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YOUR ZAKAT CHANGED THEIR WORLDTHANK YOU FOR SHARING YOUR ZAKAT

A winter of difficulty and ease

‘Al-widaa, al-widaa ya Ramadaan, assalaamu alaika ya shahru Ramadaan …’ we mournfully recite as we bid farewell to the month that witnessed our increased recital of Quran, our prayers, our generosity, our
concern for the poor and needy. However, after Eid, many of us fall back into our old routines and we tend to forget about those less fortunate than us. This year must be different; is different. As the COVID-19
lockdown lifts and winter sets in, the ‘new normal’ will continue, and our new normal should include a heightened concern for the many who have lost their jobs, who might not have the means to cover their
day-to-day costs of rent, electricity and water; who don’t know where their next meal will come from. Since the lockdown, in March, many people have been unable to access the basic needs to survive but in an
unprecedented response, people organised themselves and started sourcing donations for food hampers to distribute to those in need. Pictured here is a delivery of vegetables donated for a township feeding
scheme to assist the needy. Similar scenes are being played out in townships across the country (if allowed) and we all need to play our part. The days ahead are going to be difficult for many and it is necessary
that we take the momentum we built up in the month of fasting, and continue the good beyond Ramadaan, beyond Eid. Photo JASYN HOWES
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Eid mubarak!
We would normally insert our Eid
greeting at the end of an editorial
written for an ‘Eid edition’.
These are not normal times,
 however, and we point this out at
the very beginning of this
 contribution.
COVID-19, the global pandemic
that has already taken over 
330 000 lives across the world,
makes these times anything but
 ‘normal’. At the time of going to
press, global COVID-19 infection
rates were recorded at over 
5-million people. And, according
to well-respected experts across
all countries, the best evidence
suggests that the COVID-19
 pandemic is nowhere near its
peak, which is expected only in
September 2020.
The past months have been, as
so many have pointed out in
South Africa and across the
globe, ‘unprecedented’: in our
lifetimes (at least for the majority
of us), we have nothing to
 compare these times to.
What does such a period do to

human beings? (We have not
begun to see, in the public
 domain, systematic thinking
around what the effect is on
 animals and plants)? How do we
respond? How should we
 respond? Have we  responded
correctly? How do we know what
the correct  responses are?
It is important to note that the
questions are directed at the
 collective ‘we’, and not to
 individuals.
Why is this important?
Quite simply, the month we are
bidding farewell to has been an
exercise in forging a collective
sense of human existence.
 During  Ramadaan, we fasted in
order to build our capacities to
 experience, in real terms, the
pangs of hunger and thirst that
are the daily lived  experiences of
the majority of people on the
planet.
In starker terms, we made a
 conscious decision during
 Ramadaan to exist at the levels
of the most downtrodden of the
Earth.

This is extremely  significant, and
we will return to this point.
(By way of interrupting the
 previous thought, we need to
note that our deprivations were
for a limited time during each day,
i.e. from before sunrise to sunset.
Nevertheless, the  consciousness
of this  deprivation is astonishingly
 important as we enter the 
post-Ramadaan era in this  annual
cycle.)
So do we leave this cycle of
 conscious, rational, 
thought-through period of
 existing, in some ways, at the
level of our most downtrodden
compatriots in South Africa and
across the world?
Can we? We dare not.
It is not an exaggeration to state
that we would be committing a
crime against humanity were we
to exit Ramadaan, and simply go
on with our lives of plenty.
As we now know, and can no
longer deny, the mantra of the
Muslim, namely, wishing for one’s
sister/brother what one wishes for
oneself, has been forcefully

 emphasised as we have been
forced to learn about the savage
nature of a global economic order
that normalises starvation,
 disease, pain and wasted human
potential.
That system, capitalism, has at its
core a philosophy of the
 individual. It has at its core a
 philosophy of dog-eat-dog: a
 philosophy of winners and losers
in a ‘game’. That ‘game’, in the
warped philosophies of the lords
of capital, is life itself. We remind
 ourselves that it is the ‘we’ that
Allah SWT  commands us to carry
as our central  philosophy. We
care about more than ‘I’ and ‘me’.
We care for Palestine and its
forcibly removed peoples. We
care about  Strandfontein camp
and its  homeless.
Now we need to build a new
world that has, at its centre, care
rather than wealth; love, rather
than competition.
The shadow of death is upon us.
The shadow of death that haunts
this Eid should be our signal to
work for a different world.
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AN Eid at home? We are
 celebrating Eid-ul-Fitr without
congregation, without
 embracing, without family
 feasting, without social visiting –
most unusual, indeed.

It makes us realise how much
we took for granted without really
having appreciated what we al-
ways had.

Due to the lockdown, it often
seems like we are going through
this trial alone but we are not. We
are all in this together, separated in
our homes – but united in our
shared experience of isolation and
in our common objective of over-
coming this unprecedented chal-
lenge.

Seclusion of the righteous
The last ten days of Ramadaan

invites us to i’tikaaf. Some go into
voluntary self-seclusion in the
mosque. And here we are, all in
state-enforced isolation at home.

Seclusion was often experi-
enced during significant phases in
the lives of the righteous and the
prophets (peace be upon them).

Prophet Yunus was in the dark-
ness of the ocean, after which he
found eventual relief. Prophet

Yusuf was in the well as a boy
when he was saved. He was later
in the prison of the ruler of Egypt,
from which he earned his freedom.

Mary was in the mihrab (niche
of the mosque) as a child where
she was spiritually nurtured. Later
in life she was ostracised and
found relief under a tree while
being pregnant with Prophet Eesa.
The People of the Cave (As-habul
Kahf) were righteous youth who
found safety in a cave, emerging in
a safer period.

Prophet Muhammad (SAW),
besides being isolated through
boycott for three years, received
the first revelation while secluded
in the Cave of Hira, and later
sought refuge in the Cave of
Thawr until danger elapsed.

Each of them endured either the
trial of seclusion or the pain of iso-
lation; all with faith in their hearts

and hope in their minds. They im-
bibed the Quranic directive:
‘Never lose hope in the spirit of re-
lief from Allah.’ (12:88)

As we endure this isolation, ex-
periencing an intense sense of
helplessness, a fear of being in-
fected, the pain of losing a loved
one, the uncertainty of where this
pandemic will lead; all these have
motivated us to intensify our re-
liance upon the Divine and in-
crease our need to pray.

We realise that prayer is a har-
binger of hope, and the human po-
tential for hope is an essential
antidote to the despair, helpless-
ness and anxiety that many may
feel through these uncertain times.

Increased prayer has the poten-
tial to magnify our hope, enhanc-
ing the realistic expectation that
something good will eventually
happen, if we faithfully and posi-
tively continue doing the best we
can.

We are certainly in eager antic-
ipation of the end of the lockdown
but with that ending, will there be
a new beginning?

When an ending becomes an
end in itself, it may prevent the
possibility of a new beginning and
learning from what has ended;
learning perchance to appreciate
our health, to value our freedom,
to celebrate our society, to treasure
so many things we took for
granted.

Allah alone is great
At this majestic time of Eid,

where takbeers would normally
reverberate melodiously in our
mosques, stirring the souls of
those who are engaged in this con-
gregational dhikr, we sit with our
families in the confines of our
home yet chanting the greatness of
the Almighty and beseeching.

May Allah grant us patience for
our distress.

May He grant us resolve to
overcome our helplessness. May
He grant us cure for our sickness.
May He grant us strength for our
weakness.

May He grant forgiveness for
our sinfulness. May He grant us
relief from our stress. May He
grant us calmness for our restless-
ness. May Allah grant us content-
ment for our happiness.

We beseech Allah for the heal-
ing of those who are afflicted. We
implore that those who are
healthy will remain so. We pray
that this crisis will end and that
lives and livelihoods will be
spared. O Allah, protect us!

Eid mubarak!

A lonely Eid – at home with the rest of the world

Shaikh Sa’dullah Khan.
Photo SUPPLIED

We are emerging from an
uncustomary Ramadaan, at
a time when our daily lives
seem to be on hold, our
usual activities suspended
and much of our society in
lockdown. The world seems
most unfamiliar, a world
that will probably never be
the same, writes SHAIKH
SA’DULLAH KHAN.

The writer makes the point that while the takbeers would normally be
 reverberating from our mosques, this Eid will see families in the confines of their
homes chanting the greatness of the Almighty. Photo 123RF.COM



from the Jive Family to yours, 
thank you for your continuous support.

Wishing you a blessed eid ul-fitr.
EID MUBARAK.
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MAHMOOD SANGLAY
THE Pretoria High Court
handed down judgment on April
30 in the application by
Muhammed Bin Hassim
 Mohomed and two others
against the President and the
Minister of Cooperative
 Governance and Traditional
 Affairs.
The finding of Judge Brenda

Neukircher was no surprise. How-
ever, it is worth reflecting on some
of the key issues relating to the
proceedings.
One such issue is the underlying

motive of the applicants in chal-
lenging the lockdown regulations
in terms of the Disaster Manage-
ment Act (DMA) as either unrea-
sonable or unjustifiable.
The judge noted the point made

by counsel for the respondents
that the adoption of policy under
the DMA ‘involves a political de-
cision with which a court should
not lightly interfere’.
Yet, the applicants deemed it fit

to challenge this political decision
made in the national public inter-
est, and consistent with interna-
tional practice. They deemed it fit
to appropriate constitutional lib-
erties and legislative resources for
parochial relief.
It is the merit of a constitu-

tional democracy that such an ap-
plication is entertained. It is a
tragedy that a fringe within a reli-
gious minority should abuse the
legislative organs of the democ-
racy with a futile application.
It is further noteworthy that

they point out their application is

not ‘obstructionist’ and that it is a
‘respectful submission’. This is
standard courtroom courtesy and
convention in the legal profession,
and ordinarily does not warrant
particular consideration.
However, in this case, one is

struck by the sharp contrast be-
tween the normal conduct of the
counsel for the applicants who ap-
peared before the court, and that
of the applicants’ spiritual and re-

ligious leaders who engaged with
the Muslim community on this
matter.
It is ironic that civil discourse

between the contending views is
conducted in the courtroom while
in the community, the applicants’
religious leadership – who repre-
sent a fringe minority – routinely
label other ulama who differ from
them as hypocrites and with a
range of exceedingly offensive ep-

ithets.
It is upon closer scrutiny of

their treatment of diversity of reli-
gious opinion among the ulama
that some fundamental inconsis-
tencies emerge in the applicants’
founding affidavit. Early in their
submission they concede that
there is ‘significant diversion of
opinion’ on the issue.
Much later, they submit they

are forced to make a ‘genuinely
burdensome choice’ between ‘ei-
ther being true to our faith or re-
spectful of the law’.
This is a classic false di-

chotomy. They limit the issue to
two options that appear mutually
exclusive in order to narrow the
argument in their favour. In terms
of this reasoning, any Muslim who
complies with the lockdown regu-
lations is untrue to his or her faith.
This logical fallacy is an at-

tempt to obscure the legitimate di-
versity of views and opinion
within the house of Islam. It is
akin to the typical right-wing dec-
laration ‘you’re either for us or
you’re against us’. This, in turn,
provides cover for declarations of
takfeer (declaring that a fellow
Muslim is guilty of not believing in
the essential tenets of Islam, and is
therefore no longer a Muslim).
The applicants rely on the ex-

pert opinion of Mufti AK Hoosen,
whose fatwa on the matter was
entered as evidence in the proceed-
ings. The mufti states in his fatwa
that he does not agree with the de-
cision of the Al Azhar, in Egypt, to
close mosques as the Al Azhar is a
puppet institution of an oppressive
Egyptian regime.

The mufti is also on record la-
belling as hypocrites the ulama
who support the closure of
mosques.
Yet, he does not label as hyp-

ocrites the despotic Saudi regime
that also effectively closed the
haramain in Makkah and Madi-
nah.
His epithets are issued selec-

tively and expediently. Given the
self-evident nature of this inconsis-
tency, it raises questions about the
coherence of the applicants’ sub-
mission for relying on an expert
witness who clearly lacks coher-
ence.
The court finds the applicants’

acceptance that the lockdown reg-
ulations are rational and constitu-
tionally permissible cannot be
reconciled with their persistence
for exceptions to accommodate
their request for permission to at-
tend congregational prayer.
What the applicants are effec-

tively seeking is an endorsement
for Muslim exceptionalism in a
constitutional democracy. The ir-
rationality of this expectation is
indisputable. The consequences of
such a precedent are too ghastly to
contemplate.
Finally, even after this defeat in

the high court, we are left with the
bad taste of Muslim self-righteous-
ness. The applicants project them-
selves as courageous Muslims
whose piety evidently exceeds that
of other Muslims who are too
weak to fight for their faith.
This is the spectre of Muslim

self-righteousness, which now
spills from discourse within the
community to our courts.

The spectre of Muslim self-righteousness in SA courts

Appearing for the amicus curiae, Advocate Azhar Bham argued that this year
Muslims all over the world, including those in Madinah, will sacrifice the ‘amazing
communal spirit’ at iftar. South African Muslims are called to make the sacrifices
being made all over the Muslim world in order to protect a communal need.

Photo RADIO ISLAM
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JULIA NZIMANDE
THIS past February 27, 2020,
marked the 42nd anniversary of
the death in banishment of
 Professor Robert Mangaliso
Sobukwe by South Africa’s
apartheid government.

In remembering Sobukwe, a
lecturer in African Studies at Wits
University in the 1950s, we must
introspect, look deep within our-
selves to weed out any vices that

make us less of the beings we
ought to be: free and dignified.

Then, on March 21, 2020, we
marked the 60th anniversary of
the Sharpeville-Langa Massacres,
as well as 54 years since the
proclamation of this day as the In-
ternational Day for the Elimina-
tion of Racial Discrimination by

the United Nations (UN) in 1966.
This year is merely 26 years

after the end of formal apartheid.
But, judging from the despicable
denialist utterances of former
apartheid president, Frederik
Willem de Klerk, and subsequent
statements made by the FW de
Klerk Foundation, it is evident

that there are still unresolved ques-
tions in this country, particularly
issues that continue to poison and
distort the narrative of our history,
national consciousness and our
collective memory.

One such poisonous issue is
apartheid denialism and the his-
torical distortion of our past and
historical facts related to the col-
lective experience of Black people
in Azania (South Africa).

In fact, this denialism and dis-
tortion extends far beyond the
realm of apartheid, right into the
periods of settler imperialism (ar-
rival of Jan van Riebeeck), the en-
slavement of AbaTwa (Khoi and
San) in the Cape, and reaches into
the colonial period. Narratives
around these histories remain dis-
torted and dis-membered.

Apartheid denial and historical
distortion refers to the dismissal of
irrefutable and established facts,
as well as the deliberate and inten-
tional whitewashing, downplaying
of the actual brutal, savage and
barbaric events and experiences of
Black people during the white
days of apartheid rule.

Such denialism and distortion –
operating to ease white guilt – be-
littles the suffering of the victims
and survivors of the atrocities per-
petrated by the racist apartheid
government and its institutions.

Apartheid denial and historical
distortion are a form of hate
speech, a continued violation that
dehumanises the victims and sur-
vivors, and aims to justify the acts
of barbarism meted out on the
African masses by white society.

Part of this denialism is the very
act of deliberately distorting and

misrepresenting historical facts –
the obvious omission, blotting out,
silencing and complete erasure
from public memory, the role
played by many ordinary citizens
and activists, like my father,
Nyakane Tsolo, the PAC leader
who led the Positive Action Cam-
paign Against Pass Laws in
Sharpeville.

Apartheid denialism and historical distortion go hand-in-hand

Nyakane Tsolo was the 20-year-old leader of the Pan-Africanist Congress (PAC)
of Azania who led the Positive Action Campaign Against Pass Laws in
Sharpeville Township, on March 21, 1960. Here he is (left) with a friend during his
exile in East Germany. Photo ROBERT MANGALISO SOBUKWE TRUST

Gladys Qabuile Nzimande-Tsolo is the
widow of Nyakane Tsolo, the 20-year-
old leader of the Pan-Africanist
 Congress (PAC) of Azania who led the
Positive Action Campaign Against
Pass Laws in Sharpeville Township,
on March 21, 1960.

Photo ROBERT MANGALISO
SOBUKWE TRUST

Born in exile in East
 Germany, the writer, Julia
Nzimande, is the daughter
of Gladys Nzimande and
Nyakane Tsolo. Tsolo was
the 20-year-old leader of
the Pan-Africanist
 Congress (PAC) of Azania
who led the Positive Action
Campaign Against Pass
Laws in Sharpeville
 Township, on March 21,
1960. Nzimande is also a
founding director of the
Nyakane Tsolo Foundation.

Photo ROBERT 
MANGALISO

SOBUKWE TRUST

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27
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SHAHNAAZ PARUK
THE year 2020 was ushered in
with high expectations and plans
to accomplish our somewhat
 realistic resolutions and hopes to
achieve our goals.

There was determination all
around to make this the year we
fulfilled our dreams. With the
harsh reality of COVID-19 taking
the world by storm, sometimes
even the best plans are put to the
test.

At Penny Appeal, we prioritise
our ability to respond to disaster
situations, ensuring that we in-
clude innovative approaches and a
resilient attitude of onward and
upward.

Our philosophy of ‘Ubuntu’
keeps us connected to those we
serve, referred to as rights holders,
as we believe that it is their right
to be served or assisted, always
with dignity and respect.

Our COVID-19 relief efforts
began before lockdown as we bus-
ied ourselves distributing hygiene
and food packs to the less fortu-
nate to keep them safe and fed
during what was originally a 21-
day lockdown period.

Efforts intensified as our teams
visited diverse communities across
Cape Town and KwaZulu-Natal,
implementing a range of relief in-
terventions from hygiene packs to
food hampers, COVID-19 aware-
ness educational and prevention
programmes, hot meals and food
vouchers.

To date, we have partnered
with the Yusuf Islam Foundation
as well as local municipalities and
community-based organisations.

Each community is assessed
and an appropriate way of reach-
ing them is considered, with some
requiring door to door drop-offs
for the elderly and infirm, and in
other instances interaction with
the community at large, all the
while observing social distancing
protocol.

Our outreach has extended into
areas such as Culemborg Safe
Space, Cathkin Village, Valhalla
Park, Mitchells Plain, Heideveld,
Delft, Phillipi and more, in Cape
Town, Msunduzi District, in
Pietermaritzburg, as well as three
areas in Molweni, Wentworth,
Kenville and several other areas
across KwaZulu-Natal.

Our COVID and Feed our
World efforts also extended out-

side South Africa into Zimbabwe,
Lesotho, Swaziland, Syria and
Palestine.

Despite South Africa having ex-
isting challenges with food and fi-
nancial distress, the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic has high-
lighted and deepened the crisis.

The world and situations are
rapidly changing, and with
changes come the need for us to
change the way we view our role
in civil society, and change our
perceptions about the faces of
hardship, difficulty and poverty as
we knew them once upon a time.

There is no longer a one size fits

all face of poverty or hardship,
and so, too, there cannot be a one
size fits all intervention. The face
of poverty is not restricted to a
body covered in plastic, asleep in
an empty street; it is not only the
worn, tired face staring at you
with pleading eyes when you are
in your car at a traffic light.

The face of poverty is changing
and becoming different faces who
all have some form of hardship.
And while it remains uncertain
whether the hardship many fami-
lies face will improve, or worsen,
the solution remains crystal clear:
‘Love for your brother what you

love for yourself.’
We have noted individuals who

are facing hardship and uncer-
tainty. At Penny Appeal, we be-
lieve that better days are coming,
we believe it and pray for it. Our
Lord promises us that ‘with every
difficulty comes ease’, and our
Lord will never forsake us.

While it is clear that we can
never go back to the way things
once were, we are certain that the
only surety for the future is for us
to do our bit to help others, and
remain resilient in the face of ad-
versity.

Our interventions are now fo-
cused on longer term sustainable
interventions which encourage
communities to become self-sus-
taining and grow nutritious food
to combat food insecurity.

Starter kits for community gar-
dens, as well as training and tools,
access to water, and food vouchers
are some of the interventions
being rolled-out presently.

Penny Appeal continues to as-
sist the needs of vulnerable com-
munities, individuals and families
who  face economic distress and
food insecurity.

Our interventions are only
made possible with the support of
donors and supporters, and our
committed team of partners and
staff on the ground who share our
passion and vision for striving to-
ward a world where poverty is
eliminated.

