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YEARS OF

CRISIS
SYRIA

EDUCATION FOR THE POOREST 
CONTINUES TO HAUNT THE PRESENT

Twenty-seven years into democracy and our learners are still the victims of oppression. Children from the newly-developed Western Cape government housing project, Forest Village, in Eerste River, are being
schooled in the open by unemployed teachers as no provision was made for a school. Government says that the learners will be transported to schools in Khayelitsha but parents have rejected the idea and, in
protest, have organised classes in the open as their children have not been placed in schools. See our page 4 article and editorial for more perspectives on education. Photo SUPPLIED
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Education
inequality
persists
Education has long been a focal
point of struggles for justice in
South Africa’s past. It remains
an arena in which broader social
injustices can be observed.
June 16, 1976, for example, is a
key date in post-apartheid South
Africa’s calendar. Now called
‘Youth Day’, this day of 
commemoration evokes a range of
emotions and memories among
those who lived during that period.
The iconic photograph of a dying
Hector Pieterson, 12 years old, 
remains a feature of memory that
tears at hearts each time the image
is viewed.
The 12-year-old was killed by an
adult, carrying out the instruction of
the apartheid regime to crush the
spirit of any resistance to its 
evolving plans to bring the 
education of Black (Black,
Coloured and Indian) people under
the jackboot of the military regime
that ruled South Africa during
apartheid.
We recall that the same apartheid
police and armies that murdered
12-year-old Hector Pieterson were
waging wars of terror against our

African neighbours in Zimbabwe,
Namibia and beyond, with its reach
extending to Zambia as the
apartheid regime sought to destroy
any support by our frontline states
for the resistance armies of the
African National Congress, the Pan
Africanist Congress, the  Azanian
Peoples’ Organisation, and  others
who had taken up the armed
 struggle against a white  minority
regime that used the myth of 
race-thinking to hoard the wealth of
the country for a tiny sector of the
population.
Part of this war on the peoples of
South and Southern Africa by the
apartheid regime was the 
ideological war to control the minds
of the oppressed millions.
Marxist scholars have given us the
term ‘ideological state apparatus’ to
understand how capitalist regimes
(and other regimes) use education
and the media to control and direct
the thoughts of youth and adults
into accepting inferiority as 
something natural or God-given.
This idea, inculcated through years
of compulsory schooling, drums
home the false idea that success in

schools is the outcome of hard
work and ability alone.
Societies are led to believe that
those who succeed at school do so
because they are simply better
than other students.
The rewards of such a system are
great. School success opens up
pathways to university access and
financial support. This leads to the
achievement of high social respect
in the form of admiration for earned
degrees in what are called ‘desired’
academic programmes. And this
leads, in the main, to career paths
that cement and consolidate the
position of the wealthy at the top of
the social food chain.
The myth here is that the wealthy
are the best in society. A false logic
is employed. Since the children of
the wealthy attend the best
schools, they must be the best and
most worthy of social success.
The continuing myth is that the 
majority of the nation’s children,
who attend the poorest schools,
are there because they are lazy or
not interested in education.
June 16, 1976, and the photograph
of Hector Pieterson, gives the lie to

such false claims made by the
wealthy elites.
These economic elites will not
admit to the fact that there is a dire
need on their part to maintain 
unequal access to good-quality 
education for the poor majority in
the country.
The economic elites do not write
about their well-fed children who
live in secure, leafy homes, 
surrounded by support in all forms.
Poor students simply live in 
different worlds. Their spaces are
cramped, their lives undermined by
lack of access to water in their
homes, inadequate toilet facilities
at schools, and the fear that 
tomorrow will be another struggle
to find sufficient, healthy food to
eat.
COVID-19 has laid bare the 
inequalities that existed way before
COVID-19. We have been rudely
awakened to the fact that the 
inequalities in society are 
experienced in schooling lives that
are vastly different for wealthy 
children than they are for the poor,
who make up the majority.
We cannot pretend otherwise.
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PROFESSOR
NURAAN DAVIDS

POLITICAL and social 
landscapes are shifting in most
liberal democracies, and one of
the issues coming under the 
spotlight is the purpose and 
legitimacy of faith-based schools.
The South African Schools Act
makes provision for the 
establishment of independent
schools, which include privately
run and faith-based schools.

Muslim schooling in the coun-
try has its roots in the forced mi-
gration of slaves and political
prisoners from Indonesia and the
Indian sub-continent, which lasted
until 1834. It has endured through
different political milieus – coloni-
sation, apartheid and now democ-
racy – and a changing Muslim
world.

Because Muslim schooling has
been, and still is, partially infor-
mal, it’s difficult to say exactly
how many schools and learners
there are in the country. Taking
into account statistics from the As-
sociation of Muslim Schools and
provincial directories, a conserva-
tive estimate would be 96 formally
registered schools.

In today’s South Africa, few
would argue against the right of
Muslim-based schools to exist.
Like other faith-based schools,
they serve as an expression of
human and religious rights, and so
are a necessary and desired feature
of diverse societies.

But there’s a concern among
scholars that Muslim schooling
and education in South Africa
have remained unchanged in their

ideas and the way they are taught.
The worry is that Muslim schools
and communities may be too iso-
lated and may not adequately pre-
pare their learners or teachers for
the demands of a pluralist and di-
verse society.

In a recent journal paper, we
have argued that despite vast shifts
in its socio-political contexts,
Muslim education has remained
closed off from broader political
discourses. We raise the question
of whether the cocooning of Mus-
lim education has rendered its ed-
ucational institutions and
communities incapable of self-cri-
tique, reflection and interrogation,
and hence, unprepared to ade-
quately prepare its learners for a
democracy.

More of the same
Muslim-based schools in dem-

ocratic South Africa slip into two

distinct camps – influenced by the
historical heritage of Islam – of ei-
ther a predominant ‘Malay’ or ‘In-
dian’ ethos. Because these schools
are classified as independent, they
don’t enjoy full state support.
They rely on school fees or the
generosity of donors. These fees
are often out of the reach of black
Muslim communities who, despite
immense political reform, con-
tinue to suffer economic marginal-
isation.

The result is that Muslim-based
schools have retained the same
racial and cultural exclusivity as
that enforced during apartheid.
This suggests particular implica-
tions not only for whether learners
at these schools are equipped for
dealing with those who are differ-
ent to themselves but also how
these learners conceive of them-
selves in a pluralist society.

Furthermore, Muslim-based
schools, like all other schools irre-
spective of whether they are public
or independent, are obligated to
implement the national curriculum
of South Africa. Often, the curric-
ula of Muslim-based schools are
characterised by additional sub-
jects such as Arabic, Quranic stud-
ies and fiqh.

Pedagogical practices at these
schools reveal an overwhelming
reliance on memorisation and rote
learning. Seemingly, scant atten-
tion is given to critical thinking
and consciousness. Teaching and
learning are largely constructed
along dichotomous lines of the
teacher as the only authority and
the learner as a passive recipient.

This kind of teaching is closed
off to deliberation and debate.

Learners don’t get the skills to
make sense of who they are in re-
lation to others, and their worlds.

What needs to be done
All schools in a democracy have

an obligation to ensure that the
type of education that they ad-
vance speaks to pluralism, diver-
sity, mutual recognition and
peaceful co-existence.

A democracy is reliant on dem-
ocratic forms of engagement,
which necessarily implies a will-
ingness to engage with divergent
views. The fact that Muslim-based
schools, as well as all other faith-
based schools, exist in a democ-
racy implies that they ought to
contribute to that democracy.

The value of any form of edu-
cation lies in its ability to respond
to the broader society. If education
fails to address social problems of
exclusion, marginalisation and vi-
olence then it has not fulfilled its
responsibilities. It needs to be
rethought in line with the demo-
cratic aspirations of post-
apartheid South Africa.

It doesn’t make sense to prac-
tise Muslim education as separate
from education in other schools,
as if Muslim education were only
concerned with the private, spiri-
tual aspects of human life. Inte-
grating it into the broader school
curriculum would fuse the ra-
tional, emotional and spiritual di-
mensions of education and relate
them to the public sphere.

Muslim education in South
Africa’s colonial and apartheid
past has always been concerned
with struggle and contestation. It
should persist with the struggle to

become more relevant and respon-
sive to socio-political develop-
ments of the day.

The challenge of education is to
bring opposites – like the secular
and non-secular – into conversa-
tion and not to present them as
out of touch with each other.
Nuraan Davids is Professor of
Philosophy of Education, 
Stellenbosch University.
This article was originally 
published in ‘The Conversation’
and is reprinted under Creative
Commons licence.

A critical look at what’s missing from Muslim education in South Africa
It doesn’t make 
sense to practise

Muslim 
education as 
separate from
education in
other schools, 
as if Muslim 

education were
only concerned 

with the private,
spiritual aspects
of human life.

Professor Nuraan Davids.
Photo SUPPLIED



Here’s to the communities who 
pull together during the tough times.
To ones who are always there with a 

Here’s to jiving together again soon.
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ROSHAN DADOO
IN a significant victory for the
solidarity movement, the South
African BDS Coalition received a
comprehensive 67-page response
from the Judicial Conduct 
Committee (JCC) instructing
Chief Justice Mogoeng Mogoeng
to apologise unconditionally and
retract his statements on Israel
following complaints by the
coalition and two other 
organisations.

Our complaint centred on the
statements of the Chief Justice
during a webinar with Warren
Goldstein, the Chief Rabbi of
South Africa, hosted by the right-
wing Israeli newspaper, The
Jerusalem Post.

