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SAVE A LIFE NOW

Historic links with descendants of
Tuan Guru in Tidore explored

Auwal Masjid, in Bo-Kaap, was the first mosque in Cape Town, with Tuan Guru being the first imam. This year, 1442 AH, marks 100 Hijri years of the passing of Imam Abdol Rakiep, the grandson of Tuan Guru.
 Attempts are being made to establish links with Tuan Guru’s family in Tidore to learn more about the legacy of Tuan Guru. See our feature article on pages 7 and 8 in this edition. Photo TOYER NAKIDIEN
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COVID-19 data: thinking
beyond the  numbers to
appreciate the suffering
and deaths of fellow
human beings
At the time of going to press, the
‘COVID-19 Dashboard by the
Center for Systems Science and
Engineering (CSSE) at Johns
Hopkins University’ reported
that a total of two-million, 
three-hundred-and-ninety-four-
thousand, six-hundred-and-
ninety-four people had died after
being infected with the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) since
the first death was declared in
January 2020.
Put another way, 2 394 694 human
beings have died after contracting
COVID-19.
The number written out as 
separate words makes for difficult
reading. It requires (for many of us)
a more intense concentration on
what the words actually mean. It is
far easier to look at a shorter 
version, in the form of ‘2 394 694’.
Appreciating statistics in the form
of numbers is supposed to be a
sign of a ‘sophisticated’ mind, and
our society has been fed a steady
diet of ‘facts’ and numbers for
many decades. One of the 
common uses in everyday life is
the televised reporting of ‘the stock

market’ value rising and falling.
Without question, the vast majority
of people are fed with a false belief
that if ‘the stock market’ is gaining
in value, then the economic health
of society is strong.
This is, of course, completely false.
The ‘stock market’ is a different
form of circulation of money, largely
divorced from the daily struggles of
ordinary people who battle to pay
the rent, and who struggle to 
maintain human dignity through
being able to provide decent food,
medicines and shelter for 
themselves and their loved ones.
Ordinary, decent people are 
routinely underpaid in order to
maximise the profits of their 
employers, as well as to maintain a
docile labour force that knows that
one wrong step at the workplace
can mean the difference between
living in a house or being on the
streets.
The larger point is that numbers
can blind us to the realities of what
those numbers are actually 
supposed to arouse in us.
As an absurd example, let us say
that we learnt (we did not) that the

beloved Khalif Umar (RA) walked
around Madinah, and then reported
that his research had shown that
0,6 children out of 1 000 children
died of hunger, and found that that
was an acceptable number of
deaths. What would that teach us?
Instead, we learnt that Khalif Umar
(RA) walked the streets of the 
city-state he was responsible for, in
disguise, so that he could learn
what the citizens needed.
That is the leadership and caring
model of a society that Muslims
have learnt.
Thus, when we see numbers of
deaths at 2 394 694, we ought to
weep.
This needs to be re-stated.
We ought to weep.
We ought to make duah for the
wellbeing of ourselves and all the
peoples of this world.
Further, seeing the number 2 394
694 must make us ask: who are
the faces of each of that number?
What were their names? Did they
suffer agonising, lonely deaths?
What of the loved ones left behind?
Will they be exploited in the 
absence of dead fathers and 

mothers? How will grieving parents
find comfort as they bury their
young?
We must be really careful about
becoming lax when we read that
‘only’ 394 people died of Covid-19
in South Africa ‘yesterday’ or today.
The number 394, for example, is
just one third of a normal school
population in this country. In other
words, we need our leadership and
influential media persons to 
translate 394 deaths in something
like the following way: ‘394 deaths
means that we lose a whole school
population every three days in
South Africa’.
We need good data, and Muslim
Views applauds those who spend
hours informing us through their
painstaking research and work.
Now we need to bring humanity to
those numbers.
Each ‘1’ death is an agonising loss.
Multiply that by 2-million, and we
may begin to think quite differently
about throwing numbers about as if
the COVID-19 pandemic is about
numbers.
Each number represents a human
life. Each human life is sacred.
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SHAIKH SA’DULLAH KHAN
DURING the month of Rajab,
we recall the isra’ wal mi’raj
(night journey and ascension) of
the Prophet, peace be upon him.

It was a remarkable journey of
the best of creation to the majesty
of the Creator, which transpired
during this month, a year before
the Prophet’s (SAW) hijrah (migra-
tion).

This journey occurred in the
most trying period of the Prophet’s
(SAW) exemplary life and has
served as an inspirational episode
for people of faith, through the
ages.

Here we are, 1 423 years after
the mi’raj, entering the first days
of Rajab, in the 60th week of the
COVID-19 pandemic, realising
that we are indeed living through
a most challenging period of our
lives, and certainly a defining mo-
ment in human history.

Unusual world
The world seems unusual as we

are in an unpredictable lockdown
for an unspecified period due to an
unprecedented crisis of unparal-
leled magnitude that has forced us
to readjust our perception of real-
ity; and its impact may perma-
nently reshape human society.

Mother Earth is in an extraor-
dinary situation with an interna-
tional healthcare crisis and a
possible humanitarian catastro-
phe; we are most certainly in the
grip of a devastating global conta-
gion.

We are the victims of a virus

that cannot be seen by the human
eye yet makes its presence known
in every village, city, state, nation
throughout the world, and it has
brought visible disruption to all of
humanity.

Every field of human activity
has been impacted by COVID-19.
Our daily lives now seem to be on
hold, much of our plans have been
interrupted and many of our activ-
ities have been suspended.

We have adapted to quarantine
and the new reality of social dis-
tancing. Everywhere we look, we
sense trepidation, desperation and
apprehension.

Witnessing the butterfly effect
At the time of writing, there has

been 110 million reported cases of
COVID-19 worldwide, with a
death toll of two-and-a-half-mil-
lion, making this pandemic the
greatest global crisis in the past
100 years.

We are observing the butterfly

effect, where an incident in one
part of the world (Wuhan, China)
has affected the rest of the world.
We realise that we are now so in-
ternationally interconnected that
our collective fate is more inter-
twined and inter-linked than ever
before.

We are certainly all in this to-
gether and no one is immune, re-
emphasising our common
humanity and reminding us that
what benefits one is to the good of
the other, and what harms one is
to the detriment of the other.

All our actions have an impact
on ourselves as well as our sur-
roundings. We should therefore
never be indifferent to the conse-
quences of our actions.

Lesson in non-discrimination
What is blatantly apparent is

the non-discriminatory nature of
the virus in attacking humanity.
Though we are all facing the same
crisis to varying degrees at the
same time, in our own eyes, many
of us still see ourselves as different.

But no matter what our nation-
ality, culture or socio-economic
status, in the eyes of the virus,
we’re all just the same. You see,
the virus does not discriminate but
we do.

So, in our suffering, in our help-
lessness, in our fear of being in-
fected, in the pain of losing a loved
one, human beings are all com-
pletely equal, seemingly helpless in
the ocean of uncertainty and cur-
rently without definite answers.

We are all in the same boat.
This begs a question: if a virus can

spread disease among all human
beings without discrimination,
how wonderful would it be if we,
likewise, were to spread love
among ourselves, infecting hu-
manity with compassion?

Towards a better world
As we navigate from Rajab

through Sha’baan towards Ra-
madaan, we beseech Allah
Almighty to grants us patience for
our distress, resolve to overcome
our helplessness, cure for our sick-
ness, strength for our weakness,
forgiveness for our sinfulness, re-

lief from our stressfulness, calm-
ness for our restlessness and con-
tentment for our happiness.

We entreat Allah SWT for the
healing of those affected, and im-
plore His mercy for those who
have passed on.

We pray that this crisis will end,
that lives and livelihoods will be
spared and that we emerge from
this as better human beings, ele-
vated by our individual experi-
ences and collectively committed
to creating a better world for all.
Shaikh Sa’dullah Khan is CEO at
Islamia College, Lansdowne,

Rajab – reflecting on a challenging period

Shaikh Sa’dullah Khan is CEO at
 Islamia College, Lansdowne, Cape
Town.

As we navigate from Rajab through
Sha’baan towards  Ramadaan, we

 beseech Allah Almighty to grants us
patience for our distress, resolve to
overcome our helplessness, cure for

our  sickness, strength for our
 weakness, forgiveness for our

 sinfulness, relief from our  stressfulness,
calmness for our  restlessness and
 contentment for our happiness.



Here’s to the communities who 
pull together during the tough times.
To ones who are always there with a 

Here’s to jiving together again soon.
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WE have been careful since day 1
of the pandemic. We stay home
all the time, my husband and I
only going out for necessities. My
son is most careful when it comes
to hygiene. He has always been
using hand sanitizer and wet
wipes, even before COVID-19.

On Sunday, January 10, on his
birthday, I suspected something
wrong when he did not show the
usual excitement when his sister
baked him a birthday cake.

The following day he had a
high fever and we gave him some
headache tablets every six hours,
and tried to cool him down with
the fan and wide-open windows.

He got worse and although I
started thinking COVID-19, I
brushed away this thought be-
cause there was no way he could
have contracted it.

We were so careful and he had
never left the house.

The fever continued into a sec-
ond day and then he developed di-
arrhoea.

I treated the symptoms as any
mother would but I didn’t think of
COVID-19.

On the third day, he had no ap-
petite and was starting to become
dehydrated. He refused to eat or
drink and felt extremely tired. He
was looking really bad with dark
rings around his eyes.

By the Thursday morning, his
breathing was laboured and by
then I was thinking, ‘It can’t be,
not my son.’ I will never forget his
words. ‘Mommy, I am scared.’

We went to the pharmacy to get
some medication, multi-vitamins,
vitamins C, B, Zinc, Acc200 and
some cough medicine. On our way
home, our daughter called, and
she was hysterical: ‘Mommy, he
can’t breathe, just make quick,
please!’

When we got home, he was sit-
ting on the bed struggling to
breathe. It was so scary and we
were all emotional. It was then
that we realised that it could be
COVID-19. I struggled to find a
doctor that would see him – only
telephonic consultations and only
after surgery hours were the an-
swers we got.

I then got a form for a COVID-
19 test from a nearby doctor.
Meanwhile, we nebulised him
every few hours, monitoring him
throughout the night. We got an
appointment for a test the follow-
ing day. We continued treating
him with medication, steaming
and getting him to blow into water
with a straw to strengthen his
lungs.

By then he could not even walk
two metres without struggling to
breathe. He still had diarrhoea de-

spite the medication but his fever
had subsided. By the evening, he
was too weak to even talk.

We decided to take him to hos-
pital as we were not sure what to
do. It was like living a nightmare.
I remember him telling his sister, ‘I
don’t know when I will see you
again.’ It was emotional because
all around us people were suc-
cumbing to the virus.

We looked for a hospital with
reasonable fees but I cannot be-
lieve the exorbitant amounts one
had to pay; I mean this is a pan-
demic! Why is it so expensive?

We eventually found a private
hospital that had a temporary ded-
icated COVID-19 unit and the
costs were reasonable. The doctor
examined him but didn’t think
that it was COVID-19 as his
breathing was laboured due to

anxiety, which was understand-
able.

