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STAFF REPORTER
The family of Ash-Shaheed Imam
Abdullah Haron has officially
 announced the establishment of
the Imam Haron Commemora-
tion Committee (IHCC) to mark
the 50th year since his killing in
 detention on the September 27,
1969 by the apartheid police.

The family – under the auspices
of the Imam Haron Foundation –
will also be making an announce-
ment on February 8 regarding an
enquiry into the circumstance of
the Imam’s death in detention.

The IHCC will coordinate var-
ious commemoration events
which are aimed at making the
public aware of the role of Imam

Haron as a community builder, ac-
tivist and revolutionary in the lib-
eration struggle.

Cassiem Khan, who has vast
experience in the NGO field, has
been appointed coordinator of the
IHCC.

‘It was his deep love and con-
cern for his people that made
Imam Haron such a threat to the

apartheid state,’ Khan told Mus-
lim Views. ‘He was loved by peo-
ple from all walks of life and it is
for this reason that the committee
sees an active role for all members
of South African society to ac-
tively participate in the planned
commemorative events.’

The public is encouraged to re-
member Imam Haron at the exist-

ing events on the calendar of their
schools, madrasahs, sport clubs,
masajid, through their publica-
tions, at dhikrs, khatams, and dur-
ing Ramadaan programmes,
amongst other events.

‘Your event becomes an oppor-
tunity to educate the public about
Imam Haron, to transcend barri-
ers, to increase our love and con-
cern for humanity and to work
towards attaining social justice,’
said Khan.

The IHCC has organised events
with a special focus on youth,
women and all marginalised com-
munities.

Khan also encouraged people
to use social media to tell their
family stories of Imam Haron.

A hashtag - #123Days, pointing
to the total number of days Imam
was in detention – has been cre-
ated for use on Twitter and other
social media.

People are also encouraged to
display the picture of Imam Haron
on their email signature.

A call has also been made for
donations towards the events.
For banking details, and further
information on the activities of
the Imam Haron 50th
 Commemoration Committee,
contact Cassiem Khan, the 
co-ordinator, preferably via
WhatsApp, at 076 640 7928 or
email him at
cassiemkhan9@gmail.com.

IMAM HARON’S DEATH IN
DETENTION… 50 YEARS ON
Family to announce on enquiry

Some of the members of the Imam Haron Commemoration Committee and a supporter, with the family of Ash-Shaheed Imam Abdullah Haron, announcing the
 formation of the committee to coordinate the events marking the 50th year since the killing, by the Apartheid police, of the Imam in detention on September 27, 1969.
Back row, from left: Tasneem Khan, Cassiem Khan, Haron Gunn-Salie, Ebrahim Bardien and Armien Cassiem. In the middle row are: Shamela Haron-Shamis, 
Dr Muhammed Haron, Suleila Omar (a supporter) and Fatima Galant Abrahams. Standing in front is Fatiema Haron Masoet. Photo SUPPLIED

A Twitter hashtag -
#123Days, pointing to 
the total number of days
Imam was in detention –

has been created...
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ELECTIONS shape the future of any
democracy. It is the beginning for every
citizen to have his or her say in that
 future.
Therefore, registering to vote is important.
You cannot vote if you have not registered
as a voter.
This cold fact is founded on the theoretical
premise that one’s existence in time and
space in a democracy is premised on one’s
statistical confirmation as a registered
voter.
Without voter registration, an individual is
theoretically a non-entity in the making of
political power in an election.
However, this theoretical premise has
some very real implications.
The right to vote is fundamental to any
 citizen who is eligible to vote.
Registering as a voter is the first step in
recognising that a meaningful democracy
starts with each citizen being counted as a
voter.
This recognition means that the balance of
power in a democracy and any shift in that
balance is a direct function of how every
single voter exercises the right to vote.
The total number of registered voters is a
significant measure of how many people in
a democracy potentially determine which
political party wins an election and what
power the other parties have.
Given the important role a voter plays in a
democracy, there is simply no rationale for
failing to register, even if one decides not
to vote.
Abstaining from voting can be a political
statement, albeit a debatable means of
doing so.
There is a legitimate right not to vote.
But there is no legitimate right not to
 register as a voter.
Abstaining from voter registration simply
places a citizen in the class of the
 apathetic and the absurd.
No citizen, irrespective of the level of
 disenchantment experienced with the

 prevailing political order, can legitimately
claim that he or she has nothing to do with
elections, the  government and the politics
of the day.
Political processes and decisions affect
everyone, most notably through the social
and economic order.
Therefore, in a democracy, there is not
only the right to vote but also the
 responsibility to do something with that
right.
This is possible only if you are a registered
voter.
Unregistered citizens who are eligible to
vote have lost a valuable opportunity, in the
very least, to contribute to a vital statistic.
However, it does render any political
speech and action by them hollow.
It is morally questionable for such a person
to have a political opinion, even about
major public interest issues like corruption
and land redistribution.
However, this does not mean they cannot
do or say anything of political import.
In this way, a democracy is even forgiving
and tolerant of the apathetic.
The apathetic may be undeserving
 beneficiaries of the state’s programmes for
the people.
This is a time for active citizenship so that
we may exercise our right to vote, demand
our rights as citizens and hold public
 officials to account.
Activism at local level is a manifestation of
meaningful citizenship.
Democratic rights imply civic responsibili-
ties and a departure from apathy to direct
engagement with the public servants
elected to serve the people.
Many of us have joined the voices
 protesting against corruption, crime and
water supply disruptions.
Now is the time to review what our political
leaders have done, and exercise our right
and responsibility to make morally and
 politically sound decisions about who are
fit to govern.

MAHMOOD SANGLAY
MUSLIM Views and Hospital
Welfare and Muslim
 Educational Movement
(HWMEM) have joined hands
in launching a bursary
 programme specifically geared
to support the development of
independent journalism and
media studies.

The programme is launched
on the back of a relationship be-
tween Muslim Views and
HWMEM of over two decades.
Muslim Views as publisher and
HWMEM as welfare organisa-
tion both have deep roots in the
community and have even shared
offices for a period of 12 years.

HWMEM has a proud history
of over 75 years. In 1969, the or-
ganisation is reported to have
collaborated with contemporary
liberation movements with a
view to establish an education
fund.

This was followed by the es-
tablishment of the Education
Bursary portfolio of HWMEM
to assist students at tertiary insti-
tutions.

HWMEM also played an im-
portant role in resisting the
racially based permit system in
the ’70s and early ’80s.

The collaboration between
HWMEM and the universities
exposed these institutions to the
risk of losing their state subsidies.

The organisation’s first dis-
bursement to deserving students
was in the amount of R720.

Financial assistance to stu-
dents pursuing tertiary education
amounts to R24 million to ap-
proximately 4 500 needy stu-
dents over seven decades.

In 2017 alone, HWMEM dis-
bursed R2,1 million to 170 stu-
dents in South Africa.

Last year, HWMEM an-
nounced plans to grow and di-
versify its investment in all its
programmes, including the bur-
sary programme.

Financial assistance to stu-
dents was not only earmarked

for an increase but additional
support in the form of work-
shops on career guidance and
strategic partnerships was an-
nounced.

The partnership with Muslim
Views is one such programme.
The newspaper, which has a pub-
lishing history of almost 59
years, had as its founding editor
Imam Abdullah Haron who was
killed in detention in 1969.

The apartheid state banned 21
editions of the paper.

The mission of Muslim Views
is to always remain an independ-
ent media organisation, using
contemporary media to provide
information, comment and
analysis, and to advocate univer-
sal values and social justice.

The paper strives to be a criti-
cal mirror of local issues, South
African society and international
affairs. It embraces universal val-
ues and has a strong focus on so-
cial issues.

The partnership was launched
with a bursary awarded to
Amina Waggie who is currently
registered for her second semes-
ter of study in Communications
and Media Studies at University
of South Africa (Unisa).

Waggie joined Muslim Views
in 2016 as an intern and her
work has since been consistently
published in the newspaper.

The vision of Muslim Views
and HWMEM in the partnership
is to develop human resources
for the benefit of independent
journalism, particularly in com-
munity print media.

The challenges faced by the in-
dependent print media sector are
even more acute than that of
mainstream media because of
poor market conditions, media
monopolies and revolutionary
changes brought on by technol-
ogy.

‘With this initiative, we hope
to contribute to the sustainability
of a vital and unique media insti-
tution in South Africa,’ said
Nazeer Khalfe, education secre-
tary of HWMEM.
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Active citizenship
includes  registering as a voter

Muslim Views and 
HWMEM launch bursary fund

Pictured at the conclusion of discussions between Muslim Views and HWMEM
on January 29 at the Muslim Views offices are Nazeer Khalfe, education
 secretary of HWMEM, and managing director of Muslim Views, Mohamed
Sharief Hassan. Photo TOYER NAKIDIEN
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MAHMOOD SANGLAY
SOME pilgrims who undertook
Hajj in 2018 (1439 AH) as
 customers of Al Anwar Express
Hajj and Umrah complained
about the service provider who
also trades under the names 
Al Jazeerah and Al Jeem.

Pilgrims generally consider
their overall Hajj experience as
deeply spiritual and rewarding.
However, they are increasingly
viewing the material conditions of
their Hajj in a more critical light,
mainly because these conditions
are essentially in the hands of serv-
ice providers who often fail to
meet their obligation to deliver
what their customers have paid
for.

‘They must just sabr’
One couple, Omar and Rehana

Razzak, expressed their disap-
pointment to Muslim Views and
referred to at least six others, some
of whom accompanied them in
2018 and some of whom are
friends who performed the Hajj
earlier. They were all customers of
Al Anwar Express Hajj and
Umrah.

According to the Razzaks, the
transfer by bus from Makkah to
Azizia was delayed for some Al
Anwar Express pilgrims from 9am
till after Asr prayers, apparently
because of Saudi roadblocks.

However, all the pilgrims of
other Hajj operators had already
left for Makkah by bus that morn-
ing.

The remaining Al Anwar Ex-
press pilgrims were asked to wait
till the afternoon. Some had to
hire taxis for the journey to Azizia.

Their grievance, says Razzak, is
that there was no communication
with these pilgrims and that when
Yusuf Pandy jr. was advised about
it, he ‘nonchalantly’ answered,
‘They must just sabr.’

They were also promised ‘up-
graded, luxury, air-conditioned
buses with separate parallel
arrangements for luggage’. In-
stead, they travelled in an over-
crowded, ‘old, filthy bus’ in a state
of disrepair and with luggage con-
gested in the aisle.

The Razzaks say that, in Azizia,
they were advised that meals
would be provided by Manjras
Caterers. However, Manjras only
supervised the cooking, and pil-
grims were served dry rice and
chicken at lunch for four consecu-
tive days.

Only those who could afford it
had the option to purchase their
own meals from a more diverse

menu at restaurants.
In addition, their vouchers for

breakfast in Madinah were lost by
Al Anwar Express so the Razzaks
had to persuade the maitre d� that
they had paid and were, therefore,
entitled to breakfast.

Their Camp A, in Mina, cost
the Razzaks an additional 
R12 000 per person.

However, the camp was over-
booked by Al Anwar Express,
hence all the pilgrims could not be
accommodated.

According to the Razzaks,
some pilgrims had to sleep in
aisles, on the floor and others out-
side their tents as there was not
enough space inside.

Broken promises
Two couples who accompanied

the Razzaks, Afzal and Mumtaz
Butt and Nazir and Khadija Khan
(who passed away in December
2018), similarly complained about
the uncomfortable journey by bus,
a grossly incompetent driver and
the overbooked tent in Mina.

The Butts also complained
about having the same menu for
several days.

Another complainant, who
asked not to be named, undertook
the Hajj in 2007 with his ailing
and aged parents. He paid for a
number of special requests. Yet,
even before departure, he had ag-

onized over passports that had not
been ready and international re-
turn flights for which he had al-
ready paid but which had
remained unconfirmed.

There were no Al Anwar Ex-
press personnel present when they
arrived in Madinah. No dialysis
had been arranged for his father
although this had also been re-
quested and agreed to. The family
had been allocated a room that
was already occupied although the
complainant had paid for non-
sharing accommodation.

The fiasco with their flights
upon their return from Hajj per-
sisted when, despite repeated re-
minders from the pilgrim, Al
Anwar Express had then still not
obtained return flight confirma-
tions. Although the pilgrim had al-
ready paid for their return tickets,
he was compelled to purchase
them again, at an additional cost
of approximately R25 000.

Al Anwar promised to refund
this money. After twelve years,
says the complainant, the operator
has not yet refunded him.

Apology
Omar and Rehana Razzak are

of the view that there is a thin line
between embracing the challenges
of the Hajj with humble submis-
sion, on the one hand, and toler-
ating the Hajj operators’

incompetence and exploitation of
pilgrims on the other.

Razzak says it is not fair busi-
ness practice not to disclose that
some services are not guaranteed.

‘Clearly, Al Anwar are unfair in
their dealings with hujaaj, getting
away with this year after year,
telling hujaaj to sabr. Sabr is a test
from the Almighty, not an excuse
for incompetence nor for unfair
business practices,’ he told Muslim
Views.

A number of complainants say
that Al Anwar Express does not
take their complaints seriously.
The operator answers most of
their key allegations with vague
attributions of responsibility to
local Saudi authorities and service
providers.

Nevertheless, Al Anwar Ex-
press apologised ‘for any incon-
venience caused to the respective
hujaaj’. The pilgrims generally feel
that their complaints are not taken
seriously by the operator hence
they are not satisfied with Al
Anwar Express’s apology.

There appears to be consensus
that the operator’s programmes
during orientation and on Hajj are
inspiring and informative. How-
ever, some of them are of the view
that this is part of their marketing
strategy.

‘They use moulanas and
shaikhs to appease people by recit-

ing long duahs and melodious
naats, and then they insist we must
sabr, as this is Hajj,’ said one of
the anonymous complainants. He
adds that, in his overall assess-
ment, Al Anwar Express is not
competent to manage large groups
of pilgrims.

Razzak says that religious lead-
ers in our community, like Imam
Gasant Pandy, have a greater duty
of care when they run businesses,
especially when the community
they lead also represent their po-
tential customer base.

Most of the complainants have
approached the South African
Hajj and Umrah Council (Sahuc)
to address their complaints.

However, the pilgrims generally
express dissatisfaction with the
role of Sahuc, which is essentially
limited to accreditation of South
African pilgrims and Hajj opera-
tors in terms of the Saudi Ministry
of Hajj regulations.

Imam Gasant Pandy is CEO of
Al Anwar Express and co-imam of
Masjid Ar-Rashideen, in Mow-
bray, Cape Town.

It was not possible for Muslim
Views to engage Imam Pandy on
his response to pilgrims’ com-
plaints.

He declined to be interviewed
and, instead, berated the newspa-
per for reporting the complaints of
pilgrims.

Leading Hajj operator accused of poor service

Imam Gasant Pandy at the launch of Al Jeem, in February 2016. Imam Pandy was asked to respond to Hajj complaints received by Muslim Views but declined to be
 interviewed. Photo ALANWAREXPRESS.CO.ZA MEDIA GALLERY





Muslim Views . February 20196

www.iawafrica.com

 Africa For
 Palestine

Across 250 cities, towns and universities worldwide. 
Endorsed by over 110 local and international organisations. 
With more than 100 events on the African Continent.

 Israeli
Apartheid
Week
 1-7 Apri l 2019

15th

JASMINE KHAN
HOPEFIELD, a small town on
the West Coast, was founded in
1853. When the R45 road was
re-routed around the town, the
infrastructure of Hopefield
 gradually shrunk and became
 geographically and economically
isolated.

Ghaironesa, a revert, and  her
husband have lived in Hopefield
for 30 years. Along with another
couple, Islam took hold in the
town. There they raised their chil-
dren who attended madrasah run
by an imam and his wife.

The husband of the one couple
passed away and the widow re-
turned to Cape Town. For 12
years, Ghaironesa and her family
were the only Muslims in the area,
besides the imam and his wife.

However, the field was not
completely barren. New seeds
started sprouting when a young
girl noticed a car with a woman in
hijab passing her every afternoon.
She was intrigued and one day fol-
lowed the car to the madrasah and
started asking questions about
Islam.

After a few visits, she decided
to revert and chose the name Yus-
rah. As the years passed, she in-
spired more and more young
women to enter the deen.

With the opening of a masjid in
the area in 2012, these women
had a place to go but still found
learning about the deen a chal-
lenge.

According to the women, there
was no real unity until they met

Zainoe, who happened to visit the
area in 2016.

Zainoe says that she found that
the women and children of Hope-
field had no dreams for the future.
Due to the lack of infrastructure in
the area, they lived their lives in
hopelessness, never aspiring to get
out of the area.

However, the women were so
inspired by her that, before long,
they had started a group they call
the ‘Women of Wonder’. They
started out as a walking group but
this soon resulted in them actively
working to improve their lives.

A dream was born amongst the
women that they would be able to
sustain themselves by starting a lit-
tle business. The first thing they
did was to get one of the women

to bake pastries. The next step was
for the ladies to learn to sew so
that they could establish a cut,
make and trim industry.

It was also important to instil
hope in the young girls who
mostly completed matric and then
fell pregnant so that they could get
onto the social grant system. Be-
cause of the lack of work available
in the town, the majority of them
live on the grants paid to grand-
parents, and child support.

Zainoe started a Saturday craft
class for the little ones aged from
about three-years-old to ten, in an
effort to get the children off the
streets where they are exposed to
unruly behaviour and gangs.

The craft class got the little
ones so excited and enthusiastic

that when the classes were can-
celled for a while, they were in-
credibly sad.

One great success, though, is
the ongoing feeding scheme that
happens twice a week at one of the
ladies’ homes. Before the work
commences, the women listen to a
short naseegah from Zainoe to in-
spire them. Everyone does their
share in providing either a plate of
food or sandwiches for the chil-
dren.

Unfortunately, due to circum-
stances beyond their control, their
projects are not progressing as
quickly as they would like but the
Women of Wonder remain posi-
tive and actively continue the
work with great patience and per-
severance.

During 2018, they formed and
registered the Hopefield Islamic
Society and formalised their affili-
ation to Shaikh Alexander’s Is-
lamic Dawah Centre, in Athlone.

All the Women of Wonder’s ef-
forts culminated on December 9,
last year, when they celebrated the
birth of our beloved Prophet
(SAW) in a local hall.

Together with 40 ladies from
the Al Widaad Jamaah, from Bon-
teheuwel, and members of  the
Masjidul Quds Tuesday class, the
Hopefield Islamic Society cele-
brated its first Moulood in Hope-
field.

It was an emotional moment
when the ladies, all dressed in
lilac, walked onto the stage and a
few of them shared with the audi-
ence their journey to Islam and
their dreams for their town.

One of the women, Rashieda,
expressed her hope for unity
among the women and dreams of
an aftercare facility for the chil-
dren where they can go after
school, have something to eat and
rest before going to madrasah.

She would like the older girls to
take responsibility for this facility
and care for the younger ones; and
it must be for all children, not just
Muslim ones.

Mu’atha has high hopes that
Islam will grow as they gain
knowledge from women who re-
verted to Islam and learnt from
their husbands. She remarked: ‘I
want us to teach our kids how
beautiful Islam is. I am a dreamer;
I want to be a Muslim woman that
all women can look up to. I dream
our kids will be able to go out into
the world. I dream of raising
daughters to be an example of the
women of ummah.’

Shakira married a Muslim but
did not enter the deen immedi-
ately. She first wanted to learn
about Islam before she moved
from Elsies River, where she learnt
from a muallima who sat with her
every Sunday morning.

Shakira was a Moulood fol-
lower in Cape Town and had
many in tears as she expressed her
feelings standing on stage at her
community’s own Moulood,
which they had worked for.

The most remarkable thing
about these women, who live
mostly in abject poverty, is that
their hopes and dreams are fo-
cused on how they and their chil-
dren can be better Muslims.

The seeds of Islam grow in Hopefield

In December, the quiet town of Hopefield reverberated with the sounds of a
women’s jamaah reciting the praises of our beloved Nabi Muhammad (SAW).
 Featured on stage in there lilac outfits are, from left, Taqwa Lewis, Aalima and
Shakira Brenner, Shaakirah Brummer, Rashieda Abrahams, Yusra Brenner, Ashika
Williams, Mu’atha Lewis, Rameesa Moerat, Shafieka Worth, Widaad and Aziza
Toyer. In front are Shifaa Moerat, Akila Prezins, Zaytoen and Mariam
Abrahams,Tougeeda Brenner and Taryn Lewis. The little girls in floral dresses are
Kaashifa, Raabiah, Malika, Waaliyah, Gouwa and Gameeda. The other women of
the jamaah who are not in the photograph but played a role in making the event
happen are Aysha Maarman, Nishaad Brenner, Shahida Kammies, Jamiela
Mostard, Fairoza Salim and Nabeela Moosa. Photo MIEZAAN ABRAHAMS
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DR AUWAIS RAFUDEEN
IT is noteworthy that Shaikh
Yusuf (1626 – 1699) wrote no
texts while in Cape Town, where
he spent the last five years of his
life.

He had written highly philo-
sophical Sufi texts while previ-
ously being exiled in Ceylon. But
the absence of such texts here
shows that the problems facing
Islam in the Cape were more basic
and required a different type of in-
tervention.

The survival of Islam was at
stake and the focus needed to be
on the fundamentals.

