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From all of us at Islamic Relief we wish you

EID MUBARAK!

Rebuilding and faith during
times of destruction and grief

The unmistakable facade of Azzawia Masjid, in Walmer Estate, Cape Town, shrouded in smoke. Although that area was spared, a fire raged along the foot of the 
mountain, from District Six to Rondebosch, damaging large tracts of the mountain. In April, Cape Town witnessed one of its most devastating fires ever, leaving a trail
of devastation, with many historical buildings damaged, including the iconic Mostert Mill in Mowbray, part of UCT’s library and sections of some of the university’s 
residences. At UCT, numerous historical documents were lost or damaged as the fire gutted part of Jagger Library, and some university students had to vacate their
residences. ‘Looking at pictures of the decimation of parts of the University of Cape Town’s library was painful and heart aching, writes ProfessorAslam Fataar (see
back page) but he sees the response from some of the city’s inhabitants to the tragedy as a call to reimagine a Cape Town more inclusive of all its inhabitants, 
regardless of class or social standing. Photo SHAFIQ MORTON

THE devastating fire that ravaged
the foot of the mountain, from 
District Six to Rondebosch, left a
trail of destruction in its wake. But,
the way in which Capetonians 
responded in support of the fire-
fighters, left us with a message of
hope. Within hours of the message
reaching the public, the Roeland
Street fire depot was flooded with
refreshments as the public rallied in
support of the firefighters.

At the same time, it being Ra-
madaan, Muslims were fighting
their own fires, in the form of their
wills and desires, which had to be
quelled during daylight hours, or,
the hours of fasting.

Through this fight, or jihad, Mus-
lims throughout the world, are able
to develop the ability to look beyond
themselves to the interests and well-
being of others – those less fortu-
nate, those who are struggling and
oppressed.

Through the denial of the wants
of the body, the person develops the
spiritual self and, hopefully, draws
closer to our Creator. By drawing
closer to our Creator, we more easily
respond to His commands and, in so
doing, start caring less about our-
selves and more about our brethren,
thus developing a culture of caring
for others.

The caring for others in the
month of Ramadaan is exemplified
in the form of the fitrah, which is the
alms to be paid to ensure that no
Muslim is without a hearty meal on
the day of Eid. Zakaah further en-
courages the Muslim to care for oth-
ers beyond Eid.

However, caring for others goes
beyond the giving of alms to that of
concern for their health and wellbe-
ing. This promotes the striving to-
wards the eradication of injustice
and the establishment of equity for
all, regardless of colour, creed or po-
litical affiliation, in effect, the estab-
lishment of a just world order.

The directors, management and
staff of Muslim Views wish all ad-
vertisers, readers, families and
friends a blessed Eid. We pray that
Allah grant the sick shifaa, forgive
all deceased and grant them Jannah,
Insha Allah.
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Ramadaan has
taught us to be
champions of 
justice for all
FOR two years, Muslims have
experienced Ramadaan with
the world sitting in the grip of a
virus that continues to kill tens
of thousands of people daily.
The gruelling images from India
show the public horror of a 
country reeling from over 4 000
COVID-19 deaths a day.
Desperate families search for
oxygen for their loved ones as
hospital services collapse under
the strain of tens of thousands of
incredibly sick people overwhelm
the streets of Delhi and other
centres seeking help.
The human disaster playing out
on our television screens and on
social media has brought home
the sobering reality that 
COVID-19 is not gone. More than
that, we now live with the 
frightening reality that, almost
eighteen months since the start of
COVID-19, the virus is killing in
numbers that defy our 
imagination.
There have been deep criticisms
of the manner in which the
regime in India has approached

COVID-19, with many Indian
commentators scathing in their
opinion of the way the Modi-led
government has bungled its 
response to the pandemic.
From being a nett exporter of
COVID-19 vaccines to the rest of
the world, India now finds itself
the country with the highest daily
COVID-19 death toll in the world,
surpassing even the United
States, whose disastrous 
COVID-19 approach under the
previous Trump regime earned
the anger of the world as 
hundreds of thousands of lives
were lost.
As in the case of India today, 
fingers are pointed at regimes 
allegedly more intent on showing
the world how great they are,
rather than to focus on the daily
hard work of securing the health
and lives of their people.
There is a harsh lesson that we
are being forced to consider.
In spite of the large numbers of
people vaccinated in those 
countries, COVID-19 was able to
take hold again due to illogical

public messages being sent to 
ordinary people desperate for
good news in the shadow of
COVID-19.
In the Western Cape, in South
Africa, from where Muslim Views
publishes, there are warnings of
dangerous increases in 
COVID-19 cases in certain
wealthy suburbs.
We were shamed in January
2021 when people arrogantly
broke national COVID-19 laws by
going maskless and breaking 
social distancing regulations by 
illegally occupying beaches like
Muizenberg.
We have much to think through.
As Muslims, bidding farewell to
Ramadaan is a wonderful 
opportunity to adapt the lessons
of post-Ramadaan living to
‘COVID-fatigue’.
The breaking of COVID-19 
national regulations by beach
protesters in Cape Town, for 
example, was not, as some loftily
claimed, about regaining their
human rights. It was, as a few
people interviewed indicated,

about spending a few days on
‘our beach’. There is much to 
dissect in that statement but that
is for another occasion.
It was selfishness, based on 
ignorance and arrogance in the
face of facts that need no more
evidence than the millions of 
bodies buried during the pan-
demic. The deaths were and are
the facts.
Likewise, we leave Ramadaan
aware of the fact that Ramadaan
was a month of training our 
bodies and minds to be less
wasteful, and more willing to
tame our often outrageous 
desires. We learnt to do a whole
lot with a whole lot less.
We are reminded, as Muslims, to
continue using these lessons for
the next eleven months, until 
Ramadaan graces us again.
Using those principles, we ought
to be exemplary citizens during
(and after) COVID-19.
Muslims do not succumb to
‘ibaadah-fatigue’. We should be
bold and state that 
‘COVID-fatigue’ is selfishness.
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SHAIKH 
IRAFAAN ABRAHAMS

IN the Name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. Peace
and salutations upon the most
beloved of Allah, Nabi 
Muhammad (SAW), his family,
all his Companions and all those
who follow his example until the
Day of Judgement, ameen.

On behalf of the Muslim Judi-
cial Council (SA) and all its struc-
tures, I take this opportunity to
wish the entire Muslim commu-
nity, a blessed Eid, Eid mubarak!

Our journey over the past year
as a community has been an inter-
esting one. COVID-19 has had an
indelible impact on our lives and
the lives of millions across the
globe. No part of the world has
been left untouched, and nations
and regions have responded differ-
ently.

The common denominator
though, was the unselfish efforts
of every frontline worker who
braved the storm to ensure that es-
sential services were available at
our time of need.

The lockdown presented many
challenges, people felt conflicted
about the need to apply social dis-
tancing, on the one hand, and the
desire to be close to family and rel-
atives for comfort and support, on
the other. Not being able to visit
sick relatives in hospital and not
being there when they passed on
impacted heavily on the hearts and
minds of those affected. May
Almighty Allah ease their pain,
ameen.

As I write this message, we are
able to gather in our masaajid to
perform congregational prayers
while being compliant with the

COVID-19 regulations. I encour-
age each and every Muslim to re-
flect upon the significance of this
in relation to Ramadaan 2020,
when we were not permitted to
gather in our masaajid.

We should appreciate the fact
that we can gather in our masaajid
so let’s take advantage of this
favour but let’s do so responsibly.

The Hajj pilgrimage remains a
major concern for South Africans
as well as those internationally.
Our hearts and prayers are with
our hujaaj during this difficult and
confusing time. We believe that
everything happens in its ap-
pointed time as decreed by the
Almighty, and we pray that
Almighty Allah provide the means
for our honourable hujaaj to per-
form this important ibaadah.

As Muslims, we must not forget
to extend that spirit of charity and
kindness that we so beautifully ex-
hibited during the month of Ra-
madaan. Many of our Muslim
brothers and sisters in our local
Muslim communities are living in
dire conditions.

As a community, we must reach
out to them and support them in
their time of difficulty by putting

together our collective minds to
develop sustainable solutions for
their long-term welfare.

The spirit of the Zakatul-Fitr
that we pay to ensure that Mus-
lims have a meal on their table on
the day of Eid must remain with
us during the course of the year. In
this way, we nurture and sustain
the spirit of giving.

On this day of Eid, let us not
forget them and let us make duah
that Almighty Allah grant them re-
lief, ameen.

As one ummah, we have the
collective responsibility to connect
with our Muslim brethren wher-
ever they may be, the disenfran-
chised, those who are suffering
because of war, oppression or
famine.

We must let them know that we
stand in solidarity with them. Let
them understand that they are not
alone and comfort them with our
sincere duah for relief. Let us not
fail in our duty towards them.

The need for Muslims to cham-
pion the cause of justice and
equality has been amplified during
the last year. The heroic accounts
of selflessness from our communi-
ties and relief agencies have al-
most, if not, been eclipsed by the
accounts of corruption that has
seen essential aid not reach its in-
tended recipients.

In Islam, the concept of justice
and championing it is a means of
earning the satisfaction and bless-
ings of the Almighty. Let us not
shy away from confronting this
evil. Let us be part of the solution,
ameen.

In our personal capacities, we
must strive to be better and more
dedicated Muslims, by uniting our
families, especially on this beauti-
ful day of Eid, uniting in harmony,
peace, love and concern especially
to those who lost their loved ones
during the pandemic.

May we not be from amongst
those, who on the day of Eid, fail
to receive the forgiveness of Allah.
I pray that Almighty Allah keeps
us all on the path of righteousness,
ameen.

We only better ourselves
through doing regular introspec-
tion and asking for the forgiveness
and guidance of Almighty Allah.

The goal for every Muslim in
Ramadaan was to obtain taqwa or
to further develop in taqwa, or
consciousness of Allah.

It is through developing a
heightened level of taqwa that we
access the true guidance of the
Almighty.

Our life in Ramadaan is very
much a blueprint for how we
should live our lives daily.

We must become instruments
for positive change, and the spiri-
tual rejuvenation that came with
the month of Ramadaan has to be-
come part and parcel of who we
are.

I pray that Almighty Allah ac-
cept all our fasting, our ibaadah,
our supplications and our charity
during Ramadaan and may He re-
ward us in abundance, ameen.

Eid mubarak.
Shaikh Irafaan Abrahams is the
president of the Muslim Judicial
Council (SA).

MJC EID MESSAGE

Ramadaan: a blueprint for spiritual rejuvenation and positive change
Shaikh Irafaan Abrahams, in his Eid
message as president of the Muslim
Judicial Council, said the need for
Muslims to champion the cause of 
justice and equality was amplified 
during the past year. Heroic accounts
of selflessness by communities were
unfortunately overshadowed by the
accounts of corruption in official 
circles. Muslims are called on to not
shy away from confronting this evil
and let us be part of the solution.
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SHAIKH SA’DULLAH KHAN
AS we celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr 2021/
1442, we do so as a global 
community of believers, part of a
larger human family still reeling
under the devastating wave of the
worldwide COVID-19 pandemic.

Living in lockdown has created
a mirror for the world, a mirror
reflecting our frailties as human
beings, exposing the fragility of
our existence on earth as well as
unveiling the priorities in life.