Billed in the advertisement as
‘the two Chiefs’, the timing of the
webinar was not fortuitous. It was
deliberately scheduled on the eve
of the South African government
sponsoring a statement on Pales-
tine in which it would call for
human rights and oppose the fur-
ther annexation of Palestinian
land by Israel.

Not surprisingly, given that The
Jerusalem Post supports Israel and
its Zionist project, the Chief Jus-
tice made numerous pro-Israeli
comments – tropes familiar to
anyone with a passing interest in
the tenets of extreme right-wing
fundamentalist Christian Zionism.

Justice Mojapelo of the JCC
agreed with us that the Chief Jus-
tice knowingly criticised the gov-
ernment position on Palestine.
These kinds of comments concern-
ing the diplomatic relationship be-
tween South Africa and Israel,

which was ‘clearly political terri-
tory’, breached the requirement in
the Judicial Service Commission
Act of judges not to get ‘involved
in any political controversy or ac-
tivity’.

Salim Vally, from the Palestine
Solidarity Campaign (PSC), in an
interview said that ‘this support
for apartheid Israel is controver-
sial in another sense; Israel is
guilty, arguably more than any
other country in violating interna-
tional law, and many conventions
such as the Geneva Convention
and many others’.

The JCC further clarified,
‘Whether we like it or not, the
Chief Justice is not like any other
citizen of South Africa. He is the
head of the judiciary and is subject

to the restraints of that office, in-
cluding the ethical rules which
govern the conduct of each and
every single judge.

‘He is subject to those restraints
of his office in his official and pri-
vate capacity.’

The JCC was further aggra-
vated by the fact that during the
investigation Mogoeng Mogoeng
refused to show any contrition. In-
stead, he appeared ‘brazenly defi-
ant’ at a public prayer meeting,
stating that ‘even if 50 million
people were to march every day
for ten years for me to do so, I
would not apologise’.

The JCC took umbrage at this
rebuff to the processes of judicial
peer review and constitutionality
that underpin our legal system.

The Chief Justice has also made
public statements contravening the
government’s COVID-19 vaccina-
tion policy. Sounding very much
like the reactionary ‘anti-vax’
lobby in the US, he declared, ‘If
there be any (COVID-19) vaccine
that is the work of the devil meant
to infuse 666 in the lives of the
people, meant to corrupt their
DNA … may it be destroyed by
fire.’

There can be no doubt that
Mogoeng Mogoeng is using his
platform as the chief justice to
promulgate dangerous and ex-
tremist views. That he does so in
the name of Christianity is shame-
ful.

Many Christians throughout
the world and here in South
Africa, such as Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, Rev Frank
Chikane and Moss Nthla from the
Evangelical Alliance stand firm in
their support for Palestinian peo-
ple in their struggle against
apartheid Israel.

Indeed, Rev Chikane was re-
cently subjected to attacks on his
character for his pro-Palestinian
views. In his response, he was
clear: ‘What is troubling for me is
that within Israel and in the illegal
settlements in the occupied areas
there are discriminatory laws
against Arab Israelis and Palestini-
ans in the occupied areas which
are similar to and even worse than
what we have experienced in
South Africa during the racist
apartheid system.

‘They are clearly morally unac-
ceptable and reprehensible. For
me it is the worst form of
apartheid in another name or with

no name.’
As Chief Mandla Mandela MP

said in his statement on the mat-
ter: ‘It is unimaginable that a Chief
Justice could support the brutal
atrocities, daily violation of
human rights and the gross dis-
crimination and discriminatory
laws of this racist apartheid state.’

Mogoeng Mogoeng does not
need to be publicly humiliated. In-
stead, he needs to be educated in
understanding the nature of the
apartheid Israeli state and the
Palestinian’s legitimate struggle.
He further needs to understand
colonialism and the role of Chris-
tians in opposition to injustice.
The SA BDS Coalition would wel-
come the opportunity to engage
with the Chief Justice on these is-
sues.

However, should the Chief Jus-
tice refuse to respect the JCC and
not issue an apology, we would
welcome the JCC process contin-
uing through a tribunal and ulti-
mately a vote of dismissal from the
National Assembly.

Even though Mogoeng Mogo-
eng’s term of office is due to ex-
pire, as with the impeachment
motion against former president
Trump, the dismissal of the CJ
would serve to uphold the legiti-
macy of the judiciary under our
constitution.

It would send a strong signal in-
ternationally that South Africa
will not be bullied into submission
on the question of Palestine and
that we stand firm against racism,
colonialism and apartheid perpe-
trated by the Israeli state.
Roshan Dadoo is the convener,
South African BDS Coalition.

Chief Justice ordered to apologise over pro-Israel comments

The Judicial Conduct Committee has ordered Chief Justice Mogoeng Mogoeng to
apologise and unconditionally retract his statement on Israel following 
complaints by the South African BDS Coalition and two other organisations.
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PROFESSOR Ebrahim Arnold
led a life of balance, an 
imperative our Creator strongly
urges humankind to follow.

EA, as he was affectionately
known, was equally at ease on the
mimbar as donning the gowns of
academia; likewise, participating
in protests through the streets of
Bo-Kaap as he was behind the mi-
crophone at the Voice of the Cape,
imparting naseehah to listeners.

Whether residing in his beloved
Bo-Kaap or striding the corridors
of power at colleges in Jeddah, EA
stayed true to his philosophy of
humility in knowledge and ac-
tivism in society.

The Boorhaanol Islam Move-
ment had close links on many
fronts with EA, and in 2016 asked
him to pen his thoughts on the life
and times of Ebrahim Arnold in
the annual Kayfee magazine.
Below are some excerpts from that
thought-provoking piece.

For the Cape Muslim commu-
nity and our country, a deep well
of knowledge, expertise and expe-
rience has dried up, and the chal-
lenge ahead for us is to take up
those batons of beneficial knowl-
edge and social activism into the
future.

Professor Arnold passed away
on Saturday, February 20, 2021,
aged 71. We pray that Almighty
Allah, the Merciful, grant him Jan-
natul Firdous, Insha Allah.

Introduction
There are no coincidences in

life. Either we bring incidences
onto ourselves through our own
actions or Allah SWT grants us a
ni’mah (bounty/ favour/ grace) or

an affliction aimed at facilitating
our personal growth and piety –
the main quality needed for suc-
cess.

We do not achieve success and
honour in life because we consider
ourselves ‘wonderful’ or ‘great’
but success and honour is the do-
main of Allah SWT alone because
He is Great, Magnanimous, Mer-
ciful, All-Knowing and Exalted.

Education tainted by apartheid
I wanted to be a teacher and I

wanted to learn more about Islam.

How this unfolded on the roller
coaster of life was beyond my
wildest imagination.

I registered at UWC for a
B.Comm degree with the aim of
doing a postgraduate teacher’s
diploma.

However, the academic envi-
ronment was tainted by apartheid.
I left before graduating and fur-
thered my studies through UNISA.

Not knowing much about the
accounting profession, I landed up
serving what was then called the
‘Articles of Clerkship’ with a small

firm of chartered accountants.
This would eventually lead me to
become a chartered accountant
(SA) in 1981.

As a qualified professional, I
worked for other CAs in external
auditing and accounting and also
practised as a sole practitioner,
which included doing forensic au-
diting (investigating corruption).

More importantly, I held vari-
ous positions in commerce and in-
dustry that engendered a
substantive insight into the busi-
ness world on a multi-national

and national scale. These included
senior accounting posts at UCT,
Mobil Oil, Johnson & Johnson,
JCI, Lewis Stores and LA Cloth-
ing.

All these experiences were to
play a major role in my advance-
ment in the academic world later.

Shaikh Saliegh Abadie

I was thinking about becoming
a sole practitioner in mid-1983
when I was called upon by the es-
teemed Shaikh Saliegh Abadie to
learn the essentials of imamah
under his supervision.

I spent the next two-and-a-half
years learning to recite the Quran
with tajweed, learning various ki-
taabs of Shaikh Ismail Haneef on
Tauhid, Ahadith, Fiqh and
Tajweed rules.

Just being in the presence of
Shaikh Saliegh Abadie motivates
one to recite the Quran. He lived
the Quran. He was uncompromis-
ing when it came to the recitation
of the Quran with tarteel in his
presence because it is a command
of Allah SWT.

Professor Ebrahim Arnold leading the
historic anti-drug march in Bo-Kaap,
on March 14, 1992. The march took
place after Taraweeh Salaah, and was
supported by the neighbourhood
watch and local ulama. The protest
grew as it wound its way through the
streets, past many of the Bo-Kaap
mosques, through Schotsche’s Kloof
Flats and ended at Nurul Houda
Masjid, in Upper Leeuwen Street,
where Imam Amien Ahmed (left), was
the imam at the time.

Photo BOORHAANOL ISLAM
NEWSLETTER

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Tribute to Professor Ebrahim Arnold – ahlan wa sahlan to a life well-lived
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TRIBUTES to late journalist
Karima Brown have highlighted
her deep roots in the community,
her  mentorship and her fearless
 approach to journalism.

The family announced that
Brown, a seasoned journalist and
political commentator, passed
away on March 4 from COVID-
19 related complications after
being hospitalised for several
weeks in the intensive care unit.

Brown, who hosted ‘The Fix’
on eNCA, held many senior posi-
tions in the South African media
industry, including a senior pro-
ducer at SAfm current affairs, po-
litical editor at Business Day and
executive editor for the Independ-
ent Group. She also hosted a show
on Radio 702 and was a sought-
after political commentator.