He was treated for an upper
respiratory infection. We left with
three antibiotics, one for every
day, 60 cortisone tablets, 12 per
day (which was the maximum), 36
tablets for the diarrhoea, three
every six hours. He had to take all
this medication plus those we got
at the pharmacy.

We were feeding him apple,
toast, water, and ginger and lemon
tea but even that was a struggle for
him. Throughout this time, we
had not slept as we were watching
him. We could not leave him on
his own. He couldn’t help himself.
We never even thought about how
it could affect us or of isolating.

The following day, our suspi-
cions were confirmed. He received
an SMS with the dreaded words:

‘Your COVID-19 test result is pos-
itive.’ I will never forget how our
heads just dropped and we started
fearing the worst. We always place
our faith in the Almighty and this
time was no different.

We started a daily routine, fol-
lowing a schedule for all the med-
ication and giving him our form of
physiotherapy to loosen the
phlegm. It was so tiring but never
for one minute did we falter in
doing what we could for him.

My daughter refused to leave
her brother’s side and slept on the
floor next to him. My husband
and I kept watch over them all the
time. By this time, I had not slept
for a couple of days. If I did fall
asleep, even for a few minutes, I
would jump up and check on him.

He could only sleep on his
stomach otherwise he could not
breathe. The phlegm was so thick
that when he coughed, he choked.
It was scary.

Every day was a struggle but
every day he got a bit stronger.
Progress was slow but with the
help of his family and trust in the
Almighty, he was better after 12
days. But it was the worst 12 days
of our lives.

We thank the Almighty every
day that our son survived COVID-
19 but still wonder where he con-
tracted it. Mercifully, none of us
contracted the virus even while
spending all our time with him.

I pray that by relating our ex-
perience, people will realise how
dangerous this virus really is and
act responsibly.

When COVID-19 hit my family
In light of the general 
lightness with which some
members of the community
are behaving during the
pandemic, Farida (not her
real name), married, with a
16-year-old daughter and
29-year-old son, decided to
give her account of a family
struck by COVID-19.
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MOULANA
SHUAIB APPLEBY

HAJJI Abdussalaam Rakiep
found a story of interest when he
contacted people in Tidore, on
the other side of the Indian
Ocean. He found relatives with a
common ancestry to Tuan Guru.

Tuan Guru was originally from
Tidore, in Indonesia. He had lived
a full life until the age of 62 when
he was exiled to Cape Town, in
1780. Hajji Abdussalaam Rakiep
is the oldest living grandson of
Imam Abdol Rakiep, fondly re-
membered by the honorific ad-
dress ‘Ta Tuan’, who resided in St
Phillip Street, District Six. And
Imam Rakiep is a descendant of
Tuan Guru.

Hajji Abdussalaam feels that
the younger generation needs to
familiarise themselves with their
family history instead of relying
on others, who are not related, to
tell the story of the family.

Such persons, although with
the best intentions, usually con-
centrate on historical facts and do
not necessarily focus on the day-
to-day existence of the family
members.

Hajji Abdussalaam, as the elder
in the community, can narrate
who the near relatives of Imam
Abdol Rakiep were. Having lived
with and met many of the people
of the past generation, he thought
it appropriate to share his life ex-
perience with Imam Abdol
Rakiep’s family.

Hajji Abdussalaam lived with
his grandmother, who was the sec-
ond wife of Imam Abdol Rakiep.

He noted that many of the descen-
dants are unaware that her name
was Asa. And, contrary to some
misinformation, she was fondly
known as Mema, which was a
term of endearment for their
grandmother, not a nickname.

Imam Abdol Rakiep was the

grandson of Tuan Guru, who is
known to many as the first imam
of Auwal Masjid, in Bo-Kaap.
However, little else is known
about the family of Imam Abdol
Rakiep.

He lived at 71 Horstley Street,
where he passed away on Shabaan

24, 1342, corresponding to March
31, 1924. On his Death Notice,
the names of his offspring are
recorded as: Abdul Moain,
Foldain, Soda, Kayoum, Abdul
Mognie and Mogamad Amien.

The children from the first wife
(Mareldiya) were Gadija, Rokea,
Fatima, Janap and Oemie.

Soda Rakiep, who was married
to a Zardad was known as klein
tietie, galatie by the nieces and
nephews but her own children and
grandchildren called her Mei,
which was not a nickname.

However, the important infor-
mation that Hajji Abdussalaam
shared is that his father, Kayoum,
and uncle, Foldain, are buried
next to Imam Abdol Rakiep. He
further mentions that his father
was known as Oempie, which was
not his nickname but an Afrikaans
version of ‘uncle’.

Imam Abdol was the son of
Imam Abduraof and Zayla. Imam
Abduraof was the only son of
Tuan Guru to have offspring in
Cape Town.

However, Tuan Guru had other
sons and children in Tidore, where
he had lived since his birth, in
1712, until 1780. He lived in
Tidore until he was 68 years old,
at which age he was most proba-
bly already a grandfather.

This means that his life and
contribution to society was very

much established in Tidore. This is
what interests Hajji Abdussalaam.
Therefore, he decided to attempt
to get a closer and familial under-
standing of the common ancestry
from the family in Tidore.

They are eight or nine genera-
tions of descendants, in contrast to
the 27 years Tuan Guru lived in
the Cape. As an imam, he only
served here for 14 years, from
1793 until his death, in 1807.

Re-stablishing links between Tuan Guru descendants
Hajji Abdussalaam Rakiep, the 
grandson of Imam Abdol Rakiep, who,
in turn, was the grandson of Tuan
Guru, is linking with Tuan Guru 
descendants in Indonesia to gain 
further knowledge of the first imam of
the first masjid in Cape Town.

Photo SUPPLIED

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Hajji Abdussalaam
feels that the younger
generation needs to
familiarise themselves
with their family 
history instead of 

relying on others, who
are not related, to tell
the story of the family.

Such persons, 
although with the 
best intentions, 

usually concentrate 
on historical facts 

and do not necessarily
focus on the day-to-
day existence of 

the family members.
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Tuan Guru’s family in Tidore is
more acquainted with his life and
lineage, of which we in Cape
Town are unaware.

There is a need to share the
human interest aspect of Tuan
Guru and his descendants with the
extended families whether local or
wherever they reside. It is there-
fore necessary to nurture a rela-
tionship with the Tidore people
and relatives.

Hajji Abdussalaam, as the sen-
ior member of the Rakiep family,
has tried to unite the family by get-
ting acquainted with the descen-
dants of Imam Abdol Rakiep, who
inherited many of Tuan Guru’s
heirlooms.

According to Hajji Abdus-
salaam, many of Tuan Guru’s heir-
looms were in the possession of
Imam Abdol Rakiep, although he
had other brothers and sisters.
This is how Imam Abdol Rakiep’s
children became the recipients of
Tuan Guru’s books and other
items of interest. Contrary to
many, there was no specific indi-
vidual or family member entrusted
with it.

Hajji Abdussalaam has made
contact with the relatives in In-
donesia who have provided the
names of Tuan Guru`s ancestors
and descendants. They have ex-
pressed their delight in connecting
with the family in Cape Town and
are keen to meet the extended
family of Tuan Guru.

In this light, he invites all de-
scendants to contact him to fur-
ther explore the human interest
stories detailing the lives of Tuan
Guru and his descendants in Cape
Town and further afield.

The inside stories of the Tuan
Guru family should not be left un-
told but should be captured by the
family themselves, and it is hoped
that through this brief introduc-
tion, Imam Abdol Rakiep’s family
will be encouraged to contact
Hajji Abdussalaam Rakiep.

In the spirit of rekindling the fa-
milial bonds to Imam Abdol
Rakiep, a special ghatam pro-
gramme is being planned for this
year, coinciding with the Islamic
year 1442.

The ghatam will also commem-
orate the centennial year of Imam

Rakiep’s demise as the Chief Imam
of the Cape Town Muslims. He
passed away in the Islamic year
1342 as mentioned in a Muslim
News article dated November 19,
1964.

The lineage of Tuan Guru’s an-
cestors and descendants in Indone-
sia are:
1. Habib Syarif Hidayatullah

Mahdum Abdul Qadir
2. Habib Sayyid Abdullah

(panembahan Cirebon)
3. Habib Umar Faaroeq

(Pangeran Wirasuta) ini Yang
datang d Tidore

4. Habib Qadhi Abdussalaam
5. Habib Imam Abdullah (Tuan

Guru)
6. Habib Imam Sya’nun Yugnih
7. Habib Mala Ibrahiim Sha-

lahuddin
8. Habib Muhammad Nurul

Iman
9. Habib Abdul Bar
10. Habib Arsyad
11. Habib Abdurrahman
12. Habib Abdurrazak
13. Habib Abdul Karim
14. Ummy Anthy Faaroek
For further information please
contact Hajji Abdussalaam
Rakiep on 076 2299 734.

Umm Anthy Farouk, daughter of Habib Abdul Kareem, is the contact person in 
Indonesia linking up with Hajji Abdussalaam Rakiep, of Cape Town, to 
re-establish links between Tuan Guru descendants in Cape Town and Tidore.

Photo SUPPLIED Habib Abdul Kareem, from Tidore, 
Indonesia, is a direct descendant of
Tuan Guru and the father of Umm
Anthy Farouk. Hajji Abdussalaam
Rakiep, from Cape Town, also a 
descendant of Tuan Guru, is 
re-establishing the links between Tuan
Guru’s descendants in Indonesia and
South Africa, with Ummy Anthy as the
contact person in Indonesia.

Photo SUPPLIED

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7 There is a need 
to share the human
interest aspect of 
Tuan Guru and his 
descendants with 
the extended 

families whether 
local or wherever 

they reside.
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TOYOTA South Africa Motors
(TSAM) has announced that it
will be manufacturing and selling
the brand-new Corolla Cross in
South Africa in the fourth 
quarter of the year.

The model reveal, made by
TSAM president and CEO, An-
drew Kirby, at the annual State of
the Motor Industry (Somi) ad-
dress, follows the company’s an-
nouncement in 2019 that it was
investing R2,43billion in the pro-
duction of a new passenger vehicle
in South Africa.

‘As announced at the Presiden-
tial Investment Summit in Novem-
ber 2019, Toyota pledged to invest
R2,43billion in the production of
a new passenger model, and I am
so pleased to say that we are mak-
ing good on that promise.

‘We will be manufacturing this
very model [Corolla Cross] in
both right- and left-hand drive for
South Africa and the rest of
Africa, right here at Prospecton.
The Corolla Cross is based on the
acclaimed new Corolla TNGA
platform and will be built on our
passenger car production line
alongside the Corolla Quest,’ says
Kirby.

TSAM’s Executive Vice Presi-
dent of Manufacturing and Man-
ufacturing Support Group, Nigel
Ward, adds that the manufactur-
ing of the new model will also in-
clude the development of three

new Tier 1 and a number of Tier 2
suppliers, which is a significant
step towards the transformation
of the automotive value chain.

In addition to the investment,
the local production of the Corolla
Cross also ushers in a couple of
‘firsts’ for TSAM’s manufacturing
team at the Prospecton Plant.

‘This is a significant milestone
for Toyota South Africa. It’s not
often that we get to produce a
brand new body shape in our fac-
tory. Plus, it is the very first time
that we will be manufacturing a
hybrid model which I believe will
fast become a very popular choice.