It has made us really see the im-
portance of time, perceive the sig-
nificance of human relations and
realise our interdependence as a
human family.

We are experiencing a second
Eid-ul-Fitr in the era of COVID-
19 and we are yet in the firm grip
of an unpredictable and indetermi-
nate worldwide lockdown. Indeed,
a world that still seems unusual,
unfamiliar and uncertain.

No community has been spared
the consequences of the coron-
avirus, with its devastating impact
on our work, our economies, our
health care, our education, our
professions, our social relations
and our private lives. It has
brought to the fore many worry-
ing realities.

We have buried too many peo-
ple and witnessed too much suffer-
ing of those who have been
infected to be oblivious or remain
heedless of the reality and effects
of the pandemic we are facing.

Amidst all this, we are witness-
ing a pandemic paradox; where

hope in the efficacy of vaccines
have been generated while fear
and uncertainty are spawned by
mutant variants of the virus, caus-
ing deadly new waves of infec-
tions.

Rather than producing calm, it
is resulting in increased concern
and frustration, thereby intensify-
ing lockdown fatigue, and without

the end of the pandemic in sight.
It is uncanny how it took the

entire earth coming to a virtual
stop before human beings began
to realise that we may not have
been prioritising what needs to be
the primary focus of our attention.

As we view ourselves in the
mirror of the pandemic, we see an
opportunity to slow down in this

rapidly changing world and to
value what really matters: health,
family and the relations we have
built over the course of our lives.

As we emerge from the month
of fasting, a time of moral disci-
plining through abstention, a pe-
riod of patient perseverance, we
have learnt the value of apprecia-
tion.

This is essential as we live in a
world that has become accus-
tomed to instant gratification.

We have made even the most
outrageous overindulgence acces-
sible by the simple command
through our computer keyboard.
We have created so many conven-
iences, trends, wants and erratic
behaviours through advertising
and mass media that we are brain-
washed to crave things which are
not necessarily good.

We are now accustomed to ac-
cessing information, ordering any-
thing and calling anybody,
anywhere, instantaneously by the
press of a button on our cell-
phones in our hands. We get what
we want and seem to want it now.
This has marred our sense of ap-
preciation and decreased our ca-
pacity for patience.

Through all this, some have lost
the ability to be still, reflect and
appreciate what we have, rather
than focus on what else we want.

On the day of Eid, let us pause,
ponder, realise and appreciate
what it means to be alive and not
just to survive. Let the reflection of
ourselves in the mirror of the pan-
demic be one of a conscientious
human being.

Let it be a reflection of one who
emerges from Ramadaan on a
continuous journey towards fulfil-
ment and excellence, towards
taqwa (righteousness), towards
being as good as we can be.

Eid-ul-Fitr mubarak!
Shaikh Sa’dullah Khan is CEO:
Islamia College, Cape Town.

Eid in the mirror of the pandemic

Shaikh Sa’dullah Khan writes that as we celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr in the midst of a pandemic, we should see this as an 
opportunity to slow down in this rapid changing world and to value what really matters: health, family and the relations we
have built over the course of our lives. Photo FIRMAN WAHYUDIN/ SHUTTERSTOCK
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KHALIL SUNGAY
FOR my generation and those
before me, our country has 
become unrecognisable since the
advent of our hard-fought for
democracy.

Madiba was in jail for 27 years,
and this year we have our freedom
for 27 years. Upon his release it
was pandemonium and we all cel-
ebrated in unison.

We achieved what we had
fought so hard for. So many sacri-
fices, so many lives lost for this
hard-earned democracy, and fi-
nally freedom. None of us antici-
pated the rough ride we were in
for.

We did not anticipate the dis-
ease of corruption, crime, fraud
and money-laundering as well as
the lowering of standards at all
levels, especially in government,
right into the echelons of the NEC.

Our cities have become filthy
and our borders porous, and we
are struggling to come to terms
with how much our country has
changed.

I hear it often that we are on a
downward spiral and it’s a ques-
tion of time as we are heading in
the same way as Zim.

Any self-respecting, law-abid-
ing, taxpaying citizen is beyond
fed up with corrupt officials and
the manner in which facets of gov-
ernment and the criminals have
managed to get away with it.

As someone who has practised
in both the legal fraternity and fi-
nancial services, I believe differ-
ently.

Granted, South Africa has
changed a lot and, it appears, for
the worse but I believe in this
country.

There are pockets of excellence
coming through that only my fel-
low citizens have the resilience to
deal with.

We must not forget that by
world standards, South Africa is a
young democracy.

We have fought way too hard
for this democracy to allow it to
slide into oblivion. Yes, we are all
fed up with the lies of those we put
in power and, agreed, they have let
us down badly.

Many years ago, I was given
the opportunity  to accept a job in
New York and, till today, I am
happy that I did not accept the
offer.

South Africa, by international
standards, has a world-class finan-

cial services industry, one that
holds its own, and this was re-em-
phasised and re-iteratred in world
conferences I have attended over
the years. Some economists even
class it better than those of first-
world countries.

‘Beyond reasonable doubt’
makes it appear nonsensical that a
presiding officer would rather err
on the side of caution as opposed
to imprison someone for a crime
they did not commit. This is an in-
ternational best practice.

We do not just practice our re-
ligion freely but are actually ac-
knowledged and respected for the
contribution we make in this
country.

Many don’t know but South
Africa makes up 25 per cent of the
entire continent of Africa’s GDP.

Those who enter our country
legally or illegally see it but we
who live in it cannot see it. In our
frustration and hopelessness, we
have a ‘given up mindset’.

The sheer scale of damage and
corruption is enormous and, yes,
it will take time to bounce back
but don’t underestimate our re-
solve. Not every politician and po-
liceman is corrupt, and we need to
throw our weight behind those
who show honesty and integrity.

South Africa has an independ-
ent judiciary and we have seen
that come through strongly in the
last couple of judgements.

We have watched high-ranking
politicians try every trick in the
book to avoid being held to ac-
count over the many years but the
chickens are finally coming home

to roost. The long arm of the law
is finally beginning to grasp those
who have managed to avoid its
reach.

It might appear to many of us
that the law has ground to a halt,
and many a layman does not un-
derstand that High Court and the
constitutional court matters take a
while.

We forget that the National
Prosecuting Authority was deci-
mated and they had to start all
over again, and we should support
Batoyi and Cronje instead of criti-
cising and berating them for not
getting on with it.

To keep things light during

lockdown, one of my favourite
pastimes was to YouTube the
Zondo Commission and our very
own, home-grown, Trevor Noah.

The Zondo Commission is
costing us a pretty penny but the
evidence coming out of it will be
undeniably useful.

Moaning  and groaning does
not help. So, as we celebrate Free-
dom Day 2021, let us all do what
we can to take back our beloved
country .
Khalil Sungay is an experienced
financial planner and director of
Randsure Financial Services. 
He may be reached at 
khalilsungay@randsure.com

Our beloved country is indeed crying

Khalil Sungay advocates a national
sense of optimism as an essential
 ingredient for economic recovery.

Photo SUPPLIED

Cheering crowds line the route as the vehicle transporting Nelson Mandela
makes its way from Victor Verster Prison on the day of his release - February 11,
1990. The writer points out that the euphoria of the early days of democracy has
given way to disillusionment. He stresses, however, that South Africans should
do what they can to ‘take back our beloved country’. Photo SHAFIQ MORTON
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IN this era of social media and
digitalisation, digital loyalty
cards are becoming more 
prevalent. Marketing research
has shown that loyalty 
programmes have helped 
businesses increase their brand
popularity.

Customer loyalty programmes
enhance customer retention and
generate new channels of revenue.
In the last couple of years, even
small businesses have taken to dig-
ital loyalty programmes and is-
sued loyalty cards as a way of
promoting their businesses.

However, not all businesses will
benefit from digital loyalty pro-
grammes. You need to understand
your business requirements and
the kind of customers it attracts to
determine if a digital loyalty pro-
gramme will come in handy for
promoting your business.

If a customer loyalty pro-
gramme works for your business,
both you and your customers can

benefit from it. You meet your de-
sired sales targets, and your cus-
tomers get the discounts.

For small businesses, a loyalty
programme can help to build
stronger customer relationships,
giving you as a business a cutting
edge over your competitors.

You can also accumulate data
from the loyalty programmes to
understand customer buying pat-
terns. This information collected
will help you, as a small business,
tailor your catalogues or services
in ways that will improve the cus-
tomer experience.

Traditionally, businesses made
use of a punch card system as a
way of a loyalty programme but,
with the advances in technology
and mobile phones, loyalty pro-
grammes have evolved. Digital
loyalty programmes are conven-
ient, easy to track, record and are
also user-friendly. You can do the
same thing as a punch card would
do, and more.

How do digital loyalty 
programmes help 
small businesses?

Along with aiding big business
houses, digital loyalty pro-
grammes can cater to the revenue
of small businesses as well. Some
of the ways small businesses can
benefit from a digital loyalty pro-
gramme are as follows:
l The programme can assist to

promote the business in a better
way.

l Helps to acquire sticky cus-
tomers.

l Helps in generating better rev-
enues.

l If the business does not have a
robust analytics system, with
the help of simple tools, the
business can utilise the digital
loyalty programme to draw
better insights on the sales of
products or services.

l Allows the business to curate
the products and services as per
the customer purchase behav-
iour and customer require-
ments.

l Improves the reach of the busi-
ness.

Just as the whole world has
taken to digitalisation, small busi-
nesses are also taking up digitali-
sation to improve their businesses
and make better business strate-
gies to generate revenue.

If you are a part of a small busi-
ness and you are not sure if a dig-
ital loyalty programme will work
for you, try to understand the
problem statement. If your ex-
pected result from the digital loy-
alty programme is aligned with
your business goal, it is sure to be
a success.

You must go ahead with the
digital loyalty programme but, in
case you feel the result of the digi-
tal loyalty programme might not
be aligned to your business goal,
think twice before implementing it
in your business. In this case, you
might end up incurring losses or
not making any profit for that
matter.

Understanding your business
and the expectations of your cus-
tomers is the key to deciding
whether this will work in your
favour or not. When the world is
taking up the digital loyalty pro-
gramme, it is time that you consid-

ered it for your business too; see if
you can make it work in your
favour.
Please note that the above is for
information purposes only and
does not constitute tax advice. As
each individual’s personal 
circumstances vary, we 
recommend they seek advice on
the matter. Please note that while
every effort is made to ensure 
accuracy, Nexia SAB&T does not
accept responsibility for any 
inaccuracies or errors contained
herein. If you are in doubt about
any information in this article or
require any advice on the topical
matter, please do not hesitate to
contact any Nexia SAB&T office
nationally.

Customer loyalty
programmes –
what is all the fuss?
HASSEN KAJIE, CA (SA), a director of Nexia SAB&T, based
in the Cape Town office, and AYSHA OSMAN, CA (SA), 
National Technical Manager for Nexia SAB&T, in the 
Centurion office, advise on loyalty programmes.

Hassen Kajie Aysha Osman

Focus on Finance For small 
businesses, 
a loyalty 

programme 
can help to 

build stronger
customer 

relationships, 
giving you as a

business a cutting
edge over your
competitors.
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MAHMOOD SANGLAY
THE Western Cape Education
Department (WCED) found that
a Muslim independent school in
Cape Town had failed to comply
with several of the department’s
regulations. Consequently, the
WCED expressed its intention to
deregister the school and 
withhold its subsidy.