You can follow their work on
Instagram: @pennyappealsa, con-
tact them on 031 110 0573 or visit
www.pennyappeal.org.za
Shahnaaz Paruk is the CEO of
Penny Appeal SA.

Using pennies to make a world of difference: Penny Appeal COVID-19 response

Penny Appeal team members on the
ground distributing essential food
packs to communities.

Photo SUPPLIED

Recipients welcome much needed grocery packs from Penny Appeal team
 members. Photo SUPPLIED



EID

Mubarak

Wishing you and your 
loved ones a blessed Eid
Thank you for your support

pennyappeal.org.za (031) 110 0573
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www.awqafsa.org.za

EID MUBARAK

This Eid, take the opportunity to make your Waqf.

Banking Details: AWQAF SA FNB Islamic
Bank ACC: 62052040145

BC: 250655
REF: YOUR CELL NO/GIFT

Registration link: https://bit.ly/3dstkcF

1441 I 2020

Give a Gift that Lasts Forever. 
Give a Waqf Gift.

Awqaf SA Mutawallee’s, Management and Ambassadors, 

wish all Muslims a blessed Eid and a day filled with joy.

We thank our donors for your support in Awqaf SA’s 

quest of the Revival of the Divine Institution of Waqf.

May Allah bless and reward all abundantly.

CASSIEM KHAN
IN many poor communities, the
feeling is that people will die of
hunger before they will succumb
to COVID-19.

Many communities have begun
organising in the face of this pan-
demic, including educating com-
munity members on how to
protect themselves and each other
through the act of social (physical)
distancing, regularly washing
hands with soap and water and
only leaving their homes when
necessary.

The Bonteheuwel Development
Forum (BHDF) is but one example
of a community response to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Their or-
ganisational action has aimed to
ensure that every household in
their community has access to
food, exercised through their
block and street committees.

Community members typically
know how many people live in a
household, how many backyard
dwellers there are and who are
high-risk, i.e. frail or diabetic.

Several communities followed
this model, notably the Bishop
Lavis Action Committee (BLAC)
and Tafelsig. The latter experi-
enced a brief period of unrest di-
rectly related to the need for food.

Other communities have fol-
lowed the Community Action Net-
work (CAN) model of addressing
the food needs of its residents. Ex-
perienced Muslim faith-based
NGOs have done exceptionally
well, nationally, in raising funds
and working with community-
based groups and government ini-

tiatives to regularly supply both
cooked meals and food parcels.

Somali and Bengali local
traders, who dominate the retail
market in poor communities, have
made substantial donations in ef-
forts to provide food relief.

With the start of the holy
month of Ramadaan, hundreds of
already active soup kitchens, from
homes to mosques, received an
added momentum as the month of
fasting is associated with a greater
sense of compassion towards the
poor.

Food distribution is made pos-
sible by donations from ordinary
citizens but with everyone feeling
the financial strain slowly setting
in, how long can this generosity be
sustained?

While these acts of kindness,
generosity and compassion are to
be lauded as an emergency relief
response, what is to be done to en-
sure long-term food security and,
ultimately, food sovereignty?

Prior to the advent of COVID-
19, with the declaration of a na-
tional disaster by President
Ramaphosa, a third of South
Africa’s population was said to be
food insecure – based on an ap-
proximately 30 per cent unem-
ployment rate.

Stats SA has not released any
unemployment figures since the
start of the lockdown but predic-
tions based on the number of com-
panies closing will certainly result
in a considerable increase of peo-
ple becoming food insecure within
the shortest possible time.

There is an argument to be
made that this may just be a tran-

sitory form of food insecurity but
for the existing 30 per cent, it will
certainly be a case of chronic food
insecurity.

Taking from the World Food
Summit in 1996, food security ex-
ists when all people, at all times,
have physical and economic access
to sufficient, safe and nutritious
food that meets their dietary needs
– food preferences for an active
and healthy life.

As follows, a comprehensive
understanding is supported by the
four main dimensions of food se-
curity:

Physical availability of food ad-
dresses the supply dimension of
food security. When President
Ramaphosa advised against panic

buying he was assured by suppliers
and manufacturers that the exist-
ing levels of food production,
stock levels and net trade were in
good standing.

According to the Food and
Agricultural Organization of the
United Nations, South Africa has
a sufficient supply of food. How-
ever, our country has always been
one where hunger and malnutri-
tion persists, despite adequate sup-
ply.

In 1982, world-renowned econ-
omist, Amartya Sen, warned that
‘people go hungry because they
cannot acquire food, not because
there is an inadequate supply’.

Economic and physical access
to food is the most contentious pil-

lar of food security. In cases of war
and natural disasters, it might be
extremely difficult to access avail-
able food.

However, COVID-19 has pre-
sented many challenges to people
living under the conditions created
by a national lockdown with mil-
lions of people who engage in
daily wage or income activities
now finding themselves without a
steady income thus making it in-
creasingly difficult to access food.

Food utilisation is understood
as the way the body makes the
most of various nutrients in food,
which is further informed by the
diversity of diets, how food is pre-
pared citing classical examples of
how food is privileged within
households amongst gendered
groups, e.g. meat is favoured for
men while women are deprived.

The Department of Social De-
velopment has set out guidelines
for a substantial and nutrient-rich
food parcel.

Stability of the availability, ac-
cess and utilisation is a critical
component of food security be-
cause consumption of food is a
daily need, and thus is all encom-
passing of the above.

A household’s food require-
ments will need to be established
with great urgency, given existing
and continued food insecurities in
order for South Africa to become
food secure. This will require cred-
ible leadership, greater co-ordina-
tion, collaboration and no
tolerance for corruption.
Cassiem Khan is pursuing a
 Master’s degree in Faith and
Food Security.

Thinking about food security, COVID-19 and beyond

Throughout the country, people have been hit by the COVID-19 lockdown and
many, particularly the poor, had no income or even lost their jobs and were thus
not able to put food on the table. Despite Government, NGOs and community
 volunteers rallying to address the situation by, for example, providing cooked
meals, the needs of the people remain dire. Photo JASYN HOWES
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OPERATION Fitrah is one of the
vital annual relief campaigns
 undertaken by the South African
National Zakah Fund (Sanzaf).

While the campaign intensifies
and reaches its peak during Ra-
madaan, Operation Fitrah starts
months earlier as Sanzaf invests in
partnerships with various religious
organisations and like-minded
stakeholders.

This helps ensure that the za-
kaatul-fitr entrusted to Sanzaf
reaches those most in need, and
ensures that, on the day of Eid,
these families are free of want.

Against the backdrop of the

COVID-19 pandemic, staff and
dedicated volunteers will continue
to provide grocery hampers to the
needy as they did with the iftaar
meals and grocery hampers during
the month of Ramadaan.

Now more than ever before, we
are asking members of the public
to support the South African Na-
tional Zakah Fund.
For your convenience, we have
made it easy, safe and convenient
to fulfil your obligation by down-

loading the all new My Zakah
App today and search for
 ‘SANZAF MyZakahZA
 CALCULATOR’.
For more information call 
0861 726 923 or visit
sanzaf.org.za
On behalf of the Sanzaf executive
board members, our management
team and dedicated staff, we
wish to take this opportunity to
wish you a heartfelt Eid
mubarak.

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -
We call upon you to act to make an impact!

Dedicated volunteers prepared iftaar meals on a daily basis for communities in
the Western Cape during the holy month of Ramadaan. Similar outreach
 activities were conducted throughout the country. More than 100 000 individuals
are served during this period. Photo NAZMEH SCHROEDER

Some 22 000 fitrah hampers were designated for distribution throughout the
Western Cape. Sanzaf collaborates with various mosques and social welfare
 organisations to ensure swift delivery of the hampers to families in need.

Photo NAZMEH SCHROEDER

As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, staff members personally delivered food
aid in the required attire to ensure that all safety measures were in place.

Photo NAZMEH SCHROEDER
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heart and home this Eid.
 

EID MUBARAK TO YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES
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TOYOTA South Africa Motors
(TSAM) is spending more than
R10 million to assist the local
taxi industry in the fight against
the spread of COVID-19. The
 assistance comes in the form of
more than 65 000 litres of
 sanitiser, 2 000 face masks and
COVID-19-related marketing
 initiatives.

According to TSAM’s Senior
Vice President of Sales and Mar-
keting, Leon Theron: ‘Toyota had
already committed to these taxi
support initiatives when the gov-
ernment introduced national lock-
down regulations in March.

‘We are pleased to have been
able to flight, distribute and pub-
lish some of the marketing and ed-
ucational material in the beginning
of the lockdown when most South
Africans were still coming to grips
with what the coronavirus is.’

Elements that were executed at
the beginning of lockdown include
COVID-19 educational billboards
at some taxi ranks as well as a
commuter safety animation video
that started flighting on April 3.
TSAM has also created posters,
flyers, vehicle decals and T-shirts
that are currently being distributed
to taxi associations.

With regard to sanitisers,
TSAM confirms that a total of 
2 000 x 25 litres, 3 000 x 5 litres,
20 000 x 100 ml, as well as 2 000
hand-wash dispensers have been
distributed to regional taxi struc-

tures across the country’s nine
provinces. Under lockdown Level
4 regulations, minibus taxis can
now operate for 12 hours (5am to
7pm) – up four hours from Level
5 regulations.

Loading capacity for minibus

taxis remains at 70 per cent of li-
cenced passengers, with social dis-
tancing and other mitigating
measures remaining in place.

‘While current lockdown regu-
lations may offer a glimmer of
hope into life as we once knew it,

at Toyota, we believe that we need
to intensify our fight against
COVID-19 as we now have more
commuters using public transport,
compared to lockdown Level 5,
when we only had essential service
personnel operating.

‘We trust that our support with
the distribution of sanitisers to the
taxi industry will go a long way in
terms of mitigating the rate of
coronavirus infections in the local
public transport system,’ con-
cludes Theron.

Toyota donates more than 65 000 litres of sanitiser to taxi industry
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Apart from the donation of sanitisers and face masks to the taxi industry, Toyota has also rolled out COVID-19 related marketing initiatives. Graphic TSAM
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APRIL new vehicle sales were
 effectively dormant as South
Africa endured its first full month
of lockdown. With dealerships
closed, businesses forced to work
remotely and endure their own
commercial challenges, and
 consumers stuck at home, traffic
was at an all-time low, never
mind sales.

While little real insight can be
drawn from April new vehicle
sales, the market recorded a vol-
ume total of 574 units, down 98,4
per cent, according to the Na-
tional Association of Automobile
Manufacturers of South Africa
(Naamsa).

Of that, 105 units were passen-
ger cars and 318 were light com-
mercial vehicles, impacting the
year-to-date volumes of those seg-
ments downwards to 28,1 per cent
and 38,5 per cent, respectively.
The industry total is 32,1 per cent
down year-to-date.

‘In this unprecedented time, the
motor industry is experiencing un-
chartered conditions and grap-
pling with the solutions to address
it,’ says Lebogang Gaoaketse,
Head of Marketing and Commu-
nication at WesBank.

‘The global consequences of
this pandemic will be immense for
some time to come, from the eco-
nomic impacts to the way corpo-
rations work and the manner in
which consumers behave. How

the motor industry adapts now
will define just how drastic the
changes will be but one of the few
certainties from this crisis is that
the industry will be different.’

The motor industry has been
significantly impacted over the
past two months. It will have
learnt and adapted just as the rest
of the world has, and as this pan-
demic emerges, there is nothing to
define what the right or wrong
way is to deal with it. But it will
be eager to return to operation,
whether manufacturing or retail.

‘While government’s risk-ad-
justed and phased approach to un-
locking economic activity is
broadly supported, the motor in-
dustry will be looking to start op-
erations sooner rather than later,’
says Gaoaketse.

‘The industry’s significant 6,9
per cent contribution to GDP
means that many jobs are poten-
tially impacted, across manufac-
turing and retail, as is foreign
currency revenue from exports.
Mobility plays a vital role in pro-
viding the necessary stimulus to all
sectors of the economy to literally
get moving.’

Manufacturers will be looking
for renewed consumer demand be-
fore returning to full production
capacity, however. This fine bal-
ancing act will rely on dealerships

resuming activity, a relatively easy
adaption for them to achieve so-
cial distancing protocols on show-
room floors and across the buyer
journey.

Consumers and businesses alike
will also be faced with the practi-
cal need for vehicle maintenance
and parts as well as vehicle sales.

Numerous factors exist to stim-
ulate the slow resumption of activ-
ity. ‘The extremely low interest
rate environment, thanks to a two
per cent cut over the past month
will help stimulate general eco-
nomic activity, not least vehicle
sales,’ says Gaoaketse.

Indebted consumers will also be
gaining some relief as a result. Sig-
nificantly lower fuel prices will
also contribute to household
budgets, which – in some cases –
will also be benefitting from work-
from-home opportunities.”

Gaoaketse doesn’t expect any
form of normality to return soon.
‘There are simply too many un-
knowns, from both a pandemic
and economic perspective,’ says
Gaoaketse.

‘We should expect consumers
to be slow in their return to the car
market as they adapt to social dis-
tancing measures and remain cau-
tious about their own budgets,
given the uncertainty.’
Courtesy WesBank

New vehicle sales in lockdown

The COVID-19 lockdown affected all sectors of society. Vehicle sales dropped
dramatically compared to last year. Graphic WESBANK
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KIA Motors South Africa, a
 subsidiary of Motus
 Corporation, earlier this month
donated three KIA K2700 light
commercial vehicles and three
KIA Picanto STARTs to the
South African National Zakah
Fund (Sanzaf) to assist the
 organisation in delivering food
and other welfare support
 services to vulnerable
 communities during the 
COVID-19 lockdown.

All three K2700 ‘bakkies’ will
be equipped with lockable
canopies, sponsored by Beekman
Canopies, another Motus sub-
sidiary.

‘When the need is overwhelm-
ing and urgent, the best way to ap-
proach the problem is through a
well coordinated plan and a net-
work of committed people,’ com-
ments Gary Scott, CEO, KIA
Motors South Africa.

‘It is through coordination,
commitment and passion that San-
zaf has achieved this, month after
month, for the past 45 years. We
are honoured to donate vehicles
that will make this task easier.’

Sanzaf is a socio-welfare and
educational organisation that
strives to facilitate the empower-
ment of needy families through the
efficient collection and distribu-
tion of alms (zakaah) and dona-
tions in a proactive, cost effective
way, through projects.

A Section 18A Public Benefit
Organisation, Sanzaf directly in-
vested R27 million in education in
the previous financial year. In ad-
dition, the organisation counselled
and assisted 28 000 people
through their welfare support
services.

Under normal circumstances,
more than 40 000 people benefit
from their monthly food pro-
grammes, which increases to more
than 130 000 people during Ra-
madaan.

The organisation’s distribution

and project teams are always pre-
pared to assist with emergency sit-
uations around the country – such
as the national COVID-19 lock-
down – through food parcels and
vouchers, clothing and other serv-
ices that may be required.

‘It is really heart-warming to re-
ceive this generous donation from
KIA Motors,’ says Yasmina
Francke, CEO of Sanzaf. ‘These
vehicles will go a long way to ease
the load for our teams working on
the ground, particularly in these
difficult times when we are deliv-

ering door-to-door and practising
social distancing. Having extra ve-
hicles in circulation will definitely
help us with our distributions in
needy communities.’

KIA’s donation to Sanzaf is also
supported by its local principal,
Motus Corporation. As South
Africa’s largest automotive group,
grounded in the belief of using
‘Mobility for Good’, Motus fully
supports the government’s efforts
to contain the COVID-19 virus.

‘We are very grateful for the do-
nation of the six vehicles from KIA

and Motus Corporation,’ adds
Sanzaf chairperson, Fayruz Mo-
hamed. ‘As a nation we are facing
a humanitarian crisis that requires
a collective effort from govern-
ment, the private sector and civil
society.

‘This is one of those examples
where a company has certainly
shown heart by doing amazing
work in supporting the efforts re-
quired to serve the poor and the
needy.’

Visit www.sanzaf.org.za
Courtesy: Kia Motors South

KIA donates six vehicles to Sanzaf in support of food relief and welfare services

Under normal circumstances, more than 40 000 people benefit from Sanzaf’s
monthly food programmes, which increases to more than 130 000 people during
Ramadaan. Photo KIA MOTORS

KIA’s donation of six vehicles to Sanzaf will go a long way to ease the load for its
teams working on the ground. Photo KIA MOTORS
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‘WHAT message can I tell the
world? Nothing bad exists that
we did not go through.’

Yvette recounts her experience:
‘They ordered us to remove our
clothes and they started raping us.

‘The one who started with me
left me and went to another one.
Then another one came to me. So,
in turns, they did that for six
hours. Blood was gushing out of
me so much. But it wasn’t only
me. It was all of us. You would
think they slaughtered cows there.
We were left there as if we were
dead.

‘I didn’t know I was pregnant
until very late. That’s when I
started wishing to die and I
thought I should commit suicide. I
waited for the day to give birth
and I would kill the child. But
when I gave birth, the child was so
beautiful that I developed love im-
mediately.’

While genocide is characterised
by unimaginable acts of inhuman-
ity and brutality, the Rwandan
genocide (1990–1994) redefined
notions of inhumanity by the fe-
rocity of the murderous mayhem
of ethnic cleansing, culminating in
the discriminate annihilation of
800 000 lives in 100 days.

While the ‘healing’ which time
often affords has largely relegated
the Rwandan genocide to histori-
cal memory, highlighted by peri-
odic reminders and convening
commemorative events, more than
twenty-five years later the scars of
thousands of Rwandan women
still present as festering wounds.

These women have lived para-
doxical realities on arduous per-
sonal journeys towards restorative
life narratives. They were held
captive, sexually assaulted and

wilfully impregnated during this
tumultuous period, and live life
narratives ‘reconstructed’ on com-
plex and incomprehensible psy-
chological and social terrain.

They will always bear the
painful reality of what was termed
as ‘les enfants mauvais souvenirs’
(the children of bad memories):
children conceived as a result of
extreme sexual violence perpe-
trated against them.

For many Rwandan rape sur-
vivors, this has been a burden

worse than death, as a magazine
article in 1996 recounted: ‘Some
days, when she looks at her round-
faced baby boy, Leonille M feels
that she no longer wants to live.

‘It is not the child’s fault. He
peers back at his mother with in-
nocent eyes.

‘But the baby reminds her of all
of her family members who died
in the massacres ... He also re-
minds her of the three soldiers of
the majority Hutu group who
gang-raped her.’

The National Population Office
of Rwanda estimated that between
2 000 and 5 000 children were
born out of forced impregnation
(rape) during the genocide, and
the volatile period in the refugee
camps that followed (1995-1998).
However, human rights advocacy
groups estimated the figure as high
as 20 000 children.

International law requires that
in a situation of war, all parties to
armed conflict must implement
special measures to protect
women and girls from gender-
based violence, particularly rape
and other forms of sexual abuse.

Even though Rwanda was a sig-
natory to the Geneva Conven-
tions, which includes the 1979
Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination
against Women, rape was used as
a deliberate act of warfare and be-
came unashamedly commonplace
in Rwanda.

International judicial compla-
cency persisted even though the
Special Rapporteur of the United
Nations Commission on Human
Rights, Degni-Segui, reported in
1996 that rape was ‘used as a

weapon of war against women
aged 13 to 65 and that neither
pregnant women nor women who
had just given birth were spared,
that it was systematic and consti-
tuted the rule and its absence, the
exception.’ (United Nations,
1996:16-20). 

The UNCHR report revealed
the magnitude of the sexual vio-
lence endured by women and girls
who, in many cases, were raped
until they were pregnant or dead.
Sadly, surviving women and their
children were often stigmatised
and marginalised by their families
and communities.

These women were accused of
collaboration and labelled as the
‘wives of the Interhamwe (sic)
[Hutu militia]’, and in a tradition-
ally patriarchal Rwandan society,
their children were ostracised for
their paternal lineage, directly
linked to the Hutu perpetrators.

In Rwanda, the dehumanisa-
tion of women took the form of
sexual objectification. De-objecti-
fying women after the genocide
necessitated that women move
from being ‘sex objects’ to becom-
ing human subjects through their
shared testimonies.

Survivors’ testimonies included
gruesome accounts of the horrors
they endured, the daily challenges
they faced, as well as their com-
plex and conflicting emotions
about caring for children con-
ceived as the result of extreme sex-
ual violence.