‘And it’s the first time for us to
manufacture using the Toyota
New Global Architecture (TNGA)
– which allows us to keep up with
global technology and trends,’
says Ward.

From a skills and manufactur-
ing point of view, TSAM believes
that, besides being a crisis of un-
paralleled proportions, COVID-
19 has inadvertently encouraged
plant production teams to be more
self-reliant.

According to Ward: ‘Restric-
tion on international travel due to
COVID-19 necessitated that we
rely on local expertise on many el-
ements of the project instead of
flying in engineers from Japan and
Thailand.

‘So, to ensure that we are on
schedule to commence production

in October, we have had to do a
lot of things ourselves, in addition
to receiving support virtually from
Japan and Thailand on some occa-
sions.

‘This new model has allowed us
to develop our staff. After we
launched the new-generation
Hilux in 2016, we recognised the
need to upskill our team in all
areas – sending them on extended
assignments in Japan, Thailand
and Europe.

‘These opportunities allowed
them to support other projects
within the global Toyota network,
thus skilling up on best global
practices,’ says Ward.

In terms of strategy, Corolla
Cross aims to build on the legacy
of Hilux toughness and will be ex-

ported to 43 countries in Africa.
The new model is also expected to
push Toyota export volumes to
about 15-20 per cent per annum.

Toyota is projecting growth of
seven per cent per annum in the
SUV market in Africa – offering
significant growth opportunities
to expand production of this new
model.

With the Prospecton-built
Hilux already dubbed ‘built for
Africa’ in some parts of the conti-
nent, the Corolla Cross has been
strategically positioned to expand
the local SUV line-up of Fortuner
and C-HR.

While the Corolla Cross shares
the same TNGA-C platform with
its namesake Corolla, it boasts a
higher ground clearance and other

attributes normally associated
with an SUV.

According to Kirby: ‘This is an
ideal vehicle for our market. It
provides an exceptional balance
between drivability, roominess,
comfort and high-tech features –
truly a game-changing SUV. It
combines everything you love
about Corolla with the utilitarian
and rugged aesthetics of a seg-
ment-leading SUV.

‘Overall, expectation is that the
Corolla Cross will not only con-
tribute significant sales towards
the Toyota brand but also acceler-
ate growth in the mini-SUV seg-
ment, increase the overall size of
the passenger market in South
Africa and give momentum to
electrification technologies.’

In the context of the local auto-
motive industry, the manufactur-
ing of the Corolla Cross in South
Africa brings Toyota a step closer
to the industry master plan goals.

‘This project couldn’t have been
possible without the policy cer-
tainty that has been established by
the South African government,
with the introduction of the
APDP2 Trade Related Investment
Measure. This car, the all-new
Corolla Cross, is tangible proof of
our commitment to the local
motor industry, as well as the
South African economy,’ says
Kirby.
Source TSAM/ MotorPress

Toyota to build new passenger model in Durban

The new Corolla Cross, with a brand new body shape, is expected to come off the
assembly line at Toyota’s Prospecton plant, in Durban, in October this year. This
new passenger model is a spin-off of Toyota South African Motors’ investment of
over R2billion announced in 2019. Photo TSAM
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MAZHAR KHAN
THIS year, in Rajab 1442, we
mark 100 Hijri years since the
fall of the Uthmani Khilafah.

The new states created in the
aftermath, with their arbitrary
borders and newly created nation-
alities, remain as a reminder to
Muslims today: both of the loss of
their leadership and the institu-
tionalised division.

Many of the chronic issues that
have plagued these states ever
since – and the wider Muslim
ummah – have their origin in what
happened in Rajab 1342 AH.

The anti-Islamic psyche of Eu-
rope was forged by their humiliat-
ing expulsion from Al-Quds by
Salahudeen. The magnanimous
way in which Salahudeen ended
their occupation stood in stark
contrast to the way in which the
European Crusaders occupied the
land through death and destruc-
tion.

It cut very deep. So deep, they
couldn’t forget it and so they plot-
ted and planned for the demise of
Islam in Europe and in the holy
lands. This is chronicled in the
book, How the Khilafah was De-
stroyed, by Shaykh Abdul Qadim
Zalloum.

The end game played out in the
years running up to the abolition
of the khilafah was extensive. It
included the setting up of covert
operations in the Near East and
Turkey to nurture ‘home grown’
movements to oppose the khi-
lafah. Their aim was to bring
about the end of the institution es-
tablished by the successors of the

Prophet (SAW) and to end the in-
fluence of Islam in the geopolitical
sphere. This would allow the
Western colonial states to go un-
opposed in their aim to bring the
world under their materialistic
domination.

The Uthmani Khilafah, even in
its weakened and declined period
before its demise, was still consid-
ered a significant global power.

The fall of the khilafah gave
rise to a series of impotent artifi-
cial states in the region.

The land was colonised by
proxy. From the start, the rulers in
those states lacked legitimacy and
so had no purpose other than to
protect their thrones and be de-
pendent upon those who had put
them in power.

These artificial Arab states
never adopted a policy of support-
ing Palestine, independent of their
colonial sponsors.

They colluded covertly to en-
sure that the Zionist occupation
was protected. They squandered
the vast wealth and resources that
Allah SWT blessed this ummah
with, benefitting the ruling elite
and the Western corporates, while
their citizens went without basic
needs. This continues to this day.

Further afield, Muslims around
the world had a voice with some
level of influence to speak on their
behalf while the Uthmani state ex-
isted. But with its demise, the
Muslims in places like India no
longer had a supporter. Even
Gandhi, in India, joined the Indian
‘Khilafat Movement’, recognising
that the support of the sultan in Is-
tanbul for the Muslims in India

was the most practical way to end
British occupation.

With the demise of the khilafah,
the Muslims in India lost that sig-
nificant geopolitical support, ulti-
mately ending with a situation
today where the rulers of the Gulf
States offer more support for
Modi and the BJP than for the op-
pressed Muslims in India.

Since the fall of the khilafah on
March 3, 1924 CE (corresponding
to Rajab 28, 1342 AH), Muslims
have become refugees in their own
lands.

The Middle East has remained
a perpetual theatre of conflict,
from the Iran-Iraq war to the cur-
rent day conflict in Syria.

Lands as far east as Indonesia
have suffered from US tyranny
and so too have lands in the west,
like Kosovo has met with Serbian
aggression.

The prophecy of the Prophet
(SAW) comes to mind, when he
(SAW) said, ‘People will soon sum-
mon one another to attack you
from every place in the same way
that a pack calls around its prey.’
Someone asked, ‘Will that be be-
cause of our small numbers at that
time?’

He replied, ‘No, you will be nu-
merous at that time: but you will
be froth and scum like that carried
down by a torrent (of water), and
Allah will take the fear of you
from the breasts (hearts) of your
enemy and cast al-wahn into your
hearts.’

Someone asked, ‘O Messenger
of Allah, what is al-wahn?’ He
replied, ‘Love of the world and
dislike of death.’

A day after the abolition of the
khilafah, Moulana Muhammad
Ali Johar, of the Indian ‘Khilafat
Movement’, as reported by the
Times newspaper on March 4,
1924, said, ‘It is difficult to antic-
ipate the exact effects the ‘aboli-
tion’ of Khilafah will have on the
minds of Muslims in India. I can
safely affirm that it will prove a
disaster both to Islam and to civil-
isation.’

On this anniversary, we need to
reflect on the nightmare that was
unleashed on the world by the
abolition of the khilafah.

Even the lowest points in his-
tory during Islamic rule were bet-
ter than the best times with the
puppet rulers of today.

Hope is a virtue and our blessed

Prophet (SAW) always gave hope
when times were bleak.

When Madinah was sur-
rounded and the Companions dug
a trench and some people feared
for the extinction of the Madinah
State, the Prophet (SAW) gave
them hope with prophecies that
Islam would go on to conquer Per-
sia and Rome.

So, it is only fitting when mark-
ing the centenary of one of our
greatest tragedies, that we recall
the Prophet’s (SAW) glad tidings of
a promise to the ummah of the
second Khilafah Rashidah.

Anas ibn Malik reported: The
Messenger of Allah (SAW) said:
‘There will be Prophethood for as
long as Allah wills it to be, then
He will remove it when He wills,
then there will be khilafah on the
Prophetic method and it will be
for as long as Allah wills, then He
will remove it when He wills, then
there will be biting kingship for as
long as Allah wills, then He will
remove it when He wills, then
there will be oppressive kingship
for as long as Allah wills, then He
will remove it when He wills, and
then there will be khilafah upon
the Prophetic method,’ and then
he (SAW) remained silent.
(Ahmed)

May Allah SWT help us all to
join the work towards this noble
aim so that Islam can once again
take its place on the world stage so
as to offer an alternative for hu-
manity, from the darkness of the
past one hundred years.
Mazhar Khan is a member of
Hizb ut-Tahrir in the United
Kingdom.

100-year anniversary of fall of Uthmani Khilafah
Since the fall of the khilafah on March 3, 

1924 CE (corresponding to Rajab 28, 1342 AH),
Muslims have become refugees in their own
lands. The Middle East has remained a 

perpetual theatre of conflict, from the Iran-
Iraq war to the current day conflict in Syria.
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EVERY person’s financial plan for
the year will look different. We, as
individuals, each think and value
things differently, and our 
individual needs change 
throughout our lives.

A financial plan is one of the
most important and easiest ways to
keep track of your goals and
whether you are making any
progress in achieving them. It is im-
portant to update your financial
plan each year or whenever there is
a significant change in your per-
sonal life or the world around you.
With everything that is happening
in the world today, especially with
COVID-19, now is as good a time
as any to review and possibly up-
date your financial plan. In order to
have a good financial plan, focus on
these key elements to help increase
your chances of success:

Budgeting and taxes. A budget
gives you an overview of your in-
come and expenses. It also helps
you to keep your spending in line.
It is crucial to have a regular and
updated budget if you wish to im-
prove your circumstances and po-
tentially save money.

In these uncertain times, avoid
planning holidays, paying deposits

and making financial commitments
for flights and accommodation in
anticipation of going on holiday
after the pandemic.

Know what type of taxes apply
to current and future investments,
and how they will affect income
and withdrawals in future. Beware
of selling capital assets which may
trigger a capital gain, unless you
budget for CGT that will arise from
the gain (like selling a second prop-
erty from which you are currently
getting rental income).

Quick access to emergency
funds. If you are in a fortunate po-
sition to have savings, manage liq-
uidity by making sure that you have
quick access to these funds in an
emergency. If you need something
urgently, pay cash for it if you have
the funds.

Financing large purchases.
Know what you are getting yourself
into when financing a large pur-
chase. Typically, it takes longer to
pay off the debt on large payments
and you pay more interest.

Make sure that you can comfort-
ably repay the debt, and do not
take on more debt by falling behind
on repayments. Pay debt off as
quickly as possible, starting with

the debt with the highest interest
rate.

With the current pandemic,
where job security is at an all-time
low, avoid increasing your debt as
much as possible. Cut spending on
cars and other luxury items under
Instalment Sale Agreements. Curb
spending on personal expenses and
don’t use credit cards and store
cards unnecessarily.