According to a WCED official,
Darul Islam Islamic High School
(DIIHS) had relocated and failed
to inform the department about it.
The WCED also expressed its
alarm that the school has allowed
the municipal arrears account to
escalate to R1,2-million. The de-
partment noted this as a failure to
implement ‘effective, efficient and
transparent financial manage-
ment’.

They further noted with ‘grave
concern’ that although Darul
Islam Primary School is included
in the annual application by
DIIHS for the subsidy payment to
independent schools, ‘no funds
were ever transferred to the pri-
mary school and these learners
never benefitted from the subsidy
payments’.

An anonymous source close to
the school told Muslim Views that
the ‘value of the outstanding
amounts due to the primary
school is in the millions’. The high
school’s subsidy allocation is an
average of R600 000 per annum
while that of the primary school is
R450 000.

In July 2020, the primary
school applied for separation and
independence from DIIHS due to

the latter failing to provide the pri-
mary school its share of the sub-
sidy allocation.

The primary school alleged ‘un-
fair dealings’ and ‘undermining’ of
the school by DIIHS as among the
reasons for seeking separation and
independence from the high
school. However, about five
months later, the primary school
changed its position.

The source close to the school
states that the WCED required the
primary school to obtain written
consent from the high school in
order to effect independence. This
consent, however, was not forth-

coming. On the other hand, says
the source, the high school needed
the primary school to rescind its
application for independence in
order to receive the subsidy.

The primary school principal,
Mr Aadiel Fredericks, did not re-
spond to questions from Muslim
Views.

DIIHS has also reached out for
assistance to a Turkish organisa-
tion, the Maarif Foundation,
which supports educational initia-
tives globally. However, there is no
confirmation that a partnership
agreement between DIIHS and the
foundation is being concluded.

A group of parents complained

to the WCED, objecting, inter alia,
to the unilateral decision-making
by the school in the process of en-
tering into an agreement with the
Turkish foundation. The school
thereafter engaged parents
through correspondence and a
survey.

Another party that objected to
the proposed partnership is the
Darul Islam mosque board, which
appears to be the owner of the
property occupied by the school.
In February this year, the Darul
Islam mosque board instructed its
attorneys to notify the school of its
objection to the partnership.

The mosque board also notified
the school that any lease agree-
ment of occupancy of the school
premises must be undertaken with
the consent of the board, and with
the board as a party to the agree-
ment. Should the school fail to do
so, says the legal notice, the
mosque board will institute evic-
tion proceedings against the
school.

On April 6, the principal of
DIIHS, Shaikh Adiel Hattas, told
Muslim Views that they would like
to postpone media interviews until
the agreement with the foundation
is signed, presumably within three
weeks. The WCED told Muslim
Views, on April 22, that no mem-
orandum of understanding be-
tween the two institutions had
been signed.

A number of issues require clar-
ification by DIIHS, including its
relationship with Darul Islam
Masjid, general governance and
educators’ contracts. The falling
National Senior Certificate pass

rate of 73,4 per cent and the finan-
cial management of the school,
particularly its municipal debt, are
matters of public interest.

At the time of going to press,
neither DIIHS, the mosque com-
mittee nor the Maarif Foundation
had responded to questions from
Muslim Views. The founder of
DIIHS, Shaikh Irafaan Abrahams,
who leads and remains closely in-
volved with the operations of the
school, also had not responded.

The WCED initially declined to
provide the monitoring report, rel-
evant correspondence and other
documents regarding DIIHS.
However, following a successful
application for the information in
terms of the Promotion of Access
to Information Act (2000) by
Muslim Views, the department
was more cooperative.

The WCED told Muslim Views
that DIIHS had ‘rectified short-
comings’ identified. However, the
March 2021 monitoring and eval-
uation report received from
WCED states that the school is not
accredited by Umalusi, that there
are insufficient qualified teachers
and that written and signed con-
tracts with staff are lacking.

The school also has insufficient
teaching aids and equipment,
there is no teacher development
programme and the school’s
health certificate has expired.

Despite these findings, and the
school’s debt of R1,2m, WCED
states that there is ‘no intention,
currently, to withdraw the regis-
tration and subsidy’ and that the
school would be financially viable
to operate with a subsidy.

Muslim school found non-compliant with WCED regulations

Shaikh Adiel Hattas is the principal of
Darul Islam Islamic High School. The
school did not respond to questions
from Muslim Views. Photo SUPPLIED

Despite these 
findings, and the
school’s debt of
R1,2m, WCED

states that there is
‘no intention, 
currently, to 
withdraw the 

registration and
subsidy’ and that
the school would
be financially 

viable to operate
with a subsidy.
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This Eid, may Allah bless your home with 
happiness, your heart with devotion, and 
your soul with purity and peace.

EID MUBARAK TO YOU 
AND YOUR LOVED ONES

INVEST WITH FAITH

Old Mutual Unit Trust Managers (RF) (Pty) Ltd is a registered manager in terms of the Collective Investment Schemes 
Control Act 45 of 2002. Al Baraka Bank is an authorised financial services and credit provider.
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Exorbitant janaazah
fees questioned
WHEN the haq (rights) is taken away from the 
deceased families, it is time to go back to the
Quran, and the sunnah of our beloved Nabi
Muhammad (SAW).

If you are responsible for burying your deceased
family, be aware that dying in Islam has become a
rich business opportunity for some Muslim undertak-
ers, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Why do we tolerate these unscrupulous individuals
charging inflated prices? The Islamic prescripts to
bury the deceased are not a business and neither are
they intended to be for the financial profit of others.

Islam teaches us to prepare for death. Be aware of
the people you approach for the burial of your de-
ceased family. Not enquiring about the burial costs
upfront can shock you because of the huge costs.

Many of our community members who had to pay
the burial charges of deceased family only realised af-
terwards the ridiculous amount they had to pay for
the burial. Who regulates these prices that range from
R7 500 to R10 000? Does dying of COVID-19 mean
you automatically qualify for the most expensive bur-
ial? Why is it much cheaper if you die in Manenberg
and more expensive if you die in Rondebosch?

Have we created a new industry for persons to en-
rich themselves at the cost of our deceased, who de-
serve a dignified burial?

At janaazahs, the hot topic has become the cost of
the burial and who charges the most. The aim of this
letter is to provide readers with the details of the costs
of current burial, depending on where the deceased
will be buried.

Some burial sites are private cemeteries and are
more expensive than the council graves. The organi-
sations claiming to represent the Muslim ummah are
not doing enough. Our deceased deserve an hon-
ourable and dignified burial, and the costs of the
shrouding, hearse and grave should be minimal.

How can we cut the costs of burying our deceased?
Our Muslim communities must educate themselves
regarding the Islamic prescripts of burying the de-
ceased. Get involved by educating yourself and find-
ing out what is required. It is your Islamic
responsibility. Family members are responsible for
doing the ghusl and shrouding, lead the janaazah
salaah, get the hearse from the mosque (which is
free), bury the deceased and do their own paperwork.
Let’s take action before it becomes more expensive.

Discuss the validating of the burial documents
with your own doctor or family doctor. It is cheaper
to buy your kaffan and planks in Mitchells Plain or
Bonteheuwel.

Another challenge is that hospital staff needs to be
orientated about to whom the body should be re-
leased. Undertakers prey on opportunities at hospitals
and deceased bodies are released without consent
from next of kin of the deceased.

Some interesting costs (Cape Town): Undertaker
charges (inclusive of the charges below): R7 500 to
R11 000. Grave/ burial at Maitland, Mitchells Plain
or Klip Road: R920. Grave/ burial at Mowbray: R2
200 (COVID-19 case R2 500). Grave/ burial at Con-
stantia: R1 500 (before 3.00pm). Grave/ burial at
Pooke Rd: R4 700.

Current kaffan costs: R650 (Some burial societies
charge R1 500 for kaffan and planks) Planks: R575;
transport/ fuel: R300 (Your mosque hearse is free).

Doctor’s fee: R600 (Get your family doctor, who
you supported for years. The doctor’s fee is often in-
flated by the undertaker). Documents: R500 (do it
yourself at Home Affairs).

Imam: R500 (The family imam/ father/ son can
perform the janaazah salaah for free). Toekamanie/
ghaasil: R500 (The family can do the ghusl for free).

PPEs for a COVID-19 case: R1 000.
The above prices fluctuate in different areas. Save

costs where possible. The family can provide food.
This is another unnecessary cost of approximately
R3 000. Do not become another victim of exploita-
tion and pay exorbitant fees.

Moulana Mohamed Azeem Khatieb
Retired chaplain for Muslim prisoners

SA is the most dangerous country to drive in
IN a recent study conducted by Zutobi Drivers Ed, an international
driver’s education company, it was found that South Africa is the
world’s most unsafe country in which to drive.

Road Safety Partnership South Africa (RSP) says that while it is com-
mon knowledge that road deaths in South Africa are disproportionately
high, the results of this study are concerning.

‘While we already have the notorious reputation of 25,9 people per
100 000 dying in a car accident, gaining another reputation as the most
dangerous place to drive in is something the country should work to
change.’

Interestingly, many of South Africa’s road regulations are on par with
the countries considered the safest places to drive.

‘The maximum speed limit is similar to the top five safest countries
and the maximum blood alcohol concentration (BAC) is slightly higher
or the same as these countries as well.

‘The biggest difference was seen in the number of people wearing
safety belts. Where around 95 per cent of front passengers in the safest
countries wore seatbelts, not even one third of South African front pas-
sengers wear seatbelts.

‘Additionally, even though the BAC is similar to many countries, the
number of crashes involving drunk drivers was higher, indicating a lack
of respect for road regulation in South Africa.’

Source: MotorPress

Letters to the Editor

Contributing to South Africa’s infamous position as the most dangerous country
to drive in, is the non-adherence to the wearing of seatbelts. Less than a third of
South Africa’s front seat passengers wear seatbelts.

Photo UNSPLASH/ MotorPress
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AZGHER M KARJIEKER
AL-BARA ibn Azib said, ‘When
the Messenger of Allah, may
Allah bless him and grant him
peace, used to retire to his
bed, he would lie on his right
side and then say, “O Allah, I 
surrender my soul to You and I
turn my face to You and I entrust
my affair to You and I seek Your
support with hope and fear of
You. There is no refuge from You
but to You. I have believed in
Your Book which You sent down
and Your Prophet whom You
sent.”’ (al-Bukhari)

A great night’s sleep is essential
for maintenance of good health,
restoration of energy and is one of
the many gifts the Almighty has
blessed us with.

At Sleep Right, we offer the
Side Sleep Back Bolster, a pillow
extension designed and manufac-
tured locally that helps to prevent
rolling onto the back while sleep-
ing. It conveniently fits with your
existing pillow or you can upgrade
to one of our comfortable memory
foam pillows.

There is some scientific evi-
dence supporting the above ha-
dith, confirming heart and lung
benefits when sleeping on one’s
right side. Sleeping on the left side
is supposed to prevent acid reflux
but the best way to prevent acid
reflux is to consume water only for
the last two hours before lying
down – no late nibbling or snack-
ing.

Another tip to improve falling
asleep, beside no late eating, is to

stop caffeine intake at 3pm. This
includes Ceylon tea, chai, green
tea and coffee. Caffeine can have
an effect on the body for up to
eight hours. It may prevent one
falling asleep or cause one to wake
up for no reason in the early hours
of the morning.

