
BLACK LIVES MATTER
In this edition, Muslim Views joins freedom and
justice-loving people in the United States of
America, the United Kingdom, Palestine,
Venezuela, Australia, South Africa, and all the
other countries and places where
 demonstrations of outrage and solidarity with
the slain George Floyd have led to the
 heightened call of ‘BLACK LIVES MATTER’.
Pictured left are a number of people from the
organised faith  communities of Cape Town and
elsewhere who demonstrated their commitment
to the Black Lives Matter global movement.
As we commemorate, mourn and celebrate the
lives and sacrifices of the slain on June 16, 1976
in Soweto, South Africa, this edition of Muslim
Views is dedicated to their memories and
 struggle, and to the now revitalised struggle for
justice across the globe.
#BlackLivesMatter inspires us to re-dedicate
ourselves to the fight for justice everywhere.
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This year, the  commemoration
of the June 16, 1976 uprising in
Soweto by schoolchildren
 resisting the imposition of
Afrikaans as a language in
which they had to learn is
 significantly  different in
 character.
First, we are in the throes of a
global pandemic, COVID-19, that
has so far claimed over a
 thousand lives in South Africa
since the beginning of 2020, and
close to half-a-million lives across
the globe in the same period.
As honest medical and other
 experts tell us: there is no way to
say for certain when the peak of
this killer-virus will be, when it will
end (if ever) and how many lives
will be lost.
Second, the United States of
America has been rocked by
 sustained civil outrage in the
wake of the police killing of
George Floyd, a Black American
father who suffocated to death
with the knee of a White
 policeman on his neck for a full
eight minutes, forty-six seconds.

Third, Zionism’s dream of a
Greater Israel is on the verge of
another draconian step: the
 annexation of illegal Israeli
 settlements in the West Bank. It
is a further act that will violate
 international law.
Fourth, South African society is in
the midst of a White, bourgeois
backlash against the South
African state’s attempts to save
the country’s citizens from the
worst ravages of COVID-19.
In this edition, the Claremont
Main Road Mosque statement
points out the blatantly racist
 undermining of the (admittedly
not-perfect) lockdown regulations,
and how this has been horrifically
skewed to create an image of an
incompetent Black president and
an incompetent Black-led state.
Underpinning all four of the
 contexts sketched here is the
idea of superior knowledge and
ignorance, and ‘superior people’
and ‘inferior people’.
The ‘superior knowledge’ idea is
easy to locate in history. White
men from Europe know

 everything. It really is as simple
as that. Following from this is the
idea that what White men teach is
natural, God-given, eternal and
freed from questioning. This is
 arrogance in the extreme.
The idea of ignorance is one that
we are taught to believe is
 something that excuses people
(and us) from being responsible
for the state of the world. If we do
not know, we are made to
 believe, how can we be held
 responsible?
June 16, 1976, and its annual
commemoration is a case in
point.
The classic argument of White
compatriots is that they (sadly)
did not know what was going on
in the country.
They didn’t know that their
schools only had White children
in them. They didn’t know that the
buses and trains only had White
passengers. They didn’t know
that they urinated in Whites-only
public toilets. They didn’t know
why Black  people weren’t on the
Whites-only beaches. They

couldn’t read the Whites-only
signs. They didn’t know... they
didn’t know.
Robert Proctor, Stanford
 Professor of History, showed in
1995 how ‘ignorance’ can be
‘manufactured’ in defence of
maintaining the power and
 privilege of the elites.
What follows from this 
carefully-constructed ‘ignorance’
is a wonderful freedom from
 accountability. Ignorance sets
free those who lived in what was
(and still is) ‘a crime against
 humanity’ in the form of the 
racist-capitalist apartheid state.
They can breathe a sigh of relief,
lift their heads high and march on
with their privilege and futures
safeguarded and unquestioned.
This is what Zionism feeds on,
what Trumpism and White
 supremacists feed on: a feigned
ignorance of the facts, and
 deliberately blurring the truth.
That culture of ignorance is being
called out for the lie that it is.
We salute the fallen of 1976 and
the fallen of 2020.
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THE rebellion roiling the United
States in the wake of the police
murder of George Floyd is an
 important historical moment that
will have significant consequence
in the US and elsewhere.

The French philosopher Alain
Badiou makes a useful distinction
between what he calls ‘immediate
riots’ and ‘historical riots’.

Immediate riots are located in
the territory usually occupied by
the rioters, aimed at local symbols
of power and frequently inspired
by seeing similar manifestations of
popular anger elsewhere on televi-
sion.

Their demands are localised
and not framed in a way that
could enable a generalised rebel-
lion. After a few days, these riots
usually burn themselves out, leav-
ing little in the way of sustained
organisation or the generation of
emancipatory ideas that can attain
wider resonance.

Historical riots occupy cen-
trally located urban spaces, forge
direct connections between people
from different areas, carry a clear
and compelling demand that can

speak to people at significant scale
and occupy an insurgent position
on the national stage.

A historical riot is not a minor
distraction, a brief and soon-for-
gotten blip on the news cycle. It
forcibly changes the structure of
the national drama by introducing
new protagonists and new ideas.

The rebellions that have
erupted in scattered parts of South
Africa since 2004 are a useful ex-
ample of immediate riots. They
tend to be confined to the urban
peripheries and directed at local
antagonists, such as ward council-
lors. They sometimes burn hot
but, with important exceptions,
usually burn themselves out fairly
quickly.

The riots and occupations that
swept through North Africa fol-
lowing the self-immolation of Mo-
hamed Bouazizi in late 2010, and
brought down the government of
Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, in
Tunisia, in January the following
year, and the government of Hosni
Mubarak in Egypt in February
2011, are useful examples of his-
torical forms of rebellion.

We don’t yet know how the re-
bellion that has returned night
after night to cities across the US
will end, and how politics and
policing will be reconfigured in its
wake. But we can already see that
the rebellion is a historic event
that will leave the US changed.

It has also had a powerful im-
pact on countries across the
planet. The rebellion has enabled
a rapid expansion of the discus-
sion about police violence and its

entanglement with broader forms
of discrimination in many coun-
tries including Australia, Brazil,
the United Kingdom, India and, of
course, South Africa.

In the US, the rebellion has had
a dual effect on public discussion.
Old and new ideas have expanded
their reach and won new audi-
ences. Old, deeply racist and anti-
democratic tropes such as the
‘outside agitator’ thesis, with its
roots in police and Ku Klux Klan
opposition to the civil rights
movement, have returned to the
centre of public discussion.

But, at the same time, radical
ideas about how to deal with the
crisis of racialised police violence
have also rapidly expanded their
audience. These include ideas
around community control; pro-
gressive withdrawal of the police
from dealing with situations
where other kinds of profession-
als, such as social workers or psy-
chologists, could intervene;
defunding the police; and the out-
right abolition of the police.

Ideas that once had little cur-
rency beyond small circles of rad-
icals are now being discussed on
the pages of the most venerable
newspapers of the establishment.

The right is already mobilising
old racist ideas, and the armed
force of the state, against the re-
bellion and will certainly work,
over the long term, to contain its
impact.

Protests in the US hold promise for the world
Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town,
The Most Reverend Dr Thabo
 Makgoba, is pictured here holding a
depiction of slain South African,
Collins Khosa. The ‘Black Lives
 Matter’ protests that started in the
United States of America following the
death under the knee of a White
 policeman of George Floyd has now
spread to all corners of the world,
 igniting a long-overdue, sustained
 debate about White supremacism,
White privilege, and the ease with
which Black lives can be taken with
no repercussions.

Photo JAWAD HAIDER

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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But the scale, courage and re-
solve of the collective refusal to ac-
cept racist police murder as an
acceptable part of American life
has been such that it seems un-
likely that white supremacy, polic-
ing, and their intersection, will
continue to be so normalised and
naturalised.

In South Africa, the police, var-
ious kinds of armed organisations
established to evict people from
occupied urban land, private secu-
rity companies, prisons and mi-
grant detention centres are all sites
of organised illegality, sadism and
abuse. Impoverished black people
are subject to routine and gener-
alised abuses.

According to a review of Inde-
pendent Police Investigative Direc-
torate statistics by Daneel Knoetze
from Viewfinder, between April
2012 and March 2019, police
were investigated for more than 2
800 deaths, over 800 rapes and
upwards of 27 000 cases of torture
or assault.

Of course, many people who
are subject to abuses at the hands
of the police do not report them to
official structures so the extent of
the crisis is much worse than these
figures indicate – horrifying as
they are.

But the police do not only mete
out random abuse. There is also a
systemic targeting of people or-
ganised outside the ruling party.

It is common for the police to
take instructions from ward coun-
cillors, including when they are
plainly unlawful, and to refuse to
allow independently organised
people to open cases against the
police or party officials.

Grassroots activists across the
country have been subject to rou-
tine forms of harassment, unlaw-
ful evictions and prohibitions on
protests, wrongful arrest, assault
and torture.

There is a sickeningly long list
of unarmed people who have been
murdered by police during
protests.

A quick internet search of num-
bers derived from media reports –
hardly an exhaustive research
strategy – and not counting the 34
striking mine workers murdered in
the Marikana massacre, indicates
that the number of people mur-

dered by the police on street
protests since 1999 is likely higher
than 60.

Outside of protests, grassroots
activists are more likely to be mur-
dered by shadowy assassins than
by the police.

The dominant discourse on po-
litical murders in the elite public
sphere focuses on assassinations
within the ANC.

This is, of course, a serious
issue that requires urgent atten-
tion. But it is important to note
that people organised outside of
the ANC have also been subject to
assassination.

Assassinations have been a par-
ticular problem in and around
Durban, where members of
Abahlali baseMjondolo, the Na-
tional Union of Metalworkers of
South Africa and the South
African Communist Party have
been assassinated.

The problem is now also acute
in Port Elizabeth, where a number
of trade unionists have been mur-
dered.

In several cases there are credi-
ble claims that police have not
made any genuine attempt to in-
vestigate the assassination of ac-
tivists.

This has led some grassroots
activists to see repressive violence
as a continuum that ranges from
the police to municipal ‘anti-land
invasion’ units, private security
firms and professional assassins,
often connected to the taxi indus-
try.

The collective power of the
popular refusal to accept racialised
police violence in the US has
punched a hole through an estab-
lished consensus that was pro-
foundly harmful to society and
resulted in regular, racialised mur-
ders, usually carried out with legal
impunity.

In South Africa, as in Brazil or
Australia, the breakdown in that
consensus in the United States, a
society that sustains tremendous
global influence, creates an oppor-
tunity to take up issues of
racialised police violence and
abuse at home.

This opportunity extends be-
yond the prospect to be more ef-
fective in demanding justice for
specific abuses and murders and
demanding the removal of the
more bellicose authoritarians in
and around the police, such as
Bheki Cele.

It includes the prospect of being
able to have wider and deeper dis-
cussions about the police as an in-
stitution, and measures that could
be taken to begin to oppose the
ways in which some groups of
people are governed, as a matter
of routine, by state violence rather
than democratic forms of engage-
ment.

In this sense, the American re-
bellion is a gift to the world.
This comment by the editorial
collective of New Frame was first
published on
www.newframe.com

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

‘The rebellion [in the US] has enabled a rapid expansion of the discussion about police violence and its entanglement with
broader forms of discrimination in many countries including Australia, Brazil, the United Kingdom, India and, of course,
South Africa.’ Illustrator ANASTASYA ELISEEVA
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WE, as Muslim communities,
need to be brave enough to
 identify our many biases: are we
going to live up to the racial
equality ideal in Islam or be
plagued by the disease of
 arrogance – and by extension,
racism – that holds us back?

I would like to leave you with
concrete suggestions towards re-
pairing the rifts in our community
or improving the bonds that are
fragile.

We will either embrace the
jihad of burying our arrogance or
be humiliated and severed from
Allah, just as Shaitaan was: ‘Then
get down from it (Paradise) for

you have no right to be arrogant
here. So get out; you are truly one
of the disgraced.’ (7:12-13)

As the Prophet (SAW) said:
‘Nobody with a speck of arro-
gance in his heart will enter Para-
dise.’ He then defined it, saying:
‘Arrogance is the rejection of truth
and belittlement of people.’ (Mus-
lim)

1. Education: Learning about
each other, our backgrounds, our
experiences and our struggles, no-
tice how Allah SWT said: ‘O hu-
manity, We have created you from
a single male and female, and
made you into communities and
tribes in order to get acquainted
with each other. Certainly, the
most honourable of you with
Allah is the most righteous
amongst you.’ (49:13)

Ignorance leaves room for mis-
understanding, intolerance and
unfair treatment. Knowledge al-
lows us to appreciate Allah’s great-
ness in creating this diversity, and
to appreciate each other as well.

2. Accommodation: Proactively
codify inclusion, which can hap-
pen on paper by amending the by-
laws on a trustee level to represent
the community’s diversity. It can
also happen in programmes, such
as regularising a culture evening in
your local mosque, with ethnic
foods of the region whose history
will be covered in a talk or docu-
mentary. It can also happen in
practice by you inviting a wider

spectrum of guests to your home
or simply approaching community
members whose names we never
bothered to learn for years.

3. Purification: Honesty with
ourselves, looking inward to ex-
amine our hearts and asking Allah
to help us rectify them is where
this must all start. It will grant us
the courage to admit to ourselves
the ways in which racism has
seeped into our ranks and to hold
others accountable when they un-
derestimate its gravity.

It is truly powerful how some-
one as genuine in faith as Abu
Dharr (RA) could slip in anger and
hurl a racial slur at Bilal (RA),
calling him the ‘son of a black
woman’. When news of this
reached the Prophet (SAW) he
said: ‘You are a person in whom is
jahiliyya (ignorance).’

It would have been wrong to
downplay this sin in light of Abu
Dharr’s esteemed status. It would
have also been wrong to call Abu
Dharr a racist for it, especially
since he did not try to justify this
error but, instead, rushed to rectify

it. How should this speak to us?
Firstly, even if we were amongst

the Sahaabah, we would find that
society had stained us with biases
about people that would take a
long time to unlearn. It does not
mean that we are horrible people
but, rather, that we have yet to
fully rinse away a horrible quality
that hides within us.

Secondly, we must treat our of-
fences as a result of these biases
extremely seriously, and enact jus-
tice immediately after realising
that we fell into them.

I pray that we can rid our
hearts of the diseases of arrogance,
tribalism and racism, speak out
whenever we see these diseases
manifested in the words or actions
of others, look beyond our own
experiences and recognise that the
Muslim narrative includes people
of all backgrounds and ethnicities.

I pray that we be brave enough
to talk about these issues, and
humble enough to stay quiet and
really listen when others share
their challenges so that we may
support one another as a united
community.
John Yahya Campbell
(yahya@iwol.co.za) is based in
Durban, South Africa, and is
 focused on establishing,
 advocating and managing the
process of strengthening and
 promoting the sustainable
 integrated development of
 educational, environmental,
health care, humanitarian and
welfare projects between multiple
organisations through the
 Muslim Integrated Development
Plan of SA (www.midp.co.za).

True steps forward in removing racism in our ranks

FOR THE RECORD
IN our May print edition, last month, we published a picture of
Advocate Azhar Bham with the article ‘The spectre of Muslim
self-righteousness in SA courts’, on page 6. The caption for this
picture incorrectly referenced Bham as appearing for the
 applicants in the matter covered in the article.

Bham, in fact, appeared for the amicus curiae and argued that,
this year, Muslims all over the world will sacrifice the ‘amazing com-
munal spirit’ at iftaar in Ramadaan. He mentioned the Muslims of
Madinah as an example to illustrate that there is no basis for South
African Muslims to be granted a special concession as was sought
by the applicants in the matter.

We apologise for the error and regret any misunderstanding it
may have caused.

I pray that we can rid our hearts of the diseases 
of arrogance, tribalism and racism, speak out

 whenever we see these diseases manifested in the 
words or actions of others, look beyond our own

 experiences and recognise that the Muslim narrative
includes people of all backgrounds and ethnicities.

Concluding this two-part
series on racism, JOHN
YAHYA CAMPBELL
 discusses steps to eradi-
cate the scourge of racism.
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DARRYL ACCONE
THERE is a notion that, every so
often, hope and history will
 coincide. The idea is perhaps
most beautifully expressed in
Seamus Heaney’s The Cure at
Troy, the relevant stanzas going:

Human beings suffer,
They torture one another,
They get hurt and get hard.
No poem or play or song
Can fully right a wrong
Inflicted and endured.
[…]
History says, don’t hope
On this side of the grave.
But then, once in a lifetime
The longed-for tidal wave
Of justice can rise up,
And hope and history rhyme.
So hope for a great sea-change
On the far side of revenge.
Believe that further shore
Is reachable from here.
Believe in miracle
And cures and healing wells.
It is an appealing concept and

one that I put to Robin DG Kelley,
the scholar, writer and activist
who visited Johannesburg this
month as a guest of the Palestine
Solidarity Campaign.