After matriculating at Salt
River High School, Brown at-
tended the University of the West-
ern Cape where she joined the
South African Students Congress
(Sasco) and the Cape Youth Con-
gress (Cayco).

Her father, Achmat Semaar,
who passed away in April 2019,
was an ANC activist and a com-
munity leader in Mitchells Plain.

Here are extracts from some of
the many tributes that have
poured in:

Semaar family
‘Karima was not just a prolific

and well-known South African
journalist and commentator with
deep footprints in print and
broadcast media but also, and
more importantly, a well-loved
friend, mentor, mother, colleague,
daughter and confidante to count-

less people throughout a life
lived fully, and with deep
commitment to her most
cherished values and princi-
ples.

‘We are enormously proud
of the fierce determination
she had shown, since her
early years, to get involved in
bringing about a more just,
inclusive and anti-racist South
Africa. This determination
also shaped her fearless ap-
proach to journalism. She
was driven by a conviction
that journalism must be in
service of justice.

‘We are grateful for  the
countless messages of support
and prayers, during Karima’s
recent hospitalisation. These
comfort us as a family during
this profoundly painful expe-
rience of loss.’

Zubeida Jaffer, veteran journalist
‘How strange it is that we have

to remember Karima, who was
taken away at the prime of her life,
in such isolation from one another.

‘She was one of South Africa’s
finest journalists who did not give
up.

‘She came from deep within the
Cape community and took our
voices onto the national stage.
Karima remained true to her
roots; a girl from Salt River and
Mitchells Plain who fought the in-
justice of apartheid and was not
afraid to speak out against the in-
justices of democratic South
Africa.

‘May God hold her family with
great tenderness at this time of
grief.’

Na’eem Jeenah, Executive
 Director of the Afro-Middle East
Centre

‘I always regarded Karima as a
revolutionary and a soldier. She
was a soldier from when she was
a teenager already; a revolutionary
and a soldier in the Guevaran
sense, where her fierceness went
together with her love.

‘Many people who disagreed
with her on a whole range of
things would say that they have a
profound sense of love and grati-
tude for her because this journalist
would not have made it without
her assistance, because that guy
would not have become an editor
if it were not for her intervention.

‘This is the kind of soldier that
we are talking about here; some-
one who had a vision for a South

African society, which, unfor-
tunately, she left our world
and our country without us
realising that vision – a vision
of a single South African na-
tion which we still battle to
realise, where there would be
no theft and corruption;
where there would be justice.’
Shannon Ebrahim, Group
Foreign Editor for
 Independent Media

‘One of our brightest stars
has slipped away; an incredi-
bly brave voice of truth and
justice who never suffered
fools. Karima Brown was
larger than life on the South
African landscape and always
said she would never stop
fighting for the ideals the
struggle had fought for.

‘She taught me everything
I know about journalism and

she groomed me to be fiercely in-
dependent and brave in the face of
all odds.

‘I never thought anything could
ever beat Karima, not even
COVID.

‘Life will never be the same
without her and we have lost a na-
tional treasure who was deter-
mined to keep us all honest and
accountable. Tears will never be
enough for our loss.’
South African National Editors’
Forum (Sanef)

‘Revered by many and known
for her fearlessness, Karima
Brown was no stranger to contro-
versy.

‘Her stint at Independent
Newspapers under Sekunjalo boss
Iqbal Surve resulted in a fall out

among some of her peers. But she
soldiered on.

‘One of the many things she
will be remembered for was taking
on EFF leader Julius Malema after
he had published her cellphone
number on Twitter and accused
her of sending spies to an EFF
meeting. She sued him and won.

‘The case will be remembered
for being a significant building
block for “an environment where
journalists can do their work i.e.
to report without fear or favour
and to hold the powerful to ac-
count”.

‘The court’s decision was an im-
portant victory for media freedom
and for ensuring the safety of jour-
nalists – particularly women jour-
nalists. In South Africa, and
around the world, women receive
the lion’s share of abuse and intim-
idation both online and in the real
world.

‘Among many battles that she
experienced as a journalist, Brown
was also among 11 editors in the
country who were harassed, intim-
idated and threatened by Black
First Land First (BLF) and its
founder Andile Mngxitama, fol-
lowing a protest at the private
house of the then Tiso Blackstar
editor at large, Peter Bruce.

‘However, to many young, up-
coming journalists, Brown was a
mentor. Many of them have taken
to social media platforms thank-
ing her for her role in the develop-
ment of their careers.’

Muslim Views extends its con-
dolences to the family, friends and
colleagues of Karima Brown. May
Allah grant her Jannatul Firdous.

Karima Brown: a fiercely independent and fearless journalist

Karima Brown had a fearless approach to journal-
ism and was a mentor to many journalists who now
hold senior positions. Photo eNCA
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Community involvement
I love the Bo-Kaap during Ra-

madaan, when the noor (light) of
Islam shines brightly. My commu-
nity involvement and experiences
proved invaluable in navigating
the treacherous seas of social inter-
action. I was the first external au-
ditor of the Muslim Judicial
Council and Muslim Judicial
Council Halaal Trust in the early
1980s. I served as a professional
member of the First Islamic Tribu-
nal appointed by the Supreme
Court in 1984 to resolve the South
African National Zakah Fund
case, alongside Attorney (later
Judge) Essa Moosa and several es-
teemed ulama. I led the anti-drug
march in Bo-Kaap during Ra-
madaan, when the scourge was
still rife. I was involved at the early
stages of the registration of the
Voice of the Cape (VOC) Radio
Station. I later served as a member
of their management board, while
also presenting some radio pro-
grammes. I also initiated the
Ahlan wa Sahlan Yaa Ramadaan
Programme, a poverty relief com-
munity outreach programme of
VOC, 16 years ago.

Academic career
I started as a lecturer in 1999,

at Peninsula Technikon (now
CPUT) and I later joined UWC as
a senior lecturer in 2001. I became
the departmental chairperson of
the accounting department at
UWC in 2002 until 2008.

I also completed a Master’s de-
gree in Higher Education studies,
specialising in policy-analysis,
leadership and management in
Higher Accounting. I was ap-

pointed an associate professor
while serving as the departmental
chairperson of the accounting de-
partment.

Excursion to Turkey
During my stay at UWC, Prof

Yasien Mohamed of the Depart-
ment of Foreign Languages (Ara-
bic) approached me to join a
group of academics on an excur-
sion to Turkey at the invitation of
the Fathullah Gulen group.

This experience allowed me to
reflect on the connection between
Bo-Kaap (Cape Town) and Turkey
through Shaikh Abu Bakr Effendi,
an alim, who was sent by the Ot-
toman government in 1863 to
teach and preach Islam and assist
in settling some religious matters.

Vice dean of college
in Saudi Arabia

Without actively pursuing an

opportunity in Saudi Arabia, I was
at UWC when Mu’aath Gabier
walked into my office and said,
‘Uncle Ebrahim, would you con-
sider working in Jeddah?’

After a short time, I was made
an offer to join the Prince Sultan
College for Tourism and Business,
in Jeddah, which is a college of Al-
Faisal University.

Within two weeks, I was ap-
pointed the head of the Depart-
ment of Management and six
months later, I became the vice
dean (academic) of the college.

Inside the Kaabah
My stay in Jeddah was crowned

with a Hajj in 2010 and numerous
umrahs and visits to Masjidun-
Nabawiy, in Madinah.

But the event that was really
surreal was the opportunity to
enter the Kaabah.

This was facilitated by the gov-

ernor of Makkah (who was the
chairperson of the Al-Faisal Uni-
versity) on the application by the
dean of the college. I got the con-
firmation of the invitation on my
birthday. I was overwhelmed! I
was to discover later that this ho-
nour comes with much introspec-
tion as one confronts the
jihad-ul-akbar (jihad of the self).

Raising standards
The challenges of the college

were immense: students copying
during exams, weak standards and
poor quality of academic effort.
Fortunately, I had the full support
of the dean and it became possible
for me to re-organise the academic
affairs and institute strict disci-
pline at the college.

I am still amused by my picture
appearing on Facebook that had
the caption ‘Please save the college
from this man’. Alhamdulillah, by

the time I decided to return to
Cape Town after four years in Jed-
dah, the dean, the academics and
the students tried their utmost to
get me to stay. However, it was
time to go. I was happy to have
made some positive contribution
with the Qudrah of Allah SWT.

Rekindle the spirit of Islam
The early Muslims were the

epitome of liberation through
community welfare, assistance and
general goodness.

I believe that we must redis-
cover that history and share it
amongst ourselves, our children
and then strive in an effective
Islam that guarantees the alle-
giance to Islam for many centuries
to come.

Our role as Muslims in the new
South Africa ought to be focused
on redressing the inequalities of
the past through public-private
partnerships that operate beyond
sloganism, political point-scoring,
parochialism and self-righteous-
ness.

Muslim professionals, academ-
ics, social scientists and every ac-
tivist who longed for the liberation
of South Africa should combine
their efforts to chart a road to-
wards a just and equitable society.
I am confident that we are able to
do it, Insha Allah.
For the full article by Prof
Ebrahim Arnold go
to boorhaanol.org.za

Professor Ebrahim Arnold initiated the
Voice of the Cape’s poverty relief 
community outreach programme,
Ahlan wa Sahlan Yaa Ramadaan, in
2000. Here he is at an outside 
broadcast flanked by Yusuf Allie, VOC
sound engineer, and Achmat Jacobs, a
board member of VOC. Seated, left, is
Rajie Devajee, the programme anchor.

Photo EBRAHIM JOHAADIEN/
GREENHOUSEINC
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The Mail & Guardian's
200 Young South Africans is back!