The rape of Rwanda: reconstructing fragmented identities 25 years on
More than 25 years have
passed since the Rwandan
genocide. While the focus
has been on the killings,
MUHAMMAD JIHAAD
OKKERS relates the stories
of women who were raped
and their struggle towards
‘healing’.

A survivor of the Rwandan genocide of 1994 visits the Catholic Church Memorial
in Nyamata, Kigali. This is one of the many churches that was the scene of
 massacres. This church, amongst others, has been converted into a memorial
site. Photo DAVE PROFFER/ Creative Commons License

CONTINUED ON PAGE 42
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The Palestinian BDS National
Committee (BNC) calls for
strengthening campaigns to end
international complicity in
 Israel’s ongoing Nakba against
the Palestinian people; this
against the backdrop of the
 commemoration of Nakba Day,
on May 15.

AS most of the world came to a
standstill under the threat of
COVID-19, Palestinians had to
reckon with two afflictions: the
pandemic and our ongoing
Nakba.

While facing the daunting im-
pact of the pandemic and Israel’s
#CoronaRacism, Palestinians
everywhere commemorated the
72nd anniversary of the Nakba –
the pre-meditated and violently
executed ethnic cleansing of a ma-
jority of the Indigenous Palestini-
ans from our homeland in 1948,
at the hands of Zionist militias, to
make room for an exclusionary,
settler-colonial state.

Israel and the Zionist move-
ment had hoped that Palestinians
would one day ‘forget’ but by per-
petrating every imaginable crime
against us, they inadvertently
made sure that we never do.

The siege and what Israeli his-
torian Ilan Pappe calls the ‘incre-
mental genocide’ of two million in
the Gaza ghetto; the ceaseless theft
of our lands and forcible displace-
ment of our communities, partic-
ularly in Jerusalem, the Jordan
Valley and the Naqab (Negev); the
endless colonial settlements; and
the overarching apartheid system
that relentlessly reminds us that
we, the indigenous people of the

land, can only achieve freedom,
justice or equality after ending this
ruthless Israeli regime of oppres-
sion.

Despite the unspeakable agony
of the 1948 Nakba, the violent
dispossession and ethnic cleansing
of the majority of the Palestinian
people, most Palestinians exiled
from their homeland carried with
them the keys to their beloved
homes, clinging to the hope that
they would soon return.

Since then, the Palestinian
refugee key has become an icon of
the Palestinian tragedy and a re-
minder that our refugees will one
day return.

Return has become our #Key-
ToJustice.

This year alone has seen Israel’s
criminal denial of Palestinian
rights and violation of interna-

tional law reach new lows.
With Trump’s fraudulent Deal

of the Century as background and
using the pandemic as cover, Is-
rael’s far-right government is
marching towards annexing parts
of the occupied Palestinian terri-
tory.

Today, more than ever, Pales-
tinians realise that ending Israel’s
decades-old regime of settler-colo-
nialism, military occupation and
apartheid requires further
strengthening our people’s power
and the international solidarity
movement.

Nelson Mandela famously said:
‘Our freedom is incomplete with-
out the freedom of the Palestini-
ans.’

Today, Palestinians are sharing
with oppressed communities all
over the world our deep belief that

our freedom and justice are inter-
twined with theirs.

Our struggle for liberation is
part of and intersects with the
global wave of struggles for racial,
indigenous, social, economic, gen-
der and climate justice.

As we reflect on our Nakba and
resist Israel’s ongoing Nakba, we
also reflect on the millions of mi-
grants, refugees and people expe-
riencing homelessness; people who
today have no place to call home.

This state of homelessness is
due to the social and economic
ravages of years of neoliberal cap-
italism, militarism and climate de-
struction – a condition of injustice
heightened today due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Many of the refugees, from
many different countries, are flee-
ing wars and repression that are
fuelled by Israeli weapons and mil-
itary experts, from Myanmar and
South Sudan to Rwanda and Latin
America.

Many are held back at borders
or are forced into life-threatening
passages by Israeli technology and
Israeli-inspired walls.

The US border with Mexico is
fortified by a wall and surveillance
towers partially built by Israel’s
largest military company, Elbit
Systems.

Many asylum seekers have lost
their lives in the Mediterranean
due to the European Union’s ille-
gal and immoral anti-migration
policies that use Israel’s killer
drones.

Israel itself treats African asy-
lum seekers as a ‘cancer’ that must
be eradicated.

This year’s Nakba Day, under
the horrifying conditions of a
global pandemic, is a reminder
that justice is indeed indivisible, as
Angela Davis says.

The key to justice is putting
people before profits.

It requires realigning priorities
everywhere to divest from the mil-
itary-security complex and invest-
ing in health, education, climate
protection, dignified jobs and true
human security.

#HealthcareNotWarfare!
As we in the BDS movement for

Palestinian rights commemorate
the Nakba, we call for the
strengthening of the campaigns to
end international complicity in Is-
rael’s ongoing Nakba against the
Palestinian people, particularly
cutting military-security trade
with Israel.

We call on businesses and cul-
tural and community spaces to de-
clare themselves Apartheid Free
Zones.

These, and similar pressure tac-
tics, would be concrete and signif-
icant steps towards the realisation
of justice for Palestinians and for
many oppressed communities
worldwide.

This global crisis is an opportu-
nity for a global mobilisation in
support of social, racial and eco-
logical justice.

Let’s work together to ensure
that we do not go back to normal,
as that ‘normal’ was the problem.
Let’s envision and work for a
change towards justice, dignity
and rights for all.

Issued by the Palestinian BDS
National Committee (BNC)

Ending the ongoing Palestinian Nakba #KeyToJustice

Despite the unspeakable agony of the 1948 Nakba, the violent dispossession and
ethnic cleansing of the majority of the Palestinian people, most Palestinians
 exiled from their homeland carried with them the keys to their beloved homes,
clinging to the hope that they would soon return. Photo collage BNC
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IQBAL JASSAT
AS many parts of the world
 express solidarity with Palestine’s
struggle to liberate themselves
and their land from Zionism’s
settler colonial project, we
 acknowledge the profound
 wisdom and foresight of Iran’s
revolutionary leader, Imam
Khomeini, for having declared
the last Friday of Ramadaan as
the Day of Quds.

During the final days of the rev-
olution that ousted America and
Israel’s trusted point man, the
Shah of Iran, the world’s attention
was focused on the epic change
which thrust the new Islamic Re-
public onto the global stage.

In keeping with the spirit of the
dynamic ethos of justice, honour
and dignity, and in solidarity with

oppressed people around the
world, particularly South Africans
facing the wrath of apartheid mas-
ters and Palestinians dispossessed
by Israel’s terrorism, Iran’s new
leadership took bold steps.

#QudsDay is thus a significant
outcome of Iran’s visionary lead-
ers, necessitating the commence-
ment of global strategies to
overcome Israel’s inhumane poli-
cies and to restore freedom and
justice for Palestine.

We in South Africa are acutely

aware that the goals and ambi-
tions of the Zionist project have
not ceased.

In defiance of all known con-
ventions and, in particular, inter-
national laws, the apartheid
regime has relentlessly continued
its colonial conquest of Palestine.

It is now on the cusp of further
annexation with the blessing of
the Trump administration while
the Western world and unelected
Arab dynasties nod their approval.

#QudsDay reminds us of the

shameful betrayal of the Saudi
monarchy, which has blatantly
embarked on a campaign of ‘nor-
malization’ while ethnic cleansing,
killings, imprisonment, torture,
home demolitions and the siege of
Gaza confronts the Palestinians.

While many people may ex-
press surprise and shock at the
Saudi regime’s obnoxious behav-
iour, it is in tandem with Zionism’s
inherently violent and brutal proj-
ect.

Nevertheless, it is to the credit

of Palestinians that, despite the
enormous odds stacked against
their legitimate freedom struggle,
they remain resolute in their deter-
mination not to succumb.

Unlike South Africa’s liberation
movements which had formidable
allies in the neighbouring states,
Palestine’s so-called ‘frontline
states’, comprising Egypt, Saudi
Arabia and the rest of the Gulf oli-
garchies, have sided with Israel.

Despite such setbacks, we are in
awe of the Palestinian people’s re-
solve to defend themselves.

Not only have they been an in-
spiration to our own struggle
against apartheid, Palestine has re-
defined the art of resistance.

Though the tools they possess
to resist are limited, the sacrifices
they have offered and continue to
make are limitless.

As solidarity activists and
movements outside Palestine, we
must remain committed to extend
all forms of aid required to
strengthen and enhance the Resist-
ance.

We must ensure that the Pales-
tinian struggle is placed at the cen-
tre of global attention for their
fight against settler colonialism
embodies many struggles in Asia,
Africa and Latin America.

#QudsDay binds us all as par-
ticipants of this noble struggle,
and we dare not succumb to pres-
sure and personal attacks rou-
tinely used by Israel and its agents
to demonise solidarity activists as
‘anti-Semites’ and ‘terrorists’.

Our focus is clear: we must not
allow settler colonialism to suc-
ceed.

Quds Day 2020: A call to defeat settler colonialism

Quds Day march flashback: The Islamic Unity Convention (IUC) has been in the forefront, organising the annual Quds Day
march for the liberation of Palestine and all oppressed, coinciding with the last Friday of Ramadaan. This year, due to the
lockdown regulations, the Quds Day campaign was taken to social media. Photo YAZEED KAMALDIEN

Iqbal Jassat is an executive member of
Media Review Network, Johannesburg.

Photo SUPPLIED
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JOHN YAHYA CAMPBELL
DOES racism really exist in
 Muslim communities? We all
know racism has no place in
Islam, and Islam outdid everyone
in propelling racial equality.

But what if I told you that Mus-
lims do, in fact, announce this in
their mosques?

It may not happen verbally but
through our behaviours. For in-
stance, when a group at the
mosque is disproportionately rep-
resented in its programmes or
leadership, a sense of alienation
usually brews amongst the rest, a
feeling that I am not as welcome
here as others.

We should understand that
most non-indian Muslims describe
experiencing some sort of racial
discrimination. That should alarm
us because the mosques are meant
to be sanctuaries that protect us
from forgetting Allah, and from
forgetting our equality in front of
Him.

As our Prophet (SAW) said in
the Farewell Sermon: ‘You are all
from Adam, and Adam is from
dust. There is no virtue for an
Arab over a non-Arab, nor for a
non-Arab over an Arab, nor for a
white person over a black person,
nor for a black person over a

white person, except by righteous-
ness.’ (at-Tirmidhi)

Along with remembering that
our father Adam is one, remember
that Adam (AS) was denied the
right Allah gave him – sujood
(prostration) – by the first racist:
Shaitaan.

When Allah said: ‘What pre-
vented you from prostrating when
I commanded you?’

Shaitaan said: ‘I am better than
him; You created me from fire and
created him from clay.’

Allah said: ‘Then get down
from it (Paradise) for you have no
right to be arrogant here. So get
out; you are truly one of the dis-
graced.’ (7:12-13)

Isn’t that insane? Shaitaan cited
how Allah created Adam (i.e. his
physical characteristics) as a basis
for defying Allah. This also re-
minds us that arrogance lies at the
heart of racism.

What is racism?
We do not realise that, on some

undetected level, a degree of
racism dwells inside us. Racism is
the biased belief or idea that peo-
ple of certain tribes, races and/or
skin complexions are inherently
superior to others.

Usually, we inherit, without re-
alising, these biased notions from
our families, friends, neighbours
and how different tribal groups
are portrayed in public discourse
and the media. These biases hap-
pen on two major levels:

Explicit bias: thoughts, feelings
and beliefs that a person holds

consciously, like someone who
openly asserts that certain tribes
are more likely to commit a crime
simply because of their skin
colour.

Implicit bias: thoughts, feelings
and beliefs that a person holds
subconsciously and does not re-
alise are there, like someone who
is skeptical of Islamic scholarship
from a non-Arab or ‘non-Desi’, or
who considers reverts to Islam less
authentically Muslim.

We all agree that it is wrong to
make people feel uncomfortable
or unwelcome in the mosque. At
the same time, some of you may
be thinking that it is only natural
for us to gravitate towards those
most like ourselves; I do not see
the others as inferior nor am I de-
liberately trying to marginalise

anyone or make them feel left out.
Islam teaches us to discomfort

ourselves if our comfort is hurtful
to others. As the Prophet (SAW)
said: ‘Whenever you are with three
people, let no two speak secretly
while excluding the third for that
saddens him.’ (al-Bukhari and
Muslim)

We need to be more sensitive
and accommodating in realising
that someone feeling like they do
not belong in the mosque, espe-
cially nowadays, usually means
they feel like they do not belong in
the community and/or religion.

We cannot just casually dismiss
the possibility of racism in our
midst. It may not be all of us, and
it may not be the primary reason
mosque-goers feel unwelcome but
be sure it does exist in us and is

part of our problem. Why?
Our Prophet (SAW) said: ‘Four

aspects of jaahiliyya in my ummah
they will never [fully] abandon:
bragging about status, insulting
[others’] ancestry, seeking rain
through the stars and wailing [in
tragedy].’ (Muslim)

One of the things that will con-
tinue resurfacing in this ummah
will be the tendency to glorify
your ‘elite class’, however you de-
fine that. Sometimes it’s by tribe,
race, skin colour, occupation, in-
come bracket, all of which exist in
the Muslim community.

Therefore, we must constantly
be alert to the possibility of racism
creeping into our minds and
hearts. Isn’t the bigoted anti-Is-
lamic language in politics making
it quite common for some Mus-
lims to be reactive and make
sweeping generalisations about
black people or white people or
western culture?
John Yahya Campbell
(yahya@iwol.co.za) is based in
Durban, South Africa, and is
 focused on establishing,
 advocating and managing the
process of strengthening and
 promoting the sustainable
 integrated development of
 educational, environmental,
health care, humanitarian and
welfare projects between multiple
organisations through the
 Muslim Integrated Development
Plan of SA (www.midp.co.za).
In part two, Yahya discusses the
steps that can be taken to
 eradicate racism from our ranks.

There exists racism in our ranks
In this two-part series,
JOHN YAHYA CAMPBELL,
discusses how racism
 manifests itself in our
 communities.
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THE current COVID-19
 pandemic has stirred
 overwhelming and uncertain
 feelings in some of the most
 vulnerable members within our
society.

Due to the lockdown regula-
tions, many South Africans have
not been working for the past two
months and others are faced with
the prospect of not going back to
a job.

It is against this backdrop that
communities in South Africa have
now more than ever required so-
cial assistance.

Various non-profit entities have
come forward to be the driving
force in ensuring that residents on
the Cape Flats, in particular, re-
ceive food and social assistance.

While the South African gov-
ernment has attempted to ensure
that communities are provided
with increased social grants and
food parcels, NPOs and CBOs
have, as always, stepped in to fill
the gaps in service provision, in
order to assist those who are in
dire need.

Organisations and movements
such as the Bonteheuwel Forum,
the Cape Flats Women’s Move-

ment and women from
Bridgetown, Delft, Phillipi, Ma-
nenberg, Mitchell’s Plain, Bishop
Lavis, Heideveld, Elsies River,
Langa, Khayelitsha, Die Vlei, Kuil-
sriver, Silvertown, Kewtown,
Hanover Park and Gugulethu
have stepped up during this time
in order to try and provide food
for some of these areas.

The women who work within
these organisations and move-
ments collaborate and form part
of a network called Human Rights
Defenders.

However, there are huge chal-
lenges faced by these organisa-
tions, particularly as they are
driven by women.

It is because of these organisa-

tions’ desire to help, and the chal-
lenges that the women driving
these organisations have had to
face in trying to provide these
services under the lockdown regu-
lations that they approached the
Women’s Legal Centre for help re-
garding challenges that they have
faced.

Seehaam Samaai, director of
The Women’s Legal Centre, elab-
orates: ‘The primary issue these
women were faced with was that
SAPS officials in their different
areas were of the opinion that they
could not be allowed to continue
to do the very important work of
distributing food to the most vul-
nerable members of their commu-
nities because it went against the

lockdown prohibition of gather-
ings.’

Samaai adds: ‘While true that
there was and still is a prohibition
of gatherings, the women who
were ensuring food security in
their communities and the com-
munity members trying to access
such food security were not, in ac-
tual fact, merely gathered in that
sense.’

These restrictions have instilled
fear in these women, of either
being fined or arrested, doing ho-
nourable work that is close to
their heart, within the various
communities.

Some women and organisations
had to halt their operations while
the WLC made an appeal to the
Western Cape SAPS Provincial
Commissioner and to the Parlia-
mentary Portfolio Committees on
Safety and Security as well as the
Police Select Committee to look at
the situation differently and clarify
the position going forward.

To date, WLC has made sub-
missions on behalf of all these or-
ganisations to the Portfolio
Committee on Safety and Security
on challenges they faced with food
security, soup kitchens and food
parcel distribution, and the Police
Select Committee on the chal-
lenges these women face in provid-
ing food and other socio-economic
services.

The joint submission included
the outlined services that were
made available by the community
organisations in which commu-
nity-based feeding schemes are set
up.

This is reinforced by the right
of every member of society to

health care, food, water and social
security in terms of section 27 of
the Constitution.

The WLC submission sought to
emphasise that in terms of the
Regulations gazetted by the Min-
ister of Cooperative Governance
and Traditional Affairs on March
25, 2020 (GN43148), the defini-
tion of essential services includes
‘care services and social relief of
distress provided to older persons,
[the] mentally ill, persons with dis-
abilities, the sick, and children’.

A conscious interpretation of
this regulation would see it ex-
panded to include indigent mem-
bers of the population and
community-based NGOs and
NPOs who are attempting to assist
their communities.

The submission indicated ideas
that abided by the organisations
representation of work, consider-
ing the safety security measures
that are imposed when providing
food to those on the receiving end.

The WLC would like to create
awareness of this issue as food se-
curity is a constitutional right and
the provision of food aid during
this time is an essential service.

‘It is important for members of
communities to know that no one
is allowed to harass them while
they make attempts to access such
food security, as they should be
considered as members of the pub-
lic trying to access essential goods,
much like anyone going to a su-
permarket to buy food,’ says Se-
haam Samaai.

In the face of uncertainty, these
organisations have found an effec-
tive way to meet the needs of vul-
nerable citizens.

Women’s Legal Centre to challenge restrictions on food distribution

The front line ladies from Where Rainbows Meet (WRM) who put themselves at
risk every day to feed the hungry community members of Vrygrond. They feed 
1 400 families in informal communities around Cape Town with a focus on the
southern suburb informal settlements, such as Vrygrond. WRM and other
 community-based organisations face serious obstacles as law enforcement
 agencies give a wide interpretation to the prohibition against gatherings which
are illegal under the lockdown regulations. Photo JASYN HOWES

JAMEELAH EBRAHIM
writes how the
 interpretation of the
 lockdown regulations and
its enforcement by law
 enforcement agencies is
placing obstacles in the
way of community-based
organisations trying to
 alleviate hunger on the
Cape Flats.
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ASLAM MXOLISI TAWANA
THE Galeshewe Muslim
 Association (GMA), in
 partnership with the South
African National Zakah Fund
(Sanzaf), engaged in a Joint
COVID-19 Food Relief Project in
our township and surrounding
areas.

The purpose of this project is to
assist those in need during this dif-
ficult period of the coronavirus
pandemic and the lockdown as set
out by President Cyril
Ramaphosa.

So far, we have managed to put
together 900 of these relief food
packs.

During this project, we had a
bias towards the elderly in our so-
ciety as they are a vulnerable
group.

We delivered to their institu-
tions and to their various private
homes.

We covered the Seochoareng
Home for the Elderly, the Crutse
Square Home, the Galeshewe As-
sociation for the Care of the Aged
(GAASCA) and Resthaven Wel-
fare Society.

In addition, we delivered food
packs to indigent families and in-
dividuals other than the elderly to

assist them during this period.
Although this is a project run

by Muslims, we cater to all in dis-
tress, despite their religion.

We endeavoured to cover all
the suburbs within Galeshewe.

In line with the Setswana
idiom, ‘Sejo senye gase fete
molomu’  (a small amount of food
is better than no food at all), this
was just a small token from us as
Muslims to our community in
Galeshewe, which has always
been supportive of us as their chil-
dren and neighbours.

We pray to Allah to assist us to
continue with our endeavours as
Muslims within our society here in
Galeshewe, to heal the world of
this pandemic and have mercy on
His creation.