Will there – can there – be a
happy intersection of Palestinian
hope for statehood and history’s
nod? After all, Palestinians seem
powerless against the concentrated
military strength of the Israel De-
fence Forces (IDF) and the
adamantine attitude of Israeli
politicians and their electorate to
Palestinian statehood.

‘Palestinians haven’t got the
news yet that there is no hope,’
says Kelley. ‘They’re not waiting
on the boycott, divestment, sanc-
tions campaign to solve the issue.
They’re not waiting on the col-
lapse of Israel.

‘Hope is an interesting concept.
It’s not based on an expectation
but on what’s possible and neces-
sary for the survival of Palestinians
as people.’

Bringing an end to the cellular
society dividing Palestinians and
Israelis is imperative, Kelley says.
‘There is no secret strategy against
overwhelming odds, but occupa-
tion is costly,’ he says. ‘Israel is
helped by the US, which is spend-
ing so much in financial and mili-
tary resources that to create

conditions of peace is impossible.
Gaza and West Bank violence will
continue.’

And indeed, in the week after
Kelley was in conversation at the
University of the Witwatersrand
about ‘Resistance, History, Pales-
tine, Imagination, Hope, Intersec-
tionality, Racial Capitalism, Jazz,
Solidarity’, a rocket into Israel was
met by retaliatory Israeli airstrikes
on Gaza.

Yet, such escalations sow not so
much the seeds of pessimism as the
blooms of optimism. That’s be-
cause, Kelley says, ‘Israel is creat-
ing the conditions for the single
state that the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine and Hamas
have called for since 1962.’

‘Two states to one state 
to no state’

That’s a startling statement at
first. Kelley explains: ‘A single
state could be read as a sign of the
dominance of Israel. But open up
the possibility of a single state and,
viewed like that, it’s not hopeless;
it can be pretty optimistic.’

The question that comes to
mind first is when this could hap-
pen. More pertinent, says Kelley,
is another question: Where are the
Palestinians? ‘Most don’t live
there; they are the largest dis-
persed community. Part of the
global character of their struggle is
that Palestinians are globally situ-
ated.’

There is a sense that the sort of
state that Palestinians in exile
would most desire is a progressive,
socialist, social democratic state –
not necessarily the type of state to
which Hamas and the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Pales-
tine might aspire.

That any future developments
will occur in a single state is al-
most inevitable, says Kelley.

When the Israeli and Palestine
Liberation Organisation leader-
ships met in Oslo, Norway, the

upshot was that ‘Oslo proved a
two-state solution was impossible.
It would have policed Palestinians
on behalf of Israel … if you go
back further you recognise that so
much of the struggle, back to
1948, was a push to turn a British
mandate into a sovereign state for
all its people, not into a Jewish
state, which many anti-Zionist
Jews did not support.’

But what of Israeli President
Benjamin Netanyahu’s recent dec-
laration that ‘Israel is the nation
state of the Jewish people – and
only it’?

Kelley says bi-national states
are possible, within which there
would exist different ways of
thinking about citizenship in one
state. And also that ‘the side with
the most radical activists and
thinkers has moved from two
states to one state to no state’.

Reconsidering borders
He references Huey Newton,

the Black Panther activist, being
interviewed after his release from
prison and talking about national
liberation. It’s accepted that the
world is dominated by the United
States propping up regimes and
crushing foes.

Newton urged thinking beyond
that, fighting the US empire for so-
cialism and rethinking national
boundaries. It is with reconsider-
ing borders that the ‘no state’ idea
kicks in.

‘Palestine was under the Ot-
toman Empire, then the British
Empire, then a British mandate.
Imperial powers seized bits of
Egypt, ‘invented’ Jordan. Natural
territorial integrity is itself a his-
torical thing.

‘Palestinians are intelligent and
hold on to a deep political imagi-
nation and reject the knee-jerk
‘Palestine for the Palestinians’.
They want to restore land, a right
of return, a new beginning, recon-
ciliation, not going back to the old
ways.

‘They rethink the economy, so-
cial relations. In refugee camps,
they are thinking what does a free
Palestine look like?’

One thing about that musing
seems certain: ‘They don’t want a
free Palestine to look like what is
perceived to be a democratic
South Africa.’

Kelley elaborates. ‘One should
not be surprised by the ANC har-
bouring neoliberal ideology. South
Africa is forced by the West to
play the game and at what cost?

‘Give up global investment or
not. What are you willing to give
up or do to maintain a social

democracy based on the promise
of a social wage, housing, that you
won’t take away even if it means
sacrificing parts of the economy?’

The determination of women
Perhaps an even more tantalis-

ing question is what freedom for
Palestinians might look like. This
is a balance, says Kelley, of ‘antic-
ipatory optimism in the face of
revolutionary activism’. He cites
as anecdotal evidence his experi-
ences of the ‘universities of the
refugee camps’ and conversations
with Palestinians throughout their
territories.

‘The discourse is indistinguish-
able whether you are talking to a
12-year-old or a 75-year-old. In
the camps, the discourse is as high
as at a university.’

There is, too, the potent female
factor. ‘Older women, Muslim
women, women associated with
universities have a fiery determina-
tion. They say “You can take our
water, kick us off the land, police
us, shoot us without compunction.
It can’t take away our determina-
tion. We keep coming back.”

‘There is anger but there is joy,
not despair. Apartheid and occu-
pation don’t structure their daily
life. Anger is in place of despair. It
keeps alive the idea that what is
happening is unjust, illegal, unten-
able and can’t be sustained for one
day longer.’

But how do Palestinians, de-
prived of land and jobs, blockaded
in Gaza and crowded into the
West Bank, physically sustain
themselves? They carry on with
life: ‘They get jobs, make money,
have agricultural cooperatives,
collective economic practices, in-
ternal remittances and external,
too.’

The key to it all is the ‘ideology
of liberation’ at the base of which
is ‘a culture that says “My exis-
tence depends on belonging. When
I confront the IDF or snipers and I
die, my death is not in vain be-
cause it is on behalf of the struggle
of my people.”’

Martyrs celebrated as heroes
Kelley talks about Ramallah, in

which ‘pictures of martyrs are
everywhere. Gravesites are really
sacred places, with names of mar-
tyrs’. It is a ‘culture where people
killed by occupying forces are cel-
ebrated as heroes’.

At the heart of it is the paradox
that ‘life is so precious’. Kelley ex-
pands: ‘It’s not that death or mar-
tyrdom is precious. Life is
precious. The importance of ac-
knowledging that death is not an

accident, that it is on behalf of this
struggle that is going to continue.’

In the face of such resistance,
why and how does Israel continue
to oppose and suppress the Pales-
tinians?

‘It is a state of exception, Wal-
ter Benjamin’s idea. Xenophobia
and fearmongering by the media
and the state convince people that
they need to be in fear and need to
continue the hegemony.’

Many consequences flow from
such a mindset. ‘There is no peace
movement to speak of. The treat-
ment of foreign and domestic pol-
icy shows that Israel is an outpost
to protect US interests. In turn, if
the US does not protect Israel, the
unspoken thought is that it is con-
tinuing the Holocaust. So, it but-
tresses Israel … all forces are
arranged to protect Israel.’

‘Rich intellectual tradition’
How then will Palestinians

move toward the society that they
are imagining?

There is the considerable effect
of ‘oppression tourism’. Kelley de-
scribes ‘delegations seeing oppres-
sion’. His Palestinian friends say
that people are moved by ‘oppres-
sion pornography and the specta-
cle of violence and violence
against the innocent’. When Gaza
was under siege, donations to
charities increased.

Kelley’s experience, however, is
very different. ‘My trips are not
about seeing the violence. They
are about sitting and talking to in-
telligent people – elderly stonema-
sons, soap makers, students, a
12-year-old on a bike. There is a
rich intellectual tradition that
imagines what’s possible.

‘People are highly educated.
Most are formally educated and
also they are so open, cosmopoli-
tan. This is the culture that birthed
Christianity; but it has atheists, ag-
nostics, Trotskyists, Marxists,
feminists, Muslims.

‘The Palestinian indivisibility of
justice is a model for our futures
and by ‘our’ I mean the world. It
is a place of world-making.’

It is also ‘the place where colo-
nialism exists in its most raw
state’. But, to end with the hope
that might one day rhyme with
history, Kelley says it is ‘also here
where its opposition is clearest
and most sophisticated and vision-
ary’.
This article was originally
 published in ‘New Frame’. 
The original is accessible at
https://www.newframe.com/ac-
tivist-robin-dg-kelley-freedom-
palestine/

Activist Robin DG Kelley on freedom in Palestine
Although dispersed
 globally, Palestinians have
a sophisticated vision of
what a free Palestine looks
like, says scholar, writer
and activist Kelley.

Image courtesy LATUFF
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CHRISCY BLOUWS
THE Women’s Legal Centre
(WLC) is an African feminist
legal centre striving to advance
women’s rights and equality,
specifically working with women
who work in precarious and
 vulnerable positions.

The aim of this programme is
to help women obtain favourable
and just working conditions in the
workplace.

It is in this light that we have
joined forces with the Women on
Farms Project (WFP) to engage
with the Department of Labour on
farmworkers and their experiences
during this time.

Many women who live and
work on farms have suffered im-
mensely during the national lock-
down and since the COVID-19
pandemic hit South Africa.

Women who rely heavily on
UIF benefits have had no access to
UIF relief during this time as the
labour offices were closed to the
public and the alternative meas-
ures put in place by government
were not cognisant of their hard-
ships, and proved to be ineffective.

Meagan Barber, a seasonal
farmworker and single mother
who lives in the farming commu-
nity of De Doorns, in the Western
Cape, has had no income since
March 2020, when her work on a
local fruit farm ended.

‘At the time, we couldn’t hand

in our UIF forms because the
labour offices closed due to the
lockdown.

‘We are asking the president
and the minister: please, open the
labour office for us or make a mo-
bile office available.

‘We are dependent on our UIF
payments.’

Like many other women who
live and work on farms in South
Africa and who do seasonal work,
Meagan Barber depends on unem-
ployment benefits to provide for
her family in the months that she
is not employed on the farms.

Many of these women have ap-
proached the Women on Farms

Project (WFP) during this time,
seeking awareness and assistance.

The WFP is a non-governmen-
tal organisation that has been
working with women who live
and work on farms in the Western
Cape since 1995 and the Northern
Cape since 2009, and research
they have produced has shown

that women make up 59 per cent
of the workforce within the decid-
uous fruit industry in the Western
Cape and 57 per cent of the work-
force in table grape sector.

It is time for our government to take heed
of the lived realities of women farmworkers

Most perverse of the effects of the lockdown is the fact that women farmworkers, the producers of our food, do not have enough food to feed their families. Women
farmworkers, who rely heavily on UIF benefits, have had no access to UIF relief during this time as the labour offices were closed to the public and the alternative
measures put in place by government were not cognisant of their hardships and proved to be ineffective. Archive photo: GROUNDUP/ MARYATTA WEGERIF

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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In the apple industry, women
account for 40 per cent of the per-
manent workforce and 70 per cent
of the seasonal workforce.

The WFP has repeatedly
pleaded with government to take
heed of the lived realities of
women who work on farms by
amending lockdown regulations to
allow for the opening of labour
centres as well as other measures
to protect the health of women
farmworkers during the COVID-
19 crisis.

The WFP has specifically asked
that the Department of Labour
open labour offices, make mobile
labour offices available in rural
areas and ensure that the farm
owners and employers are provid-
ing the necessary PPE and are ob-
serving required health protocols,
such as hand sanitiser, protective
gear and screening.

The WLC sent a letter to Em-
ployment and Labour Minister
Nxesi on May 11, 2020, further
explaining the need for govern-
ment to help women farmworkers
access UIF payments. To date, the
WLC and WFP have received no
suitable response from the Depart-
ment of Labour.

While the WLC and WFP wel-
comes the measures put in place
by the government under the
COVID-19 Temporary Relief
Scheme, 2020, for the most part,
women farmworkers have not
been able to access such assis-
tance.

Measures such as these, put in
place without a specific gendered
lens, will not have the necessary
effect and relief on the lived reality
for women who live and work on

farms.
We have indicated in our corre-

spondence that the directive which
provides for guidance on how em-
ployers can apply for temporary
financial relief and that unemploy-
ment insurance relief applications
by employees should be made on-
line via email or fax options are in-
adequate as they place the
obligation on employers to recog-
nise their employees and their
rights and to make the necessary
applications to the department in
a sector where the exploitation of
farmworkers is well documented.

These measures therefore fail to
take this exploitation into ac-
count.

In addition, women farmwork-
ers were dismayed to recently dis-
cover that the boxes placed
outside closed labour centres, sup-
posedly to provide a place for
workers to submit hardcopy UIF
forms, turned out to be inade-
quate.

After inspection, these boxes
were found to be totally insecure
as they are broken, open card-
board boxes where passers-by can
physically reach into the boxes
and remove the forms; alterna-
tively, they can easily read confi-
dential information contained on
the forms, including ID numbers
and banking details; also, the
boxes are not regularly emptied.

This is a clear example of how
labour directives and guidelines
that are not cognisant of the lived
realities of women who work in
precarious positions during a na-
tional crisis will be wholly ineffec-
tive and will only contribute to the
already deepening economic crisis
the country faces.

Women who work on farms do
so far removed from any sense of

oversight and are at risk of not
only poverty and social instability
during these times but are also the
women who are most at risk of in-
fection and spreading the virus
among their communities if they
are not adequately protected at
their places of employment.

Elsa Lambrecht, who also lives
in De Doorns and does seasonal
farm work, is having difficulty
submitting her UIF application be-
cause she does not have access to
the internet and cannot travel.

‘We do not have smart phones
or laptops or computers which we
can use to claim our UIF benefits
online. Not all of us have social

grants and we cannot continue to
exist on food parcels from soup
kitchens.

‘Last year, the minister said that
UIF is a safety net for us farm-
workers but right now there is no
safety net. Please open the labour
centres so we can claim our UIF
benefits.’

This is the lived reality for
thousands of women who live and
work on farms.

The WLC and WFP join Mea-
gan Barber, Elsa Lambrecht and
the many thousands of other
women farmworkers in South
Africa to call on Minister Nxesi
and the president to immediately

open labour offices, have a specific
plan focused on economic relief
and access for farm workers dur-
ing this time and, more broadly, to
seriously consider the lived reality
of these vulnerable women when
enacting legislation and directives
at this extraordinary time.

The Women’s Legal Centre re-
mains open for business, fulfilling
their mandate to serve women and
children, regardless of the circum-
stances. They can be reached on
079 421 8197 or via email
at info@wlce.co.za
Chriscy Blouws is an attorney at
the WLC and heads the Women
in Work programme.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
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MAHMOOD SANGLAY
THE South African National
Zakah Fund (Sanzaf) scooped an
international award for Capacity
Building in the Social Sector and
Philanthropy Categories of the
Good Governance Awards of
Cambridge International
 Financial Advisory (IFA).

The Cambridge International
Financial Advisory (IFA) is a fi-
nancial services intelligence
agency. Their business is the devel-
opment and use of analytical tools
to evaluate business data, assess
macroeconomic indicators and
monitor market trends.

The agency also analyses lead-
ership positioning and brand de-
velopment in the global financial
services industry.

In 2016, the agency presented
its inaugural awards ceremony in
Istanbul in an effort to promote
good governance and sustainabil-
ity in government and politics, the
corporate sector and in social wel-
fare and philanthropy.

Thus, they recognise good lead-
ership, good governance and inno-
vation in diverse areas of social,
political and economic activity.

Over the years, 150 awards
have been presented to recipients
in the three categories in over 25
countries over the world. The fifth
awards event was scheduled to
take place in Bali, Indonesia, in
April 2020, but was postponed
due to the COVID-19 pandemic
and was instead livestreamed from
London on June 8.

The award to Sanzaf for capac-
ity building specifically recognised

its efforts to create an enabling in-
frastructure and environment that
strive to meet the key objectives of
the organisation.

Sanzaf CEO, Yasmina Francke,
said the award reflects the organi-
sation’s 46-year commitment to
changing lives and making a posi-
tive impact in the fight against
poverty.  ‘Through our various
outreach initiatives, we aim to
provide the enablers to economic
self-sufficiency in order to trans-
form lives and make a meaningful

difference,’ said Francke.
She pointed out that their di-

verse focus includes skills develop-
ment, education and
capacity-building to ensure long-
term sustainable solutions and dig-
nity for beneficiaries.

