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Lonely reciter on Jabal Rahmah: For the second Hajj in a row, Arafah and Jabal Rahmah will not host the millions of hujaaj who would annually perform the ultimate 
journey of every Muslim. With the world still in the grip of the worst pandemic of our lifetime, many would-be hujaaj will have to wait at least another year before they can 
embark on this journey of a lifetime.                                                                                                                                                  Photo: TOYER NAKADIEN
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Sacrifice during the pandemic
In a few days, Muslims will again 

recite the takbeer and many will 
witness their sacrifice on the day 
of Eid or days of Tashreeq. It is a 
regular practice that we visit the 
places where our qurbani is per-
formed and witness the slaughter 
of the sheep we sacrifice. But it is 
telling that Allah SWT says: ‘It is 
neither the meat nor the blood of 
the sacrificed animal that reaches 
Allah but the piety of the one who 
sacrifices.’ (Quran 22:37) The meat 

of the sacrificed animal is shared 
with others, which symbolises our 
caring for others.

However, since we are in the 
throes of the third wave of the 
pandemic in South Africa, which is 
characterised by a highly contagious 
variant of the deadly coronavirus, 
we need to take extra care in the 
way we interact with others. On 
the other hand, it is being said that 
people are suffering from lockdown 
fatigue and have become negligent 

about the precautions to be taken 
to prevent the spread of the disease: 
washing/ sanitising our hands, wear-
ing masks and social distancing. Yet, 
the number of infections continues 
to climb, and has probably, by now, 
surpassed the two million mark in 
South Africa.

The days of Eid, although a time 
of sacrifice, is also a period when 
families, neighbours and friends get 
together to celebrate, which, unfor-
tunately, lends itself to the spread 

of the disease. Should we not, as 
another form of sacrifice and in the 
interest of the wellbeing of others, 
avoid these get-togethers, or at least 
keep them to a minimum?

The directors, management and 
staff of Muslim Views wish all 
advertisers, readers, families and 
friends a blessed Eid. We pray that 
Allah SWT accept all our supplica-
tions, remove this affliction, grant 
the sick shifaa, forgive all deceased 
and grant them Jannah, Insha Allah.
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REFERRING to the first ten 
days of the twelfth month of 
the Islamic calendar, the Prophet 
(SAW) said: ‘There are no days 
grander or more loved for good 
deeds in the estimation of Allah 
than the first ten days of Dhil-
Hijjah. So, increase tasbeeh, 
tahleel, takbeer and tahmeed 
(glorification, adoration, magni-
fication and appreciation of the 
Almighty).’ (Bukhari)

Such exaltation and remem-
brance (dhikr) of the Divine brings 
increased attachment (qurb) and 
closeness to the Creator, as inti-
mated in a hadith qudsi: ‘I am 
with the thought of My servant 
and am with him when he remem-
bers Me… If he remembers Me 
in an assembly, I remember him 
in an assembly better than his 
assembly.’ (Bukhari)

According to the Prophetic state-

ment, ‘There are no days grander 
or more loved for amal-us-saa-
lihaat (good deeds) than these 
ten days of Dhil-Hijjah.’ Amal-
us-saalihaat include every wor-
thy endeavour, any pure action 
that contributes towards moral 
upliftment, spiritual development, 
individual improvement or social 
enhancement – all efforts that are 
performed sincerely in a good 
cause and for the sake of Allah.

Imam Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani 
states that the possible reason 
for the excellence of the first 
ten days of Dhil-Hijjah is that a 
person can perform in them all 
the main kinds of worship that 
include prayer, fasting, charity as 
well as Hajj, while all these kinds 
of worship can not be gathered 
together in the other days of the 
year. (Fath-ul-Bari) This period 
incorporates the grandest day of 
the year, the Day of Arafah. For 
non-pilgrims, the Prophet said, 
‘Fasting on the day of Arafah 
wipes away the sins of the year.’ 
(Muslim)

It is also the period of qurbaan 
or udhiyah (sacrifice), a perpet-
uation of the tradition initiated 
by Prophet Ibrahim and his son 
Ismail (AS). The father had a 
dream in which he sacrifices his 
son, and both were willing to 
fulfil the dream and make the 
ultimate sacrifice (zibhin azeem) 
– father sacrificing son and son 
willing to be sacrificed – a test of 
faith for both of them; to comply 
with what they believed to be the 
will of Allah.

Allah accepted Prophet 
Ibrahim’s intention, and the 
father and son’s symbolic fulfil-
ment of the test and therefore 

symbolically provided them a ram 
to be sacrificed.

This tremendous act of willing 
submission to the Divine Will 
moved father and son (AS) to 
qurbu il-Allah (closer to Allah), 
from which the notion of qur-
baan at Eid-ul-Adha is derived. 
Qurbaan implies taking an action 
with the intention of drawing 
nearer (qareeb) to Allah.

Through this level of dedication 
and submission, Prophet Ibrahim 
and Prophet Ismail (AS) were able 
to transcend the limitations of the 
self and attachment to the materi-
al world by prioritising devotion 
to Allah.

It is the willingness to sacrifice 
for the sake of Allah that is most 
significant and reflected during 
the qurbaan, as Allah reminds 
us. ‘It is neither the meat nor the 
blood of the sacrificed animal 
that reaches Allah but the piety 
of the one who sacrifices.’ (Quran 
22:37)

This verse eloquently highlights 
the fact that sacrifice in Islam is 
a natural expression of reverence 
for the Almighty and gratitude to 
the Creator. Sacrifice manifests 
the spirit of wilful dedication, 
sincere devotion and humble obe-
dience to Allah.

The whole notion of qurbaan, 
therefore, is not defined by the 
ritual of udhiyah/ slaughter or 
sacrifice of the animal but rather 
a person’s commitment to submit 
righteously to the Divine in an 
attempt to gain qurb (proximity) 
to Allah.

Proximity here does not imply 
physical closeness, as Allah is 
Qareeb (Ever near). Allah encom-
passes all things and is not 

(ba’eed) distant from anything. 
Allah reminds us in the Holy 
Quran: ‘And when my servants 
ask you concerning me, tell them 
I certainly am (qareeb) near.’ 
(2:186) ‘We are closer to a per-
son than even his jugular vein.’ 
(50:16)

This should conscientise us to 
the reality that Allah is near, it is 
perhaps we who may be distant 
from Him.

Let these days be days of 
increased dhikr and good deeds, 
increased attentiveness to finding 
avenues of qurbu-il-Allah (close-
ness to Allah). In this challenging 

era of trial and tribulation, in 
this period of a global pandemic, 
we ask the protection of Allah 
and we pray the supplication of 
Prophet Muhammad (SAW):

‘O Allah! I ask You to give me 
the ability to do good deeds and 
to avoid bad deeds, to have love 
for the poor and that You forgive 
me and have mercy on me. I ask 
You for Your love, the love of 
those who love You and love for 
actions which will draw me closer 
to Your love.’ (Tirmidhi)

Shaikh Sa’dullah Khan is the 
CEO of Islamia College, Cape 
Town.

Dhil-Hijjah: Aspiring not to be distant from the Near

Gaza Strip, July 25, 2020: Palestinians buy sheep at a local live-
stock market for Eid-ul-Adha qurbaan or udhiyah (sacrifice), which 
is a perpetuation of the tradition initiated by Prophet Ibrahim and 
his son Ismail (AS).    Photo ANAS MOHAMMED/ SHUTTERSTOCK

Let these days be days 
of increased dhikr and 
good deeds, increased 
attentiveness to finding 

avenues of 
closeness to Allah, 

writes SHAIKH 
SA’DULLAH KHAN
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SOUTH Africa, and the rest of 
the world, are in a series of  
difficult situations as we enter 
the second half of 2021.

Any thoughts of a return to ‘nor-
mal’ across the globe have been 
undone by the emergence of 
yet another mutation of the killer 
virus fuelling the global pandemic, 
namely, SARS-CoV-2 known as 
COVID-19.

Across the world, even those 
wealthy countries who have open-
ly boasted about massive vac-
cine rollouts, have been forced to 
declare new restrictions, includ-
ing the closure of schools, area 
lockdowns, limitations on travel, 
the closure of businesses, and the 
strict enforcement of social distanc-
ing and masking in public spaces.

In South Africa, with the twin 
legacy of apartheid and disastrous 

post-apartheid economic policies, 
we have been unable to secure 
the livelihoods of all who live within 
the borders of South Africa. This 
is a tragedy that cannot be wished 
away.

Solving this is going to require 
a shift away from a growth-based 
economic system to a redistribu-
tion-led economy in which all peo-
ple can participate, regardless of 
their origins.

It is doubly tragic that influential 
institutions and people are using 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and its 
admittedly unsatisfactory handling 
by the ruling party, to secure politi-
cal and financial gain.

They do this, as many unscrupu-
lous people and institutions across 
the world have done, by profiteer-
ing off the backs of those who are 
most damaged by the pandemic, 

namely, the poor (under apartheid) 
who are still largely poor in our new 
democratic state.

The idiocy that we saw on the 
beaches of South Africa, in January 
2021, when people called for ‘free-
doms’ that put all South Africans at 
risk of contracting the virus more 
easily, is now being taken up by 
political structures that call on our 
people to defy the safety measures 
that are intended to keep people 
safe from the ravages of the virus.

This is nothing short of criminal. 
It is criminal in the legal sense but 
also criminal in the moral and ethi-
cal sense.

You cannot march people off a 
cliff while pretending to be calling 
for the building of a bridge.

We have to, quite simply, apply 
our minds and efforts to saving 
the lives of all people within and 

outside our borders. To do this, we 
need to be informed about what is 
happening elsewhere with regard 
to the COVID-19 situation so that 
we do not fall victim to stupidi-
ty and recklessness disguised as 
concern.

On a positive note, South Africans 
in the main have welcomed the 
jail sentence handed down by the 
Constitutional Court to former pres-
ident, Jacob Zuma. The wheels of 
justice may turn slowly but the ram-
pant, ongoing slide into total disas-
ter is at least being pushed back.

We need to bring all apartheid 
criminals and leaders to justice, and 
ensure that we pull together to craft 
a new democratic order in which all 
are safe, fed, housed, secure, free 
from corruption and corrupt leader-
ship, and able to enjoy the benefits 
of Allah’s bounties.

Advances 
and reversals 
in the nation
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WE often hear about refugees 
and other forcibly displaced peo-
ple but we seldom get to know 
them or their stories.

World Refugee Day is observed 
annually on June 20 by the United 
Nations to honour refugees 
around the globe. It celebrates 
the strength and the courage of 
people who have been forced to 
flee their home country to escape 
conflict or persecution.

According to the United 
Nations High Commission for 
Refugees (UNHCR), refugees and 
asylum seekers in South Africa 
face many challenges, including 
finding affordable housing and 
employment, language and com-
munication barriers, unnecessary 
delays in documentation and 
xenophobia.

Guy Roger Ndezahayo, a refu-
gee from Burundi, has managed 
to overcome some of these obsta-
cles to establish a small business. 
‘It was not easy,’ said the father of 
four children.

Roger started out working for 
someone but now he employs two 
people in his Atlantis workshop 
who help him to produce leath-
er bags, leather sandals, belts, 
wallets and other items. Despite 
this achievement, Roger still faces 
other obstacles, like marketing his 
products.

Another refugee, Tilda 
Wilondja, could not finish her 
college diploma because of lack of 
funds. This is her story:

‘My name is Tilda Wilondja, 
from Goma, in the Congo DRC, 
and I am 28 years old. I came 
to South Africa in 2005. I am 
one of the refugees who lived 
at Wingfield refugee camp, in 
Kensington.

‘Before being moved to the 
camp in Kensington, we were 
first in the Methodist Church at 
Greenmarket Square. I am also 
a mother of a nine-year-old boy. 
Presently, I stay in Parow with my 
mother, sister and my son.

‘I grew up in Cape Town. I 
went to Belhar Primary school 
and Belhar High School. My 
dream has always been to change 
lives through music. I love sing-
ing, I sing even in my sleep. I 
worked as a waitress before and 
managed to save some money 
to pay for my college education. 
I did my vocals at Campus of 
Performance Arts (COPA) but I 
couldn’t really finish paying the 
fees so I dropped out.

NURUDEAN SSEMPA

Amplifying refugee voices on World Refugee Day

Retired Western Cape High Court Judge Siraj Desai made a pres-
entation on rights and responsibilities of refugees and other mi-
grants during World Refugee Day. Islamic Relief South Africa, 
the United Nations Refugee Agency and other community or-
ganisations, like Muslim Refugee Association of South Africa 
(Mrasa), are working to ensure that refugees live a dignified life 
through skills empowerment, education and other programmes.

Photo RAEESA DALWAI

Tilda Wilondja, a refugee from Democratic Republic of Con-
go, performing during a World Refugee Day event organised 
by Islamic Relief South Africa and other partner organisa-
tions. Many refugees in South Africa face several challenges 
and the COVID-19 pandemic only made their situation worse.

Photo NURUDEAN SSEMPA



CELEBRATING EID.CELEBRATING EID.

ALL FOR THE LAAITIE
WHO CHOWED THE ELATCHI

WHATEVER’S LEFT FOR YOUR SISTER’S
“FRIEND” WAITING OUTSIDE IN HIS CAR

AND ANOTHER BOTTLE FOR THE
MENSE WHO HELP WASH THE DISHES,

EID MUBARAK!

RESERVED FOR THE UNCLE’S 
COMING BACK FROM QURBANI

2 GLASSES FOR AUNTY FATHIMA WHO
ALWAYS ASKS FOR “HALF A GLASS”
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IT is the last month on the 
Islamic calendar, the month of 
Dhul Hijjah, the time of Hajj, the 
fifth pillar of Islam. It is a spiritual 
journey that every Muslim should 
undertake at least once in their 
lifetime if they are by the means 
to do so. For many Muslims, 
financial constraints make Hajj a 
distant reality.

In 2006, Shanaaz Parker, with 
partners Ramadaan Kareem, 
Muslim Views and various other 
sponsors and donors successful-
ly selected 10 hujaaj from all 
over South Africa, to realise their 
dream to perform their fard Hajj 
through the sales of the Indulge 
recipe book.

Before Shanaaz Parker returned 
to Allah, in December 2020, her 
last wish was the continuation of 
Hajj: The Timeless Journey. Her 
daughter, Rehana Parker Sayed, 
is now leading this project to send 
deserving hujaaj on their fard 
Hajj in 2022.

This is to be realised through 
the sales of the recipe books, 
Fusion, Indulge, Innovativ’ and 
the eight books of the Indulge 
Recipe Collection. This falls 
under the banner of ‘The Shanaaz 
Parker Legacy Projects’. Muslim 
Views and Radio 786 are proud 
partners to this project.

Every generation has their story 
to tell when it comes to the Hajj. 
In 1965, my parents got married 
and went on Hajj. This formed 
part of their honeymoon, which 
lasted for six months. They left on 
a passenger liner named Europa.

Family and friends went to greet 
them at Cape Town Harbour, or  
‘the docks’ as it was called then. 
My mother’s parents also went 
on Hajj that year and joined my 
parents on their six month Hajj 
journey. They stopped at var-
ious ports along the east coast 
of Africa and also visited Egypt 
before disembarking in Jeddah to 
commence their Hajj.

In today’s times, a six-month 
Hajj experience is unheard of and 
travelling by ship to Jeddah is a 
distant memory. A four- to six-
week Hajj package is the norm, 
and the mode of transportation is 
an aeroplane.

So much has changed over the 
past 50 years when it comes to 
the Hajj. The biggest challenge 
that ‘closed the doors to Hajj’ 
is the COVID-19 pandemic that 
hit us in 2020. Hujaaj who had 
saved all their lives to perform 
this fifth pillar of Islam, and who 
were accredited by Sahuc, were 
not on the plains of Arafah on 
the day of wukoof. Shanaaz was 
one of those accredited hujaaj 
who watched the Hajj on TV, 
last year.

Hajj 2021 will be no differ-
ent for the South African hujaaj. 
According to Haramain.Info, only 
60 000 hujaaj will be allowed 
to perform Hajj this year. This 
will be limited to residents of all 
nationalities and citizens inside 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
May Allah accept the Hajj of the 
hujaaj, ameen.

So where does this leave Hajj: 
The Timeless Journey? We will 
continue with our amaanah, do 

our due diligence and 
‘tie our camel’. It is our 
niyyah that the selected 
hujaaj will receive an 
all-expenses paid Hajj in 2022, 
which includes air tickets, airport 
taxes, accommodation, food and 
spending money.