What fundamentals were
taught by Shaikh Yusuf? As de-
duced by Shaikh Seraj Hendricks
– of Azzavia Mosque, in Cape
Town – from Shaikh Yusuf’s texts,
Shaikh Yusuf would have, un-
doubtedly, taught the small Mus-
lim community the fundamentals
of aqidah (Islamic beliefs) and fiqh
(Islamic law).

He would also have taught
them the Moulood ceremony as
well as certain awrad and adhkaar
(religious litanies) which they
would have used to keep alive the
remembrance of Allah in difficult
social conditions and personal cir-
cumstances.

Where possible, the group
recitation of these litanies would
have created a sense of community
among them.

But perhaps the most important
thing taught by Shaikh Yusuf
would have been practical ethics.

These ethics, as noted by
Shaikh Seraj, would have revolved

around the concepts of patient
perseverance (sabr), earnest sup-
plication to the Almighty (duah),
the contented acceptance of divine
destiny (taqdir) and excellent man-
ners (adab).

These concepts still firmly an-
chor the traditional Cape Muslim
worldview. As Shaikh Seraj ex-
plains, patience and the accept-
ance of destiny are not simply
passive characteristics.

While one has to imbibe and
develop these qualities, one has to
show proper adab to Allah by
making duah. That is, one seeks
Allah’s help and assistance in all
situations one encounters, know-
ing that seeking such assistance
will guarantee the best outcome
for one’s self (even though this
might not appear to be the case at
a worldly level).

It is this kind of orientation that
has helped Muslims cope with the
testing times of colonialism and
apartheid. But all history, includ-
ing our own present, as well the
personal lives of humans, is char-
acterised by its own types of tests
and so this worldview remains
perennially relevant.

This focus on fundamentals
may also explain why Shaikh
Yusuf left no Sufi order in Cape
Town.

While a renowned Sufi master,
whose order the Khalwatiyyah-
Yusuf still flourishes in Indonesia
to the present day, Cape Town was

simply not a favourable context in
which to properly train disciples in
the long and arduous Sufi path.

Rather, the goal was to keep
Islam alive, a goal in which Shaikh
Yusuf eminently succeeded.

But Shaikh Yusuf was not sim-
ply a teacher. His deep piety meant
that an aura was built around him.
In Indonesia, people used to re-
gard the betelnut leaf (sapa) that
he used to spit out after chewing
as full of blessings.

Traditionally, many Muslims in
the Cape will not proceed on Hajj
without first visiting the tomb of
Shaikh Yusuf.

There were also various mira-
cles attributed to him, the most fa-
mous being saltwater turning to
fresh water through his blessings.

One version of the story runs
that while Shaikh Yusuf was in
chains on the Voetboog, the ship
ran out of fresh water. After hear-
ing the ensuing commotion,
Shaikh Yusuf requested that just
his ankle chains be removed and
his feet be allowed to touch the
seawater.

It is said that the water around
his feet became fresh and the crew
were then able to haul it up.
Shaikh Yusuf then asked that his
chains be put back on as he had
done it not for freedom but for the
sake of Allah.

Such stories, as well as others,
give a clear indication of the es-
teem in which Shaikh Yusuf was

held by the community. As Shaikh
Seraj Hendricks emphasises, such
stories are an indication of the
place Shaikh Yusuf holds in the
symbolic memory of the Muslim
community.

And symbols are important, as
was shown in the very successful
tricentenary celebrations, in 1994,
which commemorated Shaikh
Yusuf’s arrival at the Cape.

What sort of legacy did Shaikh
Yusuf leave at the Cape?

While Shaikh Yusuf did not
leave a formal Sufi order in South
Africa, it is said that various styles
of dhikr recitation at the Cape
were inspired by him.

Oral tradition has it that he
may be responsible for the melodic
style which characterises these
recitations at the Cape, a style that
facilitates recitation.

It is also possible that the ramp-
ies (scented leaves) tradition pecu-
liar to the Cape’s Moulood
celebration can be linked to
Shaikh Yusuf.

Shaikh Yusuf also left a family
legacy at the Cape. His daughter,
who was one of the people who
accompanied him to the Cape, de-
cided to stay in this town. She had
married the Rajah of Tambora,
another exile from East India who
was resident at the Cape.

The rajah appears, in fact, to be
the first person to have written the
Quran in South Africa. The de-
scendants of the rajah and Sitti

Maroof are to be found in Cape
Town, especially in the Strand
area.

The traveller Valentijn records
that Muslims started visiting
Shaikh Yusuf’s grave very soon
after his passing, at least, it ap-
pears, from 1707.

Easter was the traditional time
for such visits as it was then that
they were allowed a few days off.

Gradually, the celebration and
honouring of Shaikh Yusuf be-
came associated with the Easter
period, and a traveller reports, for
example, in 1853, that the Macas-
sar area was full of caravan houses
and carts and wagons of all sizes,
making their way back from the
Kramat to Cape Town with
‘Malays’ dressed up beautifully for
the occasion.

Today, the Nurul Latief
Mosque of Macassar organises the
festival. In 1909, Haji Shahma-
homed developed both the kramat
and its surrounding grounds
largely as it is today.

Perhaps the most important
legacy of all is that for many Mus-
lims, both in the Cape and else-
where, Shaikh Yusuf is still a living
presence. He is regarded as a saint,
a pre-eminent wali of Allah, who
has a presence in the spiritual
world.

The numerous visitors to his
kramat, beyond all historical and
symbolic significance, still seek to
associate, in some manner, with
that presence.
Dr Rafudeen is Senior Lecturer
in the Department of Religious
Studies and Arabic at University
of South Africa (Unisa).

The teachings and legacy of Shaikh Yusuf at the Cape
Traditionally, many Muslims in the Cape will not

proceed on Hajj without first visiting the tomb of Shaikh Yusuf
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ADIEL ISMAIL
UNIVERSITY of the Western
Cape (UWC) presented its first
Gold Medal for Commitment to
Community Service to 
well-known historian from
Strand, Mr Ebrahim Rhoda.

The award, presented by the
vice-chancellor and rector of
UWC, Professor Tyrone Pretorius,
at a ceremony on December 14,
2018, was in recognition of
Rhoda’s involvement in numerous
social upliftment programmes in
the Strand community over the
past 60 years.

Rhoda’s nomination was sup-
ported by Shaikh Thafier Najjaar,
president of Islamic Council of
South Africa (ICSA), the late
Moulana Ighsaan Hendricks as
president of the MJC and Shaikh
Faadil Latief, representing the
Strand community.

In 1966, Rhoda, as part of a
community delegation, negotiated
for the four separate Muslim con-
gregations in Strand to success-
fully merge as the Strand Moslem
Council (SMC) to administer the
religious, educational, financial
and cultural affairs of the area.

The Group Areas Act forced
many families to move to Macas-
sar in the late 1960s and 1970s. In
1980, he assisted Muslims of the
area to form the Macassar
Moslem Council (MMC).

Rhoda, as treasurer, embarked
on a fundraising drive to purchase
land and build a mosque, and, in
1992, Masjidus Saa’biereen (The
mosque of the patient ones) was
completed.

Along with others, he launched
the first ever photographic exhibi-
tion of the area, on Heritage Day,
in 1996, depicting various facets
of the community: fishermen,
imams, mosques, cultural organi-
sations, religious events, rugby
and cricket teams, families, and
women and their roles.

In 2002, with other researchers,
the Cape Family Research Forum
(CFRF) was established to encour-
age people to research their ge-
nealogy and, in particular, the
slave roots.

Many families were enlisted
through the annual festivals of the
community radio station Voice of
the Cape.

Remarkably, in retirement,
after more than 30 years of teach-
ing, he enrolled for a master’s de-
gree through the University of the
Western Cape’s Recognition for
Prior Learning (RPL) programme.

In 2006, he was awarded the
Division for Lifelong Learning
(DLL) Senior Award by UWC
after completing his MA degree
cum laude, at the age of 68.

In 2009, Rhoda received the
Western Cape Provincial Arts and
Culture Award in the heritage cat-
egory.

He is the author of three books:
From Slavery to Citizenship: a
walk through the history of a
Strand community (2011), The

Strand Muslim Community: 1822
– 1966 An Historical Overview
(2014) and The Wentzels: a pio-
neering family of the Muslim
Community of the Strand (2018).

He has also presented a weekly
programme on radio, entitled
‘Roots – unveiling our heritage’.

He has delivered two confer-
ence papers on his research at
Hasanuddin University, in Indone-
sia, and was a guest speaker at the
4th Convention of Indonesian Di-
aspora at the invitation of the con-
sul-general of Indonesia.

He delivered a lecture on the
Wentzel family, at the Genealogy
Open Day of the Dutch Reformed
Church, and presented the
keynote address at the National
Archives Awareness Week Launch,
in March 2018.

Professor Faadiel Essop, of the
Department of Physiological Sci-
ences at Stellenbosch University, in
paying tribute to Rhoda, pointed
to the assistance he received with
the project at the kramat, in Faure.

‘He is an amazing person to
work with and I find him very in-
spirational; somebody I would like
to follow as a role model.’

Professor of Islamic Studies at
University of Notre Dame, in the
United States, Ebrahim Moosa,
recognised Rhoda as a pioneer in
documenting local history who de-
served recognition for his service
to the community of Strand and
Macassar.

Professor Moosa recalled with
fondness his days at Strand
Moslem Primary School, where
Rhoda was his teacher. ‘I can still
recall the passion and energy you

brought to the teaching profes-
sion.’

Offering best wishes on behalf
of Claremont Main Road Masjid,
Imam Dr Abdul Rashied Omar
prayed for Rhoda’s good health to
continue to do research and writ-
ing about the Muslim community
in the Cape. He added that Rhoda
was an inspiration and embodied
the hadith where the Prophet
(SAW) says, ‘Seek knowledge from
the cradle to the grave.’

One of the researchers who
worked with Rhoda on one his
earliest projects, Professor Susan
Newton-King, an academic at
UWC, said that Rhoda stood out
among the group of students for
his ‘explosive talent for research’
during the slave roots project.

‘You came to research the slave
roots of your own family but in
the process you uncovered a whole
community at the Strand with its
roots in Cape slavery on the sur-
rounding farms.

‘You have restored a past which
had been forgotten but, beyond
that, you have given the research
back to the people you have been
writing about, and you have used
the proceeds from the sales of your
books and pamphlets to fund
members of the community, espe-
cially widows of imams from the
Strand. It’s an act of huge dedica-
tion and generosity and I can only
honour you.’

At the age of 80, Ebrahim
Rhoda has no intention of slowing
down his genealogical research
and community involvement, giv-
ing true meaning to the phrase
‘born to serve’.

UWC presents its first gold medal to Strand historian

Professor Tyrone Pretorius, rector and vice-chancellor at University of the
 Western Cape, presenting Ebrahim Rhoda with the university’s first Gold Medal
for Commitment to Community Service, on December 14, 2018.
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Sunday is family day.. Head down to 126 Cape Kitchen & Cafe
and enjoy a delicious traditional Sunday Roast 

with all the trimmings for only
R265.00 per person. Half price for kid's under 12 years.

12:30 - 3pm
6:30pm - 10pm

Sunday Roast
Family Day

Please contact us to reserve your table. 
Tell: 021 481 3700

Email: hiltoncapetown_126ckc@hilton.com

HILTON CAPE TOWN CITY CENTRE
126 Buitengracht Street, Cape Town, 8001, South Africa

Indulge in a selection of North Indian curries 
Thursdays from 6:30 pm until 10:30 pm

R215.00 
per person

Currylicious Buffet
Delicious

Please contact us to reserve your table. 
Tell: 021 481 3700

Email: hiltoncapetown_126ckc@hilton.com

HILTON CAPE TOWN CITY CENTRE
126 Buitengracht Street, Cape Town, 8001, South Africa

Join us at 126 Cape Kitchen & Cafe for a romantic Cape Malay
influenced 3 course set menu dinner.

HILTON CAPE TOWN CITY CENTRE
126 Buitengracht Street, Cape Town, 8001, South Africa

CONTACT US TO RESERVE YOUR TABLE:
T: +27-21-4813700 / E:hiltoncapetown_126ckc@hilton.comR285.00

PER PERSON

STARTING FROM

Spoil her this

Valentines Day
 at Hilton Cape Town
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IN the previous article, I
 discussed maintenance for a wife
on divorce. In this edition I will
focus on the child’s right to
 maintenance, contact and care on
divorce.

The position differs  between Is-
lamic law and the canon of South
African law.

It is important to remember
that even though I elaborate on
the provisions of Islamic law, as
Muslims living in South Africa, we
are bound to uphold the South
African law, and it is only the lat-
ter system that is legally enforce-
able.

In Islamic law, although both
parents share the responsibility for
caring and raising children, the fa-
ther is the one who is legally re-
sponsible for the financial
maintenance (nafaqah) of each of
his children.

The father’s responsibility is ac-
cording to his means.

The father is also regarded as
the legal guardian of the children.

Islam distinguishes between

guardianship and custody, and in
the case of divorce, the mother is
considered the custodian of the
child until the child reaches a cer-
tain age.

The age differs according to the
various schools of law.

There is a presumption that
custody (hadhanah) of infants and
young children rests with the
mother.

Breastfeeding is recommended
up until two years.

Should the couple divorce dur-
ing these early years then it is the
father’s obligation to provide both
spousal and child maintenance.

After the child has reached the
age of two, the different legal
schools differ on who should have
custody of the child.

The Maliki position is that the
mother has custody of a son until
he reaches puberty, and the daugh-
ter until she marries.

Shaafii and Hanafi schools take
into account the wishes of the
child at an age when they are con-
sidered capable of making a deci-
sion about custody.

However, this is only one of the
factors considered as the custodian
parent has to be physically and
morally fit for the role.

According to the Hanbali
school, children of either gender
should be with their mother until
the age of seven, after which time

they can express their preference.
The father as the guardian of the
child remains liable for the finan-
cial maintenance of the child, irre-
spective of whether he is the
custodian parent or not.

In terms of South African law,
the Children’s Act 38 of 2005 does
away with terms like ‘custody’ and
‘access’, and replaces it with new
terms.

‘Custody’ is replaced with the
term ‘care’, and ‘access’ is replaced
by the term ‘contact’.

The child has a right to care
from both parents, and parents
have a corresponding duty to pro-
vide that care.

The term ‘contact’ refers to
maintaining a personal relation-
ship with the child, communicat-
ing regularly and visiting the child
when the child lives with someone
else.

The best interest of the child is
the overarching consideration
when dealing with matters per-
taining to the child.

Insofar as guardianship is con-
cerned, the parents are usually
joint guardians and are called the
‘natural guardians’, irrespective of
whether they are married by South
African law or Islamic law.

A natural guardian has a duty
to support his or her children and
both guardians have to consent to
the child’s marriage, to the child’s

adoption, to the child’s departure
or removal from the country, to
the child’s application for a pass-
port and to the sale of any immov-
able property owned by the child.

Guardians also assist or repre-
sent the child in administrative,
contractual or other legal matters
as well as in safeguarding the
child’s property and property in-
terests.

In South African law, both par-
ents in a Muslim marriage have
the responsibility to care for the
child, to maintain contact with the
child, to act as the child’s
guardians and to contribute to the
child’s maintenance according to
their means.

Upon divorce by Muslim rites,
both parents continue to have full
rights and responsibilities towards
their child.

Hence, each parent has to con-
tribute to the child’s maintenance
according to his or her means.

This duty continues until the
child is self-supporting.

This support includes food,
clothing, housing, medical and
dental expenses, and education.

In the event that one of the par-
ents defaults on paying mainte-
nance towards the child’s upkeep,
the other parent can approach the
local maintenance court for assis-
tance.

The maintenance clerk will as-
sist in drawing up a maintenance
spreadsheet that contains all the
information regarding the income
and the expenditure for the plain-
tiff and the children, and will
hopefully assist with instituting a

maintenance claim against the de-
faulting parent.

Alternatively, the parent can
seek the advice of a family law at-
torney to assist with instituting a
maintenance claim against the de-
faulting parent.

If there is any dispute between
the parents of a child regarding
maintenance or contact and care
of the child, then the matter must
first be referred for mediation to a
family advocate, a social worker, a
mediator, or any other qualified
person, before resorting to the
court.

Only if one of the parents re-
fuses to engage in discussions
about a parenting plan, should the
court be approached.

The parents should work to-
gether with the mediator or quali-
fied professional to draw up a
parenting plan that will regulate
all matters pertaining to the chil-
dren.

The parenting plan must be in
writing and signed by the parties
to the agreement, and may be reg-
istered with the family advocate or
made an order of court.

I would encourage all parents
who are going through a divorce
to enter into mediation in order to
reach agreement on a parenting
plan that will be in the best inter-
est of their children.
Advocate Fatimah Essop has a
degree in Islamic Law and Arabic
from International Peace College
South Africa (Ipsa) and is
 currently a lecturer and PhD
 candidate in Law at University of
Cape Town (UCT). 

Maintenance for children on divorce
In part 11 of our series, ADVOCATE FATIMAH ESSOP focuses
on the rights of children after divorce from both Islamic and
South African law perspectives.
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VANESSA RIVERA 
DE LA FUENTE

AN experienced traveller knows
that the best part of leaving is
coming back. I am happy to start
another year writing here again,
after a necessary break, since
writing is the way I maintain my
strong ties with my critical spirit
and my spiritual home, Cape
Town.

Let me start with this. At the
end of last year, I was teaching a
course on Gender, Women and
Islam for social sciences students
at a college in Mexico. One of the
questions I was often asked was:
Madam, is God a she?

According to the Quran, Allah
does not have a gender; is not a
man, not a woman, not a thing. It
is not possible to compare Allah
with anything created. Surah 112
says that God is ‘... the One God,
the Everlasting Refuge, who has
not begotten nor has been begot-
ten...’ God is One, everything cre-
ated is a godly manifestation. God
is everything, and in everything
there is something of God: you
and I, the dawn and the flight of
the birds, the thousands of vari-
eties of orchids, the sublime design
of the snowflakes, the joy and the
sadness, the anger and the calm.

God is eternal; nothing in this
world can contain or express such
magnificence. God speaks clearly
to us in the Quran about the all-
encompassing and non-generic di-
vine nature in Surah 24: ‘Allah is
the light of the heavens and the

earth … Light upon light.’
If God is the light, a radiant

light whose merciful glow em-
braces everything, then, I wonder:
Why is it mandatory to use the
masculine ‘He’ when referring to
God? Why is using ‘She’ taken as
linguistic rebellion? God is gender-
neutral, there should be no prob-
lem in referring to God as ‘She’.

A few days ago, I came across a
text of Nahida S Nisa called Pro-
nouns, where she says that in her
mother tongue, ‘Everyone has one
pronoun, the same pronoun, ad-
justed to singular or to plural or to
familiarity. That’s a true neutral.’
Nahida states that the fondness in
using ‘He’ when referring to God,

is due to the limitations of lan-
guage and the shortcomings of be-
lievers. ‘You don’t know language.
You only speak primitive lan-
guages that rely on gendered pro-
nouns. English. Arabic. French.
Primitive, just like you. You will
never understand that as long as
She exists – and you have tried
very hard to erase her existence –
He will never be neutral...’

She has a point. Our languages
are poor in comparison to God.

There is no obligation for Muslims
to refer to God as He. Ibn al-
Arabi, a prominent 12th century
Islamic philosopher, said, ‘I some-
times employ the feminine pro-
noun in addressing Allah, keeping
in view The Essence.’

Shahla Khan Salter, in her arti-
cle ‘Inside Allah, The One Divine
Mother And The Conscience Of
Islam’ states that the words rooted
in rahma that describe the main
attributes of Allah (The Compas-

sionate and The Merciful) express
the feminine side of the Divine.

‘Al Rahman and Al Raheem di-
rectly emanate from The Divine
Feminine. Why? Because, it is
from the root of these words, Al
Rahman and Al Raheem, that we
discover a direct correlation to
The Divine Feminine specifically
from the word, ‘rhm’ which means
womb.’

So, in Islam, God has no gender
nor human form so the pronoun
‘She’ should be considered equally
projective of God’s nature. Even if
we are humanly guided by lan-
guage, there is a powerful femi-
nine expression in the
fundamental divine attributes.

So, what is the problem?
It is not God, of course. Maybe

believers who live in patriarchal
societies where the masculine is
seen as the preferred gender over
the feminine?

Believers who have scholars
and preachers who pollute the sa-
cred notion of Touheed with the
arrogance of his male chauvinism?
Believers who disobey God and
stay repeating what they are told,
with no further reflection?

Think about it. God is also a
She. Her mercy encompasses all
things. This should not be contro-
versial.
Vanessa Rivera de la Fuente is a
global consultant in gender,
human rights and development,
and describes herself as a Muslim
feminist. Your comments and
feedback are valued. Email her
at: vrivera.de@gmail.com

I was asked: Madam, is God a she?

Vanessa Rivera de la Fuente.
Photo SUPPLIED

In the article, the writer argues that Allah does not have a gender and it is not
possible to compare Allah with anything created. She quotes another writer who
asserts, ‘You will never understand that as long as She exists – and you have
tried very hard to erase her existence – He will never be neutral...’
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NASEEMA MALL
DURBAN based South African
Muslim Network (Samnet)
 recently launched an online
 survey to assess the participation
of the South African Muslim
community in politics and
 elections.

According to Samnet’s chair-
person, Dr Faisal Suliman, they
‘wanted to gauge in more than just
an anecdotal fashion, the attitude
of Muslims and if it has changed
over the past 24 years, regarding
participation in political processes.

‘This includes joining and par-
ticipating within political parties
and the attitude to voting given
what has transpired in the country
and the growth of new parties,
and the fall from grace of others.’