The national chairperson of
Sanzaf, Fayruz Mohamed, added,
‘The work we do at Sanzaf is
driven by our passion to assist
those in need. We deliver projects
and programmes that offer long-
term sustainable solutions to the

extremely high levels of poverty
and unemployment in South
Africa. ‘This has always been done
in a manner that is transparent
and accountable. We are humbled
to receive this prestigious 3G
award for Capacity Building and
thank the team at 3G Awards for
their efforts in delivering on these
awards amidst the current chal-
lenges of the global pandemic that
is affecting the world right now.’

Professor Humayon Dar, chair-
person of the Global Good Gover-

nance Awards, commended Sanzaf
on the achievement. ‘We congrat-
ulate Sanzaf for having been
recognised with this year’s 3G Ca-
pacity Building Award.

‘This category has been very
competitive over the past five
years, and only the best institu-
tions in their class have won this
award. Sanzaf’s comprehensive
range of activities contributed to
this success, for which I congratu-
late the whole team, especially the
top management,’ said Dar.

Sanzaf wins international good governance award

The Fifth Global Good Governance Awards was a virtual event this year. The event was scheduled to take place in Bali, Indonesia, in April 2020, but was postponed
due to the COVID-19 pandemic and was instead livestreamed from London on June 8. Photo https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kCo8RSNjS5Y&t=32s
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STAFF REPORTER

A Muslim Views writer, whose
 series of articles on Muslim
 marriages appeared in the
 newspaper for over a year, has won
a prestigious award.

Advocate Fatima Essop’s fourth
article in the series was titled ‘Disso-
lution of a Muslim marriage by
death’, and appeared in the June
2018 edition of Muslim Views.

The article was recognised by the
Yunus Mahomed Public Interest
(YPMI) Award Committee as ‘an or-
ganising and mobilising tool for
community activists.

‘Free of legalese, it communicates
the rights of Muslim widows to in-
herit clearly and usefully.’

In its citation, the committee also
recognised the fact that the article
had appeared in ‘a newspaper with
national circulation’ which serves to
widen the audience of the public in-
terest article.

Regarding the significance of the
award, the committee points out: ‘It
is to encourage you to use your tal-
ents, as Yunus Mahomed did, to
promote human rights, combat
poverty and discrimination, practise
law to advance the public interest,
transparency and accountability, all
with the aim of cultivating a consti-
tutional consciousness.’

The writing prize was awarded to
Advocate Essop as a contributor
from the University of Cape Town,
where she is pursuing her doctoral
studies.

Acknowledging the award, Ad-
vocate Essop said in a statement to
Muslim Views that she had studied
law in the hope of using it as an in-
strument of social justice to promote
human rights and to advance public

interest.
‘I am grateful that the YPMI

Award Committee has recognised
my attempts at making the law more
accessible to the public,’ she said.
‘As a lawyer, Yunus Mahomed,
committed his talents to promoting
human rights as well as combatting
poverty and discrimination.

‘Alhamdulillah, I therefore feel
honoured and humbled that I have
been granted this award.’

Advocate Essop added that when
she approached Muslim Views to
publish her family law column it
was her intention ‘to make this area
of law accessible and understand-
able not only to lay people but also
lawyers who did not fully compre-
hend the consequences of Muslim
marriages in the South African legal
context’.

Over the period of the series of
14 articles on Muslim marriages,
Muslim Views received regular en-

quiries from readers who wished to
engage Advocate Essop further on a
particular issue.

According the editor, Farid
Sayed, ‘the series probably solicited
the most requests from readers for
further engagement with a writer’.

The YMPI Award, established in
2013, was proposed by KwaZulu-
Natal High Court Judge, Dhaya Pil-
lay, at an annual memorial lecture in
honour of lawyers Victoria and Grif-
fiths Mxenge, who were both assas-
sinated by the apartheid regime and
had worked closely with Mahomed.

Yunus Ismail Mahomed, ‘YM’ or
‘Styles’ as his comrades, friends and
colleagues fondly called him, was a
lawyer, anti-apartheid cadre, devel-
opment activist and business leader.

He was born on December 30,
1950, and graduated from the Uni-

versity of South Africa. He served
his articles and set up his law prac-
tice in Durban.

As a lawyer, Mahomed commit-
ted his talents to promoting human
rights, combatting poverty and dis-
crimination.

Together with other activists, he
organised and mobilised communi-
ties to protest against these injus-
tices, which provided significant
opportunities for public interest liti-
gation.

They launched legal challenges
against Group Areas segregation,
discriminatory systems of levying
property rates, and politically re-
pressive arrests, detentions and con-
victions.

Public interest litigation was not
viewed as an end in itself but rather
formed part of the broader move-
ment to achieve democracy.

In 1985, at the height of
apartheid repression, Mahomed
worked alongside Reverend Beyers
Naude, Archbishop Tutu and Max
Coleman to establish the Kagiso
Trust (KT). KT is a development
trust for promoting social and eco-
nomic upliftment.

Initially, it used funds channelled
from the European Union to support
victims of apartheid.

Efficient investment of donor
funds in development enabled KT to
grow as a social development agency
that supported hundreds of self-suf-
ficient NGOs across the country.

As democracy dawned, Yunus’s
sound strategic vision led to the for-
mation of KT’s investment arm,
Kagiso Trust Investments (KTI).

At the time of his death, on Jan-
uary 6, 2008, Mahomed was chair-
person of KT, deputy chairperson of
KTI and served on the boards of sev-

eral companies.
The establishment of the award,

according to the committee, was
aimed at continuing the public inter-
est goals of Mahomed in a post-
apartheid era.

‘Public interest litigation remains
relevant in order to facilitate access
to justice, to basic goods and serv-
ices, and to the defence of funda-
mental rights in order to animate the
rights enshrined in our Bill of
Rights,’ according to a statement by
the YMPI Award Committee.

‘It provides an avenue for con-
structive engagement between the
providers of goods and services, usu-
ally an organ of state, and affected
communities, usually poor and mar-
ginalised groups.

‘Without public interest litiga-
tion, the aspirational objectives of
our Constitution may not materi-
alise.

‘Moreover, conducting research
and publishing articles that promote
human rights, ethical conduct and
legal activism contribute to the on-
going discourse on transformation
and development of our society.’

The purpose of the Yunus Ma-
homed Public Interest Award, there-
fore, is to encourage and reward law
students’ engagement in Public In-
terest Law and Business Ethics
through offering writing prizes at
each participating university, as well
as an annual national prize.

In the citation to Advocate Essop,
the award committee stated why she
had been declared a recipient:
‘Yunus recognised the empowering
value of communicating without
legalese.

Hence this award also promotes
clear, coherent, concise and precise
writing.’

Muslim Views writer wins prestigious award

Advocate Fatima Essop is the
 recipient of a prestigious award that
recognises her writing on Muslim
marriages, which appeared in Muslim
Views. Photo SUPPLIED

The Yunus Mahomed Public Interest
Award was established in 2013 to
recognise the empowering value of
coherent, concise and precise writing
to advance the public’s access to the
law. Mahomed was an anti-apartheid
activist and human rights lawyer.

Photo
http://ympublicinterestaward.co.za/
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ASHREF ISMAIL

THERE are times when  something
unexpected occurs that requires
you to brake  suddenly. The key to
emergency braking is to stop the
vehicle as quickly as possible
 without losing control of your
 vehicle.

If your vehicle has ABS brakes

Most vehicles are equipped with
an anti-lock braking system (ABS).
The ABS allows you to steer while
the brakes are being applied.

ABS applies brake pressure at
each wheel, cycling from locked to
slightly rolling.You will feel this as a
vibration through the brake pedal.

With ABS you can brake as hard
as you need without losing your
ability to steer. To brake in an emer-
gency, follow these steps:
l Apply steady, firm pressure to the

brake pedal.
l Do not pump or release the brake

pedal.
l Lock and steer in the direction

you want to go.
l Be sure to check your vehicle’s

owner’s manual for more infor-
mation on emergency braking
techniques.

If your vehicle does 
not have ABS brakes

In vehicles without ABS, braking
hard can cause the wheels to stop
rolling. The wheels are ‘locked’

when the brakes are applied and
they stop rolling. This can cause you
to lose steering control. If your
wheels lock, ease off the brake
pedal. Brake again but not as hard.

To brake in an emergency, follow
these steps:
l Press firmly on the brake pedal to

the point just before the wheels
lock. This is called threshold
braking.

l If the wheels lock, release the
brake pedal slightly to regain
steering control.

l Press the brake pedal firmly again
without locking the wheels.

l Look and steer in the direction
you want the front of the vehicle
to go.

Loss of control

The road surface, the speed of
your vehicle, turning and the condi-
tion of your tyres can contribute to
a skid. Skidding means you have lost
control of the vehicle. To regain con-
trol, do not touch the brake or the
accelerator, and look and steer
where you want the front of the ve-
hicle to go.

Most skids are the result of driver
error.

A skid can occur when you:
l drive too quickly on poor road

conditions like ice, snow, rain,
mud, sand or gravel;

l turn the steering wheel too
sharply;

l turn the steering wheel too much

for the speed you are travelling;
l brake too firmly;
l accelerate too quickly.

Skid recovery
Drive in a manner that reduces

the possibility of having your vehicle
skid. Plan ahead so you will not
have to suddenly brake or steer.
Driving in a smooth and controlled
manner will reduce the chance of a
skid. If the road is not familiar to
you or the conditions are not ideal,
reduce your speed. It is important
that you keep your foot off the
brake pedal if you start a skid. How
you steer depends on the direction of
the skid. Look and steer in the direc-
tion you want the front of the vehi-
cle to go. Do not make large steering
adjustments, point the tyres along
the centre of your lane.

Braking skid (non-ABS)
If your vehicle does not have anti-

lock brakes, a braking skid could
occur when you apply your brakes
too firmly, causing the wheels to
lock. Steering control will be lost.

If you ever experience this type of
skid, do the following:
l Take your foot off the brake

pedal. When the vehicle’s wheels
start to roll, steering control will
return.

l Look and steer in the direction
you want the front of the vehicle
to go.
If you need to apply the brakes

again, use firm pressure but not hard
enough to lock the wheels.

Power (acceleration) skid

A power skid occurs when you
accelerate too quickly, causing the
wheels to spin.

If you experience a power skid,
do the following:
l Take your foot off the accelerator

pedal to allow the wheels to stop
spinning.

l Make any needed steering correc-
tions. Look and steer in the direc-
tion you want the front of the
vehicle to go.

l Be careful not to over correct
your steering or you may skid in
the opposite direction.

l Use gentle acceleration to con-
tinue moving forward.

Cornering skid
A cornering skid occurs when

you are travelling too quickly when

turning, causing the vehicle to slide
sideways.

Speed, tyre condition, road sur-
face and the slope of the road can all
play a part in this type of skid.

If you experience a cornering
skid, do the following:
l Take your foot off the accelerator

pedal.
l Do not use your brakes.
l Look and steer in the direction

you want the front of the vehicle
to go.

Off-road recovery
If you drive off the paved portion

of the roadway, do the following:
l Keep a firm grip on the steering

wheel.
l Do not try to steer the vehicle

back onto the road immediately.
l Take your foot off the accelerator

pedal to reduce your speed.
l Try to avoid braking.
l If you need to break, use gradual

pressure on the brake pedal to
keep control.

l Check for traffic before attempt-
ing to steer the vehicle back onto
the road.

l With controlled speed, return to
the road gradually and straighten
your vehicle in the proper travel
lane.

Ashref Ismail is an advanced
 driving training instructor.
Acknowledgement: Driver’s Guide
to Operation, Safety and Licensing
www.qp.alberta/Laws_Online.cfm

Dealing with emergencies on the road

Driving in a smooth and controlled
manner will reduce the chance of a
skid. But if you do get into a skid, the
writer has advice for you.
Photo 123RF.COM
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THE country has certainly
moved into winter with bitterly
cold weather, with Cape Town –
as we saw since last week – 
already battling cold and rain,
Eastern Cape getting its first
snowfall of the season and
 Gauteng experiencing sub-zero
temperatures as well.

This creates challenges for driv-
ers but one can manage this.

The managing director of Mas-
terDrive, Eugene Herbert, pro-
vides some safety tips.

Frost and ice 
l If the roads are icy, drive with

extra caution.

l Top up your anti-freeze and
check that your tyres are prop-
erly inflated throughout winter.

l Increase your following dis-
tances.

l Brake more cautiously and well
before time.

l Drive around corners more
slowly.

l Do not use cruise control when
the roads are slippery.

l Adjust your speed to suit the
conditions.

l Be cautious in places where ice
is common even if you cannot
see it, like under bridges.

l If you lose control, do not panic
but gradually slow down and
steer in the direction of the
skid.

Black ice
Many areas may experience

sleet rather than full snowfall.
This can create black ice.
This is a thin layer of transpar-

ent ice on the road that forms
when sleet or rain freezes as it hits
the ground.

It is difficult to see and very
dangerous to drive over.
l Always be alert for black ice: it

looks like glossy, slightly wet
patches on the road.

l Do not hit the brakes, rather lift
your foot off the accelerator.

l Focus on keeping the steering
straight.

l Be careful of not over-steering.
Mist

l Avoid areas that are prone to
thick mist.

l Do not switch your lights to
bright as it reflects off mist and
reduces visibility even more.

l Rather use fog lights or low
beams.

l Avoid using your emergency
lights while still moving.
Someone may think you are
stationary when you are not.

l Avoid sudden lane changes or
erratic driving that another
driver may not be able to react
to timeously.

l Do not pull over unless you can
get well off the road and then
switch on emergency lights.

Winter rain

One should follow many of the
driving tips provided for driving in
frost and ice, such as increasing
following distances and reducing
your speed.
l Give yourself more travel time

so you do not have to rush in
bad weather.

l Ensure your headlights are still
on.

l Avoid water which has pooled
on the roads.

l If you cannot avoid it, drive
through it slowly in case there
is hidden debris or potholes.

l If you hydroplane, slowly lift
your foot from the accelerator
but do not brake harshly or
turn your steering wheel vio-
lently.

Source: MotorPress

Cold front driving: tips for safer driving
When driving in misty conditions, make sure to keep a safe following distance.

Photo MARKUS SPISKE/ MOTORPRESS
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ASHREF ISMAIL
PROFESSIONAL, advanced,
 defensive driving does not require
any special degree of specialised
training.

However, given our country’s
high annual crash fatality rate,
road users need to be extra vigi-
lant when dealing with driver
competency, compliance and re-
sponsibility. Only by displaying a
positive mental attitude to driving
will the roads become safer for all.

‘Advanced’ means that the driv-
ing skills course undertaken passes
way beyond what is offered in the
now really outdated K53 driving
licence test system. A certified and
reputable advanced driving skills
course will cover many mental as-
pects, such as observation, concen-
tration and the ability to identify
hazards and manage the hazards.

By enhancing one’s mental abil-
ity to drive, a person’s defensive
concentration skills are sharpened
thereby avoiding all distractions,
looking far ahead, identifying po-
tential hazards, making the correct
judgement and dealing with them
timeously before it become a cri-
sis.

A competent driver also needs
to possess basic but sound knowl-
edge of how a car works, why it
behaves the way it does in various
conditions, appreciate the laws of

physics and the forces of nature
acting on a vehicle, apply the rules
of the road and, importantly, un-
derstand and anticipate the behav-
iour of different road users.

Defensive drivers will operate
their vehicles with ‘mechanical
sympathy’, ensuring that they
enjoy optimal vehicle performance
without excessive wear-and-tear,
and undertaking services and re-
pairs timeously.

They will drive economically,
not only to save expensive fuel but
also to reduce carbon emissions
and protect our precious environ-
ment.

A defensive driver should be
street-wise and constantly aware
of his or her surroundings to avoid
being a victim of criminal activi-
ties. Constant vigilance at intersec-
tions, while driving on quiet
roads, choosing safe places to park
and being careful of suspicious
characters on the roads will ensure
that they do not become easy tar-
gets for criminals.

Finally, an advanced, defensive
driver will conduct regular pre-trip
inspections for both the interior
and the exterior of a vehicle. This
preventative exercise could save a

great deal of time, inconvenience
and heartache should a break-
down occur in an unsafe place.

Ashref Ismail, an advanced
 driving training instructor, is a
winner of the SA Guild of Motor-

ing Journalists’ Lifetime
 Achievement Award for Road
Safety.

What is advanced, defensive driving?
An advanced driving skills course will
cover much more than the K53 driving
licence test system, which the writer
considers to be outdated.