Join us as we showcase South Africa's
outstanding young individuals!

CELEBRATING "RESILIENCE AND
INNOVATION FOR EXCELLENCE"

200youngsouthafricans.co.za/nominate

Nominations open on Friday, 26 February 2021, for more information contact: Mahlodi Makate, mahlodim@mg.co.za

ASHRAF PATEL
& DR ALEX MASHILO

THE global COVID-19 
pandemic crisis is the gravest
global disaster of modern times.
Sadly, it rapidly descended into
the most rabid nationalistic form
of COVID-19 vaccine 
nationalism and selfishness.

In his speech to the WEF 2021
virtual conference, on January 27,
2021, President Cyril Ramaphosa
made a heartfelt appeal to wealthy
nations not to horde COVID-19
vaccines but free it up for the De-
veloping South.

For a leader of the African
Union (AU) and South Africa as a
member of the G20 and BRICS to
plead in this manner shows em-
phatically the stark, unequal
power relations of the rich, devel-
oped world vis-a-vis the precari-
ous position of the Developing
South.

South Africa’s COVID-19 pan-
demic response has sadly been
mired in mismanagement, from
the PPE scandals, the mega IMF
bailouts which had no money for
vaccine development, and now the
great COVID-19 vaccine procure-
ment debacle of AstraZeneca
being procured from the Serum In-
stitute of India is an example of a
patent-profit model.

The patent profit model of
Astra and Oxford is to develop
new vaccines in response to new

COVID variants (501.Y) – and
then creating new vaccines
through new companies Novavax
(also owned by Oxford and Astra)
in a grand, new pharma-industrial
complex developing, with African
nations again becoming mere con-
sumers of vaccines and locked out
of any local innovation systems
and capacity development.

It is diabolical that despite host-
ing a clinical trial of the As-
traZeneca vaccine, South Africa
was unable to secure a fair pricing
agreement. By not leveraging
South Africa’s participation in
clinical trials, authorities violated
the well-established fundamental
principles of post-trial access and
benefit sharing in research.

The country procured its first
delivery of the AstraZeneca vac-
cine from the largest vaccine man-
ufacturer in the world, the Serum
Institute of India. A million doses
of the vaccine arrived at a cost
levied by AstraZeneca of $5.25
per dose.

This is more than double the
$2.16 per dose paid by European
Union countries to AstraZeneca.
On average, Western pharmaceu-
tical corporations Moderna, As-
traZeneca and Sanofi have
received upwards of a billion dol-
lars each from their national
health institutes.

COVID vaccine nationalism
and patent profiteering has pushed
nations like Tanzania and Mada-
gascar to completely reject any
form of global COVID-19 vac-
cines. Perhaps it is decades-long
fatigue of ‘developmental aid’ and
strings attached that have moved
them towards a form of self-re-

liance and seeking indigenous so-
lutions.

There are thus opportunities for
African countries and societies in
the Developing South to experi-
ment with indigenous knowledge
systems (IKS) that can address
health challenges. It is also a form
of resistance in the face of massive
pharma patent profiteering and in-
variable dumping of COVID vac-
cines into Africa that remains a
form of risk in the years ahead.
South Africa has an IKS policy but
where are the programmes?

Economist Ha Jung Chung, in
his book Kicking Away the Ladder
provided ample examples of how
rich, developed nations kick away
the ladder of development through
trade and patent policies that lock
nations into agreements while
eroding any national capacity.

In this scenario, both India and
South Africa, far from investing in
national and local indigenous
COVID vaccines, have become
middlemen for global multina-
tional corporations (MNCs). Far
from the ‘Kicking Away the Lad-
der’ argument with regard to pol-
icy space, South African and
Indian elites are willfully agreeing
to the Thatcherite dictum ‘There is
no alternative’ (Tina).

One of the most concerning is-
sues is that South Africans paid a
heavy financial price for the As-
traZeneca vaccine from Serum In-
stitute of India (SII) that took
months of negotiations, and when
it finally arrived, proved ineffec-
tive.

Sadly, South Africa resorted to
‘donate’ these very same vaccines
to the African Union. The ques-

tion then arises: if the Astra vac-
cines were not good enough for
South Africans, why are they sud-
denly good enough for Africans?

Herein lies a dangerous role
that the current Ramaphosa gov-
ernment is willfully playing – that
of a deputy sheriff and imbongi of
Western pharmaceutical multina-
tional corporations.

In this milieu, the role of the
Gates Foundation needs a more
critical assessment. The Gates
Foundation has, during the global
COVID pandemic, generously
funded COVID vaccine trials of
AstraZeneca/ Oxford, Moderna
and Novovax/ Oxford in South
Africa.

While appearing charitable, this
approach is essentially entrenching
the monopoly power of Western
pharmaceutical corporations’ ac-
cess and control of the COVID
and other spin off vaccines, and it
seems South Africa is the new
guinea pig – the useful idiot – of
the massive Western pharma-
patent-industrial complex that is
rapidly emerging in our country
and continent, in cahoots with our
regulator, the South African
Health Products Regulatory Au-
thority (SAHPRA) and the South
African Medical Research Council
(SAMRC).

Would the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation fund the Cuban
vaccine trial? Of course not, as
Gates is essentially the poster child
billionaire of team USA/ Europe in
the global development arena.

SA’s COVID pathways: trapped between vaccine nationalism and neoliberalism

South Africa procured its first delivery
of the AstraZeneca vaccine from the
largest vaccine manufacturer in the
world, the Serum Institute of India.

Photo ARTEM PODREZ/ PEXELS
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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Critical questions 
of health governance arise
Why has SAHPRA, the ‘regula-

tor’, been lenient with the Astra
rollout? Why has the go-ahead for
the J&J vaccine proceeded – even
after the Astra/ Serum debacle and
shortcomings – with so much pace
when it has not formally under-
gone a clinical trial?

Is the J&J vaccine really a
COVID-19 rollout or merely a
vaccine research test site – which,
in fact, it is.

There are more questions than
answers. ‘Connect the dots and
follow the money,’ as they say in
political economy.

For instance, Russia’s Sputnik
vaccine and China’s Sinopharm
are examples of a model combin-
ing developmental approach,
whereby nations such as Turkey,
Iran, Palestine and Bolivia have
the option of local manufacturing
capacity, options more in line with
localisation imperatives and needs
of a developing world context.

Key areas for intervention

1. Advocating for a public
health patent system 
at WTO and WIPO

South Africa and the AU should
seek a general waiver to the
WTO’s Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights (Trips)
Agreement in relation to COVID-
19 drugs, vaccines, diagnostics
and other technologies.

Nations such as Turkey, Mex-
ico, Bolivia and Algeria, including
Hungary, have all shown a re-
markable approach to diversity in
their COVID-19 phama value

chains, thus ensuring national pol-
icy sovereignty. Cuba has gone
further with its Inferon vaccine
model that is relevant and effec-
tive.

2. Towards a national 
pharmaceutical corporation
The COVID-19 pandemic and

South Africa’s embarrassing

bungling of the vaccine procure-
ment and quality assurance
process itself point to a lack of in-
tegrated state coordination, de-
spite invoking the National
Developmental Plan 2030. For in-
stance, in 2012 already, the De-
partment of Science and
Technology (DST) launched the
Grand Challenge strategy – From

Farmer to Pharma innovation
plan.

‘The Department of Science
and Technology briefed members
on the status of the Bioeconomy
Grand Challenge with particular
reference to the Farmer to Pharma
Grand Challenge; what the Bioe-
conomy Strategy entailed; outputs
of the Biotech Innovation Centres;

and interventions in health, agri-
culture and clean technologies.

‘By 2030, the global population
was expected to increase by 28 per
cent. 97 per cent of the growth in
population would occur in devel-
oping countries. On the case for
the bioeconomy, it was important
to adapt to the changing local and
global landscape so as to decrease
the burden of diseases and main-
tain sustainability.’

Sadly, South Africa has invested
much resources in its national sys-
tem of innovation and is in peren-
nial policy development mode but
has lacked any big ticket develop-
ment innovation outcomes. There
seems to be no coherent industrial
innovation programmes that build
indigenous capacity for critical de-
velopmental outcomes.

Instead, South Africa’s fiscus
will be drained by high patent and
technical costs, and invariably
Treasury will look at jacking up
VAT and other utility tariffs to pay
for the grand COVID-19 misman-
agement.

South Africa’s leadership,
health regulators and elite aca-
demics have thus willfully chosen
a neo-colonial patent health solu-
tion that will entrap it for years
ahead.
Dr Alex Mashilo is a 
postdoctoral fellow at the 
University of the Witwatersrand,
Southern Centre for Inequality
Studies.
Ashraf Patel is the digital 
economy associate at the 
Institute for Global Dialogue
(IGD).

It is diabolical that despite hosting a
clinical trial of the AstraZeneca 
vaccine, South Africa was unable to
secure a fair pricing agreement.

Photo NATALIYA VAITKEVICH
/ PEXELS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12



Muslim Views . March 202114

SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS
ALLAH SWT will say on the
Day of Resurrection: ‘… O son
of Adam, I asked you for food
and you fed Me not. He will say:
O Lord, and how should I feed
You when You are the Lord of
the Worlds? He will say: Did you
not know that My servant 
So-and-so asked you for food
and you fed him not? Did you
not know that had you fed him
you would surely have found that
(the reward for doing so) with
Me?’ (Muslim)

The Prophet (SAW) also said on
another occasion that feeding the
hungry and saying kind words to
others would usher us into Para-
dise.