The GMA and Sanzaf would
like to thank all those who took
time away from their families to
assist with the logistics (from buy-
ing to distribution), those who
contributed monetarily towards
making the project possible and
all the prayers especially of those
from our elderly community mem-
bers.
Aslam Mxolisi Tawana is
 chairperson of the Galeshewe
Muslim Association and of the
Northern Cape region of Sanzaf.

Muslims in Kimberley township reach out with aid

Yunus Megae, who heads the janaazah division of the Galeshewe Muslim
 Association (GMA), and the chairperson, Aslam Mxolisi Tawana, briefing the GMA
COVID-19 task team on the protocols to be observed before embarking on the
drive to deliver food relief packs to the elderly in the township.

Photo GRAFSTIEN VISUALS

On March 21, 1960, Nyakane
Tsolo, at only 20 years of age, led
the PAC March in Sharpeville,
while his other colleagues led from
the front in other parts of the
country. Philip Kgosana led the
PAC March in Langa (Cape
Town), Zachius Botlhoko Molete
led the PAC March in Evaton,
George Ndlovu led the PAC
March in Alexandra Township,
and Robert Sobukwe led the PAC
March in Soweto.

Why is it that 26 years after so-
called democracy, the South
African public and the world at
large do not know about Tsolo?

How come the telling of stories
around Sharpeville have never
considered to dare mention his
name – or any of the names of the
other PAC leaders in Sharpeville?

Perhaps, they belonged to the
wrong side of history, the wrong
side of the fence; they belonged to
one political organisation and not
another.

And this rendered them as per-
sona non grata, unwelcome figures
in the domain of history telling,
people of no significance, shadows
of history to be forgotten.

We seriously need to reflect on
the construction and narration of
public memory about historical
events and public holidays in
South Africa.

The mere fact that Sharpeville
Day has been renamed as ‘Human
Rights Day’ – just like the Soweto
Students Uprising was also re-
named as ‘Youth Day’ – attests in-
deed to part of this denialism and
distortion.

However uncomfortable this

might sound, the ruling party
(ANC) has played a big role,
whether intended or not, in en-
abling this gross denialism and his-
torical amnesia exhibited by the
likes of de Klerk.

The negotiated settlement at
Codesa – its implicit Sunset
Clause, and the theatrics of ‘for-
giveness without repentance’ dis-
played at the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC)
– set the stage for the de Klerks of
this world to insult Black people.

But the denialism and distor-
tion extends way beyond de Klerk,
the individual, right into the
realms of white society, the curric-
ula, how we teach history, what
histories we teach, how we re-
member, recollect and repackage
the past.

Our very approach to how we
tell narratives about apartheid is
selective and partisan and mar-
ginal. We have no inclusive ap-
proach to historical remembering
and narrative. We remember selec-
tively and we forget collectively.

The denialism and distortion
also reaches far out into how we
choose to commemorate our past,
how we tell stories, how we re-
member or dis-member the events
of Sharpeville, June 16, Boipatong,
Northcrest or even Marikana.

These annual, pompous, deco-
rated state ceremonies, publicised
and splashed all over media, have
become repugnant spaces of no
particular significance, void of any
historical substance. They are
events where the painful history of
our struggle becomes sanitised.

The ease with which we ac-
cepted the redrafting of our his-
tory, all in the name of
reconciliation, presents to the
apartheid denialists the picture

that we ourselves don’t take our
reality, our experience and our his-
tory seriously.

We have become so desensitised
and disconnected to the pain, ex-
perience and evils of apartheid
that we even allow the likes of de
Klerk to belittle and insult our
people, without any consequence.

Simply because we don’t hon-
our, acknowledge and respect our
veterans and Ancestors enough,
we give denialists like de Klerk and
others, a platform and audiences
for their vile and deeply racist
views permeating throughout
white society.

While we must condemn racists
like de Klerk without fail, we must
also introspect and interrogate our
own complicity in enabling and
accommodating white supremacy
and supremacists who feel they
didn’t kill enough Black people
under apartheid.

By failing to challenge
apartheid denialism and historical
distortion, we risk the danger of
repeating false narratives and
thereby blur the line between his-
torical truth, lies or propaganda.

This calls for a serious relook-
ing at the educational system.
And, certainly, the decolonisation
of the curriculum that the
#FeesMustFall campaign called
for remains relevant, albeit unat-
tended to, unresolved, unad-
dressed.

We need to ensure that we, and
generations to come, are well
equipped to distinguish and deci-
pher facts from fiction.

People all over the world guard
their history and past; they ensure
that denial is rooted out, and crim-
inalised. We must do the same,
without any fear or shame.

We owe it to our forebears.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
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DR FARAH VAHED
THERE is no doubt that the
COVID-19 pandemic is affecting
every aspect of our lives, from
home schooling to moving
 businesses online and juggling
family time in-between.

Globally, we are fast approach-
ing four million infections. In
South Africa, the number of posi-
tive cases are rising daily and,
sadly, so is the death toll. On May
5, 2020, the current total of posi-
tive infections was 7 220, of which
36 were critical, with 138 deaths
and 2 746 recoveries.

If a person is infected with
SARS-CoV-2 (the virus causing
COVID-19), they will start ac-
tively spreading the virus by day
three and, on average, show mild
signs of infection after five or six
days. The estimated average time
from onset to clinical recovery for
a mild case is two weeks, and
three to six weeks for a patient
with severe or critical disease.

So, stay at home, and strictly
isolate.  Numbers will rise, which
does not mean that the lockdown
is not working. Remember, the
numbers we are seeing now are ac-
tive infections from previous
weeks, from people who were al-
ready infected. Also, keep in mind
that we have only recently rolled
out the increased government test-
ing in the various provinces.

This is the aim and the principle
behind the ‘flatten-the-curve’ mes-
sage that is being repeated. By

slowing the rate of infection, we
can control, contain and treat it
within the capabilities of our
health system. Alhamdulillah, the
teachings of our beloved prophet,
Muhammad (SAW), have guided
us and outlined basic tenets by
which we can improve our health
and immune system, and these are
at the core of the Unani Tibb Phi-
losophy of Medicine and healing.

One of the main components of
Unani-Tibb is the recognition of
each person’s uniqueness. This
uniqueness is known as ‘tempera-
ment’.

Temperament describes a per-
son’s physical characteristics, their
constitution and their psychologi-
cal and emotional attributes. It as-
sesses personality strengths and

weaknesses, and includes the pre-
disposition or risk factors for par-
ticular disorders or diseases.

These temperaments are de-
fined under the following cate-
gories; Melancholic (cold and
dry), Bilious (hot and dry) San-
guineous (hot and moist) and
Phlegmatic (cold and moist).

From the stats we are seeing,
those who are older are most vul-
nerable to the coronavirus, which
makes sense from an Unani Tibb
point of view as the coronavirus
tends to favour a host that is dom-
inant in dry and cold qualities.

This does not mean others
won’t get infected, merely that
those who possess excess dryness
and coldness are at a predisposi-
tion. One of the common symp-
toms associated with SARS-CoV-2
is a dry cough, which indicates its
affinity for cold and dry qualities,
and not surprisingly, these quali-
ties correlate with that of old age.

Children, on the other hand,
seem to exhibit milder symptoms,
which could be attributed to their
dominance in moistness. Hence,
one can deduce that those with
dominant temperaments of dry-
ness and coldness will have a pre-
disposition.

Then there is the aspect of co-
morbidities or underlying diseases,
which would make one more vul-
nerable towards the disease. Since
the immune system would be com-
promised, the effects of the virus
become deadly.

Our immune systems are amaz-

ing, and, currently, it is the only
thing fighting the virus, and treat-
ment is aimed at treating the asso-
ciated symptoms. We can help
prepare our bodies and immune
systems and give them the support
they need with a few simple
changes to our lifestyles:

Environmental air and breath-
ing: Limit the use of air condition-
ers as this will increase cold and
dry elements. A humidifier would
be a great advantage to increase
moisture.

Meditation together with deep
breathing exercises will not only
strengthen the lungs (which is the
main organ that gets affected
when one is infected) but also
helps keep you calm and combat
stress.

Sleep and wakefulness: Sleep is
important for health in general
and, as a bonus, it also benefits
our immune function. Try to rest
and maintain a regular sleep rou-
tine.

Movement: Introduce an exer-
cise routine into your day – start
with a yoga exercise and progress
to a combination of movements
and exercises that suit you.

Emotional state: It should be
noted that both fear and stress
weaken the immune system, thus
the lockdown is the ideal time to
switch off and take a moment to
breathe and do some introspec-
tion.

Many of us have this newly
found ‘time’ on our hands, which
makes for a perfect opportunity to

start an emotional, spiritual and
physical detox, and welcome
nourishment of these aspects in
our lives.

Elimination of toxins: Try to
stop smoking. Smokers have an in-
creased risk of catching infections
and suffering severe complications
from those infections.

Food and drink: From a Tibb
perspective, we need to have foods
that will increase heat and mois-
ture so as to combat the coldness
and dryness. Staying hydrated is a
very important aspect when it
comes to strengthening the im-
mune system.

Some beneficial Sunnah foods:
honey is anti-bacterial, anti-in-
flammatory, builds immunity,
soothes throat; dates – hot and
moist in nature; olive oil – anti-in-
flammatory; kalunji/ Nigella
Sativa – anti-inflammatory, an-
tioxidant, antihistamine, immuno-
modulatory, antimicrobial and an
analgesic.

If we try and follow these sim-
ple changes, we can make a big
difference in our health.
Dr Farah Vahed [BSc. CHS
(UWC); BCM Unani Tibb
(UWC)] is an Unani Tibb
 practitioner. You may contact her
on Instagram/ Facebook -
@AskDrFarah.

Changing our lifestyles in the face of the coronavirus
Health File

Dr Farah Vahed. Photo SUPPLIED
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EID EID MUBARAK.MUBARAK.
Melomed Directors, Management, Doctors and
Staff wish you and your family a blessed and
peaceful Eid Mubarak.

DR JASHIRA NAIDOO
AS COVID-19 changes how we
look at everything in medicine,
one population stands out:
 patients on dialysis. Of all the
 patients who engage with the
health system, patients on
 dialysis may have the most
 frequent and the most intimate
contact with the medical system.

Additionally, these patients
can’t abide by the standard in-
structions to avoid infection, i.e.
they are unable to just shelter in a
place for a week or two while the
epidemic burns itself out.

Because of this, we need a spe-
cial fund of knowledge to ensure
that these patients remain as safe
as possible.

What follows is a summary and
discussion of some of the major is-
sues and challenges facing dialysis
patients during the COVID-19
pandemic. We are trying to collate
the facts – and these are not rec-
ommendations because the evi-
dence is either too sparse or
rapidly evolving. There are also lo-
gistical challenges or local institu-
tional policies or constraints that
one should bear in mind while
reading what follows.

The risk of COVID-19 
in  patients receiving 

chronic dialysis
One would think that given the

increased risk of the disease in
older people, as well as those with
hypertension and other comorbid
conditions, that the risk would be
higher in people on chronic dialy-
sis. We have sparse data in this

population so the usual precau-
tions apply.

An important aspect for pa-
tients on hemodialysis (HD) is that
they cannot avoid travelling, so
safe and secure transportation
needs to be addressed. Depending
on the spread in HD units, they
may also need dialysis in desig-
nated centres. This is a good time
to be on home dialysis, whether it
be peritoneal or home HD.

How do we (physicians, nurses,
techs, clerks etc.) get up to

speed on COVID-19?
All staff should receive training

in clinical knowledge about
COVID-19, prevention guidelines,

and local institutional/ hospital
protocols.

This training should preferably
include (could be done online):
l How to use different types of

masks, how to cover the nose
and mouth when coughing,
how to dispose of contami-
nated items in waste receptacles
and how to perform hand hy-
giene.

l Latest care recommendations
and epidemic information
should be updated and deliv-
ered to all medical staff.

Responsibilities of staff 
working at a dialysis centre
One of the major concerns in

maintaining a safe dialysis envi-
ronment is preventing the dialysis
centre from being a source of in-
fection.
l All staff need to ensure that

they are not infected to prevent
them from harming their pa-
tients.

l All staff need to self-monitor
for symptoms of COVID-19
(e.g. fever or new onset cough,
fatigue, nausea, diarrhea, anos-
mia) and notify the medical di-
rector or team leader if they
develop any symptoms sugges-
tive of COVID-19.

l The staff should notify the
medical director or team leader
if their family members develop
symptoms suggestive of
COVID-19 infection.
Sick members of the team

should stay at home and should
not be in contact with patients or
other team members.

The duration of self isolation

may vary from centre to centre,
and whether or not COVID-19
was tested and negative.

What dialysis patients 
should do outside the unit
Though we do not have data to

point to, it is intuitive that dialysis
patients are part of a susceptible
group and need to take extra pre-
cautions.
l Stay at home while they are not

receiving dialysis.
l Try as much as possible to use

individual transport to the dial-
ysis centre and avoid public
transportation if possible (see
more below on transportation).

l Avoid contact with other peo-
ple, including their children and
grandchildren. Be aware that
young people serve as a vector
of the disease, often without
symptoms or only minimal
symptoms. Dong (Pediatrics
2020).

l Family members living with pa-
tients on dialysis must under-
stand the precautions to
prevent within-family transmis-
sion. These include body tem-
perature measurement (at least
once a day), personal hygiene,
handwashing and prompt re-
porting of symptoms suggestive
of COVID-19.

Hygienic measures to consider
adopting in our centres

Our colleagues from Italy
shared a series of recommenda-
tions, including general hygienic
measures. Cozzolino (CKJ 2020)
l Put alcohol dispensers in pa-

tient rooms, waiting rooms etc,

and advise patients to use them.
l Recommend the patients to

wash their hands and fistula be-
fore starting dialysis.

l Nursing and medical staff
should wear surgical masks and
protective glasses while they are
in the dialysis room, wash their
hands with soap and water and
use alcohol solutions systemat-
ically.

l If you share dialysis nursing
staff between adult and paedi-
atric units, consider permanent
separation of staff to minimise
the risk of cross infection.

Dr Jashira Naidoo [Cert
Nephrology (SA) (2015), FCP
(SA) (2012), MBBCh
 Witwatersrand (2004)] is a
nephrologist at Melomed Tokai.

Dialysis patients during COVID-19: guidelines

Dr Jashira Naidoo. Photo SUPPLIED

Infographic on preventing
 transmission of COVID-19 for dialysis
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DR MOHAMMAD ABDULLAH
THE global consensus on the
 significance and vitality of
 Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) heralded a new dawn in
the arena of international
 development.

The SDGs, if achieved within
their timeframes, can be not only
a game-changer for humanity but
a harbinger of a much better
world for future generations. In its
scope and objectives, the SDGs
capture a comprehensive roadmap
for the betterment of planet earth
and its dwellers. Though the SDGs
cover a broad range of develop-
mental issues, many goals revolve
around different dimensions of ex-
isting lacuna in the mechanism of
either distribution of resources or
in the method of their deployment.

The role of the Islamic philan-
thropic institution of waqf (plural;
awqaf) can be critical in this dis-
cussion due to its flexible scope
and remarkable size.

The success of the SDGs is as
much dependent on the contribu-
tion of the philanthropic sector as
it depends on the active involve-
ment of private and public sectors.

That the role of the philan-
thropic sector is indispensable in
materialising sustainable develop-
ment has been repeatedly stressed.
Keeping in view the noted empha-
sis on the potential role of the phil-
anthropic sector in achieving

sustainable development, the sig-
nificance of waqf, which is the
backbone of the third sector of an
ideal Islamic economy, cannot be
overemphasized, particularly in
the context of both majority and
minority Muslim communities.

Waqf is a shariah-based volun-
tary institution which is envisaged
to function in line with the
maqasid al-shariah (the higher ob-
jectives of shariah).

Since the framework of SDGs
has many commonalities with the
maqasid-based development
agenda, the institution of waqf can
play an intermediary role in actu-
alising the mutual objectives of
both the SDGs and the maqasid
al-shariah. Thus, in achieving the
SDGs particularly in Muslim ma-
jority countries, the role of global
waqf, which is estimated to be
worth $1 trillion, is definitely very
significant. In fact, a survey of
available literature on waqf would
reveal that long before the incep-
tion of the SDGs framework, waqf
already had a history of targeting
these very socio-economic and en-
vironmental goals in Muslim soci-
eties, though in an unorganised
way.

The key purpose of shariah is to
bring ease and remove hardship.
All that may affect adversely either
the sustenance or dignified sur-
vival of humankind are to be
countered in the maqasid-based
action plan.

To this end, the approach and
framework of SDGs is generally
compatible with the underlying
ethos of maqasid al-shariah. Com-
bating the various forms of depri-
vations are some of the shared
features of SDGs and maqasid al-
shariah.

The focal point of maqasid as
well as SDGs is sustainable and in-
clusive development. Lack of in-
clusive development entails
deprivation of basic necessities for
its victims, which in turn jeopar-
dises human dignity, the preserva-
tion of which is central to the
maqasid al-shariah. In this con-
text, a maqasid al-shariah para-
digm necessitates the modern
waqf to evolve into an inclusive in-
stitution that encompasses the
preservation of human dignity as
one of its primary objectives. In
other words, the integrated ap-
proach of maqasid requires the
modern waqf to evolve in the
globalised context to comprehen-
sively deal with the issue of depri-
vation vis-a-vis dignity as one of
its priorities.

Similar to the framework of
SDGs, a new framework of waqf-
based development scheme can be
drawn in line with the maqasid al-
shariah (the higher objectives of
shariah) approach, particularly
among the Muslim majority coun-
tries.

As per the maqasid approach,
the primary objectives of all devel-

opmental schemes should include
enabling the human community to
attain a bare minimum of essen-
tialities of life which is necessary
for their dignified survival.

An explicit indication for this
notion can be easily derived by re-
ferring to the three levels of
maqasid-based public interests
(masaleh), namely, necessities
(daruriyat), needs (hajiyat) and
luxuries (tahsiniyat). The maqasid
framework demands implementa-
tion of the given three levels of
public interests in ascending order
to ensure the preservation of
human life (hifdh al-nafs) and dig-
nity (hifdh al-ird), which is key to
the higher objectives of shariah.

For maintaining coherence with
this approach, the paradigm of
modern awqaf needs to be
tweaked in alignment to the
maqasid.

For this purpose, the direction
of global awqaf should be steered
towards securing human life and
dignity by allocating benefits for
provision of food, clothing and
shelter for all on a priority basis.

To this end, the framework of
SDGs can be crucial to the stake-
holders of awqaf for the purpose
of adaptation of awqaf-based de-
velopment schemes as the inclu-
siveness of SDGs’ framework
creates a common ground between
SDGs and the maqasid al-shariah.

To achieve the long-term
maqasid-oriented goals, different

awqaf need to incorporate similar
goals in their agenda with speci-
fied periodical time-frames.

The framework of SDGs offers
possibilities for the stakeholders of
the waqf institution to impress the
relevance of waqf to all concerned
by contextualising the orientation
and approach of waqf to fulfil the
modern requisites of development.

This could be materialised by
adopting a convergent approach
of waqf-based development with
the SDGs to the extent the
maqasid approach allows it to do
so.

A convergent path with SDGs
may provide a new landscape for
awqaf managements in different
jurisdictions to collaborate with
other international institutions
working for similar developmental
objectives.
Dr Mohammad Abdullah (PhD,
CSAA) is an expert in the theory
and practices of Islamic sciences,
Islamic jurisprudence and Islamic
finance. He is a highly experi-
enced shariah scholar, providing
shariah consultancy and advisory
services to various Islamic finan-
cial institutions in Europe, South
America and the UAE. He has
presented a number of research
papers on different aspects of Is-
lamic banking and finance in dif-
ferent American, European and
Asian countries. He is currently
based in Dubai and may be
reached at: Nadwi.ab@gmail.com

Waqf and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): a maqasid perspective



Muslim Views . May 2020 31

CONNECT

africamuslimsagency.co.za
amasa@iafrica.com

+27 21 699 0545CAPE TOWN

+27 11 834 8685/6/7HEAD OFFICE

+27 31 207 5676DURBAN

+27 11 852 2142LENASIA

INSPIRING THE SPIRIT OF GIVING#YOURPARTICIPATIONISREQUIRED

SPONSOR
A 

Waterwell
M A L A W I  &  M O Z A M B I Q U E

R12 000

WE COLLECT ZAKAAT, LILLAH, SADAQAH, FITRAH, KAFFARAH, FIDYAH

BANKING DETAILS   

Africa Muslims Agency

Standard Bank

Ref: Cell Number 

Swift Code: SBZAZAJJ

JOHANNESBURG   Acc: 000 445 312 | B/Code: 00 48 05 
LENASIA Acc: 002 509 296 | B/Code: 00 52 05
KWAZULU NATAL    Acc: 401 273 199 | B/Code: 00 52 05
CAPE TOWN    Acc: 203 382 110 |  B/Code: 00 52 05
WATER WELLS Acc: 002 511 134 |  B/Code: 00 52 05

EARN SADAQAH JAARIYAH

R1 500

F O R  A N  O R P H A N
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gift will turn their tears into joy on 
this  Day of Eid. 
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NABILA MAYET
AS Muslims, we are well aware
that zakaah is one of the five
 pillars of Islam. It is a
 compulsory act that Muslims
around the world are to give 
2,5 per cent of their total wealth
to those in need.