Photo 123RF.COM



Muslim Views . June 202016

GUIDED by our belief in Islam
and our commitment to
 intersectional social justice, the
Claremont Main Road Mosque
affirms its solidarity with the
Black Lives Matter Movement.

Further, we amplify the call to
challenge and dismantle racism, all
forms of oppression and exploita-
tion, and white supremacy. In this,
we are guided by the proclamation
by Allah, the Lord of Justice, in
the Glorious Quran, in Surah al-
Nisa’, chapter 4, ayah/ verse 135:

‘Believers! Be upholders of jus-
tice, bearing witness for Allah
alone, even if it means testifying
against your own selves or your
parents and relatives. Whether it is
against the rich or the poor, Allah
is nearer to all of them in compas-
sion. Do not follow your own de-
sires lest you distort or decline to

do justice. If you twist or turn
away, Allah is all aware of what
you do.’

The sustained protests across
the United States and across the
world are in response to the mur-
der of George Floyd and the
killing of numerous named (and
unnamed) Black people by the po-
lice in that country.

They have lost their lives due to
racism – institutional, structural,
systemic and implicit.

The local and global indigna-
tion and moral outrage directed at
these deaths are justified, and we
pray that this moment of energised
focus is an inflection point in the
long, slow arc towards justice and
equality in that setting.

Racism, prejudice and state-
sanctioned violence are the lived
daily experience of Black people in
South Africa. While we turn out-
ward and express solidarity with
Black Lives Matter USA, we must
turn inward and face the reality of
racism, prejudice and police bru-
tality within our own communi-
ties.

Beyond moral outrage and in-
dignation, we must challenge and
dismantle anti-Blackness through
confronting it in the spaces we in-
habit (family, homes, masjids,
work places) and in the institu-
tions we work through or with.

With the above in mind,
CMRM denounces the killing of
Collins Khosa, Petrus Miggels,
Sibusiso Amos, Adane Emmanuel,
Ntando Sigasa and at least six oth-
ers by police and military person-
nel during lockdown.

We mourn their deaths and de-
mand an independent inquiry into
the circumstances and the actions
that led to them.

The victims of police brutality
in South Africa are invariably
poor, working-class and Black.
This reflects both the historical
and current reality of state vio-
lence against Black people by the
police and others.

Thus, the struggle for justice in
South Africa and the United States
is connected insofar as state vio-
lence is not incidental but in-
grained.

It is at the core of these differ-
ent democracies.

We align ourselves with organ-
isations calling on the South
African government to address
long overdue and wilfully neg-
lected engagement in reform and
re-structuring of the police serv-
ices.

Further, we note the undertone
of racism as well as overt racism
evident in commentary via social
media posts critical of govern-
ment’s strict, evolving, and imper-
fect, lockdown regulations.

Similarly, the High Court chal-
lenge of government COVID-19
regulations by the self-identified
white supremacist organisation,
Liberty Fighters Network, high-
lights the reactionary racist re-
sponse to a Black-majority
government attempting to shape a
cohesive national response to the
pandemic.

These are examples of the on-
going local challenge of en-
trenched anti-Black racism and
point to the critical work that has
yet to be completed in this coun-

try.
The COVID-19 pandemic has

deepened the structural and sys-
temic inequalities in societies
across the world.

We have shared lockdown as an
urgent and necessary measure in
the interest of public health and
safety.

Racism and police brutality are
public health issues.

It is vital that we recognise that
health is intersectional and a com-
mon struggle.

Collectively speaking out
against anti-Black racism is a mat-
ter of necessity and doing the
work is not optional.

There are different strands to
the experience of grief, despair
and pain that people across this
country and the world are express-
ing.

It is our sincerest prayer that
these protests act as an opening to
revitalise the personal and collec-
tive intent to plot, plan, strategise,
organise and mobilise for the dis-
mantling of anti-Black structures
of oppression.

CMRM affirms solidarity with #BlackLivesMatter movement

MAHMOOD SANGLAY
NINETY years separate two
global economic depressions, in
1930 and 2020. That is exactly
the period that spans the life of
Dawood Khan, from birth to his
ninetieth birthday on June 8.

Abba, as those closest to him
fondly call him, celebrated his
ninetieth birthday this year, quietly
at home in the midst of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The economic depressions may
be useful markers of two eras, for
historical context, in Abba’s life-
time.

However, Abba’s life is worthy
of independent consideration.

In his career of nearly four-and-
a-half decades, he was a salesman,
a businessman, an anti-apartheid
activist and a politician. The single
thread that runs consistently
throughout his life is his struggle
for social justice.

Equally important to him was
his commitment to serve, particu-
larly the elderly, whose pensions
he collected and delivered.

Abba was born in Maitland
and completed his schooling at
Trafalgar High School. His earliest
political consciousness emerged in
the late 1940s with the political
discourse of his high school teach-
ers affiliated to the Non-European
Unity Movement (NEUM).

However, a more direct influ-
ence on Abba came from the anti-
apartheid activist and businessman
in Elsies River, Cassiem Allie, who
inspired him to commit to a life of
political activism.

His first formal political ap-
pointment was in 1966, when he
won the seat of councillor against
a National Party candidate. This
was a first for the area, which was
routinely won by white candi-
dates.

Later that year, Abba was ar-
rested and detained under the 180-
day detention clause. Details of
Abba’s arrest in 1966 appear in
archived records of the famous
South African author Alan Paton’s
newsletter, Contact, published in
the same year.

The richness of Abba’s political
and social life, from all accounts,
is astonishing. There is no formal
narrative of his contribution to
South African politics. The reason
is partly that he is not a conven-
tional party-political operative. He
has a firm mind of his own and
does not readily conform to con-
vention.

In his capacity as politician,
Abba’s life reflects individual con-
science, shifting alliances and inde-
pendent standing. He was a
member of the ANC, then left the
ANC for the United Democratic
Movement and then stood as an

independent candidate in local
council elections. In the local elec-
tions in the Kensington and Fac-
treton area, in 2000, his manifesto
as an independent candidate read,
‘No promises, no lies! Vote inde-
pendent, vote Khan.’

His frank and forthright ap-
proach to community service
earned him the reputation as ‘a
people’s person in the truest sense’
by local community leaders.

Former colleague and Abba’s
successor to the chair at the West-
ern Cape Traders Association
(WCTA), Sharief Hassan, adds
that Abba had always been a prin-
cipled activist. Abba was part of
the WCTA delegation led by Has-
san to Lusaka in 1989, where they
met leading ANC activists like
Thabo Mbeki, Alfred Nzo, Steve
Tshwete and Joe Slovo.

As founder member and chair-
person of WCTA in 1977, he pio-
neered and championed several
campaigns to support black busi-
nesses disadvantaged by apartheid.
One campaign is the support of
the WCTA of the workers of the
Food and Canning Workers’

Union in their dispute with Fatti’s
& Moni’s, in 1979. The campaign
led to the reinstatement of the
workers. Dawood Esack, a com-
munity leader in Kensington, says
a similar successful campaign for
workers was won against Silver-
leaf Bakery.

Activist Shirley Gunn refers to
Abba as ‘the kindest man ever’.
She records in her book Voices
from the Underground, published
in 2019, that in 1982, the workers
of Cape Underwear were gener-
ously supported by donations
from members of the WCTA
under Abba’s leadership.

Aneez Salie, another activist
and journalist at the time, narrates
in the same book how apartheid at
Cape Herald, then owned by the
Argus Group, was opposed
through a boycott and a workers’
strike at the newspaper.

However, Salie told Muslim
Views recently that in order to en-
sure the effectiveness of their cam-
paign, they ‘deployed’ Abba in
1981 as WCTA leader to meet
with the general manager of the
company in the Western Cape. In

this meeting, says Salie, the media
executive was subjected by Abba
to such blistering censure that he
was left at the end of the en-
counter ‘with his tie in his mouth’.
The ANC newsletter, Sechaba, of
January 1981, corroborates the
meeting and mentions Abba by
name.

When veteran activist Oscar
Mpetha was released from prison
(and simultaneously discharged
from hospital) in 1989, at the age
of 80, he specifically asked Abba
to push him by wheelchair to his
freedom.

When Nelson Mandela was re-
leased from prison in 1990, he pre-
ferred not to be escorted by a fleet
of luxury vehicles but by more
modest models. Abba was asked
to arrange this and approached the
late Hamza Esack for a fleet of
Toyotas.

Despite the absence of a for-
mally documented narrative of
Abba’s life, there are abundant
eminent voices and records that at-
test to his valued contribution as a
dedicated advocate for social
justice.

KAUTHAR ROOMANEY
THIS article is dedicated to all
teachers.
Teaching is a job undervalued
and underestimated. Teachers
have the most important job in
the world. We have the ability to
mould future leaders, shape
young minds, change lives, guide
and aid our youth to become
great.

Teachers have the power of ed-
ucating, the power to drive our
learners into becoming smart, re-
silient and brilliant.

Hazrat Ali (RA) stated, ‘If a
person teaches me one single
word, he has made me his servant
for a lifetime.’

That is the value and status of
a teacher. It is the most respected
and dignified profession.

We are not only teachers, we
are role models, parents, counsel-
lors and a very strong support sys-
tem for our learners.

This extends far beyond the
classroom.

Moreover, teaching emulates
the occupation of the Prophet
(SAW), as he said, ‘I have been
sent as a teacher.’ Our Prophet
(SAW) taught with humility and
love.

This brings me to my next
point. When you teach with pas-
sion, you don’t only convey infor-
mation but you convey knowledge
and share a part of yourself.

The ability to touch a life, to
give, to inspire, to guide, to help,
to see your learners smile at you,
greet you in the corridors and
their faces illuminated with under-
standing during a lesson, are a
teacher’s greatest rewards.

Teaching is a vocation, a calling
and is unconditional. Further-

more, when the element of love is
incorporated into any act, it
makes the act a labour of love.

Being an educator, especially
during this global pandemic, I
came to realise that motivating
and empowering others are essen-
tial. From adapting to the chal-
lenges of online teaching to setting
up classrooms for the Grade 12s
and having to get through all the
admin and pressure involved,
make our job even more cumber-
some.

However, the invaluable con-
nections teachers develop with
learners are so meaningful and
precious that makes everything
worth it. Our sole purpose is for
our children to become function-
ing members of society, to become
independent, critical thinkers and,
most of all, to allow them to re-
alise their full potential.

Furthermore, when we see
them progress towards this goal,
we are fulfilled. Teachers are in-
deed the unrecognised, underap-
preciated and unsung heroes,
transmitting knowledge, transmit-
ting truth and transmitting value.
To all the teachers out there, and
my colleagues, I salute you!
Kauthar Roomaney is a survivor,
teacher and motivational speaker.

The survivor’s blog: the value of teachers

Kauthar Roomaney. Photo SUPPLIED

Dawood Khan, right, pictured on his eightieth birthday, in 2010, with Supreme
Court Judge Essa Moosa. The latter defended political detainees during the
apartheid era and died on February 26, 2017. Photo SUPPLIED

Media statement issued by
the CLARMEMONT MAIN
ROAD MASJID BOARD OF
GOVERNORS, on Sunday,
June 7, 2020.

Nine decades in the
life of a fiery activist
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THE brutal murders of Naledi
Phangindawo, a 26-year-old
mother of three, and Tshegofatso
Pule, who was eight months
pregnant, have forced us to relive
the trauma of August 2019
when, in a space of a week,
 University of Cape Town (UCT)
student, Uyinene Mrwetyana,
and boxing champion,
 Leighandre ‘Baby Lee’ Jegels, lost
their lives at the hands of violent
men.

Tragically, these deaths are a
snapshot of the ongoing state of
emergency, where the lives of
women are viewed as a cheap
commodity.

It has not even been a year since
Uyinene’s death yet, despite the
lockdown, there seems to be no
respite from gender-based violence
for women.

It should be noted that these
murders have occurred on the
heels of the president receiving the
National Strategic Plan on Gender
Based Violence and Femicide
(NSP-GBVF) as well as the Emer-
gency Response Action Plan
(ERAP) this May.

This is a clear indicator to the
government that there is no room
to delay in the implementation
process as perpetrators are in no
way deterred, despite massive na-
tional protest action last year.

The NSP is an answer to years
of calls by activists for the govern-
ment to make South Africa safe
for all.

President Ramaphosa, in re-
ceiving the policy, acknowledged
‘South Africa is one of the most
dangerous places in the world to
be a woman’.

It is great news that the imple-
mentation of the NSP adopts a
multi-sectoral approach.

We therefore hope this opens
the discussion for tabling issues
such as gun control in South
Africa where, statistically, legally
owned firearms are the main risk
factor for murder of intimate part-
ners.

It is also time for the govern-
ment to acknowledge and act on
the causal nexus between alcohol
and GBV through effective regula-
tion of liquor licensing and the
sale of alcohol.

The NSP places an onus on the
government to provide victim-cen-
tred and survivor focused accessi-
ble services.

For too long, non-governmen-
tal organisations have borne the
burden of providing support to

victims of GBV through shelters
and trauma centres, with minimal
support from the government.
This has limited the availability of
psychosocial support for victims
and survivors of GBV.

We hope that soon the assis-
tance rendered as per the NSP will
include support to families such as
those of Naledi and Tsegofatso
who often tend to be forgotten.

Naledi was hacked to death by
her boyfriend, outside her family
home, at a family function.

Tshegofatso was last known to
have gone to visit her boyfriend.
These cases thrust the spotlight on
intimate partner violence and the
importance of addressing GBV
prevention.

One of the core outcomes of the
NSP is to develop effective preven-
tion and healing interventions that

target institutions and households,
with a view to stop the violence
before it happens.

One can only hope that the
NSP does not remain a brilliant
document on paper but translates
in its implementation such that
cases like these shall no longer be
a constant feature.

We trust that our public repre-
sentatives will take this opportu-
nity to show leadership on a
matter that is a national crisis.
Issued by Sonke Gender Justice,
a South African-based 
non-profit organisation that
works across Africa to strengthen
government, civil society and
 citizen capacity to promote
 gender equality,  prevent domestic
and sexual  violence, and reduce
the spread and impact of HIV
and AIDS.

No respite from gender-based violence
for women despite COVID-19 pandemic

THE government plans for
 reopening schools went ahead on
June 8. But COVID-19 infections
and deaths are rapidly increasing.
Testing is still severely delayed,
and effective tracking and tracing
isn’t yet in place.

In response to this, the govern-
ment seems inclined to narrow the
criteria for who gets tested even
while pushing to reopen schools!
But we need all these public health
measures to identify infection clus-
ters and learn how reopening
schools affects viral spread so we
can respond appropriately.

Announcing re-opening dates
before schools had all safety meas-
ures in place and before we were
able to track and trace the pan-
demic was arbitrary and prema-
ture. Any decision to re-open had
to follow the evidence of health
and safety at schools and the soci-
etal state of spread/ containment
of the virus.

Some loud voices insist that
children are at lower risk of suffer-
ing COVID-19 symptoms so
schools must reopen immediately.
But the evidence on how children
transmit the virus is not yet clear
in South Africa or internationally.

We do not know how much
children can infect adults, espe-
cially those who are elderly or at
high risk. It is irresponsible to in-
sist on using partial and conflict-
ing evidence to make unqualified
claims about the safety of opening
schools.

Given this context, society is
not yet ready to safely reopen or-
dinary schools, special schools,
special care centres and early
childhood development centres.

Our education system is un-
equal and unjust. The short-term
plan must use this time of school
closure to prepare and strengthen
education and contribute to the
goals of a longer-term plan for es-
tablishing a unified education sys-
tem that serves all our children
justly, freely and equally.

We have an unusual opportu-
nity to address long-standing in-
justices. We should not waste it!

We must all think creatively, to-

gether, about how to educate each
other in this time of crisis and how
to use this time to bend schooling
towards free, equal education for
all.

Education is wider than school-
ing: education is about learning to
live together critically in the world
as it is, struggling towards the bet-
ter world we must build. This so-
cial learning must lie at the heart
of our struggle against COVID-
19, the social crisis it has intensi-
fied and the unjust, unequal
education system.

Who decides?

Schools and education centres
are social resources and human
communities for the public good.
Millions of learners and care-
givers, and hundreds of thousands
of teachers, ECD practitioners, ad-
ministrative clerks and auxiliary
staff are involved in education.

The minister and education bu-
reaucracy can’t unilaterally an-
nounce when it is safe to reopen.
People themselves, in local school
communities, must be integral to
deciding democratically whether
and when they are ready to re-
open schools, in context, equitably
and safely across society. People’s
involvement must extend beyond
‘consulting’ SGBs.

In line with democratic princi-
ples, we demand that the national
and provincial education depart-
ments make policymaking trans-

parent and open to real public en-
gagement.