Generally, poor participation in
politics by the Muslim community
has been a concern for some time.
Suliman explains, ‘By and large,
Muslims have lagged behind other
communities in terms of joining
political parties, particularly since
1994 and attending branch level
meetings of political parties.

‘Certainly, in terms of a sub-
group, the proportion of Muslims
involved is lower than most other
population subgroups.

Some of this is due to the fact
that some theological bodies had
until recently adopted the attitude
that it is not permissible for Mus-
lims to take part in voting or po-
litical processes in a country that
is secular or does not have a Mus-
lim government.

‘That has now changed as most
theological bodies say it is permis-
sible for Muslims to participate in

our political processes.’
Suliman also expressed his con-

cern for the lack of youth partici-
pation in politics.

‘The “born free” generation,
particularly from the Indian and
Muslim population subgroups,
have lagged behind in voting while
the ‘fees must fall’ campaign did
see some participation from Mus-
lims in demonstrations.

‘By and large, Muslims have
been conspicuous by our absence,
and especially the youth. The
youth now seem to be preoccupied
more with materialistic interests
and sport/ entertainment. Muslims
are not a homogeneous commu-
nity and therefore these are broad
generalisations but, on the whole,
correct,’ he said.

Comparing this to South
Africa’s struggle years and the cur-
rent lack of drive, Suliman says,

‘During the apartheid era, many
Muslims were at the forefront of
participating with the ANC and,
to some extent, the PAC and the
UDM.

‘Many were active in joining
political parties against the
apartheid regime. Since our
democracy, we have seen a waning
interest within the Muslim com-
munity although, of course, Mus-
lims are not a homogeneous
community.

‘We see an indication of this
through the lack of success of
Muslim political parties, such as
the failure of the Africa Muslim
Party to take off and the dismal
performance of Al Jama’ah. It may
also be the fact that, in the past,
many theologians were saying it is
not permissible to participate in
politics.

‘There is no general or organ-

ised mobilisation of the Muslim
community. Samnet, as part of our
core function, has been doing ed-
ucational programmes on social
media and meetings where we
have hosted politicians and, most
recently, on the 9th of January,
2019, joined Deputy Minister of
Basic Education, Mr Enver Surty,
as part of an ongoing political ed-
ucational process.

‘We have hosted President Cyril
Ramaphosa, Minister Lindiwe
Sisulu and various mayors of the
eThekwini Municipality and en-
courage other organisations to do
similar.

‘Our voter education pro-
grammes and videos are an ongo-
ing educational effort. However,
there is no other organisation re-
ally doing education or mobilisa-
tion within the Muslim
community.’

Reflecting on the current status
of participation, Suliman says,
‘The Muslim community has be-
come more insular since 1994. I
think the Muslim community has
huge challenges within itself
namely, socio-economic and polit-
ical issues, and now with the tak-
ing of radical positions vis-a-vis
the Middle East and countries that
are supportive of either Syria,
Libya or Iran.

‘We have seen a growing of tak-
firism within the Muslim commu-
nity brought to the fore by the
Shia-Sunni paradigm. We have
seen a lot of race and financial
based schisms within the Muslim
community, especially the African
Muslim population in the town-
ships, who feel marginalised by
their more affluent Muslim
brethren. While Muslims have
grown and continue to grow in so-
cial welfare and relief, in other
areas of development within the
Muslim community we have a lot
of work to do.

‘This involves a joint effort by
theologians, Muslim media, aca-
demics and thought leaders on a
vast educational programme as
well as the use of resources, such
as Muslim media, the mosques
and religious gatherings to talk
more about day-to-day and socio-
political issues within the Muslim
community as it affects all South
Africans.’

At the time of going to print,
the survey was still running hence
the omission of survey results.
You could participate in the
 survey by going
to www.samnet.co.za/2018/11/16
/political-survey/

Samnet’s survey to gauge Muslim participation in politics and elections

Durban-based NGO, Samnet, has launched an online survey to assess the  participation of Muslims in politics and elections.
Photo 123RF.COM
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THE all-new Toyota GR Supra,
the fifth generation of Toyota’s
legendary sports car and the first
global GR model to be produced
by Toyota GAZOO Racing, has
made its world debut at the
North American International
Auto Show in Detroit.

Conceived as a sports car in its
purest form, the new Toyota GR
Supra builds on the heritage of
Toyota’s past Supra generations
and the 2000GT sports car with
its classic layout of a front-
mounted, straight-six engine driv-
ing the rear wheels.

Driving enthusiasts can look
forward to an exhilarating blend
of power, agility and precision
handling, achieved thanks to the
car’s combination of a short
wheelbase and wide track, light
weight, low centre of gravity and
highly rigid body.

The 3.0-litre engine benefits
from a twin-scroll turbocharger
and produces 250kW and 500Nm
of torque.

Coupled to an eight-speed au-
tomatic transmission, it is charac-
terised by smooth and powerful
acceleration, with large amounts
of torque available across the full
range of engine speeds.

Toyota GAZOO Racing was
instrumental in honing the new
sports car’s performance, working
extensively on the famous Nür-
burgring Nordschleife and sur-

rounding roads in Germany in
order to achieve the most agile,
stable and rewarding handling.

Further testing was carried out
on roads around the world, in-
cluding in Australia with chief en-
gineer Tetsuya Tada.

To be certain that the car deliv-
ered on its promise, Toyota presi-
dent Akio Toyoda put it to the test
at the Nürburgring in his role as a
master driver before giving it the
final green light.

Toyoda said he had developed
his craft as a master driver by
spending countless hours driving
an old Supra at the Nürburgring.

Toyota’s great sports car her-
itage is referenced in the design of
the new Toyota GR Supra.

The landmark 2000GT’s influ-
ence is evident in the long bonnet,
compact body and double-bubble
roof, while the distinctive look of
the fourth generation Supra is cap-
tured with its muscular rear wings
and the arc of the integrated
spoiler.

The new Toyota GR Supra also
shares the same classic sports car
format of a powerful front-
mounted six-cylinder engine and
rear-wheel drive as its celebrated
predecessors.

Toyota Supra chief designer
Nobuo Nakamura gave his team a
simple brief around the concept of
‘Condensed Extreme’, ensuring
they were free to express their vi-
sion of a pure and individual

sports car in a truly original de-
sign.

Nakamura’s vision for an indis-
putably modern design that
evoked the romance of classic
sports car styling resulted in a car
that approached the limits of what
could be manufactured in higher
volume, in particular the powerful
curves of the rear.

In the finished design, the ‘Con-
densed’ theme is evident in the re-
lationship between the Toyota GR
Supra’s large-diameter tyres, short
wheelbase and overall length.

The wheelbase is shorter than
in the 86 coupe, and the tyres are
larger.

‘Extreme’ is interpreted in the
car’s wide stance, with tight cabin
proportions and a wide track, con-
tributing to a high level of ma-
noeuvrability and stability.

The design was precisely calcu-
lated to achieve both optimum
drag and lift characteristics, and
an ideal front/ rear weight bal-
ance.

At the rear, the arching lip
spoiler has been optimised to sup-
press lift, while a trapezoidal
shape to the rear bumper gener-
ates a sense of movement down
and out towards the tyres.

The driver’s cockpit in the new
Toyota GR Supra neatly combines
traditional GT elements with
ultra-modern functionality. De-
signed to help the driver focus en-

tirely on the business of driving, it
is directly influenced by the layout
found in single-seater race cars.

An asymmetric centre console
marks a clear division between the
enveloping driver’s cockpit and the
more open passenger side of the
Toyota GR Supra’s cabin.

The boot space is large enough
for two people’s luggage for a
weekend away and can be ex-
tended with a removable panel at
the back of the cabin.

The performance heart of the
new Toyota GR Supra is its 3.0-
litre in-line six-cylinder engine,
producing up to 250kW and 500
Nm of torque. It is fitted with a
twin-scroll turbocharger, high-pre-
cision direct fuel injection and
continuously variable valve con-
trol that secure segment-leading
torque performance from very low
revs.

The powerful, well-balanced,
smooth and light revving engine
delivers an exhilarating accelera-
tion feel.

A Launch Control function en-
ables powerful acceleration from
standstill with maximum traction,
helping the car move from rest to
100 km/h in just 4,3 seconds.

The new Toyota GR Supra will
be launched in South Africa in
mid-2019.

All vehicles will be built in
Graz, Austria.
Courtesy MotorPress

The legend returns: Toyota GR Supra makes world debut

Toyota’s legendary sports car has returned with an exhilarating blend of power,
agility and precision handling. Its 3-litre  engine benefits from a 
twin-scroll turbocharger and produces 250kW and 500Nm of torque. Coupled to
an eight-speed  automatic transmission, it is characterised by smooth and
 powerful acceleration that will get you from 0 to 100 km/h in just 4,3 seconds.

Photo MOTORPRESS
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VOLKSWAGEN Group South Africa
(VWSA) ended 2018 as the market leader
of the passenger car segment in South
Africa for the eighth consecutive year, with
total sales of 83 449 units (Volkswagen –
74 396 and Audi – 9 053) and an overall
market share of 22,9 per cent.

The Volkswagen brand was number 1 in
the South African passenger car market,
with a market share of 19,8 per cent.

The locally-produced, sixth-generation
Polo, which was launched in January 2018,
ended the year with 24 502 in sales.

With sales of 25 641, the only other
model that topped Polo sales in the passen-
ger car market was the Polo Vivo, which has
been the best-selling passenger car in South
Africa since 2010. Both models accounted
for a 40,5 per cent share of the segment and
14,2 per cent share of the total passenger
car market in 2018.

Volkswagen’s popular SUV, the Tiguan,
increased sales by 2 120 as compared to
2017 to end off 2018 with 6 306 units and

a respectable market share of 15,8 per cent
in its segment.

The Golf showed dominance with 4 508
of the hatches sold last year and an impres-
sive 32,5 per cent market share in its seg-
ment.

Volkswagen’s sales were supported by a
strong performance of the dealer channel,
which accounted for the 70 per cent of the
total sales.

Despite tough times in the premium seg-
ment, Audi remained resolute in spite of a
relatively quiet year in terms of new models
launched locally.

Audi maintained a market share of 17
per cent in the premium segment in 2018,
with total sales of 9 053 units.

The Audi A3 range remained the highest

selling range, with 2 878 vehicles sold across
all models.

The range is represented by the Audi A3
Sedan, A3 Sportback and A3 Cabriolet,
with the Sedan and Sportback having sold
1 425 and 1 409 units, respectively.

The Audi A4 range followed closely be-
hind, having sold a total of 1 502 units dur-
ing 2018.

Another impressive feat came in the form
of Audi Sport sales for 2018, where the
brand managed to increase the sales of their
high performance brand by 29,3 per cent
versus 2017.

Despite a moderately declining commer-
cial vehicle market, Volkswagen Commer-
cial Vehicles managed to increase sales year
on year, from 8 516 in 2017 to 8 567 sales
in 2018, an increase of 0,6 per cent.

VW leads local passenger car market sales

Volswagen Commercial Vehicles recorded an
 increase in its December sales across the board,
with the Amorok also recording its highest sales
in that month. Photo MOTORPRESS

The Polo Vivo, VW’s top selling passenger  vehicle
since 2010, was again Volkswagen’s most popular
passenger vehicle in 2018.

Photo MOTORPRESS

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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Volkswagen Commercial Vehi-
cles finished off 2018 strong, with
December seeing the highest total
sales figure for the year (all sales
channels) of 1 076 units. Decem-
ber also saw the highest dealer
sales figure for the year of 664
units, highest rental deliveries for
the year of 329 units and the high-
est Amarok dealer sales for the
year of 312 units.

Volkswagen Group South
Africa sold 89 886 vehicles in the
total vehicle market.

‘2018 was a tough year for the
local new passenger car market
due to fragile and weak economic
circumstances. VWSA’s strong
sales performance, led by Polo
and Polo Vivo, showed that cus-
tomers always choose brands that
they can trust and offer them bet-
ter value for money.

‘2019 will be another challeng-
ing year for the South African au-
tomotive industry due to local and
international economic and socio-
political uncertainties,’ said
Thomas Schaefer, managing direc-
tor and chairman: Volkswagen
Group South Africa.

‘We remain positive that our
new SUV models, such as Volk-
swagen T-Cross and Audi Q8
planned to be launched this year,
will ensure that VWSA maintains
its market leadership in the local
passenger car segment in 2019,’
added Schaefer.

Courtesy MotorPress

STATISTICS on the number of
crashes and fatalities on South
African roads for the 2018/ 2019
festive season were released on
Wednesday, January 16.

There was a 5,6 per cent in-
crease in the death toll compared
to the same period last year.

At the press briefing, the Trans-
port Minister, Dr Blade Nzimande,
provided a number of reasons for
the high death toll, including
drinking and driving, recklessness
and negligence, such as unsafe
overtaking, distraction, fatigue,
unroadworthy vehicles and stray
animals.

The managing director of Mas-
terDrive, Eugene Herbert, says it is
noteworthy that the highest num-
ber of deaths occurred amongst
passengers.

‘While there are various reasons
for this, now is a good time to also
consider the role of passengers in
ensuring they make it to their des-
tination safely.

‘The misconception that only
front passengers need to wear a
seatbelt persists. Every passenger
needs to make a point to wear
their safety belt, and drivers
should also check that everyone is
buckled up before even starting
the car.

‘Passengers also need to play
their role in assisting the driver.
This can be as a second set of eyes,
reducing distractions for the driver
or ensuring that they stop regu-

larly for breaks.
‘If a passenger is not confident

in the way their driver is driving,
rather express your concern rather
than lose your life. Road safety is
the responsibility of every road
user and should be given the high-
est priority by all.’

Additionally, Nzimande was
also concerned about the number
of crashes involving buses and
taxis.

‘Bus and other public transport
drivers are responsible for hun-
dreds of lives yet, face many more

challenges than the average mo-
torist. It is for this reason that
MasterDrive is focusing their at-
tention on this important sector of
transport with their new Master-
Bus programme in the coming
year.’

Once again, reckless driving is
playing a major role in the tragedy
on the roads. ‘We repeatedly stress
the importance of each driver ac-
cepting responsibility for their
own role in the state of our roads.

‘Until each organisation and
person commits to obeying the

laws of the road, driving courte-
ously and puts genuine effort into
becoming a safe driver, we are un-
likely to ever see any real and con-
sistent change to these statistics.

‘It is a pity that we have re-
gressed from the improvements
seen last year. It is even more tragic
that so many lives will be affected
by the state of the roads this festive
season.

Our thoughts and condolences
go out to every person who lost a
loved one,’ says Herbert.

Courtesy MotorPress

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14 Festive season road fatalities: passengers worst affected

Some of the many reasons for the increase in road fatalities over the past festive season are recklessness, unsafe
 overtaking, fatigue, unroadworthy vehicles and stray animals on the road. Photo MOTORPRESS
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AYESHA ALLIE
AFRIKANER nationalist
 academics played a huge role in
the deliberate process to keep the
Afrikaans language viewed as
Dutch, said Professor Hein
Willemse at the launch of the
book, Die Afrikaans van die
Kaapse Moslems (The Afrikaans
of the Cape Muslims), which
took place at the Paarl Afrikaans
Taal Museum, recently.
Willemse, head of literature in

the Department of Afrikaans at
University of Pretoria, based the
book on research into early
Afrikaans by the late Bo-Kaap his-
torian, Dr Achmat Davids, and
that formed the basis of his Mas-
ter’s thesis, The Afrikaans of the
Cape Muslims, in which Davids
challenged the views held by
Afrikaner nationalists that
Afrikaans was the language of
white people only.
Willemse said that during the

1980s, Davids was asked to do re-
search into the relationship be-
tween Boorhaanol Islam Masjid,
the Afrikaans language and Bo-
Kaap.
‘The request followed after the

imam of the masjid started to de-
liver sermons in English which led
to dissatisfaction amongst the con-
gregation.
‘The older members of the con-

gregation were used to the lan-
guage of Arabic-Afrikaans.
‘While prayers were read in

Arabic, the sermons were deliv-
ered in Afrikaans.
‘The delivery of sermons in

English broke a tradition of more

than 150 years and the imam was
forced to revert to Arabic-
Afrikaans,’ Willemse noted.
According to him, the tensions

caused by the use of the language
in the mosque was a result of the
socio-political events and class, es-
pecially in the central and north-
ern parts of the country, where the
language of Afrikaans was seen as
part of oppression.
He said that the then political

situation in the country also led to
political activists and Afrikaans-
speaking activists distancing them-
selves from the language.
He said that the older genera-

tion had a clear understanding of
the complexity of their history and
language, and knew that the exis-
tence of Afrikaans in Bo-Kaap was
not the cause of the then political

unrest but that the language had
been deeply embedded in the com-
munity for centuries.
‘They knew that the Afrikaans

which they and their parents
spoke, were formed from the
mouths of people who came from
all over, such as Europe, Africa
and South East Asia,’ commented
Willemse.
‘The people of the Bo-Kaap

grew up with words such as, ja-
mang, barakah, trammakasie,
maningal, labarang, pwasa, maaf,
slamat [toilet, blessing, thank you,
die, Eid, fast, excuse me, congrat-
ulations], which were not recog-
nised in the Afrikaans language
but these words are indeed
Afrikaans.’
The book includes texts written

in the Arabic alphabet which,

when spoken, sound like
Afrikaans.
Willemse pointed out that the

texts revealed the ‘oldest dialect of
Afrikaans’ that was recorded in
the old colonial slave quarter
known as Bo-Kaap.
He said that the book also re-

vealed that Afrikaans was not the
history of only one group of peo-
ple.
‘The slave community from

South-East Asia made a great con-
tribution to this language.
‘The imams of the Bo-Kaap,

such as Abu Bakr Effendi and oth-
ers, were writing Afrikaans in Ara-
bic as early as in the 1820s,’ he
noted.
Willemse said that Davids’s re-

search proved that the imams used
Afrikaans with great dignity.
He pointed out that Davids had

criticised the single column at the

Taal Monument, in Paarl, which
described the Malays’ contribu-
tion to Afrikaans, as insignificant.
It failed to give prominence to the
fundamental contribution made to
Afrikaans by slaves from South-
East Asia.
Davids, he said, was of the view

that the Afrikaans Taal Monu-
ment should have been situated in
the mosque in the Bo-Kaap, not in
Paarl.
Willemse described Bo-Kaap

and District Six as an Afrikaans
‘hotspot’ with an influential diver-
sity where the culture, language
and religion of the people of the
Cape were interbred and blended
together.
He concluded that had Davids

been alive today, he would have
been in the forefront of protests
against the gentrification of Bo-
Kaap.

New book reveals Muslim roots of Afrikaans

Family members of the late Dr Achmat Davids were also present at the launch of
the book Die Afrikaans van die Kaapse Moslems, which took place at the Paarl
Afrikaans Taal Museum, recently. From left to right are Faadiel Solomons,
 Shaheen Davids, Janap Solomons, Gaironeesa Samuels (Davids) and Mohammad
Davids. Photo ACHMAT PATEL
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AMINA WAGGIE
MISSION Dawah South Africa,
established in 2014 by Suhayl
Schroeder and Natheer
 Hendricks, has been taking
dawah to the next level in
 teaching others about Islam.

They have been doing this by
taking the information to the peo-
ple instead of waiting for the peo-
ple to come to them.

This strategy has proved suc-
cessful for Mission Dawah UK, a
division of the Islamic Educational
Research Association (IERA), who
goes out to spread dawah in the
crowded streets of their city, which
initially inspired Mission Dawah
SA, and thus they formed the
South African branch of the UK
organisation.

‘We are an organisation that
propagates Islam to non-Muslims.
Our main aim is to interact with
non-Muslims and ask them about
Islam, their thoughts on their own
religion and their purpose in life.

‘We tell them about Islam as an
alternative to what they actually
believe in at that moment,’ said
Ebraheem Jabaar, chairperson of
Mission Dawah SA.

The dawah that Mission
Dawah SA does is considered to
be different to the norm. Most
dawah organisations hold aware-
ness programmes, events at
mosques and presentations that
require non-Muslims to go to
wherever the event or programme
is being held.

Such dawah organisations also
give dawah in townships and im-
poverished areas where knowl-
edge about Islam is limited or even
non-existent. Mission Dawah SA,
on the other hand, focuses on pub-
lic spaces, such as the streets in
town, where there is always a lot
of people walking around.

They set up a table and then in-
teract with the people directly. The
advantage of this approach is that
they don’t have to wait for people
to attend programmes because
they are taking dawah to the com-
munity, and they believe that this
is more inclusive, direct and acces-
sible.

On the last Friday or Saturday
of every month, depending on the
availability of the team members,
they either go to Long Street,
Wynberg Main Road or
Cavendish, where they’ll set up
their table and stay from about
2pm until 6pm. They have also
gone to parks, such as Green Point
Park and Maynardville Park.

The organisation consists of six
core members, and people who
help out on a voluntary basis, de-
pending on their availability. Most
of their members are university
students and students who are
doing Islamic studies.

Basic dawah training is pro-
vided by the organisation, which
equips the team members with the
knowledge and necessary tools
needed to approach people, ask
and answer questions in both a re-
spectful and an Islamically edu-
cated manner.

‘The dawah training is quite
simple. We use the acronym
Gorap, which stands for God,
oneness, revelations and prophet-
hood. This is what we use as the
basis for our dawah,’ said Jabaar.

Some of the new volunteers feel
a bit intimidated about giving
dawah, especially when they start
out. However, Mission Dawah SA
offers them pamphlets which ex-
plain in simple terms how to start
giving dawah.