Why is zakaah important?

Zakaah is a fard act in Islam
and it serves the purpose of puri-
fying one’s wealth and soul. Im-
portantly, it is also a means of
assisting the neediest parts of our
ummah.

Who are liable to pay zakaah?
Muslim adults who are sound

of mind, who posses the nisaab (a
minimum amount of wealth held

for a year) are liable to pay za-
kaah.

Who are liable 
to receive zakaah?

Those individuals who do not
own possessions up to the amount
of the nisaab. Through its zakaah
fund and your generous dona-
tions, Islamic Relief changed the
lives of over a million people in
2019. We provided immediate
emergency aid to people and com-
munities living in disaster and war
zones: drought and famine-struck
countries across East Africa and
communities affected by conflict
in Yemen, Syria and Gaza.

Your generosity has enabled

communities to build sustainable
livelihoods in the face of climate
change, and enabled better lives
for vulnerable orphans and fami-
lies across the globe. Alhamdulil-
lah, for millions of vulnerable
people, your zakaah has changed
their world. It says in the Holy
Quran: ‘The alms are only for the
poor or needy; and the destitute;
and those employed to collect za-

kaah; and to attract the hearts of
those who have been inclined to-
wards Islam; and to free the cap-
tives; and for those in debt; and
for Allah’s Cause; and for the way-
farer, a traveller who is cut off
from everything; a duty imposed
by Allah. And Allah is All-
Knower, All-Wise.’ (9:60)
Donate now by visiting www.is-
lamic-relief.org.za

How to calculate zakaah

Allow Islamic Relief to make
your zakaah calculations easy.
Visit our website: https://www.is-
lamic-
relief.org.za/resources/zakat-calcu
lator/

Add in your amounts while we
calculate for you.

It’s as easy as that.

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -
Sharing your zakaah saves lives: acting on the third fard

Children carrying a box of supplies
received from Islamic Relief.

Photo SUPPLIED

Syrian children playing in a refugee camp received aid from Islamic Relief. Photo SUPPLIED
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Eid Mubarak
From all of us at Islamic Relief 

we wish you and your family a blessed 

May Allah bring you joy, happiness, 
peace, and prosperity in 

these uncertain times. 

Thank you for #sharingyourzakat 
with us this Ramadan. It is because 

of you that we will able to 
help millions of people 

all over the world.

MAHMOOD SANGLAY
SHAIKH Abdullah Asali is a man
of steadfast faith against
 daunting trials. He is the imam of
Al Fatiha Masjid, in Site B,
Khayelitsha, on the R340 route.
The mosque was established in
2002 and he has served the
 Muslims of Site B since 2014.

The township, Khayelitsha, was
established in 1983 by the
apartheid-era Minister of Co-op-
eration and Development, Piet
Koornhof. According to geogra-
pher Grant Saff, by the mid-
1980s, Cape Town had become
one of the most segregated cities in
South Africa.

Site B is one of 22 sites in
Khayelitsha but was developed in
the post-apartheid era. The area
typically consists of a high number
of informal settlements, informal
backyard dwellers and Recon-
struction and Development Pro-
gramme (RDP) housing.

Some of the sprawling sites of
Khayelitsha house residents in ab-
ject, unhygienic conditions. Rains
bring public toilet effluent into liv-
ing rooms and cut out electricity
supply. Children play on the banks
of open sewers, cows roam along-
side mounds of refuse and many
sites are suffused with the stench
of squalor.

This is part of the setting for Al
Fatiha Masjid, a microcosm of en-
during faith against formidable
odds. Shaikh Asali is the imam
and he performs all the adminis-
trative and management duties re-
lated to the mosque, including that
of chairperson, secretary and

treasurer.
No funds are collected from the

congregation because no one can
afford to contribute to the mainte-
nance of the mosque. Therefore,
Shaikh Asali draws from his remu-
neration to cover its maintenance
costs, including water and electric-
ity. And he supplements his in-
come with the produce of a

vegetable garden adjacent to the
mosque.

Shaikh Asali is also a partici-
pant in the Imamate Ta’awun Pro-
gramme (ITP) run by the South
African National Zakah Fund
(Sanzaf) and the Muslim Judicial
Council (MJC). Shaikh Asali
keeps meticulous records of mat-
ters related to the mosque, and

says that there are approximately
220 Muslims in Site B.

Al Fatiha Masjid accommo-
dates 75 worshippers for Jumuah
prayers, including women. The
shaikh runs a number of classes
for children and adults from Mon-
day to Thursday. On Fridays and
Saturdays, he offers hifdh classes.
Missionary work is an added func-
tion fulfilled by the shaikh.

He was born in Malawi, in
1970, into a Muslim family. His
father founded and established the
first madrasah in their village, Chi-
wamba, in Dedza District, and
earned the title Chifundo (the kind
one) due to his good work.

Shaikh Asali completed his pri-
mary and secondary schooling in
Malawi, studied the Quran for
two years, attended Madrasa
Taleemu Deen, in Dedza, a board-
ing school for both Islamic and
tertiary studies from 1980 to
1984, followed by a darul uloom
in Blantyre, till 1991.

Thereafter, he worked in Johan-
nesburg at the Al Tawheed Islamic
Centre till 2009 where he met
Shaikh Sulaiman Salama, who
founded the Fajrul Islam Centre,
in Cape Town.

In 2010, Shaikh Asali was
asked by Shaikh Salama to work
with him in Cape Town at the cen-
tre till 2014. Following this expe-
rience in teaching, he commenced
duties at Al Fatiha Masjid.

The mosque drew the attention
of at least two major philan-
thropic initiatives over recent
years. In 2016, Muslim Hands un-
dertook the renovation of the
mosque by upgrading the ablution

area, replacing the carpets and re-
pairing the walls and roof.

Soon thereafter, Awqaf SA
added an extra room for Jumuah
overflow, and installed a roof for
the wudu area.

As a participant in the ITP since
2019, Shaikh Asali is dependent
on ongoing support from the pro-
gramme, subject to direct commu-
nity support. The programme is
intended to include not only a rea-
sonable monthly salary but also
basic benefits like a hospital plan
and unemployment insurance for
imams.

The ITP was launched in No-
vember 2018, and has been sup-
ported by a few benefactors.

There are currently over 15
mosques enrolled for the capacity-
building programme and three
imams from impoverished com-
munities are currently on the pay-
roll. However, this is but a fraction
of what is required to support
imams and mosques in poor com-
munities.

The target is to assist at least six
imams by the end of 2020 and to
double this figure on an annual
basis. In order to achieve this ob-
jective, the MJC and Sanzaf ap-
peal to the Muslim community to
support the ITP.

Further information on the pro-
gramme may be obtained from
Moulana Hassiem Cassiem at 082
499 3637 or Imam Maghdie Sa-
dien at 082 448 8302.

The banking details for the ITP
is: SA National Zakah Fund, Al-
baraka Bank Account Number:
78600086308, Branch, Code:
800000.

Khayelitsha mosque offers hope to local Muslims

Shaikh Abdullah Asali of Al Fatiha Masjid grows a vegetable garden adjacent to
the mosque. The abundant spinach crop supplements his income to meet the
 operating costs of the mosque. Photo HASANAIN ABDULLAH
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6. Drawings: does the dominant
partner enjoy greater privilege?

EFFECTIVE cash flow manage-
ment is at the heart of the success
of any business enterprise.

In the case of a partnership be-
tween spouses, the importance of
proper cash flow management can
never be over emphasised.

Thus, it becomes necessary to
spell out if random drawings are
permitted in the first place and, if
so, for what purpose.

As a minimum requirement, no
drawings should be allowed with-
out the express or prior-received
consent of the other partner.

In addition, record keeping of
such drawing should be accurate
and up to date.
7. Profit and loss sharing
arrangement: has the downside
been considered?

Most budding entrepreneurs
have plans for the growth of their
business, and rightly so. But has
the downside been considered?
What if things don’t turn out as
expected?

With the global economic
downturn, this is all the more im-
portant.

Apart from having to settle ex-
ternal creditors of an unsuccessful

business venture, the last thing one
would want is to be embroiled in
a dispute with one’s own spouse
over who should bear losses.

Thus, while profit distribution
agreements are reached, there
should be a commensurate
amount of thought given to how
losses will be shared.

Muslim couples who enjoy a
business partnership where one of
them is a sleeping partner, should
take note that the profit of such a
partner cannot exceed the capital
contribution.

This is based on the Iegal
maxim of profit only being legiti-
mate when commensurate with
the amount of risk taken.
8. Termination: can the business
be voluntarily terminated, and
how?

A business venture can cease to
exist in a number of ways. This
could be due to the unforeseen
death of a partner, being inca-
pacited beyond foreseeable recov-
ery or even an unexpected divorce.
It is therefore important to set out
the terms of termination that
apply in a given business relation-
ship.

Examples of terms and condi-

tions that parties may want to in-
clude are, inter alia, particular ac-
tions of the parties that trigger
termination proceedings, who has
the first right to buy the share of
the leaving/ deceased or incapaci-
tated partner, the manner of deter-
mining the value of an exiting
partner’s share etc.
9. Duration: is the partnership to
last indefinitely?

Proximity of related parties
often comes with barriers in the
style and manner of communica-
tion.

The closer two people are re-
lated, the more challenging it be-
comes to raise sensitive topics for
discussion and clarity.

In the scenario of a couple en-
joying a business relationship, if
anything happens to discomfort

one partner, he/ she may find it
rather difficult to discuss.

To manage such an inconven-
ient situation, having a set dura-
tion for the existence of a
partnership gives the discomforted
partner some respite, knowing
that there may not be a need to
raise the  discomforting matter
since the partnership is due to ter-
minate in the foreseeable future.

When the deadline arrives, the
discomforted partner may simply
opt out of renewing the partner-
ship and be saved the hassle of
seeking clarity on the discomfort-
ing practice.
10. Arbitration: is a mediator/ ar-
bitrator identified and agreed
upon upfront?

As mentioned earlier, the
prospect of succeeding often en-
joys greater attention than the
business not succeeding.

Not succeeding could poten-
tially include disagreeing with a
business partner, let alone a
spouse, on a crucial aspect of the
business or could relate to inter-
preting the terms of the partner-
ship agreement and their
application in any given scenario.

Whatever the case may be,
when conflict arises, it is often

much harder to identify a non-par-
tisan individual or organisation to
mediate between the parties.

If anything, any name sug-
gested by one party at the time of
conflict is dismissed by the other,
often just for the sake of frustrat-
ing the process of resolving the
issue at hand.

Therefore, identifying a suitable
individual or organisation at the
very outset, and having this cast in
writing has a greater tendency to
ease the situation if and when con-
flict does arise.

In parting, it should go without
saying that both partners need to
keep the bigger picture in mind as
they navigate the peaks and
troughs of the business cycle as
well as the peaks and troughs of
their marital relationship.

The formula to a successful
husband-wife business venture lies
in striking the right balance.
After successfully memorising the
Quran in Madrassah Islamiyyah
Benoni, Mufti Muhammad
 Haffejee pursued his Aalim
Faadil at Jamia Darul Uloom
Karachi under the tutelage of
 Justice Mufti Muhammad Taqi
Uthmani. He holds a BComm
 degree in private law and
 economics as well as a Master of
Science degree in Islamic finance.
Mufti Muhammad lectures
 commercial law at the Jaami’ah
Al-Uloom Al-Islamiyyah and also
serves as a manager of the
 Economics and Finance Desk of
the Jamiatul Ulama South Africa,
where he has gained more than a
decade of consulting experience
in economics and finance.

Married and considering a joint commercial venture?
In the concluding part of
this two-part series, MUFTI
MUHAMMAD HAFFEJEE,
presents the other five
pointers he feels a married
couple needs to consider
when embarking on a
 business partnership.

In the scenario of a couple enjoying a
business relationship, if anything happens

to discomfort one partner, he/ she may
find it rather difficult to discuss.
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FATHIMA SAIB
THIS Ramadaan has been one
with a difference.

Apart from our ongoing proj-
ects that remained open despite
the lockdown, such as our dialysis
clinic, children’s home, financial
aid programme, X-ray clinic bur-
sary programme, to name but a
few, we at the Sultan Bahu Centre
(SBC) embraced the added chal-
lenge of the COVID-19 global
pandemic.

We saw our places of worship
closed and restrictions put in place
on iftaar gatherings during this
blessed month. We didn’t pray to-

gether, we didn’t eat together, we
didn’t enjoy the little things we al-
ways took for granted but we rose
together by uniting and opening
our hearts to those who didn’t
have the luxury of a meal at the
end of the day.

The lockdown resulted in some
people losing their jobs and many
people not receiving the income
they were used to.

As a community, we came to-
gether and brought relief to many
a home and many a family. Our
SBC teams across the country as

well as other NGOs braced the cri-
sis and went out distributing food
hampers, meals and other forms of
relief aid to those in need.

We distributed blankets in time
for the winter ahead and we
adapted it to equip those in shel-
ters with hygiene packs that in-
cluded sanitisers, soap and
facemasks. 

This would have not been pos-
sible without your help, support
and contributions during the
month of Ramadaan.

We at Sultan Bahu Centre say

‘thank you’ and we value your
support and contributions, and
hope that you will continue help-

ing us to heal hearts, one heart at
a time.

Eid mubarak!

Eid Mubarak from the Sultan Bahu Centre
Sultan Bahu Centre teams across the country went out distributing food
 hampers, meals and other forms of relief aid to those in need.

Photo ZAID WILLIAMS

LOSS OF A TIRELESS FIGHTER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
In every society there are individuals who constantly place the plight of others
less fortunate than themselves before their own. They are ordinary people living
simple lives. They hardly make the news headlines or appear as leaders in that
society. They constantly give of themselves; persons who notice the hardships of
other human beings and feel compelled to do something to bring ease to those
persons.
On April 1 Cape Town bade farewell to such a person in the form of Nazly
Solomon, a tireless fighter for human rights; a dedicated activist for the liberation
of Palestine to her very last breath. The liberation of Palestine is a cause she was
passionate about.
Her advice was to always let your actions be out of sincerity and consistency.

She was a mother not only to her own children but to many unknown children out
there; a friend to everyone, regardless of stature in society; a friend to the beggar
regardless of his disposition in society.
During her hospitalisation, her bedside bore testimony to who she was and the
role she played in the most unassuming way. She received visitors from all walks
of life, be they clergy or the hawkers with whom she traded. The constant vigil at
her bedside was a sure sign that she was an extraordinary woman in the service
of humanity.
Ramadaan was her month. It was her moment to be of service to the less
 privileged; a month she would spend tirelessly providing the underprivileged with
a meal or visiting the elderly or the sick. In this auspicious month of Ramadaan,
we feel the void left by the loss of this courageous human being.
Our thoughts and prayers are with her family, her children and the voiceless for
whom she became a voice. We pray that Allah our Lord and Sustainer grant her
Jannah, the company of the pious and countless mercies be descended upon her
soul. We remember Nazly Solomon for her courage and determination but most
of all, for her ever present passion to serve humanity.

Text MARIAM CHILWAN | Photo AKAYS PHOTOS
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SHABIER SELBY NHLEKO
‘WHOEVER builds a masjid for
Allah’s sake, where Allah is
 remembered, Allah will build a
house similar to it for him in
 Paradise.’ (hadith)

Education, development, skills
empowerment and spiritual train-
ing are some of the outstanding
programmes at the M A Motala
Education Centre.

The Motala Centre is a fifteen-
year-old project of the S A Dawah
Network (SADN) and is located at
185 Wyebank Road, Wyebank,
Kloof.

With the ever-increasing de-

mand of the students and commu-
nity, the following capital projects
were completed in the past five
years: four classrooms, student
dorms, staff housing, guest room
and ablution facilities, with a com-
bined building budget of R4 mil-
lion.

According to Yusuf Mohamm-
edy and Farouk Shaikh, joint di-
rectors of SADN, the building and
upgrading of the above facilities
provide well-needed structures to
the students and community at
large.

They serve the many functions
and needs of the local population.

‘We have built the first mosque

in the area with a community hall.
This is the first mosque in the
areas of Wyebank, Kloof, New
Germany, Clermont and Mol-
weni,’ said the directors.

The mosque is for the daily
salaah, Jumuah, Taraweeh, Eid
salaah, dhikr halqa, nikah,

janaazah and other programmes.
It is 370 square metres in size for
300 worshippers. ‘He who builds
a masjid seeking the face of Allah
by building it then Allah will build
him a similar building in Paradise.’
(hadith)

The multi-purpose hall, which

will be used for conferences, meet-
ings, jalsas, dawah functions, com-
munity feeding and other related
activities, covers 676 sqare metres.
For further details, please contact
Yusuf Mohammedy 
(072 259 3457)/ Farouk Shaikh
(076 321 0650)

First mosque for the Wyebank and Kloof area, in KZN

The first masjid to serve the Wyebank-Kloof area, in KwaZulu-Natal, has a
 community hall attached to it. While the masjid can accommodate 300
 worshippers, the multi-purpose hall will be used for conferences, dawah work-
shops and feeding schemes, amongst other activities. Photo SUPPLIED

Get the print edition delivered to your door, access the digital edition online and get all our premium online content for free.
subscriptions@mg.co.za

    
With the sight of the new moon, Ramadaan has come to an end.  

May Allah (SWA) grant you the Tawfeeq to apply the gems of wisdom  
from Ramadaan into our daily lives. 

Happy Eid-ul-Fitr Mubarak.

With the sight of the new moon, Ramadaan has come to an end. 
May Allah (SWA) grant you the Tawfeeq to apply the gems of wisdom  

from Ramadaan into our daily lives. 
Happy Eid-ul-Fitr Mubarak.

The first masjid to serve the Wyebank-Kloof area, in KwaZulu-Natal, can accommodate 300 worshippers. Apart from the
daily salaah, Jumuah, Taraweeh and Eid salaah, the masjid will be used for dhikr, halqas, nikahs and janazahs.

Photo SUPPLIED
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ZEENAT MOOSA HASSAN
RAMADAAN, the month of
 immeasurable blessings and
mercy is almost over. For
 Muslims in South Africa and
around the world, this
 Ramadaan has been considerably
different, having had to sacrifice
religious and cultural traditions
for the safety of the global

 community.
Yet, despite the challenges of a

national lockdown and a global
pandemic, the spirit of giving con-
tinues. Our Give More, Gain
More campaign has encouraged
people to give more, through char-
ity, ibaadah and kindness in order
to gain even more rewards.

Thanks to the incredible gen-
erosity of our donors, we have de-

livered, and continue to deliver
food parcels and hygiene kits to
hundreds of vulnerable families
across South Africa who have
been directly affected by the coro-
navirus pandemic.

This is above and beyond the
lifesaving humanitarian aid and
relief we have distributed to mil-
lions of destitute brothers and sis-
ters around the world.

From providing hungry Mus-
lims with a nutritious iftaar meal
in Sudan to sponsoring an orphan
in Pakistan; from giving rural fam-
ilies access to fresh, clean water to
saving the lives of desperate Syrian
refugees, your support has trans-
formed the lives of entire commu-
nities.

Many of us will now begin
preparations for Eid celebrations.
On behalf of the entire Muslim
Hands team and all those that you
have helped this Ramadaan, we
wish you and your loved ones a
blessed and joyous Eid.