Importantly, the national De-
partment of Basic Education must
develop clear roles and responsi-
bilities, and hold provinces to ac-
count for failing to comply with its
directives.

This will reduce the petty
power struggles and bickering
over responsibilities which have
made our schools a battleground
for party politics, spreading con-
fusion and undermining coherent
and realistic policymaking.

Prepare infrastructure 
and support teachers

Poor infrastructure and insuffi-
cient support for teachers are cen-
tral obstacles to responding
effectively to COVID-19. So the
Department of Basic Education
should work hand-in-hand with
the public to pursue concrete
measures, with all effort, immedi-
ately.

Support schools 
to serve communities

Communities have real, serious
needs for nutrition and childcare
because the economy is forcing
caregivers to risk their lives and re-
turn to work for others’ profits
and to earn just enough to eat.

We must address these needs by
understanding and using schools
as community resources while
they are closed for formal teaching

and learning. When teaching re-
sumes, schools will have stronger
relationships with their commu-
nity and continue to build on these
programmes.

To this end, the Department of
Basic Education must work to-
gether with the Department of So-
cial Development to recognise and
strengthen the social role of
schools in communities.

Support schools 
for social learning

Government’s obsession with
‘saving’ the academic year is unre-
alistic and unjust. Attempts to
save the school year must be
dropped.

It is unrealistic because the gov-
ernment’s regulation that only 50
per cent of learners can be at
school at any time means that
learners (outside of grade 12) will
be out of school half the time.
Schools that reopen may need to
re-close; many teachers and learn-
ers will spend time at home, in
quarantine or isolating. Given this,
it will be impossible to ‘complete’
the CAPS curriculum on its own
terms.

It is unjust because the curricu-
lum has already been failing us, as
those struggling for free, de-
colonised education have articu-
lated. Curriculum should define
what people and communities be-
lieve is important for everyone to
know and be able to do, and iden-

tify human knowledge and skills
which should be accessible to all.

Moreover, education should en-
able and enrich life, learning, and
life-making, together for all.

It is not just about ensuring that
the minority of learners who ma-
triculate have a certificate for an
inequitable and unjust job market.

The government’s insistence on
‘saving the academic year’ priori-
tises saving face over supporting
everyone to learn.

Dropping the folly of trying to
save the academic year will give
the school system the flexibility to
respond to the pandemic when,
for example, infections increase
exponentially or when schools re-
spond to the psychosocial, food
and health needs of learners.

Together, we can build a just
and emancipatory popular educa-
tion using social learning.

To do this, national and provin-
cial education departments must
work together with schools, fami-
lies and communities to support
learning.

Education departments must
publicly acknowledge that the ed-
ucation system has failed our chil-
dren, and openly ask for the
public’s help to fundamentally
transform the education system to
ensure equitable and truly inclu-
sive participation for all.

Strengthen education 
financing and governance
Over the medium term, the na-

tional Department of Basic Educa-
tion must recognise that three
issues are the key drivers of in-
equality and injustice in education:
financing, school choice and de-
centralisation.

COVID-19 has shown us how
violently unequal our schools are.
During the democratic transition,
we had an opportunity to create a
unified education system that
serves all our children justly, freely
and equally. We squandered that
opportunity.

COVID-19 has given us a pre-
cious second chance. For the sake
of our children and those who
have yet to come, we dare not
squander it again.
For the full statement, and the
list of signatories, email C19
 People’s Coalition and its
 Education Working Group at
email address:
covid19peoplesaction@gmail.com

No! to just opening schools. Yes! to opening schools justly.

Students and their teachers are vulnerable to the ravages of COVID-19. Photo 123RF

This is an abridged version
of the statement issued by
the C19 People’s Coalition
and its Education Working
Group.
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NABILA MAYET
AS we are now full swing into
the coldest months of the year
and temperatures drop
 dramatically, countrywide, many
of us are fortunate to have warm
homes stocked with blankets and
other heating aids.

This is not the case for the

many vulnerable South Africans
living in informal settlements who
have to endure the cold with very

little respite. They face a different
reality every single day.

Help us to help warm these vul-

nerable men, women and children,
and follow the sunnah of our
Prophet (SAW) who said: ‘The be-

liever’s shade on the Day of Resur-
rection will be his charity.’ (Tir-
midhi)

This winter, you could keep
even one person warm by provid-
ing winter warmer packs to those
in need.

For more information and to
donate visit www.islamic-
relief.org.za

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -

Help keep someone warm this winter

A refugee child keeps warm close to
her tent in a refugee camp.

Photo SUPPLIED

A refugee child standing between donated blankets and clothes on a washing line. Photo SUPPLIED

Two children keeping warm in a
refugee camp. Photo SUPPLIED
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ZEINOUL ABEDIEN CAJEE
and MICKAEEL YASSER

COLLIER
SIMPLY put, waqf is an
amaanah. We know that
 everything between the heavens
and earth belongs to Allah. And
everything that we as humans
have belongs to Allah.

What we then have is entrusted
to us from the True Owner, who is
Al Malik, or Maalik al-Mulk, who
is Supreme King, Lord, Owner,
Possessor and Master of all
worlds, the known and the un-
known, the manifest and the un-
manifest.

We also know that when we are
gone, everything returns to Allah
because He is the ultimate owner
and Inheritor: Al-Waarith – the
One who remains after all of cre-
ation has perished; the One to
whom all returns; the One who
has everlasting ownership of all
that has ever been and that will
ever be; the One to whom all pos-
sessions return when the possessor
is gone; the One who inherits all
that we have done.

And He is the Best of Inheritors
(Quran 21:89). Can we deny this?

When we give out of the good-
will of our hearts as a voluntary
gift to Allah, as a waqf, in reality,
we are giving back to Allah what
really belongs to Him.

In another verse Allah says:

‘Whatever you have will perish.
Whatever is Allah’s will endure.’
(Quran 16:96) And for this gift,
Allah has promised multiplied re-
wards, forgiveness, to the giver
and gratitude from Him.

Waqf or, as it is also referred to,
sadaqah jaariyah, is a sadaqah
that gives perpetual benefit (spiri-
tually and materially) to both the
giver and the beneficiary. What we
wish to focus on here is that waqf
is an amaanah.

A donor or one who makes a
waqf (waqif/ah – male or female),
literally entrusts the waqf to an in-
stitution as a trustee of Allah – as
a khalifah fil ard.

The persons who take care of
and are conferred the custodian-
ship of the waqf are the mu-
tawallees or mutawalliyahs.

As a point to note, Hafsa, the
daughter of the great Caliph Umar
(RA), was appointed the mutawal-
liyyah of his waqf in Khaibar,
north of the city of Madinah Mu-
nawwarah.

Their duty, and their succes-
sors’ duty, is to ensure the protec-
tion of the waqf; to ensure that the
stipulated beneficiaries are duly
supported or that their mandate is
carried out with the utmost dili-
gence, care and compassion.

Herein lies the problem. If the
mutawallees do not carry out the
mandate of the waqif/ah, usurp
the rights of beneficiaries, mis-

manage the asset and do not carry
out their duties in the best interest
of the waqif/ah (pl: waqifoon),
apart from the sin that it carries, it
is likely that the general public will
lose trust in the institution and its
mutawallees.

The repercussions of this will
be manifold.

Donors and other stakeholders
will no longer trust the institution
and its mutawallees, and this will
be the beginning of the end of that
institution.

The risk of mismanagement,
misappropriation, fraud, manipu-
lation and corruption in any waqf
institution will have dire conse-
quences.

Waqf institutions, therefore,
need to have clear governance
policies in place, ethical and fair
conduct in the affairs of the insti-
tution that will have the opposite
effect: more trust will be earned
and more donors will donate.

But it is not only the donors
that we have to be concerned
about.

There are many other stake-
holders in an institution.

In any scenario, we will have
external stakeholders as well as in-
ternal stakeholders. These form
the waqf ecosystem. In the South
African scenario, the external
stakeholders will be the NGO sec-
tor; banker/s; SARS; master of the
High Court/ CIPC [Companies

and Intellectual Property Commis-
sion]; religious sector; broader
community, and the international
community.

The internal stakeholders may
be named as follows: mutawallees;
patrons; donors; auditors; legal
and shariah advisors; staff; volun-
teers; beneficiaries; partner organ-
isations; funders; community, and
service providers.

Imagine if trust is broken, rep-
utation is damaged and stakehold-
ers are no longer willing to be
associated with the organisation
or institution.

That will certainly spell the de-
mise of the institution.

Clearly, any action that will
lead to mistrusting the institution
will need to be thought through
carefully so that it can be avoided
at all costs.

No waqf institution can afford
to lose the trust that it has earned
over years, decades and centuries.

Many waqfs and, generally,
NGOs have failed their donors by
mismanagement, usurpation, mis-
appropriation, theft, fraud, waste,
excessive remuneration and other
misdemeanors.

Going into the future, with best
technology and qualified person-
nel who are driven by pleasing
Allah, who are passionately com-
mitted to the vision, and mission
of the institution, surely they will
do the ummah proud by acting in

the best interest of the waqif/ah
and the purpose for which the
waqf was created.

There has to be a constant ef-
fort in building trust. Zig Ziglar is
quoted as saying, ‘If people like
you they’ll listen to you but if they
trust you they’ll do business with
you.’ This is true.

So how do we build and main-
tain this trust as custodians of the
amaanah?

In dealing with stakeholders,
we need to be honest, transparent
and accountable; to act ethically
and with integrity, continue to
build goodwill and reputation,
under-promise and over-deliver,
offer great service to donors and
beneficiaries, be efficient and
friendly in dealings, comply with
rules and regulations, be mindful
of shariah and Allah at all times,
and have best practices in corpo-
rate governance.

‘The person who shows great
respect to my waqfs and who
works for expanding the revenues
of these awqaf will be rewarded in
the presence of Allah, and will be
protected against worldly sor-
rows.’ (Sultan Suleman, the law-
giver, as stated in his waqfiyyah.)

In the end, we only take good
deeds with us.
Zeinoul Abedien Cajee and
Mickaeel Yasser Collier are the
CEO and deputy CEO of Awqaf
SA, respectively.

Waqf as amaanah – built on honesty, transparency and accountability
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SHARMILAH 
ADAMS-ISRAEL

WE are faced with unprecedented
times of uncertainty and
 instability, which is causing lots
of stress and anxiety in most
 people. Coupled with 
COVID-19, dysfunction that
 already exists in a family unit is
met with further havoc, chaos
and turmoil.

It would be important to look
at the definition of restoration,
which is to repair, reclean, recon-
nect and rebuffer. It is something
that is crumbling and needs re-
building. This could be done by
starting to identify the problem
that the family is faced with.

Once identified, it would serve
as an indication as to what needs
to be worked on.

Of course, each individuals
needs to look at their role that has
brought to this dysfunction and
that is a huge step – to be able to
take ownership of their role that
brought about the crumbling of
the family unit.

Restoration of the family can
be on various levels or it could en-
capsulate mental (emotional),
physical, financial or spiritual as-
pects. There are no perfect families
but there can be healthy families –
a healthy family unit is where love,
compassion, respect and family
members can develop healthy cop-
ing mechanisms to deal with con-
flict.

It is important that a strong re-
lationship exists between a parent/
caregiver and children as it gives a
child a sense of belonging; and
when a sense of belonging exists,
one of the primary needs of
human beings is being met.

On the other hand, the charac-
teristics of a dysfunctional family
is where members lack empathy,
have poor communication, emo-
tional or physical abuse is present
or when there are other social ills,
such as substance abuse and do-
mestic violence.

With the unnerving COVID-19
pandemic and the loss of life that
comes with it, it seems like the per-
fect time to look at restoring fam-
ilies. During the period of

lockdown, living harmoniously
with one another is pivotal to
maintaining a healthy state of
mind.

When looking at a family, it is
not looking at individuals but at
the whole family unit. Each mem-
ber within the family has a role to
play.

Family estrangement affects
countless families – it is a heart-
breaking, global issue and many
families don’t even know where to
start in mending that rift.

Depending on circumstances,
there are small steps that could be
taken to bridge that gap and, once
again, identifying the root of the
problem, family members taking
ownership for the part in the
breakdown and then ultimately
working on the problem, would be
small steps in the restoration of
families. Many a time, the accu-
mulated umbrage could be from
years of family conflict but if just
one person in the family unit could
start the process, it could provide
a roadmap to heal a history of
conflict within families.

The damage and hatred was
not created overnight, rather,
sometimes, through years and the
intergenerational trauma that ex-
ists could get passed from parent
to child.

The dialogue amongst families
needs to change. Sadly, many
times it is too late, when that fam-
ily member has passed on. By
then, there is the additional grief

of not only the death but the loss
of the relationship that ended; a
relationship that an individual
never had.

Fear is a major hurdle that
stops families from trying to sal-
vage relationships – fear of the un-
expected, fear of rejection, that if
they reached out, it would not be
met with warmth but apprehen-
sion and conflict.

Simple steps are laid down to
start the process of restoring fam-
ilies.
l Forgiveness
l Willingness to look within one-

self and take responsibility for
the part in the breakdown.

l Being open-minded about your
own flaws.

l Establishing firm boundaries on
the way forward.

l There are always two sides,
seeking family therapy or a me-
diator to hear both sides and
being impartial.

l Working through old, unre-
solved hurts.

l Looking for the good in the
other person.

l Changing the way things were
done previously.

l Developing new and healthy
coping mechanisms to deal
with conflict.

l Making the necessary internal
and external social changes and
accommodating the reality that
changes will take time if the re-
spective parties are willing to
work on the relationships.
We are going through devasta-

tion and there is no way to lessen
the devastation that is happening
globally but to try to ‘normalise’
it.

Families play a huge role to feel
loved, to belong, and when that is
disrupted, our human need is un-
settled; and to be able to start the
journey of Family Restoration is a
unique and powerful journey.

The end result would be com-
munities changing and living in a
world where compassion and em-
pathy can be shown. It starts with
just one person.
Sharmilah Adams-Israel [BA
(UWC); GSB (UCT); Grad Dipl
(SACAP)] is an addictions
 counsellor and family therapist.

Family Restoration: start with small steps
Health File

Sharmilah Adams-Israel.
Photo SUPPLIED

Many a time, the
 accumulated umbrage
could be from years of

family conflict but if just
one person in the family

unit could start the
process, it could provide 

a roadmap to heal a
 history of conflict...

For Sales & Trade Inquiries Contact Dawood Kagee:
Fax: (021) 692 2452  |  Cell: 084 556 2967  |  email: dkagee@hotmail.com

For Sales & Trade Inquiries Contact Dawood Kagee:

PPP

Let YOUR legacy be a society free from hunger
Join the #Sharethecare Food Security Endowment

FAST OF
STARVATION

Let’s BREAK the 

DONATE TO THE
#Sharethecare Food Security

ENDOWMENT

Share the Care
FNB 
Account No: 62809924980
Branch Code: 250655
Ref: Name/Cell Number

awqafsa.org.za



Muslim Views . June 2020 21

DR TONY TOM
THE most concerning element as
we navigate our way through the
COVID-19 pandemic is trying to
understand something so new to
the world.

We are all learning as we go,
and a part of that is developing an
acute level of self-awareness about
our own health. Too often, we are
a nation of ‘walk it off! It’ll be
fine! I don’t want to cause a fuss!’

This attitude may have seen us
through many times but COVID-
19 has changed that. It’s time to
start tuning into our bodies, recog-
nising signs of danger early on and
taking action. We can save our
own lives and the lives of others if
we change our mindset.

Many patients have died from
COVID-19 because they did not
respond to the signs telling them
to go to hospital. Breathing diffi-
culty, hyperventilating and colour
changes in the hands and lips are
all signals that it’s time to seek
medical help or you could pay
with your life.

COVID-19 affects the respira-
tory system, meaning one of the
body’s primary reactions to the
virus is Acute Respiratory Distress
Syndrome (ARDS). Understanding
what this is, recognising the signs
and taking immediate action could
be the difference between life and
death.

ARDS is a serious lung condi-
tion caused by a build-up of fluid
on the lungs. This build-up of fluid
can cause serious problems be-
cause it can prevent oxygen from
getting into the blood. Without

oxygen, the organs in the body
will shut down.

There are a number of condi-
tions that can cause ARDS but the
most common causes are infection
and sepsis. Sepsis is a serious ill-
ness that occurs when an infection
spreads throughout the body. Dif-
ferent kinds of infections, includ-
ing viruses, can result in the
development of sepsis.

It can also be caused by some-
thing as simple as not cleaning a
cut properly and the bacteria get-
ting into the bloodstream, breath-
ing vomit into the lungs, a lung
infection (pneumonia) or serious
injury.