We call on businesses who 
would like to become part of 
this project to contact Rehana 
Parker Sayed on 083 4444 342 
or email hajjthetimelessjourney@
gmail.com

Our community outreach ini-
tiative can be supported in the 
following two ways:

1) Purchase a set of four Indulge 
Recipe Collection books at R99 
from the following outlets: Spar 
Stores (Kromboom, Ottery, 
Grassy Park, Groote Schuur, 
Kensington, Strandfontein); Big 
Boy Crockery (Lansdowne); 
Sawants Creations (Rylands); 
Chickro (Grassy Park and Parow).

We have raised R110 000 to 
date. Call Rehana Parker Sayed 
on 083 4444 342.

From the sales of these books, 
we will be realising the Hajj 
dreams of those less fortunate. 
All net proceeds raised from the 
sale of the books will be used to 
finance the Hajj of a number of 
deserving hujaaj who are unable 
to afford the costs of this sacred 
journey.

2) Nominate a deserving fam-
ily member or friend, using the 
following criteria: 60 years and 
older; has not performed Hajj 
before; has made niyyah to per-
form Hajj; has applied for Hajj 
accreditation through Sahuc; is 

not able to afford the cost of 
the Hajj. Email your nominations 
to hajjthetimelessjourney@gmail.
com

Even though we are working 
towards sending hujaaj in 2022, 

we do not know what lies ahead. 
The selection panel of Hajj: The 
Timeless Journey places its trust 
in Allah, for Allah knows best.

Follow us on Instagram and 
Facebook for updates. 

FATIMA ALLIE
Nominate a family member or friend for

Shanaaz Parker, through the proceeds of the sales of her recipe 
book, Indulge, and the support of sponsors and donors, successfully 
selected, in partnership with Ramadaan Kareem and Muslim Views, 
ten hujaaj from across South Africa to perform their fard Hajj in 2006.

Photo SUPPLIED
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DURING these challenging times, 
with more people carrying the weight 
of not being able to feed their fami-
lies, non-profit organisations are seen 
as heroes in their communities as 
they bring much relief to struggling 
residents.

One such organisation is the Quadri 
Tabqati Committee, which serves the 
needy from Athlone, in the Western 
Cape, to Roshnee, in Gauteng, and 
all the way to Basavakalyan, in the 
Indian state of Karnataka.

The organisation started out in 
2019 but its foundation in the com-
munity goes way back to 1985, under 
the Khaqi banner, led by the late 
Hazrat Syed Inkisaar Ali Shah, the son 
of Sufi master Hazrat Syed Khaksaar 
Ali Shah.

Four years after Hazrat Syed 
Inkisaar’s visit to South Africa, his 
vision for his followers to actively get 
involved in community welfare and 
serve humanity unconditionally start-
ed taking shape when he established 
the Quadria Masjid in Roshnee.

His successors and sons, Hazrat 
Syed Ma’rouf Ali Shah Saheb, Hazrat 
Syed Sarfaraaz Ali Shah Saheb and 
Hazrat Syed Noori Khaaksaar Ali 
Shah Saheb, further consolidated 
their father’s vision and this led to 
the formation of the Quadri Tabqati 
Committee.

The first food distribution took 
place in Roshnee, on Saturday, June 
1, 2019, where they distributed 450 
food hampers to the nearby commu-
nities in need.

With the lockdown regulations 
enforced to curtail the spread of 
COVID-19, the Quadri Tabqati 
Committee was among numerous 
community-based NGOs that came 

to the fore to assist families whose 
challenge to feed their households 
became critical.

This programme kicked off on 
Sunday, May 2, 2020, with the distri-
bution of 84 food hampers consisting 
of pasta, maize meal, soup mix, rice, 
tin food, fish oil, butter, milk, vegeta-
bles, sugar and tea among other basic 
items. Newfields Primary School, 
in Athlone, was gracious enough to 
allow the committee to use the school 
premises as the distribution hub.

The Quadri Tabqati Committee’s 
executive member, Altaaf Adam, said 
that organisations such as the Quadri 
Tabqati Committee are pivotal for 
community upliftment as it fills the 
stomachs of hungry adults and chil-
dren.

He said that now more than ever 
residents need heroes like the com-
mittee to bring relief to their areas as 
adults struggle to earn an income due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

‘Non-profit organisations play an 
integral role in closing the poverty gap 
experienced in many communities. 
The need for conducting community 
welfare projects by non-profit organ-
isations has become more prevalent 
due to the impact of COVID-19.

‘The Quadri Tabqati Committee 
serves people through such initiatives 
by distributing essential items, such as 
food hampers, blankets and mattress-
es, among others,’ he said.

Other distributions that took place 
include: food hampers distributed 
in Roshnee; blankets distributed in 
Unitas Park and Rustervaal, south 
of Johannesburg; mattresses distrib-
uted to an orphanage in De Deur, 
near Vereeniging, in Gauteng; bread 
distributed from Habibia Soofie 
Masjid, in Rylands Estate, Athlone; 
food served to the residents of Beit-

Ul-Aman Home for the Aged and 
Frail Care Centre in Wynberg; and 
distribution of 67 food hampers and 
vegetable parcels to the broader com-
munity in Cape Town.

Cape Town Ward 46 councillor, 
Aslam Cassiem, said he thanks all 
those who are feeding the underpriv-
ileged during this difficult time. ‘We 
thank and sincerely appreciate the 
efforts by all in contributing to these 
much needed efforts. It’s a challenging 
time for our community and therefore 
all assistance and philanthropy is val-
ued at this time,’ he said. 

One of the recipients, Jennifer 
Cupido, 55, who shares a house in 
Manenberg with six other people, said 
that the food parcel was of a huge 
help to her family.

‘This is my first time getting a food 
parcel. It helped me a lot as there is 
no income in the household now. The 
food parcel helped me a lot as it got 
me through the month. We are grate-
ful,’ she said.

Ayesha Ben, 51, also from 
Manenberg, said that the food parcels 
brought some relief to her and her sis-
ter, who are both not working at the 
moment. ‘It was things that we needed 
and I was able to cook a few pots of 
food with those things,’ she said.

The Quadri Tabqati Committee 
expresses its appreciation to Elite 
Cash & Carry and the Ottery branch 
of Makro for their contributions 
towards the success of the hamper 
distribution. The committee is now 
planning a soup and blanket drive in 
Cape Town in the coming weeks.

Anyone who wishes to contribute 
can reach out to any of the following 
executive committee members: Tahier 
Parker 082 786 7550; Adil Razack 
082 434 5449; or Altaaf Adam 071 
859 0901.
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Sufi shaikh’s vision drives community-based COVID-19 feeding

The energetic team from the Quadri Tabqati Committee that is carrying out the 
vision of its founder, Hazrat Syed Inkisaar Ali Shah, to serve humanity uncondi-
tionally. The organisation also encourages young people to get directly involved 
in its welfare work.            Photo SUPPLIED

Newfields Primary School, in Athlone, kindly allowed the Quadri Tabqati Commit-
tee to use the school premises to kick off its COVID-19 food hamper distribution 
programme.                                                                                        Photo SUPPLIED
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SNEAKERS and dawah? Well, 
Johannesburg born and bred, Rashid 
Stewart Thobega, who has taken the 
South African footwear industry by 
storm, has brought the two unlikely 
partners together.

According to the South African 
Footwear and Leather Industry 
Association (SAFLIA), the local mar-
ket demand for footwear is 248 mil-
lion pairs. This is a huge market and 
for 33-year-old Thobega, this was an 
opportunity not to only put food on 
the table but to represent Islam in his 
community.

Thobega, who is the proud founder 
of Landlord Footwear, a company that 
specifically deals with high quality, 
comfortable, unisex sneakers, believes 
that every time a Muslim engages in 
business that is an opportunity to give 
dawah.

‘I named the company Landlord 
because, as everyone knows, a landlord 
is an owner of property or properties. 
For me, a landlord symbolises indepen-
dence and ownership. I believe that we 
all have ownership of the choices we 
take in life as Allah SWT facilitates 
our path. So, Landlord Footwear is 
about a believer, wearing their shoes, 
tying their shoelaces and taking steps 
towards a prosperous future,’ says 
Thobega.

Inspired by the environment in which 
he grew up, Thobega has, from an early 
age, aspired to be an entrepreneur.

‘I was inspired by elders in my 
community. They would teach us the 
importance of financial independence 
in order to build a legacy for future 
generations. So, for me, that became 
my goal.

‘I reverted to Islam when I com-

pleted my matric and through Islam, I 
attained guidance that also inspired me 
to work hard in order to be able to help 
those who are needy and to also reach a 
wide range of people whom I can share 
the message of deen and call on them to 
embrace guidance like I did.

‘I started with selling CDs then I 
moved to t-shirts, and my business 
journey has not been easy but I am 
grateful to Allah for making my jour-
ney possible,’ said Thobega.

He has also owned a string of busi-
nesses, which included mini-restau-
rants in Krugersdorp, Klerksdorp and 
Limpopo.

‘I have since closed down the busi-
nesses, and among the reasons for 
this decision was the negative financial 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
I saw a great need for me to intensify 
the footwear business.

‘Instead of focusing on one business 
and giving it undivided attention until 
it grows into a business that can fund 
the next business, a lot of us turn to 
diversify small businesses yet we do not 
have enough funds, and they all end up 
failing,’ says Thobega.

It is no secret that jobs in South 
Africa are scarce, graduates are unem-
ployed and the unemployment rate 
is at a staggering 74,7 per cent. The 
South African Muslim youth also forms 
part of this shocking percentage and 
Thobega’s advice to the youth who 
are struggling is that they need to seek 
guidance in Allah, read the Quran, 
practise patience, and not sit at home 
waiting for something to happen but to 
go out there and ‘hustle’.

‘The word hustle has been given 
a negative connotation. Yet, hustling 
means making effort to change your 
situation. As the youth, we ought to 
ask Allah to guide us and stand up and 
hustle,’ says Thobega.

He also highlights an issue of young 
Muslim brothers spending their entire 
day at the masjid, yet their mothers go 
to bed with an empty stomach.

Making salaah is an act of ibaadah 
but so is working in order to feed your 
family. You cannot neglect some duties 
in favour of others. Balance is import-
ant, especially for the Muslim youth 
whose parents are non-Muslim because 
what you do is, for them, the definition 
of Islam.

Islam actually forbids you from cut-
ting yourself off from the world and 
your worldly responsibilities and, in 
turn, actually encourages individuals 
to engage and interact with society and 
reap what it has to offer – but within 
a set of boundaries created by Allah 
SWT.

Islam simplifies our tasks for us 
rather than making it more of a bur-
den, which is a fact we tend to forget. 
The Quran also emphasises this: ‘Allah 
intends for you ease, and does not 
want to make things difficult for you.’ 
(Quran 2:185)

He also encouraged the youth to 
learn to live within their means and 
to stop trying to compete with others 
whom Allah has blessed, but to be 
appreciative of what they have.

‘I moved from a flat to a backroom 
and later to a shack for three years in 
order for me to raise funds to start my 
footwear business and today I live in a 
proper apartment.

‘After every struggle comes ease and 
through the mercy and will of Allah, 
hard work, perseverance, patience 
and dedication, as the youth, we can 
achieve anything,’ says Thobega.

In future, Thobega aims to expand 
and hire more young people. If you 
wish to get yourself a pair of lovely, 
comfortable sneakers, you can call 071 
071 7555.

The founder 
of Landlord 
F o o t w e a r , 
Rashid Stew-
art Thobega, 
holding a pair 
of sneakers 
which he be-
lieves is not 
only a means 
to put food 
on the table 
but has been 
an opportuni-
ty for him to 
give dawah.

Photo 
LANDLORD 
FOOTWEAR

Landlord Footwear is making inroads into the huge sneakers market in the country.
Photo LANDLORD FOOTWEAR
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IT was with heartfelt sadness that 
we, the executive committee, mem-
bers, teachers and staff of the Muslim 
Assembly (Cape) felt the passing 
away of our dear president, Dr Adam 
Omar, on March 24, 2021.

He will always be remembered as 
our teacher, mentor and dear friend 
who inspired us to be part of the 
Muslim Assembly and all the pro-
grammes for the past 40 years.

His entire life, his worship and ser-
vice were spent in the cause of Allah 
alone. His profound love for Islam, 
his noble character and selflessness 
were reflected in all his endeavours 
and contributions.

His great love was sharing his vast 
reservoir of knowledge in developing 
education.

He constantly emphasised that all 
knowledge, with a clear understand-

ing of the whole of reality, must be 
re-invested into our immediate com-
munity for the benefit of the whole 
of mankind.

All creative knowledge, Dr Omar 
would advise, is a wealth that increas-
es upon spending. It is a wealth that 
places one in the ranks next to proph-
ets. It is a rank higher than martyrs 
and superior to the rank of the unen-
lightened worshippers.

Dr Omar emphasised that it was 
quality education that would inev-
itably bring about a paradigm shift 
in society with the consciousness of 
individuals to promote beauty and 
goodness in all aspects of life.

Through his fearless and mag-
nanimous leadership in the Muslim 
Assembly, Dr Omar spearheaded 
numerous projects to enlighten and 
uplift our society. The advancement 
of the rights and status of women, and 
their role as the first teachers of the 

nation, were very close to his heart.
He was deeply concerned about the 

needs of the widows, orphans and the 
destitute.

Dr Adam’s legacy and spirit will 
live on in the Muslim Assembly and 
in the hearts of those he touched. He 
will be remembered for his exemplary 
conduct, tireless efforts and dedica-
tion, his deep insight and spirituality.

It was his firm belief that once indi-
viduals unconditionally surrender to 
their innate nature to seek the truth, 
seek beauty and goodness for them-
selves and others, with sincerity and 
inner conviction, that will ultimately 
liberate humanity from all untruth, 
oppression, ignorance and fear of any-
one and anything in creation.

He will be missed by all his patients. 
He dedicated his entire medical career 
in serving the community of Belville 
and the surrounding areas. His hall-
mark as a family doctor was his sin-

cerity, passion and generosity.
He treated all his patients alike – 

those on medical aid, those who could 
afford his consultations, and never 
turned away a patient who could not 
afford the consultation.

Very often he would make sure his 

non-paying patients had taxi fare to 
return home.

May Allah, the Ever Merciful, grant 
him peace and contentment in the 
hereafter.

Farouk Kerbelker is the chairperson 
of Muslim Assembly (Cape).

AL-WAAGAH Institute for the 
Deaf was originally registered to 
cater for the basic Islamic education 
of the Muslim deaf.

However, since its registration as 
an NGO, in 1995, the institute has 
grown to offer a wider educational 
programme with great success due 
to the financial and moral support of 
the community.

Now, Al-Waagah is calling on the 
community’s support as it embarks 
on its biggest project to date.

Al-Waagah is in the process of 

acquiring and refurbishing a prop-
erty in Bridgetown, Athlone, as its 
new home.

The facility will provide for the sec-
ular education of children, starting 
with an early childhood development 
centre, which will integrate the needs 
of the deaf and hearing children. The 
centre will also provide adult basic 
education training (Abet) classes to 
both deaf and hearing adults, and 
will house the Al-Waagah Digital 
Computer Lab, offering computer 
courses to the impoverished com-
munity living in the area where the 
school is located.

As part of the project, a skills 
development unit will be established 
to offer entrepreneurial courses in 
sewing, carpentry, electrical, catering 
and basic business financial manage-
ment.

The Al-Waagah centre aims to 
empower the marginalised and 
impoverished community through 
training and counselling, including 
aafiyah healing, acu detox acupunc-
ture and foot therapy.

FUNDING REQUIRED
Thus far, the institute has raised 

just under R240 000 for the deposit 
towards the purchase of the build-

ing. The deadline for the target of 
R7-million is Friday, July 30, 2021, 
and the total building area is 7 000 
square metres.

To reach the target of R7-million, 
the institute has come up with an 
interesting way of accumulating the 
funds required for the project. Since 
the total building area is 7 000 square 
metres, it has divided the building 
area into 7 000 square blocks – each 
block representing one square metre.

Al-Waagah appeals to donors in 
the broader community to sponsor 
one or more blocks – each at a cost 
of R1 000 – and hopes that by get-

ting all the blocks sponsored, they 
will achieve their target.

The banking details for
direct deposits are: 

Bank: Standard Bank;
Account:
Al-Waagah Institute for the Deaf;
Account number: 071270957;
Branch & Code: Vangate, 024909;
Reference: School.
Please email the proof of payment to: 
administrator@alwaagah.co.za
For further enquiries, kindly call 
021 638 3368

Dr Omar’s life was dedicated to
serving education and his patients

Institute for the deaf embarks on its biggest project ever, and needs your help

Dr Adam Omar (second from left) at the launch of Hajji Moosa Vallie Ismail’s book, 
with Adam Vallie Ismail, Zubeida Omar, the wife of Dr Omar, and Zaibunisa Ker-
belker, the wife of the chairperson of Muslim Assembly (Cape).