The reality, however, is that the
poor and needy face difficulties
throughout the year and not just
in the blessed month of Ra-
madaan. Many of us will now be
purchasing Eid gifts for friends
and family – as our beloved
Prophet (SAW) said: ‘Give gifts to

each other and you will love one
another.’ (Al-Adab al-Mufrad)

What makes our life-changing
charity gifts different from a nor-
mal present is that you, as the
giver, as well as the recipients both
benefit from it. Together, you will
be transforming the lives of some
of the world’s poorest people for
years to come. They make the per-
fect Eid gifts to purchase on behalf
of friends and family, and there is
a gift that will suit every age, taste
and budget.

Our Great Charity Gifts range
from building a new classroom in
a rural village, giving the gift of
sight to those who struggle to see
or providing water purifiers to
communities in remote regions

where clean water is scarce.
Hardworking families working

in agriculture can benefit from a
new tractor, extra livestock or
fruit-bearing trees, children can
benefit from a new computer and
women can earn a living from a
new sewing machine.

You can even support pro-
grammes to help reduce infant
mortality, malaria and HIV/ Aids.
Simply choose a project that you
are passionate about and leave the
rest to us.

We will even send you a certifi-
cate, personalised with the name
you choose, and a decorative
greeting card for each of our Great
Charity Gifts.

Visit muslimhands.org.za for
more information on our range of
charity gifts or call our office on
021 633 6413.

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -
This Eid, reap the rewards of a Great Charity Gift with Muslim Hands

Palestinian farmers receive olive tree
donations from Muslim Hands.

Photo SUPPLIED

Muslim Hands donates sewing machines to struggling ladies wanting to earn a
livelihood from their homes. Photo SUPPLIED
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Members of the Galeshewe Muslim Association (GMA) COVID-19 task team at the Nxumalo Street
Masjid in the township before setting off to distribute food relief packs in partnership with Sanzaf
Northern Cape. [Story page 27] Photo GRAFSTIEN VISUALS
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They can
undo all the
good the
Muslims are
doing
ASSALAAMU alaikum Muslims
of Mzanzi

Just when I thought we had
dealt with mavericks like Zehir
Omar and his fringe group Mus-
lim clients, another couple of
Muslim lawyers have popped up
who are pushing the envelope.

So much work is being done by
Muslims to fight this COVID-19
pandemic from Muslim commu-
nity-based organisations in the
townships of Winterveldt to
Galeshewe to down in Manen-
berg, Cape Town.

There are various Muslim
NGOs, Muslim medical and sci-
ence professionals, businessmen

and women, financiers and finan-
cial institutions and all and
sundry; some are even mentioning
a figure of between R60-R70 mil-
lion in food parcels and various
humanitarian assistance from the
Muslim community towards the
battle against the virus.

All this good work, only for
these mavericks to undo that by
constantly being in the forefront
of challenging the government on
its decisions about the lockdown.

Some of these Muslim lawyers
are in the forefront to challenge
the legality of the President’s Com-
mand Council and they are
preparing papers to go to court in
order for the court to set aside the
command council and declare it il-
legal.

Now this is just my observation
and I am sure many of you are
also observing this trend from
some Muslim quarters.

Now folks, we should not be
surprised when the people in the
ruling party and in government
push back and develop hard-line
tendencies against Muslims and
Islam in our country. What a sad
day that will be because of the at-
titudes of these fellows of ours.

Please bear in mind that the

throw back I am referring to is not
an impossibility. We have wit-
nessed it in some countries in our
lifetime.

I might be wrong but please be
warned. This is only a small warn-
ing from a lowly man from the
plattelande.

Was salaam
Aslam Mxolisi Tawana

Chairman: Galeshewe Muslim
Association

CMRM
tribute to 
Dr Abe
 Mahomed
ABDULLAH Eshaak Mahomed
(fondly known as Dad, Pappa,
Abe) passed away on April 11,
2020, at the age of 88. He was
peaceful and comfortable in his
last hours.

He will be missed by his chil-
dren, Riyani, Hassan, Shaheed,

Fazleh and Yasmin, as well as his
grandchildren, great-granddaugh-
ter, extended family, friends, col-
leagues and patients.

He is well remembered as a
kind, compassionate surgeon who
worked in both the public and pri-
vate sectors, and who was in-
volved in the training of medical
students and specialists.

He was an active member of
many anti-apartheid organisa-
tions, including the Unity Move-
ment for many years, as well as
the African National Congress,
and the Health Workers Move-
ment.

He had varied interests, includ-
ing bird watching, astronomy,
world politics, music and hiking,
as well as a passion for the board
game Scrabble.

He was an avid reader and well
travelled; a master of puns. He en-
joyed listening to Shaikh Abdul
Basit’s recitation of the Holy
Quran. During Hajj, he would
watch people performing Tawaaf,
reflecting on how this related to
his studies in astronomy; how in-
terconnected everything is.

Gentle and unassuming, Pappa
had a sense of humour that en-
dured throughout his long struggle

with Parkinson’s disease and de-
mentia, and allowed him to deal
with his condition with patience
and courage.

He has left his mark on many
and will be sorely missed by those
whose lives he touched.

Claremont Main Road Mosque
(CMRM) extends its deepest con-
dolences to Riyani, Asief and the
entire Mahomed family. May
Allah grant Dr Mahomed a high
place in al-Jannah and sabr in the
hearts of the family, Insha Allah.

Letters to the Editor

Dr Abdullah ‘Abe’ Eshaak Mahomed.
Photo FACEBOOK

Turn to page 47 for this month’s ‘Art’s for All’ as we 
journey to the Arab libraries of the Western Muslim Empire
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AFTER President Cyril
Ramaphosa announced that there
would be a national lockdown
beginning on March 27 to curb
the spread of the coronavirus, the
Jamiatul Ulama South Africa
(JUSA) appealed to the Muslim
public on April 5 to adhere to all
lockdown regulations, including
the suspension of congregational
prayers during the lockdown
 period.

The regulations included the
prohibition of all gatherings, in-
cluding congregational prayers.

Being prevented from attending
the mosque for salaah in congre-
gation came as a great disappoint-
ment to Muslims in general,
especially in view of the approach
of Ramadaan. Though the major-
ity accepted the proscription, a
few rejected it.                                                                                                                                                                                  

Attorney Zehir Omar, repre-
senting the Mujlisul Ulama of
South Africa and Jamiatul Ulama
of South Africa, petitioned the
Minister of Co-operative Gover-

nance and Traditional Affairs, Dr
Nkosozana Dlamini Zuma, and
President Cyril Ramaphosa, on
April 4, arguing that the regula-
tions infringed on rights to free-
dom of movement and for
everyone to practise their religion,
and that government acted uncon-
stitutionally in not declaring a
state of emergency that would
have allowed it to restrict freedom
of movement.

The Islamic Medical Associa-
tion and the SA Muslim Network
wrote a counter letter stating that
the applicants represent a small
number of mosques in South
Africa.

The application was denied by
the Legal and Executive Services
Unit in the Presidency on the
grounds that there was consensus
among leaders of religious com-
munities who had been consulted
that ‘adherence to the lockdown
regulations was necessary for the
greater good’.

The unit also referred to the
support for the measures taken by
government by the Jamiatul
Ulama of South Africa, the Mus-
lim Judicial Council, the Islamic
Medical Association, the Gauteng
Muslim Shura Council and the As-

sociation of Muslim Accountants
and Lawyers.

Reference was made to the
countries that had taken the same
measures: Saudi Arabia, Palestine,
Iran, Jordan, Turkey, Iraq,
Lebanon, Egypt, Malaysia,
Kuwait, Oman and Sudan.

On April 5, JUSA appealed to
Muslims to adhere to the regula-
tions and reiterated its call to sus-
pend congregational prayers.

In a panel discussion on Radio
Voice of the Cape (VOC), on April
9, Mufti Mohammad Tauha
Karaan, a scholar of Islamic stud-
ies and board member of UUCSA,
argued that the application disre-
garded general health risks to so-
ciety during the pandemic.

He stated that to adhere to
lockdown regulations would also
be to adhere to the objectives of Is-
lamic law because the Quran
spoke about human life and the
preservation of life.

Karaan added: ‘Islamic tradi-
tion mandates that the views of
the scientists, epidemiologists and
medical experts who have knowl-
edge of [in this case] the COVID-
19 pandemic ought to be given
primacy.’ He accepted that social
distancing was the best way to

curb the spread of COVID-19.
On the day of the court case,

Mufti Siraj Desai, of Port Eliza-
beth, published a fatwa against the
closure of mosques. He refuted the
arguments presented in a panel
discussion on Radio Islam and ex-
pressed by ulama who were not in
favour of mosques reopening.

On April 10, Ganief Hendricks
posted on his facebook page that
the NEC of his al Jama-ah party,
after consultation with senior
alims, had decided to ‘put together
a task team to be convened by Ad-
vocate Saleem Khan of Durban
with a view to make submissions
to government to be ready after
lockdown’.

He suggested placing ‘spray
booth[s]’ to screen musallis (lim-
ited to 100) before allowing them
to enter the mosque.

Shafiq Morton hosted a radio
discussion on April 20, on VOC,
to give shariah and medical per-
spectives on the spread of coron-
avirus in a medical setting. There
was unanimous agreement that for
the time being mosques should re-
main closed.

On April 23, Advocate Feroz
Boda, representing Muhammed
Bin Hassim Mohomed, Anas Mo-
hammed Chotia and the As-
Saadiqeen Islamic Centre, in the
High Court in Pretoria, argued
that the country was not in a state
of emergency – but in a state of
disaster – and the regulations were
subject to ordinary constitutional
scrutiny.

He asked that the lockdown
regulations be amended to allow
places of worship to remain open

during the lockdown under certain
conditions, such as regulating the
number of congregants, enforcing
physical distancing and using sani-
tisers and other hygiene measures.

However, the United Ulama
Council of South Africa (UUCSA)
– the first amicus curiae in the case
– presented an opposing view.

The Muslim Lawyers’ Associa-
tion (MLA) issued a pamphlet en-
titled ‘The UUCSA debacle’,
criticising UUCSA’s intervention as
amicus curiae to place special evi-
dence before the court when it was
clear that it was ‘primarily moti-
vated by the object of resisting the
relief sought by the Applicants,
namely, the reopening of our
masaajid…’ The MLA argued that
‘UUCSA’s opposition to the Appli-
cation was far more rigorous and
trenchant than that mounted by
the State’. It labelled UUCSA’s
conduct as ‘deplorable’.

The Gauteng High Court dis-
missed the application to declare
certain parts of the lockdown reg-
ulations unconstitutional on the
grounds that it prohibits prayers,
specifically the Muslim daily
prayers, in places of worship.

Judge Brenda Neukircher said
in her judgment that every citizen
had been called upon to make sac-
rifices to their fundamental rights
entrenched in the Constitution.
She said this was done for ‘the
greater good’, in light of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

In the latest developments, the
KZN Jamiatul Ulama had re-
quested permission for the Muslim
community to offer the Eid prayer
in congregation.

Discussions with Dangor
The ongoing closure of mosques debate

The Gauteng High Court in Pretoria has dismissed an
 application by some Muslims to declare certain parts of the
lockdown regulations unconstitutional. EMERITUS
 PROFESSOR SULEMAN DANGOR summarises the discourse
on the closure of mosques in keeping with measures to prevent
the spread of COVID-19.
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KAUTHAR ROOMANEY
THE global pandemic altered
many spheres of our lives. Not
only is there an enormous
 contrast between those who have
and those who do not, we find
ourselves in a predicament that
challenges us on another level.

This pandemic created fear and
took away certain needs of many
people. Some are homeless, jobless
and kept away from their families
while others fight for their lives.
Healthcare workers are put at risk
every day to keep our country
safe.

However, there are always two
sides to a coin.

Surrounded by all those nega-
tive things, this pandemic gave in-
dividuals the opportunity to self-
reflect and allowed us to see where
we fit in the world.

Whether we are swept with the
fear of uncertainty, the realisation
of our own mortality or as we

build our way back to a stable
economy, we found a way to de-
cide what matters most to us.

There are so many things that
this new normal gave us, the value
of which we would otherwise
never have seen.

The ability to take time for
yourself to rediscover who you
are; the ability to appreciate, to
find gratitude in everything; to be
able to be part of the support, en-
couragement and acts of kindness
now happening around the globe,
is something that will be forever
changed inside of us.

Moreover, we found ourselves
appreciating the minimalistic life
rather than the material life.

It brought us closer to people
and things that have always been
there but which we took for
granted; things such as performing
salaah as a family, our parents, our
teachers, and something as ab-
stract as the air we breathe and the
beautiful mountain that surrounds
us.

We learnt to find comfort in
each other and to make do with

what we have.
These things are invaluable and

were only realised once the world
shut down. So, lets train ourselves
to continue to grow even when
this ends.

Life freed up our most precious
asset: time. We were given time to
uplift our souls and strengthen our
relationship with Allah; to entrust
Him and to take a spiritual leap
forward. The world slowed down
so that we can do and realise
more.

Now is the time to focus on
what you can control, do all the
things you wanted to do and do it
for you! Now is the time not to
hide behind your fears but rather
overcome them; to step out of that
fear because the best things you al-
ways wanted lies on the other side.

Often, we give up so easily in
attaining the things we want or de-
serve.

Stick to your guns, make it hap-
pen, be consistent and do not give

up. We are beings of habit so form
good habits; start your day with
positivity, be bold and strong.
Own your mistakes then work on
it.

Elevate your life and adapt to
the change for, surely, your come-
back will be greater than the set-
back you have just experienced.

Let us say farewell and create a
better version of the world we
once lived in.
Kauthar Roomaney is a survivor,
teacher and motivational speaker.

The survivor’s blog: uplifting reflection of the pandemic

Kauthar Roomaney. Photo SUPPLIED

Their testimonial accounts
played an important role in arrest-
ing and articulating traumatic ex-
periences, and ultimately
committing them to restorative
memory.

The Roman philosopher, Cic-
ero, posited that ‘memory is the
treasury and guardian of all
things’.

The trauma women experience
in Rwanda pillaged the treasury
and violated the guardianship of

memory, leaving in its wake feel-
ings of desolation, decimation and
a persistent sense of discontinuity
that phantomised their lived life
narratives.

Encouragingly though, restora-
tive tones emerged in the voices of
survivors, such as Brigitte’s.

‘Even now as I talk to you
about it, I don’t think you under-
stand it as I want you to under-
stand it. But I am also happy that
at least you will go and tell your
people that the girls and women in
Rwanda went through untold suf-
fering.’

Testimonies like this helped ex-

press the hope and the awareness
that witnessing and testimony
could ultimately merge individual
voices into a collective voice that
rises and resonates as a voice for
the voiceless, for both the living
and dead.

Storytelling is a defining char-
acteristic of Africa. Rwandan
women, as natural ‘storied beings’,
began threading together their
traumatised and fragmented selves
into strong, resilient and expres-
sive tapestries of self, self-worth,
and self-actualisation by reclaim-
ing their identities within discur-
sive spaces which encouraged the

promotion of human rights, social
justice, personal and existential
validation, restorative memory
and re-appropriation of their ‘hu-
manness’.

After 25 years, there continues
to be a struggle amongst women
of Rwanda as survivors of extreme
sexual violence, to reconcile the
complexities of maintaining a
meaningful semblance of ‘normal-
ity’ with the tacit ‘abnormality’ of
living lives with children born out
of extreme sexual violence.

The ability to construct coher-
ent life-stories after experiencing
traumatic events is positively asso-

ciated with better recovery and
coping.

The courage and strength of the
women of Rwanda go far beyond
just surviving unfathomable
human rights violations more than
two decades ago; it extends to pro-
found and contemplative lessons
regarding trauma, healing and for-
giveness, lessons very relevant in a
contemporary world in turmoil
and trouble.
This article draws from MEd
 research the writer did at the
University of Cape Town related
to narrative, trauma and
 forgiveness.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

There are so many
things that this new
normal gave us, the
value of which we
would otherwise 
never have seen.
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What is Employees’ Tax?

EMPLOYEES’ Tax refers to the
tax required to be deducted by an
employer from an employee’s
 remuneration paid or payable.

An employer who is registered
or required to register with the
South African Revenue Service
(Sars) for Pay-As-You-Earn
(PAYE) and/or Skills Development
Levy (SDL) purposes, is also re-
quired to register with Sars for the
payment of Unemployment Insur-
ance Fund (UIF) contributions to
Sars.

An employer needs to submit a
reconciliation showing the details
of the total amount of Employees’
Tax [PAYE, SDL, UIF and/or Em-
ployment Tax Incentive (ETI)] de-
ducted or withheld as well as the
details of Employee Tax certifi-
cates [IRP5/IT3 (a)’s] issued dur-
ing the tax year.

The Monthly Employer 
Declaration (EMP 201)

The amounts deducted or with-
held by the employer must be paid
to the South African Revenue
Service (Sars) on a monthly basis.
The Monthly Employer Declara-

tion (EMP201) declares the total
payment together with the alloca-
tions for PAYE, SDL, UIF and/or
ETI.

A unique payment reference
number (PRN) will be pre-popu-
lated on the EMP201, and will be
used to link the actual payment
with the relevant EMP201 pay-
ment declaration.

How and when 
should it be paid?

It must be paid within seven
days after the end of the month
during which the amount was de-
ducted. If the last day for payment
falls on a public holiday or week-
end, the payment must be made
on the last business day before the
public holiday or weekend.

The Employer Reconciliation
Declarations (EMP 501,

EMP601 and/or EMP701)
Employers need to submit their

reconciliation by the date pub-
lished in the Government Gazette.
Employers are required to submit
an accurate Employer Reconcilia-
tion Declaration (EMP501), Em-
ployee Tax Certificates
[IRP5/IT3(a)s] to be issued and, if

applicable, a Tax Certificate Can-
cellation Declaration (EMP601)
for the:
l Interim period – which is for

the six month period March 1
to August 31

l Annual period – which if for
the full year March 1 to Febru-
ary 28/29.

The Employee Tax 
Certificate [IRP5/IT3 (a)]
An employer must issue an em-

ployee with an IRP5/IT3 (a) where
remuneration is paid or has be-
come payable. The IRP5/IT3 (a)
discloses the total employment re-
muneration earned for the year of
assessment and the total deduc-
tions.

Certificates are only issued for
the full year March 1 to February
28/29. For the interim period cer-
tificates are only issued when
marked ‘final’.

* The final submission periods
are subject to business require-
ments/ readiness and calendar
working day dates. Final confir-
mation will be communicated at
the time of the relevant submission
period.

If you require help completing

your EMP 201s, or require a tax
practitioner, please contact any
one of our Nexia SAB&T
branches nationally.
Please note that the above is for
information purposes only and
does not constitute tax advice. As
each individual’s personal cir-
cumstances vary, we recommend
they seek advice on the matter.
Please note that while every ef-
fort is made to ensure accuracy,
Nexia SAB&T does not accept
responsibility for any inaccura-
cies or errors contained herein. If
you are in doubt about any infor-
mation in this article or require
any advice on the topical matter,
please do not hesitate to contact
any Nexia SAB&T office nation-
ally.

Completing and submitting
Employer Declarations
HASSEN KAJIE, CA (SA), a director of Nexia SAB&T, based
in the Cape Town office, and AYSHA OSMAN, CA (SA), Na-
tional Technical Manager for Nexia SAB&T, in the Centu-
rion office, provide guidelines for the completion and
submission of Employer Declarations.

Hassen Kajie Aysha Osman

Focus on Finance

Business Requirement Specification
(BRS) and timelines.

DETAILS SUPPLIED
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IBRAHIM OKSAS 
and NAZEEMA AHMED

WHEN considering the life of
this world, Bediuzzaman Said
Nursi, in his contemporary
Quranic tafsir, Risale-i Nur,
 identifies two paths before us.

The first is the path of
wretchedness, laid out by the peo-
ple of misguidance, while the sec-
ond path is one of happiness
defined by the All-Wise Quran.

Bediuzzaman says that the peo-
ple of misguidance consider hap-
piness in this world and life’s
pleasures, the progress of civilisa-
tion and perfection of arts to all lie
in the refusal to think of the aahi-
rah and to know Allah Almighty.

Furthermore, they consider
happiness in this world to be love
of this world, absolute freedom
and licence and relying exclusively
on themselves.

In so doing, the people of mis-
guidance have drawn many men
onto this path with the assistance
of Shaitaan, and they continue to
do so.

