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DONATE TODAYWITH ISLAMIC RELIEF

GIFT YOUR

QURBANI

AN EID OF SACRIFICE
AS COVID-19 RAGES ON

ALONG with qurbani, Muslims throughout the world are urged to make a different kind of sacrifice this year – that of social distancing. As the COVID-19 infection rate continues to
rise and more and more deaths are recorded in South Africa and the rest of the world, Muslims are reminded that this Eid-ul-Adha is as different as was Eid-ul-Fitr, earlier this year. It
would appear, though, that the social nature of Muslims, especially in Cape Town, is blinding us to the potential fatal effect of COVID-19. We have become weary of the extended
lockdown restrictions and we are tempted to just for once, just for a moment, forget the restrictions and wish each other well with a hug on this sacred day of sacrifice. However, we
urge our readers to resist the inclination to hug our families and friends on these sacred days and to view this social distancing as another aspect of sacrifice for the love of all those
who are dear to us – especially the aged and those with comorbidities. Eid mubarak!
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Hajj 1441: there is 
no better time to
work for fundamental 
social change
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crowd. Its wrap-around interior, athletic appeal and clear lines welcome you every time you get in.
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THE Haram of Makkah is
 emptier and more quiet than at
any time in living memory
 during the annual Hajj.
The COVID-19 global pandemic
has shut down movement in
many social spaces around the
globe. Homes, businesses, 
educational institutions, public
transport systems, places of
sport and play, and places of
communal prayer, have been
shut down under local, national,
continental and global lockdown
decrees by states and 
international organisations who
warned against the catastrophic
loss of life that COVID-19 would
bring to the world.
Half-a-million people have died
after being infected with the
virus, and infection rates across
the world are only beginning to
peak, according to scientists
around the world.
South Africa was correctly
praised for its swift decision to
declare a national lockdown

early in March 2020, as the
virus began to ravage continent
by continent. This decision
should be remembered, and 
acknowledged for its boldness
in safeguarding the lives of all
South Africans, and all who live
within the borders of South
Africa.
Why should we bear this in
mind? We are witnessing 
several simultaneous assaults
on the lockdown. This is 
happening at the very moment
that South Africa (and the world)
is  witnessing staggering daily
 infection rates and deaths. In
other words, we ought to be
locking down even further.
So why is this not happening?
Why are we at Level 3, where
millions of people are now
 allowed out of their homes
daily? Why are schools open,
and children now undergoing
testing, wearing masks,
 sanitising, forced to be apart
from their schoolmates, and in

fear for their lives as they travel
in overcrowded taxis, and attend
schools that are wholly 
ill-equipped to house them,
even under ‘normal’ conditions?
It boils down to what orthodox
economists want us to believe is
a choice: ‘lives’ or ‘livelihoods’.
We have seen this mantra
chanted across news-screens
for months.
In essence, this ‘choice’ is
 presented by those who do not
dare to call out the problem for
what it actually is.
The solution is obvious: save
lives and secure livelihoods at
the same time.
In other words, lock down all
countries, and provide each
household with the finances and
resources (food and other 
necessities) until the COVID-19
pandemic is over.
‘Oh, no,’ say the orthodox
 economists and their slavish
disciples. ‘You don’t understand
how the world works.’

Actually, we do. We understand
that the global economy is
based on a grotesque, 
murderous ‘principle’ of massive
wealth for a few, and massive
impoverishment for the masses.
This was the ‘principle’ of the
colonial plunder of India, the
Americas, and Africa. This is the
‘principle’ of global capitalism: a
lot for those who climb all over
others, and nothing for those
who are climbed on.
The Hajj, under lockdown, and
Eid-ul-Adha, under lockdown,
must force us to confront the
communal, socially-based 
economic principles which 
Muslims ought to proclaim: ‘I
must wish for my brethren (i.e.
all of humankind) what I wish for
myself’.
Petty ‘rights’ (surfing, jogging,
etc.) cannot be equated with the
right to life. This is our challenge
as Muslims as we re-think our
roles on Allah’s Earth, and fight
for the rights of all. Eid mubarak.
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SA’DULLAH KHAN
THERE is an overwhelming
sense of melancholy experienced
by over two million Muslims
worldwide who had intended to
perform the Hajj this year. 

Believers typically come from
every country on earth to attend
the largest annual assembly of
faith in Makkah.

This year, neither will the Hajj
assembly be so large nor will it
cater for any people around the
world, except a thousand locals
from the Hijaz.

Pandemic and pilgrimage
This Hajj of 2020 has been ad-

versely impacted and unceremoni-
ously interrupted by the
COVID-19 pandemic; a disease
that has infected over 14 million
people, and has resulted (by July
22) in over 620 000 deaths world-
wide.

The novel coronavirus contin-
ues to wreak havoc across the
globe and is the malefactor that
has upended the plans of prospec-
tive hujaaj, leading to the cancel-
lation of their eagerly anticipated
travel to the blessed city of
Makkah.

As disappointing and heart-
wrenching as this may seem, it
should be noted that 2020 is not
the first time in history that Hajj
had to be readjusted. In the past
1400 years, drought and famine
(1048), political conflict (865,
930, 1256) and epidemics (967,
983, 1814, 1831, 1837, 1846,
1865, 1883 …) have jointly
caused disruption or cancellation

of Hajj on more than 40 occa-
sions.

We certainly empathise with
those who anticipated performing
pilgrimage this year. They may
have been physically, mentally,
emotionally, financially and spiri-
tually prepared and primed for the
sacred journey; as they had aimed
to complete the fifth pillar of
Islam.

Now, unable to go, they surely
feel a sense of deflation of their as-
piration and a dispossession of
their opportunity to fulfil their ob-
ligation.

Many of them strove for years
to prepare for this life-changing
journey, and some have saved their
entire life-earnings in order to em-
bark on this pilgrimage.

They have combined all dimen-

sions of the connotation of Hajj in
their effort because, literally, Hajj
and its derivative meanings imply
‘to travel purposefully to a partic-
ular destination’, ‘to sincerely per-
form an important act’ or ‘to
undertake pilgrimage’.

They may have exerted them-
selves to the best of their ability in
this regard, except for the fact that
they will, unfortunately, not be

able to fulfil that obligation this
year.

We pray that the Almighty
grants them the opportunity to
fulfil their desire for pilgrimage
and we take collective solace in the
words of the Prophet (SAW) when
he said: ‘Whoever intends to per-
form a good deed but is unable to
do so, Allah will record it as a
completed good deed.’ (Bukhari,
Muslim)

The spirit of Eid lives on
This season of Hajj, we may

have none of our relatives or
friends on the plain of Arafah or
circumambulating the Kaabah.

This Eid-ul-Adha, we may be
physically distanced in our prayers
and gatherings but we will,
nonetheless, continue to
strengthen our bonds through dis-
tant socialising.

Even though our Eid-ul-Adha
may not be in full congregation
and our takbeers may not be re-
verberating as resoundingly in the
mosques as usual, we still intend
to imbibe the patience of Sayyidah
Haajar and the obedience of her
son, Nabi Isma’il (peace be upon
them).

We undauntingly continue the
sacrificial practice of Nabi
Ibrahim (AS), who first an-
nounced the Hajj, and our hearts
are ever beating in acknowledge-
ment of the fact that Allah indeed
is The Greatest, while our lips
utter, ‘Allahu Akbar!’

Eid mubarak
Shaikh Sa’dullah Khan is Chief
Executive Officer of Islamia
 College, Cape Town.

Hajj disrupted, Eid muted but the spirit of Adha continues

‘Whoever intends to perform a good deed but is unable to do so, Allah will record it as a completed good deed.’ (Bukhari,
Muslim) Sadly, the millions of hujaaj who usually respond annually to the Quranic injunction to perform the fifth pillar of
Islam, the Hajj, will not be able to do so this year, due to the COVID-19 pandemic. But all those who had made their intention
to perform Hajj this year will take some solace from the hadith stating that if one is unable to perform an intended good
deed, Allah, the Most Merciful, will record it as having been done. Photo MIRZA SUDZUKA/ 123RF.COM
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CASSIEM KHAN
IN the August-September 2019
edition of Muslim Views, I asked:
where have all the apartheid era
torturers and perpetrators of
heinous crimes gone?

It would seem like the National
Prosecutions Authority (NPA) not
only knows where they are but has
become quite adept at working to-
wards exonerating these perpetra-
tors of heinous crimes based on
their age.

On May 21, 2020, Acting Di-
rector of Public Prosecutions, Ad-
vocate George Baloyi, informed
Ahmed Timol’s nephew, Imtiaz
Cajee, that the NPA would not be
prosecuting former security police
officers Seth Sons (83) and Neville
Els (85) on the charges of assault,
torture and perjury based on their
age: ‘Their advanced age will mit-
igate against a finding that they
are deliberately lying.’

In the re-opened inquest into
the murder of Ahmed Timol in
2017, former detainees identified
these two security policemen as
being directly involved in torture
at the notorious John Vorster
Square.

Judge Billy Mothle, who
presided over the 2017 inquest,
recommended that Sons and Els be
charged with perjury for lying.

The South Gauteng High
Court, on June 3, 2019, on the
matter between former security
policemen Joao Rodriques and the
NDPP ruled that his advanced age
is not a factor and that he too
should face the charges against
him.

Rodriques is of the view that if
there was a case against him, that
this should have been dealt with a
long time ago and that the delays
have disadvantaged him. Nazi war
criminals and even a former tennis
coach, Bob Hewitt, have all faced
charges against them despite their
ages.

So, too, does 84-year-old F W
De Klerk, who recently main-
tained his position that apartheid
was not a crime against humanity,
have a case to answer as he was a
member of the State Security
Council.

A recent newspaper article by
former TRC commissioner, Yas-
min Sooka, and University of
KwaZulu-Natal International Law
lecturer, Chris Gevers, refers us to
the TRC’s Final Report (Volume
5) which dealt with the systematic

pattern and practice of killing, or
‘eliminating’, activists in the
1980s, which the TRC found was
‘the expressed policy of the (State
Security Council).

‘This was the most influential
body in South Africa at the time.’
Throughout the 1980s, former
president De Klerk sat on the State
Security Council (SSC) and, as
president, was its de jure leader.

The Truth and Reconciliation
Commission did not exonerate De
Klerk. The TRC published (2003)
his role in the Khotso House
bombings, a fact which De Klerk
wanted to prevent becoming
known when he tried to suppress
the matter by taking the TRC to
the Western Cape High Court, in
1998.

Just a few weeks ago – June 27,
2020 – marked the 35th year since
the killing of the Cradock 4: Fort
Calata (28), Matthew Goniwe
(38), Sicelo Mhlauli (36) and Spar-
row Mkhonto (33). De Klerk was
part of the State Security Council
meeting that decided the Cradock
4 be permanently removed from
society.

Fort Calata was 28 years old.
Ashley Kriel was murdered at the
age of 20, Ahmed Timol at the age
of 29, Steve Biko at 33 and Imam
Haron at 45. Was there any con-
sideration of the ages of our lead-
ers and family members?

‘Leave him alone; he has one
foot in the grave,’ is the answer
that we are constantly getting
from our own comrades. We
know that comrades were com-
promised, coerced and threatened
by the security police.

But some comrades preferred
and believed that political expedi-
ency trumps the principle of non-
collaboration with the enemy and
their agents during the struggle.
This shame and guilt of collabora-
tion must be addressed.

But the understanding and em-
pathy towards our comrades who
were compromised has started to
wane given that even comrades
who were themselves imprisoned
and tortured are becoming apolo-
gists for the murderers of anti-
apartheid activists because they
are constantly referring to the
issue of age.

This June 2020, the Apartheid-
era Victims’ Families Group
(AVFG) again wrote to President
Cyril Ramaphosa, calling on him
to apologise for the delays in
(re)opening inquests, to undertake
further investigations and to pros-
ecute, as recommended by the
TRC to the National Prosecution
Authority (NPA), each one who
was guilty of apartheid crimes.

The AVFG also petitioned and
asked the president to appoint a
commission of inquiry to investi-
gate blatant political interference.
This was a callous act that resulted
in the suppression of more than
300 NPA cases, each of which had
been referred for further investiga-
tion but had wilfully been denied
that opportunity.

Sadly, neither the president nor
the current minister of justice has
acknowledged the letters – the pre-
vious and the current one – that
were sent.

Perhaps one should ask the
president and those whom he suc-

ceeded: why have they been con-
spicuously silent about all these
cases, and what would they lose if
each one is given their rightful and
deserved attention in our demo-
cratic courts?

And why not address the
AVFG’s simple request?

The president and those who
served our successive democratic
governments are cognizant of the
fact that AVFG not only represent
their loved ones who were killed
while in police custody but it also
speaks on behalf of those leaders
who were killed extra-judicially.

And they are well aware of the
fact that up to this very day, none
of us witnessed one noteworthy
arrest and nor did any of us see
anyone of those who killed our
loved ones, being publicly sen-
tenced.

The president’s office knows
too that the AVFG drafted a char-
ter that informed who they are,
what they want and what they are
prepared to do.

Since the president’s office
chose to ignore and remain quiet,
the AVFG decided to now turn to
the public to participate in an on-
line petition that will again be ad-
dressed to the president and the
NPA.

The AVFG position is that per-
petrators of crimes against all anti-
apartheid activists must come
clean; they should publicly confess
by revealing who gave the orders,
how and why our loved one’s were
killed; and they should do it now,
regardless of the perpetrator’s age.
Cassiem Khan is co-ordinator of
the Imam Haron Foundation.

Regardless of age, apartheid torturers must be prosecuted
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PENNY APPEAL IS ON THE GROUND
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Introduction: 
the circulated audio clips

MAY 28 of each year usually 
reminds us of the fateful day on
which Imam Abdullah Haron –
our father and uncle – was 
arrested. And we all recall that he
was held incommunicado for 123
days, 51 years ago, until the day
he was killed by the apartheid
regime’s Security Branch.

On top of that, we are also re-
minded of that date and day since
they coincided with the day when
we celebrated the birth of the
Prophet (SAW).

Leaving that aside and turning
to the COVID-19 Ramadaan that
we have just left behind, we were
all given a surprise during the
third week of the sacred month
(circa May 13-23).

In that week, three audio clips
were circulated on diverse digital
platforms. Some received them via
emails, others through Facebook,
and chat groups got them via
WhatsApp.

As they appeared on our sites as
independent clips, we were all ill-
informed about their contents. But
as soon as the message came

through describing the set of clips,
it became quite clear what they
contained, when and where this
event took place.

Interestingly, the Imam’s close
companion, the late Dr Y S Jaffer
who lived all his life in Claremont,
had recorded that evening’s event.
And it was the doctor’s son,
Goolam M Jaffer who permitted
the clips to be shared.

Since these recordings were
done on long reels, we were in-
formed that Mr Mohamed Iqbal
Rawoot had transferred them to
the current, digital-friendly for-
mat. And the introductory re-
marks were made by the popular
VOC presenter, Shafiq Morton.

Having identified the record-
ings’ origins, let us first descrip-
tively reflect on the three clips.

The first of the three was an ed-
ited version of the dhikrs that were
recited between each sets of
raka’ah (ritual prayer unit) of the
Taraweeh salaah.

The second was the last few
raka’ahs of the Taraweeh that
were led by the Imam, and the
third was a lecture that was given
by him. All these activities took
place on February 13, 1964/ Ra-
madaan 29, at Al-Jaamia Masjid,
in Stegman Road, Claremont.

The Haron family WhatsApp
chat group and the soundscapes

Since we were part of the
Haron family chat group on
WhatsApp, we circulated the last
two clips for two reasons.

The first was to share the clips
with those who remembered their
uncle and with those who were
born after his death, in 1969. The
second was to force members on
the chat group to reminisce re-
garding the Imam’s recitation and
lecture.

It should be stated that at that
time, some of us on the chat group
were either toddlers who were still
crawling around and some were
between five and fifteen (if not
older); and it was those of us who
fell in the latter category who
could recall the performance of
the Taraweeh during that period
and the lectures that the Imam
gave, usually after each Taraweeh
salaah throughout that sacred
month. It is, however, difficult to

say whether all or some of us were
present on that occasion. It could
well be that one or two from the
group were around to participate
in that religious event.

Some in the group remembered
that they used to refer to the Imam
as ‘Boeta’, a term of endearment
that they conferred on him be-
cause of the pivotal role that he
played in their parents’ house-
holds.

Apart from the brothers and
sisters’ close attachment to their
Boeta, even their children – his
nieces and nephews – ‘clutched’
onto him when he was in their
company.

Anyhow, important to record is
the fact that his sisters and the
younger and elder brothers,
Achmat and Edries, adored him.
One of our cousins (Mr A) noted,
‘What I know is that all his sisters
adored him, Alhamdulillah.’

These were emotions that were
echoed by others, too, and they
underscored their tangible feelings
towards their dear brother/ uncle,
the Boeta, in different ways.

So, while we were listening to
or rather reading some of their
thoughts on WhatsApp about
their Boeta and also giving them
time to digest their Boeta’s recita-
tion as he led the Salaah al-
Taraweeh, we too put out our
feelers to other chat groups in
order to get a variety of insights
from those who had met him
when they were young, and from
those who had no knowledge of
him except through the views of
others who, in turn, had gathered

their opinions from the extant
reading material.

The variety of responses was
not only informative but instruc-
tive. They illustrated how he was
understood and why he, as the
Imam, was able to attract a youth-
ful audience be it in the sacred sur-
roundings or on the rugby
grounds where he supported his
team.

During the month of Ra-
madaan, as a matter of fact, a few
individuals who were directly and
indirectly associated with the
Imam, passed away.

One of them was Boeta Sait, as
he was called by the younger gen-
eration, and the other was Boeta
Salie Fakier, who was Imam’s ac-
quaintance, too, and we guess dis-
tantly related through Abderouf
ties; and they were both from
Claremont.

The former was an avid sup-
porter of Primrose, and the latter
was a passionate backer of all of
the clubs, including Violets and
Vineyards. The Imam was, of
course, a Primrose and Violets
supporter.

In any case, when returning to
those clips, we are more than cer-
tain that Boeta Sait, together with
many of the youngsters, such as
the Galant boys and a number of
others, including this writer, was
in the congregation, all of them
participating in the dhikr or ‘poed-
jies’ as it was still known during
that time and the decades before –
the arabisation of our commu-
nity’s vocabulary only came about
during the 1980s.

The Imam soundscaped back to life

During Ramadaan, this year, more
than 51 years after being recorded, a
few audio clips of Ash-Shaheed Imam
Abdullah Haron were circulated via 
social media. Photo SUPPLIED

In this three-part series,
Professor MUHAMMED
HARON, analyses a portion
of the recitation of the
Quran during the Taraweeh
salaah and an extract of a
lecture thereafter by 
Ash-Shaheed Imam 
Abdullah Haron.



Muslim Views . July 2020 9

KHALED BEYDOUN
TWO weeks after Donald
Trump’s visit to New Delhi, the
ascending Indian public
 intellectual Rana Ayyub asked,
‘What is left for a virus to kill in
a morally corrupt nation?’

As the pandemic ravaged Iran
and Italy, and ripped into nation
after nation between and beyond,
the Indian capital was besieged by
a different kind of home-grown
pandemic, concocted by none
other than the nation’s prime min-
ister, Narendra Modi.

Modi’s meeting with Trump, in
late February, displayed all the
grandiose pageantry of two ego-
maniacs, and incited the ongoing
Delhi riots to reach an ever higher
fever pitch.

Buoyed by the meeting of the
world’s two leading Islamo-
phobes-in-Chief, mobs of Hin-
dutva extremists stormed Delhi
neighbourhoods populated by
Muslims and proceeded to burn
down homes, destroy and dese-
crate mosques, and kill Muslims
and those who sought to protect
them.

The Delhi riots claimed the
lives of 60 people, 47 of whom
were Muslims. One of them was
an 85-year-old woman who was
tied up and set on fire by a mob
that chanted, ‘Jai Shri Ram,’ a
common Hindutva slogan, as she
burned to death.

Modi, in the form of state-
sponsored Islamophobia and the
mob violence his policies and
proclamations embolden, spread
this pandemic of violence that
gripped India, most tightly in its

capital city, strategically over the
course of years.

The banner of ‘Hindutva na-
tionalism’, which holds India to be
the home exclusively for Hindus,
was rapidly infecting the nation’s
majority Hindu population and, in
turn, exposing its 201 million
Muslims to unspeakable horror.

It seemed that Indian Islamo-
phobia, and the climax of vigilante
violence that gripped Delhi for
weeks, had reached its limit but
was soon to be superseded by a
new turn of events.

As the COVID-19 pandemic hit
the headlines, and the novel virus
claimed the lives of thousands,
Hindutva leaders saw an opportu-
nity to further justify their perse-
cution of Indian Muslims: blame
its spread in India on Muslims.

From March 1 to 15, Tablighi
Jamaat – a Muslim missionary or-
ganisation – held its annual con-
ference in New Delhi. The
gathering, attended by Muslims
from around the world, met at
Tablighi’s Markaz headquarters in
the south Delhi neighbourhood of
Nizamuddin.

The event had been planned
months in advance, and converged
with growing concern within India
about the domestic spread of the
coronavirus. The state had not yet
issued a lockdown, and Tablighi
Jamaat – and religious gatherings
from other faith groups – contin-
ued without interruption.

However, the ire of the popular
media – and the extremist mobs
that ripped through the city that
hosted the Muslim conference –
found a convenient scapegoat for
the domestic spread of COVID-
19: Muslims.

Not just the organisers of the
Tablighi conference, and the 2 000
attendees, but the whole of the
Muslim population in India, all
201 million Muslims, in an in-
stant, were singled out and scape-
goated as disseminators of the
novel virus in India.

News headlines ran with the
story that the Tablighi conference
was the source of the national
COVID-19 outbreak.

In swift order, Hindutva nation-
alists took to social media, dub-
bing the virus ‘Corona Jihad’ and
the ‘Muslim Virus’. These labels
were accompanied by vile carica-
tures of Muslims spitting on by-
standers and physicians, and
doctored videos of Muslims dis-
obeying stay at home orders.

Instead of criticising the confer-
ence organisers, blame for the
virus’ spread was assigned to any
and every Muslim in the country.
Even Muslims thousands of miles
from Delhi, and those not associ-
ated with the school of thought
subscribed to by Tablighi Jamaat,
were singled out.

However, the facts mean little
when fearmongering takes prece-
dence.

A novel strain of the Hindutva
menace was now underway, capi-
talising on national anxiety
around a global pandemic that
bore the face of a relentlessly per-
secuted and pummelled people:
India’s Muslims.

Blaming Muslims for the
spread of COVID-19 is a vile step,
even for Hindu nationalists and
supremacists bent on ridding the
nation of a faith group it casts as
‘termites’, ‘terrorists’ and un-
wanted foreigners, and at best,
‘guests’ in a nation that is not their
own.

Yet, events since the rise of
Modi and his controlling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in
2014, signal that it is anything but
a surprise.

Morality, and anything that re-
sembles it in relation to the state’s
relationship with the nation’s
Muslim minority, has been entirely
cast out in favour of a revitalised
caste system that places Hindus on
top and Muslims at the very bot-
tom.

For Modi and his swelling fol-
lowing, Indian identity is a matter
of ‘blood and soil’; a phrase used
by white supremacists in Europe
and the United States, and in

India, by Hindu supremacists who
view India – despite its unrivalled
religious diversity – as the exclu-
sive homeland for Hindus.

The COVID-19 virus and pan-
demic was unexpected but the ex-
isting architecture and design of
Islamophobic persecution and
scapegoating in India was firmly
in place.

It was established upon a
bedrock of constitutional amend-
ments that deny naturalised citi-
zenship to Muslim immigrants,
and legislation designed to strip
citizenship from undocumented
Muslim citizens.

Chinese-style detention and in-
ternment camps exist in Assam,
and in cities and villages through-
out the country; Hindutva mobs
with weapons in hand and blood
in their eyes are doing the violent
bidding of their beloved prime
minister.

The days ahead, when state vi-
olence and the spreading virus will
converge to inflict unspeakable vi-
olence against Muslims, will be
the darkest.

Staying at home and social dis-
tancing, for Muslims in India, may
be a matter of life and death; not
just because of the virus that has
much of the entire world confined
and quarantined but because of a
more ominous and deadly pan-
demic – Indian Islamophobia and
the rabid mobs infected by a hate-
ful disease that has no imminent
vaccine.

Originally published:
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/eng-
lish/comment/2020/4/17/between-
virus-and-violence-being-muslim-i
n-india

Between virus and violence: the horror of being Muslim in India

Staying at home and social distancing,
for Muslims in India, may be a matter
of life and death; not just because of
the virus that has much of the entire
world confined and quarantined but
because of a more ominous and
deadly pandemic – Indian
 Islamophobia and the rabid mobs
 infected by a hateful disease that has
no imminent vaccine.
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TWO generations of activists
have paid glowing tribute to
Cassiem Christians, who passed
away on Wednesday, July 8, after
suffering a stroke a few days
 earlier.

Christians, who matriculated at
Spes Bona High School, in
Athlone, and majored in psychol-
ogy, history and English at the
University of the Western Cape,
was a member of the Qibla move-
ment and a commander in the
Azanian People’s Liberation Army
(Apla), the armed wing of the Pan-
Africanist Congress (PAC).
Imraahn Ismail-Mukaddam, a
member of Inspire Network
Elsies River, an anti-crime
fighter and consumer activist,
who met Christians three
decades ago, paid the following
tribute:

Cassiem Christians is no more
but his revolutionary ideals and
dream of a better world remain
alive and relevant today as they
were 35 years ago, when I first
met this remarkable but unassum-
ing man.

I got to know Cassiem as a ded-
icated and extremely principled
man who was uncompromising in
his quest for justice.

I met him in the early ’80s,
when I was about 18 years old. He
was a regular visitor at Boeta
Ebrahim De Jongh’s home, in old
Belhar. I was more a resident than
a visitor at the time.

Cassiem immediately took an
interest in me. I suppose it was my
political consciousness that res-
onated with him. He was an active
member of Qibla, and our circle of

activists, including Boeta Ebrahim,
had aligned with Qibla as our po-
litical as well as religious ideology.

But Cassiem was more than a
Qibla activist. He was also part of
the PAC, recruiting soldiers for its
military wing, Apla.

Cassiem, after one of our
lengthy political discussions, in-
formed me that I could leave the
country and get military training
in Libya and even Iran.

He spent many hours teaching
me the philosophical bases of Pan-
Africanism and the teachings of
Robert Sobukwe and the Black
Consciousness model of Steve
Biko.

His understanding of Marxist
theory, coupled with his Pan-
Africanist/ Black Consciousness
approach was profound.

Cassiem was also a great ad-
mirer of the Islamic Revolution in
Iran and would often emphasise
how this would be the method we
should emulate if we wanted to
overthrow the apartheid regime.
Ayatollah Khomeini was our polit-
ical and spiritual icon.

Cassiem was the most influen-
tial mentor I ever had because he
instilled such a sense of purpose in
me. He had the ability to inspire
anyone with his revolutionary zeal
and commitment.

When I met him again, after al-
most 25years since our encounters
in the 1980s, he was exactly as I
remembered him. Even though he
had switched allegiance to the
ANC, he remained committed to
social justice.

Cassiem had a genuine concern
for especially the poor and mar-

ginalised. He started a food gar-
den at the Serviceman’s Hall, in
Silvertown, Athlone, and had this
fantastic plan to end hunger
amongst the poor by breeding rab-
bits.

He definitely was a man ahead
of his time and many of his ideas
were practical solutions to com-
plex issues.

He was also involved in the
local Community Policing Forum
and was an ardent crime fighter,
working diligently to rid his imme-
diate neighbourhood of crime.

Cassiem may have been a man
of few words, a humble man but a
man of action, a leader who com-
manded from the front.

At his janaazah, the officiating

imam paid this tribute to Cassiem:
‘Brother Cassiem lived his whole
life amongst the poor, and he died
amongst the poor.

‘We ask Allah to grant him to
‘rise amongst the poor on the day
of reckoning’, as was the prayer of
our Prophet (SAW).’

Cassiem has died but his revo-
lutionary spirit lives on in all the
lives he touched and changed.
May the Almighty be pleased with
his sacrifices and contributions.
Muhammad Khalid Sayed,
 Member Provincial Legislature
and chairperson of the ANC
Youth League, Western Cape,
was one of the young activists
 inspired by Christians:

I was shattered to learn of the
passing away of Comrade Boeta
Cassiem Christians – a mentor, a
teacher, a man of deep faith, a rev-
olutionary who contributed self-
lessly to the struggle for freedom,
a man who gave me the political
and ideological space and guid-
ance to grow at a very early stage.

May the Almighty grant him
the highest place in paradise with
those whom he loved so dearly,
and grant patience to his family
and friends.

Comrade Cassiem, you have
left us so soon. I would have loved
to spend more time with you in re-
cent months but Allah knows best.
I will always remember those valu-
able chats in Silvertown, at the
military veterans hall.

You believed in young people.
You forced us to think. You were
selfless. When we, as young ac-
tivists were becoming despondent,
fearing the organisation was mov-

ing to the right, Comrade Cassiem
would say: ‘Be patient. Stay fo-
cused. Organise!’

He would engage in discussions
ranging from politics to religion,
to life.

The kind of guidance he was
able to give was at a variety of lev-
els: firstly, at the theoretical level,
I remember the intense discussions
we would have on the works of
Karl Marx, Frantz Fanon and oth-
ers; then, going into the ideas of
Dr Ali Shariati and writings on the
Iranian Revolution.

He would then go on to speak
about his experiences.

He would unpack modern po-
litical systems. He would talk
about the nature of the state,
about globalisation.

While Comrade Cassiem’s ideas
formed the basis for a lot of our
thoughts, the most important
thing was that he challenged us to
think.

But above all, he emphasised
that no matter what one achieves,
in terms of one’s political activism,
it should always be informed by
sincerity and a deep love for the
oppressed people, and that it
should be driven by faith.

While he did not occupy a
grand position, activists that he
mentored went on to become par-
liamentarians and others occupy-
ing strategic spaces in the private
sector and in NGOs.

In the context of COVID-19
and the deepening inequalities in
this country, we need more people
of the calibre of Cassiem Chris-
tians – people who not only have
the theory but lead and live by ex-

Passing of a mentor of two generations of activists

Cassiem Christians, whose influence
on activists spanned two generations,
passed away on Wednesday, July 8.
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JASMINE KHAN
WHENEVER there is a case of a
woman found brutally raped and
murdered, there is an outcry
from politicians, religious leaders
and women’s organisations. With
the recent announcement that in
the last few weeks, 21 women
and children have died because of
gender abuse, the topic is once
more in the news.

Our president, in his address to
the nation announcing the change
from level 4 to level 3, addressed
this issue and called it the second
pandemic. With all due respect to
the president, gender violence is an
ongoing scourge in our country.
Far from being the second pan-
demic, it is an ongoing one.

The situation has escalated
from 2009, when statistics showed
that half of all women murdered
were killed by an intimate partner.
Further statistics show that 25 to
40 per cent of women have suf-
fered abuse from a partner.

There is talk of raising aware-
ness; if awareness were an um-
brella, it has been raised so many
times that it would, by now, be
floating high up in the strato-
sphere. In the meantime, abuse
continues to rain down on women
and children.

Najmunesa Solomon, a trans-
formational therapist, says that for
the past twenty years she has at-
tended seminars and awareness
programmes, and she keeps hear-
ing the same thing.

In a recent interview on iTV, a
young woman, Amaarah Garda, a
B.Comm graduate and the head of

politics for South African Interna-
tional Affairs at the MSA Union,
said the time for raising awareness
is past.

‘What we need is understand-
ing and commitment,’ she says.
She ascribes this ongoing scourge
to the result of allowing misogy-
nistic and patriarchal values to co-
exist in a society that is incredibly
violent. When told that many peo-
ple ascribe this penchant for vio-
lence to the effects of apartheid,
Amaarah said that one cannot as-
cribe it to just that, although she
concedes that it has some validity.

Lack of policing and the level of
corruption in the justice system
allow men to get away with what
they do.

There is also the fact that not
all cases of rape are reported be-
cause, when they are reported, the
women are victimised and, some-
times, the perpetrator is warned
that an accusation has been lodged
against him, and this is when the
victim is killed – to silence her.

South Africa has a legacy of
apartheid, says Professor Pumla
Dineo Gqola, director of research
at the University of Fort Hare. She
has written several books on femi-
cide. Interviewed by Karima
Brown on ‘The Fix’, a show on

eNCA, the professor is of the
opinion that the violence can be
traced back to slavery, colonialism
as well as apartheid.

This has resulted in anger and,
with no other outlet, it is taken out
on those most vulnerable. ‘We are
a patriarchal society,’ and patri-
archy uses power to control, she
says. This propensity for violence
has never been addressed and she
believes that with the transition to
democracy, it was ignored. Being
primed for violence has almost be-
come natural.

When transitioning from
apartheid to democracy, little or
no attention was focused on it. It
was never positioned as unaccept-
able; it was ignored as outside the
ambit of even the Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission. Thus, in
our failure to interrupt this
propensity for violence, we have
almost, by default, accepted it as
the norm. We have an idea of the
why of this situation; what are we
doing to prevent this violence?

According to both Amaarah
and the professor, women and or-
ganisations have come up with
policies and programmes but these
have largely been ignored.

Government possibly feels that
this is a societal issue and they will

deal with the curative aspect, al-
though even this does not have a
very good record.

It is time for Government to do
more than condemn and make
promises. A part of our Bill of
Rights in our Constitution, under
the heading, ‘Freedom and secu-
rity of the person’, states:

‘12. (1) everyone has the right
to freedom and security of the per-
son, which includes the right –

(c) To be free from all forms of
violence from either public or pri-
vate sources;

(d) Not to be tortured in any
way; and

(e) Not to be treated or pun-
ished in a cruel, inhuman or de-
grading way.’

However, this does not absolve
us from responsibility. As women,

we have to shift from the ‘us and
them’ mentality. Abused women
are silent because of the fear of
judgment and condemnation by
other women. Silent abuse will
continue until abused women
open up and expose the abusers.
They can only do this if they have
the support of the rest of the
women. We need to open our
hearts and show compassion and
solidarity to our sisters, and united
we can make a difference.

Nu’man bin Bashir (RA) re-
ported that Rasoolullah (SAW)
said: ‘The believers in their mutual
kindness, compassion and sympa-
thy are just like one body. When
one of the limbs suffers, the whole
body responds to it with wakeful-
ness and fever.’ (Bukhari and Mus-
lim)

GBV just another name for abuse of another human being
South Africa has a legacy of apartheid, 
says Professor Pumla Dineo Gqola … 

[and] is of the opinion that the 
violence can be traced back to slavery, 

colonialism as well as apartheid...
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ASHREF ISMAIL
WITH the way technology keeps
charging ahead, it’s going to be a
sad day when the conventional
internal combustion engine (ICE)
is replaced by battery electric
 vehicles (BEVs), plug-in hybrid
electric vehicles (PHEVs) or
 conventional hybrids. But that’s
the way the world is moving.

Advanced technology means
ease of use, reduced costs and en-
vironmental friendliness. Also, no
one can deny that, in the future,
the availability of fossil fuel may
be limited so electric power could
be our only feasible, sustainable
answer, if we can keep load-shed-
ding down, that is.

About a decade ago, the only
real mainstream hybrid effort
from the major manufacturers was
the bold Toyota Prius. While ex-
periments with various electric
motors and alternative fuels com-
menced almost from the advent of
the motor car, oil companies were
probably relieved that no real, vi-
able solution was considered, until
recently, that is.

I’m sure that they must be con-
cerned that in the next decade or
sooner, the population of electric
or hybrid electric vehicles would
have grown significantly and that
the prospect of mothballing oil
fields and refineries, resulting in
the laying off of thousands of

workers, is no longer a faint, dis-
tant possibility.

Yes folks, to a lesser or greater
degree of success, besides diesel,
we’ve had vehicles running on var-
ious alternative fuels, such as liq-
uid petroleum gas, methanol,
ethanol, hydrogen and even paraf-
fin!

The thing is that all these fuels
powered the internal combustion
engine, and the reasons why these
alternative fuels were not viable
included the availability of the fuel
concerned, the prohibitive costs,
the cleanliness, the reliability and
the overall performance efficacy.

Needless to say, it’s not like the
oil cartels were going to just sit

back and allow a multi-trillion
dollar industry to just be side-lined
by some clever fuel alternative.

With the advent of the informa-
tion age, the idea of an electric or
hybrid electric vehicle started gain-
ing momentum and, as mentioned
earlier, Toyota showed everyone
the way when, around ten years
ago, they launched the Toyota
Prius on a lease basis because the
cost was just too high to see a re-
turn on your initial investment.

A hybrid electric is, essentially,
a combination of a petrol and an
electric motor but it is important
to note that these vehicles cannot
be charged by a plug-in socket.

Instead, these vehicles are

charged through regenerative
braking that converts kinetic en-
ergy that is normally wasted or
lost in conventional vehicles, into
electricity, making them efficient
by significantly reducing fuel con-
sumption.

One of the highlights of this ap-
proach is that at town speeds of
less than 50 km/h, the car will
travel on electric power, emitting
an eerie silence that often takes
many pedestrians by surprise. Go
faster than 50km/h, out of town,
for instance, and the conventional
engine kicks in.

The down-side of these electric/
hybrid engines is the increased
weight and complexity of having
two motors in a car, not to men-
tion the additional costs of main-
tenance and overall wear and tear.

The initial purchase price is also
quite prohibitive to benefit from
any reduced consumption. The
danger to pedestrians who might
not hear one silently approaching
can also not be ruled out, although
no figures exist of the number of
people injured or killed by electric
cars.

The upside of these type of mo-
tors is the lowered fuel consump-
tion, especially in the urban
terrain, reduced exhaust emissions
and a quieter ride at electric
speeds.

Of course, everything depends
on economies of scale.

The more anything is produced,
the lower the purchase price. So,
are people going to take to these
types of vehicles and if not, why
not?

Since the Prius, almost every
mainstream manufacturer boasts a
hybrid or hybrid/ electric vehicle in
their product line-up or has one in
development.

What was most revealing was
when BMW recently announced
that, in a few years’ time, their 3
Series will consist entirely of hy-
brid motors! Now that’s serious
stuff: small capacity, high perform-
ance and lowered fuel consump-
tion.

Who can resist, especially, since
the 3 Series is sold in bucket loads
globally and which should mean a
realistically affordable vehicle.

BMW also launched two avant
garde models: the i3 city car and
the futuristic i8 in South Africa to
demonstrate just what is possible
by thinking out of the fuel tank!

Early electric designs looked
dreary, sad and lacking of charac-
ter. Performance, too, was so-so
and only Green Peace supporters
and self-confessed Hollywood
tree-huggers were prepared to
shell out exorbitant amounts for a
‘green’ vehicle.

Electric powered vehicles – the transport of the future

As technology improves, electric powered vehicles pack more power and give a
longer battery life. Here, a Tesla Model S is being charged at a Tesla Supercharger
station. Charging the battery from 10 to 80 per cent takes about 40 minutes.

Photo TAINA SOHLMAN/ 123RF.COM
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THE new vehicle market
 returned to its first full month of
sales in June since lockdown
commenced. Nonetheless, that
didn’t mean a return to the usual
levels of sales pre-COVID-19 as
the market continues to remain
under immense pressure.

New vehicle sales for June con-
tinued its recovery as the entire
motor industry returned to busi-
ness under Level 3 regulations.
Some of the industry had again
begun operating during May,
under more stringent Level 4 con-
ditions.

According to the National As-
sociation of Automobile Manufac-
turers of South Africa (Naamsa),
new vehicle sales were 30,7 per
cent down on June last year, a de-
cline of 14 086 units to 31 867.
This was despite high levels of de-
mand as evidenced by WesBank’s
application data, which was active
at levels experienced towards the
end of last year, and at higher vol-
umes than June 2019.

‘There were a number of key
changes to market behaviour that
could be the beginning of new
trends as car buyers adapt to
short-term budget pressures as a
result of the pandemic,’ says Lebo-
gang Gaoaketse, head of Market-
ing and Communication at
WesBank.

‘We expect these may become
longer-term changes as the impact
of COVID-19 ripples through the

value chain, and vehicle purchase
decisions face new fundamental
foundations.’

Most notable of these was the
uptake of fixed rate deals, an op-
portunity provided by the particu-
larly low interest rate
environment. South Africans have
enjoyed a 2,5 per cent reduction in
interest rates since March, provid-
ing much-needed relief for in-
debted customers.

While rates will inevitably need
to increase again in the short- to
medium-term, as outlined in the
Supplementary Budget, consumers
and business have taken advan-
tage of the opportunity on new
deals during June.

Interestingly, WesBank’s aver-
age deal size has also increased
substantially. ‘Increases in deal size
between 10 and 15 per cent across
new and used vehicles, compared
to June last year either indicates a
stronger appetite or demand for
quality stock based on price infla-
tion or an increase in the portion
of debt in every deal,’ says
Gaoaketse.

Passenger car sales declined
33,4 per cent to 19 264 units. To
understand the very real impact
that represents, June 2019 passen-
ger car volumes ran to 28 931
cars, meaning nearly 10 000 deals
were lost to the trade. Light com-
mercial vehicles (LCVs) were
down 29,7 per cent to 10 189
units.

‘Market activity is expected to
remain low for the remainder of
the year as the uncertainties of the
pandemic continue to bring pres-
sure to bear for consumers and
business alike,’ says Gaoaketse.
‘Household budgets were already
under pressure before the lock-
down, and within an economy
that is now expected to shrink 7,2
per cent, many potential buyers
will delay their purchase deci-
sions.’

The used car market is expected

to continue to show higher levels
of demand, providing better levels
of affordability. However, some
analysts expect to see an increase
in used car values as a result.

‘June sales begin to provide a
picture of what to expect for the
remainder of the year,’ says
Gaoaketse. ‘While that picture
provides many challenges for both
buyers and sellers, it includes pos-
itive elements that will test the in-
dustry’s resilience to survive.’
Courtesy WESBANK

Sales start recovering some momentum

This graphic illustrates the drop in
June 2020 vehicle sales compared to
the same period last year.

Graphic WESBANK

The Tesla sports car has shown
the motoring world that you can
be environmentally friendly, have
a great sporty design and boast un-
believable performance figures,
and not use a drop of petrol.

The Chevrolet Volt, sadly not
available here, is another example
of a stunning electric/ hybrid sedan
covered in a gorgeous sedan body.

Nissan launched the Leaf,
which, like the BMW’s i3 and i8,
is a plug-in hybrid electric vehicle
(PHEV), meaning they have both
an electric and hybrid motor, ex-
cept that the PHEV can be charged
by plugging into an outlet.

The main advantage is that
PHEVs can substitute electricity
for fuel which, again, will mean
that apart from the relatively high
initial purchase price and insur-
ance costs, the only cost of run-
ning such a car will be the cost of
charging its batteries.

For now, the biggest drawbacks
of the battery electric vehicle
(BEV), apart from those men-
tioned above, are the limited range
of the battery power and the lack
of ‘charging stations’ (where these
vehicles can be charged).

Of course, as time goes on, the
infrastructure will improve and
expand, making the electric option
much more acceptable because, by
then, the cost benefit advantages
will become obvious as well.

In the not too distant future, die
hard motoring enthusiasts will
probably only be able to view big
capacity engines in motoring mu-
seums, and some of us are really
going to miss the sound and per-
formance of the turbo V8s of the
AMGs, RS4s and M3s.

I know a guy who’s so into en-
gine sounds that he records the
high revving sounds of various
motors under acceleration on his
iPad – maybe it’s time to release a
special disc entitled: ‘The forgotten
sounds of motoring Nirvana’!

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13
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ASHREF ISMAIL
ACCORDING to recent crash
data, the environment
 contributes towards 22 per cent
of all road crashes in South
Africa, up from around eight 
percent just a decade ago. The
other two components are the
 vehicle, with about 12 per cent,
and the human factor.

Many may argue cynically, that
the interpretation is incorrect. No
matter what the vehicle or road
conditions, a safe driver will al-
ways adjust his/ her driving ac-
cording to the prevailing
conditions and thus, unless you
got swallowed by an unexpected
earthquake, the ‘human factor’
will always be to blame for failing
to prevent and avoid hazardous
conditions timeously.

Having said that, it is necessary
for us to assess our environmental
conditions, which include the nat-
ural and built environment, cli-
mate and, in particular, road
design, layout and construction.

South Africa has a world-class
network of national roads.
Thanks to the South African Na-
tional Road Agency Limited (San-
ral) and motorists who contribute
towards the building and mainte-
nance of these major arterial
roads, the country can boast excel-
lent design and construction mas-
terpieces.

So accustomed have we become
to these national roads that when
we are confronted by poor road
infrastructure in ‘poor’ provinces
and/or municipalities, it becomes
a type of first-world/ third-world
conflict.

In the early noughties, in prepa-
ration for the 2010 World Cup,
we had the privilege of gaining ex-
cellent road safety and traffic
management expertise from a
team of Swedish professionals.

They were shocked at the con-
trast between our ‘first-world’
road network and ‘third-world’
secondary roads, not to mention
our pathetic driving standards.
They warned that unless the au-
thorities addressed that huge gap,
it will be the cause of much road
trauma.

Fast forward to 2020 and the
statistics are beginning to paint a
clearer picture of the impact of en-
vironmental factors.

One of the design features that
horrified our Swedish counter-
parts was how we in South Africa
continue to build high-speed dual
carriageways (not to be confused
with freeways) with no centre me-
dian to separate the opposing flow
of traffic.

This, they exclaimed, was a
major recipe for disaster. Of
course, our engineers explained
that they were dictated to by lim-
ited budgets – but consider how
much the country loses to road
crashes annually.

While overloading by un-
scrupulous freight operators re-
mains a perennial challenge,
leading to damaged road surfaces,
the national routes are at least
being maintained.

This is, unfortunately, not the
case with secondary roads, where
huge potholes, cracks and dam-
aged road verges are seldom re-
paired by local and provincial

authorities, who constantly plead
poverty. The result is a secondary
road system that is collapsing in
most but affluent and well-run au-
thorities.

Added to the burden of ailing
infrastructure is the major socio-
economic challenge of mushroom-
ing informal settlements alongside
freeways. Where there are big
human settlements, there are
bound to be people and animals
on roads adjoining them, and the
fact that up to 40 per cent of road
crash casualties comprise pedestri-
ans, the results are clear to see.

Fading road markings, failing
traffic lights, poor signage, insuf-
ficient street lighting, stolen
fences, poorly trained drivers and
inadequate traffic law enforce-
ment all contribute to this explo-
sive road safety cocktail in the
country.

With load-shedding a constant
reality, street lighting and traffic
lights not working will further add
to a motorist’s woes, not just from
a road safety perspective but from
a personal security point of view
as well. 

Our roads are hardly designed
for any other mode of transport.
How many authorities can boast
having roads that provide safe
pedestrian walkways, dedicated
lanes for cyclists or special stop-
ping bays for minibus taxis?

With global warming leading to

freak weather patterns, hail-
storms, dense fog and mist, veld
fires and the like will cause further
anxiety and stress to poorly
trained or inexperienced drivers.

Probably the greatest challenge
facing road traffic safety in South
Africa is the undeniable fact that
we live in a violent, turbulent en-
vironment, characterised by intol-
erance, aggression and racial and
other classist polarisations. This
negative attitude and behaviour
manifest, particularly, in two pub-
lic spaces: social media and the
public road.

Road rage is increasing and the
results can be fatal. Road rage also
occurs when there is a lack of effi-
cient and effective road traffic law
enforcement, and where road
users want to take the law into
their own hands.

No matter what environmental
challenges motorists face daily, be
they un-roadworthy and over-
loaded vehicles, reckless and neg-
ligent drivers, corrupt and inept
enforcement or road infrastructure
that is falling apart, drivers
(human factor) will have to be
competent, compliant and com-
passionate in dealing with them.
Ashref Ismail, an advanced
 driving training instructor, is a
winner of the SA Guild of
 Motoring Journalists’ Lifetime
Achievement Award for Road
Safety.

The environmental impact on motor vehicle crashes

Huge pot-holes, cracks and damaged road verges on secondary roads are
 seldom repaired by local and provincial authorities, and are one the
 environmental factors that impact on motor vehicle crashes.

Photo IGOR AKIMOV/ 123RF.COM
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SHAIKH ALLIE KHALFE
AL-SAYYID Imam Abdullah bin
Alawi al-Haddad was once
asked, ‘O Shaikh, who is a Sufi?’

The imam pointed to his stu-
dent (of 40 years), Ahmad bin
Zayn al-Hibshi and replied, ‘He is
a Sufi.’

An aalim, scholar, student and
role model, Brother Umar Kemp
has been a student and mureed of
the Zawia, in Walmer Estate, for
more than 95 years.

Umar entered the Zawia at the
tender age of six years old and
grew up in front of the founder,
Shaikh Muhammad Salih Hen-
dricks, may Allah’s mercy be upon
him.

Shaikh Muhammad Salih was
born in Swellendam and was re-
cruited by the great grandfather of
the late Sayyid Muhammad bin
Alawi al-Maliki, Sayyid Abdul
Aziz al-Maliki, to study in
Makkah at the age of 12 years,
and remained there for some 18
years.

On completion of his studies in
Makkah, he left for Zanzibar
where he was appointed assistant
judge (qadi) before departing to
the Cape in July, 1903. In 1920, he
successfully established the Zawia
in Walmer Estate.

Umar’s experience with the
Grand Shaikh of the Zawia is a
story of wonders. According to an
interview I was privileged to con-
duct, Umar says he spent up to 20
years with the shaikh.

His love and reverence for the
people of knowledge, especially

his mentor and first sheikh, are
awe-inspiring. He talks of how he
would aim to carry the shaikh’s
shoes and place them on his feet
after completion of a lecture.

Umar was blessed at a young
age to be introduced to the works
of Imam al-Shaafii, Imam al-
Ghazali, Imam al-Haddad and a
host of traditional texts.

As a student who spent nearly
half of my life at the Zawia, I mar-
velled at this man, this true seeker
of knowledge, who came to class
every Monday, Thursday and Fri-
day with his notebook in hand,
dedicated to the pursuit of knowl-
edge.

After nearly a century of stud-
ies, the humility many of us wit-
ness in Umar Kemp is unbelievable
and a lesson for all of us. I often
hear his words echo, ‘I am not a
shaikh, I know nothing, I am
merely a student of the shaikhs.’

With the passing of the old
shaikh, Muhammad Salih, Umar
found himself with the next gener-
ation of scholars, namely, the late
Shaikh Mahdi Hendricks, Shaikh
Mujahid Hendricks and Shaikh
Ebrahim Hendricks (all sons of
Shaikh Muhammad Salih Hen-
dricks).

It is worth noting that Shaikh
Muhammad Salih studied with the
foremost scholars of his time, in-
cluding Sayyid Ahmad Dahlan,
Sayyid Abbas al-Maliki, Sayyid
Bakri Shatta al-Makki and Sayyid
Abdurahman al-Hibshi, while his
sons spent years with luminaries,
including Shaikh Bakr Bab Sayl,
Shaikh Umar Ba Junayd, Sayyid
Abbas al-Maliki and Shaikh Amin
Kutbi.

These mentioned scholars are
inheritors of the Prophetic eti-
quette (adab), and the inheritor in
Cape Town is none other than our
beloved teacher, Umar Kemp.

Today, at over 100 years of age,
he still sits with humility at the feet
of the grandsons of the late Shaikh

Muhammad Salih Hendricks,
namely, Shaikh Seraj* and Shaikh
Ahmad Hendricks, the current
shaikhs at the Zawia.

The legacy continues as the cur-
rent shaikhs, besides being top
graduates from the Umm al-Qura
University, in Makkah, spent al-
most a decade with the late Sayyid
Muhammad bin Alawi al-Maliki
at the sayyid’s zawia in Makkah.

Umar’s love for the ulama and
the Beloved of Allah, peace be
upon him, is brought into practice
every year as he has, for over three
decades, opened the annual
Moulood ceremony at the Zawia.

Today, our beloved Umar
Kemp is held in high esteem by his
shaikhs, colleagues and fellow stu-
dents.

A gentleman, a role model, a
true seeker of knowledge, Umar
lives the Prophetic etiquette of
mercy and kindness, and has
earned the respect of his commu-
nity. He is truly a reminder to all
of us of what a true seeker of
knowledge is all about.

Our teacher and brother, Umar
Kemp, recently celebrated his
100th birthday in the blessed city
of Makkah al-Mukarrama, and
we pray that Allah Almighty
grants him many more years with
us.
*This article was submitted a few
weeks before the passing of
Shaikh Seraj Hendricks.
Allie Khalfe is� the shaikh at
 Islamic Text Institute, Surrey
 Estate, a student at the Zawia, in
Walmer Estate, and an
 ambassador, Dar al-Ifta, Egypt.

A long umar in the path of sacred knowledge

Brother Umar Kemp (right), pictured with Shaikh Seraj Hendricks al-marhum,
was privileged to learn at the feet of three generations of shaikhs at the Zawia, in
Walmer Estate, Cape Town. Photo SUPPLIED
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MAHMOOD SANGLAY
THE state of the global economy,
due to the impact of COVID-19,
is the worst since World War II.
Local and global economies are
being ravaged by a pandemic,
with devastating effects on
households, societies and nations.

Accurate measures of the losses
are still being calculated but ex-
pectations are that the global GDP
will drop by at least 3,8 per cent.
In addition, gains in poverty re-
duction initiatives will be lost in
some regions and millions will fall
back into poverty.

Public and private sector inter-
ventions, especially those of the fi-
nancial sector regulators, are
focused to include policies to mit-
igate the economic impact of the
pandemic.

These include measures such as
liquidity injections, interest rate
cuts, subsidies, grants, financing
schemes and tax relief for busi-
nesses. Small and medium enter-
prises (SMEs) are particularly
vulnerable and many of them are
facing bankruptcy.

According to the World Bank,
SMEs globally account for more
than 90 per cent of all enterprises
and generate more than 50 per
cent of employment. The impact
of the pandemic on these busi-
nesses is widespread loss of output
and increase in unemployment.

Business and political leaders
recognise the urgency behind ex-
ploring all possible ways to resist
the impact of the pandemic. And
to intervene with measures to sus-
tain – and revive – economies in
the post-pandemic period.

Even though Islamic banks are
similarly affected by the pressure,
volatility and uncertainty, these in-
stitutions have some responsibility
to respond with supportive and
development initiatives to the cri-
sis, especially to businesses that
are productive and that sustain
employment.

Relevant features of the Islamic
finance paradigm are its mainte-
nance of a direct link to physical
assets and the use of profit and
loss sharing arrangements.

These features also include the
emphasis on risk sharing, linkages
to real economic activities, part-
nerships and equities.

The global Islamic finance in-
dustry manifests widening geo-
graphic research and the rapid
expansion of assets in the global
economy. Instruments like
musharaka, mudaraba, sukuk,
takaful and others are deployed in
the global response to COVID-19.

Banks are among the leaders in
the finance industry and have an
important role to play in address-
ing the financial crisis.

This month, the Islamic Devel-
opment Bank Group announced a
$2,3 billion COVID-19 relief
package and the launch of three
supportive and robust initiatives in
partnership with UAE Ministry of
Economy and Annual Investment
Meeting (AIM).

These, together with other key
indicators, show that Islamic fi-
nance is a robust sector with both
opportunity and responsibility in
times of crisis.

Another measure of the poten-
tial of the sector, the AFP Finance
reports in April that Islamic fi-
nance has become a R36,6 trillion
business over the past two
decades, covering everything from
bonds to buying cars.

According to the rating agency
Standard & Poor’s, the Islamic fi-
nance industry is valued at $2,1
trillion.

Financial technology, or fin-
tech, can boost the sector by facil-
itating easier and faster
transactions, according to the
agency’s 2020 edition of Islamic
Finance Outlook 2020.

This is also the case with Is-
lamic banking in South Africa. Ac-
cording to the Banking
Association of South Africa
(Basa), the SA Reserve Bank re-
ports that the value of Islamic fi-
nancial services products surged in
2019 with a 52 per cent growth in
deposits, to R35 billion. Loans
and advances grew by 17 per cent,
to R12,4 billion.

Thus, shariah compliant bank-
ing is becoming attractive for a
wide array of investing, lending,
protection and transacting prod-
ucts.

National Treasury announced
in February this year that the gov-
ernment is preparing to sell a do-
mestic Islamic bond by 2021. Basa
expresses confidence that Islamic
banking compares favourably
with conventional bank offerings.

Furthermore, Basa says that the
values of fairness, transparency,
risk-sharing and social develop-
ment in Islamic finance are a great
match for the sophisticated bank-
ing and financial sector of South
Africa.

The institution is confident that
Islamic banking in South Africa
has the potential to grow signifi-
cantly beyond its traditional Mus-
lim customer base.

Islamic banking has made fair
progress in Africa in the past
decade in countries like Nigeria
and South Africa. National Trea-
sury’s vison is to establish South
Africa as the hub of Islamic fi-
nance on the continent, and the
government issued its first sukuk
in 2014.

Today, Albaraka Bank remains
the only commercial bank that is
completely Islamic, established in
1989. Several other conventional
banks now offer Islamic products
and services.

According to Mufti Ebrahim Is-
mail Desai, despite this opportu-
nity for growth in the sector, there
are some formidable challenges
and barriers that require attention.

Mufti Desai, a shariah advisor,
says that these include a dearth of
human capital, particularly ex-
pertise in Islamic banking, the lack
of public awareness, and a lack of
consistency between the shariah
and the existing legal framework.

He adds that other barriers are
a lack of standardisation to pro-
vide for differences between the
Muslim legal schools, risk of ex-
posure to the prevailing regulatory
environment, financial exclusion
of Muslims, and underdeveloped
monetary policy and liquidity
management.

Mufti Desai says aspects that
also still require development in
the sector are tax policies as well
as benchmarks designed by Mus-
lims who are its key stakeholders.

Islamic financial markets remain a beacon of hope amidst the pandemic
[T]he SA Reserve Bank reports that the value of

Islamic financial services products surged in
2019 with a 52 per cent growth in deposits, 
to R35 billion. Loans and advances grew 

by 17 per cent, to R12,4 billion...
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SHAIKH SA’DULLAH KHAN
WE bid a sad and solemn
farewell to the honourable
Shaikh Seraj Hendricks al-Alawi,
a person I considered to be
among the foremost authorities
in Islamic scholarship, both in
our country and on the African
continent.

I regarded him a close friend, a
trusted confidante and the pri-
mary person I would consult on
matters of Islamic law and issues
of spirituality.

Shaikh Seraj was a titanic figure
in the realm of mysticism, and his
knowledge pertaining to spiritual
luminaries of Islam was ency-
clopaedic.

Despite being a man of high in-
tellect and deep spirituality, Shaikh
Seraj had sharp wit, a playful
sense of humour, often accompa-
nied by an almost mischievous
smile that was disarmingly polite.

A scholar of high repute, he had
an impeccable character that was
endearing and warm; a man of de-
votion who had empathic listening
skills. In fact, I found his humility
manifested through the way he pa-
tiently listened to differing views
without being offensive in his re-
sponses.

He was indeed a jewel of a man
who taught hundreds of people,
inspired numerous students and
had an impact on so many schol-
ars.

He has been a source of inspi-
ration for the community, an out-
standing mentor, an empathic
counsellor, an avid reader, a mag-
nificent researcher, a mature

thinker – one steeped in tradi-
tional learning with a post-mod-

ern understanding and one who
combined academics with spiritu-

ality without betraying the funda-
mentals of either.

He had an incredibly warm at-
titude and loving presence.

If ever there were an ambassa-
dor for spirituality in our midst
then Shaikh Seraj was indeed that
person.

At the core of his mission,
whether as a leader or a lecturer,
was his ardent passion for the pro-
motion of faith, his profound love
for the Prophet (SAW) and his fer-
vent commitment to spreading the
deeper understanding of the inner
dimensions of Islam.

There are those who teach what
people want to learn and those
who teach what people need to
learn. Among Shaikh Seraj’s en-
during attributes was his ability to
teach people what they needed to
learn in a way that made them
want to learn it.

My life was immeasurably en-
riched by his companionship. I
had the great privilege of teaching
with him at Islamic College of
Southern Africa (Icosa) in the
early 90s.

I had the honour of being inti-
mately involved with him in the
unforgettable hosting of our mur-
shid, Sayyid Maliki Alawi, in the
mid-90s. I enjoyed the opportunity
of being with him as part of the
South African delegation at the In-
ternational Unity Conference, in
Washington, in the late 90s.

I also had the pleasure of his
company (in fact we were room-
mates) when we travelled to Mo-

rocco, a few years ago, with
Shaikh Muhammad bin Yahya al-
Ninowy – so many fun-filled, em-
powering, unforgettable
memories.

Shaikh Seraj was genuinely a
manifestation of ahl al-istiqaamah
(person of integrity) and ahl al-fi-
raasah (person of insight and fore-
sight). He was indeed a giant
among people: imam, mu’allim,
faqih, murshid, mufti, aarif.

His passing leaves an indelible
void in so many ways that many
other people put together will not
be able to fill. The treasury of his
wisdom elevated us all, just as the
preciousness of his legacy and the
fond memories we now cherish
will continue to nurture and con-
sole us.

On the painful occasion of this
great distress, this moment of im-
mense grief and tremendous loss
of an invaluable aalim, we say
farewell to our revered Shaikh
Seraj al-Alawi, rahmatullahi alaih.
We beseech Allah to raise him
among the awliya (saints) and the
saliheen (righteous).
Shaikh Sa’dullah Khan is CEO of
Islamia College, Cape Town.

Farewell to a remarkable scholar and a precious friend
A remarkable scholar and a precious friend: Shaikh Seraj Hendricks (right) with
the writer at the launch of Islamic College of Southern Africa (Icosa).

Photo SUPPLIED

SALMAN KHAN
IN June 2017, Indian soldiers in
Sikkim took Chinese border
guards completely by surprise
when they crossed into Bhutan
and physically blocked the
 Chinese road construction crew
from extending a track into
 disputed territory.

Eventually, hundreds of Indian
soldiers stood face-to-face with as
many Chinese for over two
months before New Delhi and Bei-
jing negotiated a mutual with-
drawal that saved face for the
Chinese.

Now, it is the Indians who have
been taken by surprise.

In the third week of April, In-
dian border forces in Ladakh ob-
served regular Chinese forces
along the line.

India and China share one of
the world’s longest land borders.
In 1962, the two countries en-
gaged in a bloody Himalayan bor-
der war, and tensions have flared
sporadically in the decades since.

In May, this year, an aggressive
cross-border skirmish between
Chinese and Indian forces resulted
in minor injuries to troops.

The incident was followed by
unconfirmed reports of tensions in
the mountainous area, though nei-
ther side publicly acknowledged
anything out of the ordinary.

In recent weeks, a Himalayan
border standoff between India and
China was triggered by India’s
construction of roads and airstrips
in the region.

Soldiers from both sides have
been camping out in the Galwan
Valley, in the high-altitude Ladakh
region, accusing each other of tres-
passing over the disputed border,
the trigger to the brief but bloody
war in 1962.

About 80 to 100 tents have
sprung up on the Chinese side and
about 60 on the Indian side, where
soldiers are billeted, Indian offi-
cials briefed on the matter in New
Delhi and in Ladakh’s capital, Leh,
said.

Both are digging defences and
Chinese trucks have been moving
equipment into the area, the offi-
cials said, raising concerns of a
long face-off.

‘China is committed to safe-
guarding the security of its na-
tional territorial sovereignty, as
well as safeguarding peace and
stability in the China-India border
areas,’ the Chinese Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson’s office said in
a statement.

‘At present, the overall situa-
tion in the border areas is stable
and controllable.

‘There are sound mechanisms
and channels of communication
for border-related affairs, and the
two sides are capable of properly
resolving relevant issues through
dialogue and consultation,’ the
statement added.

The Indian foreign ministry
commented that, in the first days
of June, Chinese troops had hin-
dered regular Indian patrols along
the Line of Actual Control (LAC).

But interviews with former In-
dian military officials and diplo-
mats suggest that the trigger for
the flare-up is India’s construction
of roads and airstrips.

‘Today, with our infrastructure
reach slowly extending into areas
along the LAC, the Chinese threat
perception is raised,’ said former
Indian foreign secretary, Niru-
pama Rao.

Xi Jinping’s China is the propo-
nent of a hard-line on all matters
of territory and sovereignty.

After years of neglect, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s govern-
ment has pushed for improving
connectivity and by 2022, 66 key
roads along the Chinese border
will have been built.

These attempts are being
backed by a US-Indo nexus as the
United States has, for a long time,
been nurturing India as a regional
super-power to counter-balance
the growing Chinese influence in
the region, and their vast and am-
bitious road and seas belt eco-
nomic network.

The most important one is the
revival of the ancient Chinese silk
trade route, now being called the
CPEC corridor which connects
eastern China to Pakistan and
heading to the Pakistan southern
deep sea port at Gawader.

The Gawader port is significant
with its geo-strategic importance,
not only as the listening post for
China’s naval forces but it is also
close to the Strait of Hormuz,
which is a vital corridor for oil and
petroleum export to the rest of the
world.

The current tension arose when
India secretly started building an
airstrip and a network of roads
and bridges in the region, which is
close to Aksai Chin and Pakistan
Gilgit agency area, where the
CPEC crosses from China into
northern Pakistan.

The Indian construction of the
airstrip and roads in the region is
being seen by Chinese and Pakista-
nis as a long-term strategic move
to dissect the CPEC and connect
India to the central Asian republic
economies.

These moves by India, partially
backed by the US, have not gone
unnoticed and certainly raised the
eyebrows of Xi Jinping’s adminis-
tration in Beijing. The cool-tem-
pered Xi Jinping government

reacted mildly when Modi and his
junta unilaterally decided to annex
the international disputed territory
of Jammu and Kashmir by abro-
gating Article 370 35a on August
5, 2019.

Beijing reacted by calling a
UNSC meeting extraordinaire in
late August to raise the issue diplo-
matically at the UN.

One of these roads is near the
Galwan valley that connects to
Daulat Beg Oldi air base, which
was inaugurated last October.
‘The road is very important be-
cause it runs parallel to the LAC
and is linked at various points
with the major supply bases in-
land,’ said Shyam Saran, another
former Indian foreign secretary.

On May 29, US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo waded into
the territorial saga, voicing his
concerns over the border dispute
on a podcast.

‘Even today, increasing forces
of China moved up to north of
India on the line of actual control
there on the Indian border,’ Pom-
peo said.

‘These are the kind of actions
that authoritarian regimes take
and they have a real impact.’

Meanwhile, US President Don-
ald Trump said in May that the US
would be willing to mediate or ar-
bitrate border disputes between
India and China.

‘We have informed both India
and China that the United States is
ready, willing and able to mediate
or arbitrate their now raging bor-
der dispute. Thank you!’ he
tweeted.

China’s Belt and Road is a
string of ports, railways, roads
and bridges connecting China to
Europe via central and southern
Asia and involving Pakistan,
China’s close ally and India’s long-

time foe.
India and China engaged in a

diplomatic war of words over dis-
puted Kashmir last year, when
New Delhi unilaterally revoked
the disputed region’s limited au-
tonomy and split it into two fed-
eral territories – Ladakh and
Jammu & Kashmir – in a bid to
annex both regions.

That move was slammed by
Pakistan, which administers a por-
tion of Kashmir but claims the
whole of Kashmir.

It doesn’t claim a sliver of the
region, called Aksai Chin, that
China controls since defeating
India in the 1962 war.

‘Currently, government sources
assess there are close to 10 000
soldiers of China on Indian terri-
tory.

‘Dialogue is frozen, with the
Chinese rebuffing Indian calls for
flag meetings to resolve the situa-
tion,’ former Indian military offi-
cer and defence expert, Ajai
Shukla, said.

Speaking to CNN-affiliate
News18, Indian Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said a ‘significant
number’ of Chinese troops had
moved to the Line of Actual Con-
trol (LAC) between the two coun-
tries.

‘It is true that people of China
are on the border. They claim that
it is their territory.

‘Our claim is that it is our area.
There has been a disagreement
over it ... India has done what it
needs to do,’ Singh said during the
interview.

He added that top-level talks
between the two countries would
be held on June 6.

Waking up the dragon with the elephant trumpet

His passing
leaves an

 indelible void in
so many ways...

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21
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SHAFIQ MORTON
THIS is the one obituary I have
never wanted to write, that of
Shaikh Seraj Hendricks 
al-marhum, my closest friend, my
teacher and my confidante. I was
three years older than him, and I
was supposed to pass on before
him – but, as we always say,
Allah knows best.

We became close friends 31
years ago. The shaikh, then just in
his post-Afro-bell-bottom days,
was studying to be an aalim at
Umm ul-Qura University, in
Makkah, and sitting at the feet of
the great sage, Sayyid Muhammad
Alawi al-Maliki. I was a long-
haired surfer, photojournalist,
magazine editor and eclectic ac-
tivist.

I was introduced to him by my
late wife, Nur, who was his first
cousin, and who had grown up in
the Azzawia, in Walmer Estate,
Cape Town, with him.  He was the
nephew of my late father-in-law,
Shaikh Ebrahim Hendricks.

Nur always referred to her
cousin as ‘Serajie’, and later as ‘die
shegh’ (the shaikh).

She would blow into the room
and ask him: ‘Hoe vaar die shegh?’
(How is the shaikh?) And he
would laugh, and say, ‘Niggie, djy
is altyd stout, maar gee my ‘n
soentjie.’ (Cousin, you are always
naughty but come and greet me.)

I met Shaikh Seraj for the first
time, in the late 1980s, after he
had returned to Cape Town for
the annual summer recess. In those
days, he was staying in Salt River,
at the home of his late father-in-

law, Boeta ‘Rashiedjie’ Abrahams,
one of the Azzawia’s imams.

People must have thought us an
odd couple. Here was a shaikh-to-
be, imbued with fiqh and Ta-
sawwuf reflecting a classical
tradition, and a salt-stained no-
body filled with the stuff of non-
sense.

But we seemed to click, and I
certainly met my match in debate,
something we would do for hours
on end.

Shaikh Seraj was the one per-
son who had read more books
than me.

And as his intellectual inferior,
I have to confess I was always
amazed at how effortlessly he
could bat my philosophical
googlies away. He would stylishly
out-quote me, and, like Brian Lara
in his prime, dispatch my argu-
ment to the ropes.

While a passion for deen was
our rallying point, our love of lit-
erature, the arts and the esoteric
was our academic playground. I
would come in with ideas about
UFOs, he would counter with the-
ories on jinn; I would come in
with words of Omar Khayyam
and he would quote Shakespeare
or Imam Ghazali.

We were both obsessive about
history, and he actively supported
my writings on Makkah, Palestine
and Tuan Guru – as he supported
so many others in their creative
endeavours over the years.

As a friend, I tried many times
to get the shaikh to surf, as he
tried to get me into computer gam-
ing (one of his recreational pas-
sions). He got me as far as
admiring the graphics of Warcraft,
and I got him as far as fish and
chips.

Over the years, we found our-
selves sharing many projects and
experiences: the United Demo-
cratic Front anti-apartheid move-
ment, Voice of the Cape, Dome
Publications, the Islamic Unity
Conference, in Washington, the
Imam Ghazali Conference, in
Cape Town, the soap operas of
Muslim Personal Law, the politics
of the lunar calendar, TV produc-
tions and the hosting of interna-
tional guests.

However, ours was a friendship
that could never be a selfish or ex-
clusive one. He was an important
public figure, a community leader
– and he had to be a man for all
people at all times.

And although I was in the pub-
lic eye, too (for more frivolous rea-
sons), I could see from a bird’s eye
view that people really looked up
to him.

In three decades, I never saw
him giving anything less than 100
per cent in whatever he did.

As media colleague, Mahmood
Sanglay, so aptly puts it: ‘He al-
ways displayed compassion, hu-
mility and a genuine recognition
of the humanity of the other.’

In other words, his warmth of
welcome would transcend the ar-
tificial, stilted social mores usually
associated with figures of status.
He would foreground his own
weaknesses in showing himself to
others in a rare combination of
humble heart and superior intel-
lect.

What I so admired about my
dear friend was this bighearted-
ness. He would so often interrupt
his own lectures to acknowledge

those sitting in front of him, and
lavishly praise their qualities be-
fore his.

If the shaikh had a weakness, it
was his inability to say ‘no’ and his
inborn innocence about the good-
ness of human nature.

He loved people uncondition-
ally but there were, admittedly,
times when the demands would
become too much, and it would
seriously affect his health.

I harbour strong feelings about
the ‘commoditisation’, or ex-
ploitation, of scholars such as
Shaikh Seraj.

I would see this happening at
the hands of agenda-driven peo-
ple, and express my concerns but
the shaikh – despite the inevitable
knocks – had too many good
thoughts to ever listen to me, a
cynical journalist.

As I write, still numb at his
passing, I realise just how much I
will miss my dearest friend. I will
miss the tea we would have after
the Tuesday classes, the random
discussions we would have from
terabytes to Touheed – and, of
course – the banter at the Friday
lunch table.

It reminds me that our friend-
ship was about laughter, aspira-
tion, hope and good things. It was
about our families, about the fu-
ture, the things we still had to do.

What I console myself with is
that the name ‘Seraj’ means
‘lamp’.

My dear friend, Shaikh Seraj,
was a lamp – not only for me –
but, unselfishly, for the thousands
of people whose hearts he so lov-
ingly touched.

Shaikh Seraj Hendricks: a tribute to a dear friend

Shaikh Seraj Hendricks in his office. On the desk is a photograph of his murshid,
Shaikh Sayyid Muhammad ibn Alawi al-Maliki. Photo SHAFIQ MORTON

India’s ambition to become a
regional superpower and her bel-
ligerent attitude towards her
neighbours since 1947 needs to be
corrected as India has waged three
wars on Pakistan on the issue of
Kashmir, and was instrumental in
dissecting Pakistan from its terri-
tory of east Pakistan in 1971
where, to date, a low-intensity war
continues between India and Pak-
istan.

The Nepalese and Bhutan have
suffered the same from this cun-
ning neighbour then the Sino-In-
dian war of 1962, where India lost
35 000 square kilometres of Kash-
miri territory to China.

India needs to consolidate its
territorial integrity and build her
contracting economy to meet the
ever-growing bulge of her popula-
tion, which is in excess of 1,2 bil-
lion.

However, the Indian union
must take a lesson from USSR
hegemony and expansion in the
south-east region when they rolled
their armies and tanks into Kabul,
in 1978.

After ten years of fighting guer-
rilla warfare, they retreated with
fiscal and human lives losses, and
their misadventure into Kabul
proved to be a black hole into
their economy and then, eventu-
ally, the mighty Red empire disin-
tegrated.

The Indian union’s unilateral
decision to abrogate Article 
370 35a and to illegally annex 86
000 kilometres of disputed territo-
ries on August 5, 2019, and send-
ing 900 000 troops to the disputed
territories of Jammu Kashmir will
prove to be as devastating as
Kabul was to the Russian empire.

Kashmir will become a fiscal
draining black hole for the Indian
union, and they will be risking
colossal economic damage to their

economy and might end up disin-
tegrated into many independent
states, as happened to USSR.

Any sane politician and military
general can analyse the situation
and will re-strategise their strategy
in Kashmir and Nepal.

It makes perfect sense since the
Indian illegal occupation of Kash-
mir has not stopped the Kashmiris
uprising since 1947, even though
India has stationed 750 000 armed
forces in Indian occupied Kashmir,
which is the highest militarised
zone in the world, and having
fought three full-scale wars on
Kashmir with her nuclear power
neighbour, Pakistan.

The result after 73 years of ille-
gal occupation is that over
100 000 Kashmiri have been killed
by the Indian army in order to
quell the uprising of Kashmiris for
their right to self-determination as
enshrined in UNSC resolution 47
of 1948.

Since August 5, 2019, Kashmir

is in brutal military lockdown
with no civil liberties, no freedom
of expression, movement and as-
sociation.

The world is taking note of the
situation like never before and,
sooner or later, the UNSC will be
forcing a promised plebiscite.

So why not an honourable re-
treat from Kashmir and let the
people of Kashmir practice their
right of self-determination?

This is what USSR army gener-
als asked in the Washington ac-
cord in 1988: to have an
honourable retreat after the failed
attempt to occupy Afghanistan.
Perhaps India is yearning for an
honest and neutral broker.

It is believed that the June 6
high level military command talks
between China and India were fu-
tile and Indian generals returned
empty-handed. Indian armies have
been threatening for a few months
to attack Azad Kashmir (Pakistan
administrated Kashmir) and have

been engaged in skirmishes all
along the line of control on Kash-
miri disputed territories.

Now, with a dragon on their
stoep, can India afford a two-front
war and, in recent weeks, the
Nepalese prime minister has also
published a new map of his coun-
try, showing large tracks of land as
their territory, which India is ille-
gally occupying and claiming to be
theirs.

Nepalese armies are threatening
to cut off ‘Leh’ and ‘Daulat Beg
Oldi’, a newly constructed road in
India’s ‘Chicken’s Neck’, which is
another hotspot where the Chi-
nese have had confrontations in
Sikkim area in June 2017.

With the current prevailing ten-
sion between India and China, it is
likely that the Chinese will help
the Nepalese to gain their claimed
territories from India.

Since South Africa is a part of
BRICS and IBSA, it is perhaps
time for diplomatic intervention

and mediation as China and India
are part of BRICS, and South
Africa can play a neutral part be-
tween the two members and also
an ideal opportunity to seek a me-
diation role in the disputed terri-
tories of Kashmir since South
Africa is a non-permanent mem-
ber of the UNSC and currently
holds the position of the UNSC
chair.

It would be most appropriate to
live the principled foreign policy
stance of Nelson Mandela, in
1998.

‘All of us remain concerned
that the issue of Jammu and Kash-
mir should be solved through
peaceful negotiations and should
be willing to lend all the strength
we have to the resolution of this
matter.’

The foundation of South
African foreign policy being based
on advancing human rights and
promoting democracy, it is clear
that South Africa could play a role
in conflict resolution and media-
tion in Kashmir.

South Africa has a track record
of success with previous mediation
from a neutral position. For exam-
ple, in 2014, former President
Jacob Zuma appointed then
Deputy President Cyril
Ramaphosa as special envoy to the
Sri Lanka peace mediation
process.

Prior to that, in 2009, then
President Thabo Mbeki was ap-
pointed by the African Union to
broker a power-sharing and medi-
ation deal between South Sudan
and Sudan. In both cases, South
African neutrality and mediation
played a fruitful role.

The latest on the issue is that 20
Indian soldiers have died and 34
are missing in action after a fierce
faceoff on June 15, according to
BBC news reports.
Salman Khan is an independent
political analyst for South East
Asia and a human rights activist.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20
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AHMED BHAYAT
JULY is Mental Health
 Awareness Month and, according
to statistics released by the South
African Depression and Anxiety
Group (Sadag), as many as one in
six South Africans suffer from
anxiety, depression or 
substance-use problems – and
this does not include more
 serious conditions, such as
 bipolar disorder or
 schizophrenia.

The prevalence of
mental health disorders

Even more alarming statistics
were revealed at the Mental
Health Summit held in Johannes-
burg, in 2019, stating that as
many as one in three South
Africans will suffer from mental
health issues at some point in their
lives.

Sadag states that, in South
Africa, 21,4 per cent of teenagers
have considered committing sui-
cide due to a combination of is-
sues, such as family problems,
violence, emotional or sexual
abuse, bullying, substance abuse,
teenage pregnancy and exam
stress.

Unfortunately, 60 per cent of
teenagers do not seek assistance,
mainly because they do not know
that there are resources available.

What is mental illness?
Mental illness refers to a wide

range of mental health conditions

– disorders that affect your mood,
thinking and behaviour.

Examples of mental illness in-
clude depression, anxiety disor-
ders, schizophrenia, bipolar
disorder, eating disorders and ad-
dictive behaviours. Many people
have mental health concerns from
time to time.

Unfortunately, in South Africa
there is still a stigma around men-
tal illness, which is a major barrier
to the effective treatment and
management of the conditions as
it prevents many people from
seeking the help they require.

How pharmacists can help
With such a high prevalence of

mental health disorders in South
Africa, the community pharmacist
plays a vital role in the identifica-

tion, support and management of
mental health disorders.

Pharmacists are often the
healthcare professionals who have
the most contact with a person
with mental health issues – and
may, in fact, be the first person to
refer a patient with suspected
mental health issues for further
treatment.

Due to the stigma associated
with mental health disorders, hav-
ing a healthcare practitioner with
whom they feel comfortable ask-
ing for advice and enquiring about
their well-being can be very im-
portant to patient care.

Pharmacists are able to con-
tribute to healthcare teams by de-
tecting and resolving or preventing
medicine-related problems by pro-
viding comprehensive counselling
to patients on the safe and effec-
tive use of their medicines.

Pharmacists can reinforce pri-

mary prevention of many stress-
related mental disorders, such as
depression, with health promotion
and lifestyle modification activities
in the community, and pharma-
cists can refer to appropriate
healthcare practitioners when nec-
essary.

The lack of adherence to psy-
chotropic medicines remains a
highly prevalent problem. Phar-
macists can support patient adher-
ence to medicine treatment plans –
treatment of mental health disor-
ders usually requires some form of
pharmacotherapy, and the correct
and regular taking of that medica-
tion is essential to remission,
restoring previous levels of func-
tioning and preventing re-occur-
rence.

Your pharmacist is a medica-
tion expert who is trained in phar-
maceutical care, which is basically
getting the right medication to the

right person at the right time for
the right condition with a mini-
mum of adverse effects.

As we move through life, our
metabolism and health status
changes, which means our medica-
tion needs to change and your
pharmacist is able to assist with
this.

With the right healthcare man-
agement and support, patients ex-
periencing a mental health
disorder can boost their well-
being. Community pharmacies
play an important role in helping
patients stay mentally healthy.

The ICPA urges South Africans
who are struggling with a stress-
related condition or are suffering
from a mental health disorder to
visit their community pharmacy. A
confidential, friendly chat with
your pharmacist may be all that is
required to get you back onto the
road to recovery.

Don’t suffer in silence, rather
reach out and ask your pharmacist
for help and get the treatment
needed to restore your health and
sense of well-being.
Ahmed Bayat is a pharmacist
with several years of experience
in community pharmacy and is
currently the COO of the
 Independent Community
 Pharmacy Association.

Mental health awareness: how your pharmacist can help
Health File

Ahmed Bhayat. Photo SUPPLIED

Pharmacists are able to contribute 
to healthcare teams by detecting 

and resolving or preventing 
medicine-related problems by

 providing comprehensive 
counselling to patients on the safe

and effective use of their medicines.
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PROVIDING AFFORDABLE QUALITY HEALTHCARE.www.melomed.co.za

TOKAI

WE’RE HERE 
FOR YOU…
MEDICAL CARE RIGHT ON 
YOUR DOORSTEP.

Our Emergency Unit at Melomed Tokai is 
available 24/7 providing comprehensive 
medical care to children and their families.

MELOMED TOKAI EMERGENCY NUMBER 
021 764 7023.

Main Rd & Keysers Rd, Tokai, Cape Town, 7965. 
T: 021 764 7500    I    E: info@melomed.co.za

DR AZZAAM NAJJAAR
‘ALLAH is beautiful and loves
beauty’

Plastic surgery is often associ-
ated with the glitz and glamour of
the A-listers. There is more to the
speciality than this. It is seen to
have two main subdivisions: cos-
metic and reconstructive surgery.

Many people inaccurately
equate plastic surgery solely with
cosmetic surgery and, although
surgery for appearance forms a
significant part of the speciality,
even more so is the treatment and
reconstruction of injuries, includ-
ing burns, hand injuries, a variety
of cancers and congenital deformi-
ties.

As plastic surgeons, we aim to
improve both function and form.

The English word ‘plastic’
comes from the Greek word ‘plas-
tikos’, which means ‘to mould’.
When used in the context of plas-
tic surgery, the term has nothing to
do with the use of the synthetic
material that we encounter on a
daily basis.

The term ‘plastic surgery’ was
first used in 1818 by the German
von Graefe in his book Rhinoplas-
tik. This name was used again by
Zeis, in 1863, who published an
index of literature relevant to plas-
tic surgery from as far back as 900
years BC.

In India, around 600 BC, crim-
inals would be punished by way of
nasal amputations. An Indian sur-
geon by the name of Susruta
would reconstruct the noses of
these maimed faces using tissue

from the forehead.
This debut ‘nasal reconstruc-

tion’ was the birthplace of recon-
structive surgery. It was during the
First and Second World Wars that
the current modern day speciality
of plastic surgery was recognised
as an independent speciality and it
is then that it started to flourish.

What is often forgotten and not
mentioned is the contribution of
Muslims to the field of plastic sur-
gery. It gives me great pride to
mention this as I feel an intimate
link to this legacy by way of my
Arab bloodline.

The Arabs made great progress
in the House of Wisdom of Bagh-
dad between the 8th and 12th cen-

turies AD. This was the golden era
of Muslim academics. It was then
that the core of almost all surgical
specialties was developed.

I pay particular homage to the
father of modern day surgery and
pharmacy, Abu al-Qasim Khalaf
ibn al-Abbas al-Zahrawi al-
Ansari, latinised as ‘Albucasis’.

Al-Zahrawi was born in the
city of Azahara, Andalusia. His
heritage was from the Al-Ansar of
Madinah. The surgery chapter of
his famous 30-volume medical
text was translated into Latin and
was the standard textbook in Eu-
rope for the next five hundred

years.
By 1250, England had its first,

now oldest, medical manuscript
and, according to the British Med-
ical Journal, it has a ‘startling sim-
ilarity’ with Al-Zahrawi’s
encyclopaedia.

The famous 14th-century
French surgeon, Guy de Chauliac,
quoted him over 200 times in his
book, which was published in
cities such as Venice, Basel and
Oxford up until the 18th century.

Al-Zahrawi pioneered the use
of catgut, a suture material that is
still used by plastic surgeons
today. He designed an array of

surgical instruments that are still
used today.

He was also known for his in-
terest in the subject of cosmetics.
He considered cosmetics a branch
of medicine, which he called
‘Medicine of Beauty’ and dedi-
cated a chapter to it in his medical
encyclopaedia.

A common procedure per-
formed by plastic surgeons nowa-
days is the removal of excess
breast tissue in men (gynecomas-
tia). Although it has evolved over
the centuries, it has its basis in Al-
Zahrawi’s teachings. In fact, he de-
scribed one of the most common
complications of the procedure
and the appropriate treatment for
it.

Even though the roots of this
speciality run as far back as the Is-
lamic golden era, plastic surgery
continues to be a rapidly progress-
ing, ever-evolving surgical special-
ity.

Modern breakthroughs in plas-
tic surgery include the develop-
ment of skin substitutes in treating
burns; the development of micro-
surgery has resulted in more com-
plex reconstructive procedures
and the replantation of amputated
parts; laser treatments hold prom-
ising results for previously detri-
mental skin conditions.

And so, I hold my breath as I
look to the future and what the
possibilities are in this, undoubt-
edly, most creative field of surgery.
Dr Azzaam Najjaar [MBChB
(UCT) FC Plast Surg (SA) is a
Board Certified plastic surgeon at
Melomed Tokai.

Plastic surgery and the Islamic golden era

Dr. Azzam Najjaar. Photo SUPPLIED Examples of Al-Zahrawi’s instruments from his Kitab al-Tasrif
Source WWW.ANCIENT-ORIGINS.NET
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ZEINOUL ABEDIEN CAJEE
WAQF is a powerful medium or
mechanism to empower
 communities.

In the context of community
development, empowerment can
be defined as a process by which
members of a community organise
themselves to mobilise, own, con-
trol, invest, and manage their col-
lective resources.

This will enable and lead to
community resilience and self-re-
liance to pursue community con-
cerns, needs and objectives, and
also actualise and realise them.

On the other hand, to be disem-
powered is to lack resources –
whether financial or social, capac-
ities, abilities, to be deprived of
rights, to be leaderless – whether
individually or collectively.

We have seen how communities
have been decimated by land dep-
rivation, educational deprivation,
family structure destruction, eco-
nomic resource theft, eco-system
destruction in many communities
by tyrannical governments.

To be disempowered is to be
relegated to slavery, to be the un-
derdog, to be the oppressed, to be
the beggar, and to be denied
human dignity.

So, if a community wants to be
in charge of its own destiny, pro-
tect its valuable human and mate-
rial resources, its culture and
traditions, its environment, intel-

lectual legacy, its security then it
has to pursue a course of action
that will be empowering rather
than disempowering.

To be empowered is to have the
capacity to do good, to be re-
silient, to avert oppression, to be
benevolent and to pursue social
justice.

Abu Huraira (RA) reported
Allah’s Messenger (SAW) as say-
ing: ‘A strong believer is better and
is more lovable to Allah than a
weak believer, and there is good in
everyone…’

A further question may be
asked: In which way should a be-
liever be strong?

There are many ways to be
strong: physical strength; courage
and fearlessness; strength in char-
acter, values, spirit, morals and
ethics, imaan and/or faith; strong
in stature, dignity, human rights,
and being responsible and ac-
countable.

We can be strong individually,
as family, as a neighbourhood or
collectively, as community and as
ummah.

We can be strong intellectually
with a great culture of learning,
reading, research and writing; by
having a strong economic base in
various sectors of the economy –
businesses, industries, property,
agriculture, mining, technology,
healthcare, leisure, recreation; in
sport and recreation; in science
and technology; in being creative

in finding solutions to human and
environmental problems and is-
sues; and in having highly quali-
fied members of the community
who are also in high demand by
the public for their excellent and
committed service to the commu-
nity – as indispensable.

We can be strong in leadership
and management. And more.

Allah commands in Surah Aale
Imraan: ‘O you who have attained
faith, persevere in patience and
constancy; vie in such persever-
ance; strengthen each other and be
conscious of God, that you may
prosper.’ (3:200)

Furthermore, Allah commands
in Surah al-Anfal: ‘And prepare
for them what you can of strength
[of arms] and horses tethered [for
battle]...’ (8:60)

The above verse exhorts believ-
ers to prepare in whichever way
possible of power and strength –
even military strength.

There are many ways to be-
come an empowered and strong
community. One tried and tested
way is the waqf system – mobili-
sation, own, control and manage
our collective resources.

Today, it is our collective duty
– those who have the capacity and
the means – that each of us should
become contributors to the cause
of Allah.

The waqf way is the most pow-
erful and enduring way to mo-
bilise our collective resources.

Let every Muslim family in
every village, town and city con-
tribute a minimum of R100 per
family (or R20 per person per
month).

Let’s do the sums:
100 000 families: (average five

persons per family, at R20 per per-
son per month) (R100 per family
per month) 100 000 X R100 =
R10 000 000 per month X 12 =
R120 000 000 per annum.

In 8,3 years, the ummah would
have a collective fund of R1bil-
lion. Can you imagine in 20 – 50
years? Can you imagine if all Mus-
lim families in South Africa be-
come contributors to our central
waqf fund?

Is this achievable? A resounding
‘yes’ from many that we have spo-
ken to. Would this not make the
Muslim ummah in South Africa a
formidable force?

As a result of this capital mobil-
isation, we would, as a commu-
nity, wipe out poverty within the
ummah. We would ensure that
every Muslim child has the best
tarbiyyah and education.

We would strive to have ade-
quate housing, healthcare and se-
curity, and we would be able to
make great contributions in all
spheres of South African life:
poverty elimination, addressing in-
equalities, food and water security
projects and dawah centres.

We could have a strong media
presence, building schools and

clinics, develop future youth lead-
ers, fostering social cohesion and
promoting positive ideals ... and
any imaginable contribution to de-
veloping and empowering com-
munities.

If each one of us joins hands to
strengthen our collective re-
sources, indeed we will be able to
achieve unimaginable feats and re-
store the greatness of the ummah
of Rasoolullah (SAW) – all for the
pleasure of Allah.

But we need to shift focus and
shift gear to the most sacred, pow-
erful, sustainable voluntary Is-
lamic charity. Awqaf SA is leading
and showing the way – the waqf
way, the empowerment way to-
wards community solidarity and
community sovereign funds.
Zeinoul Abedien Cajee is the
CEO of Awqaf SA.

Waqf as empowerment of communities and development

Sha re th e c a

re

#

FNB Account Name: Share the Care
Account Number: 62809924980
Branch Code: 250655
Ref: Name & Cell Number

Join our Food Security WAQF and 
let your legacy be a society free from 
hunger or donate as little as R100
to help make a difference.

OVER R2 MILLION
RAISED
FOR IMMEDIATE FOOD RELIEF
SINCE LOCKDOWN

THANK YOU!

An initiative of
Proudly endorsed by

OUR GOAL
IS TO RAISE

R100 MILLION RAND 
FOR

SUSTAINABLE
FOOD SECURITY.

Wishing a j yousall oishing  a j yousall o

Eid MubarakEid MubarakEid MubarakEid Mubarak
WWishing a a j yousll oishing a  a j yousll o
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OPERATION Qurbani is an
 annual Sanzaf project
 commemorating the steadfastness
of Prophet Ibrahim (AS) through
the ritual sacrifice of qurbani.

Sanzaf assists the public in
practising the Sunnah of Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) by facilitating
and sacrificing the animals in
South Africa, Malawi and
Mozambique.

Sanzaf has a proven track
record of facilitating the sacrifice
entrusted to the organisation in a
way that ensures all the sunnah
are carried out relating to the
treatment, storage and the sacri-
fice of the animals.

The public is given the option
of being allocated a third of the
animal, and Sanzaf identifies com-
munities or families in need to dis-
tribute the balance.

In the months preceding Oper-
ation Qurbani, Sanzaf’s casework-
ers assess the potential
beneficiaries to ensure that the
meat from the sacrificed animals
reaches those who need it most.

Qurbani distribution in the
Western Cape includes, Langa,
Gugulethu, Khayelitsha,
Bridgetown, Mitchells Plain,
Crossroads, Paarl, Wellington,
Vredenburg, Manenberg, Belhar,

Worcester and Elsies River.
All sacrifices are performed in

accordance with shariah and stan-
dards set out by the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(SPCA).

Annually, a live outside broad-
cast is conducted from Sanzaf’s
marquee at the Seratoga Farm in
Philippi, Cape Town, on the morn-
ing of Eid-ul-Adha. The pro-
gramme entails interaction with

Sanzaf scholars highlighting an in-
teractive Q&A on the virtues of
qurbani and the SPCA representa-
tives advocating adherence to
safety.

An investment of R15 for each
qurbani sold by Sanzaf is allocated
to the Masjid Waqf Fund, which
provides assistance to mosques in
need of building improvements
and/ or renovations.

Traditionally, Sanzaf facilitates

individuals witnessing their qur-
bani, however, due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, the organisation will
not be providing this service dur-

ing this period.
For more information visit san-

zaf.org.za and pay online or con-
tact us at 021 638 0965.

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -

Share your qurbani and make an impact.
Perform your sacrifice with Sanzaf!

Sanzaf takes every effort to ensure animals are sourced locally, supporting local
economies and sustaining local farmers. The team at Sanzaf ensures that all
 animals are maintained in humane conditions and complies with Islamic
 injunctions pertaining to sacrifice. Qurbani is performed on the 10th, 11th and
12th days of Dhil-Hijjah. Sacrifices can only be made after the Eid prayer.

Photo SANZAF MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS

Egshaan Ariefdien, the Sanzaf representative from the Western Cape and a
 member of the Operation Qurbani logistics team, coordinating the distribution of
qurbani in Mozambique. The generosity of donors enables Sanzaf to provide food
to thousands in South Africa, Malawi and Mozambique.

Photo SANZAF MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS
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INSAAF GASANT
WE all yearn to perform the most
sacred journey of a lifetime –
Hajj – and, thereafter, wish to
share our wondrous experience
with others. Allah SWT has
 created all of us and knows our
innermost, secret dreams. It is
through His infinite mercy that
the dream of The Practical
 Journey was brought to life.

The Practical Journey was ini-
tially formed to provide female

hujaaj with practical experiences
to assist them in preparing for the
Hajj: their respective journeys of a
lifetime.

Workshops were presented by
recent hujaaj representing each as-
pect of the journey, from taking
the first steps on the sacred
grounds of Madinah and Makkah
to donning the ihraam and beg-
ging the Almighty for forgiveness
on Arafah.

Starting with 40 hujaaj in 2015,
the demand has required us to ex-

pand.
Currently we cater for 250 hu-

jaaj both males and females. Hu-
jaaj were supplied with a snack
pack to remind them of home dur-
ing the lean days in Azizia.

It was during one of these drop
offs that the Almighty placed an
idea into our hearts and with this
niyaat and overwhelming support
from donors, we managed to re-
build a home for a hajji in Paarl
before his return from pilgrimage,
Alhamdulillah.

COVID-19 has forced us to
move our workshops to online
platforms, provide much needed
masks to hospital units, feed the
needy, repurpose the many doekies
and abaayahs in our closets, pro-
vide data to students for online
learning and illuminating our
mosques.

Many shaikhs, caretakers etc.
form part of the unemployed
masses who need our assistance.
Hajj, Umrah, women empower-
ment, aged, youth, education and

leisure are six interwoven
branches that comprise The Prac-
tical Journey but, together, they
make a formidable team of ladies
striving to make this little patch of
Africa a better place to live in.

‘Those who spend of their
goods (in charity) by night and by
day, in secret and in public, shall
have their reward with their Lord;
on them shall be no fear nor shall
they grieve.’ (Surah Baqarah, 274)
Insaaf Gasant is the director/
founder of The Practical Journey.

A practical journey that starts in our community

KAUTHAR ROOMANEY
IT is said that women hold up
half of the sky but, too often,
many of us do not even realise
exactly by how much.

We have reached a trying time
in South Africa. Not only is
COVID-19 causing an uproar, our
sisters are still fighting for a place
in the world. Women are seen as
inferior, meek and an object to
some.

It is extremely difficult to break
that mindset and demand equal
rights and opportunities. While
some women constantly face gen-
der-based violence and inequality,
others battle with fulfilling the tra-
ditional role of a woman.

The traditional societal role of
women has remained unchanged
for many years. Often, we hear
that a woman’s place is in the
kitchen or ‘you can’t get married
unless your rotis are round’. We
see how women are expected to
fulfil those roles in our house-
holds, amongst our families and in
our communities.

A common example is when
men and children sit to eat first.
Moreover, society determines
what is acceptable for and re-
quired of a woman. The problem
stems from previous generations
that gave rise to the patriarchy
and stereotypical roles of a
woman.

In another light, women make
up half of our country’s popula-
tion. There is a demand for
women to be empowered and gen-
der equality to be restored in order
for women to contribute in all
spheres of life.

This needs to be achieved for
our country to gain sustainable de-
velopment.

Women empowerment is one of
the most infallible ways to break
the patriarchy and lift people,
communities and nations out of
inequality.

There is still a long road ahead
before women can enjoy funda-
mental rights. However, the turn-
ing point would be if government
eradicates discriminating laws and
societal practices that create a neg-
ative effect in our country.

Furthermore, stronger forms of
leadership undoubtedly lie in un-
tapped resources.

Another strong argument is the
notion of feminism. What people

fail to understand is that feminism
does not mean misandry. Rather,
it means that females do not be-
lieve in the patriarchy and gender
norms given to a female.

Feminism is a start of women
abolishing the stereotypes, de-
manding equality, unapologeti-
cally revealing their ambitions and
proving their success.

Despite the daily struggles
women face, they still, somehow,
manage to rise above them. Every
day we hear about female entre-
preneurs, influencers speaking up,
new movements created to raise
awareness and seek justice.

We have mothers studying at
the age of 40, housewives trying to
gain independence, young girls
starting NGOs and women using
their voices and strength to uplift
others.

Overcoming this generation-
long battle starts with small steps,
and starts with you. Mothers, ed-
ucate your sons; husbands, appre-
ciate your wives and offer to help
around the house; brothers look
after your sisters; and men, no
means no.

The responsibility should al-
ways be equal. This will not take
away the problem but it will
surely help.

Think about it, what would a
future that is female look like if
women were given a mike and
women who are woken enough
and became this powerful force of
change, leading and setting new
rules?

Ladies, remember, there is
nothing more powerful than a
woman who chooses to believe in
herself and goes all out in pursuit
of her dreams.
Kauthar Roomaney is a survivor,
teacher and motivational speaker.

The future is female:
patriarchy must be abolished

Kauthar Roomaney. Photo SUPPLIED

THE Pretoria-based Lajpaal Foundation embarked on a mass grocery, vegetable,
fruit and other essential item distribution drive to address the hunger crisis as a
result of COVID-19. The distribution covered three areas: Klipgat, Pretoria West
and Lotus Gardens. Klipgat, about 60 kilometres from Laudium, was the main
focus. Over 6 000 items were distributed to the poor and needy suffering from the
COVID-19 extended lock-down. Many had lost their jobs and were finding it
 difficult to provide basic needs for their families. The Lajpaal Foundation is now
in the process of setting up sustainable assistance programmes for these
 communities. The foundation thanks all members, donors and volunteers
 involved in making this distribution possible. There are further mass distributions
planned for the upcoming weeks in Mobapane, Ga-Rankuwa and surrounding
areas. Further assistance is required from the community, whether it be cash or
kind or even moral support. Volunteers are also welcome to participate in the
weekly distributions. The Lajpaal Foundation believes that the extended
 lockdown will continue for a few more months and the situation is likely to get
worse for the poor. If you are able to support the work of the Lajpaal Foundation,
please contact them on 074 927 8627. The foundation is based at 251 Pearl Street,
Laudium, Tshwane. Photo SUPPLIED
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DR FAWZY BASARDIEN
MY WhatsApp message, at 8.20
on Saturday, June 6, from
Shahied Ajam reads: ‘Please try
to attend the soup kitchen
 initiative at 14.00 today. You
might learn something.’ He
passed away at 12 o’clock, two
hours before this event. 

What can I tell you about
Shahied Ajam? He was a great
leader, a father, an innovator, a
motivator and a transformer. He
was the greatest leader for the peo-
ple of District Six.

The memory of District Six,
also known as Kanaladorp
(‘kanala’ is a Malay word meaning
‘help one another’), is marked by
the event of February 11, 1966.
On this day, the district was de-
clared a White area under the
1950 Group Areas Act of the
apartheid government.

Many, if not most residents,
never made it back to an accept-
able quality of life, often facing the
wrath of gang wars, drugs and
crime in general, which is a daily
occurrence in the Cape Flats town-
ships.

Out of that circumstance origi-
nated a man of steadiness, calm
and a cheerful confidence that
would bring good things. Just like
a lifeguard at the beach, he was
the protector, keeping an eye out
for trouble in District Six.

He was the voice of reason for
the vulnerable and the impover-
ished; the friendly voice that often
appeared on community radio and
other mainstream radio and TV

news channels.
He was a charismatic leader;

the kind of leadership that corpo-
rates rarely manage to grow or-
ganically.

Shahied believed that we
should strive to fight injustice at
every corner where restitution of
the people of District Six and be-
yond is concerned.

He believed that the people
who were displaced more than 50
years ago had every right to de-
mand that their dignity be restored
and had the right to be free.

He believed that inequality and
prejudice were the worst things a

person could have experienced.
He believed that District Six was
not just a place in the world but
the hope of the vulnerable and the
impoverished.

Shahied’s deepest beliefs never
had much to do with his own en-
deavours of wealth creation but
representing the elderly and the
weak.

In a packed Blackpool Hall, in
Salt River, when meetings with the
claimants took place, he fed the
people with the last of his pennies
he possessed.

The food was made by the best
cooks the community had to offer

and Shahied would settle on noth-
ing less.

As I am trying to sketch the val-
ues of this great leader, a docu-
ment rests in front of me
describing a project he termed
‘People are People’.

‘People are people so why
should it be that you and I should
get along so awfully? So we are
different colours and we are differ-
ent creeds and different people
have different needs. It is obvious
you hate me although I have done
nothing wrong; I have never even
met you so what could I have
done. I can’t understand what
makes a man hate another man.
Please help me understand.’

This was Shahied’s opening
paragraph of his project called
‘People are People’, which is far
broader than just District Six.

This was his COVID-19 initia-
tive to distribute food parcels and
soup to the vulnerable and the im-
poverished in Langa, Khayelitsha,
Gugulethu, Mitchells Plain,
Hanover Park, Bonteheuwel, Hei-
develd, Lavender Hill, Manenberg
and Kraaifontein.

His words to me: ‘Fawzy, tell
me what you think of the narra-
tive?’ He quoted the words of
Pope Francis: ‘People are more im-
portant than the economy.’

While recipients are still wait-
ing for the grants of R350 per
month, Shahied has already filled
more stomachs and bailed out
many ordinary South Africans liv-
ing in our midst.

I have known Shahied for al-
most 10 years.

I met him while submitting my
family’s land claim in District Six.
At the time, he was the chairman
of the District Six Working Com-
mittee (D6WC).

He started the initiative from a
humble space in the Lydia
Williams Church, in District Six.
He listened attentively to me with
the greatest sympathy and did so
for all the claimants that he repre-
sented.

I am thinking of this great
leader and how he managed to
achieve the almost impossible task
of getting the Ministry of Rural
and Land Reform to commit to
the restitution process.

He spent almost all his time and
last days fighting for this just
cause. As one of the D6WC direc-
tors, I was responsible for writing
most of the organisation’s plans. I
was responsible for putting the vi-
sion of this great leader onto paper
for the ordinary to understand.

As with all great leaders, we
have to bid farewell at some point
yet, it is still so very sad and hard
to let Shahied go.

As hard as it may be, he be-
longs to Allah now and rests in the
barzakh.

South Africa and the people of
District Six honour you, Shahied,
for the loyalty and passion you
gave so unselfishly for restorative
justice.

May Allah grant you the high-
est place in Jannah and place sabr
in the hearts of your family,
friends and associates. Long live
the people of District Six! We are
going home!

Tribute to a fallen District Six activist

Shahied Ajam at the event at the Castle of Good Hope, in Cape Town, on February
15 this year, to mark the 54th commemoration of the District Six forced removals.
Also speaking at the event was the minister of public works and infrastructure,
Patricia de Lille. Photo WARDAH WILKINSON
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ZEENAT MOOSA HASSAN 
PROPHET Muhammad (SAW)
once said: ‘Whoever revives a
sunnah of mine that dies out
after I am gone, he will indeed
have a reward equivalent to that
of those among the people who
act upon it.’ (Ibn Majah)

Prophet Muhammad (SAW)
was known to be ‘more generous
than the nourishing wind’
(Bukhari).

One of the ways his (SAW) gen-
erosity would manifest was during
Eid-ul-Adha, when he would offer
a second qurbani alongside his
own, ‘for the one who could not
sacrifice from his ummah, one
who bore witness to the Oneness
of Allah and [his] Prophethood’.
(Tabarani and Ahmad)

This tradition started by the
Prophet (SAW) became known as
the Prophetic qurbani. The impor-
tance of this sunnah is such that
the Prophet (SAW) advised his
cousin and son-in-law, Ali (RA) to
follow it.

When Hanash (RA) asked Ali
(RA) why he was sacrificing two
rams, Ali (RA) replied: ‘The mes-
senger of Allah enjoined upon me
to sacrifice on his behalf so that is
what I am doing.’ (Abu Dawud)
This beautiful sunnah practice
quickly gained popularity amongst
the Sahaabah (RA) and was con-
tinued by the early Muslims.

Today, this beautiful act of gen-
erosity is all but forgotten. As fol-

lowers of the Messenger of Allah,
it is our duty to revive his (SAW)
sunnah and carry forward his
legacy.

The Quran tells us that the
Prophet (SAW) is the best example
for humankind: ‘There is indeed a
good model for you in the Mes-
senger of Allah [SAW]’ (33:21).
Therefore, we should hasten to

take every opportunity to follow
his (SAW) example to reap the re-
wards.

Like all sunnah practices, there
is divine wisdom and benefit to
giving an extra qurbani. The
Prophet (SAW) said: ‘None of you
truly believes until he loves for his
brother what he loves for himself.’
(Bukhari)

The extra sacrifice not only al-
lows for more poverty-stricken
families to eat nutritious meat but
it also strengthens the ties of
brotherhood by encouraging Mus-
lims to be compassionate and gen-
erous with one another,
reinforcing the unity of the
ummah.

This Eid-ul-Adha, join Muslim
Hands in reviving this forgotten
sunnah practice of the Prophet
(SAW). Give a Prohetic qurbani
with the intention of following the
Sunnah, feeding the poor and
gaining Allah’s reward.

By giving an extra qurbani, you
will not only double your reward
and your impact, you will also en-
sure that more of your Muslim
brothers and sisters will be in-

volved in the blessed festivities of
Eid-ul-Adha. At Muslim Hands,
we take your qurbani orders up
until Eid morning and sacrifice
healthy animals after Eid Salaah.
The fresh meat is then distributed
to the most vulnerable families
during the days of Eid, ensuring
your qurbani is 100 per cent valid.

You can choose to offer your
qurbani in over 20 different devel-
oping countries, like Mali, Niger,
Pakistan or even in emergency
zones like Yemen. Alternatively,
you can have the meat distributed
where it is most needed or locally
within South Africa.
Call Muslim Hands on 
021 633 6413 or visit 
www.muslimhands.org.za to
 donate today.

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -
The Prophetic qurbani: reviving a forgotten sunnah

Offer your qurbani for as little as R850 from Muslim Hands.
Photo SUPPLIED

Happy recipients receiving qurbani meat during the days of Eid.
Photo SUPPLIED



SHAIKH EDWIN SALIM SAIDOO
IT is my humble opinion that the politi-
cally constructed scholar councils in the
Southern African region really enjoy the
differences they see every Eid-ul-Fitr and
Eid-ul-Adha.

We tend to be reactionary only at the
time close to Eid, usually a day or two be-
fore Eid, and once all is done and everyone
has had their separate Eids, we forget about
the issue and wait for it to re-appear the fol-
lowing year.

Year in and year out, this has been the
tradition as long as I have been a Muslim.

I have written to a few of those I believed
could have an influential voice within these
scholar councils, both here in Botswana and
around the SADC regions, imploring them
to seek out a collective forum which could
lead to a regional forum where this issue can
be regionally discussed.

The aim is for such a forum to come out
with a verdict as close as possible to the
thawaab (spiritual merit) but, to this day, it
appears to have fallen on deaf ears, for rea-
sons best known to those with whom I have
communicated.

It is an unfortunate reality that whenever
a question is raised regarding the issue of
moon sighting, the word ‘fitna’ is always
thrown around, as if to say it’s an abomina-
tion to question the elite scholars on the
issue.

Last year, 2019, I decided that I would
no longer take part in the ‘Annual Eid
Moon Debates’ on the different WhatsApp
groups.

I did this firstly for my own sanity and
peace of mind but mostly because I believe
I have tried my best within my immediate
community in the last five years to sensitise
as many as I could, and to bring forth the
proofs advanced by scholars regarding the
mas’ala of moon sighting from the perspec-

tive of scholarly contexts, as opposed to the
annual debate that has no academic basis.

In all honesty, the debate is exhausting.
It is even more exhausting when it’s a situa-
tion like that of this year, 2020, where we
had very clear news of a regional sighting
that was ignored by the ‘scholarly elite’ of
South Africa, which then trickled to
Botswana and Zambia.

It appears that these three countries have
signed some unknown pact that they will
forever remain intertwined in thought, no
matter the odds and no matter what other
regional bodies say. Botswana and Zambia
seem to have adopted the South African
bodies as the big brothers who can never err.

If history is anything to go by, had the
news of the sighting come from Cape Town,
Durban or Johannesburg, I doubt that
Botswana would have held a different opin-
ion.

What difference there is between South
Africa and Mozambique in as far as the Is-
lamic opinions of these two are concerned
as well as the regional geographic place-
ments of the two, only the elite scholars
would know!

I must put it on record that it has become
clear to me, as a mere student of knowledge,
after reading through as many verdicts from
different councils of scholars around the
world, that the opinion close to the thawaab
(spiritual merit) is that of regional sighting,
as opposed to the opinion of one common
global sighting, worldwide. But to even dif-
fer inter-regionally is another level of schol-
arship!

If I, a mere non-elite student of knowl-
edge, could read through as many verdicts
on the issue as possible to look at the views
offered by these scholars, what is it that a
collective of such ‘elite brains’ from the
many councils of ulama in the region are
failing to see within the abundant proofs?

This is why I say that this difference is an

issue purposefully perpetuated by our
‘scholarly elite’ who have their own crite-
rion of qualifying who is a scholar and who
is not, and therefore would only allow
within their midst and thoughts one in con-
cert with their views.

It would appear that to this scholarly
elite, especially in the context of Botswana,
a scholar is one who is in congruence with
a certain group of the society or, deeper yet,
of a certain eye colour – a painful reality
which the accused will most definitely be
very quick to denounce and deny, and
would in a very slick manner point a finger
of ‘fitna’ to the questioner.

In my opinion, all that is needed in this
issue is for this elitist group of scholars to
get off their high horses, fear Allah (in the
true sense of taqwa), and place the interest
of their communities above all their inter-
ests.

If they did this, they would see the neces-
sity of calling all those regarded to have a
voice within their different communities, no
matter their eye colour or school of thought,
to sit down and sincerely deliberate on this
issue in a scholarly manner.

They can then come out with a ‘once-
and-for-all’ decision that is based on sincere
Islamic academic debates that are in touch
with the meteorological and astronomical
realities, and publicise such a decision in an
equally consultative manner, such that the
views of the whole community are unified.

It is a fact that should be known by all
who profess scholarship in the Islamic fields
that the debate of the difference in moon
births per different regions is a very old de-
bate dating back to the times of the Sa-
haabah (may Allah be pleased with them),
and there are very elaborate scholarly pub-
lications and debates already in existence.

Different councils of ulama in mainland
Muslim states have also long issued verdicts
on this matter, verdicts which were reached
after several years of thorough academic as-
signments from scholars all around the

world.
As an example, The Majma Al-Fuqahaa,

based in Saudi Arabia, which consists of the
most qualified fuqahaa from different parts
of the world, have long ago issued a collec-
tive verdict on the matter where they cited
regional sighting as the opinion closest to
the thawaab, in their view.

Likewise, the Darul Uloom Deoband, in
India, and Jamia Darul Uloom Karachi, in
Pakistan, issued the same verdicts, citing re-
gional sighting as opposed to global sight-
ing, and they all make it unequivocally clear
in their verdicts that where a hilaal body in
a certain country fails to cite the moon
themselves, they should consult those coun-
tries near it, regionally, for a sighting.

These bodies and many others hold a
similar view, which I consider to be the clos-
est to the thawaab from proofs cited by all.
So, it is really mindboggling that Mozam-
bique is not regarded close to us and there-
fore their sighting of the moon not to be
trusted, as per the verdicts issued by all these
bodies.

If our so-called ulama councils in SADC
were sincerely concerned about the unity of
our communities, they could, without much
effort, facilitate meetings/ forums to come
out with a verdict that will settle this matter
once and for all.

If our ulama councils were genuinely
concerned about the disunity in our midst
and stopped being political and elitist for
just a minute, they would realise that it is
their fault that communities continue to be
plunged in disunity, yearly, and therefore
take the responsibility to correct this.

May Allah open our hearts and make us
see truth as truth and help us implement it
in our lives, and falsehood as falsehood and
help us steer as far away as possible from it.

Shaikh Edwin Salim Saidoo, based in
Botswana, is a BA Islamic Law graduate
from Islamic University of Madina and has
an MPhil in Theology and Religious Studies
from University of Botswana.
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Why is regional sighting of the moon not accepted?

In this file photograph from 2015, members of the Crescent Observers Society scan the skies across
Three Anchor Bay, in Cape Town, for the new moon. The writer poses the question: why would the
ulama in Botswana accept news of the sighting of the moon from Cape Town but not Maputo,
 Mozambique? File Photo SHAFIQ MORTON
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NABILA MAYET
IT’S almost here! It seems like
only yesterday we were
 celebrating Eid-ul-Fitr, and now
Eid-ul-Adha is fast approaching.

The first ten days of Dhil-Hij-
jah are the most sacred days of the
year; it is loved by Allah SWT. By
giving your qurbani to Islamic Re-
lief, you can reap the rewards of
this blessed month and serve those
in need.

Your donations are so powerful
because you fulfil the charitable
obligations Allah SWT has set for
us, and you get to help relieve the
burden that a struggling family
faces.

Eid-ul-Adha is a very special
time for all Muslims when we
carry out the act of qurbani: a
time-honoured tradition of signif-
icant importance and holds a deep
meaning to all Muslims. Each
year, we sacrifice an animal to feed
those in need, honouring the sac-
rifice that Prophet Ibrahim (AS)
made with his willingness to sacri-
fice his son for Allah.

The COVID-19 pandemic con-
tinues to affect millions of people
all around the world. There are
countless families desperately in
need of our support, and qurbani
is an incredible way that we can
offer them some relief.

Your love and compassion dur-
ing this special time of remem-

brance makes an enormous differ-
ence in the lives of millions of peo-
ple living in dire straits.

‘That they may witness benefits
for themselves and mention the
name of Allah on known days
over what He has provided for
them of cattle. So eat of them and
feed the poor.’ (Quran 22:28)

A key part of the act of qurbani
is to provide food to those who
are in need, and this is where Is-
lamic Relief can help. The respon-
sibility of carrying out the qurbani
is taken very seriously and we will
ensure that your qurbani dona-
tions reach those who need them
the most.

Islamic Relief has built up an

efficient system to ensure that
everything is handled with ease
and proficiency. We aim to pro-
vide locally sourced produce
where possible, thus reducing the
carbon footprint as well as costs,
enabling your donations to go fur-
ther.

Your qurbani price includes all
the costs. Livestock are pre-allo-
cated and paid for, and must be
hygienically and ethically treated.
They are then sacrificed during the
10th to 13th days of Dhil-Hijjah.

The meat is distributed fresh,
chilled or frozen, according to
what is appropriate for the dietary
culture of the region. Each packet
contains two to five kilograms of

meat, and feeds a family of four to
eight people.

The families that receive the
qurbani package rarely get to eat
meat; for most of them this is the
only time they will have meat to
cook in their homes. Each dona-
tion you make has an impact in
the fight against hunger.

You can feed between 10 and
20 families in need with one, sin-
gle donation, masha Allah.

They get the meat and you get
the reward!

Because of you, our global qur-
bani efforts meant that over three
million people, in over 30 coun-
tries, felt the joy of Eid last year.
This year, Islamic Relief aims to
assist more people during Qur-
bani. We believe that everyone de-

serves to enjoy Eid and feed their
families just as we do.

You can be part of the experi-
ence of spreading joy during Eid-
ul-Adha! Fulfil your qurbani with
Islamic Relief South Africa. The
costs of qurbani are as follows:

Zimbabwe – R895 per goat;
Niger/ Mali/ Malawi – R975 per
goat; Somalia – R1 250 per goat;
Bangladesh – R1 600 per cow
share; Pakistan/ Afghanistan – 
R2 000 per cow share; South
Africa – R1 850 per cow share or
R2 300 per sheep; Yemen – 
R2 950 per goat; Syria/ Lebanon –
R 3 960 per sheep; Gaza – R6 900
per cow share.

We pray that Allah blesses you
and your loved ones during this
special time of year, Insha Allah.

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -

A gift of both worlds – qurbani

Your donation reached 22 190 families in Syria in 2019. Photo SUPPLIED

Islamic Relief South Africa distributed your qurbani to 15 987 vulnerable people in
2019. Photo SUPPLIED
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C
YBER criminals are
using the coronavirus
 pandemic, and the
public’s  ongoing
thirst for virus

 information and updates, to
 secure sensitive information and
spread malware.

Al Baraka Bank’s Acting Risk
Manager, Mr Luqman Issadeen,
has warned clients against opening
or downloading seemingly rep-
utable communications dealing
with the virus.

His call follows the identifica-
tion by the South African Banking
Risk Information Centre (Sabric),
of which Al Baraka Bank is a
member, of the fact that cyber
criminals are using widespread
‘coronamania’ to spread coron-
avirus scams.

There has been a marked in-
crease in new domains related to
the coronavirus, which contain
key words, such as ‘corona’ or
‘covid,’ and which claim to have
details on the pandemic, how to
prevent it and other public health
information.

They appear to come from
trusted sources, deceiving victims
into providing sensitive informa-
tion, downloading malware, or
clicking on links which can do ei-
ther.

‘Members of the public need to
be extremely wary of information
purporting to be about the virus
and to only follow official infor-
mation from Government and rep-
utable health-care agencies.

‘Any suspect email or SMS
should not be opened. If preview-
ing such a communication is pos-
sible and the email requests
personal information or harbours
suspicious attachments, it should
simply not be opened. Remember,
no bank representative will ever
request personal details via SMS.

‘We cannot emphasise enough
the need for people to redouble
their defences in the face of cyber
attacks at this particularly vulner-
able time in our lives; a time which
is now putting more than our
health at risk,’ said Mr Issadeen.

The cyber criminal’s modus
operandi is to make the most of
people’s concerns for their health
and safety in an effort to pressure
them into being duped.

According to Sabric, malicious
emails and SMS communications

currently circulating introduce
spyware with the ability to steal
usernames, passwords, credit card
numbers and other data stored in
the user’s browser.

‘Cyber criminals are preying on
the emotions and vulnerability of
people whose first concern is

about information regarding
COVID-19 and not, necessarily,
on the security associated with the
sources of such information or the
damage this lack of vigilance can
and will have on their lives and,
especially, their financial well-
being,’ said Mr Issadeen.

In order not to fall victim to
these scams, people need to be vig-
ilant and aware of who is sending
them emails or SMS communica-
tions.

‘When receiving an email or
SMS, take the time to give long
and careful consideration to the le-

gitimacy of the sender. Now is the
time to educate oneself with re-
gard to electronic communication
safeguards, whilst avoiding panic
as regards the plethora of informa-
tion – much of it fake – about the
coronavirus, its spread and avoid-
ance advice,’ Mr Issadeen added.

Watch out for cyber criminals using
coronavirus scams to steal credentials

Cyber criminals, operating across the globe, are preying on the emotions and vulnerability of people whose first concern is about information regarding COVID-19. And
when people are not vigilant it leads them to open emails and SMS communications which appear to be from a trusted source. Meanwhile, a hacker uses this scam to
gain their personal credentials, including passwords, usernames and banking details. Graphic FRANK PETERS/ 123RF.COM

Al Baraka Bank has advised clients to be
vigilant and aware of who is sending them

emails or SMS communications.
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A NEW organisation calling itself
Jamiatul Mu’mineen of South
Africa has been established.

It appears from its website that
the organisation, consisting of
ulama and non-ulama, is the na-
tional umbrella body under which
a group of ulama, the newly-estab-
lished Wifaqul Ulama Southern
Africa, operates.

In its opening massage the
Wifaqul Ulama states that it has
been ‘formed and constituted in
order to serve the ummah and
provide important khidmat [i.e.
service] to the ummah’.

It expresses its commitment to
‘following the manhaj and mizaj
of our akabirin’ and declares that
all those who ‘stand for Truth and
Pristine Deen’ are welcome to join.

Among the founding members
are: Tarbiyatul Awlad Institute;
Jamiatul Ulama Western Cape;
AGM Ahlus Sunnah Defence; SA
Muslims; Qalamul Haq; Al
Ghurabaa; independent Muslims
who have given their names.

The Jamiatul Mu’mineen intro-
duces itself on its website as a
body comprising a collection of
member bodies, ulama and ‘lay-
men that have chosen to stand for
Islam in its original and unadulter-
ated form’ who represent the voice
of the majority of Muslim South
Africans, and whose aims include
challenging the misrepresentation
of Muslims in this country.

In respect of the above the fol-
lowing questions arise: what status
do the ‘laymen’ in the group
enjoy? On what basis does it claim
to represent the voice of the ma-
jority of Muslims in South Africa?

What criteria will be used to de-
termine whether Islam has been
misrepresented? If each member is
allowed to act independently,
what happens when group mem-
bers differ on any substantial
issue? What is the group’s method-
ology?

Among the provisions of their
constitution are the following:

It is based on the shariah of the
Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jamaa’ah and
the rulings of the four madhahib
via the teachings of the founders
of Deoband and its graduates.

It will teach Islam to Muslims
and non-Muslims through the
medium of Whatsapp, Twitter,
email, letters, dialogue and its
website.

It will defend the pristine teach-
ings of Islam.

It will provide sanctuary for
those seeking guidance and direc-
tion amidst the waves of fitnas and
incorrect ideologies.

It will bridge the gap between
the Ulama e Haqq and the com-
munity through interaction on
projects.

These provisions raise ques-
tions such as: How will the com-
munity identify the ‘Ulama e
Haqq’?

Who will decide on the ‘correct
ideology’?

What is meant by ‘pristine
teachings of Islam’?

The ulama belonging to the
Wifaqul Ulama group are de-
scribed as ‘undisputedly amongst
the most academically grounded,
senior and highly followed in the
country’.

Since they do not appear in any
TV shows (in contrast to those
who do appear on TV) or newspa-
per photos ‘many may not have
heard of them or seen them unless
in person’.

Posted on the group’s website
are lectures, articles and voice clips
by a number of ulama belonging
to or associated with the group
who are based in the Eastern
Cape, Gauteng and KwaZulu-
Natal.

The article titled ‘Differance
(sic) between Ulama e Haq (the
true ulama) and Ulama e soo (the
bandits posing as ulama)’, by
Shaikh Zakariyyah, suggests that
the Wifaqul Ulama consider them-
selves belonging to the former cat-
egory.

Since Uucsa, Jusa, Sanha, MJC
and several ulama are constantly
condemned and vilified, it can be
assumed that ulama belonging to
these groups are considered to fall
under the category of ‘Ulama e
soo’.

Interestingly, Shaikh Za-
kariyyah is cited in one article as
saying that ‘just because of some
Ulama, in spite of being of sound
belief, show some faults in masaa-
il and are guilty of some sinful
lapses in their deeds, it is absolute
injustice to degrade them and turn
them away from the entire class of
Ulama, or to ridicule all of them’.

With regard to COVID-19, the
argument about social distancing
is dismissed in several cases with
‘there are no contagious diseases
in Islam’ and the rationale for dis-
regarding the regulations, guide-
lines and advice relating to
COVID-19 is because they have
‘not proven to be really effective’.

Yet the website carries a re-
sponse by Moulana Ashraf Ali
Thanvi who confirmed that there
is an alternative view, i.e. that as-
sociating with a sick person can be
a cause for one being afflicted with
the same sickness and that both
views are substantiated from the

Hadith.
One writer declares that any-

one believing Professor Salim Ab-
dool Karim’s denial that he is
funded by whoever is ‘living in a
fool’s paradise’; he should have
just admitted to being funded.

His reference to Islamic science
is without substance because he is
merely submitting to current
norms, unlike Islamic science
which ‘challenged the concepts of
the time’.

The site carries an article by a
Palestinian academic, Associate
Professor Haidar Eid, who is
scathing in his criticism of Chief
Justice Mogoeng Mogoeng for his
participation in the webinar by the
Jerusalem Post.

One favourite writer is Daniel
Haqiqatjou whose articles on fem-
inism, jihad etc. are posted on the
website.

Exposures by the Islamic
Watchdog Movement receive cov-
erage.

There are articles providing
valuable advice as well as many
that are highly critical of individ-
uals (including renowned ulama),
groups, actions, ideologies, institu-
tions, events, radio stations, tele-
vision, interfaith, entertainment
and vaccinations.

Some writers use interesting
pseudonyms like ‘Gora Mota’
(which identifies him as being of
Indian origin) and ‘Firebrand bin
Islam’.

It will be interesting to see what
methods this newly established
group will adopt to promote what
it considers to be the original and
pristine form of Islam.

Discussions with Dangor
Jamiatul Mu’mineen of South Africa and the Wifaqul Ulama

The site carries an article by a Palestinian academic who is
scathing in his criticism of Chief Justice Mogoeng Mogoeng,
writes EMERITUS PROFESSOR SULEMAN DANGOR.
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IBRAHIM OKSAS 
and NAZEEMA AHMED

WE find ourselves in this time of
the COVID-19 pandemic
 surrounded by pronouncements
and opinions by epidemiologists,
the government and ordinary
people alike about the cause of
the coronavirus and its resultant
effects on people’s health, 
well-being and mortality.

It is therefore opportune to
consider the thought of Bediuzza-
man Said Nursi on the perspective
that people of imaan should have
on this matter of cause and effect.

In his contemporary Quranic
tafsir Risale-i Nur, Bediuzzaman
starts this discussion by citing the
following ayah from Surah Az-
Zumar: ‘Allah is the Creator of
everything and He is guardian
over everything.’

Bediuzzaman says that, as
human beings, we look at things
which appear to be causes and ef-
fects in the universe and we see
that the most elevated cause does
not possess sufficient power for
the most ordinary effect.

This means that causes are a
veil, and that something else
makes the effects.

Bediuzzaman then cites the ex-
ample of the faculty of memory,
which is situated in man’s head in
a space as tiny as a mustard seed:
we see that it is like a most com-
prehensive book – indeed, like a li-
brary – within which is written,
without confusion, the entire story

of a person’s life.
He then asks the following

questions: What cause can be
shown for this miracle of power?
The grey matter of the brain? The
simple, unconscious particles of its
cells? The winds of chance and co-
incidence?

Bediuzzaman says that that
miracle of art can only be the
work of an All-Wise Maker who,
in order to inform man that all the
actions he has performed have
been recorded and will be recalled
at the time of accounting, writes
out a small ledger from the great
book of man’s deeds to be pub-
lished at the Resurrection, and
gives it to his mind.

Bediuzzaman invites us to make
an analogy with all eggs, seeds and
grains, and then compare other ef-
fects to these small and compre-
hensive miracles. Whichever effect
and work of art you look at, it
contains such wonderful art that
not only it’s common, simple
cause but if all causes were to

gather together, they would de-
clare their impotence before it.

For example, suppose the sun,
which is imagined to be a large
cause, possesses will and con-
sciousness; if it is asked: ‘Are you
able to make a fly?’

It would reply: ‘Through my
Creator’s bounty, there is plenty of
light, heat and colours in my shop
but such things in the fly’s being as
eyes, ears and life are neither in my
shop nor are they within my
power.’

Furthermore, the wonderful art
and adornment in effects dismiss
causes, and indicating the Neces-
sarily Existent One, the Causer of
Causes, in accordance with the
ayah in Surah Hud: ‘And to Him
goes back every affair,’ hand over
matters to Him.

In the same way, the results,
purposes and benefits attached to
effects demonstrate self-evidently
that they are the works of an All-
Generous Sustainer, an All-Wise
and Compassionate One, beyond
the veil of causes for unconscious
causes certainly cannot think of
some aim and work for it.

And yet we see that each crea-
ture that comes into existence does
so following not one but many
aims, benefits and instances of
wisdom. That means an All-Wise
and Generous Sustainer makes
those things and sends them. He
makes those benefits the aim of
their existence.

For example, it is going to rain.
It is obvious how distant the

causes that apparently result in
rain are from thinking of animals
and having pity and compassion
on them.

That means rain is sent to their
assistance through the wisdom of
a Compassionate Creator who
creates the animals and guarantees
their sustenance.

Rain is even called ‘mercy’ be-
cause, since it comprises numerous
works of mercy and benefits, it is
as if mercy has become embodied
as rain, has been formed into
drops and arrives in that way.

Furthermore, all the finely
adorned plants that smile at crea-
tures, and the embellishments and
displays in animals, self-evidently
point to the necessary existence
and unity of an All-Glorious One
behind the veil of the unseen; One
who wants to make Himself
known and loved through these
beautifully adorned fine arts.

That is to say, this adornment
in things and these displays and
embellishments certainly indicate
the attributes of making known
and making loved, while the at-
tributes of making known and
making loved self-evidently testify
to the necessary existence and
unity of an All-Powerful Maker
Who is Loving and Known.

Following this line of argument,
Bediuzzaman says, therefore, that
effects have been tied to causes be-
cause Divine Will and Wisdom re-
quire them to be so, and so that
great numbers of Allah Almighty’s
Divine Names may be manifested.

So, while everything has been
tied to a cause, we therefore un-
derstand that ‘causes have no ac-
tual power with which to create
their effects’.

Since causes are extremely com-
monplace and impotent, and the
effects attributed to them are most
valuable and full of art, this defi-
nitely dismisses causes.

The aims and benefits of effects
also discharge ignorant and lifeless
causes, and hand them over to an
All-Wise Maker. Also, the adorn-
ment and skill on the face of ef-
fects indicate a Wise Maker who
wants to make His power known
to conscious beings and desires to
make Himself loved.

In conclusion, Bediuzzaman
asks the question: how can inani-
mate creatures, animals, the ele-
ments and nature have any real
power of disposal over other
causes? Each of those causes is
only a container, a cover for the
dominical works, a tray-bearer for
the gifts of the Compassionate
One.

Of course, the receptacle for a
king’s gift or the handkerchief in
which it is wrapped or the individ-
ual who brings the gift which is
placed in his hand, can in no way
be partners in the king’s sover-
eignty.

Anyone who supposes that they
are partners is imagining absurdi-
ties. In the same way, apparent
causes and intermediaries can
have absolutely no share in Allah’s
sustaining of His creatures.

Light from the Quran
Causes have no actual power with which to create their effects

‘...causes have
no actual power

with which 
to create 

their effects...’
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DILSHAD PARKER
DINING out was not possible
during previous lockdown levels
and has just again been allowed,
bringing welcome relief from
being in the kitchen, as has been
the case since the onset of
 lockdown in late March.

If you’re anything like me,
you’ve had your fill of the banana
bread trend, Dalgona coffee and
make-your-own sourdough bread.
You’re likely feeling the gap in
your life right now of not having
been able to eat out and trying
someone else’s cooking but how
comfortable are you walking into
a restaurant wearing a mask?

On a different note, we’ve all
encountered restaurant experi-
ences that are great and some that
are seriously under par.

Sometimes it’s the restaurant
that does not deliver and some-
times it’s the customer. These are
some of the things that really get
my goat…

The beady eye. When your
waiter is more condescending than
your boss. Don’t give me the up
and down deciding whether I’m
good enough to eat at your posh
joint. My cash is the same colour
as everyone else’s.

Pizza envy. When your pizza ar-
rives and half the slices are bigger
than the others. It’s a universal
problem, the intensity of which
varies from one establishment to
the next. Really, you cannot see
that this could be a problem? Can
someone just invent an automatic
pizza cutter that solves this al-
ready!

Wobbly tables. The least you

can do is fix your wobbly table
rather than have my coffee slide to
the floor. Sticking a folded servi-
ette under the foot is a short-term
solution but I want to scream
when I come back to the same
place and another wobbly table!

Meanie. When one person in
the group is mean or inconsiderate
to the waiter. Makes we want to
crawl under the table and die.

Tips. Waiters who throw shade
on tips or the lack thereof – this
one makes my blood boil. Let me

just say that the restaurant indus-
try should pay their staff a decent
wage so that tipping is not even a
factor.

I have serious views on tipping.
And the restaurant industry has
too much disparity in salaries and

the disconnect between what front
of house and back of house
staffers earn. After all, they are all
responsible for my experience at
the end of the day, in terms of
meal and service.

The thirsty one. People who al-
ways order a glass of water as
soon as they have sat down, and
by the time they leave, they have
only had two sips.

Bad timing. This one is com-
mon. The waiter who always ar-
rives to enquire about your meal
and you have something to say but
your mouth is full.

Let me check on that. When
your waiter has to go back to the
kitchen more than once because
she does not know the menu prop-
erly and has to check with the
chef. Training your staff about
your menu so they are knowledge-
able is a basic courtesy to your
customers.

Fashionably late food. Food ar-
riving at different times. This is
okay for people coming to parties,
not for my meal. I don’t relish the
idea of watching my partner eat-
ing and awkwardly offering me
part of his meal because my food
has not arrived yet.

The only exception to this is
when you have small kids. Their
food should arrive first – every
time! Parents, you know what I’m
talking about.

Sparkling water. Nuff said!
Dilshad Parker is the founder of
www.hungryforhalaal.co.za

Things about dining out that can be really annoying

After the long lockdown, some of us are relieved that we are again able to pop in to a restaurant for a change but some of
them need to brush up on their service. Photo ADOBE STOCK
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JASMINE KHAN
WHEN our country went into
lockdown during Shabaan, the
month preceding the most
blessed month of Ramadaan, we
were all in a state of shock.

The danger of COVID-19 was
not as keenly recognised as it sub-
sequently was to be felt.

The shock was exacerbated
with the closure of places of wor-
ship, and we entered Ramadaan
having to live a completely differ-
ent life.

Yet, somehow, we have man-
aged to survive nearly three
months of lockdown and now we
enter the sacred month of Dhil-Hi-
jjah.

Under different circumstances,
the period between Ramadaan
and this month would see frantic
activity: people preparing to leave
for Hajj and others going from
home to home to wish the hujaaj
well on their sacred journey.

Sadly, this year is different.
As we enter the first ten days of

Dhil-Hijjah, we are sad because,
for the first time in our lifetime,
there will be no pilgrimage for
most Muslims this year. However,
we need to take heart because
there are still numerous ways for
all of us to reap the benefits of this
month.

The first ten days of Dhil-Hij-
jah are often referred to as the best
ten days of the year. The Prophet

(SAW) said: ‘There are no days on
which righteous deeds are more
beloved to Allah than these ten
days.’ (Bukhari)

According to many scholars of
the Quran, the days mentioned as
significant enough for Allah to
swear by them are the first ten
days of Dhil-Hijjah. Allah states in
the Holy Quran: ‘By the dawn;
And [by] the ten nights.’ (89:1-2)

As with all things that initially
appear calamitous, we all react
differently. I am reminded of the
story of an egg, a carrot and a
spoonful of coffee.

A young woman went to her
mother with a serious problem.
The mother told her to boil three
small pots of water; in one she had
to place an egg, a carrot in the sec-
ond one and to the last one she
had to add a spoonful of coffee.

After a few minutes, she told
her daughter to remove the egg
and said: ‘Remember that the in-
side of this egg was soft and
runny; when you peel it now it

will be hard.’
Next the carrot was removed,

and the mother said: ‘This carrot
was hard and now it is completely
soft and misshapen. Now look
into the small pot and smell it.’

When the daughter bent over
the last pot, she smelled the deli-
cious aroma of coffee. Peering into
the pot she saw that the coffee had
dissolved in the water and
changed the water completely.

Those who whine and com-
plain that life will never be the
same again, more concerned by
the restriction of movement and
the damage to their livelihood are
like the egg – confronted with
something unfamiliar, they turn
hard.

The carrot represents those
who cannot stand the isolation
and sink into depression, unable
to function at all. Then there are
those who accept the situation and
actively set out to do something
constructive.

We are grateful to Allah that

the majority of us fall into the
‘spoonful of coffee’ category.

Since day one of the lockdown,
people have engaged in giving
sadaqah to those in need. Compa-
nies have donated, individuals
have set up facilities to cook mas-
sive pots of food on their premises,
and still more have volunteered to
collect and distribute the food.

Sadaqah is giving purely to
make things easier for another,
whether it is giving money to those
who need it, a meal to one who is
hungry, a smile to someone who
looks unhappy or a kind word to
one who is sad. It has to be done
sincerely for the pleasure of Allah
and not to gain recognition.

We are so truly blessed that
during Ramadaan and now, in
Dhil-Hijjah, we are able to engage
in the wondrous gift of sadaqah;
not just giving money or food but
performing services and being
kind to those less fortunate.

In the midst of our sadness that
there will be no Hajj for us this

year, let us take consolation from
the fact that right through Ra-
madaan and now into this sacred
month of Dhil-Hijjah, we are priv-
ileged to perform this great service
to the needy.

It is one of the recommenda-
tions for what we can do if unable
to perform the pilgrimage.

Rasoolullah (SAW) said: ‘There
is no day to be greeted by the ser-
vants except there are two angels
descending, one of whom says, Ya
Allah, give reward to those who
benefit others, while the other
(angel) says, Ya Allah, give de-
struction to those who restrain
(their wealth).’ (Hadith by
Bukhari and Muslim)

Sadaqah, when done with the
purest intention, has the following
benefits: it strengthens our faith
and enables us to get closer to
Allah; we are promised a reward
for doing it; with every act of
sadaqah, Allah increases our rizq;
it has been known to heal illness.

Sadaqah also gives one a feeling
of wellbeing, which leads to peace;
it prevents stinginess; it promotes
fairness to those in need; it stops
us from being too materialistic; it
prevents an attitude of arrogance.
Also, giving is the best way to
show gratitude to Allah.

In conclusion, the best example
of charity is from Prophet
Muhammad (SAW).

He often gave his food to the
poor while he was hungry.

From Consciousness to Contentment

An egg, a carrot and a spoonful of coffee

In the midst of our sadness that there will be no Hajj 
for us this year, let us take consolation from the fact that 

right through Ramadaan and now into this sacred
month of Dhil-Hijjah, we are privileged to 

perform this great service to the needy.
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AT eighty years of age and two
 operations on my hand, art on
paper and canvas doesn’t come
easy. The hands are not steady, the
technical mind must be  refreshed
after three years of stagnation.
 Creative fires must be lit.

‘Cabin fever’ (confinement to a
room or house) is a heavy cross to
bear. A shout through the window
helps but it cannot ease the incarcer-
ation of lockdown.

Friends and family are afflicted.
Loved ones and family are buried
without a tear, without a farewell
prayer. A victim of the current
COVID-19 scourge, my cousin, 
Dr Fuad Jakoet, was a dedicated,
kind, friendly soul. He was laid to
rest recently with only distant
prayers from family and patients.

The news is always bad news.
The world is being tortured by cor-
rupt, incompetent, egotistical fools
ensconced in seats of power. My
children shout: ‘Switch off Al-
Jazeera News channel! It just makes
you depressed.’

How can one switch off con-
science when wars, pestilence and
death stalk every corner of the
earth?

‘Do something! Read something
cheerful, humorous. Sketch. Paint.’
That was the advice that I dished
out in a column I recently wrote on
what to do in times of lockdown.

I dusted off my paint brushes,
squeezed the hardened tubes of
paint and painted. I’m sure great
Leonardo da Vinci, of Mona Lisa
fame, shuddered in his grave at my
prowess with paint and canvas but
he would have been sympathetic
with my attempted masterpieces.

My artistic journey started off
with a quick water-colour rendition
of a small vase with a big hibiscus
flower from my garden. There were
encouraging words at my rendition,
even though I knew it was a frazzled
piece of art.

I soldiered on. I switched to
acrylic paints. The results were a lit-
tle better. The creative juices flowed.

Ancient man painted with pig-
ments derived from clays and rocks,
mixed with water or fats/ oils. Their
art has survived for thousands of
years. They can still be seen on rocks
and in caves. South Africa is rich in
rock art.

Painting with water-coloured
paints seems easy but it’s not exactly
that. Water colour paints usually
come in little pans (blocks) housed
in some metal container with palette
space where they can be mixed.

They also come in small tubes.
The coloured pigment is mixed with
a resin called gum-arabic to hold the
grains together. Water is used to
make a paint which is applied on
thick paper specially made to with-
stand water without buckling.

If the paper is thin, it has to be
stretched to keep the paper from

buckling. Soft brushes are used to
paint. The best brushes come from
the hair of Kolinsky weasels. Water-
colours can give a beautiful, glow-
ing, semi-transparent rendition to
paintings.

Acrylic paint is a modern inven-
tion. Synthetic acrylic polymers, ex-
tracted from crude oil, are mixed
with a great assortment of coloured
pigments to give smooth, water-
based paints.

Acrylic paints are easy to apply
but the water evaporates quickly
from the paint on the canvas, mak-
ing mixing or correcting the art
somewhat difficult.

But it is versatile and an excellent
medium to start with. There is vir-
tually no serious smells. Brushes can
be washed in water. Most of my re-
cent paintings have been acrylic

based. The painting of the withered
old man walking home from the
market with a plastic bag filled with
mint leaves for his tea is rendered in
acrylic.

It is based on a picture I took on
a cold day in Marrakesh, in Mo-
rocco. Note the rolls of coloured
cloth. Incidentally, Moroccans love
mint in their tea.

Painting flowers is a challenge.
The hibiscus paintings are inspired
from the many hibiscus trees in my
garden. They flower profusely for a
long time. But when they stop flow-
ering in winter, I can look at my
paintings of the hibiscus and their
beauty comes rushing back.

Strelitzia reginae, or bird of par-
adise, is one of my favourite blooms.
The plants need very little attention
and they flower year after year. The
flowers are regal, stately, long last-
ing. They are indigenous to South
Africa. I have painted them many
times and they still captivate me.

Painting with oils are historic.
Most of the great paintings of the
western world are oil-based.

They are long lasting. Oil paints
are fine pigments mixed in oils, such
as linseed oil.

Turpentine and linseed mediums
are often used to thin the paint to
make it easier to spread.

But oil-based paints take a long
time to dry. This makes it easy to
mix on the canvas.

But if you want to apply thick
paint over your painting, you have
to wait for days for the underlying
paint to dry. The turps is smelly and
irritating to the lungs. Brushes must
be cleaned with turps and then soap.

Art need not be confined to
painting, as I intimated some time
ago. A simple pencil and paper is all
you need to sketch and express your
appreciation of the whole wide
world, from the penguins in Antarc-
tica to the stars above.

Art is infinite.

I dusted off my paint brushes, squeezed the hardened tubes of
paint and painted, writes Dr M C D’ARCY.

Art’s for All

Art in times of a global pandemic

On a cold day, the old man in Marrakesh, Morocco, carries his mint leaves for his
tea. An acrylic painting by M C D’arcy. Photo M C D’ARCY

A strelitzia – bird of paradise – from the artist’s garden. An acrylic painting by M
C D’arcy. Photo M C D’ARCY
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DR ISMAIL VADI
IT is not always that a novel is
written and published by an 
anti-apartheid activist from the
rustic platteland (Afr. 
countryside).

Living in the dorpie (Afr. small
town) of Nylstroom, now known
as Modimolle, in Coolie Bandiet,
Zunaid Mosam provides a snap-
shot of the racialised nature of life
in a typical countryside town
under apartheid, and of a people’s
resistance to an unjust and unde-
mocratic system of governance.

In the course of that struggle,
Zunaid is detained without trial
for three months in the mid-1980s
under the state of emergency de-
clared by the former apartheid
president, PW Botha.

He vividly describes his arrest,
detention and interrogation by the
security police. Being subjected to
solitary confinement for some time
and, in an absurd and surreal way
having time on his hands, he rem-
inisces about his upbringing and
his community’s daily struggles
against apartheid. 

In doing so, he applies a literary
technique of recalling events from
his prison cell of his personal, fam-
ily and community life over a cen-
tury.

In his world, the ‘community’ is
not the racially constructed ‘In-
dian’ community under the Group
Areas Act but the broader commu-
nity of Phagameng and Nylstroom
in the erstwhile Northern Trans-
vaal.

Coolie Bandiet, like Mohamed
Enver Surty’s In Pursuit of Justice,
is largely anecdotal. It’s a compos-
ite of personal and family history,
and social and community history.

At heart, Zunaid is a rebel. He
rebelled against the racist educa-
tion system, the authoritarianism
of some of his teachers and the dis-
ciplinary codes of schooling.

But his spontaneous instincts of
challenging racial discrimination
were gradually transformed into
more considered opposition to
and activism against apartheid.

Zunaid is not an ideological
hack. His politics traverses the po-
litical traditions of the Black Con-
sciousness Movement, the Pan
Africanist Congress and the
African National Congress. He is
also a civic activist.

We can consider ourselves a
fortunate generation. We lived and
grew up under the despicable and
inhumane system of apartheid and
saw its demise. Zunaid is part of
that generation.

He was witness to the peaceful
transition from apartheid to

democracy and had the good for-
tune of serving as a councillor in
the Nylstroom and district munic-
ipalities.

In Coolie Bandiet, he describes
the complexities of establishing a
new model of local governance in
Modimolle and the reluctance of
representatives from the White
community to change with the
times.

For Zunaid, life and revolution
is an on-going and ever-changing
process. His disappointment with
corruption in government and the
capture of the state by unscrupu-
lous private interests serves to
strengthen his resolve to fight on
in the revolution.

It is this resolve that leaves our
generation with hope.
Dr Ismail Vadi is a board
 member of the Ahmed Kathrada
Foundation.

PROFESSOR DANIEL
TSOALEDI THOBEJANE

THE ideological and theoretical
precepts that got us into the strug-
gle against racial capitalism and
apartheid in South Africa continue
to redefine and realign themselves,
especially in the post-apartheid
dispensation that was ushered in
during the negotiations for a non-
racial democracy.

It is in this vein that Zunaid
Mosam has written this thought-
provoking and informative book,
which is biographic and political
as well.

Mosam’s political activism
comes against the backdrop of the

political terrain of the 1980s,
where ANC and the PAC were
banned, resulting in the advent of
the Black Consciousness Move-
ment.

As a stalwart of the Congress
movement, which advocated for
the release of political prisoners,
including Nelson Mandela,
Mosam continued to radicalise the
marginalised and disenfranchised
majority, especially in the former
Northern Transvaal (now known
as Limpopo).

For this, he paid dearly. He was
consistently harassed by the for-
mer illegitimate and oppressive
South African regime.

There is a need by liberation ac-
tivists to document their experi-
ences and suffering while they
were engaged in the struggle for
liberation so that our future gen-
erations may not lose sight of
where we come from as a country.
Tsoaledi Daniel Thobejane is
 associate professor in the School
of Human and Social Sciences at
the University of Venda.
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Mosam’s intriguing narrative of
his life and prison time as an ac-
tivist is a stark reminder of the ex-
tent to which racism is entrenched
in South Africa.

His story and those of many
other activists are a reminder
firstly of the trauma that many
black people faced just living in
apartheid South Africa. Those
who were harassed, arrested, tor-

tured and killed by the repressive
state bore the pain and burden of
our current freedom.

Mosam’s insightful commen-
tary shows us that not only were
detainees harmed but also families
and communities, as the impact of
apartheid repression was deep and
treacherous.

There is evidence of it persisting
in the blood and tears seeping
through the cracks of South
African systems and institutions.
Yet, as Mosam declares, we must
have hope. He was one of the few
Indians in his area that stood up
against all odds for justice and
equality.

His dedication to realise a just,
equitable and non-racial South
Africa echoes through the words
of the book.
Professor Shahana Rasool is the
head of department of Social
Work, University of 
Johannesburg.
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To purchase a copy of Coolie
Bandiet send a WhatsApp mes-
sage to Zunaid Mosam on
076 732 0286.

Reflections of an anti-apartheid activist

Zunaid Mosam, the author of Coolie Bandiet, speaking at the virtual launch of his
book, on June 16. The event was hosted by the Ahmed Kathrada Foundation.
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In Coolie Bandiet, Zunaid Mosam provides a snapshot of the racialised nature of
life in a typical countryside town under apartheid. Photo SUPPLIED