And on a more practical note,
Imam Muslim reports that the
Prophet (SAW) said that when we
make soup, we should make a
good amount by adding plenty of
liquid, and give some to our neigh-
bours.

The scholars have observed
that the Prophetic Companions
and their followers were always
willing to feed people. Suhaib ibn
Sinan, a Companion, is recorded
as saying, ‘The best of you are
those who feed others.’

These pious people favoured
this act – regarded as worship –

whether it was for a hungry per-
son or a righteous one. They were
not discriminatory when it came
to this particular sadaqah, or char-
ity. Visible poverty was not an es-
sential condition to their giving of
food.

For an organisations such as
Sanzaf, food is a major element in
temporarily reducing suffering and
uplifting the downtrodden. On an
annual basis, tonnes of food are
given out through the grace of
your generosity.

The emphasis on feeding is to
meet the most basic of human re-
quirements and to restore dignity.
It becomes the very least we can
do in a sea of tremendous socio-
economic need.

According to the psychologist,
Abraham Maslow, food and water
is the first tier in a hierarchy of
what it means to be a fulfilled
human being. The other hierar-
chies are shelter, safety and secu-

rity, love and social cohesion, self-
esteem, respect and confidence.

It is interesting to note that
Maslow’s findings coincide re-
markably with the maqasid, or the
goals of the shariah. Indeed, as
Imam al-Jawzi once said, the Sa-
cred Law is a law of mercy.

Sanzaf provides three forms of
food aid to its beneficiaries. This
includes food parcels, structured
feeding schemes and special out-
reach programmes. Included in the
above mentioned are feeding
schemes, food assistance, fitrah
hampers and iftaar meals.

Sanzaf offices throughout the
Western Cape enable us to reach
large numbers of people in the fol-
lowing areas: Worcester, Stellen-
bosch, Malmesbury, George,
Paarl, Wellington, Salt River,
Athlone, Belhar, Elsies River, Gar-
den Route, Manenberg, Mitchells
Plain and Retreat.

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -

Sanzaf serves humanity

Sanzaf caseworkers in Manenberg, Rishda Solomons and Aziza Johardien, assist
communities facing challenges on a daily basis. With Autumn approaching, a
warm blanket makes a big difference to elderly citizens who may not have any
bedding. With your help, we can do more. Visit sanzaf.org.za

Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS

Dedicated volunteers assist Sanzaf on
a weekly basis to serve those in need
with a warm nutritious meal. There has
been an overall increase in hunger 
levels, which is aggravated by 
unemployment and rising food prices.
Through the continued support of 
contributors, Sanzaf was able to 
provide 179 000 meals to needy people
and 1 441 food aid hampers to families
in need during the month of January,
2021.

Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS
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SAAWMIET MOOS
EVERY time I look at what
Mama gave me, I cry. These
words sum up the life and the 
influence of our mother and wife.

Born to a humble family in the
heart of Cape Town, in 1953,
Sabera Moos nee Jardine would
rise above all life’s challenges to
become a homemaker at a very
young age. She would fondly rem-
inisce how she, along with her fa-
ther and older siblings, looked
after the younger ones.

With the Group Areas Act, the
family was moved to Heideveld,
on the Cape Flats. During her
early adult life, she worked as a
colour grader and matcher. In the
late 1970s, she met her husband,
Gasan, who would later become
the imam of Shukrul Mubeen
Masjied, in Lansdowne.

As the wife of the imam, or the
motjie imam, she embraced her
role with vigour and gave her all
to supporting a young man while
he was leading a community. She
was there, comforting the dis-
traught, caring for children while
their parents received counselling

and guiding those who knocked
on the door for help.

Hajja Sabera was very proud of
her children and her family, and
saw life as an adventure and tem-
porary. Whether good or bad
times, her reflections on her life
came with meaning and lessons.
As any mother would, she had ad-

vice for her children at every stage
of their lives, even polishing cars
and cleaning sporting equipment.

Her youngest child and only
daughter, Ruqayyah, reflects:
‘Being my mother’s only daughter,
she was my best friend, sister and
the person whom I could always
go to. There are so many special

moments we had together and I
will always treasure it.

‘My mother always told me:
“You know my child, I will always
do the best I can for you and I will
always give you advice on how to
handle things but remember, I
won’t always be here with you.”’

As her children, we saw her as
a mother, friend, guide and confi-
dante – many times caring for a
family while her husband cared for
the community; sacrificing, giving,
lending an ear and helping anyone
at any time of the day.

As a wife, she was more than
just a life partner to Imam. She
was his rock and his biggest sup-
porter. Life in the public eye is dif-
ficult and challenging. She took on
everything.

‘I am content with her and
what she gave. She lived up to her
name, Sabera, especially when I
was a working man – as a cabinet
maker and full-time imam. This
would see me divide my time be-

tween the business, leading ja-
maah, madrasah and evening
classes,’ said Imam Gasan. He
added that she kept everyone to-
gether, the wheels rolling, the
hearts and stomachs filled, with-
out a single complaint.

Looking back at her life, every-
thing she did was a lesson. Not a
soul would leave the door hungry
and not a single visitor would
leave the home without a hearty
conversation and a laugh.

What is home without a
mother? Empty and missing a link,
that important link of love and
compassion, those endless duahs
and reminders to please Allah first.
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) is re-
ported to have said, ‘Jannah lies at
the feet of the mothers.’ As a fam-
ily, we could feel this by what she
gave and by her actions.

Her presence will be missed for
the rest of our lives. Her lessons
and caring voice will be in our
memories forever.

We pray that Almighty Allah
grants her a garden in Paradise
and may He be pleased with her
for all her sacrifices and good
deeds. Ameen.

Loss of a mother, friend and confidante who lived up to her name
Hajja Sabera Moos, who passed away
on January 30, embraced her role as
the wife of an imam with vigour,
 providing support to all who knocked
at their door. Photo SUPPLIED
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DR KHALID DHANSAY
SUICIDE is a serious global 
public health issue. One in four
people, worldwide, will be 
affected by a neurological or
mental illness. Every 40 seconds,
someone dies from suicide, and
every two seconds, someone 
attempts suicide in the world.

About 95 per cent of people
who complete suicide can be iden-
tified as having suffered from a
recognisable mental health illness.
Causes of mental illness are multi-
ple and interactional, and often
beyond the control of the affected
individual. These include genetic
factors, past trauma and loss as
well as financial, occupational and
relationship stressors.

There are many warning signs
of suicide which are not always
easy to spot. They can include
changes in eating or sleeping pat-
terns, anger or wreckless behav-
iour, anxiety and agitation.

Further clues to look out for in-
clude sudden mood or personality
changes, hopelessness, helpless-
ness and expressing excessive
guilt. Talking about no longer
wanting to live is a serious indica-
tion of the underlying distress
someone might be going through,
and should always be taken seri-
ously.

If a person is suicidal or you
suspect that someone might be sui-
cidal, they need to seek urgent
professional help. You can assist
the person in seeking help and

supporting them emotionally if
possible.

Loneliness, isolation and lack
of social support can worsen sui-
cidality and is worse during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Practical interventions, like re-
moving access to sharp or danger-
ous objects or locking away
medication or corrosive liquids
can be life-saving. It’s important to
follow-up with the affected person
to check on their progress.

The already suffering person is
less likely to seek help if they feel
judged or disapproved of.

This negative stigma might
cause their mental state to worsen.
Avoid empty words and toxic pos-
itivity like ‘It’s just a test’ or
‘You’re overreacting’ as this does

not make a suicidal person feel
any better.

Lending an empathetic ear and
being understanding can go a long
way to relieving emotional pain
and distress by allowing a safe
space for the person to talk with-
out fear of judgement.

Most religions are against sui-
cide thus making it a taboo subject
to talk about in many communi-
ties. Telling a suffering person that
they’ll go to hell for having suici-
dal thoughts for something which
they might not have control over
only serves to vilify that person
even more.

It is also erroneous to attribute
all mental illness to spirit (jinn)
possession or due to a weakness of
faith as there is no evidence to sug-
gest that religious persons cannot
have a mental illness.

Ironically, many Muslims don’t
recognise the existence of mental
illness nor the need for its holistic
treatment, despite the rich heritage
of addressing spiritual and emo-
tional health and afflictions in the
Quran and Sunnah.

Many biographies of the
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) men-
tion his year of sorrow as a period
of intense sadness during which he
lost his wife, Khadijah, and his
uncle, Abu Talib, in 619 CE.

The highest purpose of Islamic
law (shariah) is to guide the
human being to preserve five fun-
damental elements: religion, an-
cestry, life, intellect and wealth.
Islamic jurisprudence further

recognises that the severely men-
tally ill may have impaired judg-
ment and insight, and thus
exempts them from prayer and
fasting when they are unwell.

Current scientific evidence
shows that seeking early treatment
can shorten the severity and
course of many mental illnesses,
and prevent serious consequences,
such as suicide.

In South Africa, our current
Mental Health Care Act of 2002
also considers the preservation of
life and wealth by allowing for the
treatment of an actively suicidal
person, even against their will.

Muslims were pioneers in treat-
ing the mentally ill with the first
dedicated psychiatric hospitals
founded in Baghdad and Cairo, in
the 9th century, about 300 years
before the first psychiatric hospital
in Europe (founded in Bedlam,
London, in 1247).

The Persian, Abu Zayd al-
Balkhi, described psychological
ailments, including stress, depres-
sion, fear, anxiety, phobic and ob-
sessive-compulsive disorders, and
their treatment by cognitive be-
haviour therapy principles in the
9th century.