If man does not recognise Allah
and place his trust in Him, he be-
comes extremely weak and impo-
tent, needy and impoverished, a
suffering, grieving and ephemeral
animal, exposed to endless misfor-
tunes.

Continuously suffering the pain
of separation from all the objects
that he loves and to which he is at-

tached, he will ultimately abandon
all his loved ones and go alone to
the darkness of the grave.

Throughout his life, he strug-
gles vainly, with an extremely lim-
ited will, slight power, a short
lifespan and dull mind, against in-
finite pains and hopes.

In order to avoid feeling this
grievous pain, this awesome spiri-
tual torment, the people of mis-
guidance have recourse to a
drunkenness that is like a form of
stupor and thus, temporarily,
avoid feeling their pain.

But when they do feel it, they
suddenly feel the proximity of the
grave.

Bediuzzaman conveys that
whoever is not a true bondsman of
Allah Almighty, will imagine that
he owns himself.

But, with his partial and limited
will and his petty power and
strength, he is unable to adminis-
ter and control his being in this
tempestuous world.

He sees thousands of different
enemies attacking his life, from
harmful microbes to earthquakes.
In a state of painful fear, he looks
towards the door of the grave that
at all times appears to him as
dreadful.

While in this state, man will
also be troubled by the state of the
world and of mankind for, as a
human being, he is attached to
both.

He does not imagine them to be

in the control of One All-Wise,
All-Knowing, All-Powerful, Mer-
ciful and Generous, and attributes
them to chance and to nature.

Together with his own pains, he
suffers the pains of the world and
of mankind.

Earthquakes, plagues, storms,
famine and scarcity, separation
and death; all of this torments him
in the most painful and sombre
fashion.

However, the luminous high-
way of the Quran cures with the
truths of imaan all the wounds of
the people of misguidance.

It disperses all the gloom and
darkness of that first path.

It closes the door on all mis-
guidance.

The Quran states that man is
not a ‘rational animal’ but a true
man and a well-accepted guest of
the All-Merciful One.

It cures man’s weakness, pow-
erlessness, poverty and need with
trust in One All-Powerful and
Compassionate.

It gently cures man of the
wounds inflicted on him by the
transience of the world, the
ephemeral nature of things and the
love of them, and delivers him
from the darkness of delusion and
fancy.

It does this by showing the
world to be a guest house of the
All-Merciful One, and the beings
in it to be mirrors to the Divine
Names and ever-fresh inscriptions

of the Eternally Besought One.
The Quran shows death and

the appointed hour to be the
bridge to the intermediate realm
(barzakh) and the prelude to join-
ing and meeting beloved ones al-
ready in the world of eternity.

It thus cures the wounds in-
flicted by the notion of death as
eternal separation, as held by the
people of misguidance. It demon-
strates that separation is the truest
form of meeting.

By establishing that the grave is
a door opening onto the world of
mercy, a garden of Jannah, the
realm of the All-Merciful One, the
Quran dispels man’s fear and
shows that the apparently painful
and unpleasant journey to the
barzakh is the most pleasurable
and joyous journey.

The Quran says to the believer:
‘Since you have only partial and
restricted choice, hand over your
affairs to your Owner’s universal
will. Since your power is slight,
rely on that of the Possessor of Ab-
solute Power.

‘Since your life is brief, think of
eternal life. Do not fret! There is
an unending life. If your mind is
dull, let the sun of the Quran shine
on you. Look with the light of
imaan, and instead of the firefly of
your own mind, each ayah of the
Quran will illumine you like a
star.’

The Quran also says: ‘O man!
You do not own yourself. Rather,

you are totally owned by One
Whose power is infinite, an All-
Compassionate One of Glory
whose mercy is infinite.

‘Therefore, do not trouble
yourself by shouldering the bur-
den of your life for it is He who
grants you life and administers it.

‘Also, the world is not without
an owner so do not be anxious by
thinking of the state of the world
and load that burden onto your
mind for the world’s owner is All-
Wise and All-Knowing. You are a
guest so do not be officious and
meddlesome.

‘Furthermore, creatures such as
men and animals have not been
left to their own devices, rather,
they are all officials with specific
duties. They are watched over by
an All-Wise and Compassionate
One.

‘Do not distress your rooh by
thinking of their pains and afflic-
tions. Do not try to be more sym-
pathetic and kind-hearted than
their All-Compassionate Creator.

‘Also, the reins of all those
things that are hostile to you, from
microbes to plagues, storms,
famine and earthquakes are in the
hands of that All-Compassionate
All-Wise One. Being All-Wise, He
does nothing in vain. Being All-
Compassionate, His mercy is su-
perabundant.

‘There is a form of grace and
favour contained in everything
that He does.’

Light from the Quran
Reliance on the Possessor of Absolute Power

EVERY month, on the eve of
 collecting his state pension,
Michael Mzolo, 62, from
KwaMpumuza, Pietermaritzburg,
begins his long, arduous walk to
collect his social grant at the
Mayors Walk Post Office, in the
city. There, the father of four will
spend the night to ensure that he
returns home with food and that
his children do not go hungry.

‘I leave home at 9.30 pm and
get there at around 11.30 pm and
I am the 10th and sometimes 15th
person in the line.

‘After marking my spot, I take
a cardboard and prepare to sleep,’
said Mzolo, one of millions of
South Africans who go to these
great lengths so that their families
do not starve.

Mzolo, like many South
Africans, says he is willing to risk
breaking lockdown regulations
and sleep on an empty stomach in
order to get this monthly grant of
R1 800, which was increased by
R250 from May.

The father of Nomathemba, 8,
Lucky, 14, Mduduzi, 18, and 22-
year-old Lindani, says the worst
thing is that there is little he can do
with the government grant.

‘You need to ask the president
what would he do with R1 800
with four children to feed, take to
school and pay for transport,’ said
Mzolo.

According to a study conducted

by the Pietermaritzburg Economic
Justice & Dignity group, a non-
profit organisation (NPO), the
cost in April of a basic nutritional
basket of food for a family of four
was R2 576.

The research showed that in the
best-case scenario, families were
under-spending on proper nutri-
tious food by 24 per cent.

With increasing food prices,
Julie Smith, a researcher at the
NPO, fears for the survival of peo-
ple like Mzolo and his family. He,
too, has accepted that hunger is in-
evitable.

‘Suffering is coming.
‘You see, we are in a pandemic,

people are losing their jobs and
many are still going to lose their
jobs and are striking. This will
lead to unimaginable hunger,’ said
Mzolo.

As part of alleviating the eco-
nomic crisis, President Cyril

Ramaphosa announced, on April
23, that South Africa would be
moving to level four of the lock-
down, which means that 1,7 mil-
lion people reportedly returned to
work since May 1, under strict
conditions.

For 27-year-old Nhlakanipho
Dube, the reopening of the infor-
mal sector means that many peo-
ple can at least make enough
money to support their families.
The driver from Clermont, Dur-
ban, who sells bread, sugar, beans
and cold drinks, among other
items, says his business has been
crippled by the lockdown.

‘Things have been bad, espe-
cially since we stopped selling cig-
arettes,’ said Dube, who looks
after his 52-year-old, unemployed,
mother and 16-year-old sister.

Like Mzolo, Dube also fears
that the worst is still to come.

‘I think it’s still going to be

tough for many South Africans.
They are still going to lose their
jobs… and many are not registered
with the Unemployment Insurance
Fund.’

The South African State and Al-
lied Workers Union (Sasawu) says
even its members, who work in the
public sector, have been hard hit.

When the government refused
to pay an agreed salary increase of
inflation plus one per cent, which
under the collective bargaining
agreement should have been paid
on April 15, its members found
that they were unable to support
their relatives as they had planned
to do.

‘Union members don’t only put
food on the table in their own
house.

‘We also stretch the little we
have so that four or five other
family members can benefit from
our earnings.’ said Mike

Ngqolowa, Sasawu’s general sec-
retary.

He expects the numbers of re-
trenchments in the private sector
to rise as soon as businesses realise
that they cannot earn the profits
they did before the pandemic, and
says that this will affect public sec-
tor workers because they will have
to support more unemployed rela-
tives.

Working with grassroots organ-
isations and churches, the govern-
ment has been handing out food
parcels around the country. The
process, in some cases, has been
fraught with corruption, and some
complain that it is being used as a
politicking tool.

The Bishop Lavis Action Com-
mittee (Blac), a community-based
organisation in Cape Town started
by the residents of this extremely
poor, gang-infested area on the
Cape Flats, is also feeling gloomy.

‘Pre-COVID, our working-class
community was struggling with
food security,’ said Blac coordina-
tor Abdul Karriem Matthews.
‘Blac took up this issue and started
feeding up to 200 children once a
week. We were able to do so with
donations from informal traders in
our community. With lockdown,
this became impossible as informal
traders are now struggling even
more.

‘We have yet to see the much-
promised food parcels from the
government, and so feeding the
most vulnerable is left up to com-
munity-based organisations with
very little, if any, financial sup-
port… If we don’t get enough food
into our area in the next 30 days,
we predict food riots and a violent
response from the state,’
This is an abridged version of the
article that first appeared on the
website: www.newframe.com

Social grants and food aid provide scant relief

With delivery of food aid by the state being patchy and, as some have complained, it being used as a politicking tool, it is
community-based organisations that have taken on the task of feeding the hungry. Where Rainbows Meet has a daily
 feeding programme in Cape Town’s informal settlement, Vrygrond. Photo JASYN HOWES

State assistance, especially
during the COVID-19 crisis,
helps people who literally
have nothing to eat. But, as
AMANDA KHOZA and
ANNA MAJAVU write, it is
too little and its delivery is
too patchy to bring real
 relief.
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DILSHAD PARKER
IF you’re up for over the top
burgers, ribs and chicken wings
then Brooklyn Brothers is your
go-to in Bedfordview.

Located in Bedford Centre,
which is a stone’s throw from
Eastgate Mall, this burger joint is
the only halaal sit-down restau-
rant in the centre. It’s a fairly up-
market centre which also has a
sit-down Seattle Coffee inside –
not halaal but yay for great coffee!

Back to the point. Brooklyn
Brothers is a hip urban diner in Jo-
hannesburg, along the likes of
Burgerrack but perhaps a bit more
polished.

There are only two branches,
this one, which is certified halaal,
and the other in Cornubia, KZN,
which is not. We initially sat in the

outside section which is under-
cover but the lighting was bad
(blogger issues) so we moved in-
side so I could take better pics.

We had a super friendly wait-
ress who was very attentive and
made sure Taufeeq first had some
crayons and a colouring-in page.
We ordered a kids mac n cheese
for him, and a Mobster Burger
with mushroom sauce and
caramelised red onion, loaded
parmesan fries and 12 chicken
wings for us.

The burger bun was super soft
and the burger itself very tasty.
The patty did not taste like card-
board and Zulfi happily polished
this off. The parmesan fries I
would definitely order again. The
fries were just the right amount of
crispy outside and soft inside and
the topping not too overdone.

The wings come in a choice of
18 flavours, which can leave you
completely confused. I decided to
try something different and or-
dered half the wings in Butter
chicken flavour and the other half
in the Hot BBQ Sizzling level
(There are five levels, starting with
Smiling and ending with Suicidal).

Mine was level 2 and I still

found it too hot, tasting mostly
heat. I asked for a sweeter dipping
sauce to temper the heat. I
couldn’t decide which so they
brought me a small taster of a few,
which I thought was great cus-
tomer service.

I loved the Asian Zing with its
zesty ginger kick the best. The But-
ter Chicken wings was a miss for

me and I didn’t enjoy this flavour.
You’re only allowed to split your
flavour choices if you order 12 or
20 wings.

They also have the wings bone-
less if you’re that way inclined, I’m
not. And I spotted Cauli wings as
a meat-free alternative.

I tasted Taufeeq’s mac n cheese
and while it was a good portion, it
could have used more flavour. Al-
though, for Taufeeq, it was the
best thing ever! Why do kids like
plain food?

They offer two or three vegetar-
ian options but it really is a meat-
eaters dream.

There are ribs, rump and lamb
chops, sloppy joes, nachos and a
Colossal burger that includes three
beef patties.

Old school shakes are about
R45, R30 for kids, but the crazy
shakes average a whopping R75!
Waffles look very tempting but
them I’ll keep for another trip.

Burgers and chips don’t come
together. You order your burger,
average R75, and fries start at
R22. I like that they also have
Zucchini and Sweet Potato fries as
an option.

Our bill came to R403 which is
not a cheap meal out – very little
is nowadays. But I liked the vibe
and service, and will go again. Oh,
and the coffee was excellent!
This review is independent and
meals were paid for. Dilshad
Parker is owner and author of
www.hungryforhalaal.co.za

Over the top at Brooklyn Brothers, Bedfordview

Parmesan fries which were still crispy and not too loaded with sauce.
Photo DILSHAD PARKER

Butter chicken wings: one of 18 flavours in which they offer their chicken wings.
Photo DILSHAD PARKER

AYESHA MUKADAM
FOOD, and the sharing thereof,
has woven ancient tapestries of
connecting and bringing people
together for centuries.

Boeka (a Cape Muslim
Afrikaans word for breaking one’s
fast at sunset) is synonymously cel-
ebrated in the Cape with the shar-
ing and exchange of ‘boeka’ plates
with neighbours, family and
friends.

Growing up in Woodstock, be-
fore boeka or iftaar, my mother
would send my siblings and me to
our neighbours with a boeka plate
of something sweet or savoury to
share. In exchange, the neighbours
would share what they had made.

When we got back home, we
would put all these plates out on
the table and my brother and I
would excitedly open to see what
each neighbour had sent. It was a
big treat! Our boeka table would
be filled with a variety of different
dishes. It was all about sharing the
little you had and the abundance
and blessings thereof.

Due to lockdown, in the con-
text of the pandemic, this tradition
was, for the first time, not possi-
ble, physically. It is the first Ra-
madaan, that I can recall, where
no boeka plates are being ex-
changed. I missed this Cape tradi-
tion that is vividly inherent to my
culture and upbringing.

To bridge this gap, I imagined
and created @boekawithoutbor-
ders – an Instagram platform
where anyone anywhere in the
world could share a virtual boeka
plate from their home across
streets, neighbourhoods, countries
and oceans during this blessed
month of Ramadaan, while under
lockdown.

The platform was not limited to

those observing Ramadaan as it is
centred around the universal value
of sharing food to connect and
unite.

The aim of @boekawithoutbor-
ders was to create a spirit of com-
munity and solidarity through the
virtual exchange and sharing of
boeka plates to spread the spirit of
Ramadaan throughout the world
amongst people of different reli-
gions and nationalities.

It used creativity and technol-
ogy to foster human connection
during these unusual times while
the world is experiencing some
form of lockdown.

Although this initiative was
only started within the last month,
people have resonated with the
idea and cross-cultural connec-
tions have been formed via this
platform.

Boeka plates have been sent and
received in more than 52 cities
around the world, including from
the Seychelles to Switzerland,
Cape Town to Calgary Canada,
Palestine to Peru, Bloemfontein to
Barcelona, India to Ireland, Dur-
ban to Dakar, Albania to Aus-
tralia, Zimbabwe to Zambia, Mali
to Manila in the Philippines, Lady-
smith to London, Namibia to Italy,
Malawi to Madrid, and the list of
cities continues to grow.

Nadia Kamies, from Cape
Town, who shared a @boekawith-
outborders plate, recalls: ‘I grew
up in Walmer Estate, where people
of different beliefs lived side by
side but there was a strong sense
of community.

‘Your Christian neighbours
would send Muslim children home
before the adhaan and where

Muslim youth also gathered at
church functions. And during Ra-
madaan, children would crisscross
the streets sharing boeka plates
with neighbours, irrespective of
their religion.’

For Nadia, ‘In this time of
global crisis and social distancing
@boekawithoutborders reminds
us that we are still connected in
ways that go deeper than physical
contact.’

Esther Mena Alarcon, in Spain,
shares: ‘My experience with Ra-
madaan is unorthodox. I was born
and raised Christian in Barcelona
but I have spent most of my adult
life in Geneva, where I had the op-
portunity to meet people from the
whole world.

‘People were very generous and
shared with me their culture, tra-
ditions and religions.

‘I have many Muslim friends
who used to invite me every year
to share iftaar. It was such a mag-
ical moment of solidarity and
communion that my words fail to
describe what I feel.

‘This year, I was supposed to
spend my first Ramadaan in
Barcelona. The COVID-19 and
lockdown happened. @boekawith-
outborders initiative has provided
me with the opportunity to send
some of the dishes I cook during
this holy month to my Muslim
friends far away, and to be part
somehow of this spiritual experi-
ence.’

Let’s keep spreading the spirit
of Ramadaan all over the world.

Tag @boekawithoutborders
#boekawithoutborders in your
post.

Let’s boeka together apart!

The Ramadaan when the boeka plate went virtual

Nasreen Khan shares this boeka meal from Seychelles with her siblings and
 parents in Ladysmith. Photo INSTAGRAM

Basel Agbaria shares this boeka meal from Palestine with a friend in Cape Town.
Photo INSTAGRAM
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JASMINE KHAN
WHEN we break the law of the
land, we are detained, we are
locked up and our freedom is
 severely curtailed. When a
 student at school breaks a rule or
fails to do what has to be done,
that student is placed in
 detention, forced to spend time
after school and, again, freedom
is taken away.

As I write this it is the twenty-
first day of a countrywide lock-
down, severely curtailing our
freedom of movement. What is
more, the lockdown has been ex-
tended for another two weeks.

Reflection? There are many
who would say, ‘But we’ve done
nothing wrong. This is a virus that
came out of nowhere and we have
nothing to do with what is hap-
pening.’

This is perhaps true for many
people but, we, as Muslims, know
different.

We know that nothing happens
without Allah’s permission. It
could well be that, individually, we
have done nothing wrong but, col-
lectively, it’s another story. Could
it be that we have erred and now
have to be subjected to detention?

Allah addresses us numerous
times in the Holy Quran as ‘for
people who reflect’. Now, we have
nothing but time so let us reflect
and look at the positive things that
are happening during this critical
period.

While the global population
continues to battle the
ongoing pandemic, Planet Earth
has been carrying on as usual; in
fact, she has been healing. The
worldwide slowdown in human
activity has had a number of posi-
tive effects on the environment.

Earth-observing satellites have
detected a significant decrease in
the concentration of a common air
pollutant, nitrogen dioxide, which
enters the air through emissions
from vehicles and power plants.

The pandemic really has
cleaned the skies, with one benefit
being lower air pollution levels –
airplane travel adds up to about
five per cent of global warming.

The cleaner air serves as a brief
respite in areas with severe air pol-
lution.

According to Marshall Burke, a
professor in Stanford’s Earth-sys-
tem science department, a pan-
demic-related reduction in
particulate matter in the atmos-
phere – the deadliest form of air
pollution – likely saved the lives of
4 000 young children and 73 000
elderly adults in China, over two
months, this year.

Venice’s famous canals are the
clearest they have been in 60

years. With fewer boats on the
canal, the once-murky, grey waters
are now crystal clear because the
sediment is still. This has wel-
comed swans, fish and seabirds
back to the canals.

The oceans are also getting a
respite; pulling cruise ships out of
the water will reduce the amount
of global ocean noise, which will
benefit the North Pacific hump-
back whales that have begun to
move northward this month and
will soon be swimming with new-
born calves in south-east Alaska, a
region also popular with cruise
ships.

As a nature lover noted, ‘This
will be the quietest entry that
humpback whales have had in
south-eastern Alaska in decades.’

What has this pandemic done
to us closer to home?

Social distancing is allowing us
to let nature recharge us; as nature
heals so do we. We are being
forced to pause, slow down, re-
flect and appreciate the little
things. Reduction in the noise level
allows us to hear the morning
birdsongs.

Instead of battling traffic to get
to work, women can now prepare
a leisurely breakfast for the family.

With no domestic help, the entire
family pitches in to clean the
house. Mealtimes are now enjoyed
with home-cooked food. There are
no restaurants to go to, or fast
food outlets, which results in
healthier eating habits.

Husband and wife work to-
gether doing what is necessary and
when the work is done, the family
sits together, either playing a
board game or just chatting.

Most people have found the joy
of gardening, and possibilities
with vegetables and herbs are ex-
plored.

For those who love reading,
this is a chance to catch up on the
books they have always meant to
read. Unfortunately, libraries are
closed but there is a wealth of e-
books on the internet and also
audio books for those who just
want to sit and be entertained.