Investing your money. Look at
investing in more conservative in-
vestments, like cash and bonds for
shorter-term investments (over one
to three years) and add more shares
(equities) to longer-term invest-
ments (five years or longer).

Compare costs as some invest-
ments will be with you for a long
time, and having better pricing
from the start is better.

Often, investors only realise later
that there are better or less expen-
sive products available and when
clients do decide to change
providers or stop contributions to
take out new investments. Depend-
ing on the product, providers will

charge early cancellation fees when
changing or stopping contributions
before the maturity date of the in-
vestment.

Planning for retirement. Start
planning your retirement as soon as
you can; the longer you wait, the
larger the shortfall. An effective
way to get used to higher contribu-
tions for retirement is to start on
the maximum allowed contribution
at your employer.

Those who are already working
should ensure that they increase
their contributions by a small per-
centage each year. This way you
will get used to paying the higher
contributions and can help form
good habits of saving for long-term
goals.

Communication and record
keeping. Form a close relationship
with your financial adviser and feel
comfortable asking any questions,
no matter how insignificant they
may seem. It is better to be edu-
cated and informed than to assume.

Keep a record of the reviews for
your investments and go through

them with your financial adviser. It
is also a good idea to register on the
online platforms for your invest-
ments so that you also have access
to view balances and portfolios.

Get your will in place. Having a
will is often something clients think
they should only set up later in their
lives or when they have built up
some wealth, are married or have
children. The truth is, having a will
in place is crucial for your financial
plan at any age, for your final
wishes to be carried out success-
fully.

Update or review your will
whenever there is a significant
change in your life, like getting
married, having children or getting
divorced.

We hope that these few impor-
tant elements will provide some as-
sistance to you when you start
putting together a good financial
plan, which should possibly be up-
dated every year.
Please note that the above is for
information purposes only and
does not constitute tax advice. As
each individual’s personal 
circumstances vary, we 
recommend they seek advice on
the matter. Please note that while
every effort is made to ensure 
accuracy, Nexia SAB&T does not
accept responsibility for any 
inaccuracies or errors contained
herein. If you are in doubt about
any information in this article or
require any advice on the topical
matter, please do not hesitate to
contact any Nexia SAB&T office
nationally.

A simplified financial plan
to get through 2021
HASSEN KAJIE, CA (SA), a director of Nexia SAB&T, based
in the Cape Town office, and AYSHA OSMAN, CA (SA), 
National Technical Manager for Nexia SAB&T, in the 
Centurion office, provide some useful tips for drawing up a
financial plan.

Hassen Kajie Aysha Osman

Focus on Finance
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HAJJI Yaseen Mia Pangarker was
born in Goodwood, the son of
Hajji Allie Saheb and Ayesha Bibi
Pangarker. He was the sixth child
from a family of 13 children.

He attended AME Primary
School, in Goodwood, and com-
pleted his schooling at Harold
Cressy High School, in Cape
Town. After completing school, he
pursued a career in the motor
spares industry in the employ of
his uncle, Hajji A C Pangarker.

He married Hajani Jainab Pan-
garker (nee Rumaney) in 1973 and
was blessed with two sons and
two daughters. In 1983, he was
blessed with the opportunity to ac-
company his beloved mother on
Hajj.

From an early age, he had a
great love for the recitation of the
Holy Quran and soon found him-
self regularly active in the recita-
tion of dhikrs, Mouloods, tahleels,
and attending to janazahs and
nikahs. His commitment towards
Husami Masjid, in Cravenby, be-
came very evident and this was a
relationship that would last with
the community for more than 40
years.

Hajji Yaseen Mia Pangarker
had a great love for our Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) and this was
evident with his recitation of the
Salaami on any occasion possible.
His melodious voice will be for-
ever missed within the Cravenby
community, especially for the ad-
haan that he rendered many times.

He also served as the assistant
imaam at Husami Masjid for
many years. His family has not
only lost a husband, father,

brother, uncle and grandfather but
the entire community of Cape
Town has lost a truly dedicated
and selfless man.

The married years
(This synopsis is from the per-

spective of Hajji Yaseen Mia Pan-
garker’s children)

Our earliest memories of our
daddy were of someone who loved
his family – his wife (they were in-
separable and attended most func-
tions together), his children (two
sons and two daughters) and also
his extended family – his parents,
siblings, aunts, uncles, cousins, in-
laws, the list goes on.

But it did not stop there. He
loved his neighbours, (buurman as
he so fondly called them), the
musallees he met daily at Husami

Masjid and the community of
Cravenby at large.

We have several memories of
daddy bringing people from the
masjid to have lunch with us, very
often without informing our
mother that he would be doing so.
We also had several guest speak-
ers/ imams at our home to share a
meal with us as that was his way
of honouring them further – by
bringing them home to eat with
him.

His ‘calling’ started as a young
man very eager to learn under the
guidance of his father-in-law, the
late Hajji Abdul Kadir Rumaney,
who encouraged him to attend
and participate in dhikrs, tahleels,
gyarawees, Mouloods etc.

But he was formally taught by
Shaikh Ameen Fakier, whom he
held in the highest esteem. Al-
though he lived in Cravenby, Ju-
mu’ah salaah was performed at
Siddiqui Masjid, which was fol-
lowed by lunch at his beloved late
uncle, Hajji A C Pangarker’s home
in Elsies River.

This changed when his
youngest son, Jameel Ahmed, re-
turned from Darul Uloom, in Pre-
toria, having completed his
hifdh-ul-Quran. He wanted
Jameel Ahmed to have a platform
in Husami Masjid and encouraged
him to lead parts of the salaah at
the tender age of 12.

Hajji Yaseen Mia Pangarker
was also the treasurer of the
Husami Mosque committee for
many years and would very sel-
dom miss a meeting.

The latter years of his life were
spent with his grandchildren,

being their ustaad, their driver and
their storyteller, which gave him
absolute joy.

He is dearly missed by everyone
but he left such an impression on
everyone he touched that he will

never be forgotten. May Almighty
Allah grant him the highest place
in Jannah, ameen!

This tribute to Hajji Yaseen
Pangarker was compiled from
 accounts by family and friends.

HAJJI YASEEN MIA PANGARKER (OCTOBER 30, 1949 – JANUARY 18, 2021)

His love embraced family, neighbours and musallees
ALLIE PANGARKER

A SOFT, gentle, compassionate
soul is how he is described by all
who were blessed to have met
him. On December 19, 2020,
Hajji Doctor Adam Ebrahim
Harneker passed away at the age
of 51. He is survived by his wife,
Mubinah, his two sons, Fayaad
and Zuhayr, family, friends, 
colleagues and patients.

Adam was an exceptional stu-
dent who remained humble de-
spite his vast intellectual capacity.
In 1987, he matriculated from Bel-
gravia High School and was
placed 4th in the country.

He proceeded to study medicine
at the University of Cape Town
and graduated with distinction.

Since 1999, he operated a med-
ical surgery in the heart of Bel-
gravia Estate, where he quickly
established himself as a sought-
after doctor in the surrounding
neighbourhoods.

He decided to practise from a
place close to his heart, which
shows the dedicated and selfless
nature of Dr Adam Ebrahim
Harneker.

Since the inception of Masjidul
Quds (Gatesville), Dr Harneker
was a devoted musallee whose
heart was always connected to the
masjid. His love for Allah SWT
could clearly be seen by his regular

attendance in the House of Allah.
When other musallees, local

and visiting reciters of the Holy
Quran, or guest lecturers required
medical assistance, he would with-
out hesitation attend to their needs
and offer his expertise.

Tribute to a doctor connected to 
community and the masjid

Hajji Yaseen Pangarker, who passed
away on January 18, showed an 
incredible love of the recitation of the
Holy Quran from an early age.

Photo SUPPLIED
Dr Adam Ebrahim Harneker, who
passed away at the age of 51, is 
remembered for his compassion and
gentle nature. Photo SUPPLIED

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20
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SHAFIQ MORTON
HUMANITARIAN organisations
will often encourage their donors
to attend their outreach 
programmes to see how things
are being done. It’s a way of
proving that they are doing the
job properly and offers a unique
perspective to the donor.

So, whether one travels across
continents to see the digging of a
well or follows a local distribution
of food hampers, the occasion is
always instructive, if not emotion-
ally uplifting. This is because we
inevitably leave such events having
been humbled by the experience.

The humility that we feel boils
down to an overwhelming feeling
of shukr, or gratitude; a gratitude
that Allah has been kind to us,
that He has bestowed upon us
things such as shelter and food;
and that we have not been sorely
tested with qada’ and qadar – fate
and pre-destiny – like those we
have just visited. The point is that
we feel humbled because we have
been shown the true value of our
rizq – our sustenance – through
what others don’t have. We feel
gratitude more specifically because
we quickly realise that our Creator
could take everything away from
us in the blink of an eye.

Our gratitude soon extends to
the fact that we have not suffered
a tsunami, a flood, a drought, a
famine, a mass family bereave-
ment or a tectonic-shifting earth-

quake; that we have not been
struck down by warfare, socio-
economic collapse or oppressive
leadership, like some of our neigh-
bouring countries.

Indeed, we are given a pro-
found life-lesson that the Creator
is the Generous, the Preserver and
the Powerful, that He pulls the
strings of the universe. We are
taught through all of this that the
distribution of charity, where the
right hand should not know the
left, has nothing to do with the self
or the ego but everything to do
with the heart – the seat of taqwa
and imaan (God awareness and
faith).

If serving others is done for the
satisfaction of the ego then it is not
charity but simply self-aggrandis-

ement, say the scholars. Caring
and giving has to be uncondi-
tional. Therefore, it must have no
strings attached. But, humanitar-
ian activism is not easy. It is facing
the frailty of the human condition
with all its energy-sapping de-
mands. ‘So it’s never about your
name or your fame. You must
drown your ego in the sea of
mercy,’ said a shaikh to an aid
worker, ‘drown your nafs and feel
happy, especially when you get a
kick up the backside.’

The importance of caring for
others less fortunate than us is
given context by the Quran, which
has ordered zakaah – the purifica-
tion of wealth – as a pillar of faith.
By doing this, our Creator has
codified communal generosity,

and stripped out its conditionality
and pride.

Zakaah is executed not only
with empathy for those who will
benefit from it but with an aware-
ness of Allah in the presence of
Allah. It is done in a state of ih-
saan, perfect sincerity. This is one
reason why it cleanses our wealth.

Hence, it is important to note
that Surah ul-Hajj (one of the
chapters that mentions zakaah)
concludes with a mention of za-
kaah. True believers, say its last
two verses, must kneel and pros-
trate to their Lord. They must do
this for Muslims have been gifted
the faith of Abraham.

The verse continues that Mus-
lims have also been granted vicere-
gency, which is explained as the
Prophet having witness over us so
that we can have witness over hu-
mankind. In other words, the
Muslim must strive for rectitude in
the shadow of Muhammad
(SAW). The verses conclude:
‘Therefore, say your prayers regu-

larly and pay the zakaah and hold
fast to your Lord…’

Zakaah is mentioned 32 times
in the Quran, but here it is explic-
itly linked to faith in action. And
what’s more, if the believer obeys
these injunctions, he will find in
Allah, an ‘excellent Master and an
excellent Helper’.