Sleep position with head and
neck support is also important.
This goes hand in hand with pil-

low choice. There is a wide range
to choose from and prices vary.
But when you find the pillow that
works best for you, hang on to it
for dear life. Many people are al-
lergic to feathers and dust. This
limits pillow choice to a hypoaller-
genic pillow or an allergy cover for
the existing pillow.

Memory foam pillows have
been around for a while now. Ben-

efits of these NASA origin pillows
include: they conform to your
head to support it, they keep the
spine aligned, they are hypoaller-
genic, easy to maintain and
durable. Add in the Side Sleep
Back Bolster and those who have
been advised to sleep on their sides
for medical reasons or who snore
only when on their backs may find
significant relief.

Snoring and sleep apnoea
Hayfever swells the lining inside

the nose so a lifelong nasal steroid
spray, like Flonase, is mandatory.
Being overweight affects tongue
size.

A long-term, sustainable
healthy eating plan to lose weight
and prevent reflux is also non-ne-
gotiable. This includes no late nib-
bling.

Early diagnosis and interven-
tion can prevent deterioration to
life-threatening consequences and
complications.

Interventions include nasal
spray, nasal surgery, throat sur-
gery, mouthguard, sleep right pil-
low or a CPAP machine. Not all
are pleasant to have but the results
are very good when managed by a
specialist in this field.

Common worrying symptoms
of obstructed breathing are a dry
mouth in the morning, awaking
tired despite enough hours of sleep
and, in males without prostate
problems, waking up to pass urine
around 3am.

Email info@sleep-right.co.za to
answer any queries or come ‘touch
and feel’ our memory foam pil-
lows and Sleep Right bolster at our
Riverside Mall branch, Lower
Ground Shop 14, opposite Vi-
tacare Pharmacy, open Monday to
Saturday.

We also provide CPAP ma-
chines and can arrange full snor-
ing/ sleep assessments with a
specialist if necessary.

Prevention really is better than
cure if you breathe, eat and sleep
right.

Sleeping (on your) right is good for you
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MARTIN GRESHOFF
THE origins of the book, District
Six – Memories, Thoughts and
Images, go back to a series of
photographs taken by my late
uncle, Jan Greshoff, in the early
and mid-1970s.

Jan’s District Six photographs
stirred strong feelings and memo-
ries. Many comments made on so-
cial media in response to the
photographs related to the way of
living, a cohesive multi-ethnic so-
ciety, the ‘spirit’ of District Six,
memories of District Six charac-
ters, childhood games and physical
places, such as the shops, bio-
scopes and streets.

Feelings of anger were also ex-
pressed in relation to the Group
Areas Act and subsequent forced
removals from District Six and the
painfully slow restitution process.

Through these comments and a
discussion with an ex-District Six
resident, the idea of recording
these stories in more depth came
about. It felt important that these
memories of an area no longer in
existence were captured and pre-
served for the future and that what
happened to District Six was not
forgotten and the memory of Dis-
trict Six was kept alive.

The idea was to give those who
may not have thought about
telling their stories an opportunity
to do so and create a tangible
record for future generations.

I placed a notice in various Dis-
trict Six groups on social media
and approached ex-residents who
had commented on photographs,
and enquired whether they would
like to write a piece. The response

was, on the whole, very positive.
The book consists of the mem-

oirs and poetry of 63 ex-District
Six residents and those who had a
connection to District Six but may
not have lived there. It is gener-
ously illustrated with photographs
by Jan Greshoff plus a few offered
by another photographer, Rudolf
Ryser, but it is the memoirs and
poetry which I feel are the main

focus. Many people who were ini-
tially interested in submitting sto-
ries dropped out for various
reasons. Obviously, the stories that
were submitted are only a small
fraction of the stories to be told.

The foreword was written by
Bonita Bennett, the former direc-
tor of the District Six Museum,
and Professor Crain Soudien con-
tributed a piece on the history of

District Six.
In April, 2016, I visited Cape

Town from my home in London to
do some work with a small group
of ex-residents on identifying some
of the unknown District Six loca-
tions shown in Jan’s photographs.

The District Six Museum or-
ganised a workshop with some of
those involved with the project
while I was in Cape Town. This
was an opportunity to meet some
of those who had submitted sto-
ries. I was struck by the warmth
and the bond that existed between
the ex-District Six residents I met
even though they had not neces-
sarily met before. This bond is also
very evident through comments
made in District Six groups on so-
cial media.

The editing process was done in
a collaborative way with each of
the contributors. The stories are
theirs and it felt important that
they were a part of this process. I
received assistance from my sub-
editor, Marge Clouts, for which I
am very grateful. My brother-in-
law, Charles Abbott, has done a
great job of designing the book
and coordinating the printing.
Everyone involved with producing
this book gave their time freely
without the expectation of benefit-
ting from the project financially.

The printing was funded
through the generous donations
from The Simon van der Stel
Foundation, The Historical Soci-
ety of Cape Town, ABC Press as
well as many individuals. The
book will have a limited print run.

All the money generated from
the sales of this book will be do-
nated to the District Six Museum

to support their valuable work in
preserving, archiving the history,
memories and forced removals
from District Six and other areas.

I have worked on the book for
the past six years and I had no idea
when I started out that it would
dominate my life and be so time-
consuming. Sadly, four of the con-
tributors have passed away over
this period. After reading and ed-
iting the memoirs, it is very clear
that District Six, its vibrancy, mix
of cultures and religions is very
meaningful and important to the
contributors as well as the wider
community. Many contributors re-
call happy times and childhood
games but, at the same time, there
is a constant reminder of the im-
pact that the apartheid govern-
ment’s cruel and unjust policy of
forced removals had on the resi-
dents and communities of District
Six as well as other areas. Many
also talk about the trauma of
forced removals and the demoli-
tion of District Six. Some of the
contributors have commented that
writing their stories helped with
processing the pain and anger of
being forcibly removed from Dis-
trict Six.
The book is available from the
District Six Museum 
(25a Buitenkant Street),
 Timbuktu Books (19 Golf Course
Rd, Sybrand Park), Select Books
(56 Surrey Street, Claremont),
Clarkes (199 Long Street), The
Book Lounge (71 Roeland Street)
and Bokmakiri Books
 (Swellendam).
An extended version of this
 article appears on our website:
www.muslimviews.co.za

Book captures memories of D6 through thoughts and images

This latest book on District Six features photographs of the area during the 1970s
with poems and memories of people who lived there or were connected to District
Six. Image SUPPLIED
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NABILA MAYET
ALHAMDULILLAH, what a
blessing it is to complete 
Ramadaan and welcome Eid!

We hope and pray deeply that
we have all achieved our goals.

This Ramadaan, Islamic Relief
delivered aid to thousands of peo-
ple across the globe, from South
Africa to Syria and Yemen.

You were the reason for their
smiles; the reason a family could
break their fast. And may Allah
make it the reason you are pro-

tected in this life and the next.
This Ramadaan, you chose to

feel their struggle, and channel
your sadness into action. You
helped us respond as one body to
those who are desperately in need.

Islamic Relief is on the ground,
continuing its life-saving work and
delivering urgent food and emer-
gency supplies every single day.

The Almighty tells us: ‘O you
who believe! Fasting has been pre-
scribed on you as it has been pre-
scribed on those before you so
that you may attain Allah-con-

sciousness.’ (Quran 2:183)
The Almighty has blessed us to

witness another Ramadaan and
cope with COVID-19.

Allah SWT gave us the oppor-
tunity to spiritually cleanse our-
selves, to draw near to Him, and
to help others.

Allah SWT blessed us, and Eid
is a moment of celebration. It is a
blessed day of eating, connecting
virtually with loved ones, and re-
membering the favours of Allah
upon us: ‘Every nation has its day
of celebration, and this is our day
of celebration.’ (Bukhari)

May we be thankful for the op-
portunity and thankful for seeing
its end. Insha Allah, may we also
be thankful for seeing its fruits in
accepted fasting, prayers and char-
ity. May we see the blessings in
this life and in Paradise!

A blessed Eid mubarak to you
all from the Islamic Relief family!

#WeAreOne

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -
Eid Mubarak from Islamic Relief

(Top) The Prophet (SAW) was reported to have said: ‘I and the person who looks
after an orphan and provides for him, will be in paradise like this (placing his
index and middle finger together).’ Photo SUPPLIED

A Syrian woman overcome by emotion and gratitude as a recipient of the food
programme. Photo SUPPLIED

On behalf Islamic Relief South Africa, we thank our 
donors and supporters for their trust in us during 

this blessed month. 

This year we asked you to feel their pain, today 
we ask you to feel their joy. You answered the 

call to assist families in dire need of help, 
and you gave hope to broken hearts. 
Alhamdulillah.

We are part of one Ummah, we are one 
body, and we believe that our strength 

lies in collective action to make this 
world a better place. 

Jazakallah Khairun for your 
faith in Islamic Relief. 

From all of us at Islamic Relief we wish you

EID MUBARAK!

body, and we believe that our strength 

Islamic Relief teams are on the ground and hard at work to provide essential
emergency food hampers to the Syrian people. Photo SUPPLIED

You were the reason
for their smiles; the

reason a family could
break their fast. And
may Allah make it 
the reason you are
protected in this 
life and the next.
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT
ACCESS to high quality 
education is a right enshrined in
our Constitution.

South Africans rightfully regard
education as an important part of
their lives. Our apartheid past
shows that education was used to
prepare people classified as non-
white for a life less worthy than
others. In the post-apartheid pe-
riod, the right to education has
been seized by all. More children
than ever before are in schools.
This is to be celebrated. It must be
seen as a positive move away from
apartheid.

However, we know that many
children enter school at around
age six but drop out at various
stages of the education system be-
fore they reach matric.

It is here that the South African
National Zakah Fund (Sanzaf),
amongst its other projects, con-
tributes to the lives of families
who would otherwise not be able
to gain access to university be-
cause of financial reasons.

‘Sanzaf,’ says CEO Yasmina
Francke, ‘assists individual fami-
lies such as these to become self-
sufficient through education and
empowerment projects and pro-
grammes facilitated by the organ-
isation.’

As part of Sanzaf’s drive to-
wards self-sufficiency of people, a
unique collaboration began to
take shape in Francke’s mind a
number of years ago. 

‘With Sanzaf being a long-time
supporter and partner with Mus-
lim Views,’ said Sharief Hassan

Palekar, a director of Muslim
Views, ‘we were really open to the
idea of delivering an education
collaboration with Sanzaf that
would inspire young people to
pursue university and other post-
school education.’

Both Sanzaf and Muslim Views
regard education as critical. ‘Our
country faces extremely high levels
of unemployment and significant
skills shortages in a number of in-
dustries,’ says Francke, adding
that ‘Sanzaf supports the belief
that knowledge empowers.’

To this end, the collaboration
that has taken just over two years
to get going, will see two Sanzaf
bursary holders contribute their
writing to the readers of Muslim
Views.

Muslim Views editor, Farid
Sayed, indicates that the collabo-
ration will provide ‘our wide com-
munity readership base an insight
into the personal academic jour-
neys of a group of students. It is a
journey into the world of acade-
mia which our readers will be able
to attach themselves to as it will be
told in the tone and nuances that
the community can identify with.’

