Prophet (SAW)?’
Indeed, from the wide-eyed

wonder of the young to the tearful
joy of others, it was clear that
Cape Town has a distinctive love
for the Prophet (SAW). Despite the
mumblings and shirk-riven discor-
dance of the literalists, Cape Town

is a Moulood city.
One of the best preserved relics

was a sandal of the beloved
Prophet (SAW), its profile a well-
known motif in Islamic art. I
looked at it and wondered about
the foot that used to wear it.
The Syrian scholar, Shaikh

Yusuf Al-Nabahani, is much more
eloquent on the subject: ‘…it
yearns for the one who wore this
Sandal/ We are lowered by awe to
honour this Sandal/ And whenever
we lower before it we are raised/
So place it on the highest shelf!/
For indeed in reality it is a crown
and only outwardly a Sandal…’
I remember focusing my lens on

the Prophet’s (SAW) turban, and
enlarging the image. Each weave
of the fabric was machine perfect,
woven in an age when there were

no machines.
It reminded me of the legacy

that the Prophet (SAW) left behind
after his demise. I couldn’t but
help thinking that the warp of the
fabric – its threaded backbone –
represented the Quran. Its weft –
the yarn holding the warp and the
cloth together – was his Sunnah.
When the exhibition was folded

up and packed away, just before
midnight on the final day, we were
sad but happy. The spirit of the
Prophet (SAW) had visited us, and
about 40 000 people had been
privileged to benefit from seeing
something tangible of his illustri-
ous life, and gain its blessings.
One of those who were present

recorded: ‘Silence. No words but
in our hearts was salawaat,
salawaat, salawaat.’

A strand of the beloved hair of Rasoolullah (SAW), which was distributed to the Companions and family of the Prophet
(SAW) when he cut it. Photo SHAFIQ MORTON

The cloth that was once part of the crown of the greatest of humankind, from a
turban that was once in the presence of the Companions, and also the angel,
 Jibril. Photo SHAFIQ MORTON

Thousands of Capetonians attend historic Sacred Relics Exhibition

The nalain, the sandals that Arabic poets say we stand underneath in humility
and honour of the Prophet (SAW). Photo SHAFIQ MORTON