Photo SUPPLIED

FAROUK KERBELKER
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We applaud South Africa’s
women pioneers and change makers!

Call for nominations open on 10 May 2021.
Nominate a South African woman of excellence here: powerfulwomen.mg.co.za/nominate 

To learn more, visit:
powerfulwomen.mg.co.za or contact Mahlodi Makate at mahlodim@mg.co.za

STRONGER TOGETHER

CERTAINLY, death is  
inevitable! Every living soul has 
its death ticket already issued, 
depending on when, where 
and how. But it is most certain 
that we will all embark on that  
eternal journey, someday, and 
return to Allah. In spite of this, 
we still grieve when we lose our 
beloved ones, particularly, our 
parents.

Indeed, the sorrow of losing par-
ents, especially a mother, is a difficult 

and emotionally severe one. Nothing 
in the world can prepare you for the 
loss of your mother, and it is certainly 
the day we will never forget.

While on the surface Fatima Bibi 
Mohamed may look like your average 
Muslim mother, her story shows she 
was truly a special individual. She was 
a woman whose actions reflected her 
love for Allah, His Messenger and His 
Book, the Quran.

She was the guide and strength to 
our leaders that are benefitting com-
munities. Hundreds of condolence 
letters that poured in from around 

the world are testimony to her con-
tributions.

Yet, above all, it was her love for 
the people around her that truly made 
her stand out. She was well known 
to spread joy and happiness to those 
around her, Muslim and non-Muslim 
alike, whether it was her neighbours, 
her friends or even random people at 
the local Moulood in Lenasia.

It is no wonder she became excep-
tionally beloved amongst her com-
munity.

She was born in Durban and relo-
cated with her parents to Lenasia, 
in 1972, married at the age of 18 to 
Sayed Ismail Mohamed, and became 
a widow at the age of 28 with five 
children, all under the age of nine.

She was not financially well off and 
was not matriculated but she made it 
her relentless pursuit to ensure that 
her children did not miss out on edu-
cation; as a single mother at the age of 
28, she guided and directed them on 
the path of Allah.

She worked multiple jobs and put 
full effort in running the househol. 
She was determined that she would 
direct her children, no matter what 

the conditions were – and their finan-
cial conditions during most of those 
days were not good.

Fatima Bibi Mohamed is the 
‘Mother of the ulama’. She is the 
respected mother of the well known 
Cape Town Islamic Education Centre 
(CTIEC) Sayeds: Moulana Sayed 
Imraan Ziyaee, Mufti Sayed Haroon 
Al Azhari, Sayed Yasmeen Mohamed, 
Moulana Sayed Noor Mohamed and 
Sayed Ridhwaan Mohamed, who are 
leaders in the community, serving 
hundreds of people and educating 
many in the path of Islam.

She passed away at the age of 56, 
on Friday, June 25, 2021, at the time 
of Jumuah and was laid to rest at the 
Habibia Cemetery (Pooke Road), in 
Cape Town, after Esha.

She leaves five children and 12 
grandchildren, all of whom she had 
immense love and time for.

The family has lost their pillar of 
strength and a mother who was the 
pinnacle point of the entire family.

Tributes and letters are still stream-
ing in. Official letters were even 
sent by various organisations from 
South Africa, India, Pakistan, United 

Kingdom and Mauritius.
Local organisations, including 

Jamiatul Ulama South Africa, Darul 
Ihsaan HC, Sunni Ulama Council, 
South African Muslim Network 
(Samnet), Muslim Views, Darul 
Uloom Pretoria, Habibia Soofie 
Riverside, Faizal Sayed Foundation, 
Al Jamaah Political Party, Ahlul Bayt 
Centre, Saaberie Chishty Society, 
Dawat e Islami, STN Welfare and 
Baitun Noor also sent condolence 
letters on the passing away of Fatima 
Bibi Mohamed.

May Allah SWT bless her, forgive 
her, have mercy on her and enter her 
into Jannatul Firdous.

TO the world you were one 
person but to us you were the 
world. You didn’t have much 
but we always felt like we had 
everything. You didn’t leave mil-
lions in your bank account but 

you left a legacy worth much 
more. You put us on the Path 
of Allah and your duahs are our 
success.

You taught us love, patience 
and endurance. You taught us 
how to pray and led by example. 
You praised us whenever we 
did good and pointed out our 
mistakes with that gentle voice. 
You encouraged us to work hard 
and reach our goals. You went 

beyond your ability and served 
as a mother and a father. All we 
have is because of your duahs 
and dedication.

May Allah grant our beloved 
mother Jannah with the com-
panionship of Sayyidah Fatimah 
(AS) and the intercession of 
our beloved Nabi Muhammad 
(SAW).

Children of Marhooma Fatima 
Bibi Mohamed

Tribute to a mother who raised ulama and leaders
FATIMA BIBI MOHAMED (March 25, 1965 – June 25, 2021)

Our world,
our Jannah

Fatima Bibi Mohamed’s legacy is nurturing ulama and leaders despite her chal-
lenging life: a widow for 28 years. Here she is with her sons (from left) Sayed 
Ridhwaan, Moulana Sayed Noor, Moulana Sayed Imraan and Mufti Sayed Haroon.                                                                   

Photo SUPPLIED
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‘DAWAH is a commonly debat-
ed topic in Muslim communities. 
However, I think that it is often 
misunderstood and oversimplified. 
In this regard, I wanted to bring an 
alternative view of dawah, empha-
sising the need to tackle attacks 
against Islam at an intellectual level 
but also at a socio-political level,’ 
said Dr Yahya Baptiste Brodard, 
speaking during a seminar hosted 
by the International Peace College 
of South Africa (IPSA) on June 5, 

2021.
Attendees of different ages and 

backgrounds were intrigued and 
engaged robustly on the topic.

Aminata Thiam, an IPSA stu-
dent, enjoyed the seminar. ‘It’s not 
every day that you get to be part of 
learned people, who like me also 
see the need for change in how 
we approach dawah as Muslims. I 
am grateful for the knowledge and 
hope to share it with other Muslims 
who were not fortunate to attend 
the event,’ said Thiam.

Brodard, who took his shahadah 
in 2003, said dawah is among the 

topics which are close to his heart. 
‘My conversion to Islam was a 
long-term process driven by three 
main factors: a spiritual quest, a 
cultural influence and a need to 
find a way to change my way of life 
and free myself from personal and 
social problems,’ said Brodard.

He relates that in 2001 he heard 
a French rapper of Haitian origin 
(Kery James) talking about his life’s 
journey in a ten-minute long song. 
This rapper reverted to Islam after 
a difficult childhood in poverty and 
adolescence in crime and street life.

In the song, James rapped about 
the message of Islam, which called 
people to unite, show justice, love 
and compassion for one another. 
Brobard said it touched his heart 
and gave him a great respect and 
interest for Islam.

He also stated that the culture 
of French popular neighbourhoods 
(housing projects), where he spent 
a lot of time, exposed him to Islam, 
mostly through the influence of 
West African and North African 
descendants.

Brobard said that among the rea-
sons for the event is that he wanted 
to focus on common ‘mistakes’ 
and counter-productive attitudes 
found within Muslim organisations 
involved in dawah.

‘For instance, Islam is often pre-
sented as a complicated religion 
with a lot of rules to abide by. I 
prefer to introduce Islam as a wide 
path to success, peace and happi-
ness, and to focus on fundamentals 
and principles rather than details,’ 
he noted.

‘I think that there is a need to 
reconsider not only how we preach 

Islam but also how we live Islam. 
One can still find many contradic-
tions in today’s Muslim’s way of 
life. For instance, Muslim commu-
nities are still very divided, based 
on ethnic belongings. If the colo-
nisation and apartheid regime are 
at the very source of the problem, 
it is time for us as Muslims to find 
ways to improve our relations and 
to unite ourselves as our deen is 
teaching us,’ said Brodard. 

He emphasises that Islam 
is a blessing for everybody. 
Unfortunately, he said, too often, 
Islam is taught and spread as some-
thing cultural, which offends the 
cultural sensibilities of other social 
and ethnic groups.

‘I think it is crucial to emphasise 
the universal nature of Islam and 
to acknowledge that other cultures 
and civilisations also have great 
assets and interest. In this regard, 
Islam does not reject people’s cul-
ture but adapts them in its frame. 
Whereas Islam teaches clear princi-
ples and guidelines, it also accom-
modates and integrates various cul-
tures as it has always been the case 
in history,’ said Brodard.

Among the solutions he suggested 
regarding productive dawah is the 
importance of learning from other 
countries where Islam is increasing 
at a high percentage. ‘What hap-
pens abroad may inspire us and 
give us unexpected solutions. But 
at the same time, each location 
and country have their own par-
ticularities, which implies an active 
role of local thinkers and activists 
in designing the way to deal with 
issues and to improve the situation. 
To do so, we need this kind of 

workshops and meetings in order 
to share knowledge and to collec-
tively think on practical solutions,’ 
said Brodard.

Often such seminars are hosted 
in areas where Islamic knowledge 
can be accessible yet in areas such 
as townships and rural areas where 
such knowledge is needed the most, 
very few or no seminars or work-
shops are held. This then inspired 
Brodard to visit the Gugulethu 
masjid.

He was welcomed with open 
arms and got to engage with the 
locals, who showered him with 
love and honour. In his talk, he 
spoke about the importance of 
reflecting on how Islam changes an 
individual’s life, and how a Muslim 
can impact other people’s lives.

He also spoke about wisdom 
behind coming from a poor back-
ground.

‘When you have been poor you 
get to understand the importance 
of assisting the needy much better 
than a person who has not expe-
rienced the situation. Therefore, 
among the priorities of a growing 
Muslim community is to help the 
needy and end poverty. This is 
about living Islam, not just talking 
of Islam,’ said Bodard.

Shaikh Ismail Gqamane, the 
imam of Gugulethu Masjid said 
that Brobard’s visit to their com-
munity was welcomed. ‘It is not 
every day that people in my com-
munity are exposed to Muslims 
of European descent. His visit was 
also a nice way to cement that 
Islam is a universal religion and a 
home for anyone who accepts sha-
hadah,’ said Gqamane.

Islam a ‘wide path to peace, success and happiness’
NONTOBEKO AISHA 
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Dr Yahya Baptiste Brodard addressing the audience during a seminar at the Inter-
national Peace College South Africa (Ipsa).                                                Photo IPSA
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THE Western Cape Shura Youth 
Desk commemorated the uprising 
of June 16, 1976, by hosting its 
second Annual Umhlangano Youth 
Conference at Gugulethu Islamic 
Centre, in Gugulethu, Cape Town.

The youth conference is named 
after a Xhosa term Ukuhlangana, 
which means ‘to consult’. 
Umhlangano then becomes the 
action of consultation. It was 
formed last year during the height 
of the COVID-19 pandemic as a 
means of getting the youth together 
to discuss issues faced by the youth 
in different walks of life and col-
lectively coming up with possible 
solutions inspired by the Quran and 
Sunnah.

Muslim youth, including those 
from neighbouring areas, attended 
in numbers. Youth guest speakers 
from all over South Africa were 
invited to share their knowledge.

The youth have always played a 
significant role in the revolution. In 
the South African context, it can be 
seen through the June 16 Soweto 
uprising, which was an inflection 
point in the nation’s history.

On the other hand, in Islam, 
it can be seen through the role 
Muslim youth have played through-
out the history of Islam. For exam-
ple, Prophet Muhammad (SAW) 
appointed Usamah ibn Zayd as the 
commander of a successful expe-

dition that invaded the region of 
Balqa in the Bynzantine Empire.

The Nabi (SAW), through his 
love and support of the youth, 
showed that Islam gives youth a 
high status because the develop-
ment and the future of nations is 
in their hands. This is among the 
reasons why this conference was 
created.

Khalid Giveus Badi, the pro-
gramme director, stated that it is 
important that the youth draw 
inspiration from the late Mufti 
Muhammad Taha Karaan. ‘When 
someone is loved by Allah, even 
if you did not know him or come 
across him, you need to feel some-
thing because a person who was 
loved by Allah SWT has now 
departed.

‘It is not for us to start weep-
ing and whinging that Moulana 
is gone, and we start asking who 
is going to give us fatwas, No! 
Moulana left a legacy; it is now our 
job to keep that up because Allah 
will not ask us why you did not 
keep Moulana. He was not in our 
hands. Allah SWT will ask us: So, 
after Moulana left this world what 
did we do?

‘So, we are here on June 16, we 
are not dancing or engaging in 
haraam but we are here together 
to strengthen each other spiritually 
and mentally, and this would have 
been something Moulana would 
have promoted,’ said Badi.

Mohale Moloi, a motivation-

al speaker based in Durban, was 
among the guest speakers.

Moloi emphasised that no one 
has a perfect life but what is 
important is to strive for a perfect 
life. ‘Life is a challenge and its 
harder when you do not submit 
yourself to Allah, begin everything 
with Allah and end everything with 
Allah. When in sorrow, happiness, 
feeling depressed or achieving any-
thing, turn to Allah,’ said Moloi.

Fatimah Zinhle Wisani-
Gqamane, is a youth ambassador 
of the WC Shura Council and is 
part of a programme that runs for 
eight months organised by the WC 
Shura Youth Desk.

‘The programme is aimed at plac-
ing the youth on the forefront and 
giving them a platform in order to 
inspire them to stay on the right 
path.

‘We are aware that the youth out 
there engage in acts such as alcohol 
and drug abuse, teenage pregnancy 
etc. So, the programme ensures that 
the youth is not peer pressured to 
do such. The initiative started in 
2019, September. Currently, it has 
16 members and we are grateful for 
this initiative for it has really built 
us,’ said Wisani-Gqamane.

Moulana Khalid Banda, who was 
also a guest speaker, spoke about 
the importance of contributing to 
society as the youth. ‘Don’t wait to 
be told or reminded that you need 
to do something, lend a helping 
hand where possible.

‘Be the inspiration in your com-
munity. You are the future, do 
something because the ball is in 
your court. Don’t forget that there 
are challenges but believe that Allah 
will make it easy for you. Have 
dreams and go for your dreams,’ 
said Banda.

I was also invited as a guest 
speaker and among the topics I 
touched on was the importance of 
finding your Muslim identity as a 
young person. Most of the Muslim 
youth struggle to fit into society 
because our own communities seem 
to not understand us or we want to 
fit in at the expense of neglecting 
our duties as Muslims.

Among the proposed solutions 
was the need for the youth to 
study their deen. The youth should 
take initiatives to create more pro-
grammes such as the conference in 
order to create a hub of exchanging 
knowledge, and active participation 
and community involvement were 
encouraged.

Shaikh Ismail Gqamane, the 
imam of Gugulethu Masjid, 
applauded the youth initiative. ‘The 
conference indeed proved that the 
future is in capable hands and that 
the youth can make a change in 
their communities, provided they 
are given the necessary resources 
and support,’ said Gqamane.

Shura Council conference draws 
inspiration from youth around the 
Prophet (SAW) and June 16 heroes

NONTOBEKO AISHA 
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Youth attending the 2nd Annual Umhlangano Youth Conference on June 16.
Photo WC SHURA COUNCIL YOUTH DESK
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OPERATION Qurbani is 
an annual Sanzaf project com-
memorating the steadfastness of 
Prophet Ibrahim (AS) through 
the ritual sacrifice of qurbani. 
Sanzaf assists the public in prac-
tising the sunnah of the Prophet 
Muhammad (SAW) by facili-
tating the sacrifice of animals 
in South Africa, Malawi and 
Mozambique.

Annually, a live outside broad-
cast is conducted from Sanzaf’s 
marquee at the Seratoga Farm, 

in Philippi, Cape Town, on the 
morning of Eid-ul-Adha. Similar 
programmes are conducted 
across the country and with peo-
ple from under-resourced com-
munities.

Sanzaf has a proven record of 
facilitating the sacrifice entrust-
ed to the organisation in a way 
that ensures all sunnah are car-
ried out relating to the treat-
ment, storage and sacrifice of the 
animals.

All sacrifices are performed 
in accordance with shariah and 
standards set out by the Society 

for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (SPCA).

In Malawi and Mozambique, 
Sanzaf takes every effort to 
ensure animals are sourced local-
ly, supporting local economies, 
sustaining local farmers and 
reducing carbon emissions.

In the months preceding 
Operation Qurbani, Sanzaf’s 
caseworkers assess potential 
beneficiaries to ensure that the 
meat from the sacrificed animals 
reaches those who need it most. 
Some of the qurbani meat donat-
ed to Sanzaf is used in our food 

aid initiatives across the country.
An investment of R15 for 

each qurbani sold by Sanzaf is 
allocated to the Masjid Waqf 
Fund, which provides assistance 
to masajid in need of building 
improvements and/or renova-
tions.