Despite this rich Islamic history
of recognising and treating mental
health disorders, myths regarding
treatment remain, further worsen-
ing stigma and access to care. Al-
though there is a wide spectrum of
types and severity of mental ill-
nesses, effective holistic treatments
are available, including medica-
tion, therapy and physical thera-
pies, like exercise.

Therapy which takes into ac-

count the spiritual and cultural be-
liefs of the individual is important
in improving treatment outcomes.
Myths regarding medication in-
clude that the person using it is
weak, will eventually become de-
pendent on it or will be like a zom-
bie.

As in many other illnesses, pre-
maturely stopping medication can
worsen outcomes. Remember that
two persons may have the same
disease but of different severities,
and thus their illness course and
treatments might be entirely differ-
ent.

In conclusion, suicide is pre-
ventable, and people with suicidal
thoughts and feelings can be
helped. Most suicidal people find
their suicidal thoughts as tempo-
rary, and getting through a suici-
dal crisis can prevent a suicide
attempt.

People with suicidal thoughts
or even previous attempts can re-
cover and lead active and healthy
lives again. Being empathic, non-
judgemental and encouraging, and
assisting the suicidal person in ac-
cessing professional help via the
local clinic, nearest hospital, GP or
helplines like Lifeline or SADAG
can help prevent suicides and save
lives.
Dr Khalid Dhansay is a 
specialist psychiatrist in 
private practice.

Suicide awareness and its prevention
Health File

Dr Khalid Dhansay. Photo SUPPLIED
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R850 could feed a family 
in Syria for a month

R2650 could provide shelter and 
living essentials

R3500 can provide urgent 
medical aid

SAVE 
A LIFE 
NOW

NABILA MAYET
THE brutal conflict in Syria has
left over 11,7 million people in
need of humanitarian aid or 
protection. With six million 
Syrians displaced from their
homes, many have now been 
living in dire conditions for years,
facing daily threats to their lives,
dignity and wellbeing.

There, in Syria, ongoing food
and water shortages, and inade-

quate access to sanitation and
medical care continue to put the
health of the population at risk.

Islamic Relief has been re-
sponding to the crisis since 2011.
Today, we are working deep inside
Syria to help those who most need
assistance.

We also provide much-needed
support to vulnerable families
seeking safety in nearby countries,
working to ease their suffering and
support host communities in meet-

ing the needs of the new arrivals.
Our comprehensive Syria emer-

gency response includes: medical
assistance; food parcels and World
Food Programme vouchers; shel-
ter and cash for rent; water and
sanitation; essential items, such as
baby kits, blankets, clothing and
heaters; money to help refugee
families meet their urgent basic
needs; livelihoods and education
support; psychosocial assistance
for those displaced by the fighting.

We are helping Syrian
children affected by the war
Since the beginning of the crisis,

the Islamic Relief team has been
working with local partners to
reach the most affected people in
hard-to-reach areas. We have sup-
ported paediatric centres across
Northern Syria, providing essen-
tial medicine and equipment, and
also strengthened the capacity of
our teams and local organisations
so they are better able to respond
to emergency situations in Syria
and neighbouring countries.

In addition to supporting fami-
lies inside Syria, we have also been
providing aid to millions of dis-
placed Syrian families in neigh-
bouring countries, including Iraq,
Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey. Our
ongoing Syrian Emergency Appeal
continues to ensure that as many
Syrians in need are supported.

In the north-west of Syria, large
numbers of people who have been
forced from their homes are in
critical need of support.

In this area, people have often
been repeatedly displaced due to
conflict, and are struggling to sur-
vive on a daily basis without ade-
quate food, shelter and medical
care.

We are therefore continuing to
support people in need across this
region and have adapted our work
to further protect communities
against the risks and effects of
COVID-19. Right now, we are
supporting 82 hospitals and med-
ical centres in the north-west
to help around 200 000 people.

To support this vulnerable com-
munity, we are providing medi-

cines and supplies, and raising
awareness on COVID-19 preven-
tion, detection and treatment
across the 82 health facilities we
support.

We are also giving training to
limit COVID-19 transmission for
staff across 20 key health facilities,
paying the salaries of 150 doctors
and nurses, and running mobile
emergency units in order to take
healthcare to where it is needed
most.

Please support our work to help
the people of Syria.

Visit www.islamic-relief.org.za
and donate now.

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -
For ten years, Syrians have been suffering amid brutal conflict

Islamic Relief runs various projects across Syria to educate and empower the
children of Syria. Photo SUPPLIED

One of the hospitals supported by Islamic Relief in Syria. Photo SUPPLIED
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ZEINOUL ABEDIEN CAJEE
WAQF is one of the most 
fascinating charities in Islam.
Waqf is a gift by any qualified
person or an entity to Allah, for
the pleasure of Allah, where the
corpus remains intact and of a
long-term or permanent nature,
and where its usufruct or benefit
flows to a person/s, a family, for
public benefit or a combination.

The donor has the right to de-
termine the beneficiaries of the
waqf.

The waqf can be in the form of
an income-producing building, a
house, a shop, a farm, share in a
business, shares (listed or unlisted)
in a company, intellectual prop-
erty, patents and trademarks, jew-
ellery, a vehicle or any other asset
capable of giving long-term benefit
to the designated beneficiary.

Often when making donations,
we find that people, for their own
personal reasons, do it anony-
mously, privately or publicly.
Whatever the intentions and moti-
vations for gifting charity, be it
waqf, sadaqah, tabarru, infaaq or
zakaah, Allah knows best.

This also goes for anything
good that one does. Allah is fully
aware and knows everything,
whatever is hidden and whatever
is open.

‘…and whatever you give/
spend, Allah has full knowledge
thereof’ (Surah 3:92) 

‘Those who spend their wealth
(in Allah’s cause) by night and day,
in secret and in public, they shall
have their reward with their Lord.
On them shall be no fear, nor shall
they grieve.’ (Surah 2:274)

An interesting phenomenon in
waqf making or gifting is the no-
tion of a public announcement
and the notion of a public cere-
mony.

We note that the famous waqf
of one of the Companions of
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) and
second khalifa, Umar Ibn Khattab
(RA) is well documented and com-
mented upon.

He drafted and documented his
waqf in a waqf deed known as the
waqfiyyah.

He appointed his daughter as
the mutawalliyah of his waqf, to
be followed by his son.

The attestation of his waq-
fiyyah was done in public by
members from the muhaajiroon
and Ansaar.

Umar’s waqfiyyah stipulated
the assets that were endowed and
detailed terms and conditions re-
garding its administration and
beneficiaries, which included mu-
jahideen, emancipation of slaves,
travellers/ refugees, disabled poor,
guests, family, the poor and needy,
and those sought out beggars.

It is public knowledge that
many Sahaabah made public an-
nouncements about their waqfs.
Another famous example is that of

another Companion of the
Prophet (SAW), Uthmaan Bin Af-
faan, who graciously endowed the
well in Madinah for Muslims and
others.

His waqf grew to such an ex-
tent that recent reports indicate
millions of Saudi Riyals being
spent on charitable programmes.
A more detailed rendition of the
publicly known waqfs not only of
several of the noble Sahaabah but
also of the Prophet (SAW) is avail-
able in the recently published
book, Awqaf of the Holy Prophet
and some of his Noble Sahaba: A
Juristic, Historical and Docu-
mented Study (2019 al-Hujaily,
translated by Dadoo).

A public ceremony known as
the hiyaaza (ceremony of convey-
ing possession) was also a require-
ment  in certain cases.

This was to publicise the estab-
lishment of the waqf, and also
served to inform potential credi-
tors or purchasers of the new sta-
tus of the property being
endowed.

Hundreds of records are still
available publicly of the waqfs
that were made during the khali-
fate in Andalusia (Spain). A simi-
lar collection of records can be
found in the archives of the Ot-
toman Empire. Historical records
of waqfs are sufficient evidence of
the seriousness of waqf records
and the public knowledge with
which those were made.

The waqfiyyah of Sultan
Mehmet (the conqueror of Con-
stantinople) reads as follows: 

‘I thy humble servant Sultan
Mehmet the Conqueror, dedicated
my 136 shops that I bought with
my own money earned honestly
such that with the revenues of
these properties I assigned two ex-
perts for each street of Istanbul…

‘Besides I assigned ten surgeons,
ten doctors and three wound heal-
ers. They will wander Istanbul
from time to time, knock on every
door and ask whether there is a
patient or not.

‘And if they meet one by
chance, they will cure the patient
immediately.

‘If the treatment is not suffi-
cient, the patient will be taken to
Darulaceze (hospital) and be
treated there properly.

‘Furthermore, in the soup
kitchens that I have constructed in
my kulliye (complex of buildings
adjacent to a mosque) a hot meal
will be given to the descendants of
the soldiers who died for their
country and to the needy of Istan-
bul.

‘And for the persons who will
not be able to go to the soup
kitchens, the meals will be deliv-
ered to them in the dimlight of the
day, not to be seen by the eyes…’ 

This is an illustration of not
only the kinds of waqfs that were
made but also that their waqfs
were publicly known.

When people make it known, it
serves as encouragement to others
to follow.

Those great people who have
been mentioned in historical
records have been and will be our
role models for generations to
come.

We too, in South Africa, have
several publicly known waqfs: the
Hajee Ahmed Lockhat Wakuf, in
Durban, The Shah Mohamed
Trust, in Cape Town, the S I Mia
waqf, to name a few.

May this be an encouragement
for all to follow in their footsteps.
Make a waqf.