The next surah, the chapter of
the Believers, immediately rein-
forces the previous message by
saying in its opening lines that
those who are humble in their
prayer, and those who pay the za-
kaah will ultimately be the heirs of
Paradise.

And while zakaah and charity
are executed without fanfare and
without a need for public recogni-
tion, they get the ultimate acco-
lade in the eyes of Allah, for as
verse 94 in the chapter of the
Prophets declares:

‘He who does good work while
he is a believer shall not see his ef-
forts disregarded, We record them
all…’

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -
Charity is hidden but still worthy of divine accolade

For many children, starting the school year with an assortment of stationery
goodies is considered a luxury. Many children go to school without the most
basic stationery items. However, through the Sanzaf Back to School Campaign,
more than 1 000 learners will benefit from this initiative in the Western Cape.
Moulana Azaad Voterson, Sanzaf caseworker in Mitchells Plain, recently provided
a group of learners with much needed stationery packs as they prepare for the
school year ahead. Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS

Pictured from left to right are Shafiek Barendse, Regional Manager Sanzaf 
Western Cape, students, Devin Reinecke, Gabieba Moosa, Erica Williams and
Yumna Williams, ICT training facilitator at the certification ceremony hosted by
Sanzaf, in Manenberg. Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS
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FAREED MATTHEWS
CONGENITAL heart disease
(CHD) is the most common of all
birth defects, occurring in about
one per 100 live births globally.

The cause of most cases of
CHD is unknown and results from
malformations early in a child’s
heart development. Certain rare
environmental and genetic risk
factors can also be attributed to
the development of congenital
heart defects.

Of the 1,35 million children
born each year with CHD, 90 per
cent do not have adequate access
to diagnostics or cardiac care. Ap-
proximately 25 per cent of these
children will be born with a criti-
cal congenital heart defect
(CCHD).

CCHD conditions are so severe
that babies will die in their first
year of life unless they receive
early appropriate cardiac manage-
ment, life-saving cardiac surgery
or catheter intervention.

An estimated 58 per cent of the
CHD burden could be averted if
surgical practices of high-income
countries were brought to scale in
low and middle-income countries.

Since newborn babies transition
from foetal to newborn circula-
tion, CCHDs may not be apparent
in the first few days of life. With-
out early diagnosis and appropri-
ate treatment, 50 per cent of
babies born with significant CHD
will die in infancy, with one third
in the first month of life.

Although overall child mortal-
ity has decreased by 50 per cent
globally, death and disability due
to treatable CHD have consis-
tently increased in low and mid-
dle-income countries over the past
two decades.

A relatively effective non-inva-
sive pre-discharge pulse oximetry
screening test adopted by much of
the developed world has shown to
detect nearly 75 per cent of all
CCHDs early in life, when timely
diagnosis and treatment can save
lives.

The #CHDisReal campaign, an
initiative of Brave Little Hearts
South Africa (BLHSA), advocates
for early detection of CHD.

BLHSA, a CHD advocacy,
awareness and family support or-
ganisation, partnered with Mow-
bray Maternity Hospital (MMH)
and the Western Cape Govern-
ment Health Promotions Depart-
ment in 2019 by hosting a
symposium to brainstorm a strate-
gic roadmap to implement this
non-invasive screening procedure
at all maternity obstetric units
(MOU).

The ‘POPSICLe’ initiative as it
is known, results from a study
done by paediatric cardiologist
and consultant neonatologist, 
Dr Anika Van Niekerk, at Mow-
bray Maternity Hospital, to ex-
plore the feasibility of Pulse
Oximetry Pre-discharge Screening
Implementation for detecting Crit-
ical Congenital heart Lesions in
newborns.

Thaakirah Matthews (9), a mis-
diagnosed CCHD patient, publicly
called for the pulse oximetry
screening test of newborns to be
made part of basic newborn nurs-
ing care in support of Dr Van
Niekerk’s POPSICLe initiative. Di-
agnosed at three months old,
Thaakirah underwent two heart
and two brain operations before
she turned four years old.

Urging the audience of health
professionals to become ‘champi-
ons’ of the POPSICLe initiative,
Thaakirah told them that her chal-
lenges may have been easier had
she been tested at birth for CHD.

The event highlight was
BLHSA’s announcement of South
Africa’s first National Congenital
Heart Defects Day.

On December 3, 2020, BLHSA,
in partnership with the Western
Cape Government Health, clini-
cians from MMH, Red Cross War
Memorial and Tygerberg hospi-
tals, commemorated a significant
milestone by hosting a virtual plat-
form meeting to launch South
Africa’s first provincially endorsed
National Congenital Heart De-
fects Day.

The event was officially opened
by Dr Keith Cloete, the Western
Cape Government Health HOD.

Global, national and research
perspectives on CHD were pre-
sented by renowned speakers from
the World Heart Federation, SA
Heart Association, Heart and
Stroke Foundation of SA, the Pae-
diatric Cardiac Society of SA,

UCT Children’s Heart Disease Re-
search Unit, Newborn Foundation
(USA), Children’s Heartlink (USA)
and Global Arch (USA).

Thaakirah, hosted by the UCT
Cardiac Society, introduced the
‘Basic Infant Life Support’ (BILS)
training and called for its imple-
mentation at all birthing facilities
in SA. Under the theme, Saving
Lives, professional nurse Beatrice
Africa (MMH) launched the BILS
programme with the aim to stan-
dardise the training method to
equip parents to save their babies’
lives with this basic lifesaving re-
suscitation skill.

BLHSA’s initiative with this
landmark event was the first step
towards bringing all South African
paediatric CHD-interested groups
together to pave a growing ‘CHD-
initiative’ collaboration.

Representing South Africa at an
international advocacy level,
BLHSA is a founder member of
Global Arch, a global alliance of
organisations that advocate for
better services for every person af-
fected by childhood-onset heart
disease.

With 29 member countries,
spanning six continents, Global
Arch has devised the first Declara-
tion of Rights of Individuals with
childhood-onset heart disease. The
two key principles of the declara-
tion are:
l Every person with childhood-

onset heart disease should re-
ceive the health care they need
that is timely, affordable, acces-

sible, safe, patient-centred and
life-long.
l Every person with child-

hood-onset heart disease should
live free of discrimination, have
full access to the education, em-
ployment, social benefits and serv-
ices necessary to ensure their
life-long well-being and full partic-
ipation in society.

During February 7-14, com-
memorated as International CHD
Week, BLHSA partnered with
Global Arch to advocate for the
importance of this declaration of
rights.

Individuals with CHD need
lifelong care, follow-up from pri-
mary care specialists, special atten-
tion to dental care, and, in many
cases, more surgical interventions
by trained health professionals.

CHD needs to appear more on
the global map. Without proper
data and until it is properly
counted, it will not receive the
global response and alertness to its
importance.

For families and patients af-
fected by CHD, visit Facebook
@BraveLittleHeartsSA.

On #CHDisReal campaigns:
Early Detection (POPSICLe initia-
tive) and BILS (basic infant life
support) email: info@bravelittle-
hearts-sa.com
Fareed Matthews is the volunteer
CEO at Brave Little Hearts SA.

Congenital heart disease is real: #CHDisReal
Health File
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ZEENAT MOOSA HASSAN
THE Quran tells us that there are
big rewards for anyone who gives
the gift of water – but just how
big are we talking?

Well, in the case of Uthman Ibn
Affan (RA), his investment in
water earned him rewards tran-
scending 14 centuries.

In fact, he is still reaping those
rewards today, as a result of the
Well of Rauma.

Uthman Ibn Affan (RA) pur-
chased the well from a Jew who
had been charging Muslims an ex-
orbitant amount for its use.

The Prophet (SAW) had prom-
ised Paradise to whoever bought
the well and dedicated it to the be-
lievers, and so Uthman Ibn Affan
(RA) made the water free for all
Muslims.

The well was kept open even
after his death – but the story
doesn’t end there.

The continuous 
benefits of giving water

Today, the well has been turned
into a modern-day plantation that
continues to pump water, over 1
400 years later.

The money from the well goes
directly into a bank account in the
name of Sayedina Uthman Bin
Affan, and the Saudi government
is now using some of it to build a
hotel near Masjid Nabawi. Half
the profits from the hotel will go
towards the poor, including or-
phans and widows.

All of this is possible due to
Uthman ibn Affan’s (RA) initial
sadaqah jaariyah investment in the
Well of Rauma. His story is a great
example that shows how one
small gift of water can have end-
less benefits far into the future,
Ma Sha Allah.

You can also be 
like Uthman Ibn Affan (RA)
There has never been a greater

need for clean, fresh water around
the world than today. More than
785 million people worldwide do
not have access to clean water, and

an estimated 842 000 people die
each year from diarrhoea due to
unsafe drinking water. Every
minute, a newborn dies from in-
fection caused by a lack of safe
water.

Not having access to clean
water is one of the main reasons
why so many people remain
trapped in unending poverty.
Women and children spend 200
million hours a year collecting
water, which is a colossal waste of
time.

This time could be better spent
working or learning to help them

earn and save for a brighter future
that will benefit entire generations
to come.

There are several other ways
that we at Muslim Hands address
the water crises around the world,
and each one gives you the chance
to put the Prophetic teachings of
Uthman Ibn Affan (RA) into prac-
tice and earn endless sadaqah
jaariyah.

Our range of water projects are
designed to give poor families ac-
cess to clean water for drinking,
washing and cooking, as well as to
keep livestock hydrated.

Some of our projects serve indi-
vidual families while others are
aimed at assisting small towns and
large villages.

All you have to do is choose the
one that suits your budget, and
then leave the rest to us.

If you can’t decide, choose to
donate towards our Safe Water
Fund and we’ll allocate your do-
nations to where there is the great-
est need.

Visit muslimhands.co.za to
make your gift of clean water as
sadaqah jaariyah today or call the
office on 021 633 6413.

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -
Gain reward for 1 400 years like Ibn Affan (RA) with Muslim Hands

Giving the gift of water can benefit so many generations in the future.
Photo SUPPLIED

Access to clean, fresh water means women can spend more time at home with
their families instead of risking their lives collecting dirty water every day.

Photo SUPPLIED
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“ALLAH DOES NOT BURDEN A 
SOUL BEYOND THAT IT CAN BEAR.

Surah Baqarah, Verse 286

FAROUK ARAIE
ICONIC struggle hero Rashida
Abdullah, from Surrey Estate,
Cape Town, passed away on 
Saturday, February 6, 2021.

We, as a nation, must remem-
ber her for her dedication to free
South Africa of oppression, and
express our admiration and deep-
est respect for her courage and
steadfastness in dedicating her en-
tire life for the cause of righteous-
ness, justice and equity.

Her death will serve to remind
generations of our countrymen of
a generous and fearless personal-
ity, and of a life of nobility and pa-

triotism, service and sacrifice.
She will most certainly be an

even greater political icon in death
than she was in life. She was a true
patriot. Patriotism is not national-
ism, it is not a religion, it is not
politics.

Patriotism is a sincere, indivisi-
ble and incorruptible dedication to
this great country we call home:
South Africa. Patriotism inspires
us not only to live in South Africa
but also to live for South Africa.

Rashida was a true cadre who
implored us to defend our rights
against all hazards, and reminded
us that it was our sacred duty to
liberate the masses from tyranny.