QURBANI DISTRIBUTION
LOCATIONS IN THE  
WESTERN CAPE

The Sanzaf Welfare and 
Distribution Team identified the 
following areas as distribution 
locations:

Langa, Khayelitsha, Gugulethu, 
Crossroads, Bridgetown, 
Manenberg, Mitchells Plain, 
Paarl, Wellington, Vredenberg, 
Malmesbury, Chatsworth, 
Worcester, Salt River, George, 
Belhar and Elsies River.

Sanzaf will be performing qur-
bani locally at R2 250 per sheep 
and R690 per share in Malawi 
and Mozambique.

For more information, visit 
sanzaf.org.za or contact 021 638 
0965.

Do more with your qurbani 
and make an impact.
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Do more with your qurbani and make an impact
SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS

Shafiek Barendse, Sanzaf Regional Manager Western Cape, and Iliyas Kamaladien, Seratoga Farm repre-
sentative, assess the sheep at the farm as part of Sanzaf Operation Qurbani compliance.
                                                                       Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS

Sanzaf ensures that the livestock selected for qurbani meets all the requirements for the sacrifice to 
be performed.                                                                     Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS
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I AM a former Waterval Islamic 
Institute student of the 90s.

As a student at what is popularly 
referred to as Mia’s Farm, I had heard 
a lot about Moulana Taha Karaan, 
who was my senior and had been a 
student at the institute many years 
before me.

He was one of the most successful 
students ever at the institute. He was 
often used as an example and we were 
told of his genius mind and of his 
accomplishments in both secular and 
Islamic studies.

He and his brother, the late Professor 
Abdussalaam Karaan, used to visit the 
institute from time to time. I remem-
ber vividly that Moulana Taha often 
wore a grey kurtah. Whenever any of 
the Karaan brothers came to the farm, 

the late Moulana Ibrahim Mia used to 
let them lead the prayers; usually the 
Maghrib or Fajr prayers.

I never had any direct interaction 
with either of the brothers as I was a 
student and I was way too young.

I was introduced to calligraphy 
while I was still a student at the farm 
in the early 2000s and that was when 
I became aware that Moulana Taha 
was the first calligrapher at the insti-
tute many years before me.

He always had his calligraphy 
pen with him whenever he came to 
the institute, and he had written the 
names of many of the Mia family on 
their Qurans.

I was also shown some of his callig-
raphy writings while he was a student 
there. I used to admire his writing and 
would gaze at it for hours. I used it as 
an example and motivation.

He was one of my sources of inspi-
ration and I wanted to be able to write 
just as well.

In 2018, I was told by a friend of 
mine, Naeem Mubarak, that Moulana 
Taha would be visiting Istanbul, and 
my friend gave me his contact details 
and I decided to meet him.

I thought the meeting would be 
short and brief, the usual ‘how are 
you doing’ and then we would part 
ways.

I told him who I was and how, as 
students, we had heard stories of him 
and how I had always liked his work.

That night, I showed him my works 
and we connected. His face lit up and 
we talked about our passion for callig-
raphy for a long time. It felt as if we 
had known each other for a long time. 
When I told him how I always looked 
up to him, he brushed it aside and said 

that the tables had turned and that I 
was now the master and he a student.

We spoke about plans for the future 
and he said that he would be my 
first student if and when I returned 
to South Africa. During our talk, I 
realised how much foresight he had 
when I told him of my future plans. 
He listened intently and then gently 
and firmly told me of a better way of 
doing it.

He spoke to me about the darul 
uloom that he was planning on build-
ing and decided there and then that he 
wanted me to do the calligraphy for it 
when the time came. He used to call 
me from time to time to ask how the 
writing was going.

He was such a busy man and had 
so much work but he always made 
time to call and enquire about certain 
things we had discussed.

It was indeed a very sad day and 
a great loss for me, here in Istanbul, 
when I got news of his demise. May 
Allah grant him the highest place in 
the hereafter and may the seeds that 
he has planted grow and spread all 
over the world until the end of time.

Ustaad Muhammad Hobe start-
ed studies under the Turkish mas-
ter of calligraphy, Hasan Celebi, in 
2009. On completing his tuition, he 
obtained the ijaazah in the Thuluth 
and Naskh scripts in 2013. In March 
2017, he was awarded citizenship by 
the Turkish government due to his 
dedication to his work in the Islamic 
arts. Hobe has since continued to 
work as a professional calligrapher, 
participating in numerous exhibitions 
both in Turkey and internationally as 
well as passing on his knowledge by 
teaching his own students.

THE Imasa Renal Programme is 
in its 14th year nationally, and in its 
seventh year in the Western Cape, and 
is going from strength to strength, 
Alhamdulillah. In the Western Cape, 
the Islamic Medical Association (IMA) 
has assisted well over 60 patients 
between 2015 to 2021.

The Islamic Medical Association of 
South Africa (Imasa) provides fund-
ing for dialysis of patients not able 
to access dialysis in the state sector, 
which is very limited. The patients 
who have been assisted are extremely 
grateful for the support they have 
been given.

Essentially, the state only accepts 
new patients onto dialysis if they 
are renal transplant candidates and 
younger than 60.

The numbers are also capped so if 
there is no space at the time a patient 
is accepted, which is most of the time, 
then patients who meet the criteria 

have to seek dialysis privately and are 
put on a waiting list.

These patients and those who are 
rejected outright because they do not 
meet the criteria, are patients that 
come to organisations like the IMA 
for assistance.

Before accepting patients onto our 
programme, patients are assessed by 
a social worker and have a medical 
report sent by their treating doctor.

Patients are encouraged to get onto 
a medical aid as soon as possible, as 
chronic kidney disease is a PMB (pre-
scribed minimum benefit) and will be 
covered by medical aids but only after 
the one year window period.

If patients are struggling with this, 
we do assist with medical aid sub-
scriptions, if funds are available.

The main costs are dialysis access 
procedures, like a tunnelled dialysis 
catheter and AV fistula; the actual 
dialysis treatment per session; medi-
cation, in particular EPO, and intra-
venous iron.

Currently, the IMA only pays for 
the actual dialysis, at a much-reduced 
rate of R710 per session, which is 
about one third of the medical aid 
rate. We are thankful to our stake-
holders who are affording us these 
reduced rates, for also playing their 
part.

The Muslim Judicial Council has 
issued a fatwa that stipulates that in 
order to save a life, zakaah could be 
used for non-Muslim, needy patients. 
Some still hold the more conservative 
view and only allow zakaah funds to 
be used for Muslim patients.

We are thus appealing to all donors 
to kindly contribute zakaah and Lillah 
so we may assist more of our needy 
patients, Insha Allah.

Skills and facilities to do dialysis 
access procedures, like tunnelled cath-
eters and AV fistulas are required. 

Vascular surgeons and private hos-
pital managers making their skills 
and facilities available on a limited 
basis would be helpful and greatly 
appreciated.

In this regard, a few private hospi-
tals in Durban are leading the way by 
providing two or three access proce-
dures every month, for free. Dialysis 
is not possible without access being 
done and access is, unfortunately, 
a significant initial cost – anywhere 
from R7 000 to R100 000 are quoted 
to patients.

State hospitals do access procedures 
for patients who are accepted onto 
their programme while they are wait-
ing for space on the state programmes 
but these are the minority of patients 
who come to us.

There are a few Muslim and 
non-Muslim nephrologists who are 
assisting with the programme, and 
all of those involved have contributed 
their time and expertise at no cost, 
thus far. We would like to thank all of 
them for everything they have done. 
We do, however, need more nephrol-

ogists to be involved and we would 
invite them to do so going forward.

It is important to realise that if 
enough kidney transplants were being 
done in the state sector, their spaces 
for dialysis would be less of an issue. 
There is a poor rate of deceased organ 
donation in the Muslim community.

We need to promote this in our 
families and with our patients. Not 
only is it acceptable and commend-
able, Islamically, by most schools of 
thought as the ultimate charitable act 
but, in my opinion, it is almost sinful 
not to be doing this when so many 
lives could be saved.

I’ll end with a translation from 
Surah Baqarah, verse 177:

‘Righteousness is not that you turn 
your faces toward the east or the west 
but [true] righteousness is [in] one 
who believes in Allah , the Last Day, 
the angels, the Book and the prophets, 
and gives wealth, in spite of love for 
it, to relatives, orphans, the needy, the 
traveller, those who ask [for help] and 
for freeing slaves; [and who] estab-
lishes prayer and gives zakaah; [those 

who] fulfil their promise when they 
promise; and [those who] are patient 
in poverty and hardship and during 
battle. Those are the ones who have 
been true, and it is those who are the 
righteous.’

Dr Zunaid Barday [MBChB (UCT)] 
is a trained physician and nephrolo-
gist at Groote Schuur Hospital, Cape 
Town. He runs the Renal Transplant 
Clinic and is involved in all aspects 
of living kidney donor assessment 
and post-transplant care of kidney 
transplant recipients. He also looks 
after patients at the UCT and Athlone 
Kidney and Dialysis Centres. His 
research interests include desensitisa-
tion and immunosuppression proto-
cols as well as HIV positive kidney 
transplantation.

How Mufti Taha Karaan inspired a master calligrapher

The Imasa renal dialysis programme in the Western Cape

Muhammad Hobe, seen here in his studio,  recalls that Moulana Taha Karaan always had his calligraphy 
pen with him whenever he came to the institute, and he had written the names of many of the Mia family 
on their Qurans. Photo SUPPLIED

The IMA is appealing to the community to contribute zakaah and lillah so that it may assist  more needy patients to get access 
to dialysis treatment. Dialysis treatment costs are high as they have to cover high-end equipment and specific medication.                                                                        

Photo SHUTTERSTOCK

Ustaad Muhammad Hobe says that, as a young student, he always admired the calligraphy of Moulana 
Taha Karaan, and Moulana was an inspiration for him to pursue the path of training as a calligraphist.

Photo SUPPLIED

MUHAMMAD HOBE

DR ZUNAID BARDAY

Health File
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In what could  
possibly be his last piece 
of writing, Moulana Taha 
Karaan paid a moving 
tribute to fellow Strand 
resident and Imam, 
Moulana Ghosain Rhoda. 
Less than three weeks 
later, Moulana Karaan 
passed away.

IF the history of our town 
began with settlement by a group 
of Javanese fishermen on the white 
dunes of Mostert’s Bay then the core 
of this community has consistently 
been its imams.

From Imam Abdus Samad, of 
Semerang, to Imam Railoun, Imam 
Moosa Karaan, Imam Taliep Cassiem, 
Imam Noor Wentzel, Imam Jaylani 
Baderoen, my late father, Moulana 
Yusuf Karaan, and now our most 
recent loss, Moulana Ghosain Rhoda; 
these were the men who defined and 
shaped our town, generation after 
generation.

May Allah envelop them all, the 
ones mentioned and unmentioned, in 
His special mercy.

The survival of Islam in this part 
of the world, under what can only be 
described as adverse and unfavour-
able circumstances, will remain one 
of the miracles of this beloved land. 
The key to that miracle has been 
the continuous existence of men in 
our communities who made it their 
life’s work to preserve the legacy and 

teachings of our Nabi (SAW).
Ours was never a particularly 

wealthy community. What it was able 
to offer its imams was naturally lim-
ited. And there was never a lack of 
offers from wealthier communities.

And, indeed, the young man whom 
I first met when my father sent my 
late brother and me to call him from 
Aunty Aisa’s house down the road, in 
Fifth Street, when he had just freshly 
returned from studies in India, always 
had the option of taking a better posi-
tion elsewhere.

Whether he ever considered those 
offers we might never know. But 
what we do know is that he continued 
serving this community for close to 50 
unbroken years. It is a point of special 
pride to our community that almost 
all its imams served such long terms.

But serving a long term is one thing, 
and doing so without ever losing your 
good cheer and gentle manner – now 
that is an outstanding achievement!

He was one who could mingle with 
his people on a cricket pitch or a soc-
cer field and never lose his dignity or 
virtue. And many are those who can 
testify that he could administer a goeie 
pak slae (good hiding) and go back to 
being the gentle soul he was the very 
next moment.

Most importantly, whenever mim-
bar, mihrab, madrasah or communi-
ty called, he was there; unfailingly, 
unflinchingly, unreservedly adorning 
the unforgiving grind of his labour 
with the beatific smile that became his 
hallmark, and eyebrows half raised, 
almost as if in constant amusement.

Moulana Ghosain was our imam, 
and of that we are immensely proud. 
What we as a community demand-
ed from him and his family was 

always given willingly. And with it 
was imparted, with the gentle kind-
ness that he so absolutely personified, 
the gift of deen to a new generation. It 
is because of men such as he that our 
community goes on.

Ya Allah, receive him with the 
honour due unto those whose lives 
were spent in the preservation of Your 
deen. Envelop him in Your limitless 
mercy and forgiveness. And in death, 
treat him with the same gentleness 
which You made his signature quality 
in life.

He was gentleness personified

Moulana Ghosain Rhoda, a senior 
imam in Strand, passed away on
May 24.                            Photo SUPPLIED

MOULANA TAHA KARAAN

PROFESSOR SALEEM 
BADAT reviews Zuleikha 
Mayat’s latest book, The 
Odyssey of Crossing Oceans

MOST people in their mid-90s 
slow down, spend time with family, 
especially grandchildren if there are 
any, and generally live life at a more 
leisurely pace.

Not Aunty Zuleikha Mayat: cul-
tural and social activist, philanthro-
pist, recipient of an honorary doctor-
ate from the University of KwaZulu-
Natal, author of many books, 
including the renowned best-selling 
Indian Delights, which has been in 
continuous print since the first edi-
tion was published in 1961, mother 
of three children, grandmother and 
great-grandmother.

While delighting in being with 
her family and visiting the Durban 
Botanic Gardens, Aunty Zuleikha 
continues to be active in the 
Women’s Cultural Group that she 
helped found in 1954, and to serve 
as its esteemed lifelong honorary 
president. Last year, she shrugged 
off a potentially fatal episode of 
COVID-19 as a non-event.

Beginning with writing a col-
umn in the 1950s in Indian Views, 
called ‘Fahmida’s World’, Aunty 
Zuleikha’s considerable literary 
output has included various adapt-
ed versions of Indian Delights, 
Quranic Lights, History of Muslims 
of Gujarat, Nanima’s Chest, and A 
Treasure Trove of Memories on life 
in the town of Potchefstroom, where 
she was born in 1926.

In 2009, there was the edit-
ed collection Dear Ahmedbhai, 
Dear Zuleikhabehn: The letters 
of Zuleikha Mayat and Ahhmed 
Kathrada 1979-1989, based on 75 
letters exchanged between Robben 
Island political prisoner Ahmed 
Kathrada and Aunty Zuleikha, cov-
ering culture, politics and religion.

Fortunate to travel to over 50 

countries with her late husband, 
gynaecologist and pioneering found-
er of Shifa Hospital, MGH Mayat, 
Journeys of Binte Batuti in 2015 
documented her travels and expe-
riences with food in some 20 coun-
tries.

Now, on the eve of turning 95, 
comes a new book, The Odyssey 
of Crossing Oceans. An enthralling 
expansive narrative by a consum-
mate storyteller, the book spans 
pioneering maritime and land odys-
seys over a 1 500-year period, from 
Arabia to Malabar, to Gujarat 
in India, and eventually to South 
Africa.

Drawing on various sources, and 
not least on her immensely fer-
tile imagination when facts are elu-
sive, with The Odyssey of Crossing 
Oceans, Aunty Zuleikha Mayat con-
tinues a wonderful tradition of ani-
mating and honouring the unsung 
heroes and heroines who in myriad 
ways made and remade themselves 
and the world around them. She is 
wont to remind readers that ‘it is 
people who make history; historians 
only record their perspective of it’.

Fact and fiction, conjecture and 
speculation, local, regional, trans-
national, personal and communal 
histories, and the experiences of 
migrants are all woven together 
beautifully in a compelling narra-
tive.

The Odyssey of Crossing Oceans 
records the spread of lslam and trade 
from western Arabia, across India 
and down through the Indian Ocean 
to southern Africa, the interaction 
between traders and local leaders 
in India who became Muslim, and 
Islam’s role across the Indian Ocean.

On the heels of the indentured 
workers who arrived in 1860 to 
work on the sugar plantations of 
the British colony of Natal came 
‘free’ or ‘passenger’ Indians. This 
late 19th and early 20th century 
interregional movement of capital 

and labour laid the basis for South 
Africa’s Indian population.

The migratory trade networks and 
transmission of people, products 
and the cultural, religious and trade 
practices in new settings are nar-
rated through family histories that 
bring to life the stories and struggles 
of real people.