Give a capital gift to Allah, no
matter how small or big – anony-
mously, privately or publicly.
Zeinoul Abedien Cajee [CA (SA)
MEd] is the founding CEO of
Awqaf SA.

Waqf: gifting anonymously, privately or by public announcement

https://bit.ly/Sponsor_a_Quran

Make a Waqf, 
Leave a Legacy! 
Make a Waqf - 
Sadaqah Jaariyah.
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Acc. No. 62052040145
BC. 250655
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ZEENAT MOOSA HASSAN
FOR more than a decade, the
generous and unwavering donors
from Muslim Hands have helped
to preserve the blessed Masjid 
Al-Aqsa.

Since 2008, you have been in-
strumental in helping to build new
wudu areas, repair paving stones,
renovate the Bab ar-Rahmah
cemetery and illuminating various
areas of the masjid, which is
Islam’s third holiest site.

This year, you are being granted
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
illuminate the Dome of the Rock,
which sits majestically at the cen-
tre of the Masjid Al-Aqsa com-
plex.

This is believed to be the site
where the Prophet (SAW) as-
cended into the heavens on Al-Isra
wal-Mi’raj.

Angel Jibreel (AS) accompanied
the Prophet (SAW) on his miracu-
lous journey, which was both
physical and spiritual. Mounted
on a splendid white beast called
Buraq, our beloved Prophet (SAW)
travelled through Madinah, Egypt
and Bethlehem before reaching Al-
Masjid al-Aqsa, where he was
greeted by 124 000 prophets (AS).

After the Prophet (SAW) led
them in prayer, Almighty Allah
SWT ascended him (SAW) from
the Dome of the Rock through the
skies and into eternal paradise.

After all the hardships that the
Prophet (SAW) and his followers
had been tested with, he was able

to experience incredible beauty,
peace and contentment, which he
would later narrate to his Com-
panions. At the end of his journey,
the Prophet (SAW) was brought
into the Divine Presence, upon
which Allah SWT bestowed the
ummah with the gift of compul-
sory salaah.

Salaah is a daily source of
strength for Muslims, giving us an
opportunity to communicate with
and draw closer to the Almighty,
and the Prophet (SAW) urged all
his followers to visit and pray at

Al-Masjid al-Aqsa at least once in
their lifetime, ‘for indeed, prayer
in it is like a thousand prayers’.

We know that not everyone will
be able to fulfil this Prophetic rec-
ommendation, especially due to
the COVID-related travel bans. Il-
luminating the Dome of the Rock
in Masjid Al-Aqsa, though, is an
incredible sadaqah that carries the
same reward as praying there.

Indeed, when the Prophet
(SAW) was asked, ‘If one of us
cannot visit it [Al-Aqsa], what
should we do?’

He (SAW) said, ‘Then he should
make a gift of some oil to be lit
therein [in its lamps] for indeed
the one who gifts this to it will be
like the one who has prayed
therein [worth 1 000 prayers].’
(Ahmad)

The modern-day equivalent of
this is, of course, contributing to
the mosque’s electrical lighting,
and what better way to draw
closer to the Almighty than light-
ing up the place where the Prophet
(SAW) ascended through the heav-
ens? You can give this beautiful

sadaqah jaariyah on behalf of
yourself or a loved one who may
have passed on so they too can
reap beneficial rewards.

Remember, Ramadaan is
around the corner so now is the
time to start putting the good
habits and intentions you were
planning on doing in Ramadaan
into motion right now.

Invest in your aakirah today by
visiting muslimhands.co.za to help
illuminate the Dome of the Rock
as sadaqah jaariyah or call the of-
fice on 021 633 6413.

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -
Illuminating the Dome of the Rock with Muslim Hands

Participate in a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to illuminate the Dome of the Rock,
in the Masjid Al-Aqsa complex, with Muslim Hands. Photo SUPPLIED

Illuminating the Dome of the Rock carries the same reward as performing 1 000
prayers there. Photo SUPPLIED
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IMAGINE the world is only grey.
Flowers are then only shaded in
dappled light and shadows with
no colour attraction for essential
pollinating insects. Bees will buzz
around in circles of confusion.
The honey hives will remain
empty.

There’ll be no sugar in the cof-
fee, no laughter at the break of
dawn. The earth’s bounty will
shrivel, its heavens silent, its earth
sterile as the dry sands on the
plains of planet Mars.

Colours bring life. Bees polli-
nate the flowers of peaches and
pears, apples and avocadoes, and
fertilize a multitude of man’s sta-
ple foods. Their toil assuage
hunger and feeds the world. Only
when humanity is fed can the eyes
of man and beast relish the hues
and colours of the rainbow skies,
the turquoise seas and the green
earth. Colour is soul food.

I walked along the beach at
Strandfontein, relishing the morn-
ing light. The skies were sapphire
blue, the sandy beach a pearly
white. Fishermen were hauling in
a net bursting with fish. Their sil-
very scales flashed in the sun.

On the edge of the shore a fish-
ing boat, orange and blue, rested
after its sojourn in the sea and
waves. Sea bamboo, brown and
green, scored the outline of the
tides. The scene, ethereal in colour
and composition, merited to be
photographed and savoured for
eons to come. My camera clicked.

Back home, I took out canvas,
brushes and paint. With acrylic
paint diluted with water and gloss
medium, I tried to capture the
essence of the scene. Photorealism
is still beyond my acumen but that
was not my intention.

The colours and the light were
the distillate of my endeavour;
they were the essential memories
of the scene.

How should I capture the vi-
brant prime colours of the boat
that catches the eye? Streaks of
white sand lead the viewer’s eyes
to the arch-backed fishermen
dragging the net of flaying fish
from the sea. Then there are the
distant purple-grey mountains

framing the beach from the sky.
Should the whole vista be ren-
dered in pin sharp focus?

I was satisfied with the result.
But was the painting, a painting?
Something niggled me. There were
too many focal points for the eye
to digest at one viewing. It needed
refinement.

I listened to the opinion of sea-
soned artists. The eyes should
focus on the boat; it’s central to
the scene. The fishermen had to be
soft focused, and the distant

mountains should be hazed down
to evoke distance from the scene.

I set to with gusto.
This time, I switched to oil

paints. Now the boat catches the
eye; it pops out, filling viewing
eyes with strident, well saturated
colour. It’s alive.

The fishermen are still there but
do not clash with the central
theme. The distant mountains are
now distant. It is a painting that I
could live with and enjoy that fab-
ulous morning of sun, sea and
skies, over and over again.

Modern computer printers can
render pictures in millions of
colours and hues with only four
cartridges of ink: red, cyan (blue),
yellow and black. Artists need
only a few more to mix a host of
colours: red, blue (cyan), yellow
and white.

Add some convenience colours
such as burnt sienna, burnt umber,
black and viridian green and you
are well on your way. A biggish
brush to paint in large swatches of
empty canvas space is a boon.
Some medium-sized brushes will
do the brunt of the work.

Thin lines need a fine brush.
Many instructive lessons on
YouTube are free and well worth
viewing, and you can repeat the
lessons as often as you like.

Now is the time to peruse
books and magazines to while
away the hours of lockdown bore-

dom. Page through old photo al-
bums. Observe patterns and
colours in sunlight and shadows.
Enjoy and revel in the brazen and
subtle colours that make our
world such an interesting place
every day, every hour, every
minute.

Train your eyes to see possible
scenes to paint. You need not fret
that you have to paint the whole
photo reference. Pare down the
material and only paint what is
important for you. Use pencils and
sketch roughly what you intend to
portray.

Coloured pencil drawings can
be the start of a full-blown draw-
ing that would later be worked
into a watercolour, acrylic or oil
painting. Be your own judge.

Do not be disappointed if the
first painting doesn’t blow the
world away. Leonardo da Vinci
and Michael Angelo also had first
picture flops.

They persevered and practised.
Keep your early paintings and
sketches. You will later realise
how important it was to persevere
and not to be frightened of criti-
cism.

When you see colour and revel
in it, you will know that you have
arrived in nirvana, heaven on
earth.
Old columns of Art’s for All can
be viewed at:
www.artsforall.co.za

Colours bring life. Bees 
pollinate the flowers of
peaches and pears, apples and
avocadoes, writes 
DR M C D’ARCY.

Art’s for All

Paint the world with the colours of sunshine

The second oil paint version of the same vista is softer, painterly, with the boat as
focal point. Photo M C D’ARCY

This version of my acrylic painting is in sharp focus with many attracting points. Photo M C D’ARCY
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SOUTH AFRICA

DONATE NOW

muslimhands.org.za | 021 633 6413

THE DOME

CENTRAL AREA WITH ROCK

TWO RINGS PRAYER AREA

The Blessed Masjid Al-Aqsa refers to the entire Masjid Al-Aqsa 
complex. This contains the grey-domed Qibali Masjid, where the 
Prophet (saw) led all the prophets (as) in prayer. It also contains 
the famous Dome of the Rock Masjid, which sits majestically 
in the centre, and is believed to be the exact spot where the 
Prophet (saw) was ascended into the heavens.

The new lighting system will illuminate all central areas
inside the Dome of the Rock, Alhamdulillah!

WHAT ARE WE ILLUMINATING?

Illuminating the Dome of the Rock Masjid

30 Ernest Road, Rylands, 7764, Cape Town
mail@muslimhands.org.za 

Bank: Standard Bank, Account Name: Muslim Hands
Account Number: 071 621 881, Branch code: 031110

CAN one offer a private 
reflection on Abdul Bhamjee, a
much-loved public figure, a 
people’s person? I will offer a 
private reflection only because I
watched him play cricket, and
that may be the reason why many
of us learnt to love and play the
game.