One of the features of the col-
laboration is also to provide read-
ers with insights into the
relationship between zakah and
education. ‘We believe that educa-
tion is the key to breaking the
cycle of poverty as it becomes that
enabler in the acquisition of
knowledge and skills,’ says
Francke. ‘Sanzaf therefore utilises
the funds received from the public,
not only to address the high levels
of food insecurity in many of our

communities but also to address
the systemic issues of poverty
which requires more sustainable
solutions which educational pro-
grammes provide.’

More often than not, students
are denied a university or other
tertiary education because of fi-
nancial need. Sanzaf encourages
students to try to secure funding
through the National Student Fi-
nancial Aid Scheme (NSFAS),
which has given a lifeline to thou-
sands of deserving students who
would otherwise never have been
able to enter university. Thou-
sands of students fulfil the regis-
tration requirements of
universities but a large percentage
of poor students cannot afford the
fees and other living costs.

Sanzaf Western Cape Regional
Manager, Shaikh Shafiek
Barendse, says that the students
supported by Sanzaf ‘must be stu-
dents who are deserving of the
bursary’. He says that ‘their aca-
demic performance must be out-
standing’. Further, he says that
students who apply for bursaries
must show that they ‘have the de-
sire, discipline and commitment to
achieve excellence’. Students ‘must
be able to work towards achieving
and accomplishing their
goals/what they studied for. The
students must be committed in
their studies and willing to accom-
plish their goals’, says Barendse.

The collaboration with Muslim
Views takes the relationship be-
tween Sanzaf as bursary provider,
and the students as bursary hold-
ers, to a new level. ‘This collabo-
ration with Muslim Views will

provide these postgraduate stu-
dents with a platform to showcase
their experience and the outcomes
of their studies through the year,’
says Francke. ‘It is partly a moti-
vation and an inspiration to others
but also an insight into topics of
interest, particularly in respect of
the socio-economic environment
in which Sanzaf delivers on its
mandate.’

Mahmood Sanglay, also a di-
rector of Muslim Views, highlights
the fact that ‘there is significant
convergence between the audience
of Sanzaf and that of Muslim
Views’. ‘Sanzaf’s donors and ben-
eficiaries on the one hand,’ says
Sanglay, ‘and the readers and ad-
vertisers of Muslim Views on the
other, have shared beliefs, values
and attitudes. The collaboration
offers Muslim Views an opportu-
nity to speak to the Sanzaf audi-
ence about the value of research,
the search for knowledge and re-
porting to the community on rele-
vant social issues.’

In keeping with the idea of the
collaboration also increasing the
community’s appreciation of the
purpose of zakah, Francke notes:
‘The ultimate goal is to transition
a zakah beneficiary to a zakah
payer which essentially is about
breaking the cycle of poverty and
instilling a sense of achievement
and hope that permeates through
that family, into the community
and becomes a self-fulfilling real-
ity.’

The social impact of zakah on
empowering communities and in-
dividuals is taken up by Sayed.
‘Our vision as Muslim Views is to

collaborate with like-minded or-
ganisations, among which Sanzaf
has an established record, to
jointly make a meaningful impact
in the pursuit of the universal val-
ues of social justice.’

This broad-ranging impact is
further identified by Francke.
‘Sanzaf supports the belief that
knowledge is empowering, and
with the zakah and all forms of
sadaqah received from the South
African community, we are able to
provide that necessary access to fi-
nancial support for tertiary educa-
tion to those who are unable to
afford this.’ This support from the
South African public, adds
Barendse, ‘allows Sanzaf to pro-
vide our bursary holders with ca-
reer guidance, psycho-social
support, mentorship programmes,
skills assessment and/or aptitude
tests. This gives opportunities to
students who need guidance and
support in managing the various
stresses and challenges that go
with tertiary studies’. ‘Having
walked the road with many stu-
dents from the beginning of their
learning journey, it is only appro-
priate that we continue this path
with them as they push forward to
be the best in their class,’ says
Francke.

Sanglay notes, ‘Sanzaf post-
graduate bursary holders are a
rich resource for original content
that may be published in Muslim
Views. The collaboration is there-
fore consistent with the vision of
Muslim Views to be a successful
media company with the objective
of serving the public interest
through journalism.’

Walking with students on their learning journeys
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SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS
FOR more than 46 years, Sanzaf
has been effectively collecting
and distributing zakaah, fitrah
and fidyah to the needy.

Thank you for helping us ‘do
more’ this Ramadaan as we con-
tinued to serve humanity in this
holy month.

All through the Western Cape,
our dedicated staff and loyal vol-
unteers worked hard to ensure
that we provided iftaar to over
500 000 individuals, distributed
over 7 000 pre-Ramadaan grocery
hampers and have run various
other development, awareness and
daily welfare consultations across
the province.

The organisation called out to
the public to ‘do more’ this Ra-
madaan and, by the grace of God,
the public heeded that call. In ad-
dition, our offices nationwide dis-
tributed over 27 000 fitrah food
hampers across South Africa, 20
000 of those being distributed to
needy families in the Western
Cape before the day of Eid.

Fitrah or Zakat al-Fitr, is the
special obligatory alms paid by all
Muslims at the end of the Ra-
madaan fasting month with the
purpose of ensuring that no Mus-
lim goes hungry on the celebratory
day of Eid.

A big portion of the zakaah col-
lected during Ramadaan will be
distributed through various proj-
ects and programmes throughout
the year. Many of these projects,

such as the Sanzaf Education, Em-
powerment and Development Pro-
gramme (SEED), focus on
sustainability with the end-goal to
break the cycle of poverty by pro-
viding the tools and interventions
recipients require to better their
situation and become contributing
members of society.

By empowering others, it injects
uplifting resources back into the
community, offers long-term op-
portunity and gives joy to those in
the darkest moments of their de-
spair. This is the true essence of
our work, an organisation of
hope, making an impact and a
tangible difference in the lives of
those in need.

And that, surely, is the biggest
focus of all for this Ramadaan –
doing more with all that the
Almighty has blessed us with.

The poor and the aggrieved
should be comforted by the wealth
of others, knowing that at the end
of the holy month, the holders of
this trust given to them by God,
and by God alone, will redistrib-
ute some of it and help them.

Through strategic partnerships
and established networks, Sanzaf
is able to strengthen the effective-
ness of the work we do.

We salute organisations such
the Saabri & Ashrafi Relief Fund
and the Greater Athlone Volunteer

Group for their ongoing support
during Ramadaan.

A heartfelt thank you to our
stakeholders, volunteers and, most
importantly, donors whose contri-
butions allow us to serve human-
ity.

May we make the most of these
blessed days by spending them
with those close and dear to us.

A blessed Eid mubarak to one
and all!

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -
Thank you for heeding our call to ‘do more’ this Ramadaan

Sanzaf hosted a Ladies Pre-Ramadaan qirah programme to usher in the holy
month of Ramadaan at Siddique Masjid, in Elsies River. The all-female team is
part of the Sanzaf Tarbieyah Programme, and classes are held at the Sanzaf 
offices throughout the year. Both Fayruz Mohamed, Sanzaf national chairperson,
and Yasmina Francke were in attendance, and offered words of inspiration to the
audience. Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS

Preparing a hearty meal for the 
faithful: with the continued support
from the community, Sanzaf aims to
serve 500 000 people at iftaar through
partnerships with over 150 local
masaajid and community 
organisations throughout South
Africa. An additional 500 000 meals
will be served through food 
programmes.

Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS

Members of the Greater Athlone 
Volunteer Group (GAVG) swiftly 
prepare for Operation Fitrah. Over the
years, the GAVG has partnered with
Sanzaf, which enables the 
organisation to accomplish goals that
could not be achieved alone.

Photo SANZAF COMMUNICATIONS
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SHAFIQ MORTON
IN 1967, when the world was in
the middle of a cold war between
the capitalist West and the 
communist East, John Lennon of
the Beatles penned a song 
entitled ‘All you need is love’. Its
chorus was: All you need is
love/�All you need is love/�All
you need is love, love/�Love is all
you need.

Lennon was touching on a cen-
tral nerve of the 60s zeitgeist. It
was a nervous time, when world
leaders had red phones on their
desks capable of triggering mutual
nuclear holocausts, and when hip-
pie anti-war protestors were put-
ting flowers into the gun barrels of
riot police.

While Lennon’s song went on
to become a hit (of the non-nu-
clear kind), he did not define what
kind of love the world needed. Ul-
timately, it was rock-pop or, as a
critic would declare: a good idea,
for sure, but going nowhere.

This is why Shaikh Ismail
Londt’s exquisite offering, What
the Qur’an says about Love, and
how the Prophet Muhammad
(SAW) modelled it, takes on such
extra significance today. Indeed,
the cold war may be over but
xenophobia, Islamophobia, cli-
mate change, extremism, eco-
nomic hardship and COVID-19

are our contemporary challenges.
And while politicians fret about

self-enrichment, and governments
ignore the poor, we as Muslims
have a source of immeasurable

wealth in our midst; it is a living
entity that has a conversation with
us daily. Its melodious words offer
us timeless advice, comfort and
calmness amidst the noise of the

21st century. Of course, I am
talking about the Quran.

As a hafidh ul-Quran, a di-
rector of the DU (Development
and Upliftment) Centre, and as
an imam at Auwal Mosque,
Shaikh Ismail Londt needs no
introduction to the community.
His wonderful voice has been
heard not only in the masjid but
on the radio waves and at social
functions. But now, he has put
his voice to the printed page.

Beautifully illustrated with
an emphasis on green, the
favourite colour of the Prophet
(SAW), Shaikh Londt has writ-
ten a book for young and old in
an accessible and easily read-
able form.

As he says in his introduc-
tion, ‘A Muslim believes that
the only path to success is
through the Holy Quran,’
adding that he has used a the-
matic approach with love at the
centre.

Indeed, it is love that drives
this humble but superbly pro-
duced book. For just over 100
pages, we are taken through
love as a central ethos of deen,
the way of being a Muslim.

Each page begins with a
Quranic or Prophetic principle
(expressed in a few words) fol-
lowed by a brief Quranic reference
or hadith.

And this becomes the joy of the
journey. What the Quran says
about Love, and how the Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) modelled it, is
one of those ideal bedside books.
We can savour each quote at our
leisure or we can comfortably read
the book in one sitting. Ideal for
all ages, even teaching our
younger ones, Shaikh Ismail Londt
has done the ummah a great serv-
ice.

What the Quran says about
Love, and how the Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) modelled it,
should be in every home.

Published by Awqaf SA and the
DU Centre, proceeds from sales of
the book will go into a fund sup-
porting the DU.
For more information visit the
DU Centre’s Online Shop:
www.theducentre.co.za/shop or
contact 076 650 777.

What the Qur’an says about love

info@awqafsa.org.za

Wishing you and your family a blessed 

We thank you for supporting the 

Prophetic system of Waqf.

 IGNITE YOUR ETERNAL CONNECTION WITH 

ALLAH BY REVIVING THE SUNNAH OF WAQF
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FATIMA ALLIE
HAJJ: The Timeless Journey
forms part of The Shanaaz
Parker Legacy Projects and aims
to send selected South African
pilgrims on an all-expenses paid,
fard Hajj.