Those hailing from Gujarat 
in north west India – known as 
Gujaratis – initially lived trans-
national lives; it was sometimes 
decades before South Africa became 
‘home’.

Some Indians created sizeable 
businesses but most new migrants 
were either indentured labourers 
and workers or engaged in hawking 
and other small trades in the service 
of diverse clientele. All contributed 
to forging the economic, political, 
social and cultural foundations of 
South African society.

Aunty Zuleikha notes that her 
2008 History of Muslims of Gujarat 
enjoyed wide acclaim from young 
and old, and suggested to her that 
humans have a thirst to know their 
roots.

Ever since, she toyed with the 
idea of a book on the people who 
originated in Arabia, moved to India 
and, over time, made their way to 
Gujarat – a history experienced by 
those who endured, not one penned 
by outsiders. Family and friends 
responded, ‘Well, get on with it.’

Tracing the experiences of dif-
ferent families, the book shows the 
determination of an immigrant peo-
ple intent on making a success of 
their lives and contributing to their 
new country.

The brutality of apartheid forced 
long-settled residents to ponder 
whether they should fight apartheid 
or relocate to more dignified lives 
elsewhere. The majority elected to 
stay and fight; a few left for other 
countries.

Aunty Zuleikha believes that it is 

vital for people to know their histor-
ical origins, the ups and downs of 
predecessors, and how the present 
was forged through sacrifices and 
struggles. She says that unless the 
roots are strongly embedded, the 
saplings cannot survive the trials, 
tribulations and realities of life.

For her, all life is a steady move-
ment, and history is an attempt to 
record that movement. Much of the 
history of colonised people, she says, 
has been obliterated, maligned and 
obscured. The heirs of rich heritages 
were force-fed Western colonialist 
literature and began to imbibe the 
distortion and trivialising of their 
past.

Those who insist on a new deco-
lonial approach to history and other 
disciplines and call for decentring 
western approaches to knowledge, 
knowing and writing will readily 
agree with her.

Truth, Aunty Zuleikha insists, 
cannot remain hidden forever. 
Knowledge gleaned from oral histo-

ries and recovered from other sourc-
es must resound through our minds, 
among families, within institutions 
and around the world. Youth must 
treasure their rich heritage, which 
includes a strong work ethic, and 
caring for each other and for others.

This is great wisdom in a world 
in which the rich and powerful rule 
with impunity, oblivious to the 
needs of others, and in which greed, 
corruption, bribery and crass mate-
rialism run rampant.

The Odyssey of Crossing Oceans 
is available from the publishers, 
Women’s Cultural Group. Place 
your orders via WhatsApp: 083 786 
3329 or 083 391 6243.

Saleem Badat is Research Professor 
in Humanities at the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal. He is the former 
vice-chancellor of the university cur-
rently called Rhodes, and was the 
first CEO of the Council on Higher 
Education, the advisory body to the 
minister of higher education and 
training.

Now in her mid-90s, Zuleikha Mayat has just published her latest book, The  
Odyssey of Crossing Oceans.                                                                 Photo ILM-SA

A new book by the evergreen Zuleikha Mayat

MOULANA Ghosain Rhoda 
succumbed to COVID-19 in the 
Hottentots Holland Hospital 
on Monday morning, May 24, 
2021, and was laid to rest the 
same day in the Muslim ceme-
tery in Gordons Bay Road.

Moulana Ghosain Rhoda was 
the fourth eldest child of the late 
Hajji Allie and Hajja Asa Rhoda 
nee Behardien.

He was born in the Strand, 
in 1952, and attended Strand 
Moslem Primary School. In 
1968, he matriculated at Gordon 
High School.

He received his initial Islamic 
education under the tutorship of 
the late Moulana Yusuf Karaan, 
whose good offices aided him 
to proceed to Madrasah Miftah 
al-Ulum Arabic College, in 
Jalalabad, India.

He completed his alimia 
course and returned to Strand, 
where he was appointed by the 
Strand Moslem Council as an 
imam and madrasah teacher in 
1976.

In 1977, Moulana Ghosain 
Rhoda married Hajja Mariam 
Johaar, of Cape Town, and from 
this union, Mogammad Qasim, 
Naseema, Talha, Gafeetha and 
Salmaan were born.

In 2000, the Strand Moslem 
Council appointed Moulana 
Ghosain Rhoda as imam of 

the newly constructed Masjidul 
Ummah, in the Gustrouw Estate 
residential area, where there was 
a large concentration of Muslim 
families.

There, Moulana Ghoosain 
played a pivotal role in the run-
ning of a creche in the hall adja-
cent to Masjidul Ummah. This 
hall became the venue of a host 
of community activities.

With the demise of the late 
Moulana Yusuf Karaan, in 2015, 
the Strand Moslem Council 
appointed Moulana Ghosain 
Rhoda as the senior imam of the 
Strand Muslim community.

Both Moulana Ghosain’s par-
ents, his elder brothers, Shiraaj 
and Gasant, and elder sister, 
Mariam, have passed on. His 
remaining siblings are Fatima, 
Yusuf, Nawawi and Iebtisaam. 
Allah SWT has blessed Moulana 
with 16 grandchildren.

The Strand Moslem Council, 
on behalf of the Strand 
Muslim community, wishes to 
say shukran to al-marhoom 
Moulana Ghosain Rhoda for the 
‘cradle to the grave’ service that 
he provided to so many families 
for 45 years.

Ebrahim Rhoda, a former 
teacher and principal of Strand 
Moslem Primary School for 35 
years, has written a detailed his-
tory of the Muslim community 
in Strand.

Senior imam served
the Strand Muslim 
community for 45 years

EBRAHIM RHODA



18 Muslim Views . July 2021

   

FROM
R750

DONATE TODAY:
Acc Name.  Islamic Relief   
Bank Name. Standard Bank

Branch Code 005205 
Acc No. 005318459 | Savings
Reference QUR + Country Code + Your Number        

islamic-relief.org.za
0800 111 898

073 154 5369
0800 111 898

ISLAMIC Relief has been imple-
menting the Qurbani Programme for 
over 30 years and act as an agent on 
behalf of the donor to fulfil this act 
of worship.

Islamic Relief takes this obligation 
very seriously as the conditions to 
ensure the validity and acceptability 
of the sacrifice are very specific.

In 2020, Islamic Relief was able to 
reach out to 3 305 249 rights holders 
during the blessed month of Dhul-
Hijjah. Our global team implemented 
175 650 qurbanis and distributed 
578 833 meat packs during this 
period.

This sacred sacrifice is symbolic of 
our submission to Allah SWT and is 
inherently charitable in its command 

of sharing the meat with those in 
need.

THE ELEVATED BLESSINGS
At Islamic Relief, we are commit-

ted to providing assistance to the 
most vulnerable communities across 
the globe.

We will ensure that your qurba-
ni is shared with orphans, widows, 
the elderly, the disabled, female-led 
households and the less unfortunate.

During these times of substantial 
tribulations in countries ravaged by 
conflict, natural disasters and pov-
erty, the COVID-19 pandemic has 
exacerbated the plight of people in 
need. This may be the only time fam-
ilies will be able to eat meat for the 
entire year.

The Prophet (SAW) said, ‘Give 

charity without delay for it stands in 
the way of calamity’. (Tirmidhi)

THE PROPHETIC QURBANI
Did you know? The Prophet (SAW) 

would offer his obligatory qurbani 
and then offer a second qurbani for 
those in his ummah who were unable 
to do so themselves.

By giving an extra qurbani this 
year, you will earn the reward of 
following the Sunnah and elevate 
your blessings by feeding those most 
in need.

Give your qurbani with Islamic 
Relief and reach more homes in need 
while earning the pleasure of Allah 
SWT. From R750 you can give your 
qurbani today.

Visit www.islamic-relief.org.za for 
more information.

Share the Sacred Sacrifice
FERNAAZ HUSSAIN

An elderly woman 
makes duah for the 
qurbani meat re-
ceived. This is the 
only time she will 
get to enjoy a de-
cent plate of food.

Photo SUPPLIED

An Islamic Relief staff member helping an elderly beneficiary carry her meat pack.                                                        Photo SUPPLIED
We distributed over 578 833 parcels last year, reaching over 3 305 249 beneficiaries 
in over 30 countries.                                                        Photo SUPPLIED



LETHARGY should never set 
in; let alone in any vibrant com-
munity. The Muslim community 
can pride itself as one such com-
munity.

The ethos of a Muslim’s belief 
is one of submission to the will 
of the Merciful Creator, Allah 
SWT. A Muslim’s life, therefore, 
is centred around this belief and 
practice.

The whole existence of a con-
scientious Muslim evolves and 

revolves around this founda-
tion. It’s a foundation whose 
edifice has been moulded and 
strengthened along the lifetime 
and lifestyle of our beloved Nabi 
Muhammad (SAW), the final 
prophet and messenger, at the 
head of all previous prophets 
and messengers.

Muslim Views, through its edi-
torial board, beautifies its global 
and local Islamic landscape by 
its broad-based, well-researched 

discourses and articles that 
bring together and solidify the 
ummah of our beloved Nabi 
Muhammad (SAW).

All this, despite the various 
challenges faced through its 
continuous, methodical and 
unbiased publication from dif-
ferent perspectives and opin-
ions, constructive or otherwise. 
The success of Muslim Views 
is solely and holistically driven 
by the principles of touheed, 

Alghamdulillah.
Well done to the editor and his 

devoted and dedicated profes-
sional team. This is sometimes 
a very difficult task but it is all 
in the service of Islam. This is a 
jihad in forging unity amongst 
the Muslims.

The Muslim Views is a must in 
any Muslim home.

Shukran jazeelan to the reg-
ular advertisers who make it 
possible to have this invaluable 

Muslim newspaper to be deliv-
ered regularly to all the mosques 
in the Western Cape at no cost 
to the reader, who can only 
benefit.

To the general public: please 
support the advertisers by sup-
porting them in the growth and 
prosperity of their various busi-
nesses.

Ismail ibn Ahmed Patelia 
A regular reader of

Muslim Views
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Acc Name.  Islamic Relief   
Bank Name. Standard Bank

Branch Code 005205 
Acc No. 005318459 | Savings
Reference QUR + Country Code + Your Number

islamic-relief.org.za
0800 111 898

073 154 5369
08

DONATE NOW

R750

R2,500

1. Malawi

27. Gaza15. South Africa

2. Mali
3. Niger
4. Sudan

16. Kosova
17.  Myanmar

18. Yemen

5. Bangladesh
6. Ethiopia

7. Kenya
8. Nepal

9. Somalia

19. Albania
20. Bosnia

21. Indonesia
22. Jordan

23. Macedonia

24. Lebanon
25. Syria

26. Tunisia

13. Philippines
14.  South Sudan

10. Afghanistan
11. Chechnya
12. Pakistan

R2,700 R3,280 R3,800 R6,300
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Support those who support our newspaper

Cnr. Reen & Carrick Roads, Athlone Industria • Tel: 021 637 6810 
eliteccinfo@gmail.com • Visit our website www.elitecc.co.za for all our specials

JOIN OUR WHATSAPP SPECIALS LIST 
& STAY UP TO DATE WITH OUR LATEST DEALS!

Kindly send your name & surname to 062 840 9367 
and we will add you to our growing WhatsApp database. facebook.com/elitecashcarry

THE BETTER WAY 
TO SHOP...

TODAY & EVERYDAY!

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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AWQAF SA
IGNITE YOUR ETERNAL CONNECTON WITH ALLAH

BY ESTABLISHING YOUR WAQF

awqafsa.org.za
Whatsapp / SMS :

FNB Account Name:
Account Number:
Branch code:
Reference:

AWQAF SA
62052040145
254005
Your Cell Number

WHAT IS GENERATIONAL 
THINKING?

Simply put, it is about think-
ing about future generations. It 
is thinking about your children, 
your progeny, the next person or 
the next generation. It is thinking 
about others. Generational think-
ers plan for the future, not just for 
now and the present moment.

Imagine the farmer that sows 
an olive seed. How long will s/he 
need to wait for the tree to bear 
fruit from seed to fruit? This will 
be a long-term process. The seed 
will need 40 days to germinate. 
During this time, there would be 
caring and nurturing with ade-
quate sunlight, water and soil at 
the right temperature.

‘… [O]lives … have full fruit 
production in seven to eight years 
after planting. The slow-growing 
trees take 65 to 80 years to reach 
stable yields… The trees can pro-
duce fruit for hundreds of years… 
One ancient tree in the French 
Riviera is estimated to be about 
2 200 years old.’ (https://www.
hunker.com/13428601/how-long-
does-it-take-for-an-olive-tree-to-
produce-fruit)

Another example is the date 
palm tree. Many of us savour the 
great variety of dates, especially 
during Ramadaan. Have you ever 
wondered how long it takes for a 
date palm to bear fruit? Sizable 

crops only come between five and 
13 years, from around 10 kilo-
grams to 80 kilograms.

Indeed, the farmer would need 
an enormous amount of patience. 
But s/he must also be a genera-
tional thinker.

Warren Buffett, the multibil-
lionaire said: ‘Someone is sitting in 
the shade today because someone 
planted a tree a long time ago.’ 
By the same token, we can say 
that we enjoy the many mosques, 
madrasahs, schools and other 
infrastructure that our fathers 
and forefathers built through their 
meagre, hard-earned earnings.

So these were the generational 
thinkers who not only thought of 
the present but also thought of 
future generations long after they 
would be gone, as death is certain.

We, too, must sow seeds for 
the future. Think beyond today. 
Think about tomorrow and the 
years after. Think about the next 
person. Think about our children. 
Think about our neighbours – not 
just those who are immediate but 
also in a figurative way. Think 
about the generations to come.

Our noble Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him and his progeny, was 
a generational thinker when he 
advised his close Companion, 
Umar Ibn Khattab, to donate his 
most valuable date palm orchard 
as a sadaqah jaariyah or waqf 
which could not be sold, inherited 

or gifted.
Only the fruits of the orchard 

could be sold, the proceeds of 
which could be used to fund the 
poor, needy, family, administra-
tors, the armed forces and for the 
general ummah. Long after he 
would pass away the generations 
to follow would benefit. And it 
was indeed so.

And so many generation-
al thinkers came to the fore 
over the centuries, beginning in 
Madinah. Abu Talha, Ali, Abu 
Bakr, Uthman, Sumayya, Fatima 
Fihri, Salahuddin Ayyubi, Sultan 
Mehmet, Sara van den Kaap, 
Hajee Ahmed Lockhat, Ayesha 
Lockhat, Zuleikha Mamdoo, 
Sulayman Al Rajhi, Muhsin and 
Fatima Gani, and millions of oth-
ers (May Allah be pleased with all 
and accept all their efforts). They 
all left waqf legacies that still 
benefit institutions, people and/
or the environment to this day, 
Alhamdulillah.

Today, those of us who have the 
wherewithal, the means and the 
resources should follow the exam-
ples of the greatest generational 
thinker, Muhammad (SAW) and 
all those who followed him.

One of the best ways of emu-
lating the example of the Prophet 
is to revive the waqf system – 
the system that embraces genera-
tional and futuristic thinkers, by 
their generosity and willingness to 
share their wealth and assets, not 

just for the here and now 
but for the future.

People who leave lega-
cies don’t want immedi-
ate results. They want the 
benefits of their legacies 
to be beneficial for gen-
erations to come. That 
is the nature of the waqf 
system. The assets or 
wealth that is given as 
a gift and as a ‘loan’ to 
Allah will be repaid mul-
tiple times to the donor/
giver but will also be of 
benefit to others for gen-
erations to come, Insha 
Allah.

Our children and future 
generations will remem-
ber us for the legacies 
that we have left behind; 
like we remember the leg-
acies that our forefathers have left 
behind. We just need to look at 
the mosques, madrasahs, schools, 
Islamic centres. What have we got 
to show? It’s never too late. Now 
we have the opportunity to create 
new legacies. We need to create 
new institutions.

We need to use the waqf system 
to establish sustainable income 
streams so that we can support 
a myriad of needs with our com-
munities from education (schools, 
universities, to ensure that every 
child receives a quality education 
and tarbiyyah), adequate health-
care (mobile and standing clinics, 
hospitals, ambulances, medicines) 
for vulnerable people and ani-
mals; safe houses for souls who 

are abused and victims of gen-
der-based violence, poverty elim-
ination programmes and more. 
There is so much to do, so little 
time.

Let each one of us make a com-
mitment to dedicate some of our 
wealth, no matter how small or 
big, to Allah as a waqf/ sadaqah 
jaariyah.

Awqaf SA invites you to become 
a visionary, become a generation-
al thinker. Think long term. Make 
a waqf. Leave a legacy. To find 
out more, visit www.awqafsa.org.
za or email us info@awqafsa.org.
za. We are ready to walk the talk 
with you.