They also have ‘dawah shad-
owing’ which is where volunteers
can observe experienced da’i (per-
sons who give dawah) so that they
can learn from them. The volun-
teers start out with something sim-
ple, such as handing out flyers or
pamphlets.

‘Once a man came to us and
said that he was looking every-
where for something like this. He
had researched about Islam for a
while and he just happened to

walk in the street and see the table
where they were preaching about
Islam.

‘To think about it, we only have
a table once a month and it was
like that table was set out just for
that person to come there,’ said
Jabaar.

The organisation has two aims
– one is to ensure that the organi-
sation does not remain stagnant
but keeps progressing to achieve
greater things.

Ultimately, their aim is to ex-
pand their organisation to the
point that it stretches across South
Africa.

Their short-term goal is to go
to townships that have had little
or no exposure to the message of
Islam.

Their long-term goal is to cover
the whole of South Africa in terms
of going around to communities
that Islam has not yet reached.

They are in the process of being
registered as an organisation, after
which they will open a bank ac-
count for donations.
If you would like to know more
about Mission Dawah SA, you
may contact them via their email
address:
info@missiondawah.co.za or call
076 789 5419.
You can also follow them on
 social media – Facebook: Mission
Dawah South Africa, Twitter:
@missiondawahsa, Isntagram:
missiondawahsa or check their
website: missiondawah.co.za

Mission Dawah SA takes Islam
to the bustling streets of Cape Town

Suhayl Schroeder, dawah team leader of Mission Dawah SA, engaged in a dawah
conversation with a stranger in Claremont, Cape Town. The organisation keeps
track of the interactions they have at every session so that they are able to
 measure the progress that the organisation is making at the different locations. If
anyone takes their shahadah by them, they note the person’s contact details and
put them in touch with the mosque closest to them and to an organisation, like
Discover Islam, that can address the needs of the new Muslim.

Photo SUPPLIED

IMAGINE a course that you
only have to attend once a
week, for one year, yet
 empowers you with the
 fundamentals of Islamic
 knowledge. At the very least, it
leaves you with the basics
which will suffice you for the
rest of your life. But, if you
also wish to pursue further
 Islamic studies then it is the
ideal course for you.

Commencing in February
2019, The Shaykh Abadi Insti-
tute will offer this unique course
at Auwal Masjid, in Bo-Kaap.

At The Shaykh Abadi Insti-
tute, we designed this course
aimed at answering many basic
yet pertinent questions. Cur-
rently, our community boasts a
number of impressive pro-
grammes where various Islamic
texts are studied and analysed in
depth.

While these offerings are im-
pressive and necessary, under-
standing the basics can easily be
lost upon the student. We recog-
nise that many people might
have had their last exposure to
Islamic studies at primary or
high school.

Therefore, answering these
basic, unanswered questions is a
must; more so, in an age where
religion has taken a back seat in
many of our lives, and our sense
of connection to and confidence
in Islam has waned. This has re-
sulted in many being unable to
assert an Islamic identity or con-
fidently represent Islam.

To fill this gap in our commu-
nity, The Shaykh Abadi Institute
is offering an original and inno-
vative course ready to answer
those basic questions and culti-
vate a confident Islamic identity.

Our study approach is ab-
solutely unique as the prophetic
history forms the core subject of
our curriculum. More interest-
ingly, it is also used as the
method of instruction to study
the traditional sciences of Is-
lamic belief, jurisprudence and
ethics.

Think about it. All our tenets
of faith, laws of jurisprudence
and ethics were conveyed by the
Messenger, peace be upon him,
and are therefore embedded in
the Prophetic history. Thus, it
stands to reason that if we wish
to address the basics, we need to
go to the point from which the
basics emerged. That point is the
Prophetic history.

A bonus offering will be ex-
pert training in eloquent Arabic
expression to develop a height-

ened level of confidence in Ara-
bic reading. Through learning
how to express the daily prayers
and forms of remembrance cor-
rectly, it will immediately impact
the learners’ quality of worship
and devotion.

At its heart, The Shaykh
Abadi Institute strives to pre-
serve our heritage for a brighter
future.

We recognise that, in the
Cape, our heritage is a result of
dedicated efforts to build a fu-
ture for Islam, in spite of the
challenging circumstances our
forefathers faced. They dedi-
cated their lives to preserving
the Islamic legacy of which they
were products so that the gener-
ations that followed would con-
tinue to walk in the footsteps of
Islam which they walked.

In this spirit, Auwal Masjid
has chosen to name the institute
after one of our local heroes and
legends, Shaikh Muhammad
Salih Abadi. He was a man who
dedicated his life to the preser-
vation of Islam and the message
of the Holy Quran.

This year marks 20 years
since his passing. He was not
blessed with offspring of his
own but had many students
who filled this space during his
lifetime. The Shaykh Abadi In-
stitute is hereby launched to
keep his legacy alive in the
broader community.

He was a man who lived a
strict life, following the way of
the Prophet, peace be upon him,
with firm conviction in his be-
lief, adhering to the laws of
Islam and known to have had an
exemplary character.

Shaikh Muhammad Salih
Abadi embodied the main fea-
tures of our course and, through
it, we endeavour to restore our
Islamic legacy which inspired
our forefathers at the Cape to
preserve and leave behind the
‘living (Islamic) heritage’ we
enjoy today.

For any inquiries and to reg-
ister for this exciting and inno-
vative course, please email us at
sh.abadi.inst@gmail.com or
send a whatsapp message to
0792795049.

Do not hesitate. Take the
step. Develop yourself. Learn all
the fundamentals of your reli-
gion, once and for all, and equip
yourself with the tools to ex-
press yourself confidently, with
informed knowledge. There is
no time like now!

Issued by the
Darul Ubayy Centre

Course in fundamentals of Islam
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THE Cape Town Islamic
 Educational Centre (CTIEC)
 organised an inspirational event
in honour of Prophet
 Muhammad (SAW).

The Grand Moulood 1440
took place on Sunday, January 27,
2019, which was attended by hun-
dreds of devotees from across the
City of Cape Town, including a
few guests from the Gauteng and
KwaZulu-Natal regions.

The proceedings got underway
with the Cape Town March For
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) to
mark the auspicious occasion of
the birth of the Holy Prophet.

Under the umbrella of CTIEC,
led by Moulana Sayed Imraan
Shah Ziyaee and the CTIEC
ulama, the peaceful walk pro-
ceeded from CTIEC to the subur-
ban part of the area, through 11th
Avenue, Eagle Park, and climaxed
at Masjidul Kareem Centre.

Carrying flags and braving the
high temperature, men, women
and children turned up in huge
numbers to mark the blessed occa-
sion with the message of peace,
tolerance and peaceful co-exis-
tence.

As sounds of nasheeds and
salutations filled the summer air of
the Cape Town suburb, the mas-
sive crowd marched through the
streets, expressing their love of the
Holy Prophet and sharing the hap-
piness with the bystanders and on-
lookers lining the pavements along
the route.

The message of peace and tol-
erance given by the Holy Prophet
(SAW) was conveyed to the masses
by quotes on banners.

As the crowds descended on
Masjidul Kareem, a special duah
was recited to mark the end of the
first session of the Grand
Moulood.

The second session began with
the melodious recitation of verses
from the Holy Quran, followed by
presentation of naats by local naat
reciters, including students of
CTIEC.

The guest naat reciters were
Hafidh Noor Muhammad Khan
Ziayee, from Johannesburg, and
CTIEC’s young Sayed Haseen ud
Deen who mesmerised the audi-
ence with their melodious voices.

Principal of Cape Town Islamic
Educational Centre, Allama
Moulana Sayed Imraan Shah
Ziyaee, said that the way people
remained in attendance calmly
and with full devotion despite the

heat demonstrated the fact that
Cape Town is a place of lovers of
the Holy Prophet (SAW).

Mufti Sayed Haroon Al Azhari
delivered an enlightening talk on
the aspect of the light of the Holy
Prophet (SAW), while the guest
speaker, Moulana Tabrez Noori,
from Durban, focused on loving
and attaching oneself to our
Beloved Nabi (SAW). Lotus FM
presenter, Mr Ebrahim Mamode,
when speaking about this historic
occasion, said that he had never
seen such a big and organised
gathering anywhere in the South-
ern Suburbs fully charged with the
love of the Holy Prophet (SAW).

CTIEC spokesperson, Sayed
Ridhwaan Mohamed, extended
his special thanks to the people of
Cape Town and the participants of
the event on their attendance and
continuous support.

Sayed Ridhwaan Mohamed
further said that CTIEC had at-
tained a status of significant refer-
ence for the promotion of love of
the Holy Prophet (SAW) and
spreading the culture of Prophetic
love in South Africa.

He concluded by saying that
the love of the Holy Prophet
(SAW) was the most precious asset
of every Muslim and follower.
Issued by CTIEC MEDIA

Hundreds join Cape Town’s march for Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) and the Grand Moulood

Moulana Sayed Imraan Ziyaee and ulama leading the march through the streets of
Eagle Park, a suburb of Cape Town. Photo CTIEC MEDIA/ AKAYZ PHOTOS

Hundreds marching through the streets of Eagle Park, Cape Town, in honour of Prophet Muhammad (SAW), led by CTIEC
ulama. Photo CTIEC MEDIA/ AKAYZ PHOTOS
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YOUMUL Tarwiyah, the first
day of Hajj, means ‘the day of
fetching water and quenching the
thirst’. The first day of Hajj is
spent in Mina, a valley just
 outside Makkah, where Al-Khaif
Masjid, the most important
mosque in Mina, is situated.

‘Al-Khaif’, in Arabic, means
‘what has risen above the stream
of water and inclined the width of
the mountain’. ‘Khaif’ also refers
to the feet of the mountain, the
land between two mountains or
the land higher than its neighbour-
ing lands. Therefore, the mosque
built at the foot of  Al-Dhiba’a
mountain in Mina is called Al-

Khaif Masjid.
Most hujaaj are aware of the

existence of this mosque due to its
size and impressive facade but the
vast majority have never set foot
in it as moving from their camps
in Mina to the mosque and back
can be quite a mission.

Al-Khaif Masjid has a notewor-
thy history and important events
are associated either where the
current mosque is or in its imme-
diate vicinity. It is only open dur-
ing the days of Hajj.

Al-Bukhari recorded that Ab-
dullah Ibn Masud said: “While we
were with the Messenger of Allah
in a cave on Mina, the 77th surah
of the Holy Quran, Surah Mur-
salat, was revealed to the Prophet

(SAW). He was reciting it and I
was learning it from his mouth.

“Verily, his mouth was moist
with it when a snake leaped out at
us. The Prophet (SAW) said: ‘Kill
it!’ So we quickly went after it but
it got away. Then the Prophet
(SAW) said: ‘It was saved from
your harm just as you all were
saved from its harm.’ The snake
was not found.”

Most authorities contend that
this was one of the early Makkan
revelations before the Hijra. In the
fifth year after the Hijra (migra-
tion to Madinah, about 636/7),
the polytheists of Makkah were
invoked by the Jews and signed a
pact of allegiance with some Arab
tribes to attack Madinah and up-
root Islam.

This attack became known as
the Battle of Khandaq (Battle of
the Trench).

The place they chose for signing
the pact was where Al-Khaif
Masjid is currently situated.

It is known that the Prophet
(SAW) prayed in Al-Khaif Masjid
and also gave a sermon there dur-
ing his one and only Hajj. Yazeed
bin Aswad reported that when he
performed Hajj with the Prophet
(SAW) it was at Al-Khaif Masjid
that he performed Fajr Salaah
with the Prophet (SAW).

Abu Dawood reported that
Abdur-Rahman bin Muadh said
that when the Prophet (SAW) de-
livered a sermon in Mina, he in-
structed the muhajireen (the
immigrants from Makkah to
Madinah) to set up camp in front
of Al-Khaif Masjid and the Ansar
(the Helpers of Madinah, who
welcomed the prosecuted Mus-
lims) to set up camp behind it. The
rest of the Muslims were to camp
behind them.

Abdullah bin Abbas narrated
that it was in Al-Khaif Masjid that
the Prophet (SAW) addressed
them. After praising Allah, Nabi
Muhammad (SAW) said: ‘Allah
will set right the affairs of the per-
son whose prime concern is the
akhirah (hereafter), Allah will also
grant him self-sufficiency and the
world will humble itself before
him.

‘As for the person whose prime
concern is this world, Allah will
scatter his affairs, place poverty in
front of him and all he will get of
this world will be what has been
predestined for him.’ It is reported
that seventy prophets, including
Nabi Musa, prayed in the area of
this masjid.

A few scholars proposed that
Nabi Adam (AS) and some other
prophets may have been buried in
Al-Khaif Masjid but this is not
widely accepted. Some others have
suggested that it was at Mina that
Nabi Adam said that his wish was
to re-enter from where he was ex-
pelled but, again, this is not widely
accepted. In 1987, Al-Khaif
Masjid was expanded and recon-
structed at a cost estimated at 90

million Saudi Riyals ($24 million).
Four towers were built, 410 air-
conditioning units were installed,
as well as 1 100 fans. A toilet com-
plex was constructed behind the
mosque with more than 1 000 toi-
lets and 3 000 taps.

The masjid is situated very
close to the small jamaraat and ad-
jacent to the large Mina hospital.
Numerous lectures are delivered
there during the five days of Hajj
and the compulsory prayers that
consist of four rakaats (Dhuhr, Asr
and Isha) are reduced to the qasr
number of two rakaats each, as
was the practice during the Hajj of
our beloved Prophet (SAW).

It is worthwhile, if possible, to
make some prayers in this very
large and important masjid.

Al-Khaif Masjid, where 70 prophets prayed

Al-Khaif Masjid, which is only open during the days of Hajj, is situated very close to the jamaraats, in Mina.
Photo SALIM PARKER

During the days of Tashreeq, pilgrims stream past Al-Khaif Masjid (on the left of
the photograph) on their way to pelt the jamaraats, throughout the day and into
the night. Photo SALIM PARKER

A close up of one of the four minarets of Al-Khaif Masjid, which are brilliantly
 illuminated at night during the days of Hajj. Photo SALIM PARKER

Pilgrims enter Mina on the first day of Hajj, referred to as Youmul Tarwiyah. One
of the minarets of Al-Khaif Masjid can be seen in the left of the photograph, and
the jamaraat area can be seen in the background. Photo SALIM PARKER
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TAYYIBAH al-Nashr Institute
held their annual graduation
event at Athlone Civic Centre on
December 7, 2018.

This was a historic event for the
institute as it not only acknowl-
edged eleven hafidh graduates but
it was also the first graduation
where two post-hifdh graduates,
Moulana Mughammad Yazeed
Jabaar and Johardien Gordon,
were acknowledged for having ac-
complished the ten styles of qi-
raah.

The two hufaadh accom-
plished this feat after having stud-
ied for five years under Shaikh
Ihsaan Achmad Davids, the

founder and principal of the insti-
tute.

‘This was the first time in the
history of our school where both
students received sanad and
ijazah, which is the authentication
and approval for their recitation,
which gives them a link from me,
back to the illustrious Compan-
ions and back to the Prophet
Muhammad (SAW), which is an
uninterrupted chain that can be
verified,’ said Shaikh Ihsaan.

There were more than 450
guests who witnessed the event to
honour the two hufaadh and the
graduation of the eleven students
who had completed the memorisa-
tion of the Quran.

Tayyibah al-Nashr Institute is

based in Surrey Estate, and was es-
tablished in 2007 by Shaikh Ih-
saan Achmad Davids, a graduate
of the Quran faculty of Al Azhar
University, in Cairo.

Shaikh Ihsaan established the
institute with the intention of con-
tinuing the legacy of preserving
the Prophetic recitation of the
Holy Quran.

The institute incorporates both
a full-time and part-time hifdh
programme for males and females
as well as a post-hifdh programme
for those who have graduated,
during which a student is able to
obtain authentication or approval
for any of the ten forms of
Quranic recital.

The literal meaning of ‘tayy-
ibah’ is ‘best’ or ‘good’ and ‘nashr’
means ‘publishing’. However, the
institute was named after the
prose (consisting of 1 000 verses)
that ibn Al Jazari compiled, which
details all the authentic qiraah that
is found today.

‘Our vision is to develop a well-
balanced, spiritual individual to

face the many challenges of the
modern world with the expertise
and skills that our well trained and
qualified facilitators are equipped
with, while striving towards the
Prophetic recitation of the Holy
Quran,’ said Shaikh Ihsaan.

Tayyibah al-Nashr Institute fol-
lows a holistic approach in instill-
ing an Islamic ethos while also
providing the students with out-
reach activities, such as visiting old
age homes and distributing food
to them and those who are in
need, to encourage empathy.

‘My passion for teaching is
driven by witnessing the transition
of the learners when they start our
programme, not fully knowing
what it entails, and growing into a
young, well-balanced individual
by the time they exit the institute,
and are ready to take their place in
society,’ said Shaikh Ihsaan.

What the principal and teachers
find most gratifying is when their
students pursue further Islamic or
secular studies after leaving the in-
stitute.

Some of the students have gone
into the medical field while others
have chosen to pursue careers in
business or education. This exem-
plifies the concept of iqra, which
is one of the main intentions of the
institute.

Tayyibah al-Nashr Institute has
one female teacher, Mualima Fa-
tima Ahmad Davids, a haafidha
and professional life coach, who
teaches the female students, and
two male teachers, Hafidh Fawaaz
Davids, a BSc Mathematics grad-
uate from UCT, and the principal,
Shaikh Ihsaan Achmad Davids,
who teach the male students.

The registration fee is R350
and R700 per month school fees.
If there are two siblings attending
the institute then the second sib-
ling will pay R650 per month.

The hours for the full-time stu-
dents are Mondays to Thursdays
7h30 to 13h30, and 7h30 to
11h30 on Fridays.

The hours for part-time stu-
dents are Mondays to Thursdays,
from 15h30 to 17h00.

Historic graduation at Tayyibah al-Nashr Institute in 2018

The 2018 Tayyibah al-Nashr Institute graduates, pictured with the principal and
teachers, are (back, from left to right) Hafidh Mogammad Davids, Sulaiman
 Ryklief, Muzammiel Ghaffoor, Salmaan Abrahams and Achmad Za-id Davids.
 (Middle, from left to right) Yaaseen Samsodien, Ziyaad Anthony, Solaahuddeen
Cader, Adam Karra and Abdus Samee Khan. (Front, from left to right) Saudah
 Majiet, Shaikh Ihsaan Achmad Davids (principal), Mualima Fatima Davids and
Gafsa Gamiet. Photo DAWOOD DAMON

The post-hifdh students who have completed the ten styles of qiraah with the principal are (from left to right) Johardien Gor-
don, Shaikh Ihsaan Achmad Davids (principal) and Moulana Yazeed Jabaar. Photo DAWOOD DAMON
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THERE was no question about
her intention; she was going to
perform Hajj. The question was
whether she would make it for
that year.

She had not applied in time and
was not on the accredited list. Nor
was her husband or sister who

wished to accompany her.
She could not postpone per-

forming the fifth pillar of Islam as
she most likely would not be on
this temporary abode the next
year and would probably be grac-
ing higher honours.

Yes, it is easy to say that Allah’s

infinite mercy exempts the sick,
the terminally ill and those with-
out the required funds to under-
take this once in a lifetime journey.

The exemption from the obliga-
tion does not obliterate the desire
to perform Hajj. In fact, some-
times, the knowledge of the futility
of the little time we have left on
this earth strengthens the resolve,
gives purpose to the final acts and
duties of life. She was one of those
people.

She entered the deen many
moons ago, much to the conster-
nation of her family. She devel-
oped cancer, and after many
procedures and treatments, it had,
unfortunately, spread to such an
extent that nothing more could be
done. Her time on this earth was
to be only a few months.

There is never enough time to
do all that a person plans to do
while being part of this world,
never enough time to prepare for
the ultimate journey in the life of
any Muslim. Yet, there was time
to still undertake the journey be-
fore she passed her final breath.

She asked her oncologist about
being able to perform Hajj, clearly
indicating that this was her last
wish.

The medical team discussed the
issue and consented to her travel-
ling, making sure that she under-
stood all the risks involved.

She might not even depart our
shores, she might succumb on the
way or during Hajj. She under-
stood and accepted all of that. She
was ready to go. All her medica-
tions except those to control pain
were stopped.

Her husband appealed to the
authorities but, unless someone
cancelled, there was precious little
they could do as the quota allo-
cated to South Africa had already
been filled. Also, there were a
number of similar cases that had
surfaced by now, and all the offi-
cial body could do was assist, ad-
vise and motivate.

Time was passing by and plans
had to be put in place. Time for
the pilgrim was limited and results
were needed urgently. For the
Saudi embassy, Hajj was still a few
weeks away and they had to first
sort out the officially accredited
pilgrims before they could start
considering other cases.

Flights, accommodation and
numerous other logistics had to be
sorted out. The husband stored
their Hajj money in a safe at home
as no agent wanted to take money
until they had received Hajj visas.
The husband flew to Pretoria and
asked for an appointment with the
relevant person.

He was told to leave his appli-
cation at the security guards who
would forward it to the necessary
person.

Worried about all the parcels
that he saw in that area, he man-
aged to convince the guard to let
him in.

When he approached the em-
bassy official, he was asked to
leave his application on the desk.
He asked whether he could ex-
plain their situation, and this was
allowed. There was some sympa-
thy expressed and it was checked
that all the necessary documenta-
tion was in order.

He left full of hope but again
time was of the essence. The stan-
dard ‘Insha Allah’ though said
with good intention, was no con-
crete and definitive answer.