Shanaaz Parker is remembered
as a food stylist, chef, author, en-
trepreneur, and radio and televi-
sion personality. Her brainchild,
Hajj: The Timeless Journey, com-
menced in 2006 through her cook
book, Indulge.

Shanaaz, with partners Ra-
madaan Kareem, Muslim Views
and various other sponsors and

donors successfully selected 10 pil-
grims from all over South Africa,
to realise their dream to perform
their fard Hajj.

They were Fatima Mali (WC),
Achmat Petersen (WC), Rabia
Amier (KZN), Haroon Rashid and
Shariffa Khan (KZN), Omar and
Fatima Osman (KZN), Hajira
Davids (GP), Sarah Bibi Ramzan
(GP) and Shenaz Banu Randieree
(GP). This project stayed with
Shanaaz and whenever she
thought of it, she got goosebumps,
and her heart and soul would be at
peace. Before Shanaaz returned to
Allah, in November 2020, her last
wish was for the continuation of

Hajj: The Timeless Journey to
send deserving pilgrims on their
fard Hajj in 2022.

This is to be realised through
the sales of her cook books, Fu-
sion, Indulge, Innovativ’ and the
eight books of the Indulge Recipe
Collection. Her daughter, Rehana
Parker Sayed, is leading this proj-
ect. Hajj: The Timeless Journey
has now become a community
outreach initiative. From the sales
of these books, we will be realising
the Hajj dreams of those less for-
tunate. All net proceeds raised
from the sale of the books will be
used to finance the Hajj of a num-
ber of deserving pilgrims who are

unable to afford the costs of this
sacred journey. The more sales we
receive, the more worthy recipi-
ents will be able to undertake this
fifth pillar of Islam.

A set of four Indulge Recipe
Collection books can be purchased
for R99 from the following out-
lets: Big Boy Crockery (Lans-
downe); Sawants Creations
(Rylands); Chickro (Grassy Park
and Parow); Spar Stores (Krom-
boom, Ottery, Grassy Park,
Groote Schuur, Kensington,
Strandfontein); Rehana Parker
Sayed on 083 4444 342.

The selection panel of Hajj: The
Timeless Journey consists of a

group of community members
with specific skill sets: Moulana
Mukaddam, Achmat Jacobs,
Awatief Daniels, Munier Parker,
Kariem Badroedien, Mahmood
Sanglay, Rushni Allie and Fatima
Allie.

It is the task of this panel to se-
lect deserving community mem-
bers who qualify for their fard
Hajj but are not financially by the
means to embark on this sacred
journey of Hajj. This project is in
proud partnership with Muslim
Views and Radio 786.

‘Hajj is Allah’s Gift’: remembering and honouring a legacy

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26
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With the sight of the new moon, Ramadaan has come to an end.  

May Allah (SWA) grant you the Tawfeeq to apply the gems of wisdom  
from Ramadaan into our daily lives. 

Happy Eid-ul-Fitr Mubarak.

With the sight of the new moon, Ramadaan has come to an end. 
May Allah (SWA) grant you the Tawfeeq to apply the gems of wisdom  

from Ramadaan into our daily lives. 
Happy Eid-ul-Fitr Mubarak.

ZEENAT MOOSA HASSAN
AFTER joyous Eid celebrations,
South Africans are battening
down the hatches and preparing
for the onslaught of winter.

If you are looking forward to
spending the chilly winter nights
under a warm blanket, in front of
a crackling fire and drinking hot
soup then count yourself lucky. In
Cape Town alone, hundreds of
thousands of vulnerable people
living on the streets and in infor-
mal settlements simply don’t have
that luxury.

Instead, people like Soekina
Newman will go through the
bone-chilling winter with nothing
to eat and nothing to keep warm.
The 62-year-old cancer sufferer
absolutely dreads the winter and
the damage it causes to both her
health and her dilapidated one-
bedroom shack.

The flimsy structure is made
from freezing cold zinc, is uninsu-
lated, has no electricity and offers
little protection from the harsh
winter elements. As night falls and
temperatures plummet, Soekina
must walk out in the cold just to
use the communal bathroom, sit-
uated on the other side of the in-
formal settlement in Hout Bay.

The worst part is when her
threadbare clothes and possessions
get drenched in a deluge of rain-
water, which floods her home. It
happens almost every winter, and
the wet clothes make her even

more cold and worsens her health.
‘I cannot afford cancer treatment
but I try to keep myself warm dur-
ing winter. I can’t remember the
last time I had a nice, full meal,’
she says.

Soekina’s story is by no means
the only one. Nearly every street
corner and every informal settle-
ment across South Africa has an-
other person just like Soekina
battling to survive the brutal cold
with nowhere else to go.

It really doesn’t have to be this
way.

At Muslim Hands, we don’t be-
lieve that anyone should be left
out in the cold this winter. We
think that the battle to survive
winter is one we should share in,
and thanks to your generous sup-
port, our winter appeal has al-
ready benefitted more than 25 000
disadvantaged people.

But the fight is far from over,
and this year, we are gearing up
for one of our toughest winters
ever. Our teams are working tire-
lessly to provide thick blankets,
warm clothes, winter fuel and hot,

nutritious meals to many of the
country’s 200 000 plus homeless
people, some of whom have been
living on the streets for an entire
lifetime.

For others though, this will be
their first time experiencing a win-
ter out in the cold, having been
plunged into deeper depths of
poverty thanks to the coronavirus
pandemic.

By supporting our Out in the
Cold Winter Appeal, you can help
ensure that many of our fellow
South Africans are fed and kept

warm so they can at least have a
better chance of surviving another
winter, Insha Allah.

Your donations will help pro-
vide critical winter supplies, in-
cluding blankets and food – the
very essentials to help warm the
bodies and hearts of the most de-
serving in our community. They,
too, deserve a chance to be warm
and protected this winter.

Visit muslimhands.co.za to sup-
port our Out in the Cold Winter
Appeal today or call the office on
021 633 6413.

- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -
Share your warmth this winter with Muslim Hands

Soekina Newman’s flimsy zinc shack barely provides here with any protection
against the brutal winter winds and rain. Photo SUPPLIED

Those living on the streets and in informal settlements often dread winter, and
many will not survive to see another. With your support we can change that.

Photo SUPPLIED
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ADIEL ISMAIL
OF all the books of the 
Abrahamic faiths, i.e. Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam, the
Quran is the ‘newest’ and the
only book that is still in the
same, unaltered form.

Retaining the Quran in its orig-
inal, Arabic form has the advan-
tage that its ayahs can be
reinterpreted today – almost a mil-
lennium-and-a-half after its reve-
lation – based on the acquisition
of new knowledge and, impor-
tantly, to give true meaning to its
message revealed more than 1 440
years ago.

Ayahs 19 to 22 of Surah Ar-
Rahmaan, in the Quran, accord-
ing to Yusuf Ali’s translation state:
‘He has let free the two bodies of
flowing water, meeting together.
Between them is a barrier which
they do not transgress. Then
which of the favours of your Lord
will ye deny? Out of them come
pearls and coral.’

The first two ayahs above have
often been interpreted to refer to
the meeting of two oceans, such as
at Cape Agulhas, where the Indian
and Atlantic oceans converge or
the meeting of the Pacific and the
Atlantic oceans. It is argued that
the waters of these oceans do not
mix due to their different densities,
which may show as different
colour hues.

There may be another interpre-
tation of these ayahs, though.
Pearl diving off the coast of
Bahrain has been practised for
many centuries. The methods em-
ployed by the traditional pearl
divers are quite interesting.

The pearl divers set out on
small boats referred to as a ‘jal-
ibut’ and remain at sea for up to
30 days. To sustain themselves
during this long period on the
open sea, they catch fish for food.
Fresh water is, however, a problem
as the boats are too small to load
sufficient fresh water for the entire
crew of twenty or more for this
long period at sea.

Many centuries ago, the pearl
divers discovered fresh underwater
springs off the coast of Bahrain.
By passing down knowledge over
the generations, the pearl divers
know the locations of the various
freshwater springs spewing under
the salty sea. Whenever they need
fresh water, they proceed to the lo-
cation of the nearest underwater
spring.

A pearl diver wears no diving
gear except ear stoppers of
beeswax and a bone clip to close
his nostrils. the diver submerges
with a deflated goatskin bag, div-
ing down about 50 feet to the
freshwater spring at the bottom of
the salty sea. The diver fills the
goatskin bag with fresh water,
which is then brought up to the
boat.

Historians believe that the pres-
ence of fresh water beneath the
salty sea accounts for the name
Bahrain itself – an Arabic word
meaning ‘two seas’, based on an
ancient assumption that there was
another sea beneath the seabed.

It has long been regarded that
the world’s best pearls come from
the Persian Gulf, near the Gulf of
Oman, especially around Bahrain.
The secret to the special lustre of
the Persian pearls comes from the
mixing of fresh and saltwater
around the island (the freshwater
coming from the underwater
springs). Pearls are generally not
found at convergence points of the
oceans, which supports the view
that ayahs 19 and 20 in Surah Ar-
Rahmaan, as quoted, may refer to
submerged freshwater springs off
the coast of Bahrain. The most
compelling justification for this in-
terpretation lies in ayah 22 of
Surah Ar-Rahmaan, i.e., ‘Out of
them come pearls and coral.’

In conclusion, the preservation
of the Quran in its original, Arabic
form, in addition to the knowl-
edge about the underwater springs
off the coast of Bahrain, enabled a
completely new meaning to be as-
cribed to ayahs 19 to 22 of Surah
Ar-Rahmaan, more than 1 440
years after the revelation of the
Quran. This interpretation ap-
pears to accurately account for the
references to pearls and coral in
the surah. Allahu a’lam (Allah
knows best).
More details of the pearl diving
can be found at
https://archive.aramcoworld.com/
issue/196406/land.of.the.two.seas
.htm

Another look at the reference to ‘a barrier’ in Surah Ar-Rahmaan

Pearl divers in Bahrain spend up to 30 days at sea on a jalibut and get fresh water from underwater springs off the coast of
Bahrain. Photo SHUTTERSTOCK
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Phone: +27-21-638 5137 
Fax: +27-21-638 3900 

Email: sales@easipack.co.za 

8 Pleasant way,  
Athlone Industria, 
Cape Town, South Africa 
7764 

Manufacturers and Distributors of: 

Plastic  Bags, Tubing, Sheeting Bubble Wrap 

EasiGrip bags (re-sealable bags)  Aerothene 

Polypropylene - Bags, Sheeting Adhesive tapes - Various 

Shrink wrap Corrugated Board and Cartons 

Pizza and Cake boxes Twines 

Sock and Shirt Insert boards Strapping 

Pallet Wrap Hand Sealers, Tape Dispensers 

 
HACCP  

CERTIFIED 

It is the task of this panel to select
deserving community members who
qualify for their fard Hajj but are
not financially by the means to em-
bark on this sacred journey of Hajj.
This project is in proud partnership
with Muslim Views and Radio 786.

The nomination process and
more information will follow in the
next edition of Muslim Views, on
Radio 786 and on the Facebook and
Instagram pages of ‘The Shanaaz
Parker Legacy Projects’. The panel
will also engage with Sahuc for guid-
ance regarding the accreditation
process.

One of the 10 hujaaj who per-
formed their fard Hajj in 2006, is
Fatima Mali and I had the honour

and privilege of interviewing this 66-
year-old mother and grandmother
from Crossroads. Uncle Ismail gra-
ciously brought her to the Mowzer’s
home, in Murton Road, where the
interview took place.