 Zeinoul Abedien Cajee [CA 
(SA) MEd] is the founding CEO 
of Awqaf SA.

Generational thinking and waqf
ZEINOUL ABEDIEN CAJEE
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BANKING DETAILS  

Africa Muslims Agency
Standard Bank
Ref: Qurbani

JOHANNESBURG   ACC: 000 445 312 | B/CODE: 00 48 05 
LENASIA ACC: 002 509 296 | B/CODE: 00 52 05
KWAZULU NATAL ACC: 401 273 199 | B/CODE: 00 52 05
CAPE TOWN    ACC: 203 382 110 |  B/CODE: 00 52 05

INSPIRING THE SPIRIT OF GIVING

SACRIFICE
SHARE

SUSTAIN AFGHANISTAN/YEMEN/ROHINGYA 

R3000 PER SHARE

FEEDS 8 FAMILIES

I N C L U D E S :  D I S T R I B U T I O N ,  L A B O U R  &  A D M I N

SOUTH AFRICA

R2400 PER SHARE

LEBANON/SYRIA 

R4000
PER SHARE

FEEDS 8 FAMILIES

PALESTINE

R6150
PER SHARE

FEEDS 8 FAMILIES

* MALAWI, MOZAMBIQUE, LESOTHO, ZIMBABWE, MALI & UGANDA

AFRICA*

R1500 PER SHARE

SHARE
Our approach ensures that the local 
community receives meat, and  also 
fully experiences the true essence of 
the day of Eid-ul-Adha.

AMA transports live animals into the 
villages for Qurbani. Villagers are 
educated on the Qurbani process 
and participate in the slaughtering to 
inculcate the Sunnah of Nabi Ibrahim (AS).

SACRIFICE
AMA purchases Qurbani livestock from 
local villages wherever we operate, 
creating income for local herdsmen. Local 
herdsmen are also trained to nurture the 
livestock long before Eid-ul-Adha.

SUSTAIN

+27 11 852 2142
LENASIA

+27 31 207 5676
DURBAN

+27 21 699 0545
CAPE TOWN

+27 11 834 8685/6/7
HEAD OFFICE

+27 83 251 9376
24 HOUR NO.

amasa@iafrica.com africamuslimsagency.co.za

C
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ONE of the core values which we 
believe in at Africa Muslims Agency 
is that when we take a decision to 
provide aid or initiate a project, we 
must have a long-term view and 
plan for how this will be a sustain-
able initiative.

While there are times when we 
may need to provide emergency 
once-off relief, we try as far as pos-
sible to be involved in work where 
we make a long-term impact, in 
ways that bring benefit to larger 
communities as well as individuals.

Many people would assume that 
qurbani is one of our shorter-term 
projects, where we provide a service 
to donors, arranging for an animal 
to be slaughtered and the meat dis-
tributed as part of feeding schemes 
or Eid celebrations.

However, the Africa Muslims 
Agency Qurbani Project is actually 
an incredible exercise in empower-
ment and education. Our campaign 
slogan this year is ‘Sustain, sacri-
fice, share’, as we want to educate 
potential donors about the impact 
that they can have, far beyond Eid, 
when they donate their qurbani 
through AMA.

The word ‘sustain’ relates to how 
our qurbani benefits farmers. AMA 
ensures that livestock for qurbani 
is purchased from local farmers 
wherever we operate. These herds-
men are trained on how to nurture 
livestock long before Eid-ul-Adha 
is upon us, as donors want to know 
that the animals we slaughter have 
been well cared for and are healthy 
animals.

Training allows the herdsmen to 

raise a better animal which they 
can sell to others besides AMA. 
By purchasing the livestock from 
village herdsmen, we also provide a 
sustainable income for them, which 
translates into food and a better 
quality of life for families in these 
villages.

The ‘sacrifice’ part of our cam-
paign is about AMA bringing the 
practice of qurbani to people in 
remote areas of the world who 
would otherwise not be able to 
partake of this sunnah of Nabi 
Ibrahim (AS).

AMA transports live animals into 
the villages for the days of Eid-ul-
Adha, and villagers are educated 
on the qurbani process and partic-
ipate in the slaughtering. Imagine 
your reward when you donate your 
qurbani and enable someone to 
learn about and practise one of 
the most important rites of Islam, 
SubhanAllah!

The third aspect of our cam-
paign, ‘share’, is about the distri-
bution of meat to people who go 
for months with no meat and little 
food to eat. Our approach ensures 
that thousands benefit from the 
nourishment and fulfilment that a 
full meal brings to a family. Beyond 
this, however, is also the idea of 
sharing the spirit of Eid-ul-Adha.

It is our belief, at AMA, that 
when we take a holistic approach 
to implementing something like a 
qurbani project, we are also doing 
dawah in a beautiful way that 
shows, through our actions, what 
Islam is about.

Eid should not just be associated 
with ‘free meat’. We want Muslims 
across the world to understand and 

experience the true meaning of Eid-
ul-Adha and to raise generations 
who will hold onto our practices of 
faith with commitment and loyalty 
because they understand the signif-
icance behind the practices.

This year, AMA will take qurba-
ni to nine different countries across 
the world: South Africa – R2 400; 
Mozambique and Malawi – R1 
500; Lebanon/ Syria – R4 000; 
Afghanistan/ Yemen/ Rohingya – 
R3 000; Palestine – R6 150.

May Allah accept our hum-
ble efforts and guide us to serve 
humanity in the best way possible.

To all of our donors, volunteers, 
sponsors, recipients and employees: 
may the days of Hajj, Arafah and 
Eid be blessed ones for us all, and 
may we reap the maximum rewards 
through our efforts and duahs.

Imraan Choonara is CEO of 
Africa Muslims Agency.

The Africa Muslims Agency Qurbani Project
IMRAAN CHOONARA

Qurbani distributions in Afghanistan, in 2020.                          Photo HABIB RAHIMI

Qurbani in Malawi                                                                                                                                Photo SULAYMAN CHIKALIMBA
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Jabulani Feeding & Learning Centre
Standard Bank Branch: 051 001
Acc. No: 243 123 892
Ref: Name, Tel & Campaign

+27 72 708 5080
info@feednation.org.za
www.feednation.org.za
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WHEN I walk in the garden, the 
different shades of green relaxes 
me. It makes me want to pick up 
my paintbrush and splash the dif-
ferent shades on paper. These are 
sentiments shared by ten-year-old 
budding artist Shazia Hayat, from 
Rondebosch.

Although she may not remem-
ber the first time she picked up a 
brush and painted on a canvas, her 
grandmother, Amena Hayat, says 
her engagement with art started at 
a very young age.

As she grew up, her love for 
drawing, painting, baking and 
music increased enormously. Her 
inspiration, which primarily stems 
from nature and the positivity of 
her family, can be seen through 
her paintings, which ooze vibrant 
colours and bring about excite-
ment.

‘Whenever I pick up my paint-
brush, it makes me feel I’m in 
a beautiful world. It makes me 
very happy,’ says Shazia. Her fam-
ily does not only encourage her to 
do art based on nature but they 
physically expose her to outdoor 
activities.

‘We enjoy revealing the beauty of 
nature and its multifarious colours 
to her. We also embolden her to 
touch and feel the different plants, 
and on a regular basis we take 
her to visits at the Kirstenbosch 
Gardens,’ says her grandmother.

‘I see art in the garden. The 
orange and yellow clivias are grow-
ing everywhere now. Three weeks 
ago, I planted marigold flowers. 
I am waiting for them to bloom. 
When I was four years old, I plant-
ed green dhana with my Dad. I was 
really surprised when it grew in 
the shape of Allah in Arabic,’ says 
Shazia.

This is where she also gets her 
love for colours. She says that 
bright colours, like orange and yel-
low, give her energy, which she 
sometimes needs to wash the pile 
of dishes in the kitchen sink. Shazia 
would like to have the walls of her 
room painted yellow in winter. This 
is because she feels that it would be 
like bringing the sun into her room.

 ‘I love colours. My favourite 
colours are blue, green, orange and 
yellow. I also like mauve, which 
would look beautiful in an evening 
dress. The blue of the sky and the 
sea calms me. For me, mixing dif-
ferent colours to get a new colour 
is also very exciting.

‘I sometimes use strokes in my 
painting by dipping the brush in 
two or more different colours. It 
makes bright and pretty designs 
on paper. Painting is a bit messy 
but it’s a lot of fun. The best thing 
about painting is you can do it the 
way you want to because that is 
the way you want it to look,’ says 
Shazia.

She is not just a budding artist 
but also a loving and considerate 
child who loves engaging with peo-

ple. Her bubbly personality com-
plements her pure, loving heart. 
She also loves baking.

‘I also like baking biscuits and 
little cakes in my grandmother’s 
kitchen. My grandmother was a 
schoolteacher up until last year so 
she has a lot of patience to teach. I 
enjoy putting frosting on the cakes 
and its fun putting cherries and 
sprinkling hundreds and thousands 
on them.

‘I have to keep these goodies 
away from my little sister as she, 
too, loves colour. My mum and I 
also do lots of creative and yummy 
things in the kitchen,’ says Shazia.

She believes that art can bring 
everyone together and this also 
keeps her motivated and in love 
with art. Amena says that the best 
moments of Shazia’s art is her sense 
of joy after completing a piece of 
art when she explains the thought 
that went into it.

It is important to support chil-
dren’s interests as it allows them 
to dream big and it is beneficial for 
their development.

Shazia already aspires to pursue 
a designing career. ‘Some day, I 
would like to have my own busi-
ness where I would design clothes 
and bags. It will be many years 
before I can have my own business 
but I am excited about it,’ says 
Shazia.

Her passion for art also serves as 
motivation for every young person 
to follow their passions and dream 
big.

Shazia, the budding     
artist, inspired by nature

NONTOBEKO AISHA 
MKHWANAZI

Ten-year-old Shazia Hayat filled in the time during lockdown last year to do this 
painting.                                                                         Photo FARNAAZ BANDERKER

Already dabbling 
with paints, Shazia 
Hayat when she was 
two years old.

Photo FARNAAZ 
BANDERKER
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AT 10pm on the hot
summer’s night of July
15, 2016, Turkey, a

modern democracy,
 descended into chaos as a
coup attempt rocked the
country, leading to 249 deaths
and over 2 000 injuries, with
many civilians and law
 enforcement officers
 becoming fatal victims, and
the president facing an
 attempt to unseat him.
For a moment, the world stood

still in shock at the prospect of
Turkey returning to the oppres-
sive days of the military juntas,
days when even the practice of
faith was repressed, and MPs like
Merve Kavakci were banned from
taking office because of their reli-
gious practices and wearing
hijab.
According to reports, the group

responsible for the coup be-
longed to a small faction within
the Turkish military. Within this
faction was a group of renegade
military officials, who had orches-
trated a number of co-ordinated
attacks in both Ankara and Istan-
bul.
This had been executed in an

attempt to seize key government
institutions, including the Presi-
dential Compound and the Na-
tional Intelligence Agency as well
as the House of Parliament.
That night, President Recep

Tayyip Erdogan – undaunted by
what he faced – made an un-
precedented, unconditional call
on the Turkish nation, a come-
what-may kind of call, regardless
of the consequences: take to the
streets.
Even before that appeal, the

people of Turkey had believed
with all their hearts that their pres-
ident would not shrink from trying
to save his country. Blocked from
the mainstream media, the presi-
dent had resorted to using Face-
time and social media to address
the nation during the turmoil.
So, when President Erdogan ad-

dressed the nation as events un-
folded on that fateful Friday, he
did not do it from the back of a
tank but from a smartphone held
up to the camera of broadcaster,
CNN Turk. The BBC would later
report that it was the mobile
phone that beat the generals and
the tanks.
The BBC reported that it had

been ‘an extraordinary moment
on an extraordinary night’ but one
that told the world much about
why Mr Erdogan would stay in

power, and why thousands of
putschists would end up in jail.
The coup, says the broadcaster,

failed for a number of reasons.
Chiefly, the coup plotters lacked
broader military backing and un-
derestimated their lack of public
and political support. The state
could have no master other than
the nation, said Erdogan on his
phone to the world, ‘I am here to
represent you.’
In response, Turkey’s citizens

demonstrated just how committed
they were to their democratic in-
stitutions, and the lengths to
which they would go to ensure
their integrity, by taking to the
streets in Ankara and Istanbul,
and overpowering the tanks and
the coup plotters with their bare
hands.
The Gülenist network, which is

believed to be at the heart of it all,
deployed guns, tanks, helicopters
and even F-16 fighter jets to ex-
ercise aggression against un-
armed civilians. The Parliament
was bombed 11 times during the
night of the attempted coup while
deputies from both the ruling
party and the opposition were still
inside. 
Tanks and troops blocked the

Bosporus Bridge in Istanbul,
iconic images that resounded
around the globe, while bombs
fell on Ankara from F-16 fighter
jets. In an effort to control the
media, coup putschists stormed
into the buildings of CNN Turk
and TRT, Turkey’s public broad-
caster, where a TRT anchor
woman, gun to her head, was
forced to read the coup an-
nouncement on live television to
an astonished audience.

In response, both Turkish Presi-
dent Erdogan and Prime Minister
Binali Yıldırım condemned the
coup as an ‘illegal act’, and or-
dered security and police forces
to restore order. President Erdo-
gan – who had been on vacation
in the western coastal city of Mar-
maris – used the FaceTime app
on his iPhone to connect to CNN
Turk.
Moments after CNN Turk broad-

cast Erdogan’s speech live, junta
soldiers invaded the channel’s
building. During his speech, the
president called on the Turkish
people to resist the coup and
march into the streets to defend
and protect their rights.
In a moment of complete na-

tional solidarity, all of Turkey’s po-
litical parties denounced the
coup, as people began flooding
the streets to stop the coup plot-
ters from seizing power. Erdogan,
who left his Marmaris hotel about
15 minutes before it was stormed
by coup plotters, managed to
land safely in Istanbul after his
pilot managed to skirt past F-16s.
While this coup attempt rocked

a nation that has a history of mil-
itary coups, it also showed the
world the resolve, heroism and
determination of the Turkish peo-
ple; a brave people who had ral-
lied to the calls made by their
leadership and to physically de-
fend their precious democracy.
President Erdogan’s stance

against the coup, as well as his
call to the nation to take to the
streets to resist the attempt at un-
seating his government, were
without a doubt, the most critical
and important steps leading to
this victory.

The resistance of political par-
ties, NGOs and millions of civil-
ians in Turkey indicated that rule
by the people – as opposed to the
military – was a non-negotiable
factor, beyond any argument.
Testimony given by junta sol-

diers, and other pieces of evi-
dence gathered after the incident,
pointed to Fethullah Gülen, the
leader of the designated Fethul-
lah Terror Organization (Feto) as
the mastermind behind the un-
successful coup. Fethullah
Gülen, who lives in self-imposed
exile in rural Pennsylvania, was
quick to deny any responsibility.
In the wake of the coup, the re-

sponse of the Turkish govern-
ment – like that of many other
sovereign European countries
that have had to face terrorist at-
tacks – was to declare a three-
month State of Emergency. The
government also demanded that
the United States extradite Gülen
to Turkey so he could be brought
to trial within the Turkish justice
system.
It has always been felt that rid-

ding the state from the influences
of this terrorist entity, as well as
the extradition of its leader to Is-
tanbul (in accordance with an ex-
isting agreement between the
United States and Turkey) would
be a permanent and important
step for Turkish democracy. That
it would also go a long way to
closing what could have been a
disastrous chapter in modern
Turkish history, where its coup
leader had desired to arrive in
Turkey as a saviour if the coup
had succeeded, in the same way
as Ayatollah Khomeini did in 1979
after the Iranian Revolution.

July 15, 2016: the Dark Night of
the Fethullahist Putschists
The 249 martyrs remembered - and the role of President Erdogan

THE EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY, PRETORIA (SA)
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HOW often do you eat meat? 
Maybe once or twice a week? Many 
of you will probably have had a few 
bowls of hot chicken and corn soup 
during these cold winter nights and 
will feast on a nice platter of mut-
ton akni or biryani on Eid day. But 
imagine not being able to eat meat 
at all.

Reyhana, in Bangladesh, doesn’t 
have to imagine this. This is her 
reality every single day. When her 
husband died, she became the sole 
provider for their four young chil-
dren, and the R10 she earns a 
day working as a maid is simply 
not enough to feed their hungry 
mouths.

Reyhana’s family is the poorest 
in the entire community and she 
depends on neighbours for food 
handouts, which are mostly cheap 
vegetables and fish from the near-
by river. This Eid-ul-Adha, your 
qurbani sacrifice will ensure that 
Reyhana can also share in the 
blessings of qurbani, which com-
memorates the sacrifice of Prophet 
Ibrahim (AS), and her children can 
enjoy a rare meal with meat.