The embassy often receives des-
perate applications from people
who claimed never to have per-
formed Hajj before, yet a cursory
examination of their passports
would reveal at least one previous
Hajj visa.

The embassy had to do a due
diligence. There was, however, an-
other person who also was aware
of this application.

A person who, not for favour
or reward, persistently enquired
about the case as he felt it was
such a worthwhile endeavour.

He would, when doing business
with the embassy, gently probe the
merits and status of the case and
added what he knew. It is said that
all and every duah counts.

She and her husband had so
many people making duah that
their application seemed to have
been elevated.

One day, while at home, the
doorbell rang and the husband
opened the security gate. Four po-
licemen were standing outside and
they requested to speak to him
about a previous employee of his.

As soon as he let them in, they
accosted him.

They evidently were not police-
men even though they were
dressed in official uniforms. He
had to give them money. They
somehow knew that he kept it at
home.

She was sleeping in the room
next to the lounge where the alter-
cations were taking place.

One of the intruders peeked
into her room and saw her sleep-
ing.

He then threatened to shoot her
in her sleep if the husband did not
cooperate with them.

The husband did not have
much of a choice and gave them
whatever they could lay their
hands on.

They were insisting on firearms
as well but this was not found.
What was found was their Hajj
money, the money that they had
saved for her final journey before
she was to depart this world.

They bound him, again threat-
ened to kill all of them if he moved
or shouted, and left.

He was bound but he was not
broken.

It seemed that numerous obsta-
cles were put in their way but this
only increased their determination
to perform Hajj.

Some in life see any hindrance
as a sign that they should give up,
others see it as an indication to try
harder. Our Creator tells us that
with difficulty comes ease and we
know that with faithful persever-
ance comes reward.

Yet, here they were with their
Hajj money stolen, no visas and
with her health deteriorating.

The cost of airline tickets were
also increasing as the Hajj season
flights were peaking, and the costs
of the journey inevitably rose as
only the more expensive accom-
modation would be available by
the time they received their visas,
if they received them at all.

They went ahead with their
planning. Somehow, somewhere,
he found the money to pay for the
journey.

Then he received an sms on his
phone; his visa had been granted.
Another sms indicated that his
wife also would be undertaking
the journey and his sister soon in-
formed him that she had also re-
ceived the good news.

He would be their mahram and
his sister would be able to assist
his wife if and when necessary.
The first hurdles had been crossed.
The physical journey was still to
be undertaken.

This story will continue next
month.
For more Hajj Stories visit
www.hajjdoctor.co.za. You may
contact Dr Parker via e-mail:
salimparker@yahoo.com

No hurdle too high for Hajj

She developed cancer, and after many procedures and
treatments, it had, unfortunately, spread, writes DR SALIM
PARKER.

The pull that draws the believer to
 perform the ultimate journey is
 inexplicable but this urge to fulfil the
journey becomes paramount when
one knows that one’s time is limited.

Photo DR SALIM PARKER
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AWQAF SA held their third
 annual T20 Youth Cricket
 Tournament, together with
 Primrose Cricket Club, Western
Province Cricket Club and
 Western Province Cricket
 Association, which took place
over four days, from December
17 to 20, 2018, at Primrose
Cricket Club, in Kenilworth, and
Rylands Sports Field.

Awqaf SA is a community-
owned endowment fund. They de-
cided to hold this tournament to
provide an equal opportunity to
all youth cricketers participating
in the tournament.

They see sport as a natural ve-
hicle for developing individuals
and communities, and the tourna-
ment allows children from varying
walks of life to participate at no
charge thus promoting social co-
hesion.

The cricket tournament is an
extension of Awqaf SA’s national
social cohesion programmes,
which include education, poverty
alleviation, youth leadership train-
ing, geriatric care, water wells and
creating green spaces.

Cricket was chosen as the
medium because by having youth
on the cricket field for a few
hours, over a few days, parents
could feel that, during that time,

their children would be enjoying
themselves in a safe environment
as opposed to being in the street.

Primrose is one of the oldest
cricket and rugby clubs on the
Cape Flats with a proud legacy
dating back some 120 years.

Many well-known community
leaders played for the club, includ-
ing the late Imam Abdullah
Haron, Haroon Lorgat, Abdurah-
man ‘Lefty’ Adams and former
Proteas convenor Rushdi Magiet.

The club was a beacon for
many players of colour during the
oppressive days of apartheid,
when sport was segregated along
racial lines.

The tournament was based at

the Primrose home ground in Ke-
nilworth to remind the youth of
the club’s proud cricketing history
and legacy.

It was also an opportunity for
players from different social and
economic backgrounds to get to-
gether and play on an equal foot-
ing.

The event hosted 38 teams,
which comprised boys U-11, U-
12, U-13 and U-15, and girls U-13
and U-15, amounting to 600 play-
ers across the six categories, which
competed for top honours in the
tournament.

This was the first Awqaf SA
T20 tournament in which girl
cricket teams participated and was

marked as a historic event for the
tournament.

According to Awqaf SA, before
their cricket tournament there
have been limited opportunities
for girls to compete on the youth
cricket circuit, and Awqaf always
intended including a girl’s compe-
tition as part of the T20 tourna-
ment.

Unfortunately, previous tourna-
ments were much smaller due to
insufficient infrastructure or tech-
nical support, hence they were un-
able to accommodate girl teams.

Over the three years, Awqaf has
managed to establish this event on
the youth cricket calendar. It has
been encouraging to see more re-
sources and capacity being in-
vested into developing girls’
cricket in the Western Cape.

There has also been growing
support from the Western
Province Cricket Association
(WPCA) and some clubs, who
have made coaching available for
girls at schools.

Awqaf SA works closely with
the WPCA who has guided them
and the tournament. They wanted
to ensure that they had the neces-
sary systems in place and could
take on the added responsibility of
giving the girls and boys compet-
ing in the tournament equal op-
portunities to compete.

‘The JP21 U-13 girls team is

what we would recognise as made
up of the best or most talented
players in Mitchells Plain. They
were very excited to participate in
the Awqaf T20 cricket tournament
as it was their first tournament,’
said Wesley Bedja, manager of the
JP21 U-13 girls’ cricket team.

The JP21 U-13 girls cricket
team was established in late 2018
and the Awqaf T20 cricket tourna-
ment was the first tournament in
which they participated. In prepa-
ration, they trained hard and
played a few matches in the
months leading up to the tourna-
ment.

The team has progressed well
so far, and many schools in
Mitchells Plain have shown a keen
interest in the team. There are cur-
rently 26 girls involved in the
squad and there are many more
waiting to join. They intend to
have an U-11 team in 2019 to ac-
commodate more girls and to ex-
pand the squad.

The Awqaf T20 Youth Cricket
Tournament is a family-friendly
event that aims to embody all the
values of social reconstruction to
enable youth with constructive al-
ternatives to crime.

The cricket fields were crowded
with supporters, family members
and friends who all came out to
support the youth as they com-
peted in the four-day cricket event.

Awqaf SA T20 providing an alternative to youth

The Awqaf T20 Youth Cricket Tournament based at Primrose Cricket Club in
 Kenilworth featured 38 cricket teams and 600 participants. Pictured are Kyle
Williams, Primrose CC U-13 wicketkeeper and Jordan Nel, Blue Bells CC
 batsman. Photo ZUHAIR ALLIE
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A CONFERENCE titled ‘1st
 Religious Mass gatherings and
Global Health Conference’ was
held in London, on November
22, 2018. Representatives from
all over the world presented at
the event organised by Dr Shuja
Shafi, a distinguished British
scholar in the field of Hajj
 research.

The subtitle of ‘Mass gatherings
health – think globally, act locally’
emphasised the efforts that though
countries each have unique cir-
cumstances to consider, it should
always be in the context of the
global effect of pilgrims arriving
from a number of countries at a
pilgrimage, intermingling and fi-
nally returning to their countries
of origin.

World authorities, such as Dr
Tina Endericks of the World
Health Organization (WHO), Dr
Brian McCloskey, the director of
Global Health for Public Health,
England, and Dr Eskild Petersen,
the current editor of Travel and
Infectious Diseases, presented pa-
pers on a number of pertinent top-
ics.

It was evident that the Hajj,
with its three to five million an-
nual attendees, was the best re-
searched and documented
religious mass gathering and has
laid the foundation for further re-
search.

Dr Alaa Amin, a British-based
surgeon, spoke of his experiences

at the Arbaeen, the large congre-
gation in Karbala, Iraq, which
marks the end of the 40-day
mourning period for the seventh-
century killing of Imam Husain,
the grandson of the Prophet
(SAW). People walk over 80 km to
reach this event and it is estimated
that 18 million attended this year.
It is considered the largest annual
religious mass gathering on earth.

Two South Africans presented

two papers each. Dr Ozayr Mo-
hamed, from University of
KwaZulu-Natal, spoke on the
public health challenges and pos-
sible health solutions at such gath-
erings. He also presented on
post-Hajj surveillance, and high-
lighted some groundbreaking re-
search done in South Africa in
monitoring the health of pilgrims
after returning from Hajj. These
results are still to be published.

Dr Salim Parker, affiliated to
University of Cape Town, pre-
sented his first paper on other
large mass gatherings. The first
was the Muslim Bijwa Ijtima held
annually over three days in two
consecutive weeks in Bangladesh,
which attracts about four million
pilgrims. The second was the Zion
Christian Church annual Easter
Gathering, in Moria, near Polok-
wane, which the church claims at-

tracted ten million worshippers
this year.

The third was the Grand Magal
Mourid Islamic gathering, in
Touba, Senegal, which was at-
tended by five million pilgrims
over three days. Of note is that at-
tendance at all the gatherings is
entirely voluntary, except for the
Hajj which is compulsory once in
the lives of Muslims who can af-
ford it..

Dr Parker’s second paper cen-
tred around the Hajj preparations
of South Africans. The  Hindu
Kumbh Mela, in India, which at-
tracted 120 million pilgrims over
a period of 55 days in 2013 near
Allahabad, were also presented, as
well as the Vaisakhi Sikh Mass
Gathering, also in India.

Professor Stephen Reicher, a
British-based, world renowned
psychologist, dealt extensively
with the psychological aspects and
benefits of these types of gather-
ings.

A round-table discussion was
held at the House of Lords the fol-
lowing day, under the chairman-
ship of Lord Shaik. A number of
proposals were tabled for future
research and collaboration, and
cooperation was pledged by all
with the ultimate aim being to
benefit the health of the pilgrims.

South Africans give input at Religious Mass Gatherings Conference

Health File

Lord Shaik organised a roundtable discussion in the House of Lords on religious mass gatherings, drawing input from the
world’s major religions. Photo SUPPLIED

THE information below is
placed in the following order:
name of jamaah (if provided);
venue; address of the venue;
the date and time of the
 programme; the name of a
contact person.

Jamaa At Toer Raghmah
Al Masjidul Thani
Spine Road, Rocklands,
Mitchells Plain
February 3, after Dhur
Hajja Sherene Taliep 079 481
1000/ 021 391 5408
Founder: Hajja Sherene
 Taliep (2009)

Gujjatul-Islam Moulood
 Jamaah
Gujjatul Islam Masjied
Banhoek Street, Stellenbosch
February 10, at 9am
Hajja Rugaya Toefy 021 886
6486/ 076 508 3409
Founder: Hajja Doeriyah
Abrahams (1993)

Nurul-Hudaa Ladies Moulood
Jamah
Moegammadiyah Masjid
68 Tennyson Street
Salt River
February 24, at 8am
Hajja Laygie 021 447 3406/
082 200 6912
Founder: Hajja Waddie (1963)

Al Waniyas
Masjidul Taqwa
Cnr Alleman & Athwood
Roads,
Newfields
March 3, at 2pm
Shariefa Sabadien
021 447 0594

Kapteinsklip Masjid
Aloette Road
Tafelsig,
Mitchells Plain
Contact Hajja Asa for date
and time
Hajja Asa 021 397 5230/
081 263 6072

Date for the next Moulood of
the Da’irat us Salihiyyah
Moulood Jamaah:
(Dress code to be white at all
Moulood programmes)
Salaamudien Masjied
Lentegeur, Mitchells Plain
February 2, 2pm

WE apologise to the various
Moulood jamaahs in the West-
ern Cape for not placing the
Moulood and dhikr programmes
in our December 2018 edition,
and regret any inconvenience it
may have caused. The error oc-
curred during the final produc-
tion process. We beseech Allah
SWT to accept the salawaat on
the beloved Nabi Muhammad
(SAW) and the remembrance of
his blessed names that the
 various jamaahs invoke in the
noble tradition of the Muslims
who established the roots of
Islam in the Cape. – The editor

Moulood Jamaah programmes for February & March
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DR VUYELWA SINGATA
THE experience of childbirth and
parenthood is an unknown
 ‘adventure’, which results in
major changes in one’s life and
family.

All parents worry about the
possibility of unexpected out-
comes, like birth complications,
prematurity, unforeseen abnor-
malities and surprise multiple
pregnancies.

Many parents are surprised or
even alarmed at the sight of their
newborn but it is important that
parents understand the effects of
birth and that these are usually
temporary.

Common effects during birth
include an abnormally shaped
head, which can be due to Caput
medusa, or moulding, occurs as
the skull squeezes through the
birth canal. The pressure can re-
sult in localised swelling or over-
lapping of the soft skull bones but
this will change naturally within a
few days of birth.

Cephalohaematomas are a col-
lection of blood beneath the scalp,
usually on one side, which may
take a few weeks to disappear.

Fontanelles, commonly referred
to as soft spots on the head, are lo-
cated at the back of the head and
on the top of the head. The one is
triangular and the other, diamond-
shaped. The former closes after
around three months and the lat-
ter by about 18 months.

Abnormal looking skin or skin
colour: vernix is the waxy, white
substance that protects and lubri-
cates the baby’s skin while it is in
the womb. This substance can eas-
ily be wiped off.

Puffy eyelids and red marks on
the eyelids are usually due to in-
struments that were used to assist
during the birth. These effects usu-
ally disappear within a few days.

Milia is a fine white rash over
the nose and face due to keratin
that is entrapped just below the

top layer of the skin. This will also
disappear by itself.

Birthmarks are present at birth
or are clearly visible within the
first month after birth. They are
caused by an overgrowth of
melanocytes (pigment cells) e.g.
cafe au lait spots and ‘Mongolian
spots’ or an overgrowth of blood
vessels, for example, haeman-
giomas. ‘Mongolian spots’ disap-
pear by the child’s sixth birthday.

Jaundice is the yellowish dis-
colouration of the skin and sclera

due to a build up of excess biliru-
bin. This usually appears a few
days after birth. Most babies de-
velop physiological jaundice,
which requires no special treat-
ment. Those with pathological
jaundice need more investigation
to determine the cause and will re-
quire phototherapy.

Small for gestational age, or
low birth weight, babies are also a
cause for concern as these babies
have not grown adequately in-
utero, which can be due to internal
factors in the womb, such as infec-
tions and genetic defects, or exter-
nal factors, like maternal smoking,
use of alcohol or poor maternal
nutrition. Feeding after delivery is
very important for these babies.

Lastly, prematurity remains a
major problem for all parents and
healthcare providers alike as it is
often not preventable. A baby
born before 37 completed weeks is
considered premature.

A premature baby is ill-pre-
pared for life outside the womb
because all the organs are still
growing and not yet functional.
Therefore, they need specialised
care and attention.

There are various causes for
prematurity: maternal and infant
causes may be identified. How-
ever, at times, no cause is found.

Most will have difficulty
breathing due to premature lungs,
and thus, such babies need some
assistance with ventilation.

An under-developed immune

system leads to a constant risk of
infection. Strict infection control
measures have to be put in place,
such as washing the hands.

Temperature regulation is also
problematic due to the lack of sub-
cutaneous fat over a relatively
large surface area, especially the
head. Feeding is also challenging
as in most premature babies, the
sucking reflex is not developed
and digestion not yet established
in a premature gut. Thus, there is
a need for assisted feeding through
a tube or intravenously (parental
feeds). The chances of survival of
premature babies (premies) have
improved vastly in recent years.
The morbidity and long term qual-
ity of life of premies is also much
better than it was 20 years ago.

The first six to eight weeks after
your baby’s birth is known as the
post-partum period. It is a time for
re-adjustment for the baby, par-
ents and the whole family. Taking
care of your newborn baby does
not require any special skills, just
some basic knowledge, a lot of
common sense and willingness to
seek help from healthcare
providers. As Dr Benjamin Spock
said, ‘What good parents instinc-
tively do for their babies is usually
best, after all.’

Remember, nobody has all the
answers, not even Dr Google.
Dr Vuyelwa Singata [MBChB,
DCH, FC Paed(SA)] is a
 paediatrician at Melomed
Mitchells Plain.

Parenthood: a life begins

The arrival of a newborn, especially the first, is a time of joy and concern for
 parents but remember, ‘What good parents instinctively do for their babies is
usually best…’ Photo SUPPLIED
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GIVE WATER 
GIVE LIFE

ZA
KA

T Acc Name.           Islamic Relief   
Bank Name.     FNB Smith Street
Branch Code   221426
Acc No.             62161066933 | Cheque
Reference         WATER + Your Number      

Acc Name.        Islamic Relief   
Bank Name.     Standard Bank Fordsburg
Branch Code    005205 
Acc No.             005318459 | Savings
Reference         WATER + Your NumberLIL

LA
H

islamic-relief.org.za
DONATE ONLINE

073 154 53690800 111 898

R500
Micro-Dams  
Wells + Boreholes  
Water Catchments

Crop Irrigation Schemes  
Integrated Water Systems 
Water System Rehabilitation 

can provide a family with
access to clean water for 
a month

Sadly, in 2019 the lack of clean water 
is silently killing one child every 
single minute. 
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SHANAAZ EBRAHIM-GIRE
IT is estimated that around 
1,8 billion people, globally, use a
source of drinking water that is
contaminated.

This finding can be found in a
special report produced by the
United Nations on the Sustainable
Development Goals, of which goal
six aims to ensure access to safe
water sources and sanitation for
all by 2030.

While billions of people still
face the daily challenge of access-
ing the most basic services, an-
other shocking statistic revealed
that three in ten people have ac-
cess to safely managed drinking
water services while more than
800 children die every day from
diarrhoeal diseases linked to poor
hygiene.

Deadlier than violence
In Islam, there is great reward

in giving water to any living crea-
ture. As part of Islamic Relief’s
mission to serve the world’s poor-
est populations, it works with
communities across the world to
ensure that they have access to
basic rights, such as access to clean
drinking water.

Diseases from unsafe water and
lack of sanitation kill more people
each year than violence and war,
with children being hit the hard-
est. Conditions are exacerbated in
the case of refugees, in temporary
shelters and camps as a result of

conflict and natural disasters.
For 38-year-old Umm Mo-

hammed, life in a refugee camp is
‘miserable’ as the camp is littered
with dirt, and has no water and
sanitation infrastructure. She lives
with her two children in the Kafr
Lujen camp, located on the border
of Syria and Turkey.

‘We are trying to rebuild our
lives here in this camp where there
is no electricity and no clean
drinking water. This is affecting
my children…they are sick and
need treatment.’

While she receives a household
basket with detergents, soap, anti-
lice shampoo and sterile wipes,
Umm Mohammed said an im-
proved water and sanitation sys-
tem will improve the overall
health and standard of living of
the families in the camp.

Sustainable solutions
According to Islamic Relief

South Africa’s (Irsa) CEO, Yusuf
Mohamed, the humanitarian
agency takes a ‘carefully tailored
approach’ to provide clean water,
depending on the conditions of the
community that it works in.

‘There is no relief and blessing
like water. Our goal is to help
communities become sustainable
and never to need emergency re-
lief, like water trucking in the case
of a drought emergency. We also
want to help people in rural areas
and villages by establishing water

points close to their homes,’ he ex-
plained.

Deep-water wells can be the so-
lution to both these situations. Is-
lamic Relief’s teams construct
high-capacity, deep-water wells
that can serve not just a few fami-
lies but an entire community.
These wells – cared for by commit-
tees chosen by the local commu-
nity – draw from deep water

sources that are unlikely to dry up,
providing a reliable source for
many years to come.

The gift of water opens many
new doors for the community.
Women and children no longer
have to spend their days carrying
heavy buckets. The women now
have other options, including
earning an income to help their
families, and the girls can go to
school.

In addition to water for drink-
ing, many rural communities de-
pend heavily on water for their
food sources – local crops and
livestock. Irrigation and other
water systems can vastly increase
their capacity to raise food, and
protect them from disaster when
drought hits.

‘We also employ other solutions
and look for creative ways to help
each community we work with.
Recent projects have included
rainwater catchments, water pu-
rification systems and ecological
management systems. These proj-
ects can efficiently bring longlast-
ing relief to families that once
struggled to find enough water,’
head of programmes, Norman
Moyo explained.

Through local partnerships and
collaboration among some of the
best innovators in water system
development, Islamic Relief is
restoring dignity to families.

In South Africa, we are provid-
ing more than 50 000 people in

KwaZulu-Natal with clean, drink-
ing water following the comple-
tion of our 18-borehole project.

In Somalia’s Galgaduud region,
we successfully rehabilitated 30
existing shallow wells, increasing
access to potable safe water for
human and animal consumption.
More than 6 000 people have, so
far, directly benefitted from this
project.

‘With a reliable source of clean
water, families are no longer
forced to drink from old and con-
taminated shallow wells or from
the streams their animals drink,
walk and defecate in,’ Moyo
added.

Islamic Relief South Africa
(Irsa) is currently running its water
campaign that aims to rehabilitate
existing water infrastructure or to
implement new water systems in
areas most in need.

From as little as R500, you can
provide a person with clean water
for a month.

‘Illnesses, particularly water-
borne diseases, can strike at any
time, often targeting the weak and
the vulnerable. By investing in a
water system with Islamic Relief,
you are not only giving water but,
in essence, you are also giving life,’
Mohamed encouraged.

To find out more about Islamic
Relief’s water systems and proj-
ects, call 0800 111 898 (toll free)
or email info@islamic-
relief.org.za.

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -

Islamic Relief water projects give life

The UN reports that three in ten people
lack access to safely managed
 drinking water services.

Photo SUPPLIED
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Spain & Morocco
Promotional tour 14 days / 13 nights

From 15th to 29th March 2019

€ 895.-
For more information about the tour visit our website:

www.discoveryislamictours.com or contact us: 
khadija@discoveryislamictours.com

KHADIJA MARTINEZ
STARTING with the revival of
the Muslim community in Spain,
this series will look at the history
of Islam in the Iberian Peninsula,
with special focus on the
 Andalusia region.

IN the mid ’70s, a group of
young Spanish men travelled to
London. In those days, London
was the place where all the young
Europeans wanted to be. Music,
art, film, everything new and ex-
citing came from there.

On the night of November 20,
1975, the very same night that

Franco – the Christian dictator
who had been ruling Spain for 40
years – died, the group of three
young men was walking along
Portobello Road, in London.

As they passed one of the typi-
cal London houses, they heard
people singing and were as-
tounded by the beautiful sounds.
They remained listening in front of
the house for a while and the next
day decided to return and find out
more about the sounds they had
heard.

They received a warm welcome
from a group of British who had
reverted to Islam a few years ear-
lier. They were told about the
Quran, the Messenger of Allah
(SAW) and the meaning of Islam.
After that, the men continued their
visits as often as they could to
learn more about these people and
Islam.

During one of these visits, the
leader of the group, Shaikh Abdal-
Qadir as-Sufi, arrived at the house
while they were there, and it was
through his hand that all three of
them embraced Islam.

After that trip to London, now
as Muslim men, one of them went
to the city of Meknes, in Morocco,
to the zawiyya of Shaikh Mo-
hammed Ibn al-Habib with the in-
tention of learning more about the
deen and its sciences.

The other two returned to
Spain, wanting to share what they
had found with their families and
friends, some of whom also em-
braced Islam.

This group of new Muslims de-
cided to settle in Cordoba, thus
creating the very first Muslim
community in Spain after the ex-
pulsion of the Muslims from this
land in 1609.

Once in Cordoba, they rented a
large house where they all lived to-
gether and made it a centre of
dawah. They lived like this in Cor-
doba for over two years and as
they grew in numbers, decided to
move to Seville in order to con-
tinue their mission of dawah.

They lived in Seville for a year
and, in May 1980, they continued
their odyssey, relocating to
Granada, the last city of ancient
Al-Andalus to remain under Mus-
lim rule.

Moved by high aspirations and
very aware of their legacy, they
asked permission to celebrate their
first Eid in Granada in the gardens
of the Alhambra Palace.

The required permits were
granted, and with it came the press
who published pictures of that em-
blematic Eid celebration in the Al-
hambra.

Being the first Muslims who
gathered publicly to celebrate the
deen of Islam, the news went viral
and soon drew the attention of
many who then went to Granada
in search of Islam.

The Albaicin alone, an ancient
Muslim quarter of Granada in the
times of Al-Andalus, hosted over
twenty mosques. After the con-
quest of the Christians, these
mosques were donated to the
Catholic Church and transformed
into churches.

They still stand today, slightly
disguised with Christian adorn-
ments over their entrances, its
minarets now bell towers and its
prayer sites filled with idols but all
of them still facing qiblah.

The news of this new commu-
nity of Spanish Muslims drew the
attention and sympathy of many
Muslims around the world and

they were soon offered support.
Some of it came in the way of

donations, which enabled them to
fulfil their first priority in
Granada: to build a new mosque
as a symbol of Islam growing
again in these lands.

And with Allah’s help, a plot of
land was bought for this purpose
right at the core of the ancient
Muslim quarter, directly opposite
the emblematic Alhambra Palace.

While in the beginning, the au-
thorities, the Catholic Church and
general public saw the new com-
munity of converts as an exotic
event, the alarms went off as they
saw it growing and aiming to have
a visible presence in the city.

It took 23 years since they
bought the plot to the day they
were able to inaugurate it.

Every obstacle one can think of
was placed in their way in order to

stop it – from legal permits to ar-
chitectural, from archaeological to
social objections. In each case,
these arguments were raised in
order to push the mosque beyond
the historical sites of the city and
placing it in a discrete spot some-
where in the outskirts.

The patience, endurance and
trust in Allah SWT made it possi-
ble, and, Alhamdulillah, the
mosque has been open to the pub-
lic since 2003.

One of the last conditions –
aside from lowering the height of
the minaret by over a metre – was
establishing, by law, that the gar-
dens of the mosque had to be open
to the general public and not re-
stricted to Muslims.

Thanks to the law, the gardens
have become a major source of
dawah, as they are visited by thou-
sands of tourists every year.

The road to Islam’s revival in Al-Andalus

Mezquita Mayor de Granada with Alhambra Palace in the background. Photo SUPPLIED

The writer, Khadija Martinez,
was born in Seville into a
Catholic family, and received her
primary education in a religious
establishment.
She took Shahadah in February
1980, in Seville, and ‘from that
date onward I was born again
into a new life’.
She has studied history but points
out that she ‘refused to do it in
university in the conventional
way as I did not want to have
only the official version of his-
tory. So I had mentors such as 
Dr Ian Dallas, Sidi Karim Viudes
and Angeles Castano, amongst
others.’
Martinez has addressed
 conferences and seminars on
Islam and history in various cities
in Spain and elsewhere. She has
authored and co-authored  articles
in several Muslim  magazines, in-
cluding ‘Islam Hoy’, ‘País Islam-
ico’ and  ‘Islamishe Zeitung’.
A mother of five children,
 Martinez lives in Granada where
she runs a travel agency
 specialising in tours for Muslim
travellers.

Photo SUPPLIED
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NAZEER VADIA
THE World Zakah Forum was
established as a platform to
 formulate effective solutions to
the multi-faceted issues facing the
Islamic world, such as the
 effective collection and
 distribution of zakaah, 
socio-economic development in
Muslim communities and the
 empowering of the ummah
around the world.

The forum hosted its first inter-
national conference in Indonesia
in 2010 and has since been a pow-
erful tool in uniting scholars, ac-
tivists, researchers and
organisations such as Sanzaf from
all around the world to promote,
discuss and develop global zakaah
practices.

Between December 5 and 7,
2018, the World Zakah Forum
hosted their latest international
conference in Melaka, Malaysia,
with the theme ‘Strengthening
global zakat cooperation in in-
creasing the welfare of the
ummah’.

The conference was attended
by notable Malaysian ministers,
including Malaysia’s Religion
Minister, Mujahid Yusof Rawa,
and hosted 300 attendees, includ-
ing 31 speakers from 16 countries,
which included England, Nigeria
and India.

The South African National
Zakah Fund (Sanzaf) was proud
to have our chief executive officer,
Ms Yasmina Francke, represent

South Africa on the world stage as
one of the speakers.

In addition to discussing the
practices and environment that

Sanzaf operates in, our CEO pre-
sented on how zakaah can be
aligned to achieve some of the sus-
tainable goals set by the United
Nations.

The UN Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals are a blueprint to
achieve a better and more sustain-
able future for all by the year
2030.

There are 17 goals which are
interconnected, and include
poverty, hunger, good health, edu-
cation and gender equality, to list
the first five.

It is our genuine belief that the
outcomes of impactful zakaah dis-
tribution should be in line with
achieving these goals amongst the
ummah.

Francke also spoke on the need
of a revival of zakaah in the Is-
lamic world, this, in addition with
effective and efficient collection
and distribution of set zakaah,
could viably and wholly eradicate
poverty amongst the Muslim
ummah.

‘Zakaah has the ability to
mould individuals into responsible
and caring persons.

‘It inculcates the spirit of good-
will, cooperation and brotherhood
in upholding social solidarity in
the society.

‘It is powerful in developing the
social life and moral values of
Muslim society.

‘However, there are signs that
this pillar is not being upheld the
way it should be,’ said Francke.

She added, ‘Many speakers at

the conference concurred that
there is a need for the revival of za-
kaah, which entails, amongst oth-
ers, a change in mind-set and
approach to wealth.

‘The revival of zakaah requires
the entire Muslim world to em-
brace it as a means to achieving
peace and prosperity though the
social justice it brings about.’

This opportunity also allowed
Francke to not only gain an inter-
national perspective and insight
into the zakaah management prac-
tices and principles which she
brought home, but also gauge San-
zaf on a world platform in respect
of how the organisation’s ap-
proach, methodologies and even
challenges compare to interna-
tional best practices.

This memorable occasion is a
clear testament to Sanzaf’s ongo-
ing commitment to leading the
way in the efficient, relevant and
effective zakaah collection and dis-
tribution.

As one of the biggest zakaah
agencies in the country, we will al-
ways work tirelessly to ensure that
the zakaah you have entrusted us
with is used to change lives.

We look forward to a fruitful
2019 where, with your support
and the grace of the Almighty, we
look to make even more of an im-
pact in serving humanity and con-
tinuing to give hope.

For more information, contact
021 447 0297, visit
www.sanzaf.org.za or email com-
munications@sanzaf.org.za.

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -
Sanzaf CEO represents South Africa at World Zakah Forum Conference in Malaysia

Sanzaf CEO, Yasmina Francke,
 represented South Africa at the World
Zakat Forum International Conference
2018, in Malaysia, in December 2018.
Ms Francke presented a paper on how
zakaah can be aligned to achieve
some of the sustainable goals set by
the United Nations.

Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS

Sanzaf projects
and upcoming
events
Sanzaf Budget Beaters
Cook Book was devel-
oped to demonstrate
how nutritious meals can
be prepared for a family
of four for between R20
to R40. You can sponsor
this book, which we will
give to one of our food
hamper recipients for
just R50 per book.

Sanzaf’s Annual Break-
fast in the Park will once
again take place at
Kirstenbosch Gardens on
February 23. Join us for
a morning of inspiration
and delicious food. Tick-
ets are R200 per person
and proceeds go towards
Sanzaf projects and pro-
grammes.

For more information or
to purchase a ticket, call
us on 021 638 0965 or
visit www.sanzaf.org.za
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THE recent remark attributed to
Shaikh Ibn Bayyah, at a Forum
for Promoting Peace in Muslim
Societies, that ‘in societies that
are not ready, the call for
 democracy is essentially a call for
war’ has sparked a storm among
Muslims, in general, and
 disappointment among his
 supporters.

This article is not specifically a
response to his statement but pro-
vides some insight into the state of
democracy in the Muslim world.

Colonisation by European na-
tions began in the 15th century.
Spain and Portugal were the pre-
cursors, followed by England,
France, Netherlands, Italy, Bel-
gium, Germany and Denmark, not
necessarily in that order.

By the 18th century, the coloni-
sation project was complete. Mus-
lim lands did not escape
colonisation, except for Saudi Ara-
bia, Iran and Afghanistan.

Colonisers justified their occu-

pation of foreign lands and their
exploitation of the natural re-
sources of the colonies based on
their perception that they were su-
perior to the colonised in terms of
race, culture, religion and civilisa-
tion. They saw it as their (Christ-
ian) duty to ‘civilise the natives’,
who were expected to adopt the
‘superior’ religion and culture of
the West.

Before being colonised, Mus-
lims who belonged to diverse
racial, cultural and linguistic
groups were conscious of their
ethnic identities. Arabs distin-
guished themselves from Turks,
Persians and Berbers.

However, the association of
ethnic identity with a nation state
was foreign to Islam and is a
legacy of colonialism. The current
boundaries of Muslim countries
were drawn by the colonialists and
have served to divide Muslims on
the basis of nationality.

Decolonisation commenced in
the 19th century when colonised
countries started achieving inde-
pendence. The populations in
many Muslim countries chal-
lenged the colonisers not only on
an intellectual level but also on the
battlefields. Some independence
formations in the colonised states
were founded on nationalism

while others operated as Islamic
resistance movements. These
movements were to be found in
Egypt, Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco,
Libya, Sudan, Somalia and the Far
East (Malaysia/ Indonesia).

Nationalism, while to a degree
succeeding in uniting ethnic
groups within a country, also con-
tributed to the division among
Muslims based on their national
identities.

In fact, Muslim nation states
have become so proud of their na-
tionality that they are willing to go
to war against other Muslim na-
tion states to protect their ‘nation’.

The colonisers, apart from ex-
ploiting the resources of the
colonised nations, replaced their
political, economic and legal sys-
tems, with a few exceptions. These
systems persist to this day.

What the colonisers also suc-
ceeded in doing was to influence
‘upper class’ Muslims to adopt
Western mannerisms.

Though all Muslim countries
belong to the Organisation of Is-
lamic Cooperation (OIC), it has
not been able to unite them on the
basis of Islam. The Arab states, the
majority of whose populations are
Muslim, also belong to the Arab
Union and they, together with
Muslim majority states in Africa,

belong to the African Union.
The result is that Muslims in

these countries constantly negoti-
ate their identities: Arab speakers
in general are Muslim and Arab,
non-Arab speakers in Africa are
Muslim and African, and Arab
speakers in Africa are Muslim,
Arab and African.

It is natural that conflicts would
arise between their Islamic and
other national or ethnic identities.
States belonging to the Arab
Union could ignore recommenda-
tions of the OIC, for instance, put-
ting their parochial Arab interests
before universal Muslim interests.

Not too long ago, we witnessed
a devastating war between Iran
and Iraq. Currently, there is a war
of attrition between Saudi Arabia
and Yemen.

There is an ongoing debate
among Muslim scholars as to
whether democracy is compatible
with Islam. There are three views
on this: they are totally incompat-
ible; they are totally compatible;
they are compatible to a degree.

Due to the failure of Muslim
democracies to meet the needs of
their citizens, many Muslims still
hanker after a caliphate, which
they believe will end the disunity
among Muslims and protect them
from invasion and attacks by for-
eign (non-Muslim) states.

Some are awaiting the Mahdi,
who they believe will restore peace
and justice.

There is no single system of
government in the Muslim world.
The diverse systems are secular
democracies; monarchies, like
Saudi Arabia, where the king has

legislative, executive and judicial
powers, and national assemblies,
like Kuwait, where members are
elected and there are political fac-
tions.

We also find a guardian council
and Islamic constituent assembly
in Iran, where the constituent as-
sembly has legislative, judicial and
executive powers, and must sub-
mit legislation for approval to the
guardian council.

In Libya, under Qaddafi, we
had a people’s congress and com-
mittees, which took the place of
parliament. In Morocco, we have
a constitutional monarchy but the
king is not the head of govern-
ment, the prime minister is. He
performs government functions,
according to the constitution, not
by decree.

The majority of Muslim coun-
tries fall in the category of secular
democracies. There are serious de-
ficiencies in all these countries, in-
cluding inefficiency, corruption,
nepotism, election rigging and
clampdown on free speech.

However, the argument ad-
vanced by some Western scholars
and monarchies in the Arab
League that Muslims are not ready
for democracy is unfounded.

Democracy has its pitfalls and
there are many loopholes that are
exploited by political leaders. It is,
nonetheless, far more preferable
than the dictatorships that we
have.

The challenge before Muslim
scholars is to adapt the democratic
system in such a way that it is
more in keeping with Islamic prin-
ciples, norms and values.

Discussions with Dangor
Democracy and the Muslim world

The boundaries of Muslim countries were drawn by colonialists
and have divided Muslims on the basis of  nationality, writes
EMERITUS PROFESSOR SULEMAN DANGOR.
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SHAIKH
FAKHRUDDIN OWAISI

INTERNATIONAL Peace  College South
Africa (Ipsa) is a fully accredited institu-
tion of  tertiary Islamic learning, based in
Cape Town, and the first of its kind.

On the morning of Saturday, December
8, Ipsa hosted a Moulood al-Nabi and vale-
dictory function in honour of the matricu-
lants of 2018. The function was held at the
beautiful Star College Hall, in Bridgetown,
and was a unique affair.

The programme commenced with a qi-
raah by one of the matriculants, followed by
a lovely rendition of nashid entertainment
by the Al-Azhar High School females.

Later on, the male and female reigning
Western Cape nasheed champions, the
Darul-Arqam Islamic High School females,
and Al-Azhar High School males also en-
thralled the audience with spiritually uplift-
ing qasidahs.

The principal of Ipsa, Shaikh Ighsaan
Taliep engaged the youth in attendance on
an inspiring topic, ‘The resurrection of the
Prophetic construct of knowledge for hu-
manity’, where he emphasised the role of
Muslims in the promotion of an ethical
lifestyle in our country and to reflect
Prophetic leadership in the rooting out of in-
justices of corruption, violent crime, in-
equality, poverty and unemployment. These
are the higher objectives of knowledge, he
stated.

The highlight of the morning was the
awarding of the Ipsa Prophet Muhammad
(SAW) Award for Excellence, given to a
male and a female from each high school.
There were three criteria for receiving the
award: excellence in character, excellence in
academic progress and excellence in social
activism.

The purpose of the award was to moti-

vate our youth towards balanced excellence
in life by following the example of the most
excellent of all people, Prophet Muhammad
(SAW).

The awards were jointly presented by the
principal of Ipsa, Shaikh Ighsaan Taliep, and
the principals of the respective schools.

The recipients of the awards were:
Kauthar Omar and Imraan Adams (Al-

Azhar High School), Yusrah Smith and
Muzammil Ahmed Farooki (Darul-Islam
High School), Zahra Hendricks and Za-
ahied Abbas (The Leadership College),
Ra’eesah Van De Rheede and Ismaeel Jacobs

(Darul-Arqam High School), Asma El-
mowafi and Aaliyah Hamdulay (Star Col-
lege Girls High School), Ibraheem Hoosen
and Muhammad Zaakir Ebrahim (Star Col-
lege Boys High School) and Shazeea
Dhansay and Mud-dathir Shaik (Oracle
Academy).

After the screening of a short promo-
tional video clip, senior Ipsa lecturer, Profes-
sor Ebrahim Arnold, addressed the
attendees about the exciting new pro-
grammes being offered at Ipsa for 2019, in
both the one-year certificate in Islamic Stud-
ies course and the three-year BA in Islamic

and Arabic Studies course.
He particularly highlighted the dynamic

Arabic programme being offered at Ipsa
under the leadership of linguistics expert,
Professor Tawfeek Mohamed al-Kinani, of
Yemen.

The programme concluded with a tradi-
tional rendition of the Moulood al-Barzanji
Riwayat and Ashraqal, after which a sump-
tuous lunch was served.

All matriculants left with an Ipsa goody
bag and, more importantly, a sense of pride
and gratitude in passing this important mile-
stone in their lives.

SORAYA SALIE
THE annual banquet of
 International Peace College South
Africa (Ipsa) was held on
 November 3, 2018, at the Old
Mutual Conference Centre,
Kirstenbosch National Botanical
Gardens.

The banquet is Ipsa’s premiere
funding event, hosted in collabo-
ration with Awaf SA with the fore-
most objective of growing the
Shaykh Yusuf Scholarship Waqf
Fund (SYSWF), which is an en-
dowment fund that was estab-
lished under the auspices of Awqaf
SA to offer scholarships to deserv-
ing students at Ipsa.

The theme of this year’s ban-
quet was ‘Muslim business in con-
versation’, with special focus on
the lucrative Halaal industry. It
was an apt conversation to have
on the back of the Wesgro Africa
Halal Week, where the increasing
opportunities in the South African
Halaal industry were showcased.

Ipsa’s principal, Shaikh Ighsaan
Taliep, is of the view that Ipsa is
well positioned to serve the educa-
tional requirements for a thriving
Halaal industry, and argues that
Islamic finance and economics
should and must be pivotal to the
Halaal discourse.

The programme director, Taj
Akleker, officially welcomed the
friends and supporters of Ipsa,
guests, which primarily included
members from the local Muslim
business and corporate fratenity,
and the keynote speaker, the Min-
ister of Economic Development,
Ebrahim Patel.

The minister commenced his
presentation by making reference
to the R290 billion investments in

pledges secured by President
Ramaphosa at a conference a
week earlier. He motivated Mus-
lim businesses to contribute to the
national target for new investment
set by the president.

With regard to the Halaal in-
dustry, the minister said that the
world has taken note of its
tremendous potential. It is unfor-
tunate, though, that South African
Muslims, especially those in the
Western Cape have not seized this
opportunity.

He said that, at government
level, South Africa has excellent
relations with the OIC (Organisa-
tion of Islamic Corporation) coun-
tries, which has 57 member states,
but it is in the business space
where opportunities for the pri-
vate sector really abound.

However, it requires mobilisa-
tion and cooperation. He focused
on two aspects in the Halaal in-

dustry, namely, inward tourism
from Muslims around the world
and the global Halaal trade.

As for Halaal travel, around
130 million Muslim tourists travel
annually. The minister is of the
view that South Africa should be-
come the destination of choice for
Muslims globally since, besides its
natural beauty, it has a lot to offer
Muslim tourists.

It has a large settled Muslim
community to fraternise with, di-
verse halaal cuisine and thousands
of mosques. But it is really the rich
Muslim heritage that can be a po-
tential pull for tourists, particu-
larly from Indonesia.

Indonesians are not well in-
formed of the cultural and histor-
ical connection between Muslims
of South Africa and themselves.
Of around nine million Indonesian
tourists who left Indonesia over a
period of one year, only 3 000 vis-

ited South Africa during the same
time.

If we can secure only one per-
cent of Indonesian tourism, said
the minister, it would add around
half a billion rand to the South
African GDP, which translates into
abundant business and employ-
ment opportunities.

With regard to the global Ha-
laal trade, Minister Patel gave
some remarkable statistics. Some
USD 415 billion of meat is con-
sumed across the Muslim world
annually but South African entre-
preneurs have not yet seized this
opportunity to use their expertise
in the Halaal industry to increase
their meat exports.

He emphasised that for Muslim
business to make inroads in the in-
ternational Halaal industry, South
Africa needs a single, unified na-
tional Halaal branding authority
that is ethical and trustworthy. It
also requires products and services
of high quality with competitive
pricing.

Rashaad Amra, an economist
at the Parliamentary Budget Of-
fice, and an Ipsa alumnus, facili-
tated a robust session of questions,
answers and comments.

Anwah Nagia of Element In-
vestments enquired as to how the
office of the minister could possi-
bly facilitate Muslim business in
benefitting from the Halaal indus-
try, citing lack of access to capital
as a major reason why Muslim
businesses are not the drivers of
the industry.

The minister is of the view that
there is money in the Muslim com-
munity but what is needed is busi-
ness know-how, agility and speed
to recognise and seize the oppor-
tunities offered.

Shreef Abass, CEO of Spice
Mecca, also enquired from the
minister as to his office’s willing-
ness to assist Muslim business.

The minister said he was pre-
pared to convene all the ambassa-
dors of the OIC countries to
provide a platform for Muslim
business in the Halaal industry but
it is essential that Muslim business
mobilise their resources and speak
in a unified voice.

Minister Patel concluded that
what is of critical importance, too,
is for Muslim businesses to lead
the way in business ethics, partic-
ularly in light of the current cli-
mate of corruption in the country.
Finally, he said Muslims must con-
tribute to the economy as South
Africa is our home, and we have
to build a future for our children.

Shreef Abass, who is also a
member of the Ipsa board, once
more reminded attendees of the
primary purpose of the evening
and implored everyone to advance
higher Islamic education by invest-
ing in the SYSWF.

He then outlined the options
available to donors to fund 200
students into perpetuity, emphasis-
ing the spiritual benefits of estab-
lishing a waqf.

As the growth of the Shaykh
Yusuf Scholarship Waqf Fund is
inherently dependent on a healthy
Muslim business sector, Ipsa is
seeking to position itself as a cata-
lyst for the seamless coalescence of
Islamic higher education, wealth
creation and spiritual fulfilment.

Soraya Salie has a degree in Is-
lamic Law and Arabic from Inter-
national Peace College South
Africa (Ipsa) and an MA in Semitic
Languages and Cultures from
University of Johannesburg.

Ipsa annual corporate banquet: Muslim business
in conversation with Minister Ebrahim Patel

The Minister of Economic Development, Ebrahim Patel,  addressing attendees at
the International Peace College South Africa (Ipsa)  annual corporate banquet held
at the Old Mutual Conference Centre, Kirstenbosch National Botanical Gardens,
on November 3, 2018. Photo SUPPLIED

Ipsa hosts 2018 matriculants Moulood and awards programme

TOP: A recipient of the Ipsa Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) Award for Excellence,
Darul-Islam High School’s Hafidh Muzammil
Ahmed Farooki, reciting the opening qiraah.
RIGHT: Zaahied Abbas, a student from The
Leadership College (TLC), a recipient of the
excellence award, is flanked by Shaikh
 Ighsaan Taliep (left), principal of Ipsa, and
Mr Yusuf Atcha (right), principal at TLC.
FAR RIGHT: Ra’eesah Van De Rheede, a
Darul-Arqam Islamic High School student,
was presented with her award by Professor
Ebrahim Arnold, a senior Ipsa lecturer.
Photos SUPPLIED
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AYESHA ORRIE
THE Messenger of Allah (SAW)
was asked: ‘Which charity is
best?’

He replied, ‘Providing water.’
(Abu Dawud)

Since 1993, Muslim Hands has
been providing safe water to over
2,5 million people across the
world. Muslim Hands South
Africa has worked closely with
communities in order to construct
wells that suit their specific needs
and conditions.

Each year, more than 8 000
lives are lost due to water-related
diseases and lack of access to clean
water in the developing world.
Thus far, Muslim Hands has
worked globally to combat this
major obstacle by constructing 1
200 tube wells and installing 1
500 community wells.

Their varied approaches to
water reflect the diverse communi-
ties to which they contribute.
Muslim Hands South Africa gen-
erates solutions by thoroughly as-
sessing each problem to suit the
needs of the individual commu-
nity, whether it is on a local or in-
ternational basis.

With the generosity of the loyal
Muslim Hands donors, the team
can provide access to clean water
by constructing wells that extract
water from 80 metres below the
ground in arid areas where there is
a shortage of rainfall.

Villages that depend on harm-
ful water sources are provided
with water filtration systems, and
crowded communities receive
water sanitation projects.

Muslim Hands takes a holistic
approach to water schemes.
Within developing countries there
is a major lack of knowledge
about health and hygiene. Muslim
Hands delivers educational pro-
grammes to train people to use
water sustainably and to keep
their water sources clean.

Muslim Hands firmly believes
that the responsibility to provide
sanitation and clean water does
not end with the construction of
the well. In order to make sure
that water is safe to use, water
tests are carried out when deliver-

ing programmes, supporting local
people in maintaining projects.

Muslim Hands International
focuses on three different types of
water wells, depending on the
need in the selected area. Dig-a-
wells are ideal for communities
who rely on farming and agricul-
ture with mechanical pumps that
draw water from 40 metres be-
neath the ground, which allows
access to water throughout all sea-
sons. The construction occurs
within nine to twelve months and
is placed in a communal space,
such as a mosque, school or village
centre. Tube wells are manually
operated, draws water from 30
metres and sustains up to four
families, providing clean water for
drinking, washing and cooking.

Construction occurs within six to
nine months.

Community water wells can
serve more than 1 000 people and
provide enough water for families,
livestock and crops. Construction
occurs within six to nine months.

There are a multitude of varied
needs which Muslim Hands ad-
dresses to provide safe, clean,
drinking water to specific commu-
nities.

Therefore, some water projects
assist individual families and oth-
ers are aimed at villages and
towns.

Your donation towards our

Safe Water Fund ensures that
Muslim Hands can deliver clean
and safe water to communities,
families, towns and villages.

Reap the rewards of assisting
different communities and families
by giving them access to clean
water, which is a major improve-
ment in the whole family’s health
and wellbeing, thus decreasing
their chances of getting ill due to
drinking contaminated water.

Children tend to improve aca-
demically due to not missing out
on school because of water-related
illnesses. Also, adults are more
likely to have a steady income due
to better health allowing them to
work consistently.

Once the donor has made his or
her decision about how they want
to help, the Muslim Hands team
starts an assessment process based
on local knowledge to assure that
the well is situated where most
needed. The well construction
starts as soon as conditions allow,
and the donor will receive a per-
sonalised report of the project.
To give the gift of life with Mus-
lim Hands, visit our office at 
1 Carnie Road, Rylands, or call
us on 021 633 6413. Alterna-
tively, check out our projects on
our website on www.mus-
limhands.org.za or our social
media platforms, Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram.
Muslim Hands – united for the
needy.

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -

Give the gift of life with Muslim Hands

Villagers in Niger drinking
 contaminated water. Your generous
donations to the Muslim Hands Safe
Water Fund can prevent this.

Photo SUPPLIED

A family enjoying their tube well, which generous donors make possible by
 donating to the Muslim Hands Safe Water Fund. Photo SUPPLIED
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FOUZIA RYKLIEF
GROWING up in a stable and
faith-based home does not
 guarantee that our children will
not use and abuse drugs and
 alcohol. This is a fact.

Many of us know – or have
heard – of ‘close to home’ in-
stances involving children and
even adults who are victims of
drug and/ or alcohol abuse, and
we have seen the devastating
breakdown of families and the
heartache that result.

Teenagers, by their very nature,
can easily be attracted to this risk-
taking behaviour because of their
unconscious goal for excitement
and adventure; add to this some
negative factors on the home front
and the scene is set for a youth to
be enticed into indulging in this
type of behaviour.

There is a lot we can do to pre-
vent our children from using drugs
and alcohol. Talking about it is
vital. We can do this in the context
of a positive and strong relation-
ship with them.

Maintain open relationships
with your children: listen to them
and acknowledge their feelings
and opinions without being judge-
mental about what they say. This
will make them feel safe about
talking to you about what bothers
them.

Build self-esteem by focusing on
what they do right, what you like
about them, and give more posi-

tive feedback than criticism to
them.

Encourage independence in
making choices by giving them op-
portunities to become confident
decision-makers. This means that
you must let them decide for them-
selves from very early on, on a va-
riety of things. Show respect for
the small decisions they make –
this will build their confidence.

Be a good example. When chil-
dren see us reaching for a drink,
even coffee or a pill when we feel
stressed, we give them the message
that in order to feel better we have
to ‘take something’. Think of
healthy alternatives when you are
stressed. Our values and beliefs
must be reflected in our behaviour.

Create opportunities for chil-
dren to find natural ‘highs’ – op-
portunities where they can do well
and feel good about it.

Get to know their friends. Do
not make it difficult for your chil-
dren to bring friends home on a
regular basis. Make your home
child-friendly so that your children

don’t feel the need to look for fun
elsewhere.

Have a conversation. Use
teachable moments to start the
conversation, for example, some-
thing may have happened to a
friend at school or a family mem-
ber; your child might ask you
about your own past drug use,
that of a family member or a
neighbour; the newspapers regu-
larly feature reports on drug busts
by police or drug-related crimes
that were committed; advertise-
ments featuring alcohol in TV pro-
grammes and magazines.

When children raise the subject,
it presents you with an opportu-
nity to truly listen to them, by en-
couraging them to talk about how
they feel about taking drugs; what
they would do if someone were to
offer them drugs.

When they raise the subject of
drugs or alcohol, you have the op-
portunity to advise them on how
they could assert themselves and
say no. You could role-play or
play a game: ‘If one of your friends

offers you drugs, what would you
say?’ Help your children to formu-
late what it is that they could say
or do without being branded a
spoilsport.

You need to express, strongly,
your values, views and knowledge
about drugs. This means, of
course, that you have to be in-
formed or knowledgeable; there
are lots of information available
on the internet, from the Drug
Counselling Centre and the South
African National Council on Alco-
holism and Drug Dependence
(Sanca).

You have a wonderful opportu-
nity to be the first person to talk
with your child about issues like
drugs and sex before anyone else
can confuse him with ‘just the
facts’ and explanations that lack
the sense of values and moral prin-
ciples you want to instil.

This is important because chil-
dren will have heard some ‘facts’
from their peers such as ‘this won’t
harm you’, ‘you won’t get hooked’
or ‘dagga is now legal so you

won’t get into trouble’. Children
want and need moral guidance
from their parents so don’t hesi-
tate to make your values and be-
liefs clear.

There needs to be a family po-
sition on the use of any intoxicant.
It is important that parents ex-
press the family position. Make
your message clear and unambigu-
ous. For example, ‘In this family
we do not use drugs, drink alcohol
or smoke cigarettes because they
are bad for our bodies.’

Talk openly about what you see
as the potential dangers – from
health to safety – in a practical
way so that they are less likely to
see your advice as just parents
wanting to assert themselves.

Get the timing right. Try to find
a relaxed time when you can chat,
for example, when you are giving
them a lift or lounging around
rather than when you are halfway
out the door. As children change,
encountering new influences and
challenges, it is important to keep
up to date, and to remain open to
ongoing discussions.

We may have made mistakes in
the past in the way we have com-
municated with our children and,
while we can’t undo them, we can
do something different to achieve
a different outcome.

A useful piece of advice from
Parenting in Africa Network: ‘If
you can’t go back to make a new
start, start now to make a new
end.’

How can I prevent my child from using drugs and alcohol?
You have a wonderful opportunity to be the first 

person to talk with your child about issues like drugs 
and sex before anyone else can confuse him with ‘just 

the facts’ and explanations that lack the sense of 
values and moral principles you want to instil...

Positive and Effective Parenting
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PERSONAL finances is not
rocket science. The basics are
simple to understand and anyone
can grasp the concepts very
quickly – spend less than you
earn, save and invest the rest.
That’s it!

Knowing what you need to do
and actually following through
with it are, however, two different
things.

Most people do realise that
spending more money than they
have is a bad, bad thing.

But that still doesn’t keep mil-
lions of people from drowning
themselves in debt.

What follows in this article are
a few financial happiness lessons
that have the power to change
your life if you are able to embrace
them.

Money cannot make you
happy. We all know this, in prin-
ciple, but we still stay in jobs we
do not enjoy; we drag our feet day
by day. We need to get it into our
heads that money in itself does not
make you happy, and collecting
money will do very little for your
happiness unless you know how to
use that money once you have it.

Happiness can, however, come
from the opportunities money
makes available so that you can do
the things that you want to do. If
you have no idea what these things
are then no amount of money will
make you happy.

Goals are the key. Start making
financial goals today; don’t wait
until you’re in your forties. Finan-
cial goals give you something to
strive for and they help to give you

clearer knowledge on how you
want to spend the money that you
earn.

They also greatly help you
avoid impulse purchases and
spending money on things that
aren’t important.

Buy memories, not things.
When it comes to spending the
money that you have, buying ex-
periences and memories with
those whom you care about is a
much better way of using your
money than purchasing material
things. It’s not the house that you
buy but the home that you make
with your family that matters.

When you look back on your
life, you will remember the times,
memories and experiences far

more than the
things that you
have purchased.
Understanding
this will ensure
that you get
much more
value out of the
money you

spend.
TV is a dream killer. We hear

time and time again people saying
that they simply don’t have the
time to achieve the goals that they
have. If you are the average per-
son, that time that you don’t have
is being spent in front of your tel-
evision.

If you want to achieve your
goals and dreams, the first thing
you need to do is to start weaning
yourself off your television. You
can’t imagine the amount of extra
time that you have and all the
extra things that you can accom-
plish when you take the time spent
in front of the television (or com-
puter or whatever other form of
procrastination you use) to work
on the financial and other goals
that you have.

Financial mistakes aren’t all
bad. Everybody makes these mis-
takes and they can actually be a
great benefit for you in the long
run. The key is learning from them
instead of repeating them over and
over again. Instead of being hard

on yourself when you make a mis-
take, take the time to learn from it
and make sure that it never hap-
pens again.

Do what you love and money
will follow. The money probably
won’t be there at first, and it might
seem impossible for you to figure
out a way to make money from it
but if you are truly passionate
about it, there is a way to succeed
and make a living doing what you
love.

It takes a lot of time, effort and
persistence, and it won’t be easy.
You will likely have to become
quite creative to make it happen
but if you truly love what you’re
doing, that effort will be the rea-
son you are willing to put in the
extra hours it takes to succeed.

That concludes our tips to fi-
nancial happiness.

We really hope you will make
use of them in this new year.
Please note that the above is for
information purposes only and
does not constitute tax advice. As
each individual’s personal
 circumstances vary, we
 recommend they seek advice on
the matter. Please note that while
every effort is made to ensure
 accuracy, Nexia SAB&T does not
accept responsibility for any
 inaccuracies or errors contained
herein. If you are in doubt about
any information in this article or
require any advice on the topical
matter, please do not hesitate to
contact any Nexia SAB&T office
nationally.

Find financial
happiness this new year
HASSEN KAJIE, CA (SA), a director of Nexia SAB&T, based
in the Cape Town office, and AYSHA OSMAN, CA (SA),
 National Technical Manager for Nexia SAB&T, in the
 Centurion office, advise on finding financial happiness in
the year ahead.

Hassen Kajie Aysha Osman

Focus on Finance

Financial mistakes aren’t all bad. Everybody makes 

these mistakes and they can actually be a great benefit 

for you in the long run. The key is learning from them 

instead of repeating them over and over again. Instead of

being hard on yourself when you make a mistake, take 

the time to learn from it and make sure that it never 

happens again. Do what you love and money will 

follow. The money probably won’t be there at first, 

and it might seem impossible for you to figure out a 

way to make money from it but if you are truly 

passionate about it, there is a way to succeed and 

make a living doing what you love.
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DILSHAD PARKER
A FOCUS on food during an
Umrah seems distasteful (excuse
the pun) but we are human, and
even during a spiritual journey
we must nourish our bodies as
we nourish our souls.

I went on a whirlwind, two-
week Umrah trip this past Decem-
ber and the food experience was
certainly one to write home about.

We arrived in Madinah and
checked in at the Millenium Al
Aqeeq Hotel, which is one block
away from Masjid al Nabawi,
very close to the ladies entrance,
gate 16.

A quick, five-minute walk from
the hotel and you are on the
mataaf.

By the time we had rested and
freshened up, it was already sup-
pertime.

After a quick recon we found
some casual shawarma and kebab
shops around the corner from the
hotel.

There was also the option of
fried chicken and chips, known as
broast, which you find everywhere
in Madinah.

Our stay included breakfast,
which we often enjoyed straight
after Fajr prayers, returning from
the haram at 6.30am.

I would never eat breakfast that
early at home but all routines are
cast aside on a trip like this, when
your ibadah dictates your every
movement.

Eating at that time meant you
could sleep till Dhuhr, which was
usually the longest period of rest
one could get in a day.

In practice, though, this was
hardly ever possible.

Breakfast in Makkah and Mad-
inah was very similar.

There was a lot of Mediter-
ranean influence in the food and
you’ll find a variety of cheese,
olives, hummus and salad as part
of the spread.

The rest of the buffet was quite
international with a pancake or
waffles station, omelets and eggs
station, a hot buffet of sausages
(mostly viennas), baked beans, po-
tatoes, chicken liver and mush-
room.

These would change on a daily
basis.

There was always a large array
of breads and wraps and sweet
pastries to have with coffee or tea.

Popular juices that you don’t
get in most other places include

lemon and mint juice and a white
guava juice which tastes similar to
what we have in South Africa but
is completely smooth, without the
grainy texture which I rather
fancy.

I was a tad dissappointed to
discover that sit down restaurants
were not popular there.

There were some casual Pak-
istani or Indian cuisine spots,
though.

These spots were the kind
where they cover the tables with
plastic before you sit so they can
just whip the whole thing off when
you’re done.

The food was tasty but I can’t
say much for the experience, ex-
cept that it’s functional.

Sit down restaurants are usually

located in the hotels that surround
the masjid.

These are really expensive:
think 35 riyal (about R150) for a
bowl of soup or 90 riyal (R360)
for a steak.

At a 4 to 1 exchange rate, the
rand was weak and food was ex-
pensive.

We mostly bought shawarmas
and chicken from the takeout
shops, which ranged from six to
eleven riyal for a shawarma.
Chicken and chips for four cost
about 16 riyal.

Al Baik was one of the places
that several of my readers had rec-
ommended so, one day after
Dhuhr, our group of ten set off
with our two moms in wheelchairs
to find the Al Baik branch close to

the haram.
We were told that it was just

past the haram; a couple of blocks
further.

A couple of blocks turned out
to be much further than antici-
pated and on finally arriving at the
famed Al Baik, we were greeted by
a jam-packed outlet and a queue
coming out the door.

It did live up to its reputation
though. It’s a bit like KFC.

What’s different is that they in-
ject the spices into the chicken so
you get streaks of spice and
flavour inside the meat.

They also have crumbed
shrimps and chips, which were
well priced for seafood.

The four-piece chicken meal
with chips and two sauces were 13
riyal (about R52) and eight-piece
shrimp meal 26 riyal (about
R100).

I also really enjoyed the garlic
sauce that came with their meals.

I wish I had more time to ex-
plore the food options on this trip
but two weeks is way too short,
especially when your purpose is
firstly a spiritual one.

Insha Allah, I hope to make the
journey again soon for Hajj.

And I am grateful that I re-
ceived this opportunity for Umrah
first.
This review is independent and
meals were paid for.
Dilshad Parker is owner and
 author of
www.hungryforhalaal.co.za

Not only Al Baik: an Umrah food journey

The famed Al Baik injected chicken.
Photo DILSHAD PARKER

Restaurant food at Indian and
 Pakistani spots was simple, and one
meal easily fed two people.

Photo DILSHAD PARKER

Shawarmas and refreshing lemon and
mint juice were readily available all
over Madinah.

Photo DILSHAD PARKER
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IBRAHIM OKSAS 
and NAZEEMA AHMED

IN a previous article, we shared
Bediuzzaman Said Nursi’s
 reflections on the pain,
 misfortunes and wounds that are
experienced by people on the
path of misguidance. In this
 article, we will discuss his
thoughts on the experiences of
people who follow the brilliant
highway of the Quran.

Bediuzzaman contends that fol-
lowing the path of the All-Wise
Quran cures with the truths of
imaan all the wounds of the peo-
ple who choose the path of mis-
guidance. It disperses all the
gloom and darkness of that path.
He thus enumerates the following
guidance from the All-Wise
Quran.

It cures man’s weakness, pow-
erlessness, poverty and need with
trust in One All-Powerful and
Compassionate.

By handing over the burden of
his life and being to His power
and mercy instead of loading it on
himself, man finds ease and com-
fort. The Quran states that he is
not a ‘rational animal’ but rather
a true man and a well accepted
guest of the All-Merciful One.