We won our freedom because peo-
ple like her fought on our behalf
and paid a huge price.

She stood up against tyranny,
showed bravery that future history
books will record. Only by con-
necting with our past can we un-
derstand why we are on the course
we are on. Only by refreshing our
patriotism and staying vigilant can
we keep our country on this
course.

Only by understanding what
we have, why we have it, why so
many have sacrificed their lives,
and what responsibilities came
with it can we ensure we will serve
them, our children and ourselves.

We will remember Aunty
Rashida, as she was fondly
known, for her contribution to the
very institutions of our democracy
which we inhabit every day. The
legacy of our quest for freedom is
inscribed in our history, in the
blood of our heroes, like Rashida
Abdullah.

South Africa can be proud of
having given Africa a woman of
imperishable renown and is confi-
dent that her example will be a
source of inspiration and strength
in the fulfilment of her destiny.

Rest in peace, Aunty Rashida,
you will always remain a perennial
and eternal symbol of individual

excellence. Carved in the pages of
our history, your name will be re-
membered by many generations.

Rashida Abdullah served in the
ANC Women’s League Provincial
Executive Committee, in the West-
ern Cape, for three terms of office.

She also served the ANC as a
councillor for one term in the City
of Cape Town.

She was called by the ANC to
serve on the ANC Integrity Com-
mission, was a member of the Vet-
erans League and served as the
acting secretary in the provincial
structure.
Farouk Araie is based in Benoni,
Gauteng.

Aunty Rashida dedicated her life for the cause of justice
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SAVE A LIFE NOW

NABILA MAYET
DID you know? Now in its 10th
year, the Syrian crisis is the
world’s largest refugee and 
displacement crisis.

Since conflict erupted in Syria
in March, 2011, millions have
been impacted by years of relent-
less, brutal strife, killing hundreds
of thousands of people, torn fam-
ilies apart, and caused physical,
psychological, emotional and ma-
terial devastation that will take
decades to rebuild.

Syria needs us
About 5,6 million Syrians have

fled their country and another 
6,2 million people are internally
displaced. Nearly 12 million peo-
ple in Syria need humanitarian as-
sistance to survive. More than 70
per cent of those affected by the
crisis are children and women.

Here are some of the facts
l The protracted war has

wrecked social and economic
activity and decimated infra-
structure.

l Healthcare centres and hospi-
tals, schools, utilities, and water
and sanitation systems have
been severely damaged or com-
pletely destroyed.

l Historic landmarks and once-
busy marketplaces have been
reduced to rubble.
Picture a beautiful city with

smiling people, buildings that are
functional, homes with laughter.

These have been replaced by rub-
ble, no or very little water, loss of
lives, starving children, orphaned
children. I could go on but I think
we can all imagine the wreckage
created in Syria.

How has 
Islamic Relief assisted?

Islamic Relief has been provid-
ing vital humanitarian aid since

the devastating conflict began.
To date, we have delivered

more than R6,2 billion worth of
aid inside Syria and neighbouring
countries, including Iraq,
Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey.

In delivering this aid, we have
been able to assist millions of vul-
nerable Syrians who were forced
to flee their homes.

In 2019 alone, because of your

donations, we helped over 2,3 mil-
lion people affected by the Syrian
conflict.

Our teams on the ground have
been able to provide life-saving as-
sistance through programmes in:
water, sanitation and hygiene

(WASH); shelter; health; educa-
tion; food; orphan sponsorship;
Ramadaan and qurbani.

Over the years, we have been
able to save millions of lives.

But as the conflict rages on, we
still urgently need your support.

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -
Donate now and help rebuild Syria

The harsh weather has exacerbated the desperate situation of millions of people
displaced in Syria. The recent flash floods have caused inconceivable damage to
lives already torn by the 10 years of conflict. Islamic Relief has been on the
ground providing essential goods to the affected families. Photo SUPPLIED

There are 6,2 million internally displaced people living in Syria and the majority of
these families are now living in tents. In the midst of a brutal winter, we need to
help them survive. Photo SUPPLIED

Donate now and help us rebuild Syria. www.islamic-relief.org.za
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IBRAHIM OKSAS 
and NAZEEMA AHMED

FOR Muslims, one of the key 
pillars of imaan is belief in the
hereafter, which results not only
in happiness in the hereafter but,
according to Bediuzzaman Said
Nursi in his Risale-i Nur, also 
results in happiness in this world.

In this article, we discuss Bedi-
uzzaman’s reflections on some of
the results of belief in the hereafter,
which look to man’s individual life
and social life in this world and in
the next.

Bediuzzaman says that just as
man has relations with his home
so he has relations with the world,
and just as he has relations with
his relatives so he has earnest rela-
tions with humankind.

Just as man desires temporary
permanence in this world so he
passionately desires immortality in
the realm of eternity.

He has such hopes and desires
that nothing apart from eternal
happiness can satisfy him.

Thus, since the pleasures of this
world do not satisfy man’s imagi-
native faculty, which is a servant
of human nature, man’s compre-
hensive nature is certainly at-
tached to eternity.

For man, therefore, despite
being afflicted with these bound-
less hopes and desires, who has as
capital only the insignificant facul-
ties of will and poverty, belief in

the hereafter is a treasury of great
strength and sufficiency.

Furthermore, belief in the here-
after is such a means of pleasure
and happiness.

It is a sustained source of help,
refuge and means of consolation
in the face of the endless sorrows
of this world, that if the life of this
world were to be sacrificed on the
way of gaining it, it would still be
cheap.

In further reflecting on man,
Bediuzzaman Said Nursi says that
man’s greatest and most constant
anxiety is entering the graveyard,
the same as his friends and rela-
tions have entered it.

Wretched man, who is ready to
sacrifice his soul for a friend,
thinks of the thousands, millions
or thousands of millions of friends
who have parted for all eternity,
and suffers torments worse than
Jahannum.

Just at that point, belief in the
hereafter comes, opens his eyes
and says: ‘Look!’

He looks with imaan, and see-
ing that those friends have been
saved from eternal death and
decay and are awaiting him hap-
pily in a luminous world, he re-
ceives a pleasure of the rooh that
intimates the pleasures of the Jan-
nah.

Man’s superiority over other
living beings and his high rank are
in respect of his elevated qualities,
comprehensive abilities, his uni-

versal ibaadah and his extensive
spheres of existence.

However, the virtues he ac-
quires like zeal, love, brotherhood
and humanity are to the extent of
the fleeting present, which is
squeezed between the past and the
future, which are non-existent,
dead and black.

For example, he loves and
serves his father, brother, wife and
country, whom he formerly did
not know and, after parting from
them, will never see again.

He would rarely be able to
achieve complete loyalty and sin-
cerity, and his virtues and perfec-
tions would diminish
proportionately.

Then, just as he is about to fall
headlong from being the highest of
the animals to the lowest and most
wretched, belief in the hereafter
comes to his assistance.

It expands the present so that it
encompasses the past and the fu-
ture and is as broad as the world,
and shows the bounds of existence
to stretch from pre-eternity to
post-eternity.

Thinking of his father being in
the realm of bliss and world of
spirits and the fraternity of his
brothers continuing to eternity,
and knowing that his wife will be
a beautiful companion in Jannah
also, he will love and respect them,
be kindly and assist them.

He will not exploit the impor-
tant duties which are for relation-

ships in that broad sphere of life
and existence for the worthless
matters of this world with its petty
hatreds and interests.

His good qualities and attain-
ments will advance to the degree
that he is successful in being loyal
and sincere, and his humanity will
increase.

Although he does not receive
the pleasure from life that a spar-
row receives, he becomes the most
eminent and happy guest in the
universe, superior to all the ani-
mals, and the best loved and most
acceptable servant of the uni-
verse’s Owner.

With respect to the benefit of
belief in the hereafter for man’s so-
cial life, Bediuzzaman cites the ex-
ample of children and the elderly.
He says that children, who form a
quarter of humankind, can live a
human existence only through be-
lief in the hereafter and sustain
their human capacity.

The effect of the constant
deaths of children like themselves
on their sensitive minds, weak
hearts and vulnerable spirits,
makes their minds and lives into
instruments of torture.

But then, through instruction in
belief in the hereafter, in place of
their anxieties and the playthings
behind which they hid so as not to
see those deaths, they feel a joy
and expansion, and say, ‘My
brother or my friend has died and
become a bird in Jannah.

‘He is flying around and enjoy-
ing himself better than us. My
mother has died but she has gone
to Divine Mercy. She will take me
into her embrace in Jannah and I
shall see her again.’

In this way, children may live in
a state befitting humanity.

In conclusion, Bediuzzaman
Said Nursi reflects on the elderly
and says that it is only in belief in
the hereafter that they, who form
another quarter of humankind,
can find consolation in the face of
the close extinction of their lives
and their entering the soil, and
their fine and lovable worlds com-
ing to an end.

Those kindly, venerable fathers
and devoted mothers would other-
wise feel such a disturbance of the
rooh and tumult of the heart that
the world would become a de-
spairing prison for them, and life
a ghastly torture.

But then, belief in the hereafter
says to them: ‘Do not worry!

‘You have an immortal youth; a
shining, endless life awaits you.
You will be joyfully reunited with
the children and relatives you have
lost.

‘Your good deeds have been
preserved and you will receive
your reward.’

This affords the elderly such
solace and joy that if they were to
experience old age a hundred
times over all at the same time, it
would not cause them despair.

Light from the Quran

True happiness here and in the hereafter
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JASMINE KHAN
FEBRUARY is considered by
many as the month of love and
romance, and thanks to the
media, this celebration has been
turned into a frenzy of cards,
flowers and chocolates.

How did this celebration actu-
ally start, and is it as romantic as
it appears?

Apparently not, for it dates
back to pagan times and has its
origins in the Roman festival of
Lupercalia, held in mid-February
to celebrate the coming of Spring.

It included fertility rites and the
pairing off of women with men by
lottery.

To begin the festival, members
of the Luperci, an order of Roman
priests, would gather at a sacred
cave to sacrifice a goat, for fertil-
ity, and a dog, for purification.

The goat’s hide would be torn
into strips, dipped into the sacrifi-
cial blood and used to both gently
slap women and crop fields with
the goat hide.

Roman women welcomed the
touch of the hides because it was
believed to make them more fertile
during the coming year.

According to legend, the young
women then placed their names in
a big urn for the city’s bachelors to
draw a name.

He would then pair for the year
with his chosen woman.

These matches often ended in
marriage.

Pope Gelasius I replaced Luper-
calia with St Valentine’s Day in an
effort to Christianise the celebra-
tion. It was named after one or
two saints called Valentine. It is
now recognised as a significant
cultural, religious and commercial
celebration of romance and love in
many regions of the world.

The element of chance is still
present today because to fail to re-
ceive a Valentine made a serious
dent in the self-esteem of young
girls. Is it not strange that as Mus-
lims we fall prey to these customs
from the West, and do not find it
at all strange to do so?

How many of us actually knew
the origins of this romantic day of
the year? More significantly, how
many of us continue to buy into
the frenzy?

Consider for a moment how
this annual deluge of love con-
trasts with the ever-present love of
our Creator. Picture a waterfall,
starting very high up and cooling
water pouring down on us inter-
minably.