GIVE YOUR QURBANI 
FROM AS LITTLE AS R950

Meat is not just an unaffordable 
luxury for the poor and destitute. 
In the last year, millions of ordinary 
families have been struggling to 
make ends meet due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. Many families lost 

their sole breadwinner to the virus 
while others have lost their jobs and 
livelihoods and simply cannot make 
ends meet.

Your qurbani donations will help 
ensure that as many of the suffer-
ing, including widows, orphans and 
the homeless, have a hot, nutritious 
meal, with fresh meat on Eid day.

At Muslim Hands, we take 
your qurbani orders up until Eid 
morning, sacrifice animals over the 
days of Eid and only use non-fro-
zen, non-tinned meat so that your 
qurbani is 100 per cent valid.

You can sacrifice for the suffering 
in developing countries like Mali, 
India, and even Palestine, choose 
to have the meat distributed where 
it is most needed or have it distrib-
uted locally, here in South Africa.

If you have already given your 
qurbani then why not follow the 
sunnah of our beloved Prophet 
(SAW) and donate another?

Surprisingly, not many people 
know that on the day of Eid-ul-
Adha, the Prophet (SAW) would 
generously make two qurbani sac-
rifices, one for himself and another 
for those of his ummah who were 
unable to make the sacrifice them-
selves.

Muslims like Reyhana fall below 
the nisaab threshold and so do not 
have the opportunity to offer a qur-
bani sacrifice. By giving a Prophetic 
qurbani on their behalf, you are 
ensuring that they also get to partic-
ipate in this religious ritual.

THE VIRTUES OF A
PROPHETIC QURBANI
This second sacrifice is known 

as the Prophetic qurbani and is a 
beautiful sunnah practice that the 
Prophet (SAW) advised his family 
and friends to also do. While your 
first qurbani is an obligation, your 
second qurbani is a sadaqah, and 
it is even more important to give 
sadaqah during a time of crisis like 
the crippling third wave, which we 
are currently experiencing.

As well as helping those suf-
fering from hunger and poverty, 
your additional sacrifice will be a 
welcome relief for our farmers and 
their families.

Many of those in the agricultural 
sector have lost their income due 
to the coronavirus and are desper-
ately in need of our support, now 
more than ever. Buying more than 
one animal for an Eid sacrifice is a 
great way of offering your support 
to local farmers during these testing 
times.

Sacrificing for the suffering has 
never been easier or more reward-
ing than with Muslim Hands so 
please call our office today on 021 
633 6413 to make your donation 
today.

If you are unable to give a qurba-
ni this year, you can still reap some 
rewards by sharing this information 
with your family and friends, and 
encouraging them to make their 
sacrifice.

This Eid, sacrifice for the
suffering with Muslim Hands

ZEENAT MOOSA HASSAN

Your qurbani sacrifice will allow families like Reyhana’s to share in the blessings 
of Eid and enjoy a rare meal with meat. Photo SUPPLIED

Choose to sacrifice for the suffering in one of 13 countries, including Palestine and 
South Africa, or have the meat distributed where it is most needed.

Photo SUPPLIED
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Bediuzzaman then 
discusses the ‘Clear 
Book’ in relation 

to the reference to 
the ‘little atom’ in 
the ayah in Surah 

Saba’: ‘And yet, the 
unbelievers assert, 

“Never will the 
Hour come upon 
us!” Say, “Nay! 

PEOPLE who recite the Quran 
and seek to engage with the mean-
ings of the truths that the Quran 
teaches, would have encountered in 
it numerous references to Kitab-al 
Mubin (Clear Book) and Imam-al 
Mubin (Clear Record).

In his contemporary Quranic 
tafsir, Risale-i Nur, Bediuzzaman 
Said Nursi contends that there are 
different explanations offered by 
the commentators on the Quran 
regarding the meaning of these 
terms: one group contends that 
they are the same, others state 
that these terms differ in meaning. 
Bediuzzaman shares the latter view.

Notwithstanding the differenc-
es in understanding, all Quranic 

commentators seem to agree 
that Kitab al Mubin and Imam 
al Mubin are terms that describe 
Allah Almighty’s knowledge. In this 
article, we will share the perspective 
of Bediuzzaman Said Nursi on these 
Quranic terms.

Bediuzzaman shares that through 
the effulgence of the Quran, he 
understood and thus concluded that 
the Imam al Mubin (Clear Record) 
looks more to the world of the 
unseen than to the manifest world, 
and that it pertains to one aspect 
of Allah’s knowledge and His com-
mand.

This means that rather than look-
ing to the present, the Imam-al 
Mubin pertains more to the past 
and to the future. In other words, 
it pertains more to the origin and 
progeny, to the roots and seeds of 
everything.

He says that the perfect order 
and art that are displayed within 
the sources from which things are 
brought into existence, convey that 
they must be arranged in accor-
dance with a kind of notebook of 
the principles of Allah Almighty’s 
knowledge.

Bediuzzaman further says that 
since the results, progeny and seeds 
of things contain the indexes and 
programmes of beings which will 
come into existence subsequently, 
they must be like a small register 
of Allah’s commands. Thus, the 
Imam al Mubin (Clear Record) 
is like an index and programme 
related to every part of the past and 

the future, and of the world of the 
unseen.

In this sense, we can conceive of 
the Clear Record as a notebook and 
register of the principles of Divine 
Determining rather than to created 
beings in their visible existence.

The Kitab al Mubin (Clear Book) 
looks more to the manifest world 
than to the world of the unseen 
– it pertains more to present time 
than to the past and the future. 
Bediuzzaman says that it is like a 
notebook of the will and power of 
Allah Almighty, rather than of His 
knowledge and commands.

To bring this matter closer to our 
understanding, Bediuzzaman cites 
the example of a seed. He says 
that in a seed there are two mani-
festations of Divine Determining; 
one is ‘evident’, which refers to 
the Kitab al Mubin (Clear Book), 
which is a title of Allah’s will 
and the Creational Commands; the 
other manifestation can be consid-
ered as ‘theoretical’ and refers to 
the Imam al Mubin (Clear Record), 
which Bediuzzaman says is a title 
of Allah’s knowledge and His com-
mand.

Bediuzzaman shares that ‘evi-
dent’ Divine Determining refers to 
that which we can observe and thus 
refers to the physical order in living 
beings, and is named the Kitab al 
Mubin (Clear Book), while ‘theoret-
ical’ Divine Determining indicates 
forms and shapes, which are the 
non-physical order in creation and 
is named the Imam al Mubin (Clear 

Record).
In short, Bediuzzaman sum-

marises this matter and says that 
we can understand that ‘evident’ 
Divine Determining defines the 
physical nature, states and parts of 
the tree which the seed comprises. 
‘Theoretical’ Divine Determining 
defines the stages, states, forms, 
motions and glorifications which 
the tree will undergo and perform 
over the period of its life, and which 
are contained in its seed.

Each of the stages, states and 
forms of the seed and the branch-
es and leaves of the tree, which 
constantly change, have a struc-
tured formation in accordance with 
Divine Determining,

Thus, if the Imam al Mubin 
(Clear Record) is the notebook for 
Divine Determining, the Kitab al 
Mubin (Clear Book) is the note-
book for Allah Almighty’s power. 

Bediuzzaman then discusses the 
‘Clear Book’ in relation to the ref-
erence to the ‘little atom’ in the 
ayah in Surah Saba’: ‘And yet, the 
unbelievers assert, “Never will the 
Hour come upon us!” Say, “Nay! 
But most surely, by my Sustainer, it 
will come upon you – by Him Who 
knows the unseen, – from Whom 
is not hidden the least little atom 
in the heavens or on the earth, nor 
is there anything less than that, or 
greater, but it is in the Clear Book.’

In relation to this ayah and in 
expounding the meanings of the 
Clear Record and the Clear Book, 
Bediuzzaman recounts the trans-

formation of particles as being 
the vibrations and motions that 
occur when Allah Almighty, the 
Pre-Eternal Inscriber, through His 
power, ‘writes’ the signs of creation 
in the ‘Book of the Universe’. 

We can thus understand that the 
motion of particles is the vibra-
tion and motion from that ‘writ-
ing’ which occurs in the words 
of Bediuzzaman ‘while beings pass 
from the world of the unseen to the 
manifest world, as they pass from 
knowledge to power’.

From this he makes known that 
the transformation and motion of 
all particles in creation are ordered 
and precise, and are certainly not 
random, meaningless motion, nor 
do they occur by chance.

In concluding this discussion, 
Bediuzzaman contends that not 
unlike all beings, every particle says 
‘Bismillah’ at the start of its motion, 
and through this is enabled to raise 
loads that exceed its strength.

He cites as an example the seed 
the size of a grain of wheat which 
bears a huge pine tree. And on 
completion of its duty, it says 
‘Alhamdulillah’. Thus, particles 
are employed in their duties and 
motion in things, and do not act 
on their own account or by chance.

It is through the dictates of the 
Imam al Mubin (Clear Record), 
through the decree and instruction 
of Divine Determining, that Allah 
Almighty’s power creates the chain 
of beings and causes the motion of 
particles in the universe.

References to the Clear Book and the Clear Record
IBRAHIM OKSAS

AND NAZEEMA AHMED

Light from the Quran
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T h e  Voice  of  the  Cape
m an agement  and staff ,  

w ish  ou r  c l ients ,  sponsors  and
l isteners  a  b lessed 

May the  Almighty  acc e p t
our  sacr i f ice ,  Am e e n .

CRYPTOCURRENCIES have 
gained more interest over the last 
few years, thus also attracting the 
attention of tax authorities world-
wide who are coming to the party 
to claim their share.

The South African Revenue 
Service (Sars) commissioner has 
confirmed that undisclosed crypto-
currency holdings will be a big area 
of focus for the tax agency this year. 
Sars has already included questions 
about cryptocurrency investments 
in the capital gains tax portion of 
tax returns, creating source codes 
for cryptocurrency-trading profits 
(2572) and losses (2573), respec-
tively.

Some taxpayers have already 
received audit letters that request 
that they provide reasons for their 
cryptocurrency investments, and 
provide letters from trading plat-
forms confirming their investments. 
The tax implications of cryptocur-
rency trading and investing remains 
unclear due to the complexity 
around crypto-related transactions.

WHAT MUST I DECLARE?
All cryptocurrency transactions 

must be declared – not only if you 
cashed out. If you bought any cryp-
tocurrency or exchanged cryptocur-
rency for another cryptocurrency, 
it must be declared on your tax 
return. You must also state if you 
mined cryptocurrency. And Sars is 

very clear that you need to declare 
it if you were in any way paid in 
cryptocurrency.

HOW WILL INCOME FROM 
CRYPTOCURRENCY BE 
TAXED?

Sars doesn’t view cryptocurrency 
as a currency. It views it as prop-
erty, like your car or house. That 
distinction has not been tested in 
court yet, though.

If you made money from your 
cryptocurrency investment, it can 
either be taxed as income or attract 
capital gains tax.

A capital gain is an increase in the 
value of any asset held, whether it 
be stocks, real estate or, in this case, 
ownership of cryptocurrencies. A 
capital gain is only realised from 
a tax perspective when the asset 
is sold.

It is important to differentiate 
between a short-term gain, where 
the asset is held for less than a year 
and taxed at a higher marginal tax 
rate, and a longer-term gain, where 
the sale will be taxed at capital 
gains tax rate.

Here is the generally accepted 
rule:

If you are making profits from 
trading crypto, this will be deemed 
as income and taxed at your mar-
ginal tax rate (on a sliding scale up 
to a maximum of 45 per cent);

If you buy and hold crypto for an 

extended period and then sell at a 
profit, capital gains tax (CGT) will 
apply. (Your capital gains get added 
to your annual pre-tax income. The 
CGT rate can range from 7,2 per 
cent to 18 per cent, depending on 
the tax bracket you’re in.)

If you were paid for your ser-
vices in cryptocurrency, this will 
be considered to be remuneration 
for tax purposes and is subject to 
normal tax.

Beyond this, there are vast areas 
of uncertainty. Sars has yet to issue 
specific guidelines on the treatment 
of crypto but it is starting to pay 
closer attention to this emerging 
asset class, and further guidelines 
are expected in due course.

WHAT ARE THE PENALTIES 
IF I DON’T DISCLOSE CRYP-
TOCURRENCY INCOME?

Taxpayers who fail to correctly 
disclose their cryptocurrency-relat-
ed income or comply with an audit 
request by Sars may be convicted 
for an offence and be liable to a 
fine or imprisonment for up to two 
years.

Please note that the above 
is for information purposes 
only and does not constitute 
tax advice. As each individual’s 
personal circumstances vary, 
we recommend they seek advice 
on the matter. Please note that 
while every effort is made to 
ensure accuracy, Nexia SAB&T 
does not accept responsibility 
for any inaccuracies or errors 
contained herein. If you are in 
doubt about any information in 
this article or require any advice 
on the topical matter, please 
do not hesitate to contact any 
Nexia SAB&T office nationally.

HASSEN KAJIE, CA (SA), a director of Nexia 
SAB&T, based in the Cape Town office, and AYSHA 
OSMAN, CA (SA), National Technical Manager for 
Nexia SAB&T, in the Centurion office, advise on the 
tax implications of cryptocurrency.

Focus on Finance

The tax implications 
of cryptocurrency



AS we approach the sec-
ond Eid-ul-Adha during 
the pandemic, there are 
many whose hearts are 
sore because, for the sec-
ond year, we are not send-
ing hujaaj for the pilgrim-
age.

Those who were accredited last 
year are most probably very sad. 
The proliferation of conspiracy 
theories doing the WhatsApp and 
social media rounds are not mak-
ing it any easier.

Everyone has their own per-
sonal outlook on life. Many of 
us don’t choose it, we just follow 
our feelings, shaped by circum-
stances and experience. Others 

decide to choose what their out-
look will be, and follow their 
minds instead.

Actually, we should not be gov-
erned by either our feelings or 
our minds; instead, we should 
connect to our hearts. When we 
acknowledge that whatever hap-
pens is within the qadr of Allah, 
we may find it easier to accept.

We know that in Allah’s divine 
destiny everything comes from 
Allah and is always accompanied 
by Allah’s wisdom and mercy. 
This should fill us with comfort, 
even in the midst of our pain and 
sadness.

How do we deal with this pain 
and disappointment? We have to 
transfer the knowledge of ‘inna 
lilaahi’ from the head to the heart. 
The only way to do this is in the 
remembrance of Allah.

In the Holy Quran, Allah tells 
us that it is only in the remem-
brance of Allah that hearts find 
rest (Surah Rad, verse 28). We 
have to elevate the feeling of 
pain, loss or disappointment into 
a virtue.

As the cause of the hurt comes 
from Allah, we have to take it to 
Allah. We should ask ourselves: 
‘What does my Creator expect 
from me? What can I do so that 
I am able to get over this disap-
pointment or pain? How can I 
please Him?’

It is important that we try to 

deal with what comes from Allah, 
for the sake of Allah, and we do it 
in the path of Allah.

Allah not only provides the 
remedy for what we are experi-
encing but also the tools to do so. 
The tools are the acts of worship 
and intensifying the remembrance 
of Allah.

In addition to this Allah prom-
ises, in fact, almost guarantees 
relief. We cannot possibly see 
the wisdom of Allah’s decree but 
we know that there is wisdom 
behind everything that Allah puts 
us through.

A positive attitude and the abil-
ity to see further than what is 
apparent is of great help. Our 
attitude towards what happens to 
us is crucial; we can complain and 
whine or we can use our attitude 
to reach an amazing altitude.

Ultimately, getting what we 
want does not cause happiness; 
happiness comes from within, in 
the knowledge that we are always 
lovingly protected.

It may be trite to say make 
lemonade if you are handed a 
lemon but a good attitude can 
make things bearable. The fol-
lowing story is a good example of 
accepting changed circumstances 
and resolving to focus on what 
is good.

A 92-year-old man, very 
well-presented and a beautiful 
smile was moving into an old 

people’s home. After the death of 
his wife, he had no one to take 
care of him and he was obliged to 
leave his home.

After patiently waiting for sev-
eral hours in the retirement home 
lobby, he gently smiled as I told 
him his room was ready. As he 
slowly walked to the elevator, 
using his cane, I described his 
small room to him, including the 
sheet hung at the window, which 
served as a curtain.

‘I like it very much,’ he said, 
with the enthusiasm of an eight-
year-old boy being given a treat.

‘Sir, you haven’t even seen the 
room yet. Wait till you see it.’