Fatima was nominated by her
employer, Mehrun Bana, who was a
mother and a sister to her. She says
that Mehrun Bana was a straightfor-
ward person who always spoke her
mind, and through their interac-
tions, Fatima embraced Islam. Four
of her five children have subse-
quently embraced Islam.

When asked about her nomina-
tion and selection, Fatima humbly
said that as a 51-year-old mother,
she was excited and scared at the
same time. As a domestic worker in
the home of Mehrun Bana, she ex-
perienced love, kindness and the im-

portance of making duah.
She continued to say with a smile

on her radiant face: ‘Even though I
did not have any money and it was
only a dream to go for Hajj, Allah
gave me my dream. Hajj is Allah’s
gift.’

At this point in the interview, we
had to pause because Fatima became
very emotional. She spoke about the
trusted friendship between Mehrun
Bana and Shanaaz Parker, how she
loved both of them dearly and how,
so shortly after each other, they
passed away.

With tears rolling down her
cheeks, she reached for a tissue and
said that she could not believe that
Mehrun Bana passed away in No-
vember, and Shanaaz in December
of 2020. It was a shock and sadness
that she is still feeling today.

After she regained her compo-
sure, Fatima continued her story of
how she had said goodbye to her
young children, how she cried when
she stood in front of the kabr of our
Nabi (SAW) and how she had trem-
bled when she donned her ihraam.

She related how her whole body
shook and she gasped for breath
when she saw the Kaabah for the
first time, when she stood on Arafah
and cried: ‘Allah I am here. You
called for me Allah and I am here.
Me Fatima, I am here Allah!’

It is 15 years later and she is still
living and breathing her Hajj. Her
message to those who have made
their niyyah for Hajj but who are
not financially able to, is this: ‘Make
duah to Allah. Allah hears you.
Place your trust in Allah. Allah
knows best. Hajj is Allah’s gift.’

Fatima Mali was one of the ten hujaaj
who performed the fard Hajj as a 
beneficiary of the ‘Hajj: The Timeless
Journey’ project.

Photo FATIMA ALLIE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23
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SALIEGH SALAAM

Old Mutual (pioneers in ethical in-
vesting) and Al Baraka Bank 

(pioneers in Islamic Finance) have
worked together to combine the
principles of ethical and shariah 
investing, creating our joint 
investment: The Old Mutual Al
Baraka Shari’ah Funds.

IN March 2020, we launched the
Old Mutual Albaraka Income Fund.
This fund has delivered above-infla-
tion returns since its inception (as at
December 2020).

This income fund is the fourth in
our Shari’ah suite of funds, compris-
ing:

Old Mutual Albaraka Income
Fund; Old Mutual Albaraka Bal-
anced Fund; Old Mutual Albaraka
Equity Fund; and Old Mutual
Global Islamic Equity fund.

Growth of sukuk
Our shariah funds are invested in

Islamic bonds or sukuks, an Arabic
word that means ‘certificates’. 

Unlike bonds that indicate a debt
obligation, a sukuk offers the holder
ownership of a physical asset.

Another way to look at a sukuk
is to think of it as a share certificate
in an unlisted joint venture, for ex-
ample, a wind or solar farm.

Sukuks are priced according to
the value of the physical assets as
well as the credit rating. The sukuk
will increase in value when the assets
increase in value, whereas profits
from bonds correspond to a fixed in-
terest rate or credit rating.

According to Refinitiv (one of the

world’s largest providers of financial
markets data and infrastructure),
sukuks were launched in several
non-Muslim countries in 2020, in-
cluding Hong Kong, Luxembourg,
South Africa (the Old Mutual Al-
baraka Income Fund), Senegal and
the United Kingdom.

They conclude that the growth
has been aided by the continued in-
novation in sukuks, keeping up with
digital innovations which has seen
an introduction of green, blockchain
and inflation-linked sukuks.

The important link 
between ethical and ESG investing

Shariah investing principles have
historically been interpreted by

scholars to determine what the min-
imum standards are that an invest-
ment must satisfy to meet the
requirements of Islamic law.

Our investment approach incor-
porates the higher purposes and ob-
jectives of Islamic law by actively
incorporating ESG principles and
United Nations Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (UNSDGs), sharing
common values with the higher ob-
jectives of Islamic law, which,
amongst others, seeks the preserva-
tion and protection of life, resources
and the environment.

Shariah: the value of aligning investments with purpose

CONTINUED ON PAGE 29
Saliegh Salaam. Photo SUPPLIED
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PENNY APPEAL 
CORRESPONDENT

THE month of Ramadaan is a
month of special significance for
Muslims around the world; for
many it is the most precious month
of the year. It is a month in which
the devout fast from 
before sunrise to sunset, spending
their nights bowing in humble
servitude to their Lord.

Allah says in the noble Quran: ‘O
you who believe! Fasting is pre-
scribed for you as it was prescribed
for those before you that you may
become al-muttaqun (the pious).’
(Quran 2:183)

Ramadaan is not just about fast-
ing and prayer. There are five pillars
that form the core beliefs of Islam,
fasting and prayer being two and the
third being to give alms to the needy.
In Ramadaan, charitable giving in-
tensifies, and Penny Appeal South
Africa is there to make light work of
discharging the charity.

Penny Appeal South Africa is a
relief and development organisation
that has been operating in South
Africa since 2018. We live in a world
of inequality, where many of our
brothers and sisters live in abject

poverty and need our help. Their vi-
sion is to build a sustainable world
through empowered people and
strong communities, creating a bet-
ter life and a better world for all.

The month of Ramadaan is al-
ways a busy time for Penny Appeal
South Africa and the need has
greatly intensified with COVID-19
now adding to the woes of the im-
poverished.

There is much to do to help those
in need, and team orange exert
themselves and push the boundaries
of their capabilities in Ramadaan to
try and make the month a better one
for the less fortunate.

Ramadaan was at its half-way
mark and they had already spread
waves of change in disadvantaged
communities, sharing the love and
sharing the blessings.

Millions are starving around the
world, which is why the Feed our
World project is so important.
Through it, Penny Appeal South
Africa provides nutritious meals to
impoverished families to try and
combat the hunger crisis.

Through Feed our World, they
have provided over 7 500 food
packs to families in need, that’s more
than 35 000 people provided with

food that will sustain them for a
month. Their food packs have
reached people in Durban, in areas
such as Chatsworth, Kenville, Mar-
ianhill, Wentworth, Inanda and
Amaoti.

In Johannesburg, the packs were
distributed in Laudium, Bosmont,
Yeoville and Lenasia, and in Cape
Town, distributions were done in
Valhalla Park, Ocean View and Hei-
develd.

The Thirst Relief project aims to
provide clean water to communities
that face difficulties obtaining a
clean water source.

Many of them are forced to use
contaminated water, which spreads
disease and causes deaths that could
easily have been prevented.

Through Thirst Relief, they have
built 23 deep water wells in Malawi,
Zimbabwe, South Africa and
Bangladesh.

Every drop of this clean, precious
resource is now available at the turn
of a handle and will reduce the risk
of illness in these communities.

On average, 5 700 children be-
come orphans every day and are
often left with no-one to care for
them. Through their child support
initiatives, Penny Appeal sponsors

orphans in need, caring for their
basic needs.

They provide them with a good
education, clothing, food, shelter
and the care of a dedicated foster
mother.

This Ramadaan, 150 orphans
were sponsored, changing the lives
of these vulnerable children for the
better and providing them with a fu-
ture that now shines bright.

The Mosque Project refurbishes
mosques and Islamic centres across
South Africa, making these places of
worship and learning centres a com-
fortable space to which the devout
and the student can come to drink
from the fountains of Islam.

The Mosque Project has seen
four mosques refurbished, and the
improvements made benefitted
devotees during the blessed month
and long after.

All children love to receive gifts,
and the Eid Dream pack is just that.
It is a lovely gift provided to a child
from a home in which their parents
cannot afford to spoil them for Eid.
At Penny Appeal, they want all chil-
dren to share in the joy and excite-
ment of Eid and, this year, 250
children from disadvantaged com-
munities received a wonderful sur-

prise in the form of the Eid Dream
packs.

Behind every success there is a
strong team but behind that team
are the unsung heroes who make
this work possible – the donors.

Penny Appeal South Africa
would like to thank their donors for
all the support shown throughout
the years that have made it possible
to serve communities and change
lives. This work could never be done
without donors and they pray that
the Almighty continuously showers
His mercy and blessings on the self-
less individuals who give towards
these worthy causes.

Penny Appeal – sharing the love this Ramadaan

During the blessed month of 
Ramadaan, Penny Appeal shared the
love through projects like Feed our
World. They distributed 7 500 
nutritious food packs, each of which
would last a family for the whole
month. Photo SUPPLIED
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Visit www.alljoy.co.za for more information about ALLJOY FOODS and our product range. Tel: +27 11 948 9949/50  |  Fax: +27 11 948 8059 | sales@dursots.com | customerservice@dursots.com

We go beyond the literal mean-
ing of the law, raising the bar to in-
corporate the purposes and
objectives behind shariah, integrat-

ing both shariah standards and
ESG principles into our investment
process.

The wealth created from this in-
vestment approach is also shared
with disadvantaged communities in
support of UNSDGs.

Addressing social issues
Old Mutual and Al Baraka part-

nered with The South African Mus-
lim Charitable Trust (SAMCT) in
2008 to act as a conduit for the
provision of funding assets, services
and other resources to approved

public benefit organisations. Funds
are distributed to improve the
health and development of people,
irrespective of race or religion.
Saliegh Salaam is a portfolio 
manager at Old Mutual 
Investment Group.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 27
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MAHMOOD SANGLAY
NUJMOONNISA Parker has
published her third edition of
Kokni Delights. She sees it as
part of an effort to preserve the 
richness of a well-established
Kokni culture.

In her work, author Nujmoon-
nisa Parker draws on the wisdom
and experience of real people, lo-
cally and abroad, who have of-
fered valuable advice since the
publication of her successful first
two editions in 2009 and 2011, re-
spectively.

The source of most of her

recipes, she says, is family and
friends, particularly those in the
villages and towns of Kokan.

Kokni culture and cuisine is a
phenomenon that is both indige-
nous to India and part of local
communities in many parts of the
world.

Nujmoonnisa asserts that, like
all cuisines, Kokni food finds ap-
peal across religious and ethnic
boundaries.

The author’s focus is on the
preservation of authentic Kokni
cuisine, although there is an ele-
ment of fusion in some of the
recipes.

She received numerous requests
to include not only main course
meals but also desserts.

Nujmoonnisa reciprocated by
responding to a captive audience,
including younger cooks, ‘newly-
weds and for those who have lost
the art of Kokni cooking’.

Among the unique features of
Kokni cuisine is its basic reliance
on local produce and its largely
dairy-free ingredients.

Ground harvested coconut,
rice, lentils, onions, potatoes and
red chillies are among the common
produce that feature in the book.
Nujmoonnisa conducted extensive

research and chose recipes that are
easy and practical.

The author explains the ingre-
dients of vegetarian, seafood,
poultry and red meat main
courses, as well as the  savouries,
sweetmeats and puddings.