One of the names of Allah SWT
is Al-Wadud. It means ‘the most
loving’ or ‘the affectionate’. How-
ever, it goes beyond just the simple
idea of love as we know it. Lin-
guistically, it derives from al-wud,
which means the act of love
through giving, and not al-hub,
which translates to just ‘love’.

It is the active expression of
love; it is more than just an emo-
tion.

When we consider that Allah
SWT actively demonstrates His
love for us through providing
everything we need to exist, we see
the active quality of Al-Wadud.

We see His love for us through
the blessings in our lives, the trials
which are only designed to make
us stronger in faith and the way
we are lovingly protected. All of
these are constant reminders that
we are not alone, and help is just
a single prayer away.

Allah loves those who return to
Him (when we repent) and have
faith in His plans. Allah’s love for
us is demonstrated in the Quran:
‘But ask forgiveness of your Lord
and turn unto Him (in repentance)
for my Lord is indeed full of mercy
and loving kindness.’ (11:90)

We are currently experiencing
great challenges, and most of us
have lost a friend or family mem-
ber to the pandemic. The Quran
repeatedly tells us ‘for people who
reflect’, and those who have pon-
dered regard this situation as a
testing ground.

There will be those who ask:
‘How can a loving God kill so
many people?’ As Muslims, we
know that death is just a doorway
through which we will all pass to
another realm. It is the realm from
which we came, and to which we
will all ultimately return.

Reflection allows us to see how
much Allah loves us. The blessing
of sight and hearing alone makes
us so grateful, the fact that we

breathe without volition, it just
happens, giving us life-giving oxy-
gen and allowing us to expel what
our bodies do not need.

We have all at one time or an-
other been faced with a situation
which we could not understand or
see our way through. Yet, miracu-
lously, we have, through patience
and perseverance, overcome. In
most cases, we discovered that the
trial had in fact been good for us;
that we gained something which
would not have happened if it
were not for that difficulty.

Our complete trust that Allah
only intends good for us, and our
acceptance of His will actually
draws us closer to Allah’s guided
path and a strengthening of faith.
When we believe and trust in a
loving Creator, our hearts will be-
come receptive to the mercy of
Allah SWT.

Parents love unconditionally
but they are human, with limita-
tions, and no human being can
persistently forgive transgressions.
Allah is Al-Wadud, and Allah’s
mercy is such that no matter how
many times we commit the same
act, as long as we turn to Him for
forgiveness, He continues to love
and forgive us.

We can get caught up in the
Valentine frenzy; we can settle for
a card or chocolates or we can ac-
knowledge and appreciate that Al-
Wadud is always with us. Allah is
our constant, and we are never
alone.

From Consciousness to Contentment
Allah is Al-Wadood, The Most Loving

His character was such that it
echoed the following sentiments:
Always remember where you
come from and try to assist wher-
ever possible, irrespective of race,
class, colour, creed or religion.

We deeply miss his wonderful
positivity, contagious laughter and
irreplaceable generosity.

May the legacy of his character
live on through the people he
served and the lives he touched.
We pray that Allah SWT fills the
qabr of Doctor Adam Ebrahim
Harneker and all other
marhoomeen with noor, rahmah
and eternal peace, and may the
highest rank of Jannatul Firdous
be their abode in the hereafter,
ameen.

Dr Adam Ebrahim Harneker, who
passed away at the age of 51, is 
remembered for his compassion and
gentle nature. Photo SUPPLIED

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13
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SHAFIQ MORTON
FROM late 2018 to December
last year, local NGO Awqaf SA
donated 190 000 Qurans to the
community as part of its
Quran4Soul legacy project.

‘The spirit of the Quran4Soul
legacy project is driven by our
burning desire to see every Muslim
household throughout sub-Saha-
ran Africa owning a copy of the
Holy Book,’ remarked Akhtar
Thokan, director of the project.

‘No believer should ever be ex-
cluded from access to God’s word.
So, we hope to ensure that Mus-
lims who read Arabic can have a
copy of the Arabic Quran, and
that those who can’t, have a copy
of an accessibly transliterated
Quran – something which will en-
able them to memorise its noble
verses for prayer, meditation and
spiritual growth.’

Thokan said that Awqaf SA
also aspired to make the Quran
available to people of other faiths
in their home language, thus
spreading the word of Islam to all,
and facilitating a broader under-
standing, as well as a deeper ap-
preciation, of its inspired words.

‘Research shows that many
people worldwide are embracing
the faith just by reading translated
copies of Quran. This is important
so that those ignorant about Islam
can interact with its primary
source in order to counter the false

narratives,’ he said.
Thokan said that the project

commenced in the latter part of
2018 but had to be temporarily
suspended due to the COVID-19
related lockdowns at the begin-
ning of 2020.

‘The moment the authorities
eased restrictions, the project re-
sumed with numerous Islamic or-
ganisations joining us in the
distribution drive,’ he said.

To this end, Awqaf SA part-
nered with The Islamic Propaga-
tion Centre International (IPCI),
the Central Islamic Trust (CIT),
the Suleiman Nana Memorial
Trust, the Jamiatul Ulama of
South Africa, the Islamic Dawah
Movement (IDM), the Jamat
Ibandla of Soweto, Message
Africa, Masjid-ul-Islam, and vari-
ous mosques and volunteers from
all corners of the republic, as well
as those from neighbouring SADC
countries.

All these people ensured that
deserving communities, from even
the most isolated parts of the
country, received free copies of the
Quran in their own language.

‘This long-awaited initiative is
extremely crucial to us.

‘The reality is that Islam doesn’t
have linguistic or racial barriers,
and the people of South Africa

must understand this. Our mes-
sage is of tolerance and peaceful
co-existence,’ commented
Moulana Yunus Kawanga, secre-
tary of the Message Africa Foun-
dation.

Thokan said that the need for
translated and transliterated
Qurans could not be over-empha-
sised, particularly in diverse coun-
tries with growing numbers of
Muslims.

The fact was that many people
only find Islam in adulthood, and
struggle to learn to read Arabic
due to their age, work commit-
ments and other responsibilities.

Rasheed Bhekhi Mntambo of
the Jamat Ibandla, in Soweto, said
that most of those who embraced
Islam did so from their late teens
upwards, some already parents.

‘It’s not easy to attend
madrasah when you have to work,

raise children and deal with other
life issues. As a result, many of us
are unable to read the Arabic
script, therefore, the need for
Qurans transliterated in Latinised
Arabic is just great,’ said Mn-
tambo.

‘Alhamdulillah, thanks to
Allah, the Quran4Soul project has
been a resounding success.

Awqaf SA, with the help of its
generous donors and distribution
partners, has managed to provide
190 000 Qurans – beacons of light
– to the community in a period of
just three years,’ said Thokan.

He concluded that a lot still had
to be done in South Africa and our
under-resourced neighbouring
countries.

He encouraged people to invest
in the project from as little as R40
as a sadaqatul jariya, a noble char-
ity whose rewards are long-lasting.

Awqaf SA legacy project donates almost 200 000 Qurans
MESSAGE FROM THE DEPUTY CEO OF AWQAF SA,
MICKAEEL COLLIER
THROUGH its Quranic waqf, or endowment, the Awqaf SA
Quran4Soul project is under-pinned by a sustainable investment
core that will be able to fund Quran distributions for generations to
come.

The waqf is a Prophetic institution established in Allah’s name in
perpetuity. Supported by an ethical capital base, a waqf is designed
to ensure long-term transformative, sustainable community 
developments that eliminate poverty, improve education, promote
economic development, develop institutions and capacitate people.

For further details, or to contribute towards the Awqaf SA
Quran4Soul project, contact Collier on 0822164269 or email
info@awqafsa.org.za

As part of its Quran4Soul legacy 
project, Awqaf SA has partnered with
various organisations, mosques and
volunteers to distribute almost 190 000
Qurans since late 2018. The Qurans,
translated into various languages, are
being distributed in South Africa and
beyond. ‘The spirit of the Quran4Soul
legacy project is driven by our burning
desire to see every Muslim household
throughout sub-Saharan Africa owning
a copy of the Holy Book,’ says Akhtar
Thokan, director of the project.

Photo SUPPLIED
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LIFE is light. Life is darkness.
Sometimes, there’s a little grey in
between. But in recent weeks,
light has been dim. COVID-19
deaths have stalked and 
devastated our close family; it is
terrifying.

The news media is saturated
with worldwide calamities. The
viral pandemic has eclipsed any
light on the horizon of human en-
deavour, churning the economy,
churning education and snuffed
the candles of hope and laughter.

But we must build on despair
and fill our grey days with activi-
ties that give us smidgens of bliss.
Art and crafts are such leavening
agents; they will be lasting monu-
ments of our hard times and forti-
tude in our fight for survival.

Even as colour is bleached from
our vistas, greys can be beacons of
entertainment and optimism.
Rummaging through my papers,
fond memories were ignited. Old
photographs evoked times long
ago and far away.

These pictures were black and
white photographs which I took
more than fifty years ago. A
quaint picture of me sitting on a
camel in front of the pyramids and
the great sphinx edifice in 1967 is
amusing now.

I was visiting home, travelling
from a medical registrarship in the
USA to Cape Town. In those days,
air travellers dressed up formally.
So there I was on top of the camel
dressed in sports jacket and tie.

The Egyptian camel driver tried
to extort bakshish from me. He
wanted a couple of Egyptian
pounds before he would let me off
the camel’s back. I said: ‘I’ll
scream for the police.’ The camel
immediately sat down.

That same evening, my guide
invited me to break my fast at his
home right on the banks of the
Nile River. I bought some food

(only tourists could get rationed
meat after the Egyptian-Israeli
war). At iftaar, we sat on the floor
of his two-roomed little house.
And who joined us? The extor-
tionist camel driver. Alarmingly, I
was given some water to break my
fast straight from the muddy bil-
harzia (bladder parasite) infested
Nile River just outside the door.

A more embarrassing incident
preceded this memory. South
Africans were prohibited from en-
tering Egypt during the apartheid
days but, somehow, I managed to
get a visa from the Egyptian em-
bassy in Washington DC.

At Cairo airport customs, be-
fore I was let through, a female of-
ficer grabbed me by the arm and
dragged me to a duty-free shop
and forced me to buy two bottles
of whisky with American dollars.
And this was in the middle of Ra-
madaan!

Black and white pictures can
sometimes be more evocative than
colour. A picture I took of the St
Louis National Art Gallery (circa
1966, not able to be reproduced
here do to space constraints) res-
onates with dark, gothic tension.
A snaking bright pathway leads
your eyes into the gloomy picture.
The washed out sky silhouettes a
tree branch. Another photograph
is suffused with light and shadow.
The muadhin calls the faithful to

prayer from the minaret of the
Boorhanol Mosque in Bo-Kaap.
The blue sky is rendered dark, the
clouds white. The muadhin is sil-
houetted against a dazzling cloud.

The photograph was taken by
me (circa 1970). It was developed
and printed in a darkroom that
my friend, Arshad Gamiet, and I
started at the Muslim Assembly
Organisation, then sited in
Athlone.