Bhamjee battled with illness for
the last two years and passed away
on January 19, 2021, aged 82.

Abdul’s every move and action
was in the public eye. He was a
no-nonsense man whether playing
soccer or cricket and later, in his
time as an administrator. The door
to the family’s little flat in Fords-
burg was always open. The dining
room hosted countless soccer and
cricket meetings and the table was
always resplendent with the finest
food.

Bhamjee was a complex man,
too, and he wore many hats. He
was first and foremost a compe-
tent footballer and a combative
cricketer and captain. It was his
unstinting and yeoman services to
sport, especially soccer in the later
years, that made Bhamjee a house-
hold name. Some will say he
achieved celebrity status. Speaking
to many that shared decades-long
friendships, fame never separated
him from his fellows.

But there was, in the face of all
the public persona and bravado, a
gentleman who, unbeknown to the
public, was a giver not a taker. He
came from a modest background
and went on to achieve much and
enjoyed public adulation, respect
and admiration from team-mates
and adversaries on the cricket
fields and boardrooms.

He was a born communicator,
leader and motivator, an influ-
encer, entrepreneur and marketing
supremo, captain fantastic and ac-
tivist! Abdul’s prowess as an ad-
ministrator, public relations and
marketing is legendary.

He cut his teeth as a young gen-
eral secretary in the Southern
Transvaal Football Union (STFU),
in Vrededorp.

In 1976, at the height of
apartheid, former non-racial
cricket bodies around the country
‘united’ with the all-white body

under a cloud of suspicion, to
form the South African Cricket
Union (SACU). Three senior clubs
from the non-racial Transvaal
Cricket Federation were seconded
to play in the premier division of
the new ‘mixed’ Transvaal Cricket
Union.

Abdul’s College Old Boys
cricket club were denied one of the
spots although having finished
third in the league. After much de-
liberation, the club chose not to
play in the second tier of the so-
called ‘multi-national’ set up and
the club tragically folded.

Abdul’s focus shifted full time
to soccer in the STFU. The South
African Soccer Federation Profes-
sional League (SASFPL) was
formed with Bhamjee serving as
the vice-president. Three years
later, the Federation Professional
League (FPL) took root and
Bhamjee was on the executive
under Norman Middleton and RK
Naidoo. His tenure at the FPL,
however, was short-lived when he
departed after differences with the
hierarchy.

Bhamjee moved to the National
Professional Soccer League
(NPSL) and his impact was imme-
diate. He demonstrated an innate
ability to elevate the country’s
most popular sport to levels never
seen before. Major companies
clamoured to sponsor soccer, to
grab a piece of the television pie!

Soccer enjoyed unheard of mar-
ket value. Bhamjee’s value and
popularity sky-rocketed and there
were full-house signs up at the sta-
diums! Abdul transformed and
revolutionised soccer on television.

Abdul’s two main goals were to
turn the huge NPSL into a fully
representative organisation and to
professionalise the sport. But the
NPSL was run with an iron fist
and Abdul was made to feel that
he was an imposter.

A number of chairmen saw the
wisdom in Bhamjee’s ideas and the
clout he had with sponsors and the
South African Broadcasting Cor-

poration (SABC). A breakaway
was inevitable and Bhamjee, with
Kaizer Motaung, Cyril Kobus and
others founded the National Soc-
cer League (NSL).

Abdul was determined to unify
the splintered soccer bodies under
one umbrella and soon the NSL
included most major clubs from
around the country and the league
expanded rapidly. It was in this pe-
riod that Abdul had the SABC eat-
ing out of his hand.

There is no doubt that in the
1980s, the number of televised
matches in South Africa clearly ex-
ceeded the biggest countries in Eu-
rope and South America!

The popular premier league
competition was running like
clockwork. In Fordsburg, you
would find sponsors lining up out-
side the family’s sports business.
Abdul would be painstakingly at-
tempting to set aside weekends to
accommodate yet another knock-
out competition.

His son, Mohammed, said that
it was no different during holidays
and the off-season, where his dad
would be planning and drawing
fixtures on huge pieces of paper. It
was a labour of love, year in and
year out.

Abdul fearlessly baited author-
ity on numerous fronts, political
and otherwise, and was often vis-
ited by the notorious Special
Branch. Once a clandestine meet-
ing was held in Hillbrow. The po-
lice were tipped off and Abdul and
fellow activists spent the night in
jail and were released after bail
was set the next morning.

On a number of occasions he
challenged white cricket authori-
ties. After winning the treble in
1970, College applied to play in
the whites only TCC and got no
reply! He then suggested that the
TCC league winners play a one-off
match against College. This was
refused citing ‘the government
wouldn’t allow the match to take
place’.

He defied government policy

when he recruited and selected a
noted white journalist, Marshal
Lee, and friend, Colvin Hender-
son, to play for College. Bhamjee
was once quoted: ‘There is no leg-
islation that says we can’t play to-
gether. If you really mean what
you say then let’s play. It will not
be the end of white civilisation.’

On the cricket field Abdul was
a tough competitor. As an opening
batsman he faced the best of the
best at club and provincial level.

He was a popular choice to
captain the Transvaal provincial
eleven and scored 71 against Natal
in 1973. In 1974, his 74 runs
against rivals Western Province is
considered his finest and bravest
innings.

Abdul’s purple patch continued
the following season and achieved
his highest score of 89 against
Eastern Province, and for the
North Zone he mastered the South
Zone attack with scores of 74 and
61.

A seminal moment in his career
was in 1975 when under his astute
leadership, Transvaal won the
Dadabhay Trophy.

Abdul’s long-time friend and
colleague, the late Omar Rustum
Alli, mentioned that they were
scheduled to meet a delegation
that included the president of the
International Olympic Committee
(IOC), Lord Killanin, and execu-
tive member, Sir Adetokunbo Ade-
mola, a former Nigerian judge.

The visitors mistakenly ended
up waiting for their hosts at the
well-manicured whites-only field
that was adjacent to the sand and
stone laden Queenspark ‘Fietas’
Ground. The pair refused to be-
lieve that sports matches for non-
whites took place on such
atrocious facilities.

A visibly livid Bhamjee de-
manded them to leave when they
refused to budge. It was the judge
that calmed matters. They de-
parted, fully comprehending the
reality of conditions for non-
whites. Their subsequent report to
the IOC was an emphatic ‘No’ and
South Africa’s isolation remained
in place till 1992!

By 1989, the winds of change
blew across the country when po-
litical parties were unbanned, ex-
iles returned and political
prisoners were released. Bhamjee,
at the time, was instrumental in se-
curing television rights for foot-
ball’s showpiece, the World Cup,
in Italy.

This was unthinkable given the
millions of dollars required to ac-
quire rights. For the SABC, it was
the biggest scoop in its 15-year ex-
istence, which catapulted Bham-
jee’s profile to dizzying heights.

But there was an ill wind blow-
ing in the corridors of power. Rev-
elations of fraud were brought
against Bhamjee. The case went to
court where Bhamjee continued to
profess his innocence, claiming his
mistake was that contracts and
commissions were concluded on a
handshake and not in writing.

After protracted hearings,
Bhamjee was found guilty and sen-
tenced. The general consensus at
the time was that Bhamjee’s
decades of positive service to the
communities were not adequately
canvassed and highlighted in miti-
gation of sentence. Bhamjee served
his sentence with dignity and was
pardoned after half the term had
elapsed.

Abdul made a difference in
prison to first organise sport and
set up systems for the inmates to
enjoy halaal food. In those days,
the facilities for the practice of re-
ligious rites were few and far be-
tween.

Cricket veteran Aboo Manack,
a long-time friend who had played
under Bhamjee’s captaincy for
Transvaal, visited him often and
together with Shaikh Basyuni and
the late Moulana Habib made
much headway to set up the Mus-
lim Prison Board.

There are many stories and
there is enough material to write a
book.

The cricket fraternity recog-
nised and acknowledged Abdul’s
contribution on three occasions. In
1999, Tasmanians Cricket Club
honoured the Transvaal team that
Abdul led to win the coveted Dad-
abhay Trophy in the 1974/75 sea-
son.

In 2010, Lenasia Cricket Club
honoured Bhamjee, among other
luminaries, for services to sport.
The Fed Legends, footballers who
played under the FPL banner, were
delighted to have Bhamjee’s pres-
ence at one of their re-unions in
Lenasia.

In October 2018, Goolam
Rajah, Liaquat Nosarka and
Munir Saley hosted a special func-
tion to honour Abdul and players
that represented Transvaal in the
pre-unity era. His brother,
Ebrahim ‘Chicken’, noted: ‘There
was a twinkle in my brother’s eyes
on that special day. It meant a lot
to Abdul and our family.’

The FNB stadium stands as a
monument in his honour and
legacy. Many friends and acquain-
tances have mentioned that the
stadium should be named after
him. That may be a long shot. No
stadium, field or statue will ever be
able to reflect the impact that one
man had on sport, particularly
soccer, in this country!

Abdul Bhamjee: a legend who played and served sport with passion
Renowned cricket 
commentator ASLAM
KHOTA pays tribute to a
‘competent footballer and a
combative cricketer and
captain’ who went on to 
become one of the most
recognisable faces on TV
screens promoting the
country’s most popular
sport.

Abdul Bhamjee with a memento commemorating the reunion, in 2018, of the
Transvaal cricket team that won the Dadabhay Cup. With him are Ismail Garda
(left) and Hoosain Ayob (right), who were also part of the triumphant Transvaal
side, and Liaqut Nosarka (back), one of the organisers of the event.
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