‘That has nothing to do with 
it,’ he replied. ‘Happiness is 
something I choose in advance. 
Whether or not I like the room 
does not depend on the furniture 
or the decor – rather, it depends 
on how I decide to see it.’

‘It is already decided in my 
mind that I like my room. It is 
a decision I make every morning 
when I wake up. I can choose. 
I can spend my day in bed enu-
merating all the difficulties that 
I have with the parts of my body 
that no longer work very well or 
I can get up and give thanks to 
God for those parts that are still 
in working order.

‘Every day is a gift, and as 
long as I can open my eyes, I will 
focus on the new day and all the 

happy memories that I have made 
during my life.’

As we watch the pilgrims 
during the five days of Hajj, let us 
focus on how truly blessed we are 
with the advances in technology, 
Alhamdulillah. So, while we can-
not be on Arafah, we can be with 
the pilgrims in spirit, in worship 
and in our hearts.

Let us ask Allah for the patience 
and perseverance to navigate this 
period, in the hope of Allah’s, 
forgiveness and reward, and let 
us strive to draw closer to Allah 
with renewed strength of imaan, 
ameen.

‘That has nothing 
to do with it,’ he 

replied. ‘Happiness 
is something I 

choose in advance. 
Whether or not I 

like the room does 
not depend on the 

furniture or the 
decor – rather, it 
depends on how I 
decide to see it.’
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COST PER 
SHARE

R850

Please donate generously. Our teams do the
slaughtering, cleaning, packaging and 

distribution. 

Deposit into: Gift of the Givers
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+27836677179 indicating the number of shares.
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Qurbani is done in Madina Baye, Senegal, West Africa under the guidance of Shaykh Mahy Cisse.

QURBANI / UDHIYYAH 2021
“You will never achieve righteousness until you donate some of what you cherish.

And whatever you give is certainly well known to Allah.” Quran 3:92
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Patience and perseverance during the pandemic
JASMINE KHAN

From Comsciousness to Contentment



Eid ul Adha

Radio 786 wishes all Muslims a joyous
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THE role 
of human 
kindness is 
taken for 
granted as 
we prog-
ress into the 
new isolated 
world. We 
have lost 
meaningful 

relationships and have forgotten how 
to connect with another human being 
on an emotional and sincere level.

We do not know how to act and 
behave anymore when it comes to 

being there for someone. Or we con-
stantly have our walls up, overthink-
ing our misleading thoughts so that 
we find it difficult to approach people 
with kindness.

We are all humans fighting a bat-
tle. Some have it harder than others. 
However, this does not mean that 
certain struggles are more ‘important’ 
than others, that you fail in acknowl-
edging that people need you to be 
there for them, too.

Moreover, kindness is about show-
ing empathy, respect, acceptance and 
tolerance. Too often we underesti-
mate the power of a simple smile, a 
kind word, a listening ear or a sincere 
‘how are you’, which has the poten-

tial to dramatically change a life.
 The worst thing you can do 

in any relationship is to take an 
act of kindness for granted and be 
unable to acknowledge the lengths to 
which someone went. Kindness is a 
behaviour that is often imitated. Just 
like a bully can foster a culture of 
bullying, so can kindness, as kindness 
begets kindness.

We need to be mindful of how we 
make people feel, what we say and 
how we treat others. How you treat 
each other determines the relation-
ships you get out, as making someone 
feel as if they don’t belong proves 
your intolerance towards those who 
actually care.

Often, our interpersonal skills are 
so dormant within us that we lack 
the compassion and understanding of 

being selfless. We are afraid of put-
ting ourselves out there due to feeling 
vulnerable.

An example of a sincere act of 
kindness that had me in awe recent-
ly is when a learner made a card in 
class that said ‘get well soon’ when 
she noticed that I was a bit down. 
Although as a teacher, you generally 
display a positive mood, this learner 
possessed empathy and a genuine 
concern for people around her at such 
a tender age.

The sincerest form of kindness is 
to give without expecting to receive; 
to be kind without the expectation 
of payback.

Furthermore, most of us would like 
just that, compassion and empathy, 
as compassion can guide us to acts of 
kindness. We want people to respect 

and treat us the way we treat others; 
to feel like we belong other than feel-
ing out of place.

We want effort, unity, love and 
happiness because those are the 
things that go a long way. So, always 
be kind, show that you care, show 
love and compassion; know when to 
put others before yourself and make 
the world a happier place.

Kindness is choosing to acknowl-
edge and celebrate the beauty in 
others, regardless of whether they can 
find it in themselves. Maya Angelo 
said, ‘People will often forget what 
you said or what you did but they 
will never forget how you made them 
feel.’

Kauthar Roomaney is a survivor, 
teacher, writer and motivational 
speaker.

We rise by lifting others
KAUTHAR ROOMANEY
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WHO are the spoilers of the 
earth? There is only one blue 
planet, Earth, a place of eternal 
wonder and beauty – until man 
came.

At first, he wondered at the 
artistic beauty of the heavens, the 
earth and the wide seas. He ate of 
the earth’s bounties, the fish, the 
fruits and the wild animals.

He painted the creatures of the 
earth, and even himself, on cave 
walls and rocky canvases. We 
can still see these creative decora-
tions. But then came fire, fury and 
destruction. Man multiplied and 
became avaricious.

Every day, the earth shakes vio-

lently with his explosive self-mul-
tiplication and his armaments. He 
is busy with mass annihilation 
of everything good around him. 
Why?

A recent YouTube programme 
focused on strange sights around 
the globe. It highlighted a row of 
large rusting ships in the middle 
of a new desert in the Caspian 
Sea area of Asia. How did the big 
ships get there?

Until fairly recently, there was a 
sea there: the deep, Aral Sea, with 
languid beaches. Fish swam in its 
pristine waters, and people drank 
in its beauty and lived from its 
bounty. Now, it is a desert, a blot 
on the planet, not a soul in sight. 
But avaricious man was nearby.

The central governments of 
the adjacent countries built huge 
dams on the rivers that had fed 
the Aral Sea for eons past. Not 
a drop of water reaches this sea 
now. And this is what man calls 
‘development’ and ‘progress’.

The air contains oxygen and 
nitrogen, gases vital for breathing 
and life itself. There is a limited 
quantity of these gases. Just look 
at the other planets of the solar 
system; as far as we can tell, they 
are all devoid of these gases and, 
consequently, of life as we know 
it.

We exhale carbon dioxide. 
The air can only hold a limit-
ed amount of this gas before it 
becomes toxic.

During the day, plants absorb 

carbon dioxide and give off oxy-
gen. We need plants, trees and 
forests. But the world is being 
deforested at an alarming pace.

The Amazon, the Congo and 
Borneo forests are being burnt for 
the production of cash crops such 
as palm oil, chopsticks and the 
raising of cattle.

Brazil’s Amazon Forest has 
shrunk. For thousands of years, 
the sands of the Sahara Desert 
have been blown across the 
Atlantic ocean (it can be seen 
on satellite pictures) and depos-
ited on the tropical rain forests, 
enriching it with essential nutri-
ents.

Now, it will just land on cat-
tle farms. Cattle produce large 
amounts of noxious gases, fouling 
the air. Soon, Brazil will have a 
sterile desert.

The vast oceans are part of our 
life blood. Via microscopic plank-
ton, they produce large quantities 
of oxygen.

They feed us with fish and other 
nutrients from the plants in and 
under the surfaces of the seas. But 
like all other elements, they can 
only do so if they are not over-ex-
ploited and polluted.

Once, our local False Bay 
teemed with fish. It fed the rich 
and poor of Cape Town. Then, 
during the latter part of the apart-
heid government’s rule, came the 
big business trawlers and, stealth-
ily at night, scraped the bay clean.

Offshore, Taiwan’s deep sea 

trawlers decimated the stocks of 
fish around South Africa. They 
were stationed at Cape Town 
Docks and transferred their boun-
ty onto large cargo ships for the 
insatiable Eastern markets.

When I was young, I loved 
going to Cape Town Harbour 
and saw those fleets. I treated a 
patient who had lost some of his 
fingers. He told me that he was 
working in the refrigeration hole 
on a Taiwanese trawler, handling 
fish.

The workers were not allowed 
to go to the toilet. They relieved 
themselves on the heaps of fish. 
Some of his fingers got black 
frostbite and had to be ampu-
tated.

In a newspaper report, it was 
reported that the SPCA was called 
when someone heard howling 
dogs on a trawler in Cape Town 
Docks.

They found a dog hanging from 
a line and being beaten by a sailor 
in order to soften the flesh of the 
dog for lunch.

Modern fishing boats are huge 
and their vast nets haul up mil-
lions of fish, indiscriminately. 
According to a recent report, they 
destroy more fish than all the oil 
spills combined.

We South Africans are victims 
of this carnage.

Our rich marine resources have 
been devastated. Cape Town, 
once a hub of fresh fish for the 
poor, has no large fish market; all 

the quality fish are exported to 
countries like Spain. Kreef (cray-
fish) was once plentiful; the staple 
of the poor.

Many years ago, in Hout Bay, 
we met a local fisherman in his 
dingy on the beach. He had some 
huge crayfish, fresh from the 
sea. He refused money for the 
crayfish. He insisted on being 
paid a bottle of Lieberstein Eland 
Paintings wine for his catch.

Crayfish was rebranded by the 
apartheid government as ‘rock 
lobster’ and exported. Local pric-
es are astronomical. Invariably, 
quotas are for the powerful fish-
ing companies; the dregs for the 
poor. Neighbouring Namibia had 
its rich fishing waters cleaned 
out. Currently, there are over two 
hundred of the predator fishing 
boats along Argentinian waters.

The Japanese are predominant-
ly fish consumers. They sell tuna 
for vast sums, sometimes over a 
million dollars each.

Slaughtering the large fish of 
breeding age will result in fewer 
fish. Millions of sharks are need-
lessly slaughtered each year just 
for their fins to produce tasteless 
Chinese shark fin soup.

The litany of man’s selfish waste 
of resources stretches across the 
globe. The USA wastes more food 
than any other country on earth; 
I’ve seen it. But they are not 
alone. Soon, we will have deserts 
on land and in the sea. There will 
be no one to paint on the rocks 
and the cave walls.

Some old copies of Art’s for All 
are available at www.artsforall.
co.za

The spoilers of the earth

A huge snoek catch of yesteryear, in Kalk Bay, Cape Town.     Photo M C D’ARCY
A South African Khoisan eland painting in the Iziko Museum, Cape Town.

   Photo M C D’ARCY
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Just look at the other 
planets of the solar sys-
tem; as far as we can 

tell, they are all devoid 
of life as we know it, 

writes DR M C D’ARCY.
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FOR the first time since 2003, 
the number of new HIV infec-
tions among children aged 
0-14 has not fallen year-on-
year, and in sub-Saharan 
Africa, new cases may even 
have risen slightly.

A new fact sheet released by 
UNAIDS shows that, globally, 
160 000 children aged 0-14 newly 
acquired HIV in 2020, the same num-
ber as in 2019. In sub-Saharan Africa, 
130 000 new infections were reported 
among children in 2020, a slight rise 
on the 126 000 new infections report-
ed in 2019.

This concerning new data comes as 
leaders from countries, businesses and 
civil society organisations gathered 
(virtually) in June for a high-level 
meeting (HLM) on HIV/ AIDS, hosted 
by the United Nations.

An ambitious political declaration 
was adopted that set out new targets 
to all inequalities faced by communi-
ties and people affected by HIV and 
AIDS.

The political declaration calls on 
countries to provide 95 per cent of all 
people at risk of acquiring HIV within 
all epidemiologically relevant groups, 
age groups and geographic settings 
with access to people-centred and 
effective HIV combination prevention 
options.

It also calls on countries to ensure 

that 95 per cent of people living with 
HIV know their HIV status, 95 per 
cent of people who know their status 
to be on HIV treatment and 95 per 
cent of people on HIV treatment to be 
virally suppressed.

If the international community 
reaches these targets then 3,6 million 
new HIV-infections and 1,7 million 
AIDS-related deaths will be prevented 
by 2030.

In the 40 years since the first cases 
of HIV/ AIDS were identified, signif-
icant progress has been made to turn 
the tide.

The combination of advances in 
effective and inexpensive treatment 
options, ground-breaking prevention 
programmes and truly remarkable 
global collaboration has resulted in 
the number of AIDS-related deaths 
falling by 43 per cent in the last 
decade.

However, progress has been highly 
uneven, with some populations still 
experiencing persistently high infec-
tion rates.

African-based not-for-profit, moth-
ers2mothers (m2m), is working to 
improve the health and wellbeing of 
women, children and adolescents, and 
end HIV.

Founded in South Africa in 2001, 
m2m trains and employs women liv-
ing with HIV as frontline health work-
ers. These ‘Mentor Mothers’ work 
both in health facilities and door-to-
door in local communities, delivering 
health services and education to other 

women and their families.
m2m works in ten countries across 

sub-Saharan Africa, where adolescent 
girls and women remain dispropor-
tionately impacted by HIV/ AIDS, 
due to profound gender and income 
inequality, stigma and discrimination, 
gender-based violence, lack of access 
to health, education, and other essen-
tial services. These inequalities trans-
late into devastating effects.

According to UNAIDS, in sub-Sa-
haran Africa, adolescent girls and 
young women (AGYW) aged 15-24 
are twice as likely to be living with 
HIV as their male peers.

PLEDGE TO REDUCE HIV 
INFECTIONS

The link between inequalities and 
HIV/ AIDS has been recognised by 
many policymakers. At the high level 
meeting (HLM), a commitment was 
made to reduce the number of new 
HIV infections among AGYW to 
below 50 000 by 2025.

‘Member States committed to elim-
inate all forms of sexual and gen-
der-based violence… by adopting and 
enforcing laws that address the multi-
ple and intersecting forms of discrimi-
nation and violence faced by violence 
with, at risk of and affected by HIV,’ 
a UNAIDS statement read.

‘Countries were also urged to use 
national epidemiological data to 
identify other priority populations 
who are at higher risk of exposure 
to HIV, which may include people 

with disabilities, ethnic and racial 
minorities, indigenous peoples, local 
communities, people living in pov-
erty, migrants, refugees, internally 
displaced people, men and women 
in uniform and people in humanitar-
ian emergencies and in conflict and 
post-conflict situations.’

This strategy comes at a critical 
time as COVID-19 is putting addi-
tional strain on already under-re-
sourced health systems and threaten-
ing even further disruptions in HIV 
services and treatment to vulnerable 
populations.

COVID-19 has reminded us, again, 
that pandemics do not respect bor-
ders, race or gender but that it is 
always the most marginalised who 
bear the brunt. The current inequali-
ties in the global vaccine roll out bear 
witness to this.

‘At m2m, we are heartened by 
growing global recognition that end-
ing inequalities through communi-
ty-led initiatives is essential to ending 
AIDS.

‘For nearly two decades, m2m has 
demonstrated the power of commu-
nity-based female leaders to respond 
to the exact needs of communities, 
resulting in real and tangible change,’ 
president and CEO, Frank Beadle de 
Palomo reflected.

PEER-BASED SUPPORT IS 
KEY

‘The 1 800 women living with HIV 
employed by m2m as frontline health 

workers, called Mentor Mothers, 
understand first-hand the barriers to 
health facing their communities, hav-
ing overcome their own challenges.

‘They now lead by example – show-
ing their clients that they are nei-
ther powerless nor alone, and inspir-
ing and supporting them to access 
life-saving health services and stay on 
treatment and in care.’

The m2m’s Mentor Mother model 
is having a dramatic impact. In 2019, 
the South African-based organisation 
achieved virtual elimination of moth-
er-to-child transmission for enrolled 
clients for the sixth consecutive year, 
and only 0,08 per cent of pregnant 
or breastfeeding women who were 
HIV-negative when enrolled in m2m’s 
programme contracted HIV in 2019 – 
45 times lower than a 2020 estimate 
of the rate across sub-Saharan Africa 
(3,6 per cent).

‘Knowing that these results are 
possible, we wholeheartedly endorse 
UNAIDS’ call for 80 per cent of 
service delivery for HIV prevention 
programmes for key populations and 
women to be delivered by organisa-
tions led by communities, key popula-
tions and women by 2025.

‘We now need world leaders to 
put the declaration into real action, 
with a laser focus on the groups most 
affected by persisting inequalities in 
the response, especially our youngest 
citizens,’ Beadle de Palomo added.

For more information visit  
www.m2m.org

New UN declaration set to end HIV by 2030

Housing conditions in Khayelitsha, Cape Town, where government has failed to provide the most basic services. A high-level meeting hosted by the United Nations has recognised inequalities, which includes living 
in poverty, as a major barrier to reducing HIV infections.                                                                                                                                                                                                     Photo MARK FISHER/ SHUTTERSTOCK
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