Often, evenings are the loneliest
times of the day. Lucky for us, tel-
evision offers some alternative
from chores and drudge. SABC
Television’s fare these days often
come from dusty archives satu-
rated with cringe-worthy pro-
grammes that have not stood the
test of time. Streaming is the order
of the day to those who can afford
it. YouTube, Netflix, Showmax
and others present mass fodder
but here and there some old gems
of movie-lands are resurrected.

In the early days of classic Hol-
lywood, most films were shot in
black and white. In the 1930s,
epics, such as Gone With The
Wind, were splashed with glorious
Technicolour, an expensive
process. Great authors, such as
Nobel Prize winner John Stein-
beck, wrote scripts for movies
such as The Grapes of Wrath and
The Pearl, which are well worth
viewing.

Certain movies fared better in
black and white than colour. To
Kill a Mockingbird, a race-related
movie, is worth seeing. The holo-
caust movie of Steven Spielberg,
Schindler’s List, stripped of any
colour, emphasised the horror of
the Nazi extermination camps and
one man, Schindler’s efforts to
save some Jews from certain
death. (Incidentally, a Persian am-
bassador did the same thing but
receives little credit.)

Sir Carol Reed’s masterpiece,
with Orson Welles, The Third
Man, is the pinnacle of stark black
and white photography by 
R Krasker. It is a must-see.

A masterpiece of cinema,
Casablanca, radiated class, with
soft black and white photography,
brilliant script, impeccable acting
and an evocative haunting song
motif: ‘You must remember this, a
kiss is just a kiss, a sigh is just a
sigh, as time goes by,’ truly a joy
to watch over and over again.

In horror movies, such as Al-
fred Hitchcock’s Psycho, fear is in
the dark.

The original Night of the
Hunter is chilling; better close
your eyes when you watch it. So,
colour is what makes the world
sing with joy and laughter but
black and white goes to your
heart. Pray that the lights of life
will go on soon.

* Old columns can be read at:
www.artsforall.co.za

Even as colour is bleached
from our vistas, greys can be
beacons of entertainment and
optimism, writes 
DR M C D’ARCY.

Art’s for All

Life is light and darkness

The writer, M C D’arcy, on a camel at
the pyramids in Cairo, in 1967.

Photo SUPPLIED

Muadhin calling to prayer on the minaret of Boorhanol Mosque in Bo-Kaap, Cape
Town. Photo M C D’ARCY
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WE have lived through more
than a year of the COVID-19
pandemic, a pandemic that has
intensified existing social iniquity.

This begs whether we can imag-
ine a virtuous, dignified planetary
existence that can emerge during
and after the pandemic. Such im-
aging is essential. It is a sign that
insists on grappling with the dev-
astation of our pandemic times.

We gesture towards a dignified
life, the life of a body hoping to be
repaired, cared for; a life that can
challenge our putrid state, a state
of suffering, sorrow and despair.

As the coronavirus pathogen
spreads roughshod across the
world, it affects our ‘right to
breathe’.

The pandemic causes us to ac-
count for our own death as we live
life in the face of death.

As death rates skyrocketed dur-
ing December and January, Profes-
sor Farid Esack, on Facebook,
despairingly beseeched Allah for
the mercy of slowing down the
rate of death: ‘Can these deaths
please be spread out?’ he asked.

He continued, ‘And in our help-
lessness and the silence that meets
our screams, we yield to what we
believe is a higher wisdom, that is
Al-Bakaa lillah – Infinity is the sole
domain of the Transcendent.’

We pray to Allah to strengthen
our bonds of solidarity to help us
take care of families left behind.

We salute all those who have
stepped into the breach.

There can be no doubt that our
practical responsiveness to welfare
challenges is one shining light on
the pandemic landscape.

Often, in the face of collapsing
state infrastructure and corrup-
tion, many local communities have
stepped up to address relief needs.

The ongoing responsiveness of
Muslims has been exemplary.

We have not succumbed to
what could easily have turned into
a state of ghafla, heedlessness or
indifference – as the Quran ex-
horts in Surah al-A’raaf, verse 205,
when Allah declares, ‘be not of

those who are heedless (neglectful
and indifferent)’.

We hang on to paradoxical
hope, the hope of surviving, living,
flourishing. Yet, we now live a
pandemic life: physical distancing,
fear of exposure to a pathogen
that moves through the air, fear of
human contact.

Those who study pathogens tell
us that we should prepare our-
selves for new pathogens that will
create new pandemic conditions in
the future. This is the result of the
transgressive disturbance, a
dhulm, that has been visited on the
planet’s ecological sustainability.

Environmental dhulm or de-
struction has decisively changed
species’ ecological boundaries.
This causes viral pathogens to
jump from species rapidly, trans-
ferring viruses from species to
species.

So, the challenge is not just to
respond to viruses and pandemics.
What is also now required is a re-
sponse to climate change and the
challenge of living ecologically sus-
tainable lives. This is a wajib!

The maqsad (principle) of se-
curing life, creating the necessary
conditions for continuing to live,
ensuring clean, virus-free air, the
right to breathe, is one of the most
critical challenges confronting hu-
mans.

This is, in the first instance, an
ethical challenge. We have to re-
imagine our existence in the con-
text of the multiple moral
traditions of human communities.

What does the Islamic ethical
tradition put on the table? The Is-
lamic tradition offers adab-al-ih-

saan, the ethics of beauty, good
and excellence, as one essential di-
mension of repairing our planet.

The ethics of ihsaan is at the
very centre of the believer’s exis-
tence in the world.

Ihsaan is crucial to the way hu-
mans are created and imbued with
God’s fitrah.

Ihsaan is central to belief in
God, responsibilities to family,
kith and kin, attitudes to catastro-
phe, crisis and difficulty.

The properties of ihsaan –
beauty, excellence and doing good
– ready the body of the mu’min for
virtuous behaviour.

Ihsaan frames our existence and
moral purposes.

The word ‘ihsaan’ and its deriv-
atives appear 194 times in the
Quran. Its derivatives are words
like hasan, muhsin and ahsan.

The Quran explains that ihsaan
is imbued into the human as part
of his or her creation. In Surah at-
Tin, verse 4, Allah explains that,
‘We have indeed created man in
the best of conformation or fash-
ion.’

The concept ‘ahsaani taqwim’
(the best conformation or fashion)
refers to a person being endowed
with the capacity to make the best
use of her inborn qualities and of
her environment.

Prophet Muhammad (SAW) ex-
plains the nature of the mu’min’s
belief in Allah’s covenant, and
replied, when he was asked about
the meaning of ihsaan: ‘[Ihsaan is]
to worship God as though you see
Him, and if you cannot see Him
then indeed He sees you.’ (Al-
Bukhari and Al-Muslim).

In another hadith, Nabi
Muhammad (SAW) explains that
‘God has written ihsaan on every-
thing’.

In other words, striving for ih-
saan or beautification, excellence,
or perfection means to persevere in
the presence of Allah. Allah’s
norms are imprinted on our bodies
and actions.

Turning to the social responsi-
bility dimension of Islam’s ethics
of ihsaan, Allah instructs in Surah
Nahl, verse 90: ‘Surely Allah en-
joins justice (adl), kindness
(beauty/ ihsaan) and the doing of
good to kith and kin, and forbids
all that is shameful, evil and op-
pressive. He exhorts you so that
you may be mindful.’

Ihsaan or beauty and goodness
is the conditioning quality of the
nafs or the self.

Ihsaan is connected to justice.
Ihsaan is the higher-order condi-
tioning quality, and justice is the
normative action vehicle to secure
optimal living conditions.

In this ayah, ihsaan informs
one’s relations with family and rel-
atives, and prompts us to avoid
evil and negative behaviour.

One who ‘does what is beauti-
ful’ is called a muhsin. The muhsin
commits to God’s covenant and re-
news it daily.

Ihsaan also compels a practical
ethics that defies sloppiness, lack
of protocols and processes, as il-
lustrated in the hadith concerning
the slaughtering of animals. ‘Verily
Allah has prescribed ihsaan in all
things.’

Here ihsaan refers to profi-
ciency and excellence.

This is especially pertinent as
we enter the season of vaccination,
which was planned to start in the
second week of February 2021 for
health workers.

Notwithstanding the shambolic
vaccine nationalism of wealthy
countries, the hold of the profit
motive by pharmaceutical compa-
nies and the South African govern-
ment’s faltering attempts to
acquire vaccines, vaccination will
be rolled out progressively over
the next month.

Herd immunity is set at 40 mil-
lion vaccinations.

This will be an arduous task,
not least because of the challenge
of setting up appropriate infra-
structure.

We will require patience, for-
bearance, following health proto-
cols, which are all governed by the
practical ethics of ihsaan.

While vaccination is crucial to
containing the pandemic, we must
continue to follow stringent phys-
ical distancing and sanitising pro-
tocols.

One final dimension governing
our behaviour is the nature of the
mu’min’s response during times of
catastrophe and difficulty. An
ethics of ihsaan is the governing
quality in our response.

I draw on the Quran’s guidance
to the treatment of our elderly par-
ents. Allah prescribes ihsaan in
treating our parents when they are
at their most helpless, infirm. Ih-
saan is required when parents de-
pend on their children’s care
during the last stages of their lives.

Allah declares in Surah Al-Isra’/
Bani Israa-eel, verse 23: ‘for your
Sustainer has ordained that you
shall worship none but Him. And
do good unto [your] parents.
Should one of them, or both, at-
tain to old age in your care, never
say ‘Ugh’ (do not repel them) to
them or scold them but [always]
speak to them with reverent
speech.’

An ethics of ihsaan, the highest
form of imaan, means we do not
turn our backs on our parents
when they require frail care. We
take care of them with love, affec-
tion and competence. The larger
lesson is that we do not turn our
backs on our social responsibility
in the face of catastrophe or diffi-
culty.

We make a choice to embrace
Allah’s exhortation in Surah
Mu’mineen to ‘repel evil with
something better’. (23:95)

Ihsaan means that we embrace
the complexity, we choose to exer-
cise patience and forbearance. Yet,
we also mobilise our resources to
take care of health, welfare and
psycho-social challenges.

We do not deny the severe im-
pact of the pandemic on our lives,
of having to live in the face of ex-
ponential illness, dying, death and
bereavement.

Yet, we mobilise our knowl-
edge, research and scientific excel-
lence to develop solutions to our
health challenges.

This is not a time for fatalism
and resignation.

This is a time of committing to
the highest form of ihsaan –
beauty, goodness, creativity and
excellence – to secure life, to se-
cure the future for our children
and future generations.

Ihsaan is the ethical resource
that Islam and the Quran offer in
our encounter with pandemic life.
The thoughts in this nasiha were
inspired by the scholar Amira
Abou-Taleb, from the University
of Helsinki, who shared incisive
perspectives on ihsaan during a
webinar hosted by Musawah, an
organisation that focuses on
women’s rights in Muslim 
contexts.

An ethics of ihsaan: beauty and goodness in the encounter with pandemic life

Distinguished Professor Aslam Fataar. Photo SUPPLIED

ASLAM FATAAR, 
Distinguished Professor in
the Faculty of Education at
Stellenbosch University, in
his Friday nasiha delivered
on January 29 on the 
Claremont Main Road
Mosque’s virtual platform,
says that in light of the
COVID-19 pandemic we
have to respond urgently to
climate change and the
challenge of living 
ecologically sustainable
lives.