The path of the All-Wise Quran
shows that death and the ap-
pointed hour is the bridge to the

barzakh, and the introduction to
joining and meeting beloved ones
already in the world of eternity.

It thus cures the wounds in-
flicted by the notion of death as
eternal separation, as held by the
people of misguidance. It demon-
strates that separation is, in fact,
the truest form of meeting.

Further, by establishing that the
grave is a door opening onto the
world of mercy, an abode of hap-
piness, a garden of Jannah, the lu-
minous realm of the All-Merciful
One, it dispels man’s most terrify-
ing fear and shows that the appar-
ently painful, troublesome and
unpleasant journey to the barzakh
is, in fact, the most pleasurable,
enjoyable and joyous of journeys.
It shows that the grave is a door
opening onto the garden of mercy.

The Quran also says to the be-
liever, ‘Since you have only partial
and restricted choice, hand over
your affairs to your Owner’s Uni-
versal Will. Since your power is lit-
tle, rely on the power of the
Possessor of Absolute Power.

‘Since your life is brief, think of
eternal life. Do not worry! There
is an unending life. If your mind is
dull, let the sun of the Quran shine
on you. Look with the light of
imaan, then each ayah of the
Quran will illuminate you like a
star. Since you have innumerable
hopes and pains, know that infi-

nite reward and limitless mercy
await you. Since you have innu-
merable desires and aims, do not
think of them and become dis-
turbed. This world cannot contain
them; the proper place for them is
another realm, and the one who
will grant them is one other than
yourself.’

The Quran also says, ‘O man!
You do not own yourself. Rather,
you are totally owned by the One
whose power is infinite, an All-
Compassionate One of Glory
whose mercy is infinite. Therefore,
do not trouble yourself by shoul-
dering the burden of your life for
it is He who grants you life and
administers it.

‘Also, the world is not without
an owner so do not be anxious by
thinking of the state of the world
and load that burden onto your
mind, for the world’s owner is All-
Wise and All-Knowing. You are a
guest so do not be self-important
and interfering.

‘Furthermore, creatures such as
men and animals have not been
left to their own devices, rather,
they are all officials with specific
duties. They are watched over by
an All-Wise and Compassionate
One.

‘Do not distress your ruh by
thinking of their pains and afflic-
tions. Do not try to be more sym-
pathetic and kind-hearted than

their All-Compassionate Creator.
‘Also, the reins of all those

things that are hostile to you, from
microbes to plagues, storms,
famine and earthquakes, are in the
hands of that All-Compassionate
All-Wise One. Being All-Wise, He
does nothing in vain. Being All-
Compassionate, His mercy is pro-
fuse. There is a form of grace and
favour contained in everything
that He does.’

The Quran also says, ‘This
world is indeed temporary. How-
ever, it produces the necessities for
an everlasting world. It is transient
and fleeting but it yields eternal
fruits, and displays the manifesta-
tions of an eternal being’s eternal
names. Its pleasures are indeed
few and its pains many but the
favours of the All-Merciful and
Compassionate One are everlast-
ing and are true pleasures.

‘Since the sphere of what is per-
missible is sufficient for all the
pleasures, delights and joys of the
ruh, heart and nafs, do not ap-
proach the sphere of what is not
permissible.

‘Furthermore, prohibited pleas-
ure on the path of misguidance
causes man to fall to the lowest of
the low whereas the All-Wise
Quran elevates man, through
imaan and good deeds, from the
lowest of the low to the highest of
the high.

‘Also, through making known
the All-Glorious One, who is the
ruler of pre-eternity and post-eter-
nity, the All-Wise Quran confers
on man the position of a bonds-
man, a guest and an official en-
trusted with specific duties. And it
ensures that he travels with the
greatest ease both in the guest
house of this world and in the
stages and stopping places of the
barzakh and the hereafter.

The truth of the Quran also
says, ‘O believer! Do not give your
infinite capacity for love to your
ugly, defective, evil, and for your
harmful, instinctual soul. Do not
take it as your object of love and
its whims as your object of wor-
ship.

‘Rather, take the One who has
bestowed on you that infinite ca-
pacity for love. He will also make
you infinitely happy in the future,
and, through His nimah, He will
also make happy all those people
to whom you are attached, and
whose happiness makes you
happy.’

Finally, guidance from the
Quran says: ‘Take for your object
of love and worship One who pos-
sesses infinite perfection and a
beauty that is infinitely sacred,
flawless and unfading. The beauty
of His mercy and the mercy of His
beauty are demonstrated by all the
beauties and bounties of Jannah.’

Light from the Quran

The highway of the Quran
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CRISIS MANAGEMENT
half-day WORKSHOPhalf-day WORKSHOP
CRISIS MANAGEMENT 29 January 2019

Glenhove Conference Centre, Johannesburg

For more information, book seat and group discount, contact TJ on
tambud@mg.co.za or 011 250 7300 or visit http://qkt.io/MG-CrisisMgt2019

Organisations spend years building a brand and its business, establishing
their reputation and when (not if) a crisis strikes, CEOs and their team are
under siege. Their company reputation and credibility take a huge knock.
Attend this workshop to mitigate risks, take steps and be fully prepared
for any future crisis. This is a critical checklist for any business going into
the new year!

Protect your reputation and credibilityProtect your reputation and credibility

26 February 2019
Glenhove Conference Centre

Johannesburg

Speakers include: 

• Hamlet Hlomendlini, Senior Agricultural Economist Specialist,
   Absa Agribusiness
• Omni van Zyl, Executive Director, Agri SA
• Isaah Mhlanga, Executive Chief Economist, Alexander Forbes Investments
• Busisiwe Mavuso, Chief Operations Officer, Business Leadership
   South Africa (BLSA)
• Dr Nimrod Zalk, Industrial Development Policy & Strategy Advisor,
   Department of Trade & Industry
• Chris Yelland, Energy Analyst & Managing Director, EE Publishers
• Laura Bertrand, Managing Director, Everyday Ethics and Founding Director,
   Ethics Practitioners Association (EPA)
• Ryan Bacher, Managing Director, NetFlorist
• Jade Kirkel, Group Marketing Manager, Sorbet
• Vukani Mde, Political Analyst
• Dr Sithembile Mbete, Political Analyst and Lecturer, Department of Political
   Sciences, University of Pretoria
• Dr Paul Noumba Um, Country Director, World Bank

To book seat (R4800/p) and queries, email TJ on tambud@mg.co.za 
or call 11 2507300 or visit http://qkt.io/MG-SAeconomy2019
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ECONOMY
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28 March 2019, Glenhove Conference Centre, Johannesburg

LAND REFORM
UPDATES, IMPLICATIONS & WHAT TO EXPECT

• How will the policy be implemented effectively to achieve the desired outcomes?

• Will this lead to erosion of property rights? What about the legal and financial security of property owners?

• How will the law cater for the assets on a farm and improvements made on the land?

• How can government provide a financial plan to implement a satisfactory land resettlement programme?

• How will financial institutions partner in mobilising resources to accelerate land redistribution programme?

• Will land reform trigger default and will there be compensation to banks?

• Will land redistribution ultimately create jobs and alleviate poverty?

• How to select land reform beneficiaries and what are they eligible to get?

• What are the types of property that will be expropriated first?

• What are the implications on the future of food security and economy?

• How will this influence our currency and foreign investment into SA?

• What will be the overall impact on business community?

To book seat (R4800/p) or group discount, email TJ on tambud@mg.co.za or
call 11 250 7300 or visit http://qkt.io/MGLandReform2019

The Mail & Guardian and Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung invite you to attend a post- state of the nation 
address Critical Thinking Forum.

The Mail & Guardian critical thinking forum will debate the current state of the nation and the 
government's plans to deal with the political social & economic challenges facing the country.  

DATE:  Friday 8th February 2019 
VENUE: Workshop 17, The Watershed, 17 Dock Road 
  V&A Waterfront, Cape Town
  Portswood Road, V&A Waterfront
TIME:  08h30 for 09h00 until 10h30
RSVP:  mahlodim@mg.co.za or call 011 250 7399

I N V I T A T I O N
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JASMINE KHAN
ALLAH says: ‘Be guardians of
your prayers, and of the midmost
prayer, and stand up with
 devotion to Allah.’ (Quran
2:238) To safeguard our salaah
means to perform it at its
 prescribed time and to be
 steadfast in it so that we ensure
that we do not miss a single
salaah.

Our days are structured in such
a way that we have a specific time
to start work, have a lunch break
midway through the day and we
stop working at a specific time.
This is how we regiment our days.

When it comes to the obliga-
tory prayers, we do not have this
luxury. This is especially applica-
ble to the dawn prayer.

The time for all the prayers
shifts as the seasons change, how-
ever, the dawn prayer presents the
greatest challenge, if we allow it to
be so.

Instead of considering it to be a
burden to rise so early, let us look
at all the blessings we enjoy when
we obey the call of the adhaan.

The Fajr adhaan has the same
wording as that for all the other
prayer times, with one exception.
Included in the call are the words:
‘Assalaatu khairum minnan
noum’ (prayer is better than
sleep).

This is our Rabb telling us very
clearly that it is better to rise for
prayer than to continue sleeping.

‘Verily, salaah is compulsory on
the Muslims at its prescribed
time.’ (Quran 3:103).

Performing salaah at any other
than its prescribed time without a
valid shari excuse opens us up to
destruction.

In Surah Mu’minoon (chapter
23), Allah speaks about the believ-
ers as: ‘Successful are the believers
who are humble in their prayers’
(23:1-2); ‘And who pay heed to
their prayers. These are the heirs
who will inherit Paradise. There
they will abide.’ (23:9-11)

Salaah is important, as is doing
it at the appointed time. It is re-

ported from Buraida (RA) that
Nabi Muhammad (SAW) said:
‘The contract that is between us
and them rests on the prayer. Any-
one who abandons it has rejected
belief.’ (At Tirmidhi)

Fajr means ‘dawn’ in Arabic;
coming from the same root word
as ‘infijar’. This means ‘to burst
forth’ and refers to the sun as it
erupts from the darkness of the
night, replacing darkness with
light and clarity.

As the sun sustains life on earth
and causes things to grow, so does
praying at Fajr bring light and
guidance to us. The sun provides
comfort and safety to humanity,
similarly, the dawn prayer gives
strength and support to our souls
and hearts.

‘So wait patiently for your
Lord’s decree for surely you are in
Our sight; and hymn the praise of
your Lord when you rise up (from
sleep). And in the night time also
hymn His praise, and at the setting
of the stars.’ (Quran 52:48-49).

The prayer at Fajr is at dawn,
and this is when the stars disap-
pear. Performing Fajr Salaah when
the light and life is provided by the
dawn allows us to tap into the
presence of Allah’s angels. We tap
into positive energy, which, in
turn, sets the tone for the rest of
the day. Our day is consequently
open to endless blessings and light.

When we wake up, we wash
our faces to erase the traces of
sleep; similarly, the dawn prayer
will remove all that is harmful
from the soul, thus purifying it.

Nabi Muhammad (SAW) is re-
ported to have asked the Compan-
ions: ‘What do you think will
happen if there were a river by
someone’s door in which he
washed five times a day? Do you
think that any dirt would remain
on him? They replied: ‘Not a scrap
of dirt would remain on him.’

Rasoolullah (SAW) responded:
‘With the five prayers, Allah wipes
out wrong actions.’ (Narrated by
Abu Huraira. (Bukhari).

It is important to rise early
enough to perform the two
rakaats sunnah of Fajr. Sayyida
Aisha (RA) narrates that Rasoolul-
lah (SAW) said: ‘The two rakaats
of the sunnah of Fajr are better
than the world and all it contains.’
(Muslim)

Remember that during the last
third of the night, Allah descends
to the lower heaven, waiting for
anyone who appeals to Him, and
He will grant it to His believing
slave.

Let us bear all this in mind
when we set our alarms for what
we imagine is the middle of the
night, and may Allah grant us the
blessings of rising before dawn,
ameen.

From Consciousness to Contentment

Praying is better than sleeping

Salaah is one of the pillars of Islam and when we take time out from our busy
lives to communicate with our Creator. The prayer at Fajr, prepares us for the day
ahead and ensures that we start the day on the right note.

Photo ESA ALEXANDER
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YOU don’t have to spend $100
million on a painting by Italian
polymath genius Leonardo da
Vinci to appreciate art.

Why fork out R26 600 000 for
a local Irma Stern expressive ren-
dering of a Zanzibar Arab to feast
on creative genius? The latter
painting was bought by Qatar
Orientalist Museum in 2011.

The painting was refused an ex-
port licence by the South African
Heritage Resources Agency, but,
eventually, a somewhat bizarre
deal was struck that the painting

should be exhibited in Qatar for
five years and then should spend
some time in South Africa.

If you’re sane, you can buy in-
teresting art without spending a
fortune. A fridge magnet painting
or a copy of a painting, should
cost no more than a couple of
rands.

Don’t scoff. Don’t laugh. My
contention is that anything that
you deem beautiful or admirable
is art and worthy of appreciation
and enjoyment. The cost and value
of such mini-art is secondary.

It is not necessary for you to
buy such art only when travelling
abroad; fridge magnet art is read-
ily available locally.

Are you interested in flowers?
Go to Kirstenbosch Botanical Gar-
dens; I’m sure they should have a
selection of indigenous flower
magnetic fridge art to drool over.

If your interests lie with local
scenic views then visit curio shops
in different locales, ranging from
the exclusive at the V&A Water-
front to more modest stops at
local art shops, tourist destina-
tions in our beautiful wilderness
parks, heritage sites and seaside
curio vendors.

Outdoor flea markets in
Kirstenbosch, Muizenberg and
Milnerton are also sure to tempt
you with an array of choices.

For travellers, the tiny, scenic
fridge art are ideal gifts, low in
price, low in weight for the airline
scales but chock-a-block full of
memories. These gifts should not
be hidden in drawers to gather
dust and mould; they should
bloom bright every day.

Whenever you reach for the
fridge doors, these souvenirs are
there, constant reminders of dis-
tant places visited and savoured.

Marvel at the dexterity and tal-
ent that go into renditions of art
and scenic views. No matter how
many times you see them, they
constantly give artistic pleasure
and emotional contentment.

You are reminded that you
were there at some of their birth-

places and marvelled at the talent
of those forgotten artists who
squinted their eyes to paint or dec-
orate these mini-masterpieces with
infinite love and patience. Your
purchase may not have made the
artist rich but it contributed to
bread on the table, and maybe
some jam.

When art pieces are continually
on view, you might not always
‘see’ them. But stop once in a
while and focus on their subjects
and artistic detail. In the blink of
an eye, sullen moods change, de-
pression and drudge fade; the
change is subtle but it is there.

You say to yourself, ‘That’s
where I bought you, that day that
was so dark, bleak and rainy but I
snatched you from the display
table and now you bring me sun-
shine every day.’

Drivel? No. Human beings are
like that. Often, small things bring
back piquant memories of
episodes and incidents in our lives.
They can bring back sadness and
sorrow but also smiles and laugh-
ter.

The small ceramic tile in my
hand was bought in Turkey, the
home of some of the most beauti-
ful mosques in the world. The Blue
Sultan Ahmed Mosque is such a
gem, clothed in exquisite tiles
adorned with blue patterns and
stylised, red tulips.

There is much to read on those
tiles. Tulips originated in Turkey.
They were once prized in Europe
and particularly in Holland.
Colour and structure variations
were bought for a thousand or
more rands per bulb. When the
market for the bulbs crashed,
many speculators were ruined.

The tulip on this mini-tile is
stylised, not realistic; that’s artistic
licence that challenges the mind.
The rendition allows for recogni-

tion of an object without it being
photo-real. The red and blue pri-
mary colours etches the picture
into one’s mind.

A visit to the tile-makers in
Izmir taught us how the tile was
made from special kaolin,
painstakingly painted and deco-
rated then fired in extremely hot
ovens; a long and arduous journey.
That small souvenir tile now has a
louder voice in our estimation; it
is art akin to that of any painting
on museum walls.

Konya, in the centre of Anato-
lia, Turkey, was our next stop. It is
the burial place of the 13th cen-
tury great Sufi, poet and jurist,
Moulana Jallal ad-Din Muham-
mad Rumi (died December 17,
1273). His great poem, the Mas-
navi, is much revered. His name is
associated with the Whirling
Dervish dance by skirted men
twirling round and round in ec-
stasy.

The Sufi ‘dance’ was actually
devised by his son, Sultan Walad.
On the tile, the dervish is rendered
by only a few strokes of the pen.
For those who have seen the mys-
tic dance that is all that is required
to bring back that spiritual evoca-
tion in a cave in Konya.

A third art piece is a complex
calligraphy of Istanbul, using
Western script.

The domes are there. Minarets
reach to the heavens, summoning
the faithful to prayers. Seagulls cir-
cle the skies above the Golden
Horn, waiting for scraps of fish
pulled from the sea by fishermen
on the Galata Bridge. Intriguing
art encapsulating all that is Istan-
bul.

The mini-art pieces cling to the
fridge door, each one telling its
tale. From where will the next one
come to add another story to the
enthralling tome?

A fridge magnet painting or a copy of a painting should cost no
more than a couple of rands, writes DR M C D’ARCY.

Art’s for All
Fridge magnet art; small in size, big in memories

A stylised tulip on the left challenges a delightful cornucopia of floral art on the right. Photo M C D’ARCY

Magnetic fridge door art pieces: a
 museum of fascinating art.

Photo M C D’ARCY

The Whirling Dervish of Rumi twirls calligraphy into a mystic, dizzy dance.
Photo M C D’ARCY

Istanbul, swirling calligraphy, domes, minarets and seagulls paint this magic city.
Photo M C D’ARCY
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AN analysis of the 2018
Taraweeg Survey has revealed a
dramatic increase in the number
of mosques where the full Quran
is recited during Taraweeh.

In comparison to the 2011
Taraweeg Survey, last year, 133 of
the 195 mosques surveyed, or 68
per cent, recited at least a full juz
each night during the holy month.
This is a significant increase from
the 2011 Taraweeg Survey when
82 of the 168 mosques surveyed,
or 49 per cent, read the full
ghatam.

Interestingly, when the
Taraweeg survey was first con-
ducted in 1988 amongst 77
mosques, only 14, or 18 per cent,
of them recited the full ghatam.

As can be seen in Table 1 on
this page, this trend has acceler-
ated over the last 15 years, coin-
ciding with a significant increase
in the number of existing mosques

in the Cape Peninsula, from 138 in
2003 to 195 mosques last year.

The reasons for this trend of
opting for full ghatams are proba-
bly multiple but the output from
the many successful hifdh schools
in the Western Cape must play a
significant role. The availability of
fully hafidh students in the com-
munity must persuade many
mosque committees to honour
them in leading the jamaah in full
recital of the Holy Quran.

In addition, the presence and
active input of a number of highly
honoured international scholars of
the Quran has been a huge bless-
ing to our community. Many of
these hufaadh, male and female,
have been granted ijaazah (permis-
sion) and sanad (chain) for various
readings of the Quran.

All these developments place a
greater responsibility on the
Taraweeg Survey as a vehicle for

tracking our future leadership re-
sources.

Collaboration with 
Muslim Views

This year’s Taraweeg Survey
hopes to achieve a significant im-
provement in the quality and
quantity of information included
as the Boorhaanol Islam Move-
ment once again collaborates with
Muslim Views in producing a sup-
plement that Cape Muslims will
find indispensable for their Ra-
madaan planning.

The overwhelmingly positive
response to last year’s inaugural
print supplement has been a cause
for great encouragement, and
evoked the realisation that the
service can be expanded for the
benefit of all Muslims.

The advent of the first elec-
tronic version of the Taraweeg
Survey, last year, has also paved
the way to overcoming the gaps in
the detail from some mosques who
had not finalised their team of hu-
faadh at the time of going to print,
thus necessitating blank spaces to
be left.

Updating the website during
Ramadaan has bestowed a real-
time authenticity that has marked
the electronic survey as a more
complete set of information for
musallees.

Readers are urged to visit the
Boorhaanol website throughout
the year at boorhaanol.org where
the latest information on any mat-
ters related to the survey will be
uploaded.

Community contact is best
It is clear that the authenticity

of both the print and the electronic
versions of the Taraweeg Survey
depends heavily on the data ob-
tained from the imams and
mosque committees of the nearly
200 mosques.

Such data is best obtained from
the imams and masjid committees
by surveyors living near the rele-
vant mosques as they will be better
acquainted with the dynamics
around the mosques in their area.

Urgent appeal for 
volunteer surveyors

An urgent appeal is thus made
for volunteer surveyors, young or
not-so-young, male or female, to
avail themselves in taking respon-
sibility for collecting the mosque
data of their area.

See contact details on the right.

Dramatic increase in full ghatam recitals
Boorhaanol and MV gear up for Taraweeg Survey 2019

Table 1 Data SUPPLIED

Since the first Taraweeg Survey in 1988, there has been a marked increase in the
number of Cape Town mosques where the whole ghatam is recited during Ra-
madaan. Of the 77 mosques included in the first survey, only 14 recited a full
ghatam. In 2018, 133 of the 195 mosques surveyed recited at least a full juz every
night. Photos courtesy BOORHANOL ISLAM MOVEMENT

Overview of Quran recital during
Taraweeh in the Western Cape

Please contact Yusrah of the Boorhaanol Islam
 Movement at 021 424 1864 or sms/ WhatsApp your
name, surname and suburb to 084 222 1308.
You could also email your details to
boorhaanol@gmail.com.