Her method focuses on the
meticulous kind of detail that sim-
plifies the process, even the type of
utensils needed for best results.
The 109-page publication is
available at local spice shops and
Islamic wear stores.
It may also be obtained from the
author at 084 240 9635 or via
email koknidelightssa@gmail.com

Kokni Delights sees third edition
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THE earth on the north road to Namibia
is barren, brown and dusty. Suddenly, the
world changes, your eyes are flooded with
colour, riotous, bright, bold and surreal;
the Namaqualand flowers are in bloom.

The rains had triggered this palette of na-
ture. The resting bulbs and seed are starting
new life, new generations of their species.
They need assistance in their race to assure
the future.

Flowers with brightly coloured petals
and leaves are the bait to attract pollinating
insects. Insects crawl over the flowers to
feast on new food for strength and to pro-
create the next generation. They have done
so for millions of years. Ask the bees.

Bees fly straight to nectar-nirvana when

attracted by intense-coloured flowers. They
feast on sweet nectar in the flower calyx.
And when they slurp up the nectar, their
bodies and leg hairs scrape pollen off the
flower’s pollen-bearing male stamens.

At the next flower, pollen is deposited on
the female stigmas to fertilise the nascent
seeds that will later be contained in fruits for
man and birds to feed and spread.

Without bees, we would be poorer and
starve. So, our life cycle is dependent on the
bees that feed on the nectar of fruit trees
with brightly coloured flowers that attract
them.

In their life cycle, bees need to make
honey to feed the large queen bee, forever
busy laying a myriad eggs. The hatchlings
are ravenous for sustenance. The bees also

exude wax from their bodies to build the
honey comb used to store honey and house
the young fledglings till they can fly.

The honeycomb has to be protected from
other intruding insects and predacious man.
The bee’s work is never done.

Incidentally, some time ago, I was driving
with a slightly open car window. A bee flew
right into my ear canal. I was stung. Not
knowing what it was, I tried to remove the
insect. That made it worse. The pain inten-
sified by the minute.

I diverted my journey straight to a local
emergency service. Bee stings can be fatal if
you’re allergic, and I have many allergies.
The attending doctor was cold, inconsider-
ate, couldn’t care less; didn’t even give me
anything for the intense pain. I developed an
abscess in my ear.

Red, blue and yellow are primary
colours. Using these three colours (and a lit-
tle black) you can make millions of other
colours. Red, cyan (blue) and yellow are the
coloured inks in your home printers.

When primary colours are placed next to
one another, both will appear brighter to
your eyes. You will be attracted to these
colours. This is important in commerce. In
supermarkets you will be lured by certain
colours. Darks push you back. Its surreal
but true. I remember well that a certain food
chain had its logos and adverts in bright red
and intense blue on a white background.
They did well.

In newspaper adverts, your eyes got fixed
onto their adverts before you would carry
on reading the newspaper text. Suddenly,
some avant-garde decorators decided to use
a pale insipid blue and white decor scheme.
Now, your eyes skimmed over the page to
the newspaper text, and not the advert.

The store decor walls were painted in
dull, unattractive, brownish hues. Formerly,
overhead aisle signage, using white boards
with blue text, were easy to read. The new

beige-coloured minute signage boards were
attached to low-down shelves. It was colour
poison. And, it caused confusion and chaos.

Aggravating this insipid decor, the over-
head lighting was dull fluorescent tube of
low wattage. The result was disastrous.
Sales went down. But, sales boomed at a
nearly well-lit store with bright green sig-
nage and decor.

Modern cuisine has gone through many
phases, from deadly dull to sprightly colour-
ful and designer panache.

Sometimes, the gastronomic surreal-
coloured designs are so beautiful that it
makes you feel that by eating it, you are des-
ecrating a culinary work of art. Of course,
eating these dishes in a black-walled restau-
rant by candle-light is counterproductive.

In the art world, the use of colour is para-
mount. When you enter an art gallery, do
your eyes lock onto a bunch of dark,
deadly-dull medieval paintings or a small
surreal abstract painting flashing red, yellow
and blue?

That is the power of colour. Nature
knows that. Animals attract sexual partners
with colour displays. And that says it all.
Old ‘Art’s for All’ columns can be viewed
at: www.artsforall.co.za

When primary colours are placed
next to one another, both will appear
brighter to your eyes, writes 
DR M C D’ARCY.

Art’s for All

Surreal colours – feasts for the mind

A swirling calla saturated with sunshine-yellow
from my garden. Photo M C D’ARCY

A surreal, punch-you-in the eye, pink calla lily from my garden. Photo M C D’ARCY

A Japanese chrysanthemum in pastel that 
whispers, not surreally shouts.

Photo M C D’ARCY
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Every year we distribute warm nutritious meals and blankets to 
more than 1500 vulnerable people living in and around Cape Town. 
Most cannot afford to buy warm clothes, food, basic hygiene  
products or electricity and are at risk of contracting  
hypothermia and pneumonia, which can be deadly.

NPO: 005-997 /PBO: 930019033

SOUTH AFRICA

UT IN THE

COLD
A Warm Blanket 
and Warm Meal  
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Blanket 

R250

SPREAD WARMTH THIS WINTER

THE sacred time of Jumuah is a
pause from the challenges and 
afflictions of daily life. It is an
opportunity to recharge our 
commitments to goodness and
fellowship.

A devastating fire swept
through the mountainous parts of
Cape Town in mid-April, forcing
those affected to move out of
harm’s way.

Plant and mountain ecologies
were eviscerated.

Buildings, pathways, educa-
tional infrastructure and people
were engulfed in fire and smoke.

Precious built infrastructures
were destroyed, and the wide and
rapid spread of the fire forced
thousands of students and resi-
dents to evacuate their residences.

Looking at pictures of the deci-
mation of parts of the University
of Cape Town’s library was
painful and heart aching. City cit-
izens expressed outpourings of
grief.

Many Capetonians have a
quizzical relation with the city and
its surroundings. We are simulta-
neously alienated from the city

while basking in its majesty and
rich environmental ecologies.

Many never feel part of the
city’s ownership, uncomfortable
with the extremes between the
comforts of suburban life and the
racialised poverty in the town-
ships.

Yet, the devastation associated
with the fires caused us to inter-
rupt this narrative, momentarily,
inciting an imagination of urban
life based on fellowship and fair-
ness.

The devastation wreaked by the
fire softened our repose just
enough to imagine a more hu-
mane, fairer city.

We anticipate similar joined-up
rapid responses when disaster
strikes in either the suburbs or the
townships.

The Quran offers us a window
to identify how to work produc-
tively with others.

It uses two concepts to refer to
environments in 7th century Ara-
bia. These are ‘qarya’ and ‘mad-
ina’. ‘Qarya’ denotes an
environment where people revel in
excessive and perverse behaviour
while ignoring their religious du-
ties. The qarya is a place of subor-
dination and conflict where
division among people runs deep
and is seemingly irresolvable. At
the root of such a situation is a
lack of willingness to share re-
sources equitably among inhabi-
tants.

In this light, the Quranic duah
prompts a cry for freedom from
this type of environment: ‘O, our
Sustainer! Lead us forth [to free-
dom] out of this town whose peo-
ple are oppressors.’ (4:57)

In contrast, ‘madina’ is the
Quranic term for the city as the
centre of a religiously and politi-
cally structured social life. The
madina is an abode of possibility
and human flourishing.

The Quran uses madina in the
context of Prophet Muhammad’s
(SAW) migration and political
leadership of the town of Yathrib
that was named after him as Mad-
ina-al-Nabi, the City of the
Prophet.

Nabi Muhammad (SAW) was
confronted with the challenge
posed by Madinah’s munafiqun.
The hypocrites threatened his gov-
ernance of the madina or city.
Allah pointed this situation out in
the Quran: ‘… if the hypocrites,
and those with diseased hearts,
and they who, by spreading false
rumours, would cause distur-
bances in the City [of the Prophet]
desist not [from their hostile do-
ings]. We shall indeed give thee
mastery over them, [O Muham-
mad] …’  (33:60)

It was necessary to neutralise all
kinds of improper conduct in the
Prophet’s city.

The hypocrites stirred sedition
and spread false rumours. Decisive
action had to be taken to neu-
tralise the munafiqun and secure
the city’s viability as an abode of
peace and safety.

The Quran describes a method-
ology for the governance of the
madina based on alliance-building
and good relations. The city of
Madinah emerged as a place of
friendship, where Allah’s mercy
was abundant.

Transforming a city from a
qarya, a place of hostility, into a

dignified madina has to be based
on friendship, charity and mercy.
As idealistic as this may seem, the
Quran compels us to move from a
situation of being trapped in
morally bankrupt circumstances
to the fairness and dignity of the
madina. Allah declares: ‘Good and
evil cannot be equal. [Prophet],
repel evil with what is better, and
your enemy will become as close
as a valued friend.’ (41:34)

This verse prompts us into an
apparently impossible direction,
requiring us to cooperate with the
‘other’, and to invest in the possi-
bility of friendship. It asks us to
view the city as an abode where
we would work together towards
a fairer, more just city.

The Quran suggests that our
hostility based on a lack of know-
ing the ‘other’ can be overcome. It
offers a forgiving and generous
model for moving productively
across boundaries.

Such a generous response leapt
out with compelling beauty in re-
sponse to the fire. Active for
decades among Muslims in South
Africa, the etiquette of khidmah,
or service in the face of need,
clearly accompanied the responses
of the Gift of the Givers and other
agencies. They facilitated the stu-
dents’ evacuation, helped accom-
modate them and supplied meals
to both students and firefighters.

Service to humanity is a right-
eous practice that announces a
willingness to establish practices
that secure human dignity. It
points to a commitment to devel-
oping systems and institutions for
human survival and flourishing.

Khidmah is a bodily practice

deeply wired into the South
African Muslim psyche.

The Prophet encouraged such a
life orientation when he advised,
‘… whoever lightens the burden of
someone in difficulty, Allah shall
lighten his burden in this life and
the next.’ (Sahih Muslim)

Moreover, Allah SWT instructs
the believers to respond charitably
to the plight of the poor, declaring:
‘For those who give in charity,
men and women, and loan to
Allah a beautiful loan, it shall be
increased manifold (to their
credit), and they shall have (be-
sides) a noble reward (of para-
dise).’ (Quran 57:18)

Charity is a salvational practice
that Muslims establish as part of
their lives.

It demonstrates our value to
others. It establishes our bona
fides for participation in the strug-
gle for securing optimal futures.

Service and charitable acts are
done without expecting earthly
praise and reward, yet, through
ordinary, virtuous conduct, we es-
tablish bonds with others.

In conclusion, the fire and its
aftermath compel a reckoning
with its devastating consequences.
As Muslims, we are obligated to
engage the Quranic instruction to
construct a madina, a city, as a
home for all.

Such a madina is not as elusive
as we may think.

Our charity and service have
provided a platform of friendship
and cooperation that will allow us
to build a fair and inclusive city.
And, it is on this platform that we
have to construct such a city.
This article has been abridged.

Imagining the promise of the ‘madina’ as we reckon with a fire in the city
ASLAM FATAAR, 
distinguished professor in
the Faculty of Education at
Stellenbosch University, in
his Friday nasiha delivered
on April 23, on Claremont
Main Road Mosque’s virtual
platform, says that the 
recent fires in Cape Town
incite a reckoning with the
need to build a fair and 
inclusive city.