Feuds between family members
that have lasted for years are sud-
denly a thing of the past.

People are kinder to each other
and to those less well off. There
are numerous organisations, and
even individuals, who are working
tirelessly to help those less fortu-
nate.

An affliction that is completely
democratic in that it affects all of
us, irrespective of colour, creed or
belief system, has brought out the
very best in the majority of people.

This virus that has descended
upon the world is horrific, and our
hearts go out to those afflicted,

and pray for those who have died.
However, let us also remember

that when Sayyida Aisha (RA)
asked the Messenger of Allah
(SAW) about plagues he said: ‘It is
a punishment that Allah sends
upon whoever he wills but Allah
has made it a mercy for the believ-
ers.’ (Bukhari)

Collectively, we are now turn-
ing to the Creator, begging for
mercy.

Families are now praying to-
gether, and in Muslim homes the
family recites the Quran together.

We have been asked to recite
‘Astaghfirullah’ a thousand times
per day but remember that irre-
spective of the number we do, it is
only effective if it is done with sin-
cerity and from the heart.

One sincere toubah can work a
miracle, as happened when Nabi
Moosa (AS) prayed for rain. One
man who was the cause of the rain
being withheld wept in total con-
trition and Allah opened up the
heavens.

We are living through history,
and while it is important how fu-
ture generations will view us, it is
more important that we please
Allah SWT right now.

Our Creator has pressed the
pause button; we should make
sure that when we are offered a
reset that we do not go back to
our default setting.

Never before has Allah made
the message any clearer: we plan
but Allah is the Master Planner.

From Consciousness to Contentment
Lessons learnt from the COVID-19 lockdown

The worldwide slowdown in human 
activity has had a number of positive 

effects on the environment.

JARED SACKS
IN the 1960s, on the outskirts of
Cape Town, the apartheid
 government set up the 
village-suburb of Strandfontein as
a seaside resort for the city’s
‘coloured’ population who were
then barred from so-called
‘white’ beaches, such as
 Muizenberg.

Its existence is owed to an ide-
ology that sought to quarantine
people according to manufactured
racial categories.

One of the first attempts to do
this was the 1901 outbreak of the
bubonic plague, where Africans
were forcibly removed to a field
hospital, which eventually grew
into the township of Ndabeni.

From that moment onward, the
dogma of apartheid was insepara-
ble from the medicalised seques-
tering of those deemed
‘unsanitary’ and ‘vectors for dis-
ease’.

The social, physical and psy-
chological structures apartheid
created still remain. So, too, does
the doctrine of development by re-
moval and separation. This is evi-
dent in national housing policies
that ignore the need for housing
for the poor in the city and
wealthy suburbs.

It is this ideology that is re-
flected in the City of Cape Town’s
response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

In his celebrated novel, Blind-
ness, Jose Saramago describes a
fantastical drama of a plague of
‘white blindness’ that hits a city,
causing panic and a militarised at-
tempt to forcibly quarantine those
affected in an abandoned mental
asylum.

The affliction should be under-
stood as an allegorical presenta-

tion of society’s blindness to the
way we treat one another; hence,
it spreads in a matter of days
throughout the population.

If our current socio-economic
system attempts to govern the ma-
jority through the discipline of the
market, what happens to those
who refuse or fail to conform?

Saramago argues that our solu-
tion to those who challenge gov-
ernmentality, those who disrupt
the normal workings of society,
those we fear as abnormal and
dirty, is often to quarantine them.

In other words, there is no state
of exception.

Attempts to remove street-
based people from the city centre
and wealthy suburbs have long
been a goal of the City of Cape
Town.

For example, in the 2010 Street
People Readiness Plan, designed

by long-time member of the may-
oral committee for safety and se-
curity, JP Smith, the World Cup
was used as justification for the re-
moval of hundreds of people from
the city centre to the infamous
Blikkiesdorp relocation camp.

The city’s response to the threat
of COVID-19 has been, once
again, removing people to a dis-
tant internment camp in Strand-
fontein.

Much of the criticism of the
camp has focused on its conditions
and the types of services it did not
offer, despite its much greater than
R30-million price tag a month (at
least R600 per person a day).

For weeks, more than a thou-
sand people slept there without
mattresses and they cannot get
toothpaste, soap, clean clothes and
sanitary pads.

And, despite all the money

spent building dozens of tents
throughout the camp, complete
with isolation areas and a donated
eight-container health-hub, the ac-
tual healthcare and psychosocial
service provided is insufficient and
hard to access.

All of these issues with the
camp could easily have been fixed
had the city bothered to listen to
its detainees.

But we must go deeper if we are
to see why the camp’s failure re-
mained inevitable.

By identifying street-based peo-
ple as a problem, perceiving them
as vectors for urban blight, crime
and disease, public discourse has
previously lent credence to securi-
tised solutions.

But surveillance and harass-
ment by law enforcement’s Dis-
placed Peoples Unit has had a
limited effect, leaving street-based

people to remain an eyesore for
the privileged classes.

When the national government
announced a State of Disaster in
response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, however, the creation of a
centralised camp in Strandfontein
to forcibly detain Cape Town’s
homeless became Smith’s dream
solution: surgically remove the
problem and quarantine it out of
sight and out of mind.

In other words, preventing
Cape Town’s most vulnerable
from getting the virus was never
the actual aim, rather, the city
views people living on the street as
the health threat, as the embodi-
ment of a societal virus.

Quarantine may work in spe-
cific situations for people sus-
pected of having COVID-19 but it
is not a feasible way to configure
society.

The Strandfontein camp was an
attempt to restructure where peo-
ple live, to resegregate the city
whose street population actively
defies racial and economic bound-
aries. In doing so, the city removed
more than a thousand people from
their neighbourhoods where they
sleep and work.

By concentrating them in an
isolated camp, the city became di-
rectly responsible for every aspect
of their lives, including their dig-
nity – something that, in a mass-
camp setting, is impossible to
achieve.

Jared Sacks is founder of a chil-
dren’s nonprofit organisation and
a PhD candidate in the department
of Middle Eastern, South Asian
and African studies at Columbia
University.
This is an abridged version of the
article that was first published by
‘Mail & Guardian’ online:
mg.co.za

How the Strandfontein camp was set up to fail

The entrance to the Strandfontein internment camp which was set up by the City of Cape Town for homeless people in
 response to the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic. Photo ASHRAF HENDRICKS/ GROUNDUP
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EGYPT is a land of ancient glory,
strange mythologies and
 agricultural fertility.

Its bounty in ancient times was
enough to feed all the lands of the
Mediterranean shores. The sun
and the river Nile were revered;
temples to many deities were un-
surpassed in splendour. The pyra-
mids of the mightiest pharaohs
and kingdoms on earth are the an-
cient wonders of the world.

But time fades all of man’s tem-
ples and tombs.

Invaders from Sudan in the
south to distant Persia in the east,
and Greece across the sea to the
north, ravaged the land, turning
artistic gems and architectural
wonders into dust.

The creeping desert sands swal-
lowed them all.

In 642 CE, the port city of
Alexandria, named after Macedo-
nia-Greek, Alexander the Great,
was conquered by the Muslims.

This city was the North-African
hub of Greek learning, ranging
from mathematics to medicine and
philosophy.

It had a great library which,
during the rule of the Umayyad
Caliph Umer Abd al Aziz (718-
720), was moved to Antioch.

When the Shia Fatimids rose to
power, General Jawar conquered
Egypt and laid the foundations of
a great new city – al Qahira
(Cairo).

Caliph Mu’izz (975-996 CE)
established a great library,
Khuza’m al-Qusur, with 40 rooms
and 1,6 million books, booklets
and manuscripts, covering the sci-
ences, geography, chemistry, theol-
ogy and 6 000 books on
mathematics and astronomy.

It also had 2 000 Qurans hand-
written by famous calligraphers.
The eunuch Talid was Caliph al-
Hakam’s chief librarian. Hakam
was the third Egyptian Ismaili-Fa-
timid ruler and very enigmatic. He
banned several basic foodstuffs at
whim.

He also forbade women to
leave their homes, enforcing this
dictum by outlawing the manufac-
ture of shoes for females.

One day, he walked into the
hills and disappeared.

The philosopher Volga Pinto
wrote: ‘The princes took great
care concerning the buildings that
served as libraries.’

Private libraries and manuscript
collectors were rife in Cairo. One
collector, Prince Mahmud al
Dawlah, was so immersed in his li-
brary that he neglected his family
for his books and manuscripts.

On his death, his wife and fam-
ily dumped his books in the water.

The destruction of the libraries
are attributed to various con-
querors, including the Mongol
Hulagu, who burnt the books of
the great Egyptian library, Mus-
tarasiriyah, as fuel.

Another Mongol, Timur the
Lame, sent books to his personal
library in Samarkand.

Sectarian wars between various
Muslim believers further ravaged
the precious written heritage.

All over the Muslim world,
madrasahs were the primary
schools of education, both reli-
gious and secular. (This also oc-
curred in Cape Town in the
nascent education system during
the early years of the nineteenth
century, when the British took
over the Cape.)

Some of the madrasahs later
evolved into universities, teaching
philosophy, science and medicine.

These madrasahs were called
‘mosque’ which means ‘gatherer’

in Arabic. According to
Wikipedia, ‘In Europe, the Latin
word ‘universitatis’ was used as
the equivalent of the word
‘mosque’.

The renowned Al-Azhar, in
Cairo, near the great market souk,
Khan el Khalili, became the first
university in Egypt.

In 726 CE, Fatima Al-Fihri, the
daughter of a rich Tunisian mer-
chant, founded the Qarawiyyin Li-
brary, in Fez, Morocco.

This structure matured to in-
clude Qarawiyyin Mosque, and
the first university in the world –
the Qarawiyyin University of Fez.

The university had faculties
(kullyahs) of science, philosophy
etc. It had lecture and conference
halls, libraries, mosques, student
lodgings and baths.

The great Jewish philosopher,
Moses Maimonides, the renowned
Muslim historian, Ibn Khaldun,
and Andalusian diplomat, Leo
Africanus, attended this university,
which still functions. Muslim uni-
versities were waqf (foundation),
managed independent of govern-
ment control.

In Spain, according to
Wikipedia, ‘The University of Cor-
doba, Spain, founded 786 CE, was
the oldest university in Europe.
Pope Sylvester II (999-1003), a
Frenchman, graduated from the
University of Cordoba.

‘Universities of Kairouan and
Zaytouna were founded in Tunisia
in 726 and 732, respectively, and
they were followed by Al-Azhar
University in Cairo, Egypt, in 972.

All these institutions operated
within a huge mosque complex, in
accordance with the traditions of
the early Islamic era.’

Toledo also developed into a
prime university town renowned
for its medical sciences.

Students as far as Britain stud-
ied medicine in Arabic.

Cordoba itself had many book
stores and libraries fostered by its
Muslim and Jewish inhabitants.

Cordoba was a beacon of light
and enlightenment on the Euro-
pean continent.

Ibn Rushd (Averroes) was one
of the great philosophers who
resided in Cordoba.

The story of Muslim Spain is-
glorious and tragic.

All the glory faded and disap-
peared due to terrible infighting
between Muslim sects and frag-
mented ‘kingdoms’.

With the loss of Spain to
Catholic Ferdinand and Isabella in
the Reconquista, in 1492, all cele-
brated rights and reason went up
in smoke; intolerance reigned.
Books were burnt and destroyed.

The Spanish Inquisition, sanc-
tioned by the Pope, in a spate of
terror to root out ‘religious
heresy’, burnt thousands at the
stake.

Prime Spanish Inquisitor, the
feared Dominican priest, Tomas
de Torquemada, tortured and
roasted the innocent at will.

He also held book burning fes-
tivals.

The long, but brief, journey
through the origins of the Arab
language and libraries has now
ended.

But, this stepping stone is the
first footfall for further personal
reading and enlightenment in the
exciting worlds of history, heritage
and knowledge.
Note: Some columns of Art’s for
All yesteryear are available at
www.artsforall.co.za.

Destruction of the libraries are attributed to various con-
querors, including the Mongol Hulagu, who burnt the books of
the great Egyptian library, writes DR M C D’ARCY.

Art’s for All
Arab libraries of the Western Muslim empire

The first madrasah in session (J F Angus, lithograph 1840s), the first mosque,
Auwal Mosque, in Dorp Street, Cape Town, and 19th century ladies of Cape
Town. Frescoes in Bokaap. Photo M C D’ARCY

The wonderfully decorated wall of the old university in Fez.
Photo M C D’ARCY

Ornate mosque lamps that lit the way to Muslim grandeur. (British Museum)
Photo M C D’ARCY



Muslim Views . May 202048

DONATE NOW: muslimhands.org.za | 021 633 6413 30 Ernest Road, Rylands
7764, Cape Town

SOUTH AFRICA

Bank: Standard Bank, Account Name: Muslim Hands
Account Number: 071 621 881, Branch code: 031110

N
PO

: 0
05

-9
97

PB
O

: 9
30

01
90

33

Give Zakat and Sadaqah 
to our Emergency Appeals 

When an emergency arises, a quick response can be the difference 
between life and death. At Muslim Hands, we have over 20 years of 
experience in responding to emergencies all over the globe.

Give your Zakat and Sadaqah to our emergency appeals for Yemen, 
Syria, Palestine, Kashmir and Rohingya refugees.

R1 500
can provide a family with a 
food parcel to sustain them 
for a full month.

SYRIA AND YEMEN EMERGENCY APPEAL
Over 13 million Syrians and 10 million people in Yemen are battling 
extreme hunger and malnutrition. They are in urgent need of food. Our 
teams have been distributing food parcels to desperate families but we 
are unable to meet demand. 

CASSIEM KHAN
THE year 2020 has seen the
novel COVID-19 virus not only
dominate the news but challenge
the way in which the world
 functions.

Many countries, including
South Africa, implemented a com-
plete lockdown strategy; its effects
having slowed down their
economies, social, education and
justice systems with the intention
of reducing new infections.

Since the unwelcome pan-
demic’s onslaught globally, life, as
we have known it, has not only
been brought to a virtual standstill
but it has forced us to adapt to dif-
ferent ways of managing our
lifestyles.

Amidst the present social health
crisis, it compelled us to remind
everyone about the inhumane
crimes that the successive
apartheid regimes – starting with
Verwoerd and ending with De
Klerk – committed and that
should be urgently addressed.

In this regard, the families asso-
ciated with the Justice for the Vic-
tims of Apartheid (JVA) Era
project considered it their respon-
sibility to lead this task.

The JVA families thus came out
in full support when the inquest of
Dr Neil Aggett, who was slain
while in detention, was reopened.
It was, however, supposed to have
resumed on June 1 but has since
been removed from the court roll
by Judge Makume due to the
health crisis.

It was hoped that after the
Aggett case, the judicial system
would revisit Dr Hoosen Haffe-
jee’s inquest but based on the pres-
ent precarious situation, it has also
been indefinitely postponed.

If these cases had to take place

then we would have witnessed the
respective reopening of the in-
quests into the killing of Imam
Haron and Nokhutula Simelane.
Now, unfortunately, these will
probably only happen at much
later dates.

Despite these unforeseen dis-
ruptions globally and locally, JVA
families and their legal teams have
so far built up the necessary mo-
mentum by placing continuous
pressure on the National Director
of Public Prosecutions.

They have done so in order that
the director allocate sufficient
qualified staff and adequate re-
sources to the more than 300 cases
that the National Prosecuting Au-
thority (NPA) must still investigate
and prosecute.

We are all aware that the live
television broadcasts of the Aggett
inquest, since mid-January 2020,
has served as a means of pressure
on the NPA.

The purpose was not only to
keep the inquest in the public eye
but it should also be seen as a
method of publicly educating the
current and future generations
about the untold crimes that the
apartheid regime’s perpetrators
committed.

In addition, the JVA families see
the important need for social jus-
tice issues to remain paramount.
So, it is a momentum that we
should seize and cannot afford to
ignore.

All of us are aware that it can
easily disappear during this period
when the public’s attention has
been overloaded and diverted to-
wards tackling COVID-19.

Even though virtual hearings
were proposed, it was decided to
abandon this method for at least
one basic reason, and that is to see
the perpetrators in court. Seeing

each of them in the open is an im-
portant component of healing not
only for the JVA families but for
everyone who had experienced the
brunt of apartheid era crimes.

It should be stressed that JVA
families have waited for decades
for justice to take place. If they are
not granted their day in court then
it will be an affront to not only
their dignity but to their extended
families as well as the communi-
ties that were deeply traumatised
and scarred by apartheid.

In this regard, we all recall
Aunty Galiema Haron’s agony
and pain. She was among those af-
fected family members who
wanted the inquest reopened; and
she patiently waited for 50 years
for a fair and just legal outcome.

Sadly, Aunty Galiema has
passed on and she, like many oth-
ers, did not get to know the truth.
And we would not want to wit-
ness others, who are still around,
also to miss out on knowing how
their loved ones were killed and
who were responsible.

Joao Rodrigues, the Special
Branch member who was the last
person to see anti-apartheid ac-
tivist Ahmed Timol alive has, so
far, fought tooth and nail not to
face prosecution.

During April, Rodrigues’s legal
team submitted documents before
the Supreme Court of Appeal
(SCA) in Bloemfontein. They did
that with the sole purpose of ap-
pealing against the High Court’s –
Gauteng Local Division, Johan-
nesburg – refusal to grant him a
permanent stay of prosecution
from the charges he presently faces
for his diabolical role in the mur-
der of Ahmed Timol on October
27, 1971.

His legal team will now feel em-
boldened by the COVID-19 virus
which designates him as a high
risk for infection as an aged per-
son.

Everyone’s memories should be
refreshed that the idea of account-
ability has over the many years
been strongly and vehemently re-
sisted by apartheid’s notorious
perpetrators and their supporters.

Any shrewd tactic to postpone
may be described by them as tem-
porary victories and by JVA fami-
lies as additional setbacks. The
latter group would not want it to
become permanent for then all
their efforts would be lost. From
their perspective, it is critical that
all energies be spent to keep social
justice matters in the public do-
main.

For the record, and prior to the
lockdown, several reports were re-
ceived that former apartheid po-

lice Special Branch members have
been meeting to coordinate their
responses as they felt the heat as
the requests for the reopening of
inquests into atrocities of which
they were complicit increased.

The JVA families would there-
fore wish to underline that the suc-
cess or failure of the legal
challenge by Rodrigues will seri-
ously impact on their fate.

There is no doubt that COVID-
19 is one of those watershed mo-
ments in human history.

There is a growing demand, by
especially the marginalised major-
ity, that the world cannot be the
same after the pandemic’s depar-
ture.

There will be no back to nor-
mal since normal did not work, es-
pecially not for the poor.
Socio-economic problems that ex-
isted before COVID-19 will not
disappear. It is likely to worsen.
This is both true for transitional
justice matters as well as for social
justice issues.

Keeping Transitional Justice
(TJ) matters active and alive both
in the courts and in the public do-
main must continue unabated.
The pressure on the NPA must be
increased to prioritise the unfin-

ished business of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission
(TRC).

Social justice issues have al-
ready become exacerbated by a
massive rise in unemployment and
hunger due to the COVID-19
lockdown.

Placating the masses with food
parcels and short-term increases in
social grants is not a sustainable
solution since the virus will be
with us well into 2021.

The demand for a Basic Income
Grant must now be amplified by
civil society and must be coupled
with a more robust intolerance for
corruption. Money lost due to cor-
ruption can fund a Basic Income
Grant.

The Imam Haron Foundation
along with JVA families will re-
fresh its #123 Days campaign on
May 28, the objective being to re-
build lost momentum regarding
the heinous criminal acts commit-
ted by the successive apartheid
regimes.

In addition, the foundation
wants to persistently perpetuate
and purposefully promote social
justice issues for all.
Cassiem Khan is the director of
the Imam Haron Foundation.

Justice delayed under lockdown?

Aunty Galiema Haron wanted the inquest reopened into the killing of her
 husband, Imam Abdullah Haron, by the apartheid regime. She waited 50 years for
a just outcome. Sadly, she passed away on September 29, 2019 and, along with
many others, will never know the truth of how their loved ones were killed and
who were responsible. Photo SUPPLIED

The Imam Haron Foundation, in honour of As-Shaheed Imam Abdullah Haron
(pictured here with some of his students), is demanding justice for all those
killed by the apartheid regime. Photo SUPPLIED