Common symptoms of ARDS
include difficulty in breathing,
breathing at a much faster rate
than normal (hyperventilating)
and the lips and/ or fingertips tak-
ing on a slightly blue tinge (due to

lack of oxygen flow).
Depending on the cause of the

ARDS, there can be other symp-
toms, including a fever and/ or
cough, such as in COVID-19 pa-
tients.

If you have any of the symp-
toms mentioned above but are not
in a hospital, you (or the person
with you) should call a doctor im-
mediately. If a doctor is not able to
see you right away or you can’t
reach them by phone, do not wait.
Go directly to your nearest ER de-
partment.

The doctor will examine you
and perform a chest X-ray. They
may also conduct a CT scan of
your lungs. A CT scan uses X-rays
and a computer to create detailed
images of the inside of the body.

Depending on the severity of
your symptoms, the doctor may
decide to conduct further tests to
determine what’s causing the
ARDS.

ARDS is treated in hospital,
usually in the intensive care unit
(ICU).

People who have difficulty
breathing may be treated with
high amounts of oxygen. Those
who are severely struggling to
breathe usually require a breathing

tube, which is inserted into the
lungs via the mouth.

The other end of the tube is at-
tached to a ventilator or life sup-
port machine that provides
mechanical ventilation by moving
breathable air into and out of the
lungs when the patient is physi-
cally unable to breathe.

With the tube in place, patients
are not able to eat or talk.

They are usually sedated,
meaning that they are given medi-
cine to make them very sleepy,
which helps them not feel pain or
anxiety.

Once people can breathe on
their own again, the doctor can re-
move the tube and take them off
the ventilator.

If the ARDS is caused by a less
serious condition that can be
treated without using oxygen, the
doctor will treat it without admit-
ting the patient to the ICU.

For example, lung infections
might be treated with antibiotics
or other medicines and, depending
on their severity, hospital stays
may be short or unnecessary. But,
always go to hospital immediately
to be assessed by a medical profes-
sional if you experience any diffi-
culty breathing.

A number of problems can
occur during treatment. For exam-
ple, people may develop a lung in-
fection contracted via germs in the
hospital. Another issue is that or-
gans in the body may stop work-
ing due to lack of oxygen.

Although some people with
ARDS do not recover, many do.
People who get better will often
have long-term lung problems
caused by ARDS. They may also
find that they are physically
weaker than they were prior to the
ARDS and may have concentra-
tion and thinking problems, which
is a result of the brain not having
received enough oxygen when
they were ill.

If at any time you feel unusually
short of breath or are struggling to
breathe, call your doctor or go to
the emergency room immediately.

COVID-19 deaths are more
preventable if you take action the
moment you notice any of the
symptoms listed above. If you do
that, you give yourself and your
medical carers the best chance of
treating you successfully.
Dr Tony Tom [MBChB (UFS),
FCP (SA), MMED (UFS)] is a
specialist physician at Melomed
Tokai.

PROVIDING AFFORDABLE QUALITY HEALTHCARE.www.melomed.co.za

MELOMED SPECIALIST 
PHYSICIANS.

For more information contact us at info@melomed.co.za

MELOMED 
BELLVILLE

Dr P Roelofse  
021 949 8598/2 
Dr I Hargey  
021 949 9417
Dr V Leboho 
021 950 8917

MELOMED 
GATESVILLE 

Dr I Abdullah 
021 633 4647/80 
Dr N Abrahams 
021 699 0095
Dr C Arendse 
021 637 7276
Dr BA Gafoor  
021 637 7079
Drs Dr Y Garach 
021 699 1677
Dr S Rajpaul  
021 637 5644
Dr Z Solomons 
021 699 8292

MELOMED
MITCHELLS 
PLAIN

Dr E Danso 
021 392 6136
Dr T Mudaly 
021 391 6255
Dr R Samson 
021 391 2020
Dr JP Kanyik 
021 392 3126

MELOMED 
TOKAI

Dr V Moodley 
021 712 5721
Dr J Naidoo 
021 712 2957
Dr T Tom  
021 761 5697
Dr C Balkema 
021 712 5898

 

What media never told you about COVID-19

Doctor Tony Tom. Photo SUPPLIED



Muslim Views . June 202022

NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN
www.mg.co.za/ysa2020

For sales enquiries contact : Mahlodi Makate | 011 250 7399 | mahlodim@mg.co.za 

2020

ZEENAT MOOSA HASSAN
THE ongoing drought in the
Sindh province of Pakistan is
 rapidly developing into one of
the worst disasters in the country.

Farming is the main source of
income for hundreds of families
living in this remote region.

However, unreliable rainfall has
caused their animals and plants to
perish, and the farmers and their
families have no income, no food
and no water.

For women like Siyani, the
water crisis is even more personal.
Her daughter, Sahib, like most
young girls in her community, was
responsible for collecting water for
her family.

Every day, she would make the
perilous three-kilometre journey
to the nearest well in the middle of
the desert.

She would walk barefooted in
the hot, baking sun to fetch water
that was dirty and riddled with
disease. Nonetheless, it is the clos-
est water source for her family,
and the only way they can survive
another day.

On one of her treks to the
water well, Sahib was accompa-
nied by her mother. As Sahib was
pulling up the bucket of water, she
lost her balance and fell headfirst
into the well.

Her mother, Siyani, did not
know what to do. She frantically
started screaming and ran towards
the nearby mosque for help. By the

time she got there and got some-
one to help, her daughter had al-
ready drowned.

‘My daughter fell into the well.
I ran for help but it was too late.
She died and I lost my mind,’ cries
Siyani.

This horrendous incident has
traumatised Siyani, who will never
see her daughter again.

Sahib lost her life while draw-
ing a bucket of dirty water.

According to global non-profit
organisation Water.org, more than
785 million people around the
world live without access to safe,
clean water.

Women alone spend 200 mil-
lion hours collecting water every
day.

The tragic story of Sahib is not
unique. In fact, it is a sad reality
for thousands of young girls
across Pakistan and around the
world who use poorly maintained
wells with broken boundary walls.

At Muslim Hands, we are
doing all we can to prevent
women and children from risking
their lives while collecting water.

With your generous support,
we can build a community well in
Siyani’s village, giving her and the
rest of her community easy and di-
rect access to clean, fresh water
that can be used for cleaning,
cooking and drinking.

Not only will the new well be
closer and safer to use but it will

also reduce deaths caused by ill-
ness from dirty water.

There are several other ways
that we address the water crisis
around the world.

Some of our water projects
serve individual families, while
others are aimed at assisting small
towns and large villages like
Siyani’s.

Our Safe Water Fund is a great
way of ensuring that your dona-
tions help communities around the
world, who need it most.

For more information on our
water projects, please visit mus-
limhands.co.za or call the office
on 021 633 6413 to donate to our
Safe Water Fund today.

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -
Dying for water in Pakistan

Siyani, one of the women in Sindh, Pakistan, who walk miles to collect water for
her family. Photo SUPPLIED

Young girls in Sindh, in Pakistan, have to walk miles to fetch water for their
 families. Photo SUPPLIED
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NAZREEN SALIE
TUN Datuk Seri (Dr) Haji
 Mohammad Ali bin Mohammad
Rustam made history this month
when he was sworn in as the
 seventh governor of the State of
Melaka, Malaysia.

He became the first Melakan-
born native to do so in 63 years.
Fondly known as ‘Bapa pemban-
gunan’, or the Father of Develop-
ment, Rustam takes over the reins
from Tun Mohammad Khalil
Yaakob, who has retired.

Following the announcement of
his appointment, Ali and his fam-
ily were quarantined at home in
preparation for the official swear-
ing-in ceremony, which took place
in Kuala Lumpur, on June 4,
2020.

The new governor received the
official letter of appointment, re-
ferred to as the Watikah Pelan-
tikan Tuan Yang Terutama (TYT)
Yang Di-Pertua Negeri Melaka,
and was conferred the award of
Darjah Kebesaran Seri Maharaja
Mangku Negara – Grand Com-
mander of the Order of the De-
fender of the Realm.

The official ceremony was
presided over by the Yang Diper-
tua Agong of Malaysia, His
Majesty Al-Sultan Abdullah Ri’ay-
atuddin Al-Mustafa Billah Shah at
the Istana Negara.

This is good news for the peo-
ple of Melaka who have long been
looking forward to the governor
of the State of Melaka being se-
lected from Melaka’s native sons.

Since the country’s independ-
ence in August 1957, six Yang di-
Pertua Negeri were elected from

outside Melaka. Two were from
the State of Perak while others
were from the states of Negeri
Sembilan, Selangor, Kedah and Pa-
hang.

Ali Rustam is a native of the
state and was born on August 24,
1949, in Kampung Bukit Katil. He
married Hajah Asmah Binti Abdul
Rahman in 1985. They were
blessed with three children, two
sons and a daughter: Mohammad
Ridhwan (UMNO Hang Tuah
Jaya Division Chief), Wan Nazirah
and Mohammad Hamka.

Appointed Chief Minister of
Melaka from 1999 to 2013, Mo-
hammad Ali Rustam served three
terms as chief minister and suc-
ceeded in making Melaka a devel-
oped state by 2010.

Melaka has grown in the
tourism sector with a range of

products, such as Taming Sari
Tower, Melaka River Cruise and
more attractions targeting the
growing market.

His achievements and leader-
ship resulted in notable accolades,
such as having Melaka declared a
United Nations World Heritage
City and Malaysia’s highest state
per capita income.

Rustam was a member of the
UMNO Supreme Council,
UMNO vice-president, President
Belia 4B Malaysia, president of the
Malay World Islamic World
(Dunia Melay Dunia Islam –
DMDI), president of the World
Youth Foundation (WYF) and the
World Assembly of Youth (WAY).

Dunia Melay Dunia Islam –
The Malay and Islamic World –
was established in 2000 as a result
of the Resolution of the first

Malay and Islamic World Conven-
tion to unite all Malay Muslim
communities around the world.

The organisation serves to pro-
vide opportunities for leaders from
the Malay Muslim world to come
together to discuss issues of com-
mon interest in the field of educa-
tion, economy, culture, social
sciences and technology.

Rustam visited South Africa in
2006 at the request of veteran
Malay-heritage activist, Bapak
Haji Ismail Petersen, president of
the Indonesian and Malaysian
Seamen’s Club, founded in 1945.
He was also received by then pre-
mier of the Western Cape, Ambas-
sador Ebrahim Rasool.

After signing a Memorandum
of Understanding, DMDI South
Africa was established. Amongst
the first member countries, a Ba-

hasa Melayu teacher – the Malay
language – was deployed to Inter-
national Peace College South
Africa, in Cape Town, for a three-
year period.

This was to enable the teaching
of the language at the institution
to students and for community
members, of which the youngest
learner was an 8-year-old direct
descendent of Tuan Guru.

During Ramadaan 1441,
DMDI South Africa partnered
with the Humanitarian Outreach
Foundation to support more than
25 schools in Mitchells Plain,
Cape Town.

These schools run daily feed-
ings schemes for learners and the
most vulnerable in their commu-
nity.

Despite challenges, these
schools were able to support im-
poverished learners and the elderly
for the day through the generous
donation of more than 23 DMDI
country members.

DMDI-SA offers undergraduate
and post-graduate opportunities
for Muslim students in Malaysia.
Aimed primarily at households
with a combined monthly income
of less than USD 300 per month,
partial scholarships are available
for students who fall in the higher
combined monthly household in-
come bracket.
For more information about
DMDI South Africa, visit
www.mobical.me/dmdis-
outhafrica or contact Nazreen
Salie on 076 454 3486 or Saadiq
Mathews on 083 501 5888.
Nazreen Salie writes in her
 professional capacity as the
 chairman of DMDI-South Africa.

New governor for Malaysia’s Melaka State has strong links to Cape Town

The seventh governor of the State of
Melaka, in Malaysia, Dr Haji 
Mohammad Ali bin Mohammad
 Rustam, taking the oath of office. He
is the first Melakan-born native to
 become governor in 63 years. Rustam
visited South Africa in 2006.

Photo SUPPLIED

The constitutional monarch and head of state of Malaysia, Yang Dipertua Agong
Al-Sultan Abdullah Ri’ayatuddin Al-Mustafa Billah Shah (right) conferring
Melaka’s governor, Dr Haji Mohammad Ali bin Mohammad Rustam (left), with the
title Tun. This title is conferred by the Yang Dipertua Agong to a deserving
 recipient for contribution in a positive way to the nation. It is Malaysia’s most
 senior federal title. Photo SUPPLIED
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A DOCUMENTARY produced
by Heba Nimer for Al Jazeera
Arabic is certain to play a major
part in not only introducing
Imam Abdullah Haron to an
Arab-speaking audience but in
keeping his legacy alive.

The content of the 45-minute
documentary is based on inter-
views with Farid Sayed, Muslim
Views editor, radio host Shafiq
Morton, the daughters of Imam
Haron, Shamela Shamis and
Fatiema Haron-Masoet, grandson
Khalid Shamis, Cassiem Khan, di-
rector of the Imam Haron Foun-
dation, Barney Desai’s daughter,
Zivia Desai, Dr Ursula Gunther,
German academic, and Dean
Michael Weeder of St George’s
Cathedral.

The documentary details the
life of, unquestionably, one of the
most influential Muslim leaders
that South Africa has produced,
Imam Abdullah Haron.

Hailed as a ‘hero and martyr’
by Khalid, Abdullah Haron was
appointed imam in 1955 due to
his ‘wisdom and insight’.

Morton described how he cre-
ated ‘political awareness’ and
‘promoted basic human rights’.

This is also the view of Sayed,
who stated that Imam Haron in-
spired the youth to ‘political ac-
tivism’ and ‘social justice’.

The documentary, apart from
showcasing the Imam’s life, is par-
ticularly relevant in the context of
the Imam’s family having recently
requested an official inquest into
the circumstances of his death.

The official version that he died
due to injuries sustained by falling
down some stairs does not accord
with the injuries found by pathol-
ogists examining his body, noted
Sayed.

Imam Haron’s compassion for
the downtrodden and concern for
the well-being of all is legendary.

Shamela Shamis stated that
while he worked for Wilson
Rowntree’s as a sales agent, he
moved around in the Langa,
Gugulethu and Nyanga town-
ships, where he met with the fam-
ilies of activists who had been
detained by the security police.
This allowed him to deepen his
contact with political activists.

Cassiem Khan revealed that
Imam Haron distributed money to
the families of the activists, which
was provided by Canon John

Collins, the Anglican priest who
had established the British Defence
and Aid Fund, after the Imam’s
visit to London.

The security police regarded
Imam Haron as a threat. They
were aware of his popularity in the
African townships and sectors of
the Muslim community and, ac-
cording to Khan, were concerned
that he would galvanise them
against the apartheid regime.

He refutes the perception that
the Imam was a member of the
Pan Africanist Congress, declaring
that he did not join any political
party. This perception might have
been influenced by the fact that he
supported the PAC (and the
ANC), met with PAC leaders – in-
cluding Robert Sobukwe – locally
and abroad, and PAC member
Barney Desai, author of his biog-
raphy, The Killing of the Imam.

Sayed spoke of Imam Haron’s
condemnation of apartheid and
the classification of the population
into ‘white’ and ‘non-white’, and
the sub-division into ‘African’,
‘coloured’ and ‘indian’.

Unfortunately, he faced chal-
lenges from within his own com-
munity, namely, informers the
security police had planted among
his own people. The Imam used to
hold secret meetings at his home

and regularly received visits from
the police.

The ulama refused to support
Imam Haron on the grounds, ac-
cording to Ziva Desai, that the
government did not ‘act’ against
Muslims.

According to Morton, the
ulama told him to ‘keep quiet’ so
as not to get them into trouble.
They remained silent even after his
detention, despite him being a
member of the Muslim Judicial
Council.

Ursula Gunther spoke about his
resoluteness in refusing to provide
the security police with the names
of people he had met in Saudi Ara-
bia, Cairo and London, who he
was giving money to and informa-
tion on – what they suspected –
the recruitment of young people
for military training abroad – de-
spite incessant interrogation and
torture.

Imam Haron was innovative in
getting information on his deten-
tion to his family and his col-
league, Barney Desai, whose book
was partly based on the letters
written by Imam Haron and
smuggled from prison by his son,
Muhammad, in a flask! This anec-
dote, not generally known save
among the family members, was
recounted by his daughter,
Shamela Shamis.

The impact of Imam Haron’s
death – on September 27, 1969 –
can be deduced from the fact that
his funeral was attended by over

30 000, representing a broad sec-
tor of South African society. It
was, as Zivia Desai suggests, a po-
litical statement against the
apartheid regime. Sayed recalled
that on the night of his burial,
Cape Town experienced a tremor.

What is missing from the docu-
mentary is the encouragement
Imam Haron received from one of
his teachers, Shaikh Ismail Ganief,
to participate in community af-
fairs. One would also like to know
what impact the Non-European
Unity Movement had on his think-
ing.

Imam Haron is known to have
been a supporter of al-Ikhwan al-
Muslim, in Egypt. Did he meet
with them on his trip to Cairo, in
addition to his meeting with polit-
ical activists? The documentary is
silent on this.

This documentary is a tribute
to a personality who continues to
serve as a model for activists today
as well as a symbol of hope,
though many years have passed
since his martyrdom.

The South African government
has recognised his contribution to
the struggle against apartheid by
declaring the mosque where he
preached, commonly known as
Stegman Rd Mosque, in Clare-
mont, and his gravesite, in Mow-
bray, as provincial heritage sites,
in September 2019.

Like Ahmad Timol and Steve
Biko, the file on Imam Haron’s in-
quest is not closed.

Discussions with Dangor
Imam Haron’s legacy lives on in Al Jazeera documentary

The documentary details the life of one of the most influential
Muslim leaders that South Africa has produced, writes
 EMERITUS PROFESSOR SULEMAN DANGOR.
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SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS
IN the wake of the destruction
caused by heavy rains, gale force
winds and in the midst of the
COVID-19 pandemic, Sanzaf has
stepped up its Operation Winter
Warmth efforts with the

 intention of providing warm,
 nutritious meals and blankets to
those in need.

Operation Winter Warmth is a
national initiative aimed at bring-
ing hope to the elderly, men
women and children.

This is done through outreach

programmes and where those in
need are provided with hot food
for nourishment, blankets and
grocery hampers due to food inse-
curity, in the communities that we
serve.

Our winter appeal welcomes
goods in kind donations.

For as little as R300, you can
make an impact by providing a
family with a grocery hamper and
R150 to purchase a blanket for a
person experiencing homelessness
to stay warm this winter.

The case workers at the South
African National Zakah Fund of-
fers a holistic service to members
of the public, and each individual
is assessed based on their need,
and guided by the virtues of za-
kaah.

If you would like to assist and
support Sanzaf, kindly contact us
at 021 638 0965.

‘Whoever helps ease someone
in difficulty, Allah makes it easy
for him in this world and the here-
after.’ (Sahih Muslim)

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -

Act to make an impact this winter
(Left) With the onset of winter and the
 predicted cold and wet weather
 experienced in the Western Cape,
 Sanzaf is gearing up for much needed
winter outreach activities benefitting
those most in need. Pictured here is
Riyaad George, Sanzaf staff member,
offering a blanket and a hot meal to a
beneficiary.

Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS

(Above) Pictured here is Aziza Johardien, SANZAF caseworker based in
Bridgetown. During winter much emphasis is placed on providing sandwiches
and soup to primary schools in the Cape Flats and in rural areas that require
 support from SANZAF. The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted on the way
 SANZAF liaises with schools and, as a result, provisions are now provided to
local community structures and volunteers that prepare the meals for children
and adults in need. Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS
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DILSHAD PARKER
WE were visiting my cousin in
Pretoria on a Sunday in February,
and before heading home late
 afternoon, we decided to check
out one of the local eateries.

Le Kreamery was the one that
came recommended and from
what I had seen of their Instagram
page, I was eager to try it out. So,
on went Google Maps and off we
headed to Eldo Square, a small
shopping centre where they are lo-
cated.

The day was hot and we ar-
rived at a cafe-style eatery that
was busier than I expected for a
Sunday afternoon. I was hoping
for an airconned interior but, in-
stead, they have several large fans
mounted high on the walls, all
blowing at full force.

If you sat out of range of the
fans it was simply too hot so I put

up with the slightly uncomfortable
wind blowing on our table.

The menu is vast, with lots of
interesting dishes, mostly western
or fusion type food. They are par-
ticularly known for their decadent
desserts, though, and I had made
up my mind that dessert would
have to be part of this meal.

The menu was filled with beau-
tiful photographs of their dishes,
which made it hard to decide. It
was early for supper, though, and
we were not yet that hungry so
when Taufeeq decided all he
wanted was dessert, we negotiated
and decided he could have some of
our mains if he would share his
dessert.

Seeing the size of his Texan
Cookie and Brownie Fries platter,
served with three sauces, there
would be enough to go around.

We opted for the Alfredo pasta
with chicken and the signature

Jalapeno Kremo Burger, a cran-
berry and rose Granita and a cof-
fee frappe. The burger was
delicious. The steak nicely done
and the sauce tasty with some bite.

When the Alfredo pasta came it
looked almost nothing like the
photo in the menu.

The expected grilled finish with
charred and crunchy bits on top
looked nothing like the creamy,
unbaked and splattered dish that
was presented.

I had made my choice based on
the picture so my dissappointment
ran deep.

My husband took one look at
my face and knew what was com-
ing. He promptly rolled his eyes
and started eating rather than end
up with cold food.

I addressed my issue with the
pasta with my waiter, who
brought the manager over. They
explained that the dish I ordered
was in fact the same thing as on

the menu but it had been over-
cooked that way for the pic.

They took my dish back to the
kitchen and added some parmesan
and grilled it slightly to bring it
closer to my expectations. It didn’t
really work but I must commend
them for their willingness to try.

The taste of the pasta was deli-
cious, though, and for someone
who wasn’t that hungry, I polished
it off with Taufeeq’s assistance.

Taufeeq’s dessert of brownie
and cookie sticks was served on a
wooden board with a shot glass of
milk and three sauces, caramel,
Kinder and Nutella. This a nice
dessert to share but too much after
a full meal as it’s really sweet. I
would happily come for this as a
coffee and dessert date, though.

I like that they innovate with
their dishes. The desserts are dif-
ferent. Think, Pistachio Milk
Cake, Smores served in a pan,
Fried Oreo and Churros platter.

They have a healthy eating sec-
tion, which includes Aubergine
Parmigianna, Tahini Baked Carrot
and Sweet Potato and Luxury Hal-
loumi, Hummus and Avo Wrap.
There’s a wide range of breakfast
dishes, which includes a Bombay
breakfast and Shakshouka.

Prices are on the high side.
Desserts average R80, pasta R100,
breakfast R65 though their fillet
steak is on par with say a Spur, at
R160.

While the aim of the menu is
definitely upmarket, the ambiance
and decor falls short.

The vibe is of a casual ice cream
shop and eatery.

It was noisy due to the fans and
the acoustics.

I felt like it needed some ambi-
ent music but the noise would can-
cel that out completely.

The tables and chairs, while
neat and clean, were of chipboard
and lacked the kind of polish to go
with the menu.

The concept and food is great
but I feel they would do well in a
more upmarket location with
more attention to their finishes in
order to attract the market they
are going for.

These more upmarket type of
eateries are lacking in the halaal
space and Le Kreamery could well
fill that gap with some TLC.
This review is independent and
meals were paid for. Dilshad
Parker is owner and author of
www.hungryforhalaal.co.za

Sweet indulgence at Le Kreamery

Texan Cookie and Brownie Fries platter – Le Kreamery is well known for their
 innovative desserts. Photo DILSHAD PARKER

The signature Kremo Burger did not disappoint. Photo DILSHAD PARKER
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JASMINE KHAN
AS Muslims, we live by the
 constitution of the Quran, the
word of our Creator, and we
 follow the example of Allah’s
Messenger, Nabi Muhammad
(SAW).

Therefore, when we are told,
‘No calamity occurs on earth nor
in yourselves but it is inscribed in
the Book of Decrees before We
bring it into existence. Verily, that
is easy for Allah. In order that you
may not grieve over the things that
you fail to get nor rejoice over that
which has been given to you. And
Allah does not like prideful boast-
ers,’ (Surah Hadid, verses 22, 23)
we are content, knowing we are
safe in the protection of Almighty
Allah.

This Ramadaan was like no
other we have ever experienced
before. Let us not forget that while
many places, including the
mosques, were shut, the doors of
Allah’s mercy are wide open.

We know that however great
Allah’s wrath is, His mercy is even
greater; and we are now desper-
ately in need of Allah’s mercy. We
are also aware that repentance is
the surest way to Allah’s mercy.

Repentance is a means of striv-
ing for purification, and Allah’s
mercy converts the act of repen-
tance into an act of worship. This
must be followed by righteous
deeds.

Sadaqah qualifies as a righteous
deed, and since the advent of
COVID-19, there has been a vir-
tual avalanche of sadaqah pouring
forth to help the needy, and this is
commendable.

However, a righteous deed pre-
ceded by repentance is the highest
form of practising Islam.

Making ‘soloogh’ is a term
often used when we try to recon-
cile two people who are not speak-
ing to each other.  However, the
word means much more than
making peace or reconciliation. It
is more than just forgiving that
person for whatever wrong was
done or asking for forgiveness if
we have been wrong.

In Surah Ali Imran, verse 89,
Allah speaks of those whom He
will forgive, those who make
toubah. The word ‘toubah’ liter-
ally means to return to Allah.
Holding grudges for long and re-
fusing to have anything to do with
the person is wrong.

With repentance, we turn from
doing wrong to amending our
lives. This is when making soloogh
commences. It literally means
making amends. The word
‘soloogh’ comes from the Quran.
Allah says: ‘Except for those who
repent after that and make
amends; for verily Allah is oft for-
giving, Most Merciful.’ (3:89).

Helping the needy will result in
a feeling of euphoria, which will
penetrate our hearts; and this

could lead to a softening towards
those who have harmed us. The
best way, though, is to first rid
ourselves of the resentment and
anger.

Having opened the pathway,
even if the other person does not
accept us, will give us ‘qalb us
saleem’, a contented heart.

‘Soloogh’ means making
amends, and when it is done after
repentance, it serves as a reset but-
ton. We cannot continue the way
we were before; we have cleansed
our self from our wrongdoing so

it follows that there must be a
change, either subtle or major.

We need to ask ourselves
whether we have developed the
spiritual muscle to prevent us from
falling into that sin again.

Soloogh has both an outer com-
ponent and an inner one. The
outer one means we have to
change something in our life; it
can be the smallest or most in-
significant thing but something
has to be different. For example, if
we are used to sitting for five min-
utes after salaah, making dhikr or
reciting, change it to ten minutes.

When our transgression has
hurt or harmed someone, it is es-
sential to ask for that person’s for-
giveness. This is the easy part yet,
for some, it is the most difficult
one.

Then there is the inner soloogh,
which is when we have to work on
our inner being. If the hurt was
done to us and that person has
asked for forgiveness, forgiveness
must be total. There can be no car-
rying of the emotional pain for
years afterwards.

When we accept repentance
from another, that person has
pressed our reset button. Irrespec-
tive of whether we are the trans-
gressor or transgressed against, the
reset button has been pushed and
we have no choice but to re-
arrange our self. Shaitaan has en-
tered and we now have to change
the locks.

This is a divine process. In the
Quran, Allah uses the plural of
soloogh, ‘aslou’, which means the
process must be from both parties.

There should be no awkward-
ness after repentance has been
done and accepted. After all, when
Allah grants us forgiveness, it is
total. Allah does not keep on re-
minding us of the transgression
nor does Allah hold it against us.
Allah’s forgiveness is divine; we
should strive for the same, Insha
Allah.

If we have harboured grudges
even for a single day, if we hold
something against someone for
what was said or done, the time to
make soloogh is now.

We went into lockdown on the
second day of Shabaan. We have
experienced Ramadaan. It is now
near the end of Shawwaal and we
are still in lockdown. We can view
this as coincidence or that Allah is
giving us a unique opportunity to
reflect on our lives.

Allah says: ‘Ask forgiveness
from your Lord then turn towards
Him in repentance; He will loosen
the sky over you in abundance and
He will add strength unto your
strength. (Quran 11:52)

Imam Al-Bukhari recorded that
even the Prophet, though he was
sinless, ‘sought Allah’s forgiveness
70 times a day’. We should, there-
fore, constantly seek the forgive-
ness of Allah for every single sin,
small or great.

From Consciousness to Contentment

Making amends during the pandemic
‘Soloogh’ means

making amends, and
when it is done after
repentance, it serves
as a reset button. We
cannot continue the
way we were before;

we have cleansed
our self from our
wrongdoing so it
follows that there
must be a change,

either subtle 
or major...
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IBRAHIM OKSAS 
and NAZEEMA AHMED

WE have just emerged from the
noble month of Ramadaan, and
Bediuzzaman Said Nursi, in his
Quranic tafsir, Risale-i Nur,
cites the ayah in Surah Al-
Baqara, ‘It was the month of
 Ramadaan in which the Quran
was bestowed from on high’ as
proof that  Ramadaan is the
month of the Quran.

Our immersion in the Quran
during Ramadaan should serve as
the impetus for us to continue to
seek to understand the meaning
and mysteries of the All-Wise
Quran in the months ahead.

With respect to the Quran, the
people of truth and the scholars
say: ‘The Quran is an unending,
inexhaustible treasury.’

Bediuzzaman addresses some
of these treasures by focusing our
attention on (i) the use of Quranic
oaths, (ii) the disjointed letters at
the start of some surahs in the
Quran, and (iii) the Quran’s ele-
vated style and eloquence.

He says that with regard to the
oaths in the Quran, Almighty
Allah swears by many things in
the Quran. The Quranic oaths
contain numerous mysteries and
significant points.

For example, the oath in Surah
Ya Sin: ‘Ya Sin. By the Quran full
of wisdom,’ calls attention to the

sacredness of the Quran’s mirac-
ulousness, and indicates that it is
so worthy of veneration that it
can be sworn by.

The oath in Surah An-Najm,
‘By the star when its goes down,’
and in Surah Al Waaqi’a, ‘And I
swear by the falling of the stars,
and that is a mighty oath if you
only knew,’ indicate that falling
stars are a sign that jinns and dev-
ils have been prevented from re-
ceiving news from the unseen so
that they cannot cause doubt
about revelation.

They also point to the vast
power and perfect wisdom in the
awesomely vast stars being set in
their places in perfect order, and
in the planets being made to re-
volve in wondrous manner.

The oaths in Surah Adh-
Dhariyat, ‘By the winds that scat-
ter and broadcast,’ and Surah
Al-Mursalat, ‘By the winds sent
forth,’ attract attention to the an-
gels appointed to the winds in
order to call to mind the signifi-
cant instances of wisdom in the
disposal of the air and its move-
ment in waves.

The elements perform impor-
tant duties for most subtle pur-
poses.

Bediuzzaman then gives a brief
indication of one fine point out of
many in the oath in Surah At-Tin,
‘By the fig and the olive,’ as fol-
lows: By swearing by the fig and

the olive, Almighty Allah calls to
mind the immensity of His power
and the perfection of His mercy
and His extensive bounties in
order to redirect those people
who are heading for the lowest of
the low, showing that they may
progress spiritually through
thanks, reflection, belief and good
works as far as the highest of the
high.

The reason for specifying the
fig and the olive is that, as fruits,
they are most blessed and benefi-
cial, and their creation comprises
many notable things and bounties
for the olive is utilised for illumi-
nation and food, and is a basic
commodity in social and commer-
cial life.

The fig is the same; it displays
a miracle of power by encapsulat-
ing in its miniscule seed all the
members of the huge fig tree, and
is a divine bounty both in its
being a food and its uses, and
contrary to other fruits, its conti-
nuity, and many other advan-
tages.

It calls all this to mind with the
oath and instructs man to draw
lessons from them so as to believe
and perform good work, and not
to fall to the lowest of the low.

The disjointed letters at the
start of some surahs are a divine
cipher. Almighty Allah alludes to
matters of the unseen with them
for His special servant. The key to

the cipher is with that servant and
with his heirs.

The All-Wise Quran addresses
all eras and all groups of
mankind. It contains numerous
different aspects and meanings
that comprise the share of every
class in every age.

The purest share was that of
the righteous first generations of
Islam, and they expounded it.
The people of sainthood and the
verifiers of reality have found in
their writings numerous allusions
to the matters of the unseen per-
taining to spiritual journeying.

With regard to the eloquence
of the Quran, Bediuzzaman dis-
cusses the way in which the
Quran expresses the ultimate de-
gree of combining opposites,
which is considered to be impos-
sible.

He says that it is this sort of ex-
position and style that causes the
most wondrous literary genius to
prostrate before the Quran’s elo-
quence.

For example, through the
ayah, in Surah Ar-Rum, ‘And
among His signs is this: that
heaven and earth stand by His
command then when He calls
you, by a single call, from the
earth, behold, you straight away
come forth,’ Almighty Allah
shows the magnificence of the
sovereignty of His Lordship in the
following elevated manner.

At a single command or a sig-
nal, the beings in the heavens and
earth, which are like two obedient
barracks or two orderly army
headquarters, will spring up with
speed and perfect obedience from
their sleep in the veils of tran-
sience and non-existence. Declar-
ing, ‘At your service,’ they will
assemble on the field of the resur-
rection and Last Judgement.

With miraculous and elevated
style, the Quran describes the res-
urrection of the dead and Great
Gathering!

It points to the following con-
vincing proof contained in its as-
sertion: it can be observed that
seeds concealed in the darkness of
the earth as though they are dead,
and with drops of water that are
hidden and dispersed in the at-
mosphere, are raised to life
swiftly and with perfect order
every spring.

They emerge onto the field of
trial and examination (this
world), showing perpetual exam-
ples of resurrection.

At the Supreme Resurrection,
beings will emerge with the same
ease.

Since we can observe the one
here, we cannot deny the other.
Bediuzzaman Said Nursi con-
cludes this discussion by advising
us to compare the degree of elo-
quence in other ayahs in the
Quran with this one.

Light from the Quran

The Quran: an inexhaustible treasury
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‘They say…’ - famous
opening words for a
story that is probably

unverifiable and shaky at best. 
When the Covid-19 outbreak

reached South Africa in March
this year we could not have pre-
dicted the impact it would have on
individuals, businesses and our
daily way of life.

One thing many of us did not
see coming was the surge in fake
news and misinformation. Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-
General of the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) said in
February 2020: ‘We’re not just
fighting an epidemic; we’re fight-
ing an infodemic.’

There is no doubt that social
media carries the burden of being
the conduit for most of this misin-
formation.

This pandemic has brought de-
spair, fear and uncertainty in our
personal lives. But in some ways,
it has also reinvigorated our sense
of hope, faith and innovation, es-
pecially in how we protect our
livelihoods.

While individuals face the
tough task of sifting through a
barrage of conspiracy theories,
businesses are looking to social
media and digital tools to help
them through an incredibly tough
time.

Adversity forces innovation,
and the Covid-19 pandemic has
led to many traditional businesses
accepting and adopting digital
tools and systems. Digitisation ef-
forts that seemed daunting mere
months ago suddenly became nec-
essary for survival. Many busi-
nesses have been forced into
opening e-commerce stores, others
have started accepting online pay-
ments for the first time and some
have even migrated their entire
business online.

Social media is an incredibly
useful tool in the hands of busi-
nesses and enterprising individu-
als.

Those who have been using it

as a tool for years have found new
ways to capitalise on its benefits.
And those who are new to it are
seeing the transformational bene-
fits of digital thinking.

Platforms like Facebook, Insta-
gram, Twitter, WhatsApp and oth-
ers give businesses control of their
message and give them a means of
connecting to their community.

If you have been struggling to
get started with digital tools the
first step is acknowledging the
need for change. Then start with
something small and manageable.

It may be something as simple as
implementing a Whatsapp for
Business contact number.

While business owners and
those wanting to protect their
livelihoods look to social media
and the web as a means of recov-
ery, the masses risk being caught
in a web. A web of dubious infor-
mation which is filled with weird,
wonderful and wacky tales.

Sadly, this web is made up of
many of our friends and family
and for this reason it is quite easy
to get caught up in it.

This web feeds us a daily intox-
icating cocktail of pseudo-science,
half-truths and fallacies which can
trap even the most astute of read-
ers, viewers and listeners. This
web depends on two things: social
media tools and willing human
participants.

If you have heard a Covid-19
conspiracy theory at your dinner
table that starts with: ‘I saw some-
thing on Facebook’, then you have
experienced some part of this web.
When we hear a story that starts
with ‘they say’, we have to won-

der: who exactly are they? Who
did they hear it from? Do they
know what they’re talking about?
And most importantly, did they
even really say that?

Depending on the type of infor-
mation being shared it could be
considered gossip. But unlike tra-
ditional gossip, which may start
with ‘don’t tell anyone’, our mis-
use of digital tools promotes the
act of actually telling more people.

Covid-19 spreads via humans
and so does fake news. Technol-
ogy companies like WhatsApp
have tried different ways of miti-
gating the problem of fake news.
For example, since April 2020 a
WhatsApp message that has al-
ready been forwarded by five or
more people can now only be for-
warded to one person or one
group. But the tools can only be
blamed as far as the users who op-
erate those tools. Forwarding-as-
received tells the recipient that you
do not care whether the informa-
tion you’ve shared with them is
real or not. There are potential
long-term inter-personal effects to
consider. At which point will the
person stop trusting you as a per-
son because you keep sending
them junk?

When you press the share, for-
ward, or retweet button, you take
responsibility for the spreading of
that information.

We have a responsibility to pre-
vent the spread of Covid-19 by
breaking the chain of transmission
with social distancing. Equally, we
have a responsibility to break the
chain of fake news, misinforma-
tion, disinformation and rumours.

If you cannot do it for the recip-
ient, or for the greater good, do it
because you will indeed be held to
account: ‘Do not concern yourself
with things about which you have
no knowledge. Verily, your hear-
ing, sight, and heart — all of them
will be called to account’ (Quran
17:36).
Sameer Parker is the Creative
 Director at Social Natives, a mar-
keting and social media agency
based in Cape Town.

Are you social distancing on social media?

Sanitising your phone on the outside may help prevent Covid-19 from spreading.
Responsible Social Media use will help prevent fake news from spreading.

Image: SOCIAL NATIVES

Truth is stranger than fiction

Ashur Shamis reviews the 
Al Jazeera documentary on 

Ash-Shaheed 
Imam Abdullah Haron
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‘TELL me a story!’ It still echoes
in my ears.

Every morning, long ago, my
young son, Cassiem, would run
into my bedroom, leap onto the
bed, make himself comfortable
under the blankets, tight against
my side. His eyes would glow. ‘Tell
me a story. Tell me about
Moompy, the little elephant.’

His voice then sank to a quiver-
ing whisper. ‘And then…and then
the one about the…the green giant
on Devil’s Peak.’ It was story-time.

The two of us floated into the
jungle and splashed around the
waterholes where the escapades of
Moompy made us laugh and cry
with joy. And then there was a
cold silence. ‘Tell the other one…
please.’

I held him tight. ‘There is a
dark cave high up on Devil’s Peak.
When the wind blows very strong
you can hear the screams of the
big, green giant. And that is the
time when he comes out.

‘He is hungry. He lifts up his
claws with ten, long, sharp nails.
He laughs hah, ha, ha! His eyes
turn red-hot, like coals in a fire.
And then he looks down, right
down to here…’

All children love stories. They
love adventure. They also love to
be frightened but only when they
feel the comfort of parents hug-
ging them tight in the times of fear
and adversity. They are emotional
beings.

‘Now tell me Sabu stories; how
he chased the tiger away from the
baby sheep, the small lambs.’ I
told the same stories a thousand
times.

I had gone through a terrible
year of pain and tribulations. My
writing was even on hold when I
was indisposed in hospital and
home. It was now time to put
down the serious sagas and sym-
phonies. I wanted to write simple
melodies, write ditties and songs,
honeyed fluff for the young to
savour.

My pen would write tales of
marvel and joy, mythical stories of
wonder. I had to dig deep into the
lost tales of our forefathers; leg-
ends we have long forgotten, and
breathe new life into them.

But first, I had to dust off the
stories I wrote long ago: the funny
tales of Tiema, Terror of the
Bokaap, the scary Night of the
Red Moon and the lyrical Wisdom
of Wise-Ant.

I wrote a play of How Table-
Mountain got its Table-Cloth for
a play-writing competition, based
on folk tales. It was published by
Junkets Publishers.

A monologue competition saw
my entry, Babies Come in Black
Plastic Bags, being performed on

stage by a school-girl from
Khayelitsha. It was published in
an anthology.

Writing needs reading, research
and good dollops of patience for
rewrite after rewrite. I scanned
Collected Tales by Hans Christian
Andersen; the philosophical truths
of self-deception in his ‘The em-
peror’s new clothes’ are still bril-
liant.

Stories from the forests and vil-
lages of Europe by the Brothers
Grimm remain entertaining.
‘Hansel and Gretel’s’ common
sense in finding a road out of
problems is valid to this day. The
stories of A Thousand and one
Nights is chock-full with the sto-
ries of Baghdad and the other daz-

zling tales that beautiful
Scheherazade told to Caliph
Harun al-Rashid: Alladin, Sinbad
the Sailor, Ali Baba and the Forty
Thieves.

I dug deep into my library. A
slim book, Tales from the Bo-
Kaap by Georgie Brown, caught
my attention. ‘Local is lekker’ I
thought.

This would stimulate me post-
haste to venture onto my intended
literary journey; something pun-
gent to stimulate creative juices to
flow.

Better still, it had a titillating
coloured Bo-Kaap cover and was
punctuated with many superb,
black fine-liner illustrations by
Jasmine Fakier (sadly credited
with only a miniscule second page
‘illustrator’ entry).

The opening story sees Old
Papa Ben sitting on a Bo-Kaap
stoep telling the story of Asad, the
blind baby boy of jail-bird,
hashish smoking, Farouk Aziz and
Wahiba who slept on the sidewalk
of a mosque and burnt down the
shelter with her cigarettes.

Blind Asad survived and was
carried off by a lioness who raised
him as her own cub. At one stage,
the lioness even says to him,
‘You’re hungry. Don’t worry, I’ll
bring you a samoosa.’ The stories
nosedive into The Jungle Book by
Rudyard Kipling.

The Jungle Book by Noble Lau-
reate, Rudyard Kipling (born in
old Bombay, India), was written
about 1895 and tells the story of
Mowgli, a young boy in India who
was raised by wolves. Bagheera,
the panther, was his protector.

Baloo, the bear, was his friend
who battled the vicious tiger, Shere
Khan, who had an appetite for
young human flesh.

Incidentally, he wrote Kim, the
story of a young Indian boy, in
Cape Town, in a house given to
him by British colonialist Cecil
John Rhodes.

Kipling was also the poet who
wrote that famous inspirational
poem ‘If’ dedicated to Leander
Starr Jameson, defeated by the
Boers in the Jameson Raid
episode, in Transvaal.

It is clear that the author of
Tales from the Bo-Kaap had good
intentions but the execution
needed familiarity with the scenes
and substances of the unique envi-
ronment and cultures of Bo-Kaap.

The subsequent stories were
heavy-going, even for a mature
reader.

The stilted dialogue and story-
lines were above the age for which
they were intended. Character
stereotypes jarred. The stories
screamed for a ruthless, knowlege-
able editor.

A redeeming feature, and for
me, the saving grace of this book,
are the superb illustrations by Jas-
mine Fakier. They are alive, dra-
matic, eye-catching and simply
brilliant. They made me yearn to
see more of this artist’s work.
Sadly, I struggled to find anything
on the internet.

But, I credit and salute the
writer, Georgie Brown, for tack-
ling tales of a unique cultural com-
munity.
Old columns of Art’s for All can
be found at: www.artsforall.co.za

All children love stories. They love adventure. They also love to
be frightened, writes DR M C D’ARCY.

Art’s for All
Tell me a story, tell me about…

Jasmine Fakier’s striking coloured cover of Tales from the Bo-Kaap. Her credit
should have been on the front cover. Photo M C D’ARCY

Jasmine Fakier’s eye-catching illustration of Asad, the blind boy, and his animal
friends. Photo M C D’ARCY
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GAZA EMERGENCY

SOUTH AFRICA
 NPO: 005-997 / PBO: 930019033

30 Ernest Road, Rylands, 7764, Cape Town
mail@muslimhands.org.za 

Bank: Standard Bank, Account Name: Muslim Hands
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Gaza is one of the most densely popu-
lated areas in the world. Extreme pov-
erty, ongoing conflict and blockades 
means that many people do not have 
access to appropriate care and 
facilities. 

We offer much needed psychological 
support, general medical aid and food 
assistance providing Palestinians with 
essential care, which they can other-
wise not afford or access. 

Through our livelihood programme we 
also plant olive trees to help farmers 
and their families sustain themselves 
in the long-term. 

By donating towards our Gaza fund, 
you will be supporting families in dire 
need of medical, food and economic 
assistance and helping the people 
of Gaza - young and old - to face 
the future.  

PAIN. Prison. Torture. Death.
Two deaths, in fact, and two
 funerals, separated by precisely
fifty years, to the day.

Graves. No! Two graves in one,
for the man and his wife were
buried in the same grave.

That is what we are met with at
the beginning of this documentary,
the main storyline.

We also have the theme of a

huge, complicated and over-
whelming state structure; a sophis-
ticated government machine, built
on the most abhorrent system of
institutionalised racial segregation
known to man, which existed in
South Africa since 1948.

It is one which was being grad-
ually irritated, annoyed and an-
gered by this ‘average’, lone man
who worked the backstreets of

Cape Town selling chocolates to
feed his family.

Slowly we get introduced to a
simple and well dressed, if short,
articulate man. He seems knowl-
edgeable and knows his bearings;
a social worker, especially among
the downtrodden and the under-
privileged; a spiritual advisor, a
teacher, a Muslim imam, would

you believe!
Well, many of his contempo-

raries did not, and objected to him
being elected – yes elected – as the
imam of a mosque in Cape Town.

1966 sees him travel abroad,
for Hajj in Arabia. From there he
travels to London. For what pur-
pose? Suspicious! The ‘huge ma-
chine’ goes immediately into
action and builds up a profile of
the sweet chocolate vendor as ‘re-
ligious fanatic mixed up in politi-
cal action’.

In London, he meets two im-
portant people. One was an old
friend from the Pan-Africanist
Congress (PAC), Barney Desai,
who went on to write a sensitive,
historically detailed book, The
Killing of the Imam (Quartet
Books, 1978), which is heavily
cited for this documentary, and
Canon John Collins, an Anglican
priest who meddled in several rad-
ical political movements.

The Imam goes back to South
Africa, being now viewed by the
ugly, ‘huge machine’, a different
man. Eventually, he ends up in
prison and, within a few months,
his corpse is delivered to his fam-
ily.

From what we are told, we are
almost close to finding out the
‘cause of death’, near to demand-
ing a habeas corpus. But, not
quite. We have the body but not
the ‘cause of death’. ‘He fell down
stairs,’ they said.

We learn there were only a few
steps, not high enough to cause
death. But we also learn that
strong electric shocks were applied

to Imam. Could that be the ‘cause
of death’?

He was a man who listened to
his conscience. He mastered that
rare gift of balancing what came
from the heart with what came
from the head.

He had vision and ambition. He
dazzled the Cape Town commu-
nity with a unique charisma that
endeared him to them and was the
envy of many of his contempo-
raries.

This is what drove the Imam to
oppose and fight the system of
apartheid. The powers-that-be re-
alised that he was dangerous and
had to be eliminated. Imam Ab-
dullah Haron, by then, became a
symbol to his people; he became
an idea, and no one can ever kill
or obliterate an idea.

This documentary, like its pred-
ecessor, Imam and I, by Khalid
Shamis, is true and concise, and
throws light on the man and his
legacy. There are intriguing im-
pressions from his family, friends
and acquaintaces that leave you
wanting to know more about the
Imam and his fascinatingly short
life.

No writer could have written
the script for this work of art. If
we wish to put meanings to events,
as Farid Sayed says, then here is
Imam waiting for 50 years for his
wife to be buried with him on the
same day, in the same tomb. In-
deed, truth is stranger than fiction.
Ashur Shamis is married to
Shamela, the eldest daughter of
Imam Abdullah and Galiema
Haron.

Truth is stranger than fiction

The life and death of Ash-Shaheed Imam Abdullah Haron reached a global
 audience with the release of a documentary produced for Al Jazeera Arabic. The
documentary opens with a scene from the janaazah of Galiema Haron, who
passed away exactly 50 years, to the day, after her husband was buried.

Screengrab AL JAZEERA ARABIC

The life and death of Ash-Shaheed
Imam Abdullah Haron reached a global
audience with the release of a
 documentary produced for Al Jazeera
Arabic.

Screengrab AL JAZEERA ARABIC

The life and death of Ash-Shaheed Imam Abdullah Haron reached a global audience with the release of a documentary
 produced for Al Jazeera Arabic. The grandson of Imam Haron, Khalid Shamis, in a clip from the documentary, talks about his
own documentary on the life, death and legacy of his grandfather, which he produced in 2011.

Screengrab AL JAZEERA ARABIC

ASHUR SHAMIS reviews the Al Jazeera Arabic documentary
on Ash-Shaheed Imam Abdullah Haron that was flighted on
May 15, 2020